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ADVERTISEMENT. 


fTlHE  present  volume  contains  93  papers  numbered  706  to  798,  published, 
with  the  exception  of  one  series,  for  the  most  part  in  the  years  1878 
to  1883.  This  series  is  constituted  by  the  articles  which  Professor  Cayley 
wrote  for  the  Encyclopwdia  Britannica  between  the  years  1878  and  1888  ; 
it  seemed  desirable  to  place  these  together  in  the  same  volume,  in  spite 
of  the  departure  from  the  chronological  arrangement  which  governs  the 
sequence  of  the  papers  in  the  volumes  generally.  The  Syndics  of  the 
University  Press  desire  to  acknowledge  their  obligation  to  Messrs  Adam 
and  Charles  Black,  Publishers  of  the  ninth  Edition  of  the  JEncyclop^dia 
Britannica,  for  their  courteous  consent  in  allowing  these  articles  to  be 
included  in  the  Collected  Mcdhetnatical  Papers.  Exact  references  to  the 
volumes,  from  which  the  articles  are  extracted,  will  be  found  in  the  Table 
of  Contents, 

Tiie  frontispiece  to  the  present  volume  is  a  reproduction  by  Mr 
A.  G.  Dew-Smith,  of  Trinity  College,  of  a  photograph  of  Professor  Cayley 
which  he  made  In  the  year  1885.  The  Syndics  of  the  Press  desire  to 
acknowledge  their  obligation  to   Mr  Dew-Smith, 
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706. 


ON   THE   DISTRIBUTION   OF   ELECTRICITY   ON   TWO   SPHERICAL 
SURFACES. 


[From  the  Philosophical  Magazine,  vol.  v.  (1878),  pp.  54 — 60.] 

In  the  two  memoirs  "  Sur  !a  distribution  de  I'^lectricit^  il  la  suria^ie  des  corps 
conducteurs,"  M6m.  de  VInst.  1811,  Poisson  considers  the  question  of  the  distribution 
of  electricity  upon  two  spheres :  viz.  if  the  radii  be  a,  b,  and  the  distance  of  the 
centres  be  c  (where  oa  +  b,  the  spheres  being  exterior  to  each  other),  and  the 
potentials  within   the   two  spheres  respectively  have  the  constant  values  h   and  g,  then — 

for   Poisson's  /[-)   writing   <^(ic),  and   for  his  FIj]  writing  <l>(a:)— the  questioi 

on  the  solution  of  the  functional  equations 


where  of  course  the  x  of  either  equation  may  be  replaced  by  a  different  variable. 

It  is   proper   to  consider  the   meaning   of  these   equations  :   for  a  point  on  the  axis, 
at   the   distance   x   from   the   centre   of  the   first   sphere,   or  say  from    the   point   A,   the 

potential   of  the   electricity   on   this   spherical   surface   is   atf>x   or   — -p  l—j ,  according   as 

the   point   is   interior   or    exterior;    and,   similarly,   if   x    now   denote    the   distance    from 
the   centre   of   the   second   sphere   (or,   say,    from   the   point    B),   then    the    potential   of 

the  electi'icity  on   this   spherical   surface   is  b^x   or  —  <!'(  — 1,   according  as   the   point   is 

interior   or   exterior ;    <f<  (x)   is   thus    the    same    function    of   (ic,    a,    b)    that    *  (x)    is    of 
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(x,  b,  a).     Hence,   first,   for  a  point   interior  to   the   sphere   A,  if  x  denote  the  distance 

from  A,   and   therefore   e  —  x  the   distance   of  the  same   point   from  B,  the   potential   of 

the  point  in  question  is 

^''    *^   ^    \ 
=  aAx  + *    ; 

C  —  X       \C  —  iC/ 

and,  secondly,  for  a  point  interior  to  the  sphere  B,  if  a:  denote  the  distance  from  B 
and  therefore  c~x  the  distance  of  the  same  point  from  A,  the  potential  of  the 
point   is 

The  two  equations  thus  express  that  the  potentials  of  a  point  interior  to  A  and  of 
a  point  interior  to  B  are  =h  and  g  respectively. 

It  is  to  be  added  that  the  potential  of  an  exterior  point,  distances  from  the  points 
A  and  B  =x  and  c  —  x  respectively,  is 


=  |Vg)  +  ._^_4.(^-^); 


and  that,  by  the  known  properties  of  Legendre's  coefficients,  when  the  potential  upon 
an  axial  point  is  given,  it  is  possible  to  pass  at  once  to  the  expression  for  the  potential 
of  a  point  not  on  the  axis,  and  also  to  the  expression  for  the  electrical  density  at  a 
point  on  the  two  spherical  surfaces  respectively.  The  determination  of  the  functions 
^{x)  and  '^{x)  gives  thus  the  complete  solution  of  the  question. 

I   obtain   Poisson's    solution    by   a  different    process    as    follows: — Consider   the    two 
functions 

a^  (c  —  a:)  ar  +  b 

^ZW^oi'  =^+d'^"PP'^'^' 
and 

b"(c—x)  ax-vB 

-. — -w       >     = ~\>  suppose; 

c'  —  a^  —  ex  7(c  +  0        '^'■ 

and  let  the  wth  functions  be 

a„a,'+b„         .  a„a^  +  ^„ 

— r-  and  =- 

c»«  +  d„  -y^x+hn 

respectively. 


Observing  that  the  values  of  the  coefficients  are 
(i=c        ),   and  {  a,    0 

c^-l>'\  I  7,    S  I       I  -c,    c'-a 


{a,     b  )  =  (  -  «^     a'c        ),   and  (a,     0  )  =  (  -b\    b-c 

I.        At  1 


SO  that  we  have 

a  +  d  =  ec  +  S,     =  c-  —  «^  —  b\       ad  —  be  =  aS  —  0y, 

and  consequently  that  the  two  equations 

(K+Vf  ^  i^  +  dy     (X  +  iy  ^  (a  +  hf 
\  "      ad-bc'         \         txS~0y' 
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are  in  fact  one  and  the  same  equation 

(X+  1)2  ^  (gS  -  gli  -  h'^f 

for    the    detei-mination    of   \   then   (by   a    theorem   which    [686,   687]    I    have    recently 
obtained)  we  have  the  following  equations  for  the  coefficients 

(  a.,     b,  ),       (  «„     A  ) 
I  c,.,     d,  I  I  7,„     8„ 

of  the  wth  functions ;  viz.  these  are  : — 

V+h,  - ^^  (^)""'  K^'" - 1) (a«  +  b)  +  (V - X) (- da:  +  b)], 
Cie  +  d,=       „  „  |(X"«-l)(Cit  +  d) +  (!"-».)(    C3;-a)l; 

and  similarly 

«.a^  +  /3„  =  j^ (^i)""  K^"^' -~l){c^  +  m  +  (^" - ^) (- ««^  +  ^)}. 
7n3;  +  Sn=       .-  -.  K'>-"'"'-l)(7'e+  8)  +  (^"-^)(    7^-a)!- 

Observe  that  these  equations  give,  as  they  ought  to  do, 

&BX-\-}at  =  x,     Coa;  +  do=  1,     &ix  +  bi=  aa:  +  b,     Cjic  +di  =  cic  +  d  ; 
and  similarly 

a„x  +  Q^  =  x,    7„a;  +  St,  =  l,     o.iX+ Qi=ax  +  &,     7,a;+ Si  =  7^  +  3. 

Substituting  in   the   iirst   two   equations  —  in  place  of  x,  and  in  the  second  two 

equations  — —  in  place  of  x,  we  obtain  the  following  results  which  will  be  useful : — 

a^a^  -H  b„  {c  —  3i)  =  a'^  {fnX  +  S„), 

c„a'  +  d„  (c  -  ic)  =  p  («„+,*■  +  ^„+i). 

a«  ^^  +  /3„  (c  -  a;)  =  ?»=  {Cnx  +  d„), 

7„&^  +  8„  (c  -  a:)  =  ^, (3.„+,x  +  K^,), 

the    last    two   of   which    are    obtained    from    the    first    two  by   a    mere    interchange    of 
letters  ;   it  will  therefore  be  sufficient  to  prove  the  first  and  second  equations. 

For  the  first  equation  we  have 

a„a^  +  K{o-cc)=  ^j-  (^)""'  1(X"+^ - 1)  [a«=  +  b (c  - ^)]  +  (V  - X)  [-  dtt=  +  b  (c  -  x)]}, 

1 — 2 


Hosted  by 


Google 


4  ON    THE  DISTRIBUTION   OF  ELECTRICITY  [706 

where  the  term  in   {  ]  is 

=  (V'+^  -  1)  [-  a-*  +  a^c  (c  -  ^)]  +  (X"  -  X)  [w'  {b^  -  c')  +  (t'c  (c  -  x)] ; 
viz.  this  is 

=  a^  {(V'+'  -  1}  (c=  -  «=  -  c«)  +  (X"  -  X)  (6=  ~  ck))  ; 
or  it  is 

-  «'  |(X-«  -  1)  (70!  +  8)         +  (V  -  X)  {^x  -  «)), 

whence  the  reJation  in  question. 

The  proof  of  the  second  equation  is  a  little  more  complicated.     We  have 

c,.»'  +i.(o-x)  =  ^  (||-i)'"  l(=^'"  -  1)  [CO-  +  d  (c  -  X)]  +  {\'  -  X)  [c«-  -  a  (»  -  a:)]}, 
where  the  terra  in  |  }  is 

=  (X"+^  -  1)  [-  ca^  +  (c=  -  ¥)  (c  -  ^)]  +  (X"  -  X)  [-  ca^  +  «^  (c  -  ^)]. 
Comparing  this  with 

<.,„«i  +  /3.«  =  jy^i  (^)"  K^"+-  -  1)  (o  +  ;3)  +  (V«  -  X)  (-  Sa,  +  ,3)), 

where  the  tenn  in  {  |  is 

-  (X-+=  - 1)  [*■  (c  -  ^)]  +  (V"'  -  X)  [-  c  (c'  -<!•-¥)  +  (0-  -  a-)  <c  -  x}l 

it  is  to  be  observed  that  the  quotient  of  the  two  terms  in  |  }  is  in  fact  a  constant ; 
this  is  most  easily  verified  as  follows.  Dividing  the  first  of  them  by  the  second,  we 
have  a  quotient  which  when  ic  =  c  is 

(X"+'-l)(-c(t')  +  (X"-X)(-ca°)       _  ai'(\''-»-l+x»-X)  g' (X  +  1) 

(X»+i_X){-c(c^-a=-601        '         (X"+'-X)(c»-a"-6=)'     ~  (d'- a? -¥)\' 
and  when  a;=0  is 

(X"+'-l)c(e'-a^-?>^)  _(X''+^-l)(c^-fl-^-6')      _  if  -  g'  -  6= 

(X"+^  -  1)  fi^c  +  (V'+'  -  X)  6^c  '        (X"^"'  -Y+  X"+"  -  X)  6^ '  6^  (X  + 1)  ■ 

these  two  values  are  equal  by  virtue  of  the  equation  which  defines  X;  and  hence  the 
quotient    of    the    two    linear    functions    having    equal    values    for   a;=c    and    «  =  0,   has 

always   the   same   value;    say    it   is   =  y^TTXTT"      Hence,    observing    that    a  +  d  =  a+6, 

=  c^  —  a?  —  b^,  the  quotient,  c,i«-  +  d,i(c~a:)  divided  by  o:„+iai  +  ^„+i,  is 

X  + 1        c'  — (!:■'  —  ¥  1 


c^-a?-b^'  l>' (X  +  1)  '        6^ ' 
we  have  the  required  equation 

c„<(^  +  d„  (c  -  .^)  =  i  (a„+,a.  +  /3„+0- 
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Considering  now  the  functional  equations,  suppose  for  the  moment  that  g  is  =0; 
the  two  equations  may  be  satisfied  by  assuming 

*  (^)  =      ^  \      ^,  A  +  — ^  +  -}  ^' 
^  (c„iC  +  do     Cia^  +  di         ) 

^{x)  =  -h  {— ^  +  — ^^  +  . ..1  J/. 

We  in  fact,  from  the  foregoing  relations,  at  once  obtain 

JL^^JL.^k\^^  +  ^^  ...111. 

To  satisfy  the  first  equation  we  must  have  M  =  aL;  viz.  this  being  so,  the  equation 
becomes 

b^    ^f   h"    \        aLh 
^         C-X       \C~xJ       CoiK  +  d, ' 

or,  since   c„3:  +  do=l,   the   equation   -vvill   be   satisfied  if  only   «i  =  l,  whence   also  J/  =  l. 

And  the  second  equation   will  be  satisfied  if  only  =  bAI ;  viz.  substituting  for  L,  M 

their  value,  we  find  a>  =  ah. 

Supposing,  in  like  manner,  that  h  =  0,  g  retaining  its  proper  value,  we  find  a  like 
solution  for  the  two  equations;  and  by  simply  adding  the  solutions  thus  obtained,  we 
have  a  solution  of  the  original  two  equations 


c-^*(c^) +  '*<''>-''• 


viz.  the  solution  is 


IjIuu  is 

We   have   a  general  solution  containing  an  arbitrary   constant    P   by  adding   to  the 
foregoing  values  for  <j)x  a  term 

=  -P&(»-^) 

'/a^(c-^)-xici-¥-cx) ' 
and  for  'Px  a  term 

Pa{b-a)  _ 
\lli'  {c  —  x)-x  {c-  —  a-  —  Cit)  ' 
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as  may  be  easily  verified  if  we  observe  that  the  function 
a^  {c  —  x)  -  ce  (c^  ~b-~  ex), 
writing  therein  — —    for  cc,  becomes 

=  J^^^  ^^'  (c  -  ic)  -  a:  ic'  -a?-  ox)]  : 
and  similarly  that 

Jf{c  —  x)  —  x  (c^  —  a?  —  cx\ 

,  becomes 


More  generally,  the  terms  to  be  added  are  for  i^  a  term  as  above,  where  P  denotes 
a  function  of  x  which  remains  unaltered  when  x  is  changed  into  -^^li^^  -  •  ^^d  for 
^x  a  term  as   above   with   P"  instead  of  P,  where   f  denotes   what   P   becomes  when 

X  is  changed   into ,     But   these  additional   terms  vanish   for  the   electrical  problem, 

and  the  correct  values  of  i^,  ^x  are  the  particular  values  given  above. 
It  is  to  be  remarked  that  the  function 

«'  (c  -  x)    .    __        a''       _ 


viz.  eonaiilering  x  as  the  distance  of  a  point  X  from  A,  then  taking  the  image  of  X 
in  regard  to  the  sphere  B,  and  again  the  image  of  this  image  in  regard  to  the 
sphere  A,  the  function  in  question  is  the  distance  of  this  second  image  from  A.  And 
similarly  the  function 

b-'{c-x)     .  ¥ 


viz.  considering  here  x  as  the  distance  of  the  point  X  from  .8,  then  taking  the  image 
of  X  in  regard  to  the  sphere  A,  and  again  the  image  of  this  image  in  regai-d  to 
the  sphere  B,  the  function  in  question  is  the  distance  of  this  second  image  from  B. 
It  thus  appears  that  Poisson's  solution  depends  upon  the  successive  images  of  X  in 
regard  to  the  spheres  B  and  A  alternately,  and  also  on  the  successive  images  of  X 
in  regard  to  the  spheres  A  and  B  alternately.  This  method  of  images  is  in  fact 
employed  in  Sir  W,  Thomson's  paper  "  On  the  Mutual  Attraction  or  Repulsion  between 
two  Electrified  Spherical  Conductors,"  Phil.  Mag.,  April  and  August,  1853. 
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ON   THE   COLOURING   OF   MAPS. 


[From  the  Proceedings  of  the  Royal  Geographical  Society,  vol.  I.,  no.  4  (1879), 
pp.  259—261.] 

The  theorem  that  four  colours  are  sufficient  for  any  map,  is  mentioned  somewhere 
by  the  late  Professor  De  Morgan,  who  refers  to  it  as  a  theorem  known  to  map-makers. 
To  state  the  theorem  in  a  precise  form,  let  the  term  "area"  be  understood  to  mean 
a  simply  or  multiply  connected*  area:  and  let  two  areas,  if  they  touch  along  a  line, 
be  said  to  he  "attached"  to  each  other;  but  if  they  touch  only  at  a  point  or  points, 
let  them  be  said  to  be  "appointed"  to  each  other.  For  instance,  if  a  circular  area 
be  divided  by  radii  into  sectors,  then  each  sector  is  attached  to  the  two  contiguous 
sectors,  but  it  is  appointed  to  the  several  other  sectors.  The  theorem  then  is,  that 
if  an  area  be  partitioned  in  any  manner  into  areas,  these  can  be,  with  four  colours 
only,  coloured  in  such  wise  that  in  every  case  two  attached  areas  have  distinct 
colours ;  appointed  areas  may  have  the  same  colour.  Detached  areas  may  in  a  map 
represent  parts  of  the  same  country,  but  this  relation  is  not  in  anywise  attended 
to :  the  colours  of  such  detached  areas  will  be  the  same,  or  different,  as  the  theorem 
may  require. 

It  18  easy  tj  see  thit  tour  cilours  ■vre  wanted  tor  inbtance  ne  have  a  circle 
divided  into  three  sectors  the  whole  cucle  forming  an  enclave  in  mothei  area  then 
we  require  thiee  colours  fji  the  three  sectors  md  a  fourth  coloui  for  the  surrounding 
area     if  the   circle   were   dnided   into   four   sectors    then   for    these    two    coloui s    w<uld 


*  An  aiea  i"  connected  when  every  two  ponts  of  the  aiea  can  be  joined  by  a  continuoua  hue  Ijrng 
uholl}  within  the  area  the  ares,  within  a  non  intersecting  closed  curve  or  <:a\  an  area  having  a  iingle 
bonnilar}  ts  s  mplj  connected  but  if  ben  des  tl  e  exterior  bounctorj  thi^e  ir,  one  or  more  than  one 
intenor  boundary  (that  is  if  there  is  with  n  the  esteio  boundary  one  or  more  than  one  eiclaie  not 
belonging  to  the  area)  then  the  area  is  mult  plj  connected  The  theorem  estend''  to  multiply  connected 
areas  b  it  thura  v  no  real  lose  of  Reneralitj  in  taiins  and  we  may  for  c  n  enience  take  the  area'  of  the 
theorem  tu  be  each  o£  the  n  a  ■'imply  connected  area 
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be  sufficient,  and  taking  a  third  colour  for  the  surrounding  area,  three  colours  only 
would  be  wanted;  and  so  in  general  according  as  the  number  of  sectors  is  even  or 
odd,  three  colours  or  four  colours  are  wanted.  And  in  any  tolerably  simple  ease  it  can 
be  seen  that  four  colours  are  sufficient.  But  I  have  not  succeeded  in  obtaining  a 
general  proof:  and  it  is  worth  while  to  explain  wherein  the  difficulty  consists. 
Supposing  a  system  of  n  areas  coloured  according  to  the  theorem  with  four  colours 
only,  if  we  add  an  {n+  l)th  area,  it  by  no  means  follows  that  we  can  without 
altering  the  original  colouring  colour  this  with  one  of  the  four  colours.  For  instance, 
if  the  original  colouring  be  such  that  the  four  colours  all  present  themselves  in  the 
exterior  boundary  of  the  n  areas,  and  if  the  new  area  be  an  area  enclosing  the  n 
areas,  then  there  is  not  any  one  of  the  four  colours  available  for  the  new  area. 

The  theorem,  if  it  is  true  at  all,  is  true  under  more  stringent  conditions.  For 
instance,  if  in  any  case  the  figure  includes  four  or  more  areas  meeting  in  a  point 
(such  as  the  sectors  of  a  circle),  then  if  (introducing  a  new  area)  we  place  at  the 
point  a  small  circular  area,  cut  out  from  and  attaching  itself  to  each  of  the  original 
sectorial  areas,  it  must  according  to  the  theorem  be  possible  with  four  colours  only 
to  colour  the  new  figure;  and  this  implies  that  it  must  be  poesible  to  colour  the 
original  figure  so  that  only  three  colours  (or  it  may  be  two)  are  used  for  the 
sectorial  areas.  And  in  precisely  the  same  way  (the  theorem  is  in  fact  really  the 
same)  it  must  be  possible  to  colour  the  original  figure  in  such  wise  that  only 
three  colours  (or  it  may  be  two)  present  themselves  in  the  exterior  boundary  of  the 
figure. 

But  now  suppose  that  the  theorem  under  tlwse  more  stiingent  conditions  is  true 
for  n  areas :  say  that  it  is  possible  with  four  colours  only,  to  colour  the  n  areas 
in  such  wise  that  not  more  than  three  colours  present  themselves  in  the  external 
boundary :  then  it  might  be  easy  to  prove  that  the  Ji  + 1  areas  could  be  coloured 
with  four  colours  only:  but  this  would  he  insufficient  for  the  purpose  of  a  general 
proof;  it  would  be  necessary  to  show  further  that  the  n  +  1  areas  could  be  with  the 
four  colours  only  coloured  in  accordance  with  the  foregoing  boundary  condition ;  for 
without  this  we  cannot  from  the  case  of  the  n+1  areas  pass  to  the  next  case  of 
ji  +  2  areas.  And  so  in  general,  whatever  more  stringent  conditions  we  import  into 
the  theorem  as  regards  the  n  areas,  it  is  necessary  to  show  not  only  that  the  7i  +  l 
areas  can  be  coloured  with  four  colours  only,  but  that  they  can  be  coloured  in 
accordance  with  the  more  stringent  conditions.  As  already  mentioned,  I  have  failed 
to  obtain  a  proof. 
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NOTE  SUR   LA   THEORIE   DES   COURBES   DE   L'ESPACE. 

[From  tho  Gompte  Rendu  de  V AssociatiQu  Franfaise  pour  I'Avancement  des  Sciences  (1880), 
pp.  135—139.] 

En  consid^ant  dans  I'e space  une  courbe  d'espece  dormee,  de't ermine e  au  moyen 
dun  nombre  suffisant  de  points,  la  courbe  n'est  pas  d^termin^e  uniquemeat;  mais  on 
a  par  les  points  un  certain  nombre  de  telles  courbes.  Par  exemple,  la  courbe  unicursale 
d'oidre  2p  depend,  eomme  on  voit  sans  peine,  de  8p  constantes  et  sera  ainsi 
d^terminfe  par  4p  points  {le  cas  p  =  l  est  une  exception):  on  ne  connait  pas,  je 
pense,  le  nombre  des  courbes  par  les  4p  points ;  mais  pour  le  cas  particulier  p  =  2 
(c'est-k-dire  pour  une  courbe  quartique  de  seconde  espece,  ou  autrement  dit,  une 
courbe  excubo-quartique)  ee  nombre  est  =  4 :  theorfeine  d^montr^  par  moi  depuis 
longtemps  par  des  considerations  g^omt^triques.  (Voir  Salmon,  Geometry  of  three 
dimensions,  'i'  M.  1874,  p.  319.)  Ce  n'est  que  demierement  que  j'ai  considert;  la 
question  analytique,  de  trouver  les  equations  d'une  courbe  excubo-quartique  qui  passe 
par  8  points  donnes;  et  mSme  j'ai  pris  pour  les  8  points  une  disposition  qui  n'est 
pas  tout  h.  fait  gen^rale :  I'investigation  elle-m^me,  et  la  forme  du  r&ultat,  m'ont 
paru  assez  interessantes  pour  que  je  les  soumette  a  1' Association. 

En  consid^rant  sur  une  courbe  excubo-quartique  4  points  donnes,  le  plan  passant 
par  3  quelconques  de  ces  points  rencontre  la  courbe  dans  un  seul  point;  et  Ton 
obtient  ainsi  encore  4  points  sur  la  courbe :  voila  mon  systeme  de  8  points  donnds, 
savoir  en  partant  de  4  points  quelconques,  je  prends  un  point  quelconque  dans  ehacun 
dea  plans  qui  passent  par  3  de  ces  points,  et  j'obtiens  ainsi  les  autres  4  points.  Et 
par  un  tel  systfeme  de  8  points,  je  cherche  a  faire  passer  une  courbe  de  I'espfece  dont 
il  s'agit. 

En  prenant  fl!=0,  y  =  0,  s  =  0,  w  =  0,  pour  les  equations  des  plans  du  t^traMre 
form^  par  ies  4  premiers  points,  les  coordonn^es  de  ces  points  seront  (1,  0,  0,  0), 
(0,  1,  0,  0),  (0,  0,  1,  0),  (0,  0,  0,  1) :  et  pour  les  coordonn&s  des  4  autres  points, 
je  prends  (0,  y.,  s,,  %\),  {x,,  0,  z.,,  w,),  (x„  y,,  0,  w^).  {'^4,  y,,  z,,  0). 

C.    XI.  2 
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[708 

Les  Equations  de  la  courbe  sont  x  :  y  :  z  :  -w  —  P  :  Q  :  R  :  S,  oil  P,  Q,  R,  8 
sont  des  fonctions  (*)(^,  1)'  d'un  paramfetre  variable  0;  il  s'agit  de  faire  passer  une 
telle  courbe  par  les  8  points. 

Je  prends  a,  0,  y,  S,  a,  b,  c,  d  pour  les  valeurs  du  parametre  0  qui  correspondent 
aux  8  points  respective  ment. 

Pour  que  la  courbe  passe  par  les  premiers  4  points,  il  faut  et  il  suffit  que  les 
Equations  soient  de  la  forme 

les  conditions  pour  les  autres  4  points  seront  alors 


■■  y- 


Evidemment  il  y  a  deux  Equations  qui  donnent  la  valeu 
ainsi  pour  ^liininer  cette  quantite.  De  cette  manifere  on 
j'ecris  comme  voici : 

1  _  y>^i  -  P-i'-'^  -  0    «■  -y-d-^ 

~-&.d~r 


Ae   B  :  G,   et   qui   servent 
obtient   six    equations    que 


l-b'a 


-d'  a- 
-  d   a~ 


d~a    b-_a_ 
d  —  c'  h  —  y 

c  —d    h  ~h 
c  —  a'  b  —  a 

d-b    c -^ 


\,   li. 


d-H 
,   K,  p    denotent   ici   les   quantites   donne'es  \=  ■-'--,    etc.      Le   nombre 

des  equations  ind^pendantes  est  5,  car  Ton  a  identiquement  Xfj-vmKp  =  1.  Je  remar- 
que  que  Ton  peut  faire  sur  le  parametre  6  une  transform atiou  lineaire  quelconque 
Qi6-{-i):{j6+k),  et   introduire   ainsi   3   constantes   arbitraires;    on   peut   done   prendre   k 
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volontd  3  valeiirs  du  paramfetre  6,  c'est-a-dire  les  valeurs  de  3  quelconques  des  quantit^s 
a,  /3,  7,  S,  a,  b,  c,  d;  et  cela  ^tant  lea  5  Equations  donneront  les  valeura  des  autres 
5  quantit^s.  Si  au  moyen  des  equations  on  elimine  a,  /S,  y,  B,  on  obtient  entre 
a,  b,  c,  d  une  equation  qui  sera,  eomme  on  va  voir,  de  I'ordre  4  par  rapport  h 
chacune  de  ces  quantites :  en  prenant  comme  donn^es  a,  t,  c  il  y  aura  done  4  valeurs 
de  rf;  et  pour  I'lme  quelcouquc  de  ces  valeurs,  celles  de  a,  /3,  7,  S  seront  di5terminees 
uniquement :  il  y  aura  ainsi  4  courbes  qui  passent  chacune  par  les  8  points;  ce  qui 
est  le  th^orfeme  dont  il  s'agit. 


J'introduis,  pour  abr^ger. 

la  notation 

a-d, 

b-d,    c-d,     h- 

c,     c 

=    f. 

g,           h,           a, 

on 

a  done  identiquement 

a,  b,  c  =  g-h,  h- 

-f,  f 

a+b  +  c 

=  0, 

fa  +  gb  +  he 

=  0. 

Les  Equations  prennent  ainsi  la  forme 

he  a  -  7 .  d  - 

-.^ 

ou,  en  introduisant  pour  plus  de  commodite,  les  syraboles 
L,  M.  N,  P,  Q 

pour  designer  respeetivement 

sh  he  fa  he  s-1 

he  fa  gb 

les  equations  seront 


fa 


-^ 


iV"=" 


c  - 

avec    la    relation    identique    LMNTQR  =  1 ;    il    s'agit    entre    ces   5   equations   d'^Iimiuer 
a,  yS,  7.  «- 

2—2 


d-' 


"5-8 
d  —  y 


Hosted  by 


Google 


12  NOTE    SUE    LA   THEORIE   DES    COURBES    DE   l'eSPACE.  [708 

J'ecris    a  =  a  —  ^,    les    facteurs    b  —  a,    c  —  a,    d  —  a    do    P,  Q,  R    deviennent    ainsi 

respect! vement   — c+0,   g  +  ^,   — f+0;    cela   ^tant,   les   valeurs  de  P,   Q,   R    servent    k 

exprimer  ^,   y,   S   en   fonction   de   (f> :    substituant   cea   valeurs  de  0,  y,   S    dans    celles 
dc  L,  M,  N,  on  obtient  sans  peine 

,__  h    f(c-0)  +  cP(-f+^) 
gPb(-f  +  0)+ffi(b  +  .^)' 

J^f _a_b(-f+J.)  +  ffl(b  +  0) 

hR  c(b+0)  +  bQ(-c  +  0)' 

_j_  c_(b+^)-j-be(-c  +  0) 

aQ  f(c-0)  +  cP(-f+.^)' 

valeurs   qui   donnent,   comme   cck   doit   otre,   LMNPQR  —  1:    il   faut  entre  ces  equations 
^liminer  ^. 

En   retablissant   \,   fj.,   v,   or,   «■,   p   au    lieu    de    L,    M,    N,    P,    Q,    R,   ces    equations 
deviennent 

^  ~  h  Z,  +  F,.f ' 

h  X,  +  Y,A 

'-^''''-XTTFS' 

^     g'"      X+Y^- 


les  valeurs  des  coefScients  X,   Y,  etc.,  aoiit 

X  -to  (fe  +  iilic),      y  =  -  Pa  --  rahc>, 
Z,-fb(gb  +  (>fa),        F, .     gb=  +  pPa, 
X,  =  be  (he  +  «gb),      r,  =     he"  -  «gb'. 
Les  deux  premieres  ^uations  donnent 

lv{X,Y,-X,Y,)  +  ,iX,Y-XY,)  +  XY,-XY,-0, 
ou,  ee  qui  est  la  meme  chose, 

hx,Y,-X,Y,)  +  v(X,Y-XY,}+XY,-Xr,  =  0, 
et  I'ou  n'a  qua  substituer  la  valeur  de  ces  coefficieuts. 
On  a 
X,  r,  -  jr,  7,  =  fb  (gb  +  pfa)  (he"  -  ,gb')  -  be  (he  +  «gb)  (-  gb>  +  ppa) 

=  fghb^c-  -  fg^bV  +  Phabc^p  -  PgaVw/a  +  ghb'c"  +  g'VcK  -  Phabc^p  -  pgab"e/ep 
=  ghbv  (f  +  b)  +  g-b'  (-  f  +  c)  ()  -  Pgab>  (b  +  e)  xp 
=  ghVe=h  +  g"b*  (~  g)  p  +  Pgab'axp 
-gb'(h'c'-g-b'«  +  a'P«p); 


Hosted  by 


Google 


708]  NOTE   SUR    LA    THEORIE    DES    COURBES   DE   l'eSPACE.  13 

et  de  memc 

XY,-  X,Y=  he' (f a^  -  h'e^  +  g^bVx), 

Done 

f  ^  gb=  (h^c=  -  g^V«  +  PaPicp) 

+  -  tip  hc^  {f%-  -  h-c-OT  +  g=bV«:) 

+  Pa.  (g=b=  -  Pa>  +  h^Vp)  -  0, 

ou  entiii  en  multipliant  par  —  ac,  et  dans  nn  terrae  —  g^b'h'eycpwK,  au  lieu  de  ftvpT^x 
^crivant   - ,  I'^quation  devient 

(&)•  .p  +  (gb)"  +  (hoy  1  -  (gb)'  (hc)=  (1  +  i) 

-  (he)- (fa)-  »p  (-  +  m)  -  (&)■  (gb)-  (r  +  rt  =  0, 
OU,  comme  on  peut  I'^crire, 

(v,  1.  i;.  -(;  +  ^).  —(>(<•  +  /').  -("  +  P))((6<)',  (gb)',  (hc)')'  =  0. 

C'est  la  deuxifeme  d'un  systfeme  de  trois  equations  equivaleiites ;  aavoir,  en  multipliant 
par  —  et  en  reduisant  par  Xfi-wncp  —  1,  on  obtient  la  premiere  forme  :  et,  en  multipliant 
par  Xk  et  I'eduisant  de  mfeme,  on  obtient  la  troisieme  forme ;    le  systfeme  est 

(  ]    ,  ^,  ^»,  -M»(i  +  «),  -     (*•+•'),  -   (^  +  J))((f«)'.  (gl>>'.  (bo)")'  =  0, 
(»P,    1,  ji,,-   (i  +  i)    .--/>(*'  +  ").-  (»  +  p))(  , )■  =  <>, 

(i'  *«■  1  ■  -  (^+'>  ■  -  (i+s)  ■  -^«<"+f))( )■=<>■ 

En  ecrivant  hc  =  — fa  — gb,  on  obtient  nne  equation  de  la  forme  (*)  (fo,  gby  =  0, 
savoir  une  Equation  quartique  pour  avoir  fa  :  gb,  c'ost-a-dire,  le  rapport  anharraonique 
(a  ~d)(b  —  c)  :  (h  —  d)  (c  —  a):  en  eonaid^rant  a,  h,  e  comme  donn^es,  il  y  a  done  4 
valeurs  de  d :  et  Ton  a  d^j^  vu  que  les  valeura  a,  /3,  7,  t  sont  donnees  rationnelle- 
ment  en  fonctions  de  a,,  b,  c,  d:   le  theoreme  est  done  demontre. 

Cambridge,  jidllet,  1880. 
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ON    THE    NUMBER    OF    CONSTANTS    IN    THE    EQUATION 
OF    A    SURFACE    PS-QR  =  0. 


[From  the  Tidsskrift  for  Mathematik,  Ser.  4,  t.  iv.  (1880),  pp.  145—148.] 

The  very  important  results  contained  in  Mr  H.  Valentiner's  paper  "Nogle 
Ssetninger  om  fuldstsendige  Skjteringskurver  mcllem  to  Fladcr"  may  be  considered 
from  a  somewhat  different  point  of  view,  and  established  in  a  more  simple  manner, 
as   follows*. 

Assuming  throughout  n  ^p  +  q,  p  ^  q,  and  moreover  that  P,  Q,  R,  fS'  denote 
functions  of  the  coordinates  {x,  y,  z,  w)  of  the  orders  p,  q,  n  —  g,  n—p  respectively: 
then  the  equation  of  a  surfece  of  the  order  n  containing  the  curve  of  intersection  of 
two   surface.^   of  the   ordera  p   and   q   respectively,   is 


P.Q 

R,  S 


=  0, 


so  that  the  number  of  constants  in  the  equation  of  a  surface  of  the  order  n  satisfying 
the  condition  in  question  is  in  fact  the  number  of  constants  contained  in  an  equation 
of  the   last-mentioned   form.     Writing   for  shortness 

«P  =  H;'+l)(i>+2)(jJ  +  3)-I,  =ip(p-'  +  Qp  + 11). 

the  number  of  constants  contained  in  a  function  of  the  order  p  is  =  ffl^,  + 1 ;  or  if 
we  take  one  of  the  coefficients  (for  instance   that   of  a-^)  to  be  unity    then  the  number 


*  Idet  vi  med  ator  Glffide  optage  Prof.  Cayley's  simple  Forklanng  af  den  Eeduktion  af  KonGtanttallet  i 
Ligninsen  PS-QR=0,  aom  Hr.  Valentiner  haTde  paaiiht  [Tid-'ki  f  Math  187^  S  22)  »kulle  vi  dog 
bem^rlie,  at  Gcucden  til,  at  dennes  Bevis  er  bli'ven  'Jaa  \anakeligt  ec  den  at  ban  tilli!;e  hat  viUet  bevi&e 
at  der  ikke  finder  nogeu  yderliiiere  Beduktion  Sted. 
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of  the  remaining  constants  is  =  Oj, ;  viz.  Up  is  the  number  of  constants  in  the  equation 
of  a  surface  of  the  order  p.     As  regards  the  surfece  in  question 

I  M,  S  I     ^' 

we  may  it  is  clear  take  P,  Q,  R  each  witli  a  coefficient  unity  as  above,  but  in  the 
remaining  function  8,  the  coefficient  must  remain  arbitrary :  the  apparent  number  of 
constants  is  thus  =  ffj,  +  a,  +  On— p  +  <i«-g  +  1 ;   but  there  is  a  deduction  from  this  number. 

The  equation  may  in  fact  be  written  in  the  form 

^  R  +  aS  +  ^P  +  s^Q,     S  +  0Q'        ' 

where  a  represents  an  arbitrary  function  of  the  order  p  —  q,  and  0  an  arbitrary  function 
of  the  degree  n—p~q:  we  thus  introduce  (ap^  +  l)  +  («„_j,_5 +  1),  =  Op-^  +  a„_p_g  +  2, 
constants,  and  by  means  of  these  we  can  impose  the  like  number  of  arbitrary  relations 
upon  the  constants  originally  contained  in  the  functions  F,  Q,  R,  S  respectively  (say 
we  can  reduce  to  zero  this  number  aj,_,  +  a„.^-q  +  2  of  the  original  constants) :  hence 
the  real  number  of  constants  is 

([p  +  ctg  +  a^p  +  a,,^  +  1  -  (dp-^  +  ff,,-^^,;  +  2), 


=  m  suppose ; 

viz.  this  is  the  required  number  in  the  case  n> p  +  q,  p>q. 

If  however  n=jy  +  q,  or  p  =  q,  or  if  these  relations  are  both  satisfied,  then  there  is  a 

P'   Q'  I 
further  deduction  of  1,  1,  or  2:  in  fact,  calling  the  last-mentioned  determinant         '        ., 

then  the  four  cases  are 

;  P'.  Q'  ;    I  P',  Q' 

n>p-\-q,p>q,  \  ^,_  g,  j  =  j  j^-^   g, 

I  P\  Q-  \      '  P'  +  kR,     Q'  +  kS'  \ 

P',Q  I     i  P'.  Q'  +  I^P'  I 
''>P  +  'I'P  =  <l'\E;S'r.  R',S'  +  kR-\ 

I  P',  Q'  \     \  P'  +  kR',    Q'  +  IP'  +  hS'  +  klR' 
n  =  p  +  q.p  =  q,  \ji'^s'\  =  \  ji'^  S' +    IR'  \ 

where  k,  I  denote  arbitrary  constants:  these,  like  the  constants  of  a  and  /3,  may  be 
used  to  impose  arbitrary  relations  upon  the  original  constants  of  P,  Q,  R,  S;  and 
hence  the  number  of  constants  is  =«,  w  -  1,  w-1,  «- 2  in  the  four  cases  respectively; 
where   as   above 
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If  n  =  4,   there   is   in   each   of    the   four   eases   one   system   of  vahies   of  p,   q ;    viz.   the 

p.  9  = 

2  1      No.  =«,  +  «,  +  n,  +  ((;,-  0 

3  1  „      «„  +  fli  +  t(i  +  Ms  -  «. 


1=    9+3+    9  +  19- 

-3-3-1. 

-33, 

2-19  +  3-1-    3  +  19- 

-9-0-2, 

=  33, 

2=    3  +  3+19  +  19- 

-0-9-2, 

-33, 

3=    9  +  9+    9+    9- 

-0-0-3, 

=  3.3, 

2  2  „     «j  +  a.j  +  a~  +  ctj  —  a, 

and  the  number  of  constants  is  in  each  case  =  33.  This  is  easily  verified :  in  the  first 
case  we  have  a  quartic  surface  containing  a  conic,  the  plane  of  the  conic  is  therefore 
a  quadruple  tangent  plane ;  and  the  existence  of  such  a  plane  is  1  condition.  In  the 
second  case  the  surface  contains  a  plane  cubic;  the  plane  of  this  cubic  is  a  triple 
tangent  plane,  having  the  points  of  contact  in  a  line ;  and  this  is  1  condition.  In 
the  third  case  the  surface  contains  a  line,  which  is  1  condition :  hence  in  each  of 
these  eases  the  number  of  constants  is  34-1,  =33.  In  the  fourth  case,  where  the 
surface  contains  a  quadriquadiic  curve,  we  repeat  in  some  measure  the  general  reasoning : 
the  quadriquadric  curve  contains  16  constants,  and  we  have  thus  16  as  the  number 
of  constants  really  contained  in  the  equations  P  =  0,  Q  =  0  of  the  quadriquadric  curve: 
the  equation  P8  —  QR  =  0,  contains  in  addition  9+10,  =19  constants,  but  writing  it 
in  the  form  P  (8+ kQ)-Q{R  +  kP)  =  0,  we  have  a  diminution  =  1,  or  the  number 
apparently  is  16  +  19  —  1,  =34.  But  the  quadriquadric  curve  is  one  of  a  singly  infinite 
series  P  +  IR  =  0,  Q  +  IS  =  0  of  such  curves,  and  we  have  on  this  account  a  diminution 
=  1 ;  the  number  of  constants  is  thus  34—1,  =  33  as  above :  the  reasoning  is,  in  fact,  the 
same  as  for  the  case  of  a  plane  passing  through  a  line ;  the  line  contains  4  constants, 
hence  the  plane,  quit  arbitrary  plane  through  the  line,  would  contain  1  +  4,  =  5  constants ; 
but  the  line  being  one  of  a  doubly  infinite  system  of  lines  on  the  plane  the  number  is 
really  5  —  2,  =3,  as  it  should  be. 


Cambridge,  2nd  Sept.,  1880. 
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710. 

ON    A    DIFFERENTIAL    EQUATION. 

[From  Collectanea  Mathematica :   in  memoriam  Dominici  Chelini,  (Milan,  Hoepli,  1881), 
pp.   17—26.] 

In   the   Memoir   on   hypergoometric   series,   Crelle,   t.   xv.  (1836),    Kummer   in  effect 
considers  a  differential  equation 

(aV  +  26's  +  c')  dz-"  _{iia?  +  2bx  +  c)da? 

VIZ.  he  seeks  for  solutions  of  an  equation  of  this  form  which  also  satisfy  a  certain 
differential  equation  of  the  third  order.  The  coefficients  a,  b,  c  are  either  all  arbitraiy, 
or  they  are  two  or  one  of  them,  arbitrary;  but  this  last  case  (or  say  the  case 
where  the  function  of  x  is  the  completely  determinate  function  ai'+lbx  +  c)  is  scarcely 
considered:  a',  b',  c'  are  regarded  as  determinable  in  terms  of  a,  b,  c:  and  s  is  to 
be  found  as  a  function  of  x  independent  of  a,  b,  c:  so  that  when  these  coefficients 
arc  arbitraiy,  the  equation  breaks  up  into  three  equations,  and  when  two  of  the 
coefficients  are  ai-bitrary,  it  breaks  up  into  two  equations,  satisfied  in  each  case  by 
the  same  value  of  z;  and  the  value  of  z  is  thus  determined  without  any  integration: 
these  cases  will  be  considered  in  the  sequel,  but  they  are  of  course  included  in  the 
general  case  where  the  coefficients  a,  b,  c  are  regarded  as  having  any  given  values 
whatever. 

Writing  for  shortne.'ts  X  =  aii:^-{-  2bx  +  c,  in  general  the  integral 

r^[dx 

'  nVx' 

where  I>  is  the  product  of  any  number  n  of  distinct  linear  factors  x-p,  and  iV"  is 
a  rational  and  integral  function  of  x  of  the  order  n  at  most,  and  therefore  also  the 
integral 


I- 


■JT 


(N-iXdx     IN. 
I        D       -JI, 
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where  N  is  now  of  the  oi-der  n-2  at  most,  is  expressible  as  the  logarithm  of  a 
quasi-algebraical  function,  that  is,  a  fianction  containing  powers  the  exponents  of  which 
are  incommensurable  (for  instance,  x^'^  is  a  (juasi-algebraical  function) :  in  fact,  the  integral 
is  of  the  ibrm 

J\         x~p      x-q  /VX 

where  each  term  is  separately  integrable, 

where  P  is  written  to  denote  ap^  +  2i/)  +  c :  the  integral  is  thus  =  log  il,  where  H 
is   a  product   of  factors 

«^  +  6  +  ^/a.VA',     ('^J>  + ^)^  +  (^/' + '^)  + V^- V^,  etc., 


-p 


M 


raised  to  powers  —  ,   -  -,-^  ,  etc, :   hence,  if  we  have  a  differential  equation 

J5V1     dVx'   "'"        D'       ~       D       ' 

where    Z  (—  a'z^  +  2b'z  +  c'),   and   iV"',   D'  are   functions   of    z    such    as    X,   N,   D    are    of 
x;    then,   taking   log  0  for   the   constant   of  integration,   the   general   integral    is 

log  fi'  =  log  (7  +  log  n  : 

viz.  we  have  the  quasi-algebraical  integral  il'  —  Cil  =  0. 

The   constants   a,   b,  c,  p,  q,  ...    etc.   may  be   such   that   the  exponents  are  rational, 
and   the   integral   is   then   algebraical :    in   particular,   for   the   differential   equation 

^s^  +  lie  +  Idz _^^^  iix  +  Ida: 
7(7^1)         -"-'a:(^  -i)         ' 

the  general  integral  is  in  the  first  instance  obtained  in  the  form 


Vs (2z  +  2+  'Jzy-  V« (2« -i- 2  -I-  VX f 

which,  observing  that  (2a:+ 2)"- X  =  3  (a:  -  1)=,  may  also  be  written 


^~z{z-rf  V*'(^'-l)^ 
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I  had  previously  obtained  the  solution 

and  I  wish  to  show  that  this  is,  in  fact,  the  particular  integral  belonging  to  the  value 
6'=1  of  the  constant  of  integration:  for  this  purpose  I  proceed  to  rationalise  the  general 
integral  as  regards  s. 

Writing  for  a  moment 

P  =  (34l)(3=-345  +  l), 

where 

M  =  ^(^  +  1)('^-  34^_+ 1)  +  (a^  +  14^  +  1)  V^^TTfe +1 

the  integral  \s  P  +  Q  +  R  —  Q;    or  rationalising,  it  is 

(P^  _  <^y -2R^P'  +  Q')  +  R'^0: 
we  have 

P^  =  (l,  -t36,  1023.  2180,  1023,  -66,  I'^i,  If, 

(2=  =  (1,       42,     591,  2828,     591,      42,  l^S;^,  If, 
and  thence 

P^-Q=  =  (0,  -108,  432,  -648,  432,  -108,  0^^,  l)^ 

=  -1082(z-iy; 

P2+e=  =  2(l,  -12,  807,  2504,  807,  -    12,  l^^,  If. 

Writing  the  equation  in  the  form 

it  thus  becomes 

(1,  -12,  807,  2504,  807,  -12,  Ijs,  l)'-«(»- 1)' J3f  + '' j**-l  -  0, 

where  M  has  its  above-mentioned  vahie;   and  if  wc  now  assume  C—1,  then 
M  =  *^±i'  (a;'-3fa+l)-Kj'  +  lto-+l)Va!'  + Ifa-i- 1 

108  _  (»  +  1)  (»■  -  3fa  +  1)  -  (»■  +  14»  +  1)  Vaf  +  14i  +  1 
*~"  Vi  («-!)■ 

and  thence 

J„.  +  a»f ,  .(j,-l»8)V216,  =4("-ffi!^34»+l).  +  2i6, 
Ji^  V  JH  /  ie(a;— ly 

=  -v        -,^.■(1-  -12,  807,  2504,  807,  -12,  iTJa:,  1)«: 

3—2 
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and  the  rationalised  equation  is 

(1,  -12,  807,  2504,  807,  -12,  l\z,  If 

-^J---J-|(l,  -12,  807,  2504,  807,  -12,  l\a:,  lf  =  0. 

This  is  a  sextic  equation  in  s,  of  the  form 

where 

X,  fi,  1/  =  - 12  -  n,    807  +  4n,     2504  -  6n, 

if  n  denote  the  function  of  x  which  enters  into  the  equation ;  and  writing  z  +  -  =  0,  this 
becomes 

But  the  equation  in  ^  is  satisfied  by  the  value  2  =  x,  and  therefore  the  equation  in  0  by 
the  value  0  =  x  +  -  =  a  suppose,  we  have  therefore 

0=  -  .3a  +  X  (a^  -  2)  +  /i,a  +  c  =  0, 
and  thence  subtracting,  and  throwing  out  the  factor  0  —  a, 

0'  +  0a  +  a?-S+\(0+a)+f^  =  O; 
viz.  writing  for  X,  fj.,  a  their  values,  this  is 

\        X  J  oi'      \        x/ 

or,  what  is  the  same  thing, 

ff^  +  ^(a^-12  +  ^-fl)+«^-12^+806-^  +  ^-(^-4-^)fl  =  0, 


Hence  in  the  quadric  equation,  the  coefficients,  each  multiplied  by  («—  1)*,  are 
\\      1 


(^-l)'(:c-12+-)-i(l,  -12,  807,  2504,  807,  -12,  l\x,  1)", 

'  fi-4  +  !)(l,  -12,  807,  2504,  807,  -12,  l\a:,  1)', 
I  and  integral  quartic  functions  ol  x ;  and,  writing  for 

I       1\"     ,  /       1\(1.  188,  616,  188,  rial,  1)'      ,  (1,  -644,  3334,  -6M,  IV,  1)'     „ 


and 

(x  -  ly  (x-  -  12i^  +  806  -  —  +  - 


which  are  respectively  rational  and  integral  quartic  functions  of  x ;  and,  writing  for  0  its 
value,  the  equation  finally  is 
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Writing 

A-- 

B- 

1  +  f 

D- 

this  is 

(« 

-4')  (2 

-B-)(,-C>)(z- 

-I>')  =  0, 

or,  what  is 

the  ; 

^ame  thing, 

(i  =  V—  1   as  usual). 


-l^  +  -)(A'  +  B'+C'  +  D^)  +  (A'  +  B'){C-  +  D-)-0: 


i  (A' +!!••) 


(1,       28,  70,       28,  l%p,  !)■ 
(P-l)' 


And  substituting  these  values,  the  coefficients  will  be  rational  functions  of  ^■',  that  is,  of 
X,  and  it  is  easy  to  verify  that  they  have  in  fact  their  foregoing  values. 

It  thus  appears  that  for  C=l,  besides  the  values  x  and  -,  we  have  for  z  only  the 
values 

(^y.  (1^)'.  fef.  (;^)*i 

viz.  that  the  only  solution  is 


The  example  shows  that  although  the  differential  equation 
\^aV  +  2b'z  +  c'de     'Jtjx'  +  2te  +  e  rftc 

can  be  integi'ated  generally  in  a  quasi-algebraical  or  algebraical  form  as  above,  yet 
we  cannot  from  the  general  solution  deduce,  at  once  or  easily,  the  various  particular 
integrals  comprised  therein :  nor  can  we  find  for  what  values  of  the  constants  a,  b,  c 
and  a',  b',  <f  the  dilTerential  equation  admits  of  a  simple  solution,  or  say  of  a  solution 
where  z  is  expressed  as  an  explicit  (irrational)  function  of  x. 

In  the  cases  considered  by  Knmmer  there  is  a  second  (or  it  may  be  also  a 
third)  differential  equation  of  the  like  form,  the  equations  being  each  of  them  satisfied 
by  the  same  value  of  z :  hence  eliminating  the  differentials  d^:,  dz,  the  relation  between 
w  and  s  is  of  the  form 
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where   P,   Q   are   qiiadrie   functions   of   ic;    /",   Q'   quadric   functions   of   z.     But   P   and 
Q  may   contain   a  common    factor,   and    the    integral    is    then    expressible    in    the    form 

p 

factor,   and   the   integral   is   then   expressible    in    the   form   z=  t.      the    quotient   of    two 
quadnc  functions  of  x;   or  there  may  be  a  common  factor  of  P,  Q,  and  also  a  common 

M' 
linear  fiinctions  of  w. 

In  the  general  case  the  differential  equation  is 

\{aP' -\-hQ')dz^ _  {aP  +  bQ) d<^ 

where   a,   b   are   arbitrary   constants,   X   is   a   constant   the   value   of  which   can   in   each 

P 

particular  case   be   at   once   determined;    so  when  the  integral  is  3  =  7i,   tbe  differential 

equation  is 


.((1 

■z  +  h)  dz^ 

(aP 

+  bQ)  dx^ 

z' 

{z-l-f 

0^1 

[x  -  if 

where   a,   h   are   arbitrary   constants,   but   X   is    now   a    linear    function    of   z    the    value 
of    which    can    in    each    particular    case    be    at    once    determined.     AVhen    the    integral 

is   s  =  T> ,   the   differential   equation   is 

\(ffls'  +  26g  +  c)rfz'  __  {aL-  +  thLM  +  cM-)  dx' 

z\z-if      -         X'  {cc  -  \y 

containing  the  three   arbitnirj-  constants  a,  6,  c ;    \  is  a  constant   the  value  of   which  can 
be  at  once  determined. 


same  numi 


There  are  in  all  6  integi'als  of  the  form  z  =  j^, 

P    ( 

contains    three    arbitraiy    constants:     18    integrals    of  the   form  e  =  -Q    (and  of  course  the 

P'\  P      P' 

ber  of  integrals  of  the  form  x  =  j^\,  and  9  integrals  of  the  form  7)  =  vy.  for  all 

of  which  the  differential  equation  contains  two  arbitrary  constants,  it  is  to  be  remarked 
that  Kummer,  considering  the  values  of  ^  as  a  function  of  x,  obtains  the  72  rational  and 
irrational  values  mentioned  in  his  equations  (31),  (35),  (36),  (37),  (38),  and  (39):  but  the 
72  values  are  made  up  as  follows,  viz.  the  18  values  of  2  as  a  rational  function  of  x,  the 
36  ii-rational  values  obtained  from  the  18  expressions  of  ic  as  a  rational  function  of  z,  and 
the  18  irrational  values  of  z  obtained  from  the  9  integrals  in  which  neither  of  the 
variables  is  a  rational  function  of  the  other:   18  +  36  +  18  =  72. 
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The   several   integrals   together   with   the   expressions   of  the   functions 
aV  +  Wz  +  c'     and     as?  +  26«  +  c 
which   enter   into    the   differentia!   equation   ai'e   as   follows : 


«- 

<iV  +  26'3+c'  = 

rf+Sfa  +  t^ 

* 

(isV26s  +  c 

«a;=  +  26a;  +  c 

I-* 

<.(a;-I)--26(,.-l)  +  c 

1 

<t  +  26a;  +  car 

1 

» 

«-2S(a,-l)  +  c(^-l)' 

^1 

.. 

«a;'+2ia;(.T;-l)  +  c(a;-lf 

^-1 

i}.ix-\f^1bx{x-X)  +  <i^ 

G^' 

«3'  +  6s 

«(a;+l)'  +  S(a;-l)" 

(2»-l)' 

»{2a;-l)-  +  6 

Ci-^ 

o{a;-2)'  +  4a;- 

43; 

„ 

<t{a;+l)=  +  46a; 

(2«-l)' 
te(»~l) 

«(2a;-iy^  +  46a;{a;-  1) 

(«-2)- 
4(1-1) 

»(a;-2)'-46(a;-l) 

e-:i)" 

fa  +  c 

6(i-l)'  +  c(a;*l)- 

(^.y 

6  +  <;(2a:-l)-^ 

(^T 

6a?  +  c(a;-2)- 

4^ 

(•+ 1)- 

46a.'  +  c(a;+  1)' 

\lx-Vf 

46i(«-l)  +  e(2i'-l)- 

i{x-\) 
(x-%f 

-46(a;-l)t.(a;-2)= 
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4a; 

.^■-(a  +  cjs  +  c 

o(a!-l)-+4= 

-fa(»-l) 

4«a;(a!-I)  +  c 

l(.-l) 

-4«{a>-l)  +  c>? 

4a! 

(x-1)' 

4x(«-l) 

o  +  4«(«-l)   ■ 

a? 
4(a,-l) 

«a^-4c(a;-l) 

,  3,  4  interchanging  x  and  ^ 


«(3-I)^+46» 

^ax^h{x-\f 

4(3-1)            a;'^ 

((s=+46(£-l) 

-4B(,T:-l)-6a;= 

*"('-'>-4J(^l) 

4as(s-l)  +  6 

a  +  46a^  {x  '  1) 

(^-^.4.(.-.„ 

a(^-l)=  +  462: 

4a^{3:-l)  +  6 

4(7^)-*"'("'^l) 

az^-^h{z~V) 

4«9;(i«-l)+6 

4z              "  a? 

«(.-!)=+ 46s 

-4«(x-l)  +  *^ 

-(-^)^'^-i^ 

4«2{2-I)  +  S 

«{:c-lf +  46a; 

*^(-^)-4>-T) 

4««(a-l)+6 

war' -  46  (a;  -  1) 

4(.-i)    (x-ir 

-4a(s-l)  +  63= 

<t{3^-l)=  +  463; 
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The  six  functions  of  the  set  (1),  that  is, 


form  a  group ;   and  by  opei'ating  with  the  s 
group 


a--  -  1  '        X     ' 
ititutions  of  this  group,   and   of  the   til^e 


upon  any  value  of  z  in  the   sets  (2),  (3),  (4),  for  instance  upon  s=f J  ,  we  form  all 

the  18  functions  of  these  sets. 

In    any   one    of    these    sets  (2),   (3),   and   (4),   comparing   two    forms   (the    same   or 
different),   for  instance   in   the   set  (2),  writing  y  for   z   and   then   in   one   form  z  for  x. 


,  whence  I ^    = 


or 

■>l  =  {       -zr\    and  y=- — -t- — ,  whence  (     — ^j  = — ; , 

we  obtain  either  the  equations  of  the  set  (1)  or  those  of  the  sets  (8),  (9)  and  (10);  and 
whether  we  use  the  set  (2),  (S)  or  (4),  the  only  new  equations  obtained  are  thus  the  9 
equations  of  the  sets  (8),  (9)  and  (10),  These  several  equations  present  themselves 
however  in  different  forms:   tor  instance,  instead  of  the  equation 


we  may  obtain 


(s  —  1 )'  _      4ic 

i^  +  ri^l^  +  ^X 
4s       U-i/' 


If,   to   get   rid   of  this  variety  of  form,   we   multiply  oiit   the    denominators,   the   9 
equations  f 


0- 


2afiz  —    '2xz'-  + 


-  1 2xz  + 
0=      a^z''  -l^z 

0  =  IQai'z-  -  IQx'z  -  IQam'  +  IQwz 

Q=      a?s^-    2afz  ■+     ;x^+16a;z 

0=  lex-'z  -IGxz- 

0  =  IQafz  —  IQai^  —  IGxz  + 

0=      x-z-  -    Ixz-  +16a^'3  + 

0=  IGiTS-—      3:^—16*2 

0  =  \^xz-'-\-      a?-\  6.VZ  -  1 6z- 

These  9  equations  are  derivable  all  from  any  one  of  them  by  the  changes  of  the  set  (1) 
upon  X  and  z. 

Cambridge,  Sri^  June,   L879. 
C.  XI.  4 


z 

-    ir. 

-    2s  + 

1 

+  16a;  +  163  - 

16 

-162 

z 

+     22- 

1 

z 

+  16« 

z 

-Kii 

?z 

+    ice 

+ 
+  16« 

1 

Hosted  by 


Google 


[711 


711. 

ON   A   DIAGRAM  CONNECTED  WITH  THE  TRANSFORMATION  OF 
ELLIPTIC   FUNCTIONS. 

'[From  the  Report  of  the  British  Association,  for  the  Advancement  of  Science,  (18HI),  p.  .)34.] 

The  diagram  relates  to  a  known  theorem,  and  is  constructed  a.s  follows.  Consider 
the  infinite  half-plane  y  =  +  ;  draw  in  it,  centre  the  origin  and  radius  unity,  a 
semicircle ;  and  draw  the  infinite  half-lines  a;  =  —  ■^,  and  *'  =  ^ ;  then  we  have  a 
region  included  between  the  lines,  but  exterior  to  the  semicircle.  The  region  in 
question  may  be  regarded  as  a  curnlinear  triangle,  with  the  angles  60",  60°,  and  0'. 
The  region  may  be  moved  parallel  to  itself  in  the  direction  of  the  axis  of  x,  through 
the  distance  1 ;  say  this  is  a  "  displacement " ;  or  we  may  take  the  "  image "  of  the 
region  in  regard  to  the  semicircle.  Performing  any  number  of  times,  and  in  any 
order,  these  two  operations  of  making  the  displacement  and  of  taking  the  image,  we 
obtain  a  new  region,  which  is  always  a  curvilinear  triangle  (bounded  by  circular 
arcs)  and  having  the  angles  60°,  60",  0°;  and  the  theorem  is  that  the  whole  series 
of  the  new  regions  thus  obtained  completely  covers,  without  interstices  or  over- 
lapping, the  infinite  half-plane.  The  number  of  regions  is  infinite,  and  the  size  of 
the  successive  regions  diminishes  very  rapidly.  The  diagram  AViw  a  coloured  one, 
exhibiting  the  regions  obtained  by  a  few  of  the  successive  operations. 

The   analytical   theorem   is   that   the  whole  series  of  transformations,  a>  into . 

where   a,   y3,  7,  B   are   integers  such    that   aB  —  ^y=l,   can   be   obtained   by   combination 

of  the  transformations  0  into  w  -|- 1  and  (o  into . 
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A  PARTIAL   DIFFERENTIAL  EQUATION   CONNECTED   WITH   THE 
SIMPLEST   CASE   OF   ABEL'S   THEOREM. 


[From  the  Report  of  the  British  Association  for  the  Advancement  of  Science,   (1881), 
pp.  534,  535.] 

Consider  a  given  cubic  curve  cut  by  a  line  in  the  points  {x^,  y,),  (a^,  y,), 
(*a>  yi)i  taking  the  first  and  second  points  at  pleasure,  these  determine  uniquely  the 
thirti  point.  Analytically,  the  equation  of  the  curve  determines  i/i  as  a  function  of 
«!,  and  ?/2  as  a  function  of  a;^:   writing  in  the  equation 

a:,  =  -)^,  +  (l-\)w,,     y,=  Xy,+{l-\)y,, 

we  have  X  by  a  simple  equation,  and  thence  a^,;  viz.  w^  is  found  as  a  function  of 
«],  a™,  and  of  the  nine  constants  of  the  equation.  Hence  forming  the  derived  equations 
(in  regard  to  aij,  x^  of  the  first,  second,  and  third  orders,  we  have  (1  +  2 +  3 +  4=)  10 
equations  from  which  to  eliminate  the  9  constants;  x,,  considered  as  a  function  of 
iC]  and  «2,  thus  satisfies  a  partial  diiferential  equation  of  the  third  order,  independent 
of  the  particular  cubic  curve. 

To  obtain  this  equation  it  is  only  necessary  to  observe  that  wc  have,  by  Abel's 
theorem, 

dx,      dx,     dx. 

x.  +  x.^x,-"' 

where  Xi  is  a  given  function  of  x^  and  y^,  that  is,  of  a;,;  X^  and  X,  are  the  like 
functions  of  x^  and  x-j  respectively.  Hence,  considering  x^  as  a  function  of  x^  and  x.^, 
we  have 

dx~_     X^       dxi^     Xs 

dx,         Xj '     dxs         X^ ' 

4—2 
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das. 


differentiating  successively  with  I'egard  to  x,  and 

J?    ^  .      /dx-i 
dxy  dx-i    *  \dx. 


respectively :    henee    taking    the   logaiithm   and 


dwj       ' 


which  is  the  required  partial  differential  equation  of  the  third  oi-der. 

This  differential  equation  has  a  simple  geometrical  signification.  Consider  three 
consecutive  positions  of  the  line  meeting  the  cubic  curve  in  the  points  1,  2,  3- 
1',  2',  3';  1",  2".  3"  respectively:  qua  equation  of  the  third  order,  the  equation 
should  in  effect  determine  3"  by  means  of  the  other  points.  And,  in  fact,  the  three 
positions  of  the  line  constitute  a  cubic  curve;  the  nine  points  are  thus  the  inter- 
sections of  two  cubic  curves,  or,  say,  they  are  an  "ennead"  of  points;  any  eight  of 
the  points  thus  determine  uniquely  the  ninth  point. 
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ADDITION    TO   MR   ROWE'S   MEMOIR   ON   ABEL'S   THEOREM. 


[From  the  Philosophical  Transactions  of  the  Royal   Society  of  London,  vol.  172,  Part  ni. 
(1881),  pp.  751—758.     deceived  May  27,— Read  June  10,   1880.] 

In  Abel's  general  theorem  y  is  an  irrational  function  of  cc  determined  by  an 
equation  x  iv)  =  ^>  ^'^  ^^y  X  (*-  y)  =  0.  tif  the  order  n  as  regaixis  y :  and  it  was  shown 
by  him  that  the  sum  of  any  number  of  the  integrals  considei-ed  may  be  reduced  to 
a  sum  of  7  integrals ;  where  7  is  a  determinate  number  depending  only  on  the  form 
of  the  equation  j£(a;,  y)  =  0,  and  given  in  his  equation  (62),  [(Euvres  CompUtes,  (1881), 
t.  I.  p.  168]:  viz.  if,  solving  the  equation  so  as  to  obtain  from  it  developments  of  y 
m  descending  series  of  powers  of  x,  we  have* 

«iju,  series  each  of  the  form  y  —  af^-  +  ..., 


,';  =  *■""■  +  ..., 
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(so  that  n  =  n,ij.i  +  n3fis+ ... +niciJ.k)<  then  7  is  a  determinate  function  of  »i,  m,,  fi,; 
«o.  »i(2,  Ms;  ...;   Wi,  Mil,  /it. 

Mr  Rowe  has  expressed  Abel's  7  in  the  following  form,  viz.  assuming 

then  this  expression  is 

or,  what  is  the  same  thing,  for  n  writing  its  value  2m/t, 

7  =  SjlrWrilsy"*  +  ^2«'^*/*  —  i  Slim  —  ^SlJ/t  —^Xu  +  l, 

where  in  the  first  sura  7%  s  have  each  of  them  the  values  1,  2,  ...,h,  subject  to  the 
condition  3>r;  in  each  of  the  other  sums  n,  m,  and  fi  are  considered  as  having  the 
sufGx  r,  which  has  the  values  1,  2,  ...,  k. 

It  is  a  leading  result  in  Riemann's  theory  of  the  Abelian  integrals  that  7  is  the 
deficiency  (Geschlecht)  of  the  curve  represented  by  the  equation  x  (^.  y)  =  ** :  and  it 
must  consequently  be  demonstrable  a  posteriori  that  the  foregoing  expression  for  7  is 
in  fact  =  deficiency  of  curve  j(  (x,  y)  =  0.  I  propose  to  verify  this  by  means  of  the 
formulae  given  in  my  paper  "  On  the  Higher  Singularities  of  a  Plane  Curiae,"  Quart. 
Math.  Jour.,  vol.  vii.,  (1866),  pp.  212—223,  [374]. 

It  is  necessary  to  distinguish  between  the  values  of  —  which  ate  >,  =,  and  <  1 ; 
and  to  fix  the  ideas  I  assume  k  —  7,  and 

!?_\   !!!5,    "\each>l, 
/*i      fii      f^ 

—  =  1 ;  say  in,  =  u,.=X,  and  n,  =  d: 

m.     itie     m,         , 

—  ,    — ^,    —  .  eaeh  <  1, 
^6      Mb      /*7 

but  it  will  be  easily  seen  that  the  reasoning  is  quite  genera!.  I  use  S'  to  denote 
a  sum  in  regai-d  to  the  first  set  of  suffixes  1,  2,  3,  and  S"  to  denote  a  sum  in 
regard  to  the  second  set  of  suffixes  5,  6,  7.     The  foregoing  value  of  n  is  thus 

51  =  S'tifi  +  X0  +  'S,"n/i. 

Introducing  a  third  coordinate  s  for  homogeneity,  the  equation  x  (^'  y)  =  ^  "* 
the  curve  will  be 


...[y-x^    {y 


0=[yz''-    ^-W'}      ...yy-x^)    [y-x>'^z 
where   it   is   to   be    observed    that   (     )"'»■    is    written    to    denote    the    product    of   iii/i, 
different   series   each   of   the    form   yzi^''  -  A-,x^'  -  ... ;    these   divide   themselves   into   Jij 
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gi'oups,  each   a   product   of  /k,   series;    atid   in   each   such    product   the   fi,   coefficients  A, 

are  in  general  the  fi,  values  of  a  function  containing  a  radical  a"'  and  are  thus 
different  from  each  other:  it  is  in  what  follows  in  effect  assumed  not  only  that  this 
is    so,   but    that   all   the   «iju,   coefficients   A,   are   different   fi-oin   each   other* :    the   like 

remarks   apply   to   the   other    factors.      It    applies   in    particular   to   the   term    [v  —  a^j    , 

viz.  it  is  assumed  that  the  coefficients  A  in  the  Xd  series  'i/  =  Ax^+ ...  are  all  of 
them    different    from    each    other.      These    assumptions    as    to    the    leading    coefficients 

really  imply  Abel's  assumption  that  —,...,—*  are  all  of  them  fractions  in  their  least 
terms,  and  in  particular  that  ■-  is  a  fraction  in  its  least  tenns,  viz.  that  \  =  1 :  I 
retain  however  for  convenience  the  general  value  X,  putting  it  ultimately  =1. 

In  the  product  of  the  several  infinite  series,  the  tenns  containing  negative  powei-s 
all  disappear  of  themselves;  and  the  product  is  a  rational  and  integral  function 
F{x,  y,  z)  of  the  coordinates,  which  on  putting  therein  z  =  l  becomes  =x(^.  V)- 
The  equation  of  the  curve  thus  is  F{x,  y,  s)  =  0;   and  the  order  is 

viz.  if  ii'  is  the  order  of  the  curve  x(^i  y)  =  ^!  ^^^'^  K  =  %'nm  +  X6 +  'S,"nfi. 

The  curve  has  singularities  (singular  points)  at  infinity,  that  is,  on  the  line  ^  =  0 : 
viz. — 

First,  a  singularity  at  (2  =  0,  x-  0),  where  the  tangent  is  oj  =  0,  and  which, 
writing  for  convenience  y  =  l,  is  denoted  by  the  function 

G--'0" ■'"- 

where  observe  that  the  expressed  factor  indicates  Mj  branches  1^  — a;"''~"J  ,  or 
say     Hi  (Wi  — /ii)     partial     branches     s  —  x'""'"' ,     that     is,     ih  (in,  —  fi,)     partial     branches 

S'=AiX™'~'^'  +  ...,  with  in  all  ni{m,  —  fi,)  distinct  values  of  A,:  and  the  like  as  regards 
the  unexpressed  factors  with  the  suffixes   2  and  3. 


Secondly,   a  singularity   at   (3=0,   y  =  0),   where    the    tangent    is   y  —  0,   and    which, 
writing  for  convenience  a;  =  1,  is  denoted  by  the  function 


"  This  assumption  is  virtimll;  mode  by  Abel,  [1.  c.)  p.  162,  in  the  expi'essiou  "alore  on  aura  eu  g£n^ral. 
eioepte  quelques  eae  partioulierE  que  je  me  dispense  de  considSrer:  h{ij' -!i"]  —  liy',  &o.":  viz.  the  meaning  is 
that  the  degree  of  y'  being  greater  than  or  equal  to  that  of  y",  then  tlie  degree  of  y'-y"  is  eq^ual  to  that 
of  y"  ;  of  course  when  the  degrees  are  equal,  this  implies  that  the  coefficients  of  the  two  leadir^  terms  muBl 
be  unequal. 
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where    observe    that    the    expressed    factor    indicates    n.,    branches    [z  —  yi^^-"hj        ,    or 
say    115(^5  — m^)     partial     branches     s  —  yi^^-'"',    that     is,    ?is  (^  —  WI5)     partial     branches 

2^  A^y'~'"'  + ...,    with    in    all    Wi(/*s— mj)    distinct    %'alues    of   A,:     and    the    like    as 
regards  the  unexpressed  factors  with  the  suffixes  6  and  7. 

Thirdly,  singularities  at  the  9  points  (s  —  O,  y  —  Ax  =■  0),  A  having  here  0  distinct 
values,  at  any  one  of  which  the  tangent  is  ^  —  Ax  =  0,  and  which  are  denoted  by 
the  function 


but  in  the  case  ultimately  considered  X  is  =  1 ;  and  these  are  then  the  $  ordinaiy 
jioints  at  infinity,  (3  =  0,  y  —  Ax  =  0). 

According  to  the  theory  explained  in  my  paper  above  referred  to,  these  several 
singulai'ities  are  together  equivalent  to  a  certain  number  8'  +  k  of  nodes  and  cusps ; 
viz,  we  have 

8'  =  ^il/-f2{a-l), 
S(a-l), 
hence 

Assuming  that  there  are  no  other  singularities,  the  deficiency 
1(K-1)(K-2)-S'~k' 
=  }s{K-l)(K-2)-lM  +  ^l{a-l). 
This  should  be  equal  to  the  before -mentioned  value  of  7 ;   viz.  we  ought  to  have 

{K -l){K-2)- i\f+  2  (a  -  1)  =  22»vm,««/i,  +  Sn-n^ju  - £nm  -  "Zufi -  tn  +  % 
or,  as  it  will  be  convenient  to  wTite  it, 

Jl/  =  ^-  ~  3^  +  2  (a  - 1 )  -  22KrnvR,/is -  Sn^n^  -1-  Snm  +  Sn/t  +  2», 

which  is  the  equation  which  ought  to  be  satisfied  by  the  values  of  M  and  £(«  — 1) 
calculated,  according  to  the  method  of  my  paper,  for  the  foregoing  singularities  of 
the  curve. 

We  have  as  before 

K  —  X'nm  +  2"m^  +  6\. 

The  term  'S.n,.m,-n^fis,  written  at  length,  is 

=     n,  «i,  («,,/*..  +  H,/(.j  +  $\  +  ihiii  +  im^i  +  n-iii^) 
+  n^nu  (  thii^  +  ^  +  n^fi.^  +  lie/^e  +  «r^) 

+  ih-nh  (  Ox  A-  iJs/i!.  +  "bA^  +  n,/ij) 

+    &>-  (  "i/*B  +  Wd/^  +  «7Mr) 

+  ",i»5  (  «fl/*6  +  Wrju?) 
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which  is 


l.nm     =t'nm     +0\    +'2"nm, 

S«/t      =  S'n./i      +  flX    +  S"K|U, 

tn         ^Sfn        +  fl      +  2"«. 
We  next  calculate  2(a  — 1). 
For  the  singularity 

each   branch    [z—a^'-'^'\  gives    a  =  m^  — /i,,    and    the    value    of*   £  (a  —  1)    for    this 

singularity  is 

Ki  (mi  -  ^i  -  1)  +  Jla  (ma  -  /:i2  -  1)  +  Wa  (nis  -  /t,  -  1 ), 
which  is 

=  t'nm  —  2'»/i  —  %'n. 
For  the  singularity 


each    branch    U-y'''-™>j  gives    a  =  ^j-m5,    and    the    value    of    S(a-l)    for    this 

singularity  is 

n,  (Mr,  -  m,  -  1)  -f  H„  (/:t8  -  ma  -  1)  +  m?  (^  -  ni,  -  1), 
which  is 

=  2"ji/A  —  2"wm  —  S"ji. 

For  each  of  the  9  singularities 

we   have   a  =  X    and    the    value    of   S(a-l)   is   =f(?i.-l):    this   is   =  0   for   the   value 
X=l,  which  is  ultimately  attributed  to  X, 
The  complete  value  of  2(a-l)  is  thus 

=  S'lim  —  S"jim  —  X'ufi  +  S"ji/i  —  t'n  —  2"n  +  ffK  —  &. 
Substituting  all  these  values,  we  have 

M  =  (S'nm  +  S'V)'  +  2^  (SVm  +  S"n,j.)  +  {Bxy 

-  3  {t'nm  +  S'V^)  -  3^ 

+  X'nm  —  S"jim  —  %'nfj.  +  2"?!^  —  2'n  —  2"m  +  ^  —  ^ 

-  2fnrmrn,ti, -  %&>. (t'nni  +  S'V)  -  22'«m .  2"n/* -  2X"n,m,n,ti, 

-  %'n'm/j.  —  (0xy  —  %"n^fi, 
+  t'mn  +  5\  +  S"mi 

+  2'«^  +  ^  +  %"nfi 
+  2'«+^+2'y 
c.  XI.  5 
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or,  reducing, 

M=    (t'nmf  -  S'wm  -  S'«=m/y,  -  aSV^rJi^ft 
+  (X'ti/if  —  ^"nft  —  X"n''m/i  —  22"ftrm,-/isju.,; 

and   it   is   to   be   shown   that   the   two   lines    of    this   expression   are   in   fact   the   values 
of  M  belonging  to  tbe  singularities 

[z  ~  w™''"-')  ...,   and   {z—y'~™n  ..., 

respectively,      Wc  assume  \  =  1,  and  there  is  thus  no  singulanty  iy  —  x'-J    ■ 

I  recall  that,  considering  the  several  partial  branches  which  meet  at  a  singular 
point,  M  denotes  the  sum  of  the  number  of  the  intersections  of  each  partial  branch 
by  every  other  partial  branch ;  so  that  for  each  pair  of  partial  branches  the  inter- 
sections are  to  be  counted  ttuice.  Supposing  that  the  tangent  is  ic  =  0,  and  that  for 
any  two  branches  we  have  i,  =  AiX^',  z^^  A^^'  (where  pi,  p.^  are  each  equal  to  or 
greater  than  1),  then  if  ps  =  pi.  and  ^^i-Sj^  (^, -  jI^)*?'  where  ^ii  — ^^  not  =0  (an 
assumption  which  has  been  already  made  as  regards  the  cases  about  to  be  considered), 
then  the  number  of  intersections  is  taken  to  be  =pi;  and  if  pj  and  p^  are  unequal, 
then  taking  p^  to  be  the  greater  of  them,  the  leading  term  of  e,~z.i  is  —Aixf',  and 
the  number  of  intersections  is  taken  to  be  =pi ;  viz,  in  the  case  of  unequal  ex- 
ponents," it  is  equal  to  the  smaller  exponent. 

Consider   now   the    singularity    [s -n)"''-'^']  ...;    and   first   the   intersections   of 

a   partial    branch    z  —  x™^''^'   by   each   of  the   remaining    «i(mi  — /:ij)  —  1   partial   branches 
of  the   same,    set:    the    number    of   intersectionw   with    any   one    of    these   is    —        --  —  ■ 

and    consequently    the    number    with  all    of  them    is    =     [«i  {«*i  —  ^i)  —  1].      But    we 

obtain   this  same  number  from   each   of  the   »ii(m,  ~^)   partial   branches,  and   thus  the 
whole  number  is 

"■  <»'■  -  !'•'>  o,;"^,  t"-  <"'■ "  ''■^  ~  '1  = "'"'  I"'  <'»■ "  **■'  -  ^- 

Taking  account  of  the  other  sets,  each  with  itself,  the  whole  number  of  such 
intersections  is 

«,m,  \n,  {m,  -  fL,) -1]  +  n^'im [n,  (m,  - /i,)  -  1]  +  n,m,  [ih  (m, -/i,)  -  1], 
which  is 

=  '%'ri?'in?  —  '^'ri?mfj.  —  %'nm.. 
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Observe   uow   that   —>  —  ,  that  is,   ^<-^,   and   that,   these    being   each   <  1,   we 
thence  have   1  -  —  >  1  -  ^' ,  that  is,    - — -^  >  — — ^ :   and  we  thus  have 


Considering  now  the  intersections  of  partial  branches  of  the  two  sets 

ie  —  x'"-'-'^']  and    U  —  ic™2-''aj 

r^pectively,   a   partial   branch   3~ic'"i-''i   gives   with   each   partial    branch    of   the    other 

set   a    number  = '- — ;    and   in    this   way   taking    each    partial    branch    of   each    set, 

the  number  is 

and  thus  for  all  the  sets  the  number  is 

which  is 

=  ^'nrms-tigms  —  ^'rtym,.ns/J.s , 

where   in   the   first   sum   the    X'  refers   to   each  pair  of  values  of  the   suffixes.     But  the 
intersections  are  to  be  taken  twice ;   the  number  thus  is 

=  2X'nrm.rnsm.g  —  2S'nrmrJisMs- 

Adding  the  foregoing  number 

X'nhn?  —  X'n^m/i  —  X'nrn, 

the  whole  numbei'  for  the  singularity  in  question  is 

=  (Xnmf  -  Vnm  -  S'n'm/t-  22'7,,m,«,Ms- 

Similarly    for    the    singularity   \z  —  y^-'^'J  . . . ;    taking    each    set    with    itself,    the 

number  of  intersections  is 

HsMs  [n,  (/J.,  -  m,)  -  1]  +  M„/A,  [n,  (^„  -  m^)  - 1]  +  Ji,^  [n,  (fi,  -m,)-  1], 
which  is 

—  ^''t^'fi'  —  ^"n^mfi.  —  X"n/M. 

5—2 
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We  have  here  — °>  — ;   each   of  these   beine   less   than  1,   we   have    1 ^<1 -, 


Hence  considering  the    two   sets 


(z-y''^-«'^j  and    [z  -  y'''   ""] 


a  partial   branch    of  the   first   set  gives   with   a   partial  branch  of  the  second  set      -^- 
intersections ;   and  the  number  thus  obtained  is 

For  all  the  sets  the  number  is 

«!««ft  (ft  -  m.)  +  "iWy/tv  (Ms  -  WfO  +  «6«7ft  (|t«  -  "ie) 
or  taking  this  twice,  the  mimber  is 

where   in   the   first   sum   the   2"  refers  to   each   pair   of  suffixes.     Adding  the   foregoing 
value 

%"n''fi^  —  ^"iv'mfj.  —  ^"n/j,, 


the  whole  number  for  the  singularity  in  question  is 

=  (^"nfjCf  —  'tl'tiji  —  %"n^inij.  —  21,"nrmi.ns/J.s ; 

and  the  proof  is  thus  completed. 

Referring  to  the  foot-note  {ante,  p.  31),  I  remark  that  the  theorem  7  =  deficiency, 
is  absolute,  and  applies  to  a  curve  with  any  singularities  whatever:  in  a  eurve  which 
has  singularities  not  taken  account  of  in  Abel's  theory,  the  "  quelques  cas  particuliers 
que  je  me  dispense  de  consid^rer,"  the  singularities  not  taken  account  of  give  rise 
to  a  diminution  in  the  deficiency  of  the  curve,  and  also  to  an  equal  diminution  of 
the  value  of  7  as  determined  by  Abel's  formula;  and  the  actual  deficieney  will  be 
=  Abel's  7  -  such  diminution,  that  is,  it  will  be  =  true  value  of  7, 
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VARIOUS    NOTES. 

[From  the  Messenger  of  Mathematics,  vol.  vii.  (1878),  pp.  69,  115,  124,  125.] 

An  Identity. 
The    following    remarkable    identity   is    given    under    a    slightly   different    form    by 
uss,  Werke,  t.  iii.,  p.  424, 


=!>+(l)"-(?^y--(;ifl)"— }'• 


On  two  related  quadric  functions. 

<px  =a'^(o-x)-x(c^  —  b^  —  ex), 
■\}ra:  =  ¥  (c-a;)-i« (c'  ~a^—cx): 
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A  Trigo-HOmetrical  Identity. 
cos  (b  -  c)  cos  (b  +c  +d)  +  co3a  cos  (a  +  d) 
=  cos  (c  —  a)  cos  (c  +  a  +  d)  +  cos  6  cos  (b  +  d) 
=  cos  {a  —  b)  cos  (a  +  6  +  d)  +  cos  c  cos  (c  +  d) 
=  COB  a  cos  (a-\-d)  +  cos  6  cos  (b  +  d)  +  cos  c  cos  (e  +  rf)  -  cos  d. 


Extract  from  a  Letter. 
"  I  wish  to  construct  a  correspondence  such  as 

or,  say,  for  gi-eater  convenience 

viz.  if 

X  +11/  =  cos  u, 
then 

X  +  i7  =  cos3«. 

Suppose  3«o  is   a   value  of  3w  corresponding  to   a  given  value   of  X  +  iY,  then  the 
three  values  of  ic  +  iy  are  of  course  coswj,  cosfM„+  -o-jj   but  I  am   afraid  that  the   cal- 
culation  of  M„,  even   with  cosh  and  sinh   tables,  would  be   very  laborious.     Writing 
Z  +  *F  =  .fi(cos@+i8in0), 

the  intervals  for  0  might  be  5°,  10"  or  even  15°,  those  of  R,  say  O'l  from  0  to  2, 
and  then  0"5  up  to  4  or  5;  and  2  places  of  decimals  would  be  quite  sufficient;  but 
even  this  would  probably  involve  a  great  mass  of  calculation. 

It   has   occurred   to   me    that    perhaps   a    geometrical    solution   might   be   found   for 
the  equation  X  +  iY  =  cos  3i(." 

October  31,  1S77. 
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NOTE    ON    A    SYSTEM    OE    ALGEBRAICAL    EQUATIONS. 

[From  the  Messenger  of  Mathematics,  vol.  "VII.  (1878),  pp.  17,  18.] 
Assume 

yz   +zx+xy  =  Q, 

xyz  =  U, 

Awning!  +  Q)-w'{mx  +  P). 
£-y(»i  +  e)-»M~y  +  n 
G  =3  (Jia^  +  Q) -  v^ (m3  +  P), 

Then 

(me  +  P)B-  (mij  +  P)C 

=  (myi  +  Pg)(na  +  Q)-  (i»y2  +  Pi)  {may  +  Q) 
=  myz  {nzx  +  Q-  nxy  ~Q)  +  Pnxys  +  PQy  —  P^ixyz  -  PQs 
=  mn!m/z(,z-y)-PQ{s-y) 
=  (z-y){mmye-P(i}-(y-e)&; 
whence,  identically, 

(me  +P)B  -(my  +  P)C~(y-e)  0, 
(mx+  P)(J  -(mz  +  P)  A  .(z  -x)«, 
(my+P)A-(mx  +  P)B  =  ix-y)&. 
Hence  any  two  of  the  equations  A  -0,  B  —  0,  0  =  0  imply  the  third  eqnation. 
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We  have 

A=x{(n  +  l)ys  +  zx  +  xy]  -  w'  [{m  +  1)  ^  +  (y  +  z)\ 
^{x^-W'){y^z)-x\_{m  +  l)w^-{n  +  l)yzl 
and  similarly  for  B  and  C     The  three  equations  therefore  are 


iC 

J  +  2 

X'  -  W=       {'. 

m  +  l)w"-(n  +  l)j/3 

V        _ 

z  +  x 

f-W      (: 

'»  +  l)i«--(»+l)«a' 

z 

i  +  y 

^  -vf      (m  +  1)  w=  -  (?H-  1)  xy  ' 
and  any  two  of  these  equations  imply  the  third  equation. 
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AN   ILLUSTRATION   OF   THE  THEORY   OF   THE  ^-FUNCTIONS. 

[From  the  Messenger  of  Mathematics,  vol.  vii.  (1878),  pp.  27 — 32,] 

If    X    be    a   given    quartic    function    of  x,  and    if  u,    or   for    converiience    a    constant 

I*    dx 
multiple   ait,  be   the  value   of  the  integral   I  -^y,   taken   from   a  given   inferior   limit  to 

the  superior  limit  x;  then,  conversely,  x  is  expressible  as  a  function  of  u,  viz.  it  is 
expressible  in  terms  of  ^-functions  of  u,  where  ^m,  or  say  ^(u,  %)  (g  a  parameter 
upon   which   the   function   depends),   is   given   by   definition   as   the   sum    of    a   series   of 

exponentials   of  u ;   and   it   is   possible   from   the  assumed  equation   au  =  I  -;v-va  •  ^'^^  ^^^ 

J  V{a) 
definition   of  ^m,  to   obtain   by  genera!   theory  the  actual  formula  for   the  detennination 
of  w  as  such  a  function  of  u. 

I   propose    here  to   obtain    these    formulEe,    in   the    case    where   X   is   a   product   of 
real   foctors,   in   a   less   scientific   manner,   by   connecting   the   function   ^   (as   given   by 

such   definition)  with   Jacobi's    function   0,   and   by   reducing   the   integi'al    f  —jr^.    by   a 

/  V('i) 
linear    substitution    to    the    form    of    an     elliptic    integral ;     the    object     being    merely    to 
obtain    for    the    case    in    question    the    actual    formulse    for    the    expression    of  as    in  terms 
of  ^--functions  of  u. 

The  definition  of  ^u  or,  when  the  parameter  is  expressed,  ^  (u,  g)  is 

^w  =  S(-)*e-a»=+^, 

where   s   has   all   positive   or  negative   integer   values,  zero  included,   from    —  oc    to  +  oo 

(that  is,  from  —  S  to  +  S,  S  —  <Xi);  the  parameter  S,  or  (if  imaginary)  its  real  part, 
must  be  positive. 

c.  XI.  6 
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Evidently  ^u  is  an  even  function :   &(—«)  =  Sm.     Moreover,  it  is  at  once   seen   that 
we  have 


where  m   and   n   are   any   positive   or   negative   integers,   is    the    product   of   'Au    by   an 
exponential   factor,  or  say  simply  that  it  is  a  multiple  of  ^u. 

Writing  M  =  -|*"g,  we  have  ^(--^ig)  =  ^(^1"?),  that  is, 

and  therefore  also 

The   above    properties    are    general,   but   if   g   be    real,   then   k,    K,   K',   q   being    as   in 
Jacobi   (consequently  k  being   real,   positive,  and   less   than    1,   and  K  and   K'  real  and 


5  (=  e    ^  )  =  e-5, 

the   function  %   is   given   in   terms    of   Jacobi's    0   by   the   equation   ^(  =  ©  f 1 ;    or, 

what  is  the  same  thing,  ®M  =  &in^)- 

We   hence   at   once  obtain   expressions   of    the   elliptic   functions   sn  u,  en  u,   dn  w  in 
tenns  of  &,  viz.  these  are 


vt    "'""      'iBt+s'";     *='(5)' 


Ifk" 


Consider  now  the  integral 

r  dw  f     dx 

].^l(-)^-a.>,-b.^-o.^-dy  =1.7m  "•f^"'- 

where  a,  t,  c,  rf  are  taken  to  be  real,  and  in  the  order  of  increasing  magnitude,  viz. 
it  is  assumed  that  b  —  a,  c—a,  d  —  a,  c  —  b,  d  —  b,  d  —  c  are  all  positive ;  w  considered 
as  the  variable  under  the  integral  sign  is  always  real;  when  it  is  between  a  and  b 
or  between  c  and  d,  X  is  positive,  and  we  assume  that  VC-^)  denotes  the  positive 
value   of    the   radical ;    but   if   x   is   between    b    and   c,   X   is   negative,   and   we   assume 
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that  the  sign  of  ^/{X)  is  taken  so  that  -^-^  ^^  '^^"^^  ^°  ^  positive  multiple  of  i, 
and  this  being  so  the  integral  is  taken  from  the  inferior  limit  a  to  the  superior 
limit  X,  which  is  real. 

Take  x  a  linear  function  of  y,  such  that  for 

x~a,  h,    c,     d, 

y  =  0,  1,  1^,  =0 ,  respectively, 

so  that,  X  increasing  continuously  from  a  to  d,  y  vriW  increase  continuously  from  0  to  «; . 
We  have 

_  i  —  a.d  —  c 
d  —  b  .c  —  a' 

b  —d x  —  a 


\-k^y: 


'b-a  x-d' 
d—a x^c 


c  -  a  x  —  d' 
and,  thence, 

where  . /{  ^—j  is  taken  to  be  positive,  and  the  sign  of  \/{X)  is  fixed  as  above.  Then 
for  y  between  0  and  1  or  >  j^,y  A  ~y .1 -k''y  will  be  positive,  and  ^J{;y .l—y .l-k''y) 
will   also   be   positive ;   but   y  being  between   1   and  ^ ,  y.l-y.l-kh/  will  be  negative, 

and  the  sign  of  the  radical  is  such  that  -r-, — ^z: -■  _  >.3  -.  i^  a  positive  multiple  of  *. 

We  have  moreover 

and  therefore 

vcj.i-y.i-i-jr"^'  'vm' 

where  ^/(d  —  h.c-  a)  is  positive ;   or,  say, 

[  ^y  —   lirl      h  if   _^_ 
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Hence,  writing  y  =  £^  =  sn'  u,  we  have 


ix,.^{i-l.c-ii)\    ^ 


and  it  is  to  be  further  noticed  that  to 

x  =  a,  b.  c,     d. 


correspond 

or  we  may  say 
Writing  for 

we  have 


sn  M=  0,  1,  r ,  M  , 
k 

-0,     K,     K  +  iK',     2K  +  iK'. 
2 


V(X)' 
die 


V((i-6.c-»)' 

!     dc 


Jo   \ 


or  if  for  a  moment  we  write 


r. 


then  these  equations  are 


v(j)     ■  """■■ 

aK  =  B-A, 
<i(K  +  iK')-C-A, 
ii(2K  +  iK'}  =  J}-A. 
Hence  B  +  C-2A-D-A,  that  is,  A~B-O+D  =  0,  or  B-Jl=i)-C,  that  is, 


dw 


where  observe   as   before   that  ai  =  a   to   x~h,  or   x  =  c   to   a;  =  rf,  X  is  jpositive,  and  the 
radical  V(-^)  is  talien  to  be  positive. 

We  have  also 
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where,   as  before,  from   b   to   c,  X   is   negative,  and   the  sign   of  the  radical  is  such  that 
—ijY\  i^  ^  positive  multiple  of  i;   the  last  formula  may  be  more  conveniently  written 

where,  from  i  to  c,  —  X  is  positive,  and  v'(~  X)  is  also  taken  to  be  positive. 
Collecting  the  results,  we  have 

L  V(X)  = 


and  also 


s/id  —  h.  c—  a)' 


and  then  conversely 

or,  what  is  the  same  thing. 


a(d-b)  +  d(b~a)sn'^ 


~b-a. 
d-a 


_  d—  a 
c  —  a 


where,   in   place   of  the   elliptic   functions   we   are   to   substitute  their  ^-values;    it   will 
be  recollected  that  g,  the  parameter  of  the  ^-functions,  has  the  value 


{"    dx 


and,  as  before, 

Hence,  finally,  a,  k,  k',  K,  %  denoting  given  functions  of  a,  b,  e,  d,  if  as  above 
f     dw 

-U'W""' 


2K' 


we  have  conversely 

b-d.!i-a         1 

*S,.(g 

S-<..«-ti         t' 

d-a.t-b         k' 
h-a.x-d         k 

-is+l 

^^•(S 

i-a..-o 

^■iS 

c-a.x-d         ' 

which  are  the  formulae  in  question. 
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The   problem   is  to  obtain  them  (and  that  in  the  more  general  case  where  a,  b,  c,  d 
have  any  given  imaginary  values)  directly  from  the  assumed  equation 

f     dx 

and  from  the  foregoing  definition  of  the  function  ^. 

It  may  be  recalled  that  the  function  ^v,  is  a  doubly  infinite  product 

^;(  =  nnJi- 


mir  +  {n  +  ^ 


n   and   n    positive   or  negative  integers  from    -co    to    +co;    I  purposely  omit  all   further 
ixplanations  as  to  limits ;   or,  what  is  the  same  thing, 


2K  X        2mK  +  (2n  +  1)  iK'j  ' 

and  consequently  that,  disregarding  constant  and  exponential  factors,  the  foregoing 
expressions  of 

b  —  d.x  —  a      d  —  a.x—h      d  —  a.x  —  c 

h  —  a.x~d'     b  —  a .  a:  ^  d'     c  —a.x  —  d' 

are  the  squares  of  the  expressions  ^,  ™,  -^,  where  X,  Y,  Z,  W  are  respectively  of 
the  form 

»™|i  +  (^,).   nn{i  +  (=i^j, 

where  (m,  n)  =  HmK  + 'iniK',  and  the  stroke  over  the  m  or  the  n  denotes  that  the 
2m  or  the  In  (as  the  ease  may  be)  is  to  be  changed  into  2to  +  1  or  2ji  +  1.  But 
this  is  a  transformation  which  has  apparently  no  application  to  the  S-f unctions  of 
more  than  one  variable. 
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ON    THE    TEIPLE    THETA-FUNCTIONS. 

[From  the  Messenger  of  Mathematics,  vol.  Vll.  (1878),  pp.  48—50.] 

As  a  specimen  of  mathematical  notation,  viz.  of  the  notation  which  appears  to 
me  the  easiest  to  read  and  also  to  print,  1  give  the  deiinition  and  demonstration  of 
the  fundamental  properties  of  the  triple  theta-functions. 

Definition. 

^{U,  V,   F)  =  2exp.0, 
where 

®  =  {A,  B,  C,  F,  G,  H){1,  m,  ny  +  2(U.    V,    W){1,  m,  n), 

2    denoting    the    sum    in    regard    to    all    positive    and    negative    integer    values    from 
—  00  to  +  CO  (zero  included)  of  I,  m,  n  respectively. 

^  ( ET,  V,  W)  is  considered  as  a  function  of  the  arguments  ( IT,  V,  W),  and  it 
depends  also  on  the  parameters  (A,  B,  G,  F,  G,  H). 

First  Property.     ^{U.   V,   Tf)  =  0,  for 

U  =  ^\a^  +  (A,  H.  <?)(a,  /3,  y)}, 
V  =  )^[yiri  +  {H,  B.  F)(<2,  yS,  j)], 
W-^{^  +  (6,F,G)ia,^,y)], 

X,  y,  z,  a,  B,  7   being  any  positive  or   negative   integer   numbers,  such   that  a«  +  /S;/+7s 
=  odd  number. 

Demonstratio'n.  It  is  only  necessary  to  show  that  to  each  term  of  ^  there  corre- 
sponds a  second  term,  such  that  the  indices  of  the  two  exponentials  differ  by  an  odd 
multiple  of  tt-j. 
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Taking  I,  m,  n  as   the   integers   which   belong   to   the  one  term,  those  belonging  to 
the  other  term  are 

-(i+.),     -(«.  +  «,     -(n+T), 

(where  observe  that  one  at  least  of  the  numbers  a,  fj,  y  being  odd,  this  system  of 
vahtes  is  not  in  any  case  identical  with  I,  m.  n).     The  two  exponents  then  are 

0,  -{A,  B,  0,  F,  G,  H)Q,  m.  »)"+2(P,  V,   W)il,  m,  .1). 
and 

e',  =(A,  B,  0.  F,  G.  H)il  +  ti,  m  +  A  n  +  Y)'-2(fr,   V,   W)  (I  +  a,  m+ft  11  +  7); 
viz.  the  value  of  ©'  is 

-       {A,  B.  C,  F,  G,  H)(l,  ».,  nf+(A,  B,  C,  F,  B,  H){tc,  A  7)- 
+  2(A,  B,  0,  F,  0,  H){1,  m,  »)(«,  ff,  7) 
-2(U,    V,    W){l  +  ii,  m  +  ft  »  +  7), 
and  we  then  have 

(=•■-6-2(4,  B,  0,  F,  G,  E)(l,  m,  »)(«,  A  7) 
+  {A,  B,  C,  F,  G,  H)(a,  fi,  yf 
-2(11,   r,   W)(2l  +  a,  2in  +  /3,  2.1+7). 
Substituting  herein  for   U,   V,   W  their  values,  the  last  term  is 
=  -{(2l  +  a)a:  +  (^m  +  ^).j  +  (^n  +  y)z\ 
~2(A,  B.  G,  F,  G,  S)(l.  m,  )i)(«.  ^,  7) 
-    {A,  B,  C,  F,  G,  H)ia,  0,  ^y, 
and  thence 

©■  -  0  =  -  ((2;  +  <z)x  +  (2m  +  ff)y  +  (2n  +  j)  s]  m, 

which  proves  the  theorem. 

As    to    the    notation,  remark  that,  after    (A,  B,  C,  F,  G,  H)    has    been    once  written 
out  ill  full,  we  may  instead  of 

{A,  B.  C,  F,  G,  H){1,  m,  nf,  &c.,  write  (A.  ...)(l,  m,  nf,  &c„ 

and  that  we  may  use  the  like  abbreviations 

(A,  ...){l,  m,  n),  to  denote  (A,  H,  G){1,  m,  n)  reKpectively, 

{H,  ...){l.  m,  n),  „  (H,  B,  F)  (I,  m.  n) 

(G,  ...){l,  m,  nX  ..  C?.  -F.  (?)  Q>  m.  ") 

These  are  not  only  abbreviations,  but  they  make  the  formula  actually  clearer,  as 
bringing  them  into  a  smaller  compass ;  and  I  accordingly  use  them  in  the  demonstration 
which   follows. 
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Second  Property,     If  11-^,   V-^,   Wi  denote 

U  +  x^+{A,  H,  G)(a,  0,  7), 
r  +  i/7ri  +  (II,  B,  F){a,  /3,  7), 
W+im  +  iG,  F,  C)(a,  0,  7), 

respectively,   where  x,  y,  z,  a,  jB,  y  are   any   positive   or   negative   integers   (zero   values 
admissible),  then 

^(U„  V„  W,)  =  exY,.{-(A,  B.  C.  F,  G,  H)(cL,  0,  yf]  .exp.\-2{alT+  8r  +  yW)].'^(U,  V,  W), 
or  say 

=  exp.{-(A,...)(a,0,ryy\.exf.{~2(aU  +  0V-^yW)].'A(U,   V.   W). 

Demonstration.  Writing  '^{U,,  Fi,  Wi)  =  S  .exp.  ©i,  then  in  the  expression  of  ©, 
we  may  in  place  of  I,  m,  n  write   l  —  a.,  m  —  0,  n  —  y\   we  thus  obtain 

0,  =  (^,  ...)(^-«.  ■'n-8,  n~yy-\-{{l  ~a)[U  +  xiri-\-{A,...){a,  /3,  7)] 

+  {m-0)[V+y,ri  +  {H.  ...)(a,  0,  7)] 

+  („  _y)  [If +s^+(G,  ...)(«,  ^^  ^)]!, 
which   is 

-    (A, ...)((,«,  «)■ 

+  i{lU+mV+r,W)  +  2(li:  +  my  +  m)-ri  +  2(A,  ...){l,  m,  ii)(o,  ft  j) 
-2(4,  ...)(!,  ~,  »)<«,  ft  r) 
-2(at/+ftF+7F)-2(«iB  +  fty  +  72)7n-2(/l,  ...)(«,  ft,  y)' 
+     (A.  ...)(,,  ft  7)', 
which  is 

=  (A,  ...)(l,  m,  ji)=  +  2(;;7+mF+«F) 
-{A,  ...)(a,  A  7)=-2(at^+;SF+7Tt^) 
+  2  [(/-«)«;+ (m-;3)y+(«-7)^]^i. 

Hence,  rejecting  the   last  line,  which  (as  an  even  multiple  of  wt)  leaves  the  exponential 
unaltered,  we  see  that  ^(Cr,,  V„   W,)  is  ='A{U,   V,   W)  multiplied  by  the  factor 

exp.|-(yl,  . ..)(«,  /3,  7)1.exp.{-2(arr+/3F+7Tr)j, 

which  is  the  theorem   in  question. 

In  many  cases  a  formula,  which  belongs  to  an  indeiinite  number  s  of  letters,  is 
most  easily  intelligible  when  written  out  for  three  letters,  but  it  is  sometimes  con- 
venient to  speak  of  the  s  letters  I,  m, ...,  n,  or  even  the  s  letters  I, ...,  n,  and  to  write 
out  the  formula  accordingly. 
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718. 

ADDITION    TO    MR    GENESE'S    NOTE    ON    THE    THEORY 
OF    ENVELOPES. 

[From  the  Messenger  of  Mathematics,  vol.  vii.  (1878),  pp.  62,  63.1 

The    example,    although    simple,     is     an     instructive    one.     Introducing    «,    /j.     for 
homogeneity,  the   equation   is 

X=y  (y  -  b^)  +  2\fixy  +  ij?x  {x  -  az)  =  0, 

giving  the  envelope 

xy  [(x  -  az)  {y  -  hz)  --xy]  =  Q] 
that  is, 

xy  (bx  +  ay  —  ahz)  s  =  0 ; 
viz,  we  have  thus  the  four  lines 

Writing  these  values  successively  in  the  equation  of  the  curve,  we  find  respectively 
XV(2/-fe)  =  0, 
lj?x  (,fc  ~  as)  =  0, 

{\y  +  ,Mxf  =  (i; 

viz.   in   each   case   the   equation   in   \,  fi   has   (as   it  should   have)  two  equal  roots;   but 
in  the  first  three   cases   the   values   are   constant;   viz.  we  find  X  =  0,  ^  =  0,   bX  —  a/j-^O, 

respectively;    and   the   curves   x  =  0,   y^O,   --i-j_-z  =  0,  are  for  this   reason  not  proper 

envelopes. 
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It  is  to  be  remarked  that  \vriting  in  the  equation  of  the  parabola  these  values 
X  =  0,  /*  =  0,  &\  -  a^  =  0  successively,  we  find  respectively 

a:  (ic  -  m)  =  0, 

y{y~hz)  =  (i, 

{bx  +  ay)  (b.v  -i-ay  —  ohz)  =  0 ; 

viz.  in  each  case  the  parabola  reduces  itself  to  a  paii'  of  lines,  oae  of  the  given 
lines  and  a  line  parallel  thereto  through  the  intersection  of  the  other  two  lines;  the 
parabola  thus  becomes  a  curve  having  a  dp  on  the  line  at  infinity. 

In  the  fourth  case  2  =  0,  the  equation  in  X,  jj.  is  (\y  +  (Lxf  =  d,  giving  a  variable 
value  \^ii.  =  —  x-^y;   hence  s  =  0,  the  line  at  infinity  is  a  proper  envelope. 

The  true  geometrical  result  is  that  the  envelope  consists  of  the  three  points  A,  B,  C, 
and  the  line  at  infinity;  a  point  qud  curve  of  the  order  0  and  ciass  1  is  not  represent- 
able  by  a  single  equation  in  point-coordinates,  and  hence  the  peculiarity  in  the  form  of 
the  anaijHiical  result. 
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719. 


SUGGESTION      OF     A     MECHANICAL     INTEGEATOR     FOR      THE 
CALCULATION     OF      ({Xdx  +  Ydy)     ALONG     AN     ARBITRARY 


[From  the  Messenger  of  Mathematics,  vol.  vii.  (1878),  pp.  92—9.5 ;   British  Association 
Report,  1877,  pp.  18—20.] 

I  CONSIDER  an  integi-al  j(Xdx  +  Yd^/),  where  X,  Y  are  each  of  them  a  given 
function  of  the  variables  (x,  y) ;  Xdx  +  Ydy  is  thus  not  in  general  an  exact  differential ; 
but  assuming  a  relation  between  (x,  y),  that  is,  a  path  of  the  integral,  there  is  in 
effect  one  variable  only,  and  the  integral  becomes  calculable,  I  wish  to  show  how 
for  any  given  values  of  the  functions  X,  Y,  but  for  an  arbitraiy  path,  it  is  possible 
to  construct  a  mechanism  for  the  calculation  of  the  integral :  viz.  a  mechanism  such 
that,  a  point  D  thereof  being  moved  in  a  plane  along  a  path  chosen  at  pleasm-e,  the 
corresponding  value  of  the  integral  shall  be  exhibited   on   a   dial. 

The  mechanism  (for  convenience  I  speak  of  it  as  actually  existing)  consists  of  a 
square  block  or  inverted  box,  the  upper  horizontal  face  whereof  is  taken  as  the  plane 
of  xy,  the  equations  of  its  edges  being  y=Q,  y=l,  x=0,  a;  =  l  respectively.  In  the 
wall  iaccs  represented  by  these  equations,  we  have  the  endless  bands  A,  A',  B,  B' 
respectively;  and  in  the  plane  of  xy,  a  driving  point  D,  the  coordinates  of  which  are 
{x,  y),  and  a  regulating  point  R,  mechanically  connected  with  D,  in  suchwise  that 
the  coordinates  of  B  are  always  the  given  functions  X,  Y  of  the  coordinates  of  i)f ; 
the  nature  of  the  mechanical  connexion  will  of  course  depend  upon  the  particular 
functions    X,    Y. 

This  being  so,  D  drives  the  bands  A  and  B  in  such  manner  that,  to  the  given 
motions   dx,   dy   of    D,   correspond   a   motion    dx    of    the   band   A    and   a   motion   dy   of 

*  Bead  at  the  British  AeBociatioii  Meeting  at  Pijmouth,  Anguat  20,  1877. 

f  It  might  be  convenient  to  have  as  the  coordinates  of  B,  not  X,  Y  but  ^,  i,,  determinate  functions  of 
,¥,  Y  respectively. 
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the  band  B\  A  drives  A'  with  a  velocity -ratio  depending  on  the  position  of  the 
regulator  R  in  suchwise  that,  the  coordinates  of  R  being  X,  Y,  then  to  the  motion 
dx  oi  A  corresponds  a  motion  Xdx  of  A' ;  and,  similarly,  S  drives  B'  with  a 
velocity-ratio  depending  on  the  position  of  R,  in  suchwise  that  to  the  motion  dy  of 
B  corresponds  a  motion  Ydy  of  B'.  Hence,  to  the  motions  dx,  dy  of  the  driver  D, 
there  correspond  the  motions  Xdx  and  Ydy  of  the  bands  A'  and  B'  respectively; 
the  band  A'  drives  a  hand  or  index,  and  the  band  E  drives  in  the  contrary  sense 
a  graduated  dial,  the  hand  and  dial  rotating  independently  of  each  other  about  a 
common  centre ;  the  increased  reading  of  the  hand  on  the  dial  is  thvis  =  Xdx  +  Ydy ; 
and  supposing  the  original  reading  to  be  zero,  and  the  driver  D  to  be  moved  from  its 
original  position  along  an  arbitrary  path  to  any  other  position  whatever,  the  reading  on 
the  dial  will  be  the  corresponding  value  of  the  integral   UXdic+  Ydy). 

It  is  obvious  that  we  might,  by  means  of  a  combination  of  two  such  mechanisms, 
calculate  the  value  of  an  integral  jf{u)du  along  an  arbitrary  path  of  the  complex 
vai-iable   u,   =x  +  iy;    in   fact,   writing  f{x  +  iy)  =  P+iQ,   the   differential   is 

(P  +  iQ)  (do!  +  idy),     ^Pdx-Qdy  +  i  (Qdx  +  Pdy) ; 
and   we   thus   require   the   calculation   of  the   two   integrals 


((Pdx-Qdy)   and    jiQdx  +  Pdy), 


each  of  which  is  an  integral  of  the  above  form.  Taking  for  the  path  a  closed  curve, 
it  would  be  very  curious  to  see  the  machine  giving  a  v-aluc  zero  or  a  value  different 
from  zero,  according  as  the  path  did  not  include  or  included  within  it  a  critical 
point;  it  seems  to  me  that  this  discontinuity  would  really  exhibit  itself  without  the 
necessity  of  any  change  in  the  setting  of  the  machine. 

The  ordinary  modes  of  establishing  a  continuously -variable  velocity- ratio  between  two 
parts  of  a  machine  depend  upon  friction;  and,  in  particular,  this  is  the  case  in  Prof. 
James  Thomson's  mechanical  integrator — there  is  thus  of  course  a  limitation  of  the 
driving  power.  It  seems  to  me  that  a  variable  velocity- ratio,  the  variation  of  which  is 
practically  although  not  strictly  continuous,  might  be  established  by  means  of  toothed 
wheels  (and  so  with  unlimited  driving  power)  in  the  following  manner. 

Consider  a  revolving  wheel  A,  which  by  means  of  a  link  BG,  pivoted  to  a  point  B 
of  the  wheel  A  and  a  point  C  of  a  toothed  wheel  or  arc  S,  communicates  a  reciprocating 
motion  to  7>;  the  extent  of  this  reciprocating  motion  depending  on  the  distance  of  B 
from  the  centre  of  A,  which  distance,  or  say  the  half-throw,  is  assumed  to  be  variable. 
Here  during  a  half-revolution  of  A,  D  moves  in  one  direction,  say  upwards;  and 
during  the  other  half-revolution  of  A,  D  moves  in  the  other  direction,  say  downwards; 
the  extent  of  these  equal  and  opposite  motions  varying  with  the  throw.  Suppose 
then  that  D  works  a  pinion  E,  the  centre  of  which  is  not  absolutely  fixed  but  is  so 
connected  with  A  that  during  the  first  half-revolution  of  A  (or  while  D  is  moving 
upwartls),    E  is  in   gear  with   D,  and   during  the   second  half- re  volution  of  A,   or  while 
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D  ia  moving  downwards,  E  is  out  of  gear  with  B;  the  continuous  rotation  of  A 
will  communicate  an  intermittent  rotation  to  E,  in  such  manner  nevertheless  that,  to 
each  entire  revolution  of  A  or  rotation  through  the  angle  Itv,  there  will  (the  throw 
remaining  constant)  correspond  a  rotation  of  E  through  the  angle  n .  2ir,  where  the 
coefficient   n  depends   upon    the    throw*.     And    evidently   if   A   be    driven    by  a  wheel 

A',    the    angular    velocity   of   which    is    -   times    that   of  A,  then   to   a   rotation   of  A' 

through  each  angle  -— ,   there  will  coiTespond  an  entire  revolution  of  A,  and  therefore, 

as  before,  a  rotation  of  E  through  the  determinate  angle  n .  Stt  ;  hence,  X  being 
sufficiently  large  to  each  increment  of  rotation  of  A',  there  corresponds  in  E  an 
increment  of  rotation  which  is  7i\  times  the  first-mentioned  increment;  viz.  E  moves 
(intermittently  and  possibly  also  with  some  "  loss  of  time "  on  E  coming  successively 
in  gear  and  out  of  gear  with  J),  or  in  beats  as  explained)  with  an  angular  velocity 
which  is  =  nX  times  the  angular  velocity  of  A'.  And  thus  the  throw  (and  therefore  n) 
being  variable,  the  velocity-ratio  nX  is  also  variable. 

We  may  imagine  the  wheel  A  as  carrying  upon  it  a  piece  L  sliding  between  guides, 
which  piece  L  carries  the  pivot  B  of  the  link  BO,  and  works  by  a  rack  on  a  toothed 
wheel  a  concentric  with  A,  but  capable  of  rotating  independently  thereof.  Then  if  a 
rotates  along  with  A,  as  if  forming  one  piece  therewith,  it  will  act  as  a  clamp  upon  L, 
keeping  the  distance  of  B  from  the  centre  of  A,  that  is,  the  half-throw,  constant;  whereas, 
if  a  has  given  to  it  an  angular  velocity  different  from  that  of  A,  the  effect  will  be  to 
vary  the  distance  in  question;  that  is,  to  vary  the  half-throw,  and  consequently  the 
velocity-ratio  of  A  and  E.  And,  in  some  such  manner,  substituting  for  A  and  E  the 
bands  A  and  A'  of  the  foregoing  description,  it  might  be  possible  to  establish  between 
these  bands  the  required  variable  velocity-ratio. 

*  If  instead  of  the  ivheel  or  are  D  with  a  reciprocating  circalar  motion,  we  have  a  double  rocl:  D  with  & 
reciprocatii^  rectilinear  motion,  such  that  the  wheel  E  is  placed  between  the  two  racks,  and  is  in  gear  on  the 
one  side  with  one  of  them  when  the  rack  is  moving  upwards,  and  on  the  other  side  with  the  other  of  them 
when  the  rack  is  moving  downwards ;  then  the  oontinuous  circular  motion  of  A  will  communicate  to  E  a 
continuous  ciroular  motion,  not  of  course  uniform,  but  such  that  to  each  entire  revolution  of  A  or  rotation 
fhcougb  the  angle  Stt,  there  will  oorreapond  a  rotation  of  E  through  an  angle  n.2jr  as  before.  This  is  in 
fact  a  mechanical  arrangement  made  use  of   in   a  mangle,  the  double  rack  being  there   the  follower  instead   of 
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720. 


NOTE    ON    ARBOGAST'S    METHOD    OE    DERIVATIONS. 


[From  the  Messenger  of  Mathematics,  vol.  vii.  (1878),  p.  158.] 


It  is  an  injustice  to  Arbogast   to  speak  of  his  first  method,  as  Arbogast's  method*. 
There  is  really  nothing  in  this,  it  is  the  straightforward  process  of  expanding 


p  (a  +  ba:  +  :r-^caf'  +  ...j 


by  the    differentiation   of  ipu,    writing   a,  b,  c,  d,...   in   place   of  «.  j- ,    j-^i  -7-^1  &c.   or 
say  in  place  of  it,  «',  u",  u",  &c.  respectively ;   thus 

<{>a,  4ia.  b,  ^  {<j>'a.  c  +  <fi"a  .  6=),       ^■j"<fi'«.d+  0"a.    be  "1 


[fa.(^-f 


0'"(t .  if} 
0"'«,  1^'},  &c., 


and   in   subsequent  terms  the  number  of  additions  necessary   for  obtaining  the  numerical 
coefficients  increases  with  great  rapidity. 

That  which  is  specifically  Arbogast's  method,  is  his  second  method,  viz.  here  the 
coefficients  of  the  successive  powers  of  a:  in  the  expansion  of  <f>(a  +  ba;  +  ca:^  +  do^  +  ...), 
are  obtained  by  the  rule  of  the  last  and  the  last  but  one ;   thus  we  have 

^a,  <l>'a.b,  <f)'a .  0  +  ^"a .  ^b\    <f>'a.d  +  <j>"a.bo  +  <p"'a.^b^,  &c., 

where  each  numerical  coefficient  is  found  directly,  without  an  addition  in  any  case. 


*  See  Messenger  of  Mathen 


.  (187S),  pp.  143,  143. 
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721. 

FORMULA    INVOLVING    THE    SEVENTH    ROOTS    OF    UNITY. 

[From  the  Messenger  of  Mathematics,  vol,  vil.  (1878),  pp.  177—182.] 

Let  to  be  an  imaginary  cube  root  of  unity,  w^  +  w  +  1  =  0,  or  say  w  =  J  |-  1  + 1  -/(S)]  ; 
a=  =  —  7  (1  +  3w),  y3'  =  —  7  (1  +  3<o^),  vahies  giving  a^^'  =  343,  and  the  cube  roots  a,  0 
being  such  that  a/3  =  7;   then  a  +  /3,  =k+-,  is  a  three-valued  function    (since  changing 

the   root   <o  we   merely  interchange   a   and   -];   and    if  r   be   an   imaginary  seventh  root 

of  unity,  then 

3  (r  +  7*)  =     a  +     ^  -  1, 

3{r=-l-rO=  <^a  +  m'&-\, 

Any  one  of  these  formulie  gives  the  other  two ;  for  observe  that  we  have  a'  =  -  a/3  (1  +  3(»), 
^^=-0/3 (1  +  3(0=),  that  is,  a=  =  - ,6 (1  +  3w),  ^  =  -a(l  +  3w=);  hence,  starting  for  instance 
with  the  first  formula,  we  deduce 

9  (^  +  r°  +  2)  =     «=  +  2a^  +  /3^  -  2a  -  2/3  +  1, 

=  -  /3  (1  +  3w)  +  14  -  a  (1  +  3(i.=)  -  2a  -  2/3  +  1, 
=  _a(3+3«0-^(3  +  3f^)  +  15, 
=     3ca+36>=^  +  15, 
that  is, 

3  (r^  +  r')  =  ««  +  (ij^/9  -  1 ; 

and  in  like  manner  by  squaring  each  side  of  this  we  have  the  third  formula 
3  (r*  +  r=)  =  &)=a  +  a,/3  -  1. 
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The  foregoing  formulfe  apply  to  the  combinations  r  +  r",  )■-  +  r*,  r*  +  j^  of  the  seventh 
roots  of  unity,  but  we  may  investigate  the  theory  for  the  roots  themselves  r,  i^,  i^,  v*,  r^,  r'. 
These  depend  on  the  new  radical  v'{—  7)  or  i  V(7) ;  introducing  instead  hereof  X,  Y, 
where 

z=ii-i+,vm!, 

F=1|-1-.V(7)1. 
then  if 

A^'  =  G  +  'SfoX  +  (l  +  -iw")  Y, 

B"  =iS  +  3w'X  +  (1  +  3a> )  r, 
where 

AB  =  iV(7). 

we  have  (Lagrange,  £!quations  Numeriques,  p.  294), 

^r  =  X  +  A+B. 

I  found  that,  in  order  to  bring  this  into  connexion  with  the  foregoing  formula, 
3(r  +  rO  =  a  +  ^-l,  where  as  before  a'  =  -7(l+3w),  ^^  =  - 7  (1  +  Sw*),  a^  =  7,  it  is 
necessary  that  B,  A  should  be  linear  multiples  of  a,  ,3  respectively,  the  coefficients 
being  rational  functions  of  w,  X;   and  that  the  actual  relations  are 

5  =  ^  [4-w  +  X(l-2w)|, 

in  verification  of  which,  it  may  be  remarked  that  these  equations  give 

viz.  in  virtue  of  the  equation  w^  +  w  +  1  =  0,  the  term  in  j  j  is  =  21  +  21^  +  TX^^ 
=  7(Z^  +  3X  +  3),  or  since  X=  +  X  +  2  =  0,  this  is  -7(2Z  +  1),  =7iV(7);  the  equation 
thus  is  TAB^a^.it/il),  which  is  true  in  virtue  of  AB  =  i^{7)  and  o/3  =  7.  The  same 
relations  may  also  be  written 

-a  =  B{m-  +  X\ 
-e^A{w  +  X). 
I  found  in  the  first  inst-ance 

2r  =X+     A+      B, 

3r«--l-X+     ^K-      X)  +  B((o-     X), 
.3i^  =  X+MM  +  ft.if, 

3j-=  =  -  1  -  X  +      A(a,  -  «-^X)  +  B{a,'-m  X), 
3r*  =  X  +  a>^  +  <d'B. 

;j,.3  ^_i_x+      ^(l-  wX)  +5(1-  w=X), 
C.    XI.  8 
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which  in  (act  gave  the  foregoing  formula; 

3(r  +7*)  =  -l+  «+  ;3, 
3  (,-^  +  r^)  =  _  1  +  (oa  +  w=/9, 
S{r*-^7^)  =  -l+o,'a+  0,0. 

But  there  is  a  want  of  symmetry  in  these  expressions  for  r,  r",  &c.,  inasmuch  as  the 
values  of  r,  r',  r*  are  of  a  different  form  from  those  of  r°,  r°,  r*;  to  obtain  the  proper 
forms,  we  must  for  A,  B  substitute  their  values  in  terms  of  a,  0,  and  we  thus  obtain 

3r  =  X  +  ^{     4-    w  +  X(     l-2«)l+|j     5+    «  +  Z(     3  +  2a))}, 

3r==  X  +  ^{     l-\-5<o+X{     2  +  3»)i+^[-4-5w  +  X(- l-3»)), 

3r>  =  -l-X  +  ?{-l+2w  +  X(--2-  3a>)j  +^(-3-2«  +  Z(     1+  3a.)}, 
Sr'  =  X  +  y  I-  5  -  4a,  +  X  (-  3  -    a,)}  +  ^  |-  1  +  4i«  +  X  (-  2  +    a.)}, 

3r=  =  -l-Z  +  ^|~2-3«  +  X(     3+    o,)]  +  ^{    l  +  3a,  +  Z(     2-    (o)|  ; 

viz.  each  of  the  imaginary  seventh  roots  is  thus  expressed  as  a  liuear  function  of  the 
cubic  radicals  a,  0  (involving  &>  under  the  radical  signs)  with  coefficients  which  are 
functions  of  to,  X. 

KecoUecting  the  equations  a-  =  -;3(l +3w),  ^^  =  — «(1 +3w^),  a^=7;  o,=  +  f.)  +  l  =  0, 
X°  +  X+2  =  0;  it  is  clear  that,  starting  for  instance  from  the  equation  for  3r,  and 
squaring  each  side  of  the  equation,  we  should,  after  proper  reductions,  obtain  for  Qr- 
an  expression  of  the  like  form ;  viz.  we  thus  in  fact  obtain  the  expression  for  3;^ ; 
then  from  the  expressions  of  3r  and  3r^  multiplying  together  and  reducing,  we  should 
obtain  the  expression  for  3)^ ;  and  so  on ;  viz.  from  any  one  of  the  six  equations  we 
can  in  this  manner  obtain  the  remaining  iive  equations. 

At  the  time  of  iviiting  what  precedes  I  did  not  recollect  Jacobi's  paper  "  Ueber 
die  Kreistheilung  und  ihre  Anwendung  auf  die  Zahlentheorie,"  Berliner  Monatsber., 
(1837)  and  Grelle,  t.  sxx.  (1846),  pp.  16fi— 182;  [Ges.  Werke,  t.  vi.  pp.  254—274].  The 
starting-point  is  the  following  theorem :  if  a:  be  a  root  of  the  equation  — ^  =  0, 
p  a  prime   number,    and   if  ^  is  a  prime  root  of  p,  and 

F{a.)  =  x+axS  +  o:'x^'+ ...  +a^-'a/""', 

where  a  is  any  root  of —  =0,  we  have 

f(a-)Ji'(«")  =  ^(a)-F(«"'+"). 
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where  -^(a)  is  a  rational  and  integral  function  of  a  with  integral  coefficienta;  or,  what 
is  the  same  thing,  if  ct  and  /3  be  any  two  roots  of  the  above-mentioned  equation,  then 

where  ■\}r(a,  /3)  is  a  rational  and  integral  function  of  a,  0  with  integral  coefficients. 
As  regards  the  proof  of  this,  it  may  be  remarked  that,  writing  a?  for  x,  F(a),  F{/3), 
and  F{a^)  become  respectively  a-'F(a),  ^'F{^),  {a^)-'F{a^);  hence,  F{a)F{^)^F{afi) 
remaiDS  unaltered,  and  it  thus  appears  that  the  function  in  question  is  expressible 
rationally  in  terms  of  the  adjoint  quantities  a  and  /3.  With  this  explanation  the 
following  extract  will  be  easiiy  intelligible: 

"The  true  form  (never  yet  given)  of  the  roots  of  the  equation  a;"  — 1  =  0  is  as 
follows:  The  roots,  as  is  known,  can  easily  be  expressed  by  mere  addition  of  the 
functions  F{a).  If  X  is  a  factor  of  ^-1  and  a^  =  1,  then  it  is  further  known  that 
{J'(a)|*  is  a  mere  function  of  a.  But  it  is  only  necessary  to  know  those  values  of 
Fi_a)  for  which  X  is  the  power  of  a  prime  number.  For  suppose  WX" ...  is  a  factor 
of  p  —  1;  further  let  X,  V,  X",...  be  powers  of  different  prime  numbers,  and  a,  a',  a",... 
prime  Xth,  X'th,  X"th,  ...  roots  of  unity,  then 

where  i^(o,  a!,  a",...)  denotes  a  rational  and  integral  function  of  a,  a',  a",...  vntjix 
integral  coeiHcients.  Hence,  considering  always  the  (p-l)th  roots  of  unity  as  given, 
there  are  contained  in  the  expression  for  x  only  radicals,  the  exponents  of  which  are 
powere  of  prime  numbers,  and  products  of  such  radicals.  But  if  X  is  a  power  of  a 
prime  number,  =^",  suppose,  the  corresponding  function  F{a)  can  be  found  as  follows: 
Assume 

F(a)F(a')  =  ^ir,{c^)F(a•^'): 
then 

F(a)    ^lyit.ic^)  ^=(a)   ...t.-'(«)    -f(«")!. 

F (a")  =  </ I-f ,  {af )  -f ,  (a") . . .  ->|'^_.,  (a'')  F  {a."')}, 
and  so  on,  up  to 

so  that  the  formulee  contain  ultimately  /ith  roots  only.  It  is  remarked  in  a  foot- 
note that,  when  n=l,  the  /t-1  functions  can  always  be  reduced  to  one-sixth  pai-t  in 
number,  and  that  by  an  induction  continued  as  far  as  ^  =  31,  Jacobi  had  found  that 
all  the  functions  -f-  could  be  expre.ssed  by  means  of  the  values  of  a  single  one  of 
these  functions. 

"  The  /J.  -  1  functions  determine,  not  only  the  values  of  all  the  magnitudes  under 
the  radical  signs,  but  also  the  mutual  dependence  of  the  radicals  themselves.  For 
replacing  a  by  the  different  powers  of  a,  one  can  by  means  of  the  values  so  obtained 
for  these  functions  rationally  express  ail  the  ju,"-l  functions  F(n^)  by  means  of  the 
powers    of    F(a);    since    all    the    ^"-1     magnitudes     [F  (a)]^  ^  F  (a.')    are    each    of    them 
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equal  to  a  product  of  several  of  the  functions  i|^  (a).  Hei'ein  consists  one  of  the  great 
advantages  of  the  method  over  that  of  Gauss,  since  in  this  the  discovery  of  the 
mutual  dependency  of  the  different  radicals  requires  a  special  investigation,  which,  on 
account  of  its  laboriousness,  is  scarcely  practicable  for  even  small  primes ;  whereas  the 
introduction  of  the  functions  ■^  gives  aimultaueously  the  quantities  under  the  radical 
signs,  and  the  mutual  dependency  of  the  radicals.  The  formation  of  the  functions  ■(/r 
is  obtained  by  a  very  simple  algorithm,  which  requires  only  that  one  should,  from  the 
table  for  the  residues  of  g™,  form  another  table  giving  g™'  =  1  +  3™  (mod.  p),  [see 
Table  IV,  of  the  Memoir].  According  to  these  rules  one  of  my  auditors  [Rosenhain] 
in  a  Prize-Essay  of  the  [Berlin]  Academy  has  completely  solved  the  equations  a^J*  —  1  =  0 
for  all  the  prime  numbers  p  up  to  103." 

I  am  endeavouring  to  procure  the  Prize-Essay  just  referred  to.  As  an  example — 
which  however  is  too  simple  a  one  to  fully  bring  out  Jacobi's  method,  and  its  difference 
from  that  of  Gauss — consider  the  equation  for  the  fifth  roots  of  unity,  a^  +  a?  +  cd'  -V  x  +  \  ^  0. 
According  to  Gauss,  we  have  x-\-ai^  and  a?  +  a?,  the  roots  of  the  equation  v?-\-u  —  \  —  0; 
say  x  +  a^  =  ii{-l  +  ^(5)},  a?-^a?  =  \{~l~  ,J{b)].  The  first  of  these,  combined  with 
a: . a^  =  1,  gives  3:-a^=  V[-i  (6  +  V(5)j];  and  thence  4ic  =  - 1  +  V(5)  +  v'[- 2  [5  +  V(5))] ; 
if  from  the  second  of  them,  combined  with  x^.cc'  =  l,  we  were  in  like  manner  to  obtain 
the  values  of  x^  and  af,  it  would  be  necessary  to  investigate  the  signs  to  be  given 
to  the  radicals,  in  order  that  the  values  so  obtained  for  ct?  and  of  might  be  consistent 
with  the  value  just  found  for  x.  For  the  Jacobian  process,  observing  that  a  prime 
fourth  root  of  unity  is  a  =  i,  and  writing  for  shortness  F^,  F-i,  F.j,  Ft  to  denote  F(a), 
J'(a'),  F(a%  F(<i*)  respectively,  these  functions  are 

F:,^x-x'  +  {(x^-  a?), 
F^  =  x  +  x'-  (ic'  +  a^), 
F^  =  x-x'-i(a^-!ff'), 
Ft  =  x  +  ii^+     x'  +  af , 

viz.   we   have  F, 1,  F,^^5,  or  say  F^  =  ^{»),  F,^  =  -  {\  + 'i.i)  F.„  =-(1  +  2i)  V(5);   and 

similarly  F^^  =  -  {I  -  1i)  F^,  =  -  {1  -  1i)  >^{o) ;  but  also  ^"1^3  =  - 5,  so  that  the  values 
J('j  =  :^|-(l  +  2j)v'(5)},  j'3  =  v'{-(l-2i)v'(5)l,  must  be  taken  consistently  with  this  last 
equation  F^F3  =  iJ{5).  The  values  of  i",,  F^,  F^,  F4  being  thus  known,  the  four  equations 
then  give  simultaneously  x,  x*,  a?,  a?,  these  values  being  of  course  consistent  with  each 
other.     It  may  be  remarked  that  the  form  in  which  x  presents  itself  is 

fe  =  -l-|-v'(5)  +  Vh<l  +  2i)V(o)S  +  V{-a-2i)N/(.5>], 

with  the  be  fore -mentioned  condition  as  to  the  last  two  radicals ;  with  this  condition 
we,  in  fact,  have 

V(-  (1  +  2i)  ^(5)1  +  V{-  (1  -  20  V(5)]  =  V[-  2  So  +  V(o)j], 

as  is  at  once  verified  by  squaring  the  two  sides. 
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A    PROBLEM    IN    PARTITIONS. 


[From  the  Messenger  of  Mathematics,  vol.  vii.  (1878),  pp.  187,  188.] 

Take  fov  instance  6  letters ;  a  partition  into  3's,  such  as  abc  .  def  contains  the  6 
duads  ah,  ac,  6c,  de,  df,  ef.  A  partition  into  2's  such  as  ah.cd.ef  contains  the  3 
duads  ab,  cd,  ef.  Hence  if  there  are  a  partitions  into  3's,  and  0  pai-titious  into  2's, 
and  these  contain  all  the  duads  each  once  and  only  once,  6a  +  3/3  =  15,  or  2a  +  ^  =  5. 
The  solutions  of  this  last  equation  are  (a  =  0,  ^=5),  (a=l,  j9  =  3),  (a  =  2,  y3  =  l),  and 
it  is  at  once  seen  that  the  first  two  sets  give  sohitions  of  the  partition  problem,  but  that 
the  third  set  gives  no  solution;   thus  we  have 


tii  .  cd .  ef 

abc .  def 

ac.be.  df 

ad.be.cf 

ad  .bf.ce 

ae.hf.cd 

ae.bd.rf 

af.bd.  ce. 

af.  be .  de 

Similarly  for  any  other  mimber  of  letters,  for  instance  15;  if  we  have  a  partitions 
into  5's  and  /3  partitions  into  3's,  then,  if  these  contain  all  the  duads,  4a +2^=14, 
or  what  is  the  same  2a+ ^=  7 ;  if  «  =  0,  /3=  7,  the  paa-tition  problem  can  be  solved  (this 
is  in  fact  the  problem  of  the  15  school-girls):  but  can  it  bo  solved  for  any  other  values 
(and  if  so  which  values)  of  a,  y3?  Or  again  lor  30  letters;  if  we  have  a  partitions  into 
5's,  ^  partitions  into  3's  and  7  pai-titions  into  2's;  then,  if  these  contain  all  the  duads, 
4a'-l- 2;S  +  7  =  29 ;  and  the  question  is  for  what  values  of  a,  ^,  7,  does  the  partition- 
problem  admit  of  solution. 
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The   question   is   important   from   its    connexion   with   the   theory   of  groups,  but   it 
seems  to  be  a  very  difficult  one. 


I  take  the  opportunity  of  mentioning  the  following  theorem :  two  non-com  mutative 
symbols  a,  ^,  which  are  such  that  ^a  =  ar^^  cannot  give  rise  to  a  group  made  up  of 
symbols  of  the  form  a''^.  In  fact,  the  assumed  relation  gives  0a.^  =  cC'^d'^' ;  and 
hence,  if  ;Sa^  be  of  the  form  in  question,  =a?^y  suppose,  we  have 

that  is,   1=0^/3^,  and  thence  y3a  =  l,   that  is,  ^  =  ar',  viz.  the  symbols  are  commutative, 
and  the  only  group  is  that  made  up  of  the  powere  of  a. 
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VARIOUS    NOTES. 
[From  the  Messenger  of  Mathematics,  vol.  VIII.  (1879),  pp.  45—46,  126,  127.] 

An  Algebraiml  Identity:   p.  45. 
Let  a,  b,  c,  /,  g,  h  be  the  differences  of  four  quantities  a,  A  7,  S,  say 

II,  b,  e,f,  s,  h  =  ff-i,  7-«,  a-ft  ii-8,  /3-8,   7-S; 
then 

.      4-(,  +  (,  =  0, 

~k     .+/+6  =  0, 

;,-/      .+c  =  0, 

—  ([  —  6  —  c      .=0. 
Now  Cauchy'a  identity 

{a  +  &)'  -  «;  - 1'  =  7t(i  («  +  b)  {a"  +  «!i  + 1% 
putting  therein  a  +  h=~c,  becomes 

a'  +  6'  +  c'  =     7«6c  (     6c  +  c((  +  (tfiy ; 
hence  we  have 

hJ  -g'  +  a^  =  -  lagh.  (-  ga  +  ah  -  hgf, 

-}J       .  +/'  +  f  =  -  Ihhf  (-^  hh  +  hf  -fhf, 

g-r  -^f      .  +  c'  -  -  7c;j/  i-fc  +  C£f  -a/n 

_  rt'  -  6^  -  c'     .     =  -  lahc  (     6e  +  C(H-  ahj- ; 

whence,  adding, 

agh  (-  ga  +  ah-  hgf  +  bhf(-  hb  +  hf-fKf  +  cfg  {-fc  +  cg-gff  +  abc  (be  +  ca  +  aby  =  0, 
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or,  as  this  may  also  be  written, 

agh  {f  +  h^  +  aj  +  bhf{h^  +/'  +  ¥f  +  cfg  (/^  +  ^=  +  c^f  +  ahc  {a?  +  6-  +  c^f  =  0, 
an  identity  if  «,  h,  c,  f,  g,  h  denote  their  values  in  terms  of  a,  jB,  y,  S. 


Note  mi  a  Definite  Integral:   p.  126. 
The  integral 

used  by  Weierstrass,  is  at  once  seen  to  be  =K  —  E;  but  the  proof  that  the  other  integral 


is  =  E'  is  not  so  immediate. 
We  have 


viz.  replacing  the  numerator  by 


-?  +  F<i -*•?■'"■ 


'-Jo  (l-y)'(l-'!'.?')'     fi.  "  (1-y-)' 


writing  k'  for  /t-, 

J.  (l-j')t(l-i-j,-)l-i'.-^' 
J.  (l-»")«(l-tV>     *" 

The  integral  J'  v 

viiting  therein  x  =  ^j-_-p^j  becomes 

its  value  is  thus 

''^    *■■  J,  (l-s■)Hl-;.■'y)l• 
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On  a  Formula  in  Elliptic  Functions:    p.  127. 


dm 


,  then  the  formula  p.  63  of  my  Elliptic  Functions  give 

and,  substituting  for  T,  T,  B,  B',  and  C,  C  their  values,  we  obtain 

,  sn  «  en  iJ  +  sn  V  en  w 

sn  {u  +  v)  = ..-  —iz ■ , 

1  +  &^  sn  w  en  i(  sn  ti  en  w 

en  ()(  +  »()  =- 

formulfe    which,    as    regaids    their    numerators,    correspond   precisely    with    the    formulje, 

sin  {ii  +  v)  =  sin  m  COS  v  +  sinv  cos  u 
and 

cos  (u  +  v)  =  cos  M  cos  II  —  sin  w  sin  v, 

of  the  circular  functions,  and  which  in  fact  reduce  themselves  to  these  on  putting  k  =  0. 

The  foregoing  formulEe,  putting  therein  A?"  =  —  1,  are  the  formula  given  by  Gauss, 
Werke,  t.  iii.,  p.  404,  for  the  lemniscate  fiinetiona  sin  lemn  {a  ±  h)  and  cos  lemn  (a  +  b); 
where  it  is  to  be  observed  that  these  notations  do  not  represent  a  sine  and  a  cosine, 
but   they   are   related   as   the   an   and   en,   viz.   that 

coalemna  =  V(l  —sin  lemn'a)^-  V{1  +sinlemn^a). 
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ON   THE   DEFORMATION   OF   A  MODEL   OF   A   HYPERBOLOID. 

[From  the  Messenger  of  Mathematics,  vol.  viii.  (1879),  pp.  51,  52.] 

The  following  is  a  solution  of  Mr  Green  hill's  problem  set  in  the  Senate-House 
Examination,  January  li,  1878. 

"Prove  that,  if  a  model  of  a  hyperboloid  of  one  sheet  be  constructed  of  rods 
representing  the  generating  lines,  jointed  at  the  points  of  crossing;  then  if  the  model 
be  deformed  it  will  assume  the  form  of  a  confocal  hyperboloid,  and  prove  that  the 
trajectory  of  a  point  on  the  model  will  be  orthogonal  to  the  system  of  confoea! 
hyperboloids," 

Let  («,,  y,,  z,),  {x-i,  y^,  ^2)  be  points  on  the  generating  line  of 


or,  what  is  the  same  thing,  if 


t^yl. 


K  +  q."  ■ 

Pip,  +  q>q^- 


-,  =  1, 

c' 

■  ^"  =1. 
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Similarly,  if  (^i,  t),,  ^i),  (fj,  ij.,,  ^2)  b^  points  on  generating  line  of 


and  if 

then 


Pi=  +  qi^  -  Fi^  =  1, 
p=^  +  q.^  -  r/  =  1. 
PiPa  +  qiq^  —  r,u  =  1. 
Hence   if  (w-i,  1/1,  2,),   (f,,  ?;i,  i;'i)   1)6   coiTesponding   points   on   the   two  surfaces,  that 
is,  if 

^'1         Vl        2.         P,         71,         t, 

and  similarly,  if  (jbj,  y^,  z«),  (f^,  ij^,  J^j)  are  corresponding  points,  that  is,  if 

X.;  1I~  Z«  P.,  JJ,  t.. 

a       0       c       a       p      y  ^ 

then  we  have,  as  before,  the  system  of  three  equations 

p,^  +  q,'  -  ri'  =1, 

P/  +  q^i  -  r,"  =  1, 

PiPi  +  1\1'i  -~  ^i^.,  =  1. 

Then  if  the  two  surfaces  are  confocal,  that  is,  if 

a',  ^-,  —'y^=a^  +  k,  b"+/i,  -c^  +  h, 
we  shall  have 

(«,  -  »:,)■  +  (y,  -  ,J,Y  +  fe  -  2.)=  -  (f ,  -  ft)'  +  (,,  -  ,,)■  +  (f,  -  «■. 

For  this  equation  is 

a'  ip,  -  p^y  +  i'  (qi  -  q-d'  +  c'  ('-I  -  '■.)'  =  «'  ipi  -pd'  +  ^'  ill  -  q^f  +  f  (n  -  nf. 

that  is, 

(i^i  -  ih)'  +  (51  -  q.r  -  (j-i  -  ^0'  =  0, 

an  equation  which  is  obviously  true  in  virtue  of  the  above  system  of  three  equations. 
Hence,  if  on  confocal  surfaces 

^■+y-!'=l      _fL+    '■ tL  =  i 

or      b-     c'       '     a''^  k     b^  +  h     0^  —h       ' 

we  take  two  points  P,,  Pj  on  the  first,  and  Q,,  Q^  the  corresponding  points  on  the 
second ;  then  Pj,  Pj  being  on  a  generating  line  of  the  first  surface,  Qi,  Q^  will  be 
on  a  generating  line  of  the  second  surface,  and  PiP^  will  be  =  Q.Qj.  The  same 
is  evidently  true  for  the  quadrilaterals  P^PJ>^,  and  Q,Q,Q:,Q„  where  P,P^,  P^P^, 
PaPf,  PtPi  are  generating  lines  on  the  iirst  surfeiee :  and  therefore  QjQj,  Q2Q3,  QsQs, 
QtQ,  ai'e  generating  lines  on  the  second  surface,  which  proves  the  theorem. 

9—2 
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dx       dy 


NEW    FORMULA    FOR    THE    INTEGRATION    OF    -^^+-^^=0. 

[From  the  Messenger  of  Mathematics,  vol.  viir.  (1S79),  pp.  60—62.] 

I  HAVE  found  in  regard  to  the  differential  equation 

dx  dy ^Q 

^{a-x.b-x.c-x.d-x)     ~^{a - y .b  - y .c  ~ y .d - y) 

a    system    of    formulje    analogous    to    those    given,   p.   63,    of   my   Treatise    on    Elliptic 
Functions,  for  the  values  of  sa{u-\-v),  cn(M  +  «),  dn(w  +  ti).     Writing  for  shortness 

a,  b,  c,  d  =a  —  x,  b  —  x,  c  —  x,  d  —  x, 
a,,  b„  c,,  d,  =  a-:y,  b-y,  c-y,  d-y. 
and  (be,  ad)  to  denote  the  determinant 

j  1,     x+y,    xy  I, 
i  1,     6  +  c,     be   \ 
1,     a-\-d,    ad 
and  (cd,  ah),  (bd,  ac)  to  denote  the  like  determinants ;    then  the  formula  are 
/!a-z\_  >J(a-h.a  -  c)  |V(adbA)  +  V(aid,bc)} 
VU-J"  "        ihcad) 

^  ^j{a~h.a-c){x-y) 
VCadbiCi)  —  V(aidil>c)  ' 
_  V(a - b.a-c)  (V(abcidi)  +  V'Ca.b.cd)} 
~  "(^  c)  V(bdb,d,)  -  {h  ~  <;>  V(aca,c,) " ' 

^{a-h.a-c)  {V(acbidi)  +  VCa^eibd)} 
~    (a  -  6)  ^(cdcidi)  ~{c-d)  VCabaib,)"' ' 


Hosted  by 


Google 


dx       dy      ^  „ 

725]  NEW    FOEMULJE   FOR  THE   INTEGRATION   OP    -Ty+-/^=0.  ^3 

llh-l\     ■\/(<i^)  l*°  ~  «)V(bdb,d,)  +  (i  -ii)V<acaA)l 

\/(«  -  3  (V(«K<i,)-V(».lkcd)l 
"V(a<Jl>)Ci)  -  V(a,<i,bc)  ' 

\/(^>"''°'')     _ 
(a  -  c)  V(bdb,<l,)  -  (4  -  ij)V(aoa,c,) ' 

\/(HS  """  *  ^C'*"')  +  <*-")  V(ad«,d,)| 
~  ((t  -  6)  v'(edc,di)  -  (c  -  rf)  V(aba,bi)  ' 

/•(!  -^\      \/(°:-i)  K«-'')V(odc.d,)  +  (o-<i)V(ab..b.)l 

J(~f\  {(a  -  '^)  V(bcb,c,)  -  (6  -  c)  V(ada,dOS 
(a  —  c)  V(bdbid,)  -(&  —  (/)  VCacaiC,)  ' 

(a  —  h)  V(cdCid,)  -  (c  —  d)  ^(abajb]) ' 

The  twelve  equations  are  equivalent  to  each  other,  each  giving  z  as  one  and  the 
same  function  of  *,  y;  and  regarding  3  as  a  constant  of  integration,  any  one  of  the 
equations  is  a  form  of  the  integi'al  of  the  proposed  differential  eqiiation. 


Writing  in  the   foi 

x  =  a 

(1  —  2  _  a 

b-z_h, 
rf^^^d 


■niulffi  x  =  a,  b,  c,  d  successively,  the  formula  become 

x  =  b,  x  —  c,  X  =d, 

c  —  itb,  J  —  «Ci       a  —  6.(i  —  cd] 

d  —  c\'     d  —  b.d  —  cs 

h  —  a. 6  —  0  di  a  —  b  c-, 

d~a.d  —  o  hj'  d  —  ca 


-b  d 


i-a.d-b  ci 


6  — c  a, 
d  —  a  bi ' 


d  —  b  a., 


viz.   in   the   first   ease   we   have   s  =  y,   and   in   each   of    the   other   cases 
linear  function   -  ■  -     ^  of  w, 

Cambridge,  July  3,  1878. 
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A   FORMULA  BY  GAUSS   FOR  THE   CALCULATION   OF   LOG  2 
AND   CERTAIN   OTHER   LOGARITHMS. 


[From  the 

Gauss  has  given, 

21"  . 


■  of  Mathematics,  vol  VIII.  (1879),  pp.  12.5,  126.] 
Werke,  t.  II.,  p.  501,  a  formula  which  is  in  effect  as  follows; 

/1025Y  /1048576Y  fimov  /ISBMy  /gsoiv 

V1024J  V104«576j   (um.)  115625/  UsOOJ  " 
2'.3=,  7.31Y 


_  o.    -.  /S'.*1V  /  2-  V  /S .  2- .  41Y  ^2'.  3',  7.31V  /  S'.ll- y 

-'   ■•>    [-^j  1^5.. 3. 11., SI. mJ  V      3'      M         5-         >  [t'.o'.Tl  ' 
I  the  right-hand  side  the  several  prime  factors  have  the  indices  following,  viz. 
2,  index  is  (59+ 160  +  15  +  24-60-12)  =  190, 


or  the  right-hand  side 
2" -10"  is  log 2 -a 
decimals. 


)  =  0, 

)  =  o. 
)-o, 
)=o. 
)-o. 

)-o, 

due   of   log  2   calculated    from 
unit    in    fifth    place   of 


(16+    16-   8-24 
(59+    10+   3-16-48-    8) 
(  8-      8 
(  8-     S 
(  8-      8 
(5+      3-8 
s   =  2'"  as   it   should   be.     The  ■ 
■301020,   viz.    there  is   an    error 
The  actual  value  of  2'*'  has  heen  given  ine  by  Mr  Glaisher : 
2"=  10043  36277  66186  89222  13726  .30771 
32266  26576  37687  11142  45522  06336.* 
Supposing  log  2  calculated  by  the  form,  we  then  have 

41  =  (1J1|5)  2'=  + 10=,  giving  log41, 
and 

3' =10 -Ma .2'.  41,  giving  log 3; 

and  fonnulfe  may  be  obtained  proper  for  the  calculation  of  the  logarithms  of  Jjt,  11 .  31, 
and  7.31. 

*  The   value  was  dedaced  by  Mr  Glaisber  from  Mr  Shanks'a  value  of  2'*'  iu  his   Rtctificatiou  of  the  Circle, 
(1853),  p.  90. 
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EQUATION    OF   THE   WAVE-SURFACE   IN   ELLIPTIC 

COORDINATES. 

[Fram  the  Messenger  of  Mathematics,  vol.  viii.  (1879),  pp.  190,  191.] 
The  equation  of  the  wave-surface 


x'  +  y'  +  s'^  —  a     x^  +  y'  +  z^  —  h     a.^  +  y'^  +  s^ 
when  transformed  to  coordinates  p,  q,  r,  such  that 


=  0, 


-^  -^    .f—+^-  =1; 
-a+r     -b+r     -c+r 

(that  is,  to  the  elliptic  coordinates  belonging  to   the  qnadric   surface  _- +  _j  +  ^~,=^)> 
assumes  the  form 

(q+r-a  — b~c)(r +  P'- a- b~c)(p+q-a -h-c)=0, 
(Senate-House  Problem,  January  14,  1879). 

In  fact,  p,  q,  r  are  the  roots  of  the  equation 

,1^  If  z"  , 

-a+u     -b+u     -c+u 
we  have  therefore 

{u-p)Oi-q){a~r)={u-a){u^b)(u~c) 

-a.Hu-b)iu-c)-f{u~c)(u-a)-zH,t-a)(u-h); 
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rence, 

writing 

for 

shortness 

A- 

=a+h+c 

F. 

=p  +  q  +  r. 

B-. 

=  lc  +  ca  +  < 

A, 

Q 

=  qr  +  ,-p+pq. 

C- 

-abc 

R, 

■=«>■, 

ind  thence  also 


bca^  +  cai/  +  cf&s'  =  R  —  G, 


a(b  +  c}x-'-^h{c+a)f-  +  c{a  +  h)z'=B{P-A)-{R~C), 
iUL^+  bf-+  cs'  =  A(P-A)-(Q-B). 

The  equation  of  the  wave-surface  is 

abc  -{a(b+c)ai'  +  b(c  +  a)y^  +  c{a  +  b)  n^]  +  (a:''  +  y^  +  z^)  {a^  4-  by"  +  «")  =  0. 
By  the  formulsK  just  obtained,  this  is 

C-[B{P-A)-{R~C)-\  +  {P-A)iA(P-A)-{Q-B)\  =  0, 
that  is, 

A»  -  2A~-P  +  A{P"-  +  Q)-{PQ-R)  =  0, 
that  is, 

[A  -{q  +  r)\  [A  -{r^p)]  [A  -(p  +  q)  =  0, 

or,  substituting  for  A  its  value  « -I-  f*  +  c,  and  reversing  the  sign  of  each  factor,  we 
have  the  formula  in  question. 

It  is  easy  to  see  that,  taking  a,  b,  c  to  be  each  positive,  (a>b> c),  and  assuming 
also  p>  q>r,  we  obtain  the  different  real  points  of  space  by  giving  to  these 
coordinates  respectively  the  different  real  values  from  x  to  a,  a  to  b,  and  b  to  c 
respectively.     Hence 

greatest,         least  value,  is 

q  +  r,  a  +  h,  a  +  c, 

r  +p,  X    ,  a  +  c, 

p  +  q,  ^   ,  a  +  b, 

so  that  r+p,  p+q,  may  be  either  of  them  =a-\-b  +  c,  but  q+r  cannot  be  =u  +  b  +  c, 
that  is,  q  +  r=a  +  b  +  c  does  not  belong  to  any  real  point  on  the  wave-surface.  We 
can  only  have  r  +  p  and  p  +  q  each  =a  +  b  +  c,  if  p=^a+c,  q  =  r  =  b,  and  these  values 
belong  as  is  easily  shown  to  the  nodes  on  the  wave-surfk;e ;  hence,  the  equations 
r  +  p  =  a  +  b  +  c  and  p+q  =  a  +  b  +  c  being  satisfied  simultaneously  only  at  the  nodes 
of  the  surface,  must  belong  to  the  two  sheets  respectively.  And  it  can  be  shown 
that  p  +  r  =  a  +  b  +  c  belongs  to  the  external  sheet,  and  p  +  q=a+b  +  c  belongs  to  the 
internal  sheet.  In  fact,  for  the  point  (0,  0,  \/a),  which  is  on  the  external  sheet,  we 
have  p  =  a  +  c,  q  =  a,  r  =  b,  and  therefore  p+r=a+b  +  c:  for  the  point  (0,  0,  \/b), 
which  is  on  the  internal  sheet,  either 

(p=b  +  c,  q  =  a,  r  =  b)    or     (jy^a,  q  =  b  +  c,  r  =  c), 
according  as  b  +  Oa  or  6-|-c<a:    but  in  each  case 
2}  +  q  =  a,  +  b  +  c. 
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A  THEOREM   IN   ELLIPTIC   FUNCTIONS. 


[From  the  Proceedings  of  the  London  Mathematical  Society,  vol.  x.  (1879),   pp.  4S — 4S. 
Head  January  8,  1879.] 

The  theorem  is  as  follows : 

If  M  +  iH-r  +  s=0,  then 

1  k"' 

—  i'^  an  M  sn  1/  sn  r  sn  s  +  en  w  en  w  en  r  en  s  —  1^  dn  M  dn  «  dn  r  dn  s  =  —  -J2  - 

It  is  easy  to  see  that,  if  a  linear  relation  exists  between  the  three  products,  then 
it  must  be  this  relation:  for  the  relation  must  be  satisfied  on  writing  therein 
v=—u,  s  =  —  r,  and  the  only  linear  relation  connecting  sn'Msn^r,  cn'Mctfr,  dn-wdn^r 
is  the  relation  in  question 


A  demonstration  of  the  theorem  was  recently  commtiiiicated  to  me  by  Mr  Glaisher; 
and  this  led  me  to  the  somewhat  more  general  theorem 


-  k'^  sn  (a  +  ^)  sn  (a  -  ^)  sn  (7  +  8)  sii  (7  -  S) 
+       en  (a  +  0)  en  {a  -  ^)  eo  (7  +  h)  en  (7  -  3) 


k'^       ^k'^  (sn^  (X  —  sn'  7)  (sn'  /3  —  sn^  S) 
k'^      1  —  t^  sn"  a  sn^  ^ .  1  —  k'^  sn"  7  sn^  8 ' 
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In  fact,  writing  herein  a  +  7=0,  that  is,  7  =  — a,  the  right-hand  side  becomes  =0; 
and  the  arcs  on  the  left-hand  side  are  a -1-/3,  a  — ^,  —a  +  Z,  —  a— S,  which  represent 
any  four  arcs  the  sum  of  which  is  =  0. 

Writing    in    the    last-mentioned    equation    x,   y,   z,   w    for    the    sn's   of  a,   0,   y,   B 
respectively,  also 

ii  =  1  -  ft  V  -  ky  +  k^aff,        E,  =  l-  k^z^  -  ftW  +  ft'sV', 
D  =  l-  k^a?f,  D,=  l-  li^z^vf, 

the  equation  is 

DD,  "•"  DD,     k'  DD\         k'  DD, 

that  is, 

-  k'^pp^ +QQ'--^2  ^^'  +  F  "'^-^' + ^^''  f'"'  ~  ^'^  ^' "  ^'^ = ^■ 

It  is  easy  to  verify  that  the  terms  of  the  orders  0,  1,  2,  3  and  4  in  afl,  y\  s-,  w^ 
separately  destroy  each  other ;   for  instance,  for  the  terms  of  the  order  2,  we  have 

-  k''  (a?  -  2/^)  (z^  -vf)  +  {(^  +  y^)  («=  -1-  wO  +  k'  {^f  +  s'^')] 

+  J  !-  ^'  (^y  -H  z%=)j  +  2//^  (^  -  z-')  0/=  -  w-')  =  0, 
that  is, 

-  k'"-  i^  -  f)  (z^  -tff')  +  (l-  k')  (of  +  f)  (2=  +  w^) 

+  Q^-\-  k'^)  (xy  +  z"-w')  +  2k''  (a^  -  zf)  {f  -  w*)  =  0  ; 

or,  omitting  the  factor  k'^,  this  is 

-(a!'-f){^-w')  +  {x'  +  f}{z'  +  w')-2(x^'  +  zV)+2(x^-z^)(y'-w')^0, 

as  it  should  be. 

The   theorem  in  its  original  form  was   obtained  by  me  as  follows :   using  the  elliptic 
■coordinates  p,  q,  r,  such  that 

a+p     0  +  p     c +p 

a  +  q     b  +q     c  +  q       ' 

x''  y^  z'^        1 

(t+r      tt-l-r      G  -\-r 


Hosted  by 


Google 


728] 

A   THEOREM   IN    ELLIPTIC   FUNCTIONS, 

or,  what  is  the  sa 

me  thing, 

-  ^y^  =  a+p.a  +  q.a  +  r. 

-  yay^  =b  +p.b  +  q.b  +r, 

-  a0s''  =  c  +p  .c  +q.c  +r, 

where   a,   ^,   y   denote    b  —  e,   c-  a,   a  —  b  respectively ;    then,   treating  r    as    a  constant, 
the  coordinates  x,  y,  s  will  belong  to  a  point  on  the  ellipsoid 

a?  y^  z'^         , 

«  +  )■     b+r     c  +  r 

and  the  differential  equation  of  the  right  lines  upon  this  surface  is 
dp  __  dq 

Va+p.  b+p .c-\-p     */a  +  q.b  +  q.c  +  q 

Take  x^,  yo,  z,  the   coordinates  of  a   point  on   the   surftiec,   and  p^,  q^  the  corresponding 
values  of  p,  q,  so  that 

—  ^y^^  —  a+p„.a-¥q^.a  +  r, 

—  yay^  —b  +  ^o .  6  +  ?o .  &  +  »", 
-a^2o^  =  c  +p^.c  +qo.c+r, 

then  the  equation  of  the  tangent  plane  at  the  point  {xa,  y^,  ^o)  is 

a+r     o+r     c+r 
or,  substituting  for  x\  x^',  &c.,  their  values,  we  have 


•Ja+p.a  +  q.a  +  po.a  +  qa,  i 
and  consequently  the  equation  of  the  tangent  plane  is 


a'^a+p.a  +  q.a+pit.a,  +  q^  +  0'Jb  +  p.b  +  q.b+pa.b  +  q„ 

+  7  Vc  +p .c  +  q.c  +po ■c  +  qo  =  -  <^^y, 

the  equation  of  a  plane  intersecting  the  ellipsoid  in  a  pair  of  lines;  hence  this 
equation  (containing  in  appearance  the  two  arbitraiy  constants  pa  and  q^  is  the  integral 
of  the  proposed  differential  equation. 

Writing 

sn'  u  =  A{a  +  p),     cn^  u=B  (b  +p),     dn'  v  =  C(c  +p), 

the  values  of  A,  B,  C,  k  are  determined  ;  and,  assuming  for  q,  po,  q^  the  like  forms 
with    the    arguments   v,   u„,   v^,   the    differential    equation    becomes   du  =  dv,   having    the 

10—2 
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integral    u  —  Ho  —  v—Va;     while    the    foregoing    integral    equation,  on   reducing  the  constant 
coefficients  contained  therein,  takes  the  form 

—  k'^  Bnusnv  sn  iig  sn  ji„ 


^  dii «  dn  n  dn  «(,  dn  v^ 


viz.   this   equation   holds   good   if  u  —  Ua  =  v  —  Va.      And    by   a   change   of    signs   wo    have 
the  theorem. 

If,  as  above,  u+v  +  r  +  s  =  0,  the  theorem  gives  a  linear  relation  between  the 
three  products  sn  wsn  vBnrsns,  en  w  en  i;  en  r  en  a,  dnwdntpdnrdns,  and  regarding  at 
pleasure  the  sn's,  the  en's,  or  the  dn's  as  rational,  one  of  these  products  will  be 
rational  while  the  other  two  will  he  each  of  them  a  quadric  radical;  and  hence, 
rationalising,  we  obtain  an  equation  which  contains  the  product  in  question  linearly, 
and  contains  besides  only  the  squares  of  the  sn's,  en's,  or  dn's;  that  is,  we  have 
three  such  equations  containing  the  three  products  respectively.  Bringing  to  one  side 
the  terms  which  contain  the  product,  and  again  squaring,  we  obtain  an  equation 
involving  only  the  squares  of  the  sn's,  en's,  or  dn's;  but  the  three  equations  thus 
obtained  represent,  it  is  clear,  one  and  the  same  rational  equation,  which  may  be 
expressed  as  an  equation  between  the  squares  of  the  sn's,  or  of  the  en's,  or  of  the 
dn's,  at  pleasure.  This  equation  may  be  obtained,  as  I  will  show,  from  the  ordinary 
addition -equations  of  the  elliptic  functions,  but  it  is  not  obvious  how  to  obtain  from 
them  the  three  equations  involving  the  products  respectively,  and  these  last  have  the 
advantage  of  being  of  a  degree  which  is  the  half  of  the  equation  which  involves 
only  the  squared  functions. 


Write 

«,    S,    2, 

wl 

rorsn«,iin  ..»,■,.„ 

in  respectively;    then,  writing 

A 

=  «)Vr^"j'.r-Ty, 

0=2  Vl-iTl-i-rf, 

A' 

=  y  -Jl^^''.  1  -  kv, 

t.'=»Vl-«'7l-/.V, 

P 

-  «=  -  J", 

T^=i'~Uf, 

we  have 

D 

-!-«?«?!,■, 

S  =  1  -  k-z'hxf. 

that  is, 
and  conseq. 

jcntly 

sn  ((( +  v) 

A+A'         F 
JJ      '~A-A'' 

.-sn(r  +  s), 
-a')  {A+A'), 

whence 

PH. -(a 
Dv,-PS. 

+  c-)(A-A-); 
-.S(Aa-A'a), 
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that  is,  (3"  -«;=)(  1  - k^xY) -  i^" -  yO ( 1  - ^2%=) 

=  2 \xvi  Vr^^'Ti - h?f\l-^.\  -A^2=  - yz Vl  - a^" .  1  - AV .  1  - wM  - t=)(J=|. 

Rationalising,  we  obtain,  as  mentioned  above,  an  equation  containing  only  the  i 
a^i  ^7  •s^  ^*!  it  therefore  is  of  a  degree  twice  that  of  the  equation  containing 
the  product  xyzw.  I  worked  out  in  this  way  the  equation  in  {a?,  y",  ^,  w'},  but  the 
calculation  was  lost,  and  the  easier  way  of  obtaining  it  is  obviously  by  means  of  the 
equation  involving  xyzw. 

We  have,  by  the  theorem, 
—  k'^  xyzw 
+  -Jl  —  x' .  1  —  y^ .  1  —  2^ .  I  --  w^ 

1 _„    .      


-  k'a?  .  1  ~  ky .  1  -  i^z\  1  -  ^fivf  = 
k'^(l  —  k^xyew)^k"'^\  —  (^ .  \  —  y^ .1  —  ^ .\  —  vi^ 


and  then,  writing 


-  'J\-ld'(i?.l~l?y^  .l-k^z'.l~  kho' ; 


Q  =  a^^=  +  x'z-  +  x^w^  +  y^2^  +  y^w'  +  z% 
R  =  xy^^  +  a^Hu'^  +  a?zhs?  +  yH'^'^, 
S  =a^yVw', 
sing  VS  to  denote  the  rational  function  xyzw,  we  have 
k''(l-2k?^8  +  k'S) 

+  l-k^F  +  k'Q-k'R  +  ifiS 


-  2P  V(l  -  P  +  Q  -  -R  +  6')  (1  -  i-^P  +  k^Q  -  tR  +  l?S) ; 
or,   if    for    a    moment    the    radical    is    called   \/A,   then   the   factor  k^   divides   out, 
the  equation  becomes 

2  '/A  =  2  -(J  +  k')  P  +  2k''Q  -  (¥  +  k')  R  +  2k'S  +  2k" -^S, 

Hl-P  +  Q-R  +  S)(l-kfiP  +  k*Q-k'R+k?S) 
_  j2  -  (1  +  A^)  P  +  2/^Q  -  (ft=  +  /^)  P  +  2k'S\'  -  ik'^S 

-  -  21c*  ■^S  (2  -  (1  +  k')  P  +  2k=Q  ~  (F  +  k')R  +  2k'S]. 
The  factor  k''  divides  out;   omitting  it,  we  have 

iQ-P"-^i{l  +  k')R+l&tS+2lc'PR-i{t  +  k')FS-k^R^  +  ik*QS 

=  -2^S{2-(l+k')P  +  2k'Q  -  {&'  +  ^)  P  +  2tS}, 
or,  as  this  may  also  bo  written, 

j(_  F^-+iQ-  4P)  +  k'  (-  Hi  +  21'R  +  IGS  -  iPS)  +t{-R'+  iQS  -  PS)] 

^ -2  ^S  {2~  P  +  k'i- P  +  2Q-R) +/<:'(- R  +  2S)], 
which  is  the  required  rational  equation  involving  the  product  of  the  sn's. 
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729. 

ON   A   THEOREM   RELATING   TO   CONFORMABLE   FIGURES. 

[From  the  Proceedings  of  the  London  Mathematical  Society,  vol.  x.  (1879).  pp.  143 — 146. 
Read  May  S,  1879.] 

Consider  two  plane  figures,  say  the  figure  of  the  points  P  referred  to  axes 
Ox,  Oy,  and  that  of  the  points  P'  referred  to  axes  Ox',  Oif ;  and  let  x,  y  be  the 
coordinates  of  P,  and  x',  '\f  those  of  P .  If  the  figures  correspond  to  each  other  in 
any  manner  whatever,  P  and  P'  being  corresponding  points,  then  we  have  ai ,  y' 
each  of  them  a  function  of  ic,  y\  and  we  may  consider  the  second  figure  as  derived 
from  the  first  by  altering  the  distance  OP  in  the  ratio  '•J a!"^  ^  y"' -¥  "•! a? -v  y\  and  by 
rotating  it  through  the  angle  tan~^— ,  —  tan~'-;   say  by  the  Extension  "/y  +  y'° -f- V^  + )/', 

and   by   the   Rotation  tan^'~ — tan~'-;   where  the  Extension  and  the  Rotation  are  each 
of  them  a  determinate  function  of  x,  y,  the  coordinates  of  P. 

Passing  from  the  point  P  to  a  consecutive  point  Q,  the  coordinates  of  which 
are  x-^dx,  y-\-dy  (the  ratio  dy-i-dx  being  arbitrary),  then  the  coordinates  of  the 
corresponding  point   Q"  will  be  x'  +  dx',   y  +  dy',  where 


Writing    —-,  and  ~  instead  of  dy'  - 
■■Jdx'^  +  dy""  ^  Vdi 

will  in  general  have  values  depending  upon  that  of  the  arbitrary  ratio  dy  :  dx.  But 
they  may  be  independent  of  this  ratio;  viz.  this  is  the  case  when  a;',  ^  are  functions 
of  X,  y  such  that 

dx'  _     dy'       dy'  _  dx'  _ 

dy  dx '      dy      dx' 


dy- 

'%^ 

dy 

*. 

+  (i«'  and 

d;l- 

■.dx.  the 

expressions 

laF+dy\   t 

md 

'--g 

—  tan" 

Hosted  by 


Google 


729]  o^f  a  theorem  relating  to  conformable  figures.  79 

and   the    two   figures   are  then  conformable  (or  conjugate)  figures;  that  is,  figures  similar 
as  regards  corrnsponding  infinitesimal  elements  of  area.     We  have,  in  this  case, 

'Jdx'-'  +  dy'  •¥  -J  da?  +  dy^,  and  tan"'  -^  -  tan"'  -^ , 

each   a   determinate   function   ofTic,  y,   the   coordinates    of   P;    and    we    pass    from    the 
element   PQ   to   the   corresponding   element   P'Q'   by  altering   the    length    in    the    ratio 

'Jdof^+dy'^^ 'Jd^^  +  dy^,  and  rotating  the  element  through  the   angle   tan"-' -=^  —  tan~' ^^ ; 

say,   this   ratio   and   this   angle   are   the   Auxesis    and    the   Streblosis   respectively,   these 
being,  as  already  mentioned,  functions  of  x,  y  only. 

Considering  now  any  two  conformable  figures,  say  the  figure  of  the  points  P, 
and  that  of  the  points  P' ;  we  have  the  theorem  that  we  can  from  the  first  figure 
obtain  a  third  conformable  figure  by  means  of  an  Auxesis  and  a  Streblosis  which 
are  respectively  equal  to  the  Extension  and  the  Rotation  by  which  the  second  figure 
is  derived  from  the  first. 

In  fact,  if  in  the  three  figures  respectively  we  take  x,  y,  x',  y',  and  x",  y",  for 
the  coordinates  of  the  corresponding  points  P,  P',  P",  the  first  and  second  figures 
are  conformable :   and  we  have  therefore 

d^'  _     dy        dy'  _  dx'  _ 
dy         dx'      dy      dx ' 

the  third  figure  is  to  have  the  Auxesis  vx'^  +  y''^-.-'/x^ +  y^,  and  the  Streblosis 
tau-^  ^  -  tan-'  ^ ; 

X  X 

viz.  writing  r  for  */a.^  +  y',  we  ought  to  have 

and    it    is  therefore   to   be   shown   that   there   exist   x",   y"   functions   of  x,   y   satisfying 
these  relations;   for,  this  being  so,  we  have 

dx"  __     dy"        dy"  _  dx"  _ 
dy  dx  '       dy       dx  ' 


md  the  third  figure  is  thus  conformable  with  the  first. 
Writing,  for  shortness. 


-'  +  yy' 
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the  equations  are 

dx"  =  Adx  —  Bdy, 

dy"  =  Bdx  +  Ady ; 
or  the  conditions  for  the  existence  of  the  functions  a/',  y"  are 

dA      dB^        ^_4?^o 

dy      do       '      dx      dy 
We,  in  fact,  have 

dA     dB      If    rdx'     dy'\        (dy'     dm'\  .  „  ,1       2  .  ,  . 


ind  similarly 


dA     dB     1  i 

dx 


which  proves  the  theorem. 

The   theorem   is   closely   connected   with  the  theory  of  the  function  of  an  imaginary 
variable;   for,  writing  the  conditions  for  the  conformable  figures  in  the  form 


(fa- 

dy        '     dy 

_     dy_ 
~~di' 

---(, 

f 

=  Fifc- 

-Ody, 

i</ 

=  G(fa- 

-Fdij; 

dai 

+,as'. 

-(F  +  v 

ff)((fc  + 

idy) 

whence  F  +  iG  is  a  function  of  a;  +  iy,  and  then  by  integration  x'  +  iy'  is  also  a 
function  of  a:  +  iy.  In  one  point  of  view,  any  function  such  as  ^  {x,  y)  +  i^  (x,  y)  is 
a  function  of  a;  +  iy,  for  the  quantity  x  +  iy  is  only  known  by  means  of  its  real 
components  x,   y ;    that   is,   knowing  x  +  iy,   we   know  x,   y,   and   therefore   also 

-^  {x,  y)  +  i-f  {x.  y) ; 

and  Cauchy,  adopting  this  definition,  introduced  the  expression  "  fonction  monogene " 
of  iB  +  iy,  to  denote  that  which  is  in  the  more  restricted  (and  the  ordinary)  sense 
termed  a  function  of  x  +  iy.  And  MM,  Briot  and  Bouquet,  in  their  "Th^orie  des 
fonctions  elliptiques"  (Paris,  1875),  although  not  using  Cauchy's  expression  fonction 
monogene,  but  the  simple  term  fonction,  do  this  under  the  qualification  stated  p.  3 : — 
"  Dans  tout  ce  qui  suit,  nous  ne  nous  occuperons  que  des  fonctions  qui  admettent 
une    derivee."      Now,   a    function    admitting    of    a    derivative   (that   is,   in   the   ordinary 
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sense,  a  function)  of  the  imaginary  variable  z,  =a:  +  iy,  is  a  function  such  that,  for  a 
consecutive  value  /,  =  x -^^  iy -\- dx -^  idy,  we  have 

/(^•)-/w 

=  a  quantity  independent  of  the  ratio  of  the  real  components  dx,  dy  of  the  increment 
dx  +  idy  of  the  imaginary  variable.  Or,  what  is  the  same  thing,  writing  f{z)  =  af  +  iy\ 
the  condition  in  order  that  x'  +  i^/  may  be  a  function  of  x  +  iy  is 

dx'  +  idy'  =  (jP  +  iQ)  (dx  +  idy), 

where  F  and  G  are  functions  of  x  and  y.  It  is  not  part  of  the  condition  that 
F+iG  shall  be  a  function  of  x  +  iy,  and  it  is  only  a  long  way  further  on  that  the 
authors  prove  that  this  is  the  case  (see  the  definition  of  a  "fonction  holomorphe" 
p.  14 ;    and   the   proof,   p.   137).     The   last -mentioned   equation 

dx'  +  idy"  =  {¥+  iO)  {dx  +  idy), 

where  F  and  G  arc  only  assumed  to  be  functions  of  x  and  y,  has,  if  we  represent 
x  +  iy  by  means  of  the  point  P  with  coordinates  (a;,  3^),  and  in  like  manner  x'  +  iij  by 
means  of  the  point  P"  with  coordinates  (x',  y'),  the  geometrical  interpretation  that  the 
figures  of  the  points  F  and  P'  are  conformable  figures,  that  is,  figures  similar  as 
regards  their  infinitesimal  elements.  The  foregoing  theorem  in  regard  to  the  Auxesis 
and  the  Streblosis  is  that  we  can,  by  means  of  F  and  (?,  construct   a   third  conformable 

figure, — in  faet,  the  Auxesis  and  the  Streblosis  are  =  VjP=  +  G^  and  tan"'  -p  respectively ; 
and,  using  these  as  an  Extension  and  a  Rotation,  we  have  the  third  conformable  figure 
iB"  +  iy"  =  (F+iG){x+iy);  that  is,  {F+iG){x  +  iy),  and  therefore  also  F  +  iG,  is  a 
function  of  x  +  iy, — and  we  have  thus  the  derivative  of  a  function  of  x  +  iy  as  itself 
a  function  of  a;  +  iy. 

It  is  to  be  remarked  that,  although  the  theorem  of  the  Auxesis  and  the  Streblosis, 
considered  as  a  property  of  conformable  figures,  is  not  by  any  means  geometrically 
self-evident,  yet  the  foregoing  analytical  proof  is  only  a  proof  conducted  by  means  of 
real  quantities,  of  what  (admitting  the  theory  of  imaginary  quantities)  is  in  fact 
self-evident ;  viz.  the  analytical  conclusion  really  is  that,  F,  G  denoting  functions  of 
X,  y,  then,  if  dx' +  idy  ^  (F  +  iG) (dx  +  idy),  that  is,  if  {F+iG) (dx  + idy)  be  a  complete 
differential,  then  F  +  iG  is  a  function  of  a;  -|-  iy. 
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[ADDITION  TO  MR  SPOTTISWOODE'S  PAPER  "ON  THE  TWENTY- 
ONE   COORDINATES   OF   A   CONIC   IN   SPACE."] 

[From  the  Proceedings  of  the  London  Mathematical  Society,  vol.  X.  (1879), 
pp.  194—196.] 

Write 

U  =  (a,  b,  c,  d,  f,  g.  h,  I,  m,  n\x,  y,  z,  tf, 

U,.{  „  5f,  1,  I  »)'. 

W  =  {  „  fa:,  y.  2,  l$f,  V.  f,  »). 

P.(«,  e,  y,  Six,  y,  .,  0, 
P.  =  (a,  A,,  SJE,  ,,  K  »). 
Then  the  equation  of  the  cone,  having  for  its  vertex  the  arbitrary  point  (|,  y,  ^,  (a),  and 
passing  through  the  conic  (1=0,  P  =  0,  is 

CP.'  -  2  WPP,  +  £7,P"  =  0. 
Or  if,  to  put  the  coefficients  |,  y,  ^,  w  in  evidence,  we  write  for  a  moment 
A  =  (a,  k,  g,  I  J«,  y,  z,  (). 
B=(h,b.f,mi        „      ), 
C-fa./.   ».  »5        ..       ). 
H  =  (I,  m,  n,  di         „       ), 

and  therefore 

W-Af  +  By  +  CI;+Do,; 
then  the  equation  is 

lH«i  +  /3,  +  ■/£  +  8«)'  -  2P  (af  +  /3,  +  7t  +  S«)  (A{  +  iJ,  +  Cf  +  P«,) 

+  P-(o,  *,  «,  d,/,  g.  h,  I,  m,  «5I,  ,,  f,  »)'.0. 
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And  if  we  expand  first  in  ^,  ij,  f,  m,  and  then  in  x,  y,  e,  t,  the  final  result  is 
x^        'f        '^        f-  yz  zx  ayy  xt  yt  zt 


e 

C 

S 

F 

2A' 

2L 

2L' 

v' 

c 

A 

G 

25' 

2M- 

m 

I' 

B 

A 

H 

2C' 

IN 

3-lV' 

<«= 

F 

G 

H 

'IF' 

W 

'"' 

vC 

2A' 

2F' 

-2A 

-10' 

-25' 

2iQ-S) 

-2M 

-2N' 

Ki 

2B' 

2G- 

-2(7' 

-25 

-2A' 

-2L- 

2{B^P) 

-2N 

in 

%G' 

IE' 

-2B' 

-2^' 

-2C 

-2L 

-2Jf' 

HF-Q) 

i-o 

2M' 

3if 

2{Q~li) 

~2L' 

-2L 

-2F 

-2R' 

-2G' 

IJUJ 

•2L 

%N' 

-1M 

-^HR~P) 

-2M' 

-2H' 

-%G 

-2F' 

c- 

%L' 

2M 

-W 

~2xY 

2(P-Q) 

-2G' 

-2F' 

-w 

that  i 


where,  of  course, 


In  particular,  if  ij  =  0,  £'=0,  (»  =  0,  then  we  have  the  foregoing  equation  X  =  0; 
like  for  the  equations  F=0,  Z^O,  and   W=0  respectively. 

Take  a,-  b,  c,  f,  g,  h  for  the  six  coordinates  of  the  line  through  the  points 

1  I  V,  <,  '•>    I 

n^y^-zri,  i  =  a:a}-t'^, 

b=j^-<,  g^ya,-tn, 

C=a»i  —  y^,  h=za>  —  t^, 

af+bg  +  ch  =  0. 
Then  the  foregoing  equation  of  the  cone  is 

Aa.'    +   Bh'   +   Cc"    +    FP    +    (?g=   +    -ffh= ' 

-  2-i'bc  -  2£'ca  -  2C'ab  +  2^'gh  +  2G'hf  +  2H'tg\ 
+  2Ps,f  +  2#ag  -  2iV"'ah 

-  2i^f  +  2Qbg  +  2iV"bh 
+  2icf    -  2 jy'cg  +  2iich 

And  this  may  be  regarded  as  the  equation  of  the  conic  in  terms  of  the  twenty-one 
coordinates  of  the  conic,  and  of  the  six  coordinates  of  an  arbitrary  line  meeting  the 
conic.  It  is,  in  fact,  the  general  form  of  the  equation  given  in  the  paper — Oayley, 
"  On  a  new  Analytical  Representation  of  a  Curve  in  Space,"  Quart.  Math.  Jour., 
vol.  III.  (1860),  [284;    this  Collection,  vol.  iv.  p.  453]. 

11—2 
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731. 


ON    THE    BINOMIAL    EQUATION    x^-1^0;    TRISECTION    AND 
QUARTISECTION. 

[From  the  Proceedings  of  the  London  Mathematical  Society,  vol.  xi.  (1880),  pp.  4 — 17. 
Read  November  13,  1879.] 

The  solution  of  the  binomial  equation  a:*'  —  1  =  0,  p  a  prime  number,  or,  say  rather, 
the  equation 

a!P-'  +  a:i'--+  ...+ie  +  1^0, 

depends  upon  the  Jacobian  function 

Fa  =  x^  +  txaf  +  ...  +aP-'a/~^ 

where  £f  is  a  prime  root  of  p,  a  any  root  whatever  of  the  equation  m^^'  —  1  =  0.  Taking 
e  a  factor  of  p  —  1,  and  /  for  the  complementary  factor  (that  is,  p  —  1  —  ef),  then,  if  for 
a  we  write  a.^,  or,  what  is  the  same  thing,  taking  a^'',  =  /3,  a  root  of  )(*—!  =  0,  we  have 

F0  =  X„  +  0X,  +  ...  +  ^-'X,_i, 
where  X^,  Xi,  ...,  X^-j  denote  each  of  them  a  period  or  sum  of  J",  =^— — ,  roots,  viz. 

X,     =(1,         ^.     ...,g'-f~'<'), 

Xr    =(^,        g'+\  ...,sr'-^-"^n 

^.-l=(r-^  r-'.  •■■.^■^'-') 

<read  Z„=a^  +  fl/  + ... +  »;»'■'"''',  and  so  for  the  other  functions). 

We  have,  of  course,  F(l),  =  X^  + X,  + ...+X,^t,  the  sum  of  all  the  roots  =-1; 
and,  further,  the  general  property  that  any  rational  and  integral  function  of  these 
periods   is   expressible   as  a   sum 

((,  Z,  +  (Xi  Zi  +  . . .  +  a(,_i  X,_, 
with  known  coefficients 
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The  several  cases  e  =  2,  S,  4,  ...  may  be  termed  those  of  the  bisection,  trisection, 
quartisection,  &c.,  of  the  equation ;   viz. 

e=2,  there  are  two  periods,  S,  Y,  and  F(-1)  =  X-Y] 

e  =  3,  three  periods,  X,  Y,  Z,  and  Fy  =  X  +  yY+ffZ,  if  7  is  a  root  of  u'-l  =  0; 
e=4,  four  periods,  X,  Y,  Z,  W,  and  FS  =  X  +  BY  +  S'Z -\- S'W,  if  8  bo  a  root  of  i('-l  =  0. 
It   is   sufficient   to   attend   to   the  prime   roots   7   and   S   of  the   equations 
M=  -  1  -  0,     n*  -  1  =  0, 
respectively;   for,   if  7   or  8   be   =  1,   we   have   simply  ^(1),   =  —  1;   and  if  S  be  =-1, 
then    the    function    is   F(~l),   =X  +  Z-iY+W),   where    X+Z  and    Y+W    are    the 
periods    for  the   bisection.     The   prime   roots   S   are   of  course   i   and   ~i,   and   we   have 

F(i)     =X  +  iY-Z-iW, 

F{-i)  =  X-{Y-Z+iW. 
respectively. 

As  regards  the  bisection,  it  is  known  that  (X— F)°  =  (— )  *  p,  which  is  +p  or  ~p, 
according  as  p  is  =  3  or  3,  mod.  4 ;  and  the  values  of  X,  Y  are  thus  determined. 
In  what  follows,  I  consider  the  cases  e  =  3  and  e  =  4  of  the  tiisection  and  the 
quarti section   respectively. 

It   is  to   be   remembered   that,   not   the  division  into  periods,  but  the  order  of  the 
periods,   depends   on   the    choice    of   g,   a   prime   root   at   pleasure   of  p ;    and,    in   what 
follows,     I    select    the    prime     root    used    in    Eeuschle's    Tqfeln    completer    Frimzahlen 
welche   aus   Wwrzeln  der   EiTilmt  gebildet   sind  (4to,    Berlin,   1875):    viz.   these   are 
jj  =  3,  5,  7,  11,  13,  17,  19,   23,  29,  31,  37,  41,  43,  47,  53, 

59,  61,  67,  71,  73,  79,  83,  89,  97, 
£f=2,  2,  5,     2,     2,     3,     2,-2,     2,     3.     2,     6,     3,10.     2, 

2,     2,     2,  62.     5,     3,     2,  30,  10, 
where   I   quote   the   whole   series,   although   I   am    here   only   concerned  with    the   values 
of  p   which   are   =  1    (mod.    3),   or   =  1    (mod.   4). 

The  periods  are  consequently  those  of  Reuschle,  viz.  X,  Y,  Z  are  his  ti,,,  17,,  17,,  and 
X,  Y,  Z,  W  his  »j„,  »ji,  Tji,  7)s:  they  can  of  course,  without  referring  to  his  work,  be 
easily  recalculated,  but  it  is,  I  think,  convenient  to  have  for  his  values  of  ^f  the 
series  of  residues  such  as  are  given  (for  differently  selected  values  of  g)  in  Jacobi's 
Canon  Aritkmetieus  (4to,  Berlin,  1839);  and  I  have  accordingly  taken  out  of  Reuschle, 
and   annex,   such   a  table. 

For  instance,  ^3=13,  the  powers  of  g  are  1,  2,  4,  8,  3,  6,  12,  11,  9,  5,  10,  7; 
and,  by  writing  these  down  in  order  in  columns  of  3  or  of  4, 


2     3     11     10 


3  9 
6  5 
12     10 
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we  have  the  periods  X,  Y,  Z  or  X,  Y,  Z,  W,  belonging  to  the  triaeetion  and  the 
quartisection   of  p  =  13. 

I  further  remark  that  the  equations  which  I  am  concerned  with  are  all  given  in 
Reuschle,  but  in  a  somewhat  different  form;  thus,  p  =  13,  quartisection  (see  p.  13),  he  has 

(where  observe  that  here  and  in  every  case  the  value  of  tj^ij.  Is  at  once  obtained 
from  that  of  jjoIJi  by  a  mere  cyclical  interchange  of  the  suffixes,  so  that  the  last 
equation  is  in  faet  superfluous);  the  other  equations,  using  i)(i  +  Vi  +  Vi  +  Vi  =  ~^  '*> 
eliminate   any   constant   term   which   occurs,   give   my   values 

Z=  =(    0,       1,       2,      0)(X,  Y,  Z,   W), 

XY=(    1,       1,       0,       1)(  „  ), 

ZZ  =  (-3,  -2,  -3,  ~2){  „  ). 

Similarly,  in  the  case  of  a  trisection,  the  equation  for  tj^tj^  is  superfluous,  and  the 
other  equations  give  my  values  of  X''  and  XY. 

Reuschle  gives  also,  and  I  take  from  him,  the  cubic  and  the  qnartic  equations  (such 
as  ^  =  13,  i]^  +  Tf^  —  4^i)+l=0,  y  4  Tj'  + 2ij^  — 4)j  +  3=0),  which  determine  the  periods  in 
the  trisections  and  the  quartisections  respectively. 

Many  of  the  results  obtained  accord  with,  and  furnish  exemplifications  of  general 
theorems  contained  in  Jacobi's  memoir,  "  Ueber  die  Kreistheilung  und  ihrc  Anwendung 
auf  die  Zahlentheorie,"  Crelle,  t.  xxx.  (1846),  pp.  166 — 189;  [Ges.  Werke,  t.  vi.  pp. 
254—274]. 

Trisection,  e  =  3 ;  p=l  {mod.  3). 
We  have  three  periods  X,  Y,  Z;   and  we  theuce  obtain 
X=   =(<i,  b,  c)(X,   Y,  Z), 
XY^{f,g,h){       „       ), 

the   coefficients    a,   b,   c,  f,  g,   h    being    detenninate    integers.     And,    by    cyclical    inter- 
changes,   we   obtain   equations   which   may   be   wntten 
X'    =  a,  b,  c, 

F'   -  0,  o,  (.. 

Z'    =  b,  c,  a, 

XY-f.  g.  h, 

YZ.h.f.g. 

ZX=g,  h.f- 

Viz.  here  and  elsewhere  the  coefficients  a,  6,  c  are  written  to  denote  the  sum 

aX  +  bY+cZ. 
It  is  easy  to  see  that 
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in  fact,  a  period  contains  ^(^  —  1)  terms,  and  in  two  consecutive  periods  X,  Y,  there 
are  no  terms  the  product  of  which  is  unity:  hence  XY  contains  \{p  —  Vf  terms, 
each  a  power  of  x,  and  the  sum  XY+YZ-V  ZX  contains  ^{p-l)"  such  terms,  being 
in    fact    the    sum    X-^-Y+Z  taken    ^ip  —  V)    times;    whence    the    relation    in    question. 

Hence  also 

YZ  +  ZX  +  XY  =  -\ip-r). 

From    the    equation    X+Y+Z  =  —  \,   multiplying    by    X,    and    for   X^    XY,    XZ 
substituting   their  values,   we   obtain   an   expression 

{a  +/+  g  +  l)X^{h+g^-h)Y+{c^h  +/)  Z, 
which  must  identically  vanish ;   viz.  the  three  coefficients  must  be  each  of  them  =  0 ;   or 
we  must  have 

«  =  -/-!/-!- 

SO  that,  taking  f,  g,  h  as  known,  the  other  coefficients  a,  b,  c  are  given  in  terras  of  them. 
The  equations  give 

«  +  5  +  c  =  -2(/+3  +  A)-l. 

We    have  X.YZ=F.ZX;   that  is,  X  (h,  f,  g)=Yig,  h,f):   or,  substituting  for  X\ 
XY,  &c.  their  values, 

*(o,  i,  c)=    glJ.S.Ii) 
+f(/.S.n    +h{c.  a.  t) 

+!l(9.''.f}    +/(*,/  9); 
that  is, 

tth+f  +g'=g/+(ih+fh, 

bh+fg  +  gh  -g^  +ah  +/\ 

ck+fk+fg=gk  +  bk  +fg, 
equations  whicli  reduce  tiiemselves  to  tlie  single  equation 

gh  +  hf+fg  +  h=f  +  g'  +  ¥: 
and   tliis   is   tiie   only   relation   obtainable   by   consideration   of  the   three   equal   values 

X.YZ,     r.ZX,    Z.XY. 


Moreover,  this  equation  being  satisfied,  the  six  functions  in  the  three  equatior 
each  of  them  =fg-k^;   or  we  have 

IS  become 

XrZ.(fg-k',    fg-h:    fg-k'j; 
that  is, 

xrz-h--fg. 

We  have 

Fj.Fj--.     X'+Y'+Z---YZ-ZX-XY 

=     (a  +  b+e-/-g-h)(X+Y+Z) 

=  -  («  +  6  +  c)  +  (/+  £f  +  A) 

-    :i(f+g  +  >')  +  i; 
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that  is. 

We  have, 

=        [{a,h,c)  +  2(h,f,g)-\ 
+  y[{b,c,  a)  +  2(f,g,k)] 
+  y[(c,  a.  b)  +  2{g.  A./)], 
which  is 

=  ((o  +  2i)  +  7  (6  +  2/)  +  /  (c  +  2,))  (X  +  yr  +  ,Z), 

as  is  at  once  seen  by  comparing  the  coefficients  of  X,  Y,  Z  respectively. 

Hence,  writing 

«  +  2A  +  7  (6  +  2/)  +  7^  (c  +  Ig) 

=  a  +  2A  +  7(6  +  2/)-(l+7)(o  +  2?) 

=  ^+-87, 
we  have 

B=b-\-2f-c~2g  =  Sf-Sg. 
We  have 

(Fyf  =  (A  +  By)Fy\ 
and  thence,  writing  7'  for  7, 

(Fy'y  =  (A+BT')Fy, 
equations  which  give 

Fy.Fy\    =p,    =  {A  +  By)  (A  +  By^)  ■ 

or,  say  p=  A^  —  AB  +  B^ ;   viz.  p  has  the  complex  factor 

A+By,   =3^-3(7-1+7(3/-%). 
Hence  also 

(Fy-f-piA+By-), 
and,  as  before, 

Fy.Fy'^p; 

which  equations  determine  ^7,  F'f,  and  from  these  and  jP(l)=-l  wo  obtain  the 
periods  X,  Y,  Z;  we  have  thus,  in  fact,  the  solution  of  the  cubic  equation  which  gives 
these  periods.     We  have  already  found  the  coefficients  of  this  cubic  equation,  viz. 

X  +  F+Z  =  -l,     YZ+ZX+XY=-^(p-l),    XYZ  =  h?-fg- 

the  equation  thus  is 

v'+v'-hi'P-'^)v  +  {fg'h^)  =  0. 

As  already  remarked,  the  values  of  a,  6,  c;  /,  g,  h,  and  the  equations  in  ij,  are  in  effect 
given  in  Reuschle ;  the  complex  factors  of  p,  as  given  p.  1  {"7  =  27  —  37',  &c.),  when 
reduced  to  the  form  A+By,  are  not  identical  with  the  A+By  of  the  foregoing  theory; 
viz.  this  A+By  is  not  Eeuschle's  selected  primary  form,     I  give,  in  the  annexed  table 
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for  the  primes  7,  13,  ...,  to  97,  the  values  from  Reuachle  of  a,  b,  c;  /  g,  h,  and  of  the 
coefficients  of  the  ij-equation ;  also  the  values  of  A  and  B  derived  from  /,  g,  k  by  the 
:  formute.     It  will  be  seen  that  all  the  values  are  consistent  with  the  theory. 


Table  for  the  Teisection. 


p 

/'             I'.             I 

,1              rf 

A           B 

Page  in 
EeuBchle 

p.  6 

7 

-    2       -    1       -    2 
1             0             1 

-2^1 

2           3 

13 

-    4       ^3       -    2 
1             2             1 

-    4       -    1 

-    4       -3 

P-   '5 

19 

-    4       -    5       -    4 
1             2             3 

-    6       -    7 

2       -3 

p.  26 

31 

-    7       -    6       -    8 
4            2             4 

-  10       -    8 

5           6 

P-  45 

37 

-    8       ^10       -    7 
5             4             3 

-12           11 

-    4           3 

P-  54 

43 

-  11       -    8       -  10 
6             4             4 

-  14             8 

-    1           6 

p.  69 

61 

-14       -13       -15 
5             8             7 

-20        -  9 

-  *    -' 

P-  97 

67 

-16       -13       -16 
9             6             7 

-  22             5 

2           9 

p.    105 

73 

-  16       -  18       -  15 
6             9             9 

-  24       -  27 

-    1       -9 

p.   128 

79 

-  20       -17       -  16 
9           10             7 

-26           41 

-  10       -3 

p.    138 

97 

-20       -23       -22 
10             9           13 

-  32       -  79 

11           3 

p.    168 
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Quartisection,  e  =  4 ;   p  =  \  {mod.  4). 
We  have  four  pericwis  X,   Y,  Z,   W;   and  we  obtain 

Z=  =(«,  b,  c,  d){X,  7,  Z,   W), 
XY=(f,g.h,k){  „  ). 

XZ^(l,  m,  l,m){  „  ), 

the    coefficients    being    determinate    integers.     It   can   be  shown    that    l-\-m  =  ^{p—\)    or 
~|(3p  +  l)  ajxording  as  p  =  \  or  5  {mod.  8).     And  then,  by  cyclical  interchanges, 

X'  =  a,  b,  c,  d, 
¥'  =  d,  a,  b,  c, 
Z'  =c,  d,  a,  b, 
W  =6,  c,  d,  a, 
XY=f,  g.  h,  k, 
YZ=k,/,g,k. 
ZX  =h,  k,f,  g, 
XW  =  g,  h,  k,f. 
XZ  =  I,  m.  I.  m, 
YW^in,  I,  m,  I. 
We  have,  in  like  manner  as  for  the  trisection, 

f  +  g  +  h  +  k^iip-l), 

and  so  also  the  expression  for 

2Xr,  ^XY+XZ  +  XW+YZ+YW  +  ZW 
is 

=  -  (f  +  g  +  h  +  k  +  I  +  m)  ^-i(p-l)-l-m; 

and,  in  virtue  of  the  foregoing  value  of  l  +  m,  this  is  =-g(^-l)  or  ^(;>  +  S)  according 
as  p=l  or  5  (mod.  8). 

Again,  from  the  equation  X  +  Y+Z+  ff  =  -l,  multiplying  by  X  and  reducing, 

a^-l-f-g-l, 
b^  -g~k-m, 
c=  —h  —  k  —  l, 
d=  -k-f-m. 
and  thence 

a  +  b  +  c  +  d  =  -l-2i/-^-g  +  h  +  k)-2(l  +  m), 

and 

a-b  +  c-d  =  -l  +  2  (m  - 1). 
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We  have 


that  is, 
and  thence 


that  is. 


X.YZ^Y.ZX  =  Z.XY, 

X{k,f,  g,  h)=Y(l,  m,  I.  m)  =  Z(f,  g,  A,  k), 

k(a,  b.  c,  d)=  I  (/,  g,  h,  k)=  f(l,  m,  I,  m) 
+f(f,g,h,k)  +m(d,a,b,c)  +g(k,/,g,h) 
+  g{l,  m,  I,  m)  +1  (k,  f,  g,  h)  +h(c,  d,  a,  h) 
+  k(g,k,k.f)    +m{mj,m.l)      +k(k,k.f,g). 


ka  +f'  +gl  +  gh  =  1/ +  md  +  lk  ■\-'m?=lf  +gk  +  cli  +  kh, 
kb+/g  -i-gni  +  h''  =lg  +  am  +  lf  +ml=/m+/g +  kd  +  i^, 
kc +/k-^-gl  +kk  =  Ih  +  inh -i-lg  +m'' =fi  +ff^+ah+kf, 
kd+/k  +gm+fh  =M+  mc  +  lh  +lm=fm.  +gh  +  hh  +  gk, 
in  which  equations  a,  b,  c,  d  may  be  regarded  as  having  their  foregoing  va 
One  of  these  equations  is 

kc  +fh  +  gl  +  hk  =  lf+  g-  +  ah  +  kf, 
that  is, 

-k{h^k  +  l)^-fh  +  gl  +  hk=lf+g''~k{f+g  +  l+l)  +  kf, 
or,  reducing, 

l{g  +  h-f~k)  =  g'+k'-~^hf-hg-h  +  kf, 
which  gives  I. 

Again,  another  equation  is 

kb  +fg  +grii  +  h-  =fm  +fg  +  hd  +  k', 
that  is, 

~h{g  +  h  A-'m)  +fg  +  gm  +  h^  =fm  +fg  -  h  (k  +/+  m)  +  lifl, 
or,  reducing, 

m(g  +  h—f—k)  =  k^  —  h-  +  gk  — hf, 
which  gives  m. 

And  we  have  also 

md  +lk  +  m-  =  gk  +  ch  +  kh, 
that  is, 

-  m  {k  +/+  VI)  +  Ik  +  m^  '=gk  +  kh  -h(h  +  k  + 1), 


I  (k  +h)-m  (/+  k)  =  gk  -  hK 

Substituting  herein  for  I,  m  their  values,  we  have 

(i-  +  *)[»■  +  *■-  2*/-  h  +  ¥-  *]  -  (/+  i)  [''■  -h'  +  sk-  hf]  +  {h-  -  gk)  [<,  +  h  ~f-  i]  -  0. 

12—2 
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In  this  equation  the  only  terms  of  the  secocd  order  are  —  h(h  +  k),  which  contain  the 
factor  h;  the  terms  of  the  third  order  contain  this  same  factor  k,  and  throwing  it  out, 
and  reducing,  the  equation  is  found  to  be 

(j,-kY+(h-fr-h+k, 

or,  as  !t  may  also  be  written, 

g'  +  k'-  2h/-  h  +  {h'  +f'  -  2gk  -k)  =  0; 

and  the  foregoing  values  of  I,  m  are 

_  fer'+i'-  2*/-  k)-(gh-kf) 
S  +  k-t-f       '    '  ■ 

_h^  ~k^  +  gk  —  hf 
'"~    g-^h^h-f' 

and  by  means  of  these  three  equations  al!  the  foregoing  equations  are  satislied. 

We  have 

FiFf  =  {X-Zf  +  {Y-Wf 

=  X-+r-  +  Z-+W-2(XZ+YW) 

or,  substituting  for  a,  b,  c,  d,  this  is 

=  1  +  2  (/+  J  +  /j  + 1)  + 1  {( +  111), 
viz.  it  is 

=  i(2,  +  l)  +  *(l  +  m); 

or,  substituting  for  l  +  m  its  before-mentioned  value,  then,  aceording  as  ^  =  1  or  5  (mod,  8), 
the  value  is  -p  or  -p;   that  is,  we  have 

Hft>  _  (~)'^p. 
Again,  we  have 

(Fiy-{X  +  iY~Z-iWy 

-X'-Y'  +  Z'-  W'-2XZ  +  2YW  +  ii{XY-  ¥Z+ZW-  If  A') 
-{ti-h  +  c-d  +  i(m.-l)  +  2(f-!,  +  h-lc)i]{X-r+Z~  W) 
,(A+Bi)F(-n 
where 

A.a-b+c-d  +  2(m-l),  =  -  1  +  4  (m  -  !), 

B  =  2(/-g  +  h-k): 

or,  since  X-  Y  +  Z~  W  =  F(-1),  this  equation  is 

(Fi)<  =  (A  +  Bi)F{^l): 
and  similarly 

(Fi^y  =  (A-Bi)F(-l). 
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Moreover 

[f(_l)].,(-)Vy,     =p; 

and  we  have  therefore 

{±py.(A-  +  E')p, 
that  is, 

A--  +  B'=p; 

or  the  expression  A  +  Bi  determined  as  above  is  a  complex  factor  of  p. 

We  may  investigate  the  quartic  equation  for  the  determination  of  the  periods  X,  Y, 
Z,  W.  The  values  of  X  +  F  +  Z+r  and  JfF+Z^+Xr+FZ+FIT  +  Zr  are  already 
known:  for  the  next  coefficient  XYZ  +  XYW+XZW+  YZW,  we  have  XYZ  =  (<t.  fi,  f,  S), 
where  each  of  the  coefficients  a,  ^,  y,  S  is  given  under  three  different  forms :  the  values 
of  7/ir,  ZWX,  WXY  are  (S,  a,  A  7),  {■),  S.  a,  /3),  ifi,  7,  8,  a) ;  and  the  required  sum 
therefore  is 

(=.+/9  +  7+S)(X+F  +  Z+  If),  =-(.  +  ,3  +  7+8), 

Taking  the  first  expressions  of  these  coefficients  respectively,  we  have 
a  +  ,3  +  7  +  8=  k(a  +  h  +  c  +  d) 

+/(f+g  +  h  +  k) 
+  2g{l  +  m) 

=  tl-T-i{p-l)-iil  +  m)]+(J+k)[i(p-l)]  +  2g(l  +  m). 
-2  (J- *)(!  +  «) +  !(/+/.)(}.- l)-li(p+l). 
We  find  XYZW  most  readily  as  the  product  of  XZ  and  FTF;    we  thus  ohtain 

XYZW  =  lm{X--+r--+Z-+Wi-2XZ+2YW)  +  (f  +  m-)(XY+XW+YZ+ZW), 
-iin(-ii-(i-c-<i-2!-2i»)-y"  +  i»")</+S  +  ''  +  i), 
-lm[l+2{f+g  +  h  +  h)]-(P  +  m'}(f+cf  +  h  +  lc); 

or,  substituting  {orf+g+k  +  k  its  value  Kp-l),  this  is 

Im-nl- mf  (j,  -  1),  =  1  l(i  +  ,„). -{I-  ,„)'p|. 

Hence  the  required  equation,  having  roots  X,  Y,  Z,  W,  is 
V  + V 

-'(■U(p-i)  +  '  +  ") 

+  1  H(/+4)(?-l)-JtO'  +  l)  +  2(</-t)(!  +  »)) 
+  lm~\^  —  m)~{p  —  \) 
=  0, 

where,  for   the   sake   of  having   a   single   formula,  I    have  retained  J  +  jrt  in   place    of  its 
value  =  — i;(p  — 1)  or  ^(p+3)  according  m^  p=\  or  .5  (mod.  8). 


Hosted  by 


Google 


ON    THE    BINOMIAL   EQUATION   Clf— 1  =  0. 
:  thus  have  the  following : — 

Table  for  the  Quartisection. 


[731 


p 

I 

b 

a 

/, 

i^ 

v" 

A 

B 

Page  in 
Eeusohle 

5 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

1 

1 

-  1 

-2 

p.    2 

0 

0 

0 

1 

-  1 

-    1 

13 

0 

1 

-    3 

1 
1 

-    2 

2 
0 

0 
1 

-    4 

3 

3 

-. 

P-    13 

17 

-    4 

_    2 

-    3 

-    4 

-    6 

-     1 

1 

-  1 

4 

■2 
1 

0 
1 

1 

1 

29 

•2 

1 

-    5 

3 

1 

~    6 

0 

3 

4 

20 

23 

-5 

-. 

P-   36 

37 

I 

1 

-    7 

4 

4 

I 

5 

' 

49 

-  1 

6 

P-  53 

41 

-  10 
4 
3 

-    6 

2 

^    2 

_    8 

-  15 

18 

4 

-5 

4 

p.  61 

53 

2 

3 

6 

2 

7 

-43 

47 

-2 

p.  80 

4 

4 

2 

3 

-  11 

-    9 

1)1 

4 

3 

-  11 

3 

3 

_  12 

G 

6 
3 

8 

42 

117 

-  T) 

6 

p.  96 

73 

-16 

6 
i 

-13 

-  12 

-  14 

-27 

-41 

^ 

3 

8 

p.  126 

89 

-  19 
4 
6 

-  18 
5 

-  16 

-  14 

-33 

39 

8 

-5 

-8 

P'  152    1 

97 

-22 

-  16 

0 
5 

-  17 
5 

-  18 

-36 

91 

-  61 

-9 

4 

p.  167 
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Table  of  the  powers  of  Reuschle's  selected  prime  roots. 


3    ,1     7    11     13 

17 

19 

23 

29 

31 
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732. 

A   THEOREM    IN    SPHERICAL   TRIGONOMETRY. 


[From  the  Proceedings  of  the   London  Mathematical  Society,  vol.   xi.   (1880),  pp,   48 — .50. 
Read  January  8,  1880.] 

Ik   a   sphericai   triangle,   where   «,   6,   c    are    the    sides,  and   A,   B,   C   the   opposite 
angles,  we  have 

—  tan  ^c  tan  |  a  tan  \h  sin  (A—B)  =  t;in  ^6  sin  A  —  tan  ^a  sin  B, 
tan  ^c  {1  — tan ^a  tan  ^6  cos  (.4  —  B)\  =  tan  ^hcosA  +  tan  ^acosB; 

which  are  both  included  in  the  form 

,     ,       _      .   -    n,        tanic  —  tani-ifcos A +isinjl) 

tan  itt  (cosif  — isin/f)=  ,   ,     ' — = — - — Vtt a —■ — r^- 

'      ■  1  +  tan^C  tan^o(eos.4 +8Sin  j1) 

For  the  fii-st  of  the  two  identities :   from 

cos  -il  +  cos  B  cos  C 


sin  A  sin  G 
'sA     cos  B\      cos  C /cos  S     cos.(l\ 


_     1     /cos  A     cos  B\      cos  C  /cos^S  _  cos.fl\ 
~~sin  (7VsinB     s'mA/      sin  C  \8inB     sin  A  J 

1      ^(sin2A-sin2g)      cos  0  sin  (A  -  B) 
"  sin  C        sin  ^  sin  B        ^  sin  V  sin  A  sin  B 


uCsmAsinB 
njA-B) 


(cos  c  —  1 ) ; 
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that  is, 


-  sin  (A  —  B)  =  ^i- (cos  a  —  cos  b) 

'     1  -  cos  c 


sin  c  1  —  cos  c 
or,  what  is  the  same  thing, 


and  -— -,  ,  the  rietht-hand  side  is 
smo  ° 

sin  a  sin  6  ' 

=  eot^asin  j1  —  cot  ^6  sin  B; 

whence,  multiplying  each  side  by  tan^atan^fi,  we  have  the  relation  in  question. 

For  the  second  identity  which  is 

tan  ^c  {1  —  tan^a  tan^6eos(il  —  B)]  =  tan  -IbconA  +  tan^ttcosS; 

if  on  the  right-hand  side  we  substitute  for  cos^l,  cos  5  their  values 

cos  a  —  cos  6  cos  c  ,     cos  ft  ~  cos  a  cos  c 

-. — i — -. —      and -. ; — , 

sin  b  sin  c  sm  a  sin  c 

the  right-hand  side  becomes 

1     fcosd  — cosftcosc     cos  6  —  cos  a  cos  c) 

whence,  multiplying  the  whole  equation  by  8inc(l -l-cos(()(l -l-cos6),  it  becomes 
(1-  cosc)[{l  -I- cos  a)  (1  -I- cos  5)  -sin  a  sin  6  cos  (A  —B)] 
=  (1  -I- cos  a)  (cos  ffl  —  cos  ?)cosc)  +  (l  -I-  cos6)(cost  —  cosccosa). 
We  have  here 


sin'  c  sin  a  sin  h  ' 

by   substituting   for  cos^l,  cosB   then-  foregoing  values,  and  for   sin^,  sin£  their  valni 

^—5--^ — ,    -. .  -   ,  where 

sin  0  sin  c     sin  a  sm  c 

D  =  1  —  cos^  a  —  cos^  b  ~  cos'^  c  +  2  cos  a  cos  b  cos  c. 
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The  numerator  is 

cos  a.  cos  6  —  cos  c  {cos^  a,  +  cos^  h)  +  cos  a  cos  b  cos^  c 
+  I  —  cos-  c  —  (cos^  a  +  cos-  6)  +  cos  a  cos  fc .  2  cos  c ; 

viz.  this  is 

=  cos  re  cos  6(1  +  cos  cf  —  (cos'  a  +  cos^  b)  (1  +  eos  c)  +  1  —  cos^  c, 

having    the    factor    1  +  cos  c,    which     is    also    a    factor    of    sin^  c,    =  1  —  cos^  c,    in    the 
denominator.     We  have,  therefore, 


cos(^-B)=  — 


cos  a  cos  6  (1  +  cos  c)  —  (cos-  re  +  cos''  h)  +  l—  cos  c 


(i  —  cos  c)  sin  a  sin  6 


and  the  equation  thus  is 

(1  — cose)  (1  +cosa)(l  +COS&)—  |cos(icos6  (1  +  cos  c)  —  (cos°  a -I- cos^  fe)  + 1  —  coscj 

=  (1  +  cos  re)  (cos  re  —  cos  6  cos  c)  +  (1  -I-  cos  h)  (cos  6  —  cos  c  cos  a), 
where  each  side  is  in  fact 

=  cos  ct  +  cos^  d  +  cos  ii  +  cos^  ii  -  cos  c  (cos  a  -t-  cos  t)  —  2  cos  re  cos  &  cos  c ; 
and  the  second  identity  is  thus  proved. 
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733. 

ON    A    FORMULA    OF    ELIMINATION. 


[From  the  Proceedings  of  the  London  Matheinatical  Soeiety,  vol.  XI.  (1880),  pp.  139 — 141. 
Bead  Juno  10,  1880] 

Consider  the  equations 

(^,...5f,  ij-^-o, 

where  a,...,  A,...  are  functions  of  coordinates.  To  fix  the  ideas,  suppose  that  each 
of  these  coefficients  is  a  hnear  function  of  the  four  coordinates  x,  y,  z,  ia.  Then, 
ehrainating  &,  we  obtain  V  =  0,  the  equation  of  a  surface ;  and  (as  is  known)  this 
surface  has  a  nodal  curve. 

It  is  easy  to  obtain  the  equations  of  the  nodal  curve  in  the  case  where  one  of 
the  equations,  say  the  second,  is  a  quadric :  the  process  is  substantially  the  same 
whatever  may  be  the  order  of  the  other  equation,  and  I  take  it  to  be  a  cubic ; 
the  two  equations  therefore  are 

(a,  6,  c,  d\e,  1)^  =  0, 

{A,   B,    Cfe,  1)^  =  0; 
giving  rise  to  an  equation 

V,  =(a,  b,  c,  d)'{A,  B,  Of,  =0. 

And  it  ia  required  to  perform  the  elimination  so  as  to  put  in  evidence  the  nodal 
line  of  this  surface. 

Take  6i,  6^  the  roots  of  the  second  equation,  or  write 

(A,  B,  Cp,  iy-  =  A(0-0,)(d-O,); 
that  is, 

...  2B      ,,       C_ 


Hosted  by 


Google 


733] 
then,  if 


ON    A    FORMULA   OF    ELIMINATION. 


e,  =  (f(,   h,   C,  rfp,,   1)', 


viz.  on  the  right-hand  side,  replacing  the  symmetrical  functions  of  0^,  0.^  by  their 
vahies  in  terms  of  A,  B,  G,  we  have  the  expression  of  V  in  its  known  form 

V  =  a'C  +  &c. 

Form  now  the  expressions 

©i-Hs,     fa©, -^,02,     d^^&,~e,^&,,     e./@,-0j'€>^, 

each  divided  by  6i~~d~.  These  are  evidently  symmetrical  functions  of  6i_,  O.^,  the 
values  being  given  by  the  successive  lines  of  the  expression 

(  0,  1,  0,  +  O„     e,^  +  dA  +  0i\d,Zc,Zb,a); 

-1,  0,  eA,      0A{0^  +  e.) 

_  (e^  +  e^\  -  8A,  0,  0^0.^ 

-  {0,^  +  0A  +  ^2'),    -  OA  (f  1  +  6'd,    -  ffi^ff-/,  0 

and,  consequently,  these  same  quantities,  each  multiplied  by  ^1^,  are  given  by  the 
successive  lines  of 

(          0,  A%  -2AB,  -AC  +  iB.'^d,  3c,  Sb,  a). 

-A\  0,            AC,  -2BC 

2AB,  -AC.          0,  C"- 

AC-iB',  2BC,        -C\  0 

Calling  these  X,   Y,  Z,   W,  that  is,  writing 

X  =  3j4=c  -  QABl  +  (-  /I  C  4-  4^=)  a,  &c., 

then  X,  7,  Z,   W  are  the  values  of 

0,  -  0„     0.f%  ~  0>®„     i?2'0.  -  fi'©.,     ^.'©1  -  0i'®2, 

each  multiplied  by  A^  ~  {9i  —  $1) ;  and  the  functions  all  four  of  them  vanish  if  only 
©j  =  0,  ©2  =  0;  or,  what  is  the  same  thing,  the  equations  -^  =  0,  7=0,  2=0,  17=0 
constitute  only  a  twofold  system. 


The  function; 


(  X,     7,     /    ) 
■7,     Z.     F  I 
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contain   each   of  them   the   factor   0i@2,  that   is,  V ;   they,  in   fiict,  each   of  them  vanish 
if  01  =  0,  and  they  also  vanish  if  @2  =  0 ;    or,  by  a  direct  substitution,  we  have 

XZ  -¥'  =  7^-^4t,  -  -  (^3  -  ^»?  ©.@^.  =  -  Am,@„ 

Yw  ~Z'  =^      „      -  (9,  -  e^f  e,eM,®^,       =  -  Am,@,eA- 

Or,   what   is  the   same   thing,   these   are   —  —  AS/,   2fiV,   —  CV,   respectively;    thus  the 
first  equation  is 

{SA^c  ~  6ABb  +  (-A0  + 4,8^)0,}  [2ABd  -  SACc  +  C'a\ 

-  (-  A'd  +  3ACb-2BGaf  =  -A  {A^d^  +  &!;c.),  =- J.V  ; 

and    similai'ly   for    the    other    two    equations.      The    nodal   curve   ia   thus   given   by   the 
twofold   system   X  =  0,    F=0,   Z^O,    W^O. 

The  method  may  be  extended  to  the  case  where,  instead  of  the  quadric  equation 
{A,  B,  0^0,  1)^  =  0,  we  have  an  equation  of  any  higher  order,  but  the  formula  are 
less  simple. 
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734. 


ON   THE   KINEMATICS   OF    A   PLANE. 


[From    the    Quarterly    Journal    of   Pure    m 

pp.  1-8.] 


Mathematics,    vol.    xvi.    (1879), 


It  seems  desirable  to  bring  together  iiiidei'  this  title  various  questions  which 
have  been,  or  may  be,  proposed  or  discussed.  We  consider  two  planes  in  relative 
motion  one  upon  the  other,  but,  for  convenience,  they  may  be  distinguished  ;is  a 
moving  plane  and  a  fixed  plane,  the  first  moving  upon  the  second.  Any  point  of 
the  moving  plane  traces  out  on  the  fixed  plane  a  curve,  and  any  line  of  the  moving 
plane  envelopes  on  the  fixed  plane  a  curve:  similarly,  any  point  of  the  fixed  plane 
traces  out  on  the  moving  plane  a  curve,  and  any  line  of  the  fixed  plane  envelopes 
on  the  moving  plane  a  curve.  More  generally,  any  curve  of  the  moving  plane  envelopes 
on  the  fixed  plane  a  curve,  and  any  curve  of  the  fixed  plane  envelopes  on  the 
moving  plane  a  curve.  There  is,  moreover,  in  the  moving  plane  a  curve  which  rolls 
upon  a  curve  in  the  fixed  plane,  and  those  two  curves  (a  single  relative  position 
being  given)  determine  the  motion. 


The  analytical  theory  presents  no  difficulty.  Taking  in  the  fixed  plane  the  fixed 
axes  Ox,  Oy  (fig.  1),  and,  fixed  in  the  moveable  plane  so  as  to  move  with  it,  the 
axes   0,3^1,    0,y, ;    then    the    position    of    the    axes    O^Xiiji   may   be    determined,   say   by 
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a,  0,  the  coordinates  of  Oi  in  regard  to  Owy;  and  by  6,  the  inclination  of  O^x,  to 
Ox.  And  denoting  by  x,  y,  x-^,  y,  the  coordinates  of  a  point  P  in  regard  to  the  two 
sets  of  axes  respectively,  then 

(r.=  a  +  a?!  cos  ^  -  yi  sin  6, 
y  =  ^  +  WiSmO  +  y,  coa 0 ; 
or,  what  is  the  same  thing, 

x,=      (^-«)eos^  +  (7/-^)sin^, 
y,  =  -  {X  -<z)sine  +  (,j  -  0)cosd: 
or,  as  these  last  equations  may  be  written, 

x,=  Oi  +  «  cos  (--  0)-y  sin  (-  9), 
y,^0,+  X  sin  (-0)  +  y  cos  (-  8), 

where  a,,  ^i,  =  — acos^  — ^sin  ^,  asin^  — ^cos^,  are  the  coordinates  of  0  referred  to 
the  axes  OiX^y,,  and  —  ^  is  the  inclination  of  Ox  to  0,x,. 

When    the    motion    is    given,   a,    ^,   8    are    given    functions    of   a    single    variable 
parameter,  say  of  i*;   or,  if  we  please,  a,  j3  are  given  functions  of  8. 

The  velocities  of  a  given  point  {x,  y)  are  determined  by  the  equations 

a!  =  a'  -  {x^  sin  ^  +  y,  cos  8)  8', 

),'  =  /3'  +  {Xi  cos  8  -y^  sin  8)  8' ; 


\  these  equations  may 


a/-a'  = 

-(y 

-««'. 

»--/3'. 

(iC 

-  a)fl' 

»l»o 

bo  written, 

-(«■' 

-Q')siu^  +  0/'- 

■/3')oo» 

«  =  a 

•■»', 

-¥ 

-a')cose- 

■to'- 

-«sm 

«  =  S 

',«■■ 

have 

..■ 

sm0-,3-co 

««.  ( 

«■       »■ 

=  (!/- 

-fflS', 

=  a'( 

»s«+^'sii 

i«. 

-»3' 

-(ai- 

-«)«■, 

Hence  if  x'  =  0,  jf'  =  0, 


which  equations  determine  in  terms  of  t,  »,  and  j/i  the  coordinates  in  regard  to  the 
axes  O^Xiyi,  and  «  and  y  the  coordinates  in  regard  to  the  axes  Oxy,  of  /,  the  centre 
of  instantaneous  rotation. 

If  from   the   expressions   of  x^,   y,   we   eliminate   (,   we   obtain   an   equation   between 
(i«i,   ;/i)i   which   is   that   of   the  rolling    curve   in   the   moveable   plane;    and.   similarly,   if 

*  (  may  lie  regarded    as   denoting   the  time,    and  then  the  derived   functions  o(    x,  y   in   regard   to   t  will 
denote  velocities ;   and,  to  airaplify  the  espression  of  tlie  theorems,  it  is  convenient  to  do  this. 
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from   the    expressions    of   x,  y   we    eliminate    i,  we    obtain    a    relation    between    (a^,   y), 
which  is  that  of  the  rolled-on  curve  in  the  fixed  plane. 

The  system  may  be  written 


01',  if  we  take  6  as  the  independent  variable, 

i^i  =  a'  sin  6  —  0  cos  6,     a:  =  k 
y-i  =  a'  cos  0  +  0  sin  6,     y  =  ^ 
To  find  the  variations  of  /,  we  have 

w^  =  a"  sin  ^  -  0'  cos  ^  +  a'  cos  ^  +  0  sin  6,  = 
y,'  =  tx"  cos  8  +  0'  sin  ^  -  a'  sin  ^  +  0  cos  0,  = 
y'  =^  +  0". 


a   sin 

a"  cos  $  +  ff' 


0'co^0  +  y„ 


Hence 


ff  +  y  sm  0,  or  X  =a 
9  +y'  cos  0,        y'  =  ^ 


-  y,  sm  if 
fj/oosO 


values  which  give  x'^  +  ^^  =  i^i' +  y,''\   which   equation    expresses    that    the   motion   is   in 
fact  a  rolling  one. 

Imagine  the  two  curves,  and  the  initial  relative  position  given ;  say  the  two 
points  A,  Ai  (fig.  2)  were  originally  in  contact,  then  the  arcs  AI,  A,I  are  equal,  and, 
calling   each   of  these   s,  and  X,   Y,  Z,,  7,    the   cooi-dinates   of  /  in   regard   to   the   two 


sets  of  axes  respectively,  we  have  X,  Y,  X„  ¥,  given  functions  of  s,  such  that 
X'^+¥'^  =  \,  Xi^+Yi''=l,  the  accents  now  denoting  differentiation  in  regard  to  s. 
We  have,  from  the  figure, 

Y'  y,' 

6  —  tan~'  -^,  —  tan"'  -^■, ; 
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!  thing, 

tan^  =  (F'Z/-  F/X)^(Z'X,'+  nV), 

sin  8,  cos  0  =  Y'X,'  -  Y,'X,  X'X,'  +  r  V,' ; 


[734 


or,  what  is  the  same  thing. 


Ci  cos  ^  —  ^1  sin  0, 
Vi  sin  B  +  p,  cos  $ ; 


a;  -  X  =  cos  ^  (iCi  -  Xi)  -  sin  0  (i/i  -  F,), 
y  -  F  =  sin  ^  (^,  -  X,)  +  cos  0  (y,  -  F,), 

where   X,   F,  X,,   F,,  and   therefore   also   $,   denote   given   functions   of  s.     The  formulas 
will  be  of  a  like  form  if  A",  F,  Xi,  Yi  are  given  functions  of  a  parameter  (. 

A  well  known  but  very  interesting  case  is  when  two  points  of  the  moving  plane 
describe  right  lines  on  the  fixed  plane.  This  may  be  discussed  geometrically  as 
follows:  Suppose  that  we  have  the  points  A,  G  (iig.  3)  describing  the  lines  0A„, 
OCa,  which   meet  in  0;    through  A,  0,  0    describe   a   circle,   centre  0,,   and   with  centre 


0  and  radius  =200,,  describe  a  circle  touching  the  first  circle  in  a  point  /;  and  suppose 
that  At,  Co  denote  points  on  the  second  circle.  Then  it  is  at  once  seen  that,  considering 
the  first  or  small  circle  as  belonging  to  the  moving  plane,  and  the  second  or  large 
circle  as  belonging  to  the  fixed  plane,  the  motion  is  in  fact  the  rolling  motion  of 
the  small  upon  the  large  circle;  and,  moreover,  that  each  point  of  the  small  circle 
describes  a  right  line,  which  is  a  diameter  of  the  large  circle.  In  fact,  the  angle 
lOiC  at   the   centre    is    the    double    of    the   angle   TOG  at   the   circumference;    that   is, 
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it  is  the  double  of  the  angle  /OCj ;  and  therefore  (the  radius  of  the  small  circle 
being  half  that  of  the  large  circle)  the  ares  IG,  I0„  are  equal,  so  that  the  rolling 
motion  will  carry  the  point  G  along  the  radius  0(7„,  and  will,  in  like  manner,  carry 
the  point  A  along  the  radius  OA^,  or  the  motion  will  be  as  originally  assumed. 
And,  in  like  manner,  for  any  other  point  B  of  the  small  circle  the  motion  will  be 
along  the  radius  05„;  in  particular,  taking  AB  a  diameter,  the  angle  A^OBg  will  be 
a  right  angle ;  and  the  motion  is  determined  by  means  of  the  two  points  A,  B 
describing  respectively  the  two  lines  OA^,  OB,,  at  right  angles  to  emh  other,  viz. 
there  is  no  loss  of  generality  in  assuming  that  the  two  fixed  lines  arc  at  right 
angles  to  each  other.  It  thence  at  once  follows,  as  will  presently  appear,  that  each 
point  of  the  moving  plane  describes  an  ellipse  (but  we  have  the  special  case  already 
referred  to,  each  point  on  the  small  circle  describes  a  right  line,  and  also  the  special 
case,  the  centre  0,  of  the  small  circle  describes  a  circle).  Considering  any  point  Q 
of  the  moving  plane,  let  the  line  QO,  meet  the  small  circle  in  the  points  E,  F  (or, 
what  is  the  same  thing,  let  E,  F  be  the  extremities  of  the  diameter  which  passes 
through  Q);  then  the  points  E.  F  describe  the  lines  OE,  OF  at  right  angles  to 
each  other,  and  Q  is  a  point  on  EF  or  on  this  line  produced;  clearly  the  locus  is 
an  ellipse  having  the  lines  OE,  OF  for  the  directions  of  its  axes,  and  having  the 
lengths  of  the  semi-axes  =  QF,  QE  respectively. 

Taking   the   points   to   be    A,   B   moving    along    the    two    lines    OB^,  0A„   at   right 

angles   to   each   other,   these   lines   may   be   taken    for    the   axes   Ox,    Oy ;  the   point    0^ 

for   the   origin    of    the    coordinates  x^,  y^,   the    axes    O^x,    being    in    the  direction    O^B 

and   Oi^i   at   right   angles   to   it;    calling   the    length   AB^^Ic,   we    have  0i^  =  0,5  =  c, 

and   the   angle   ABO    may   be    called   d   (but    this    angle   was    previously  taken   with   a 

contrary  sign).  We  have  then  for  the  point  P,  having  in  regard  to  O^x^  and  O^y^  the 
coordinates  («,,  ;/,), 

x  =  a  +  a',  cos  0  —  iji  sin  $[ 
y  =  ff~x,sine~y,co&e]' 

where  the  sign  of  y,  has  been  changed,  and  a  =  ccos^,  /3  =  csin^:  the  equations  thus 
become 

x=:(r.  +  (Ki)  COS  0  —  y,  sin  d, 

y^(c  —  X,)  sin  6  —  y^  cos  0, 

where  observe  that  c  +  x„  c-x,  are  the  distances  M,A,  M^B  respectively.  And  we 
have,  conversely, 

Xy=     xcos0~ysmd—c cos  20, 

y^  =  ~xs\ud  —  ycos0-{-c  sin  20. 

If,  in  particular,  y^  =  0,  then 

X,  y  =  {c  +  X,)  cos  6,  (c  -  x^)  sin  0 ; 
or  we  have 

-JL^  +  ^iL_  =1- 
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viz.  the  curve  on  the  first  plane  is  an  ellipse,  the  semi-axes  of  which  are  ±  (c  +  cci), 
±(c-iCi),  each  taken  positively;  if  a:i'  +  yi'  =  d',  viz.  if  P  be  on  the  circle  having  AB 
for  its  diameter,  then  ^,^=^(c  +  C0i)(c—ii:i),  and  we  have 

viz.  as  mentioned  ahove,  the  curve  on  the  fixed  plane  is  a  right  line. 
In  the  general  case,  we  have 

x{c-  tci)  +      2/yi       =  (c=  -  s;,^  -  y^)  cos  9, 
3T/i  +  y  (c  +  a:,)  =  (c^  —  Xi^  —  y,=)  sin  6, 
and  thence 

\x  (e  -  X,)  +  2/yij^  +[xy,  +  y{c  +  x,)Y  =  (c=  -  x^'  -  y.^f ; 

or,  what  is  the  same  thing, 

x^  {(c  ~  x^f  +  y,=}  +  ixycy^  +  y^  {{c  +  x^f  +  3/,^]  =  {c-  -  x,-  -  y-^f. 

Considering  {,*„  y^  as  given,  the  curve  traced  out  by  P  on  the  fixed  plane  is 
of  the  second  order;  it  would  be  easy  to  verify  from  the  equation  that  it  is  an 
ellipse,  and  to  obtain  for  the  position  and  magnitude  of  the  axes  the  construction 
already  found  geometrically. 

The   same   equation,   considering   therein   (x,  y)   as   constant   and   (x^,  y^)   as  current 

coordinates,   gives   the   curve   traced   out   on   the  moving   plane;    the   curve   is   obviously 

of  the  fourth  order.  Transferring  the  origin  to  A,  we  must  in  place  of  Xi  write 
iCi  -  c, ;  the  equation  thus  becomes 

X"  \ix,  -  2cy  +  y^\  +  icy^xy  +  f  (x,'  +  y,'}  =  (x,^  +  y,^  -  2w,)' ; 

or,  what  is  the  same  thing, 

{x^  +  y?  -  2c«,)'  -  («'  +  V')  (^i"  +  ^i")  +  *ca-  {xxy  -  yy,)  -  4cV  -  0 ; 

and  if  we  suppose  herein  a^  =  0,  it  becomes 

(a^r  +  y^  ~  2  wO'  -  f  (*i'  +  yi')  =  t) ; 

or,  writing  Xt  =  i\cos6i,,  yT  =  r,sin0^,  where  ^,  =  ang!e  QAB,  this  is 

or  say  it  is 

r,  =  2c  cos  B,  -  y, 

which  is  the  polar  equation  of  the  curve  described  on  the  moveable  plane  by  the 
point  S,  whose  coordinates  in  respect  to  Ox  and  Oy  are  (0,  y). 

There  is  no  loss  of  generality  in  assuming  x  =  0.  In  fact,  starting  with  any  point 
S   whatever   of    the   fixed   plane,   if   we   draw   OS    meeting    the    small   circle   in   A,   and 
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through  0  draw  at  right  angles  to  this  a  tine  meeting  the  same  circle  in  B,  then, 
as  before,  the  points  A  and  B  move  along  the  fixed  lines  OAn,  0B„;  or  as  regards 
the  relative  motion,  taking  j1,  S  as  fixed  points,  we  have  the  originally  fixed  plane 
now  moving  in  such  wise  that  the  two  lines  OA^,  OB,,  thereof  (at  right  angles  to 
each  other)  pass  always  through  the  points  A  and  B  respectively,  and  the  curve  is 
that  described  by  the  point  ,S  on  the  line  OA  ;  the  point  0  describes  the  circle  on 
the  diameter  AB  (the  small  circle),  equation  Vi  =  2c  cos  ^i ;  and  OQ  having  a  given 
constant  value  =y,  we  have  for  the  curve  described  by  the  point  S  the  foregoing 
equation  ri  =  2c coa 6,  —  y;  or  writing  y  =  —f,  that  is,  taking  S  on  the  other  side  of 
0  at  a  distance  OS=f,  the  equation  is  ri  =2ceos  ^i  +  /;  viz.  this  is  a  nodal  Cartesian 
or  Lima^on,  the  origin  being  an  acnode  or  a  crunode  according  as  f>  or  <2c;  and 
if  y=2c,  then  we  have  the  cuspidal  cui-ve  or  cardioid  y,  =  2c (1  +  cos ^i),  =4ccob^J^,. 
The  general  conclusion  is  that  the  centre  0  of  the  large  circle  describes  on  the 
moving  plane  a  small  circle  (centre  0,),  and  that  every  other  point  of  the  fixed  plane 
describes  on  the  moving  plane  a  Limafon  having  for  its  node  a  point  of  the  small 
circle,  and  being,  in  feet,  the  curve  obtained  by  measuring  off  along  the  radius  vector 
of  the  small  circle  from  its  extremity  a  constant  distance. 

Considering  in  connexion  with  the  point,  coordinates  (ai^,  ?/,),  («,  y),  a  second 
point,  coordinates  (X^,  F,),  (X,  Y),  in  regard  to  the  two  sets  of  axes  respectively, 
we  have 

x  =  {c  +  *■,)  cos  e-i/,  sin  e,    X  =  (c  +  X,)  cos  0-Y,  sin  f, 
7j  ^  (o  ~  ;x,)  sin  e-y,  cose.      F=  (c-XO  sin  ^-.  F^  cos  f ; 
from  the  first  two  equations  we  have 

cos^  :  sin  ^  :  I  =  x  (c  —  Xi)  +  yyi  :  ccy,  +  y(c  +  a;i)  :  li- —  Xt- —  y-^^ ; 
and  substituting  these  values  in  the  second  set,  we  find 

X   :   F  :  1 

=    X  [c^^c{X,-cc,)-X,x,-Y,y,\+y{        c(y,  -  Y^)  +  y,X,- x,Y,\ 
:x{       c  (y,  -  F)  -  y.X,  +  X,  Y]  +y{c^-c  {X,  -  x,)  -  X,w,  -  Y,y,] 


or  the   points  {x,  y),   (X,  F),   considered   as   each   of  them   moving   on   the   fixed  plane, 
are  homographieally  related  to  each  other. 

To  find  the  curve  enveloped  oa  the  fixed  plane  by  a  given  curve  of  the  moving 
plane,  we  have  only  in  the  equation  /{xi,  yi)  =  0  of  the  curve  in  the  moving  plane 
to  substitute  for  x^,  y,  their  values  in  terms  of  x,  y,  8,  and  then  considering  6  as 
a  variable  paiumeter,  to  find  the  envelope  of  the  curve  represented  by  this  equation. 
And,  similarly,  we  find  the  curve  enveloped  on  the  moving  plane  by  a  given  curve 
of  the  fixed  plane. 
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Thus,  in  the  particular  case  of  motion  above  considered,  writing,  as  before, 
*'  =  {c  +  iKi)  cos  5  -  y,  sin  5, 
y={c-  a)  sin  d  —  y,  cos  6 ; 
or  conversely 

Xt=     X cos ^  —  y sin  ^  —  c cos 28, 

)/i  =  —  «  sin  d  —  y  cos  ^  +  c  sin  2^ ; 

the  envelope  on  the  moving  plane  of  the  line 

Ax  +  By  +  C  =  0 

of  the  fixed  plane  is  given  as  the  envelope  of  the  line 

[A  (c  +  X,)  -  Byy]  cofie+{-A  +  Bic-  x^)]  sin  S  +  C  =  0 ; 
viz.  this  is 

that  is, 

{A-"  +  B')  (a-,^  +  y-r  +  c^)  +  2  (4=  -  fi^)  w,  -  ^ABcy^  =  0, 
a  circle. 

But  the  envelope  on  the  fixed  plane  of  the  line 
Ax^  +  By^  +  C=0 
of  the  moving  plane  is  given  as  the  envelope  of  the  line 

C-\-{Aa;  +  By)  cos  B-{Ay  +  Bx)  sin  0  -  AG  ma  20  +  BGsm  2d  =  0, 

which    can    be    obtained    by   equating    to    zero   the   discriminant   of  a   quartic   function, 
and  is  apparently  a  sextic  curve. 
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735. 

NOTE    ON    THE    THEORY    OF    APSIDAL    SURFACES. 

[From  the  Quarterly  Journal  of  Pure  and  Applied  Mathematics,  vol.  xvi.  (1879), 
pp.  109—112,] 

I  OBTAIN  in  the  present  Note  a  system  of  formulte  which  lead  very  simply  to 
the  known  theorem,  that  the  apsidals  of  reciprocal  surfaces  are  reciprocal ;  or,  what  is 
the  same  thing,  that  the  reciprocal  of  the  apsidal  of  a  given  surface  is  the  apsidal 
of  its  reciprocal;  the  surfaces  are  referred  to  the  same  axes,  an<I  by  the  reciprocal  is 
meant  the  reciprocal  surface  in  regard  to  a  sphere  radius  unity,  having  for  its  centre 
a  determinate  point,  say  the  origin ;  and  it  is  this  same  point  which  is  used  in  the 
construction  of  the  apsidal  surfaces.  The  apsidal  of  a  given  surface  is  constructed  as 
follows ;  considering  the  section  by  any  plane  through  the  fixed  point,  and  in  this 
section  the  apsidal  radii  from  the  fixed  point  (that  is,  the  radii  which  meet  the  curve 
at  right  angles),  then  drawing  a  line  through  the  fixed  point  at  right  angles  to  the 
plane,  and  on  this  line  measuring  off  from  the  fixed  point  distances  equal  to  the 
apsidal  radii  respectively,  the  locus  of  the  extremities  of  these  distances  is  the  apsidal 
surface.  We  have  the  surface,  its  reciprocal,  the  apsidal  of  the  surface,  the  apsidal  of 
the  reciprocal ;   and  I  take 

(>>,  y,  j),  (a!,  y',  /),  {X.  F,  Z).  (X',  T.  Z') 

for  the  coordinates  of  correspondii^  points  on  the  four  surfaces  I'espectively. 

The  condition  of  reciprocity  gives  xx'  +  pi/  +  zz'  —  1  =0,  and  (the  equations  being 
U=0,  17' =  0)  x',  ^,  s'  proportional  to  dxlT,  dyU,  dzU,  and  cc,  y,  z  proportional  to 
d^JJ',  d^U',  d^V ;   or,  what  is  the  same  thing,  we  mnst  have 

x'dx  +  y'dy  +  ifds  —  0   and   xdx'  +  ydy  +  zdz'  =  0 ; 

one  of  these  is   implied  in   the  other,  as  appears   at  once  by  differentiating  the  equation 
'j:(d  +  yy  +  as'  —  1  =  0. 
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The  other  two  surfaces  will  therefore  be  recipi-ocal  if  only  we  have  the  like 
relations  between  the  coordinates  (X,  Y,  Z)  and  {X',   Y',  Z');   that  is,  if 

XX'   +YY'  +ZZ'   -1  =  0, 
X'dX+  Y'dV+Z'dZ  =  0, 
XdX'  +YdY'  +  ZdZ'  =  0. 

To  find  the  apsidal  surface,  we  consider  an  arbitrary  section  as  cos  a  +  y  cos  ^  +  z  cos  y  —  O 
of  the  surface  ?7  =  0,  and  seek  to  determine  the  apsidal  radii  thereof,  that  is,  the 
maximum  or  minimum  values  of  R^^x^  +  y^  +  z^  when  iv,  y,  z  vary  subject  to  these 
two  conditions.  Writing  a;',  y',  z'  to  denote  functions  proportional  to  d^U,  dyU,  d^U. 
we  thus  have  the  set  of  equations 

X  +  X«'  +  fi  cos  a  =  0, 

y  +  xy  +  fi  cos  0=0, 

z  +X/  +  fLCoay  =  0, 

where  X,  fi  are  indeterminate  coefficients ;  taking  then  X,  Y,  Z  as  the  coordinates  of 
the  extremity  of  the  line  drawn  at  right  angles  to  the  plane,  we  have  R'^  =  X'^+  Y^  +  Z-, 

and   cos  a,  cos/9,  0087  =  -^-,  "u.   "pi   substituting  these  values  in  the  equation 

X  cos  a  +  y  cos  0  +  z  eos  7  =  0, 

we  have  Xx  +  Yy  +  Zz  =  0,  and  substituting  in  the  other  equations,  and  instead  of 
X,  fj,  introducing  the  new  indeterminate  coefficients  p,  a;  we  obtain 

X,    Y,  Z  =  px+  ax',  py  +  ay\  pz  +  az'. 

Hence  these  last  equations,  together  with 

R''  =  X"'  +  Y^  +  Z-'^as'  ^y-"  +  z\ 
and 

Xx+Yy  +  Zz  =  1, 

contain  the  solution  of  the  problem.  If  for  convenience  we  introduce  R'^  to  denote 
a/^  +  y'"  +  z'^,  and  imagine  the  absolute  values  of  «',  y',  s'  determined  so  that  xx  -^-yy  -Vzz  —\, 
then  substituting  for  X,  Y,  Z  their  values  in  the  equations  X'  +  F-  +  ^■'  =  R-  and 
Za  +  Yy-\-Zz=  1,  we  find 

R^  =  p'R'  +  2po-  +  a-'R'%  0  =  pS=  +  a-, 
and  thence 


p'=^^F^3i'  <^  =  -p-R^ 


or,  finally  assuming 


P    ■j(R-R--iy 

we  have 

X,  Y,  z=,:-iex',  y-Hy,  2-flv, 

each  divided  by 

v/<i!'ii'"  - 1), 
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where    I   recall   that    x\   y',   ^    are   pi-oportional   to   dxU,   d^JJ,   diU,   and   are   such    that 
xx'  +  1^1/  +  sz'  =\:   they  in  fact  denote 

d^U,  dyU,  dJJ,  each  divided  by  aid^U  +  ydgU  +  sd^U ; 
and   that   R-   and   R"^  denote   ic'  +  '^  +  s'  and  w'^  +  ^'^  +  z'"   respectively.     The  coordinates 
X,  Y,  Z  of  the  point  of  the  apsidal  surface  are  thus  determined  as  functions  of  x,  y,  z. 

For  the  apsidal  of  the  reciprocal  sur^e,  we  have  in  like  manner 

X',  Y,  Z'=x'-R'''x,  y'~If%  z'-R'% 
each  divided  by 

-V(R'R'^~i), 

and  then  the  two  sets  of  values  give,  not  only 

XX'  +  YY'  +  ZZ-  =  1, 

as  is  obvious,  but  also 

X'dX+Y'dY+Z'dZ  =  0,   and   XdX' +YdY' +  ZdZ  =  0. 
In  fact,  writing  for  a  moment  p,  p'  instead  of  R^,  R'',  and  ^/(R'R'^—  l}  =  ^(p^'-  l),  =  a>, 


then 


and 

this  is 


X'dX+Y'dY+Z'dZ 

_">'  —  xp    \dx  —  pdx'  - 

=  —  [  x'dx  +  y'dy  +  z'dz 

-  p  (x'dm'  +  y'dy"  +  s'ds') 

-  {x'^     +y'     +/=    )dp 

-  p'  (xdx   H-  ydy    +  zdz  ) 
+  pp'  {xdx   +  ydy    +  zdz' ) 

+   p  {xx'     +  yy'     +  zz'  )  dp] 

dw, 

-  ^  I  XX     +yy      +ZZ 

-  P  {^''     +  y'     +  ^'    ) 

-  P'{x^      +2/"       +3'     ) 
^■pp'ixx      ->ryy'    +zz'   )\, 

!  the  terms  in  [    |  are 

0  —  p.  ^dp  —  p'dp  —  p  .  ^dp  +  0  +  p'dp,  =  -  ^  (pdp  +  p'dp), 

=  ^  {-  i  (pdp  +  p'dp)  +  adm},  =  0, 


in    virtue    of    oy'^pp'-l.     And    similarly   the    other    equation   XdX' +  YdY  +  ZdZ' =  0 
might  be  directly  verified. 

C.    XI.  15 
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736. 


APPLICATION    OF    THE    NEWTON-FOURIER    METHOD    TO    AN 
IMAGINARY    ROOT    OF    AN    EQUATION. 


[From  the  Quarterly  Journal  of  Pure  and  Applied  Mathematics,  vol.  xvi.  (1879), 
pp.  179—185,] 

I  CONSIDER  only  the  most  simple  case,  that  of  a  quadiic  equation  x'  — »',  where 
n=  is  a  given  imaginary  quantity,  having  the  square  roots  7i,  and  —n;  atartiug  from 
an   assumed  approximate   (imaginary)   value   x  =  a,   we   have   (a  +  Kf^^  n^,   that   is, 

a^+2aA  =  m^     h  =  — 
that  is,  the  successive  values  are 


and    the    question    is,  under    what  conditions  do  we  thus  approximate  to  one  determinate 
root  (selected  out  of  the  two  roots  at  pleasure),  say  n,  of  the  given  equation. 

The  nearness  of  two  values  is  measured  by  the  modulus  of  their  difference ; 
thus  a  nearer  to  71,  than  tii  is  to  n,  means  mod.  {a  —  ii)  <  mod.  (a^  —  n),  and  so  in 
other  cases;  in  the  course  of  the  approximation  a,  a,,  a^,  ...  to  n,  any  step,  for 
instance  a  to  a,,  is  regular  if  a,  is  nearer  to  n  than  a  is,  but  otherwise  it  is 
irregular ;  the  approximation  is  regular  if  all  the  steps  are  regular,  and  if  (after  one 
or  more  irregular  steps)  all  the  subsequent  steps  are  regular,  then  the  approximation 
becomes  regular  at  the  step  which  is  the  fii-st  of  the  unbroken  series  of  regular 
steps. 

We  do  by  an  approximation,  which  is  ultimately  regular,  obtain  the  value  n,  if 
oniy  the  assumed  value  a  is  nearer  to  n  than  it  is  to  —n;  or,  say,  if  the  condition 
mod.  {a  —  n)<  mod.  (a  ■+  n)  is  satisiied,  and  the  approximation  is  regular  from  the  beginning 
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if  mod.  (a  —  )i)  <  I  mod.  w,  viz.  this  condition  is  a  sufficient  one*;  the  first  step  a  to  a^ 
will  moreover  be  regular  under  a  less  stringent  condition  imposed  upon  a ;  and  it  would 
seem  that,  without  the  condition  mod.  (a  — n)<|  mod.w  being  satisfied,  the  subsequent 
steps  will  in  some  cases  be  also  regulai';  that  is,  that  the  last-mentioned  condition 
is  not  a  necessary  condition  in  order  to  the  approximation  being  regular  from  the 
beginning;  it  is,  however,  the  necessary  and  sufficient  condition,  to  be  satisfied  hy  the 
modulus  of  a  —  n,  in  order  that  the  approximation  may  be  regular  from  the  beginning. 
All  this  will  clearly  appear  from  the  geometry. 


We   take   iV,   N'   (fig.  1)   to   represent   the   values   n,   —n;   and  similarly  A,  A^,  &c. 
to   represent   the   quantities   a,   tti,,..;    we   have   then 

AN=moA.(a-n).     A^N  =  modi.{a,-n) .... 

so  that  the  approximation  is  measured  by  the  approach  of  the  points  A,  A-^  to  iV, 
The  line  NN'  joining  the  points  N,  N'  passes  through,  and  is  bisected  at,  the  origin 
0 ;    drawing   then   QQ'   through    0   at   right   angles   to   NN'   the   condition 

mod,  {a  —  n)<  mod.  (a  +  n) 

means  that  the  point  A,  which  represents  the  imaginary  quantity  a,  lies  on  the 
JT-side  of  QQ,  and  it  will  be  assumed  throughout  that  this  is  so.  Take  now  on  the 
line  ON,  OM  =  ^0N,  and  on  N'M  as  diameter,  describe  a  circle,  which  may  be  called 
the  "  circle  of  unfitness " ;  regarding  as  an  area  the  segment  hereof  which  lies  on 
the  Jf-side  of  QQ,  say  this  is  the  "segment  of  unfitness."  It  will  be  shown  that 
if  according  as  ^d    is   situate   inside,    on   the   boundary   of,   or    outside    the    segment    of 

*  In  the  Smith's  Prize  Exammation,  Jan.  28,  1879.  I  gave  the  theorem  nnder  the  following  form  :  "  If  a,  n 
are  imaginary  quantities,  the  latter  of  them  given,  and  the  former  assumed  at  pleasure,  subject  only  to  the  con- 
dition mod.  («- n)  <§  mod.  k  ;  then  if  ii,=  — -— ,3^=  'g  ,  &c.,  show  that  the  tenna  a,  o, ,  Oa,,..  will  oonvei^ 
to  the  limit  n."     This  is  strictly  true,  but  it  would  have  been  better  to  say  "v.-ill  converge  regularly." 
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unfitness,  A-^N  will  be  greater  than,  equal  to,  or  less  than  AN.  It  may  be  added 
that,  if  j1  be  within  or  upon  the  boundary  of  the  segment  of  unfitness,  then  Ai 
will  be  outside  it,  but  this  by  no  means  hinders  that  the  next  point  A.^,  or  some 
later  point,  shall  be  within  the  segment  of  unfitness;  and,  further,  that  when  A  is 
outside  the  segment  of  uufitness,  then  the  next  point  A^,  or  some  later  point,  may 
very  well  be  within  the  segment  of  unfitness;  the  conclusion  is,  that  A  being  inside 
the  segment  of  unfitness,  ^liV  is  less  than  AN,  but  that  it  does  not  thence  follow 
that  A.^N  is  less  than  A,N,  A,N  than  A.Jf,...;  the  approximation  although  regular 
at  the   first  step,    may  then,  or  afterwards,  for  a  step   or  steps,  cease  to  be  regular. 

If,  however,  AN  be  less  than  fOiV",  that  is,  if  the  condition  mod.((t— w)<  |mod.  ii 
be  satisfied,  then  the  point  A  lies  within  the  circle  centre  N  and  radius  NM,  and 
is  consequently  outside  the  segment  of  unfitness;  A^N  being  less  than  AN,  the  point 
Ai  is  a  fortiori  outside  the  segment  of  unfitness,  and  the  like  for  all  the  subsequent 
points  Ai,  ^s,...,  that  is,  in  this  case,  the  approximation  is  regular  throughout.  The 
circle,  centre  N,  and  radius  NM,  =|mod. n,  may  be  called  the  "safe  circle";  and 
the  conclusion  is  that,  if  the  point  A  or  any  subsequent  point  be  within  the  safe 
circle,  then  every  subsequent  point  will  be  within  the  safe  circle,  and  the  approximation 
will  be  regular. 

The  successive  points  A,  Ai,  A^,  ...  (or,  as  it  will  be  convenient  to  call  them, 
^1,  A^,  ...)  may  be  obtained  each  from  the  preceding  one  by  a  simple  geometrical 
construction. 

I  recall  that  any  circle  through  the  two  (imaginary)  antipoints  of  N,  N'  is  a 
circle  having  its  centre  on  the  indefinite  line  NN' ;  it  is  such  that  the  ratio  of  the 
distances  of  a  point  thereof  from  the  points  iV,  N'  respectively  has  a  certain  constant 
value,  viz.  for  the  circles  with  which  we  are  here  alone  concerned,  those  which  lie 
on  the  A^-side  of  QQ',  the  centres  lie  beyond  the  point  N  (further  away,  that  is,  from 
0),  and  the  values  of  the  ratio,  distance  from  N  to  distance  from  N',  are  less  unity. 

Starting  then  from  the  given  point  A,,  for  which  this  ratio  A^N  :  A^N'  has  a 
given  value,  suppose  AiN  =  kAiN',  we  describe  a  first  circle  (passing  of  course  through 
^i)  for  each  point  of  which  this  ratio  has  the  value  k;  let  the  diameter  of  this 
circle  be  F^W^,,  V,  being  the  extremity  between  0  and  N,  W,  (not  shown  in  the 
figure),  that  beyond  jV  ;  we  then  describe  a  second  circle,  for  which  the  ratio  i'i 
=  P;  let  its  diameter  be  V^W.^,  V^  being  the  extremity  between  0  and  N  (or  say 
between  Vi  and  N),  W^,  that  beyond  JV  (or  say  between  N  and  W,);  the  point 
A^  lies  on  this  second  cii'cle,  and  is  determined  as  the  single  intersection  of  the  line 
Fa  A  J  with  the  second  circle.  And  of  course  drawing  a  third  circle,  for  which  the 
ratio  is  =^,  on  the  diameter  V3W3,  then  A3  lies  on  the  third  circle,  and  is  the 
intersection  with  it  of  the  line  V^A^,  and  so  on ;  the  radii  of  the  successive  circles 
diminish  very  rapidly,  their  centres,  in  like  manner,  continually  approaching  the  point 
N;  hence,  the  points  A,,  A^,  A^,  ...,  which  lie  on  the  several  circles  respectively 
approximate,  and  that  very  rapidly,  to  the  point  0.  But  by  what  precedes,  if,  for 
instance,  the  point  A,  be  within  the  segment  of  unfitness,  then  also  some  of  the 
subsequent   points   may   be   within   the   segment   of  unfitness,   and    for    each    point    A^,, 
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for  which  this  is  the  ease,  the  next  point  Ap+,  is  at  a  greater  distance,  so  that 
NAp+i> NAp]  it  is,  however,  clear  that  we  always  arrive  at  a  point  Ag,  such  that 
NAg  <  ^OH,  and  so  soon  as  such  a  point  is  arrived  at  the  approximation  becomes  regular. 

The  point  A^  determined  from  ^i,  as  above,  is  a  point  such  that  the  subtended 
angle  NA^N'  is  =  twice  the  subtended  angle  NA-tN';  or  calling  the  latter  angle  i^, 
the  former  is  =  2(^.  It  is,  in  fact,  this  property  which  gives  rise  to  the  construction ; 
for  let  the  values  of  A,!^,  Ajlf',  regarded  as  imaginary  quantities,  be  called  for  a 
moment 

p,  (cos  6i  +  i  sin  0,),     pi  (cos  B(  +  *  sin  61) ; 

and,  similarly,  those  of  A^,  A~N'  be  called 

p.  (cos  $.,  +  i  sin  ^3),     p^'  (cos  6J  + 1  sin  8.') ; 

then  these  are  the  values  of  a,  —  n,  Ut+n,  a«  —  n,  a^  +  ii  respectively,  or  we  have 

it,  -  n  ^  p,^  ,^^^  ^^^  _  ^^,j  ^  ^  ^.^  ^^^  __  ^^.^^  ^  ^  ^^^^    ^  ^  ^  ^.^    ^^^ 

ff^^i  ^  ^_  jeos  (^^  _  ti;)  +  i  sin  (d,  ~  d,')}  =  L''  (cos  20  +  i  sin  20), 
that  is, 

a^  +  n     \a,  +  nj 
which  relation  between  ((.j,  a,  is  in  fact  the  original  relation 


and,   conversely,   a,,   a^   being   thus   connected,   then   the    representative    A.^    is    obtained 
from  the  representative  point  A,  by  the  foregoing  geometrical  construction. 

I  give  the  analytical  proofs;  we  may  without  loss  of  generality  take,  and  it  is 
convenient  to  do  so,  the  axis  of  jb  as  coinciding  with  the  line  ON,  and  to  put  also 
0N  =  1.  We  then  in  place  of  the  original  coordinates  w,  y  of  any  point  take  the 
new  coordinates  k,  tf>  which  are  such  that 


x  +  iy  —  1 


x  —  iy—\ 


ke''^, 


ke~' 


x-^iy  +  l 
equations  which  may  also  be  ivritten 


or,  what  is  the  same  thing. 


^  +  (j/  -  ir  =  e-«'*  [*^  +  (y  +  if] ; 
x^  +  y- -  I— 2i/ cot tf)  =  0, 
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where  of  course  the  equation  with  h  shows  that  k  is  equal  to  the  ratio  of  the 
distances  of  the  point  from  the  points  N,  N'  respectively,  and  the  equation  in  ^, 
taken  in  the  second  form,  shows  that  <^  is  the  angle  subtended  at  the  point  by  N,  N'. 

It  is  sometimes  convenient  to  write  &e'*   ke~^'*=p,  q  respectively;    we  then  have 


pq  =  k\ 


^\±P 


1  +  q 
'l-q- 


Suppose  for  a  moment  that  we  have  {pi,  q^,  (p,,  q,),  (p„  q^)  as  the  (p,  q)  coordinates 
of  any  three  points,  the  condition  that  these  three  points  may  He  in  a  line,  is  given 
in  the  form,  determinant  =  0,  where  each  line  of  the  determinant  i?  of  the  ibrm 


1+p       1  +q 
l-p'      1-q- 


1, 


or,  again 

viz.  the  condition 


hat  is  the  same  thing,  it  is 

1-pq+p-q,     l-pq~p  +  q.     l+pq~p  —  q, 

pq-l,     p-q,     p  +  q-2, 

p,q,  -  1,    2h  —  <li,    ^Ji  -1-  ?i  —  2    =0. 
,  p^^  -  1,     p.,-  q.„     p^-\-q^-2  i 

Psqi  -  1,       Pi-  9.1,       ^3  +  ?3  -  2    j 

Suppose   the  (k,  ip)   coordinates  of  the  three  points  are  (I,  a),  (m,  0),  («,  y)  respectively; 
then  this  equation  is 


-1,     I 

-1,    m 
'1,    n 


n  a ,  I  cos  2—1  : 
.n  y9,  m  cos  y9  —  1  I 
n  y,     n  cos  7  —  1   i 

-1,      ^    ; 


'  f    —1,     i    sin  a,     I    cos  a 

\  «(=  — 1,     msinA     mcos^  m-  —  l,    msm^,     1   ' 

I  n'  —1,     n  sin  7,     n  cos  7 
or,  what  is  the  same  thing,  it  is 

[(Z'- l)m)!, sin  (/3-7)  +  (m—l)n; sin (7-a) +  («'-!)  ^m sin  {a-/3)] 

+  [(m'  -  n')  I  Bin  a  +  (n'  -  I')  m  sin  0  +  {I-  -  m')  n  sin  7]  =  0. 

If  in   this   equation   7   is   put   =  tt,  and  0  =  2a,  so  that  sin(a— y3)=  ~  siuQ,  the  equation 
will  contain  only  terms  in  sin  a,  and  sin  2a,  viz.  it  will  be 

[     (m' -n^)U(m''-l)nl-  {n' -  1)  hu]  sin  a 
+  [-  (P  - 1)  mil  +  m  (n^  - 1')  ]  sin  2a  =  (I, 

that  is, 

;  (m  -l){n  + 1)  (m  -  n)  sin  a  +  m(m  +  1)  (n  -  I')  sin  2a  =  0, 
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or,  what  is  the  same  thing, 

(m  + 1)  sin  a  [I  (n  + 1)  (m  -  n)  +  2m  (n  -  P)  cos  a)  =  0, 

which  is  satisfied  for  any  values  whatever  of  I,  m,  n,  by  a  proper  value  of  cos  a ; 
and  is  also  satisfied  irrespectively  of  the  value  of  a  if  only  m  =  w  =  P ;  or,  writing 
k  instead  of  I,  say  if  l  —  k,  m  =  n  —  k^;  tliat  is,  writing  also  0  in  place  of  a,  the 
three  points 

(k,  <j)),   (/,-=,  2</.)   and   (k^,  w) 

are  in  a  right  line;  viz.  the  point  A,,  circle  k,  subtended  angle  0;  the  point  A^, 
circle  li?,  subtended  angle  2<j>;  and  the  point  V^,  same  circle,  subtended  angle  tt; 
are  in  a  right  line. 

The  equation  of  the  circle  of  unfitness  can  be  obtained  more  easily  in  a  different 
manner;  but  I  have  thought  it  worth  while  to  give  the  investigation  by  means  of 
the  foi-egoiog  (p,  q)  coordinates. 

Suppose  that  p,,  (/,  refer  to  the  point  A,:   then  we  have 
that  is, 


^I'h 


i-i'i.i-?i' 

Similarly,  if  p.,,  q.  refer  to  the  point  A.^,  then 

ip^-2 ^ i}h%l^ 

p{'.l-q^- 

since  jjj,  q-2—Pi',  qi-     The  two  are  equal  if 

that  is, 

Pi  +  5,  +  1  =  0. 

Writing  for  a  moment  x^  +  iy-^  =  ^,  x-^—  iy^  =  tj,  we  have 


Pi,  5i  = 


and  the  equation  is 
that  is, 


f+i'  ij  +  i' 


1^1-:;!— • 


3^^  +  1  +  ^-1  =  0; 

■  substituting  for  ^,  i)  their  values,  the  equation  is 

3  (a^i^  +  y,^)  +  2a:,  -  1  =  0, 
lat  is, 

{x,  +  l)(x,-i)  +  y,'  =  0. 
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the  equation  of  a  circle  on  the  diameter  N'M,  which  is,  in  fact,  the  before -mentioned 
circle  of  unfitness;  viz.  .4,  being  on  the  circumference  of  this  cu-cte,  or  say  on  the 
boundary  of  the  segment  of  unfitness,  then  AiN=AJ!f;  whence  also,  according  as 
j1,  is  inside  or  outside  the  segment,  AiN<AiN  or  >AJl. 

Suppose    A^    to    be    on    the    circle,    that    is,  j)i  +  $i  + 1  =  0 ;    it    is    easy    to    show    that 
the   locus   of  Ai   is   also   a   circle.     We   have   in   fact   {pi +  5i)"  — 1  =  0,   that   is, 


%\^ 


or  finally 


(2i"+l)ft  +  (-2P-l)(f+i))  +  2J]"-3  =  0, 


(a-. 


^^-s^^^-s-;?-. 

.!)(..- 

■^--■- 

direction 

of    OF,   a    distance 

OS. 

3 

Measuring  off    from    0    in    the    direction    of    ON,   a    distance    0S=    ■-■  (always   >J, 

since  ^^<1),  the  circle  in  question  is  that  on  the  diameter  N'S;  this  is  a  cii-cle 
touching  at  N',  and  containing  within  it  the  circle  of  unfitness ;  if  A;  =  1  (that  is,  for 
Ai  on  the  line  QQ'}  it  becomes  identical  with  the  circle  of  unfitness,  but  except 
in  this  limiting  ease  it  does  not  meet  the  circle  of  unfitness  in  any  point  on  the 
JV-side  of  Q^,  that  is,  Ai  being  on  the  boundary  of  the  segment  of  unfitness  A.,  is 
never  on  this  boundary ;  and  it  thus  appears  that  Aj  being  inside  the  segment,  A^  is 
alwa}'s  outside  the  segment. 


It  is  to  be  further  noticed,  that  we  have 

(Aj_Ny            l+Pi  +  qi        S^  +  f  +  jj-l 

(A,^y            ^        k^^  +  ^+v  +  T-)' 

3  W  +  y,' +}»■,-» 

l-[(a:i+l)'  +  y.'] 

is, 

(A,f,y                SIT- 
U,A)'           li-{A,N)- 

where  T  is  the  tangential  distance  of  A,  from  the  circle  of  unfitness;  there  should, 
it  appears  to  me,  be  some  more  elegant  formula  for  the  ratio  A^N-i-AJf  which 
determines  whether  the  step  is  regular  or  irregular. 
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It   is   worth   noticing   how   the   conditions 

mod.  {tt-Ji)<mod.(o  +  K)   and   mod.  (a  -  w)  <  |  mod.  w, 

present  themselves  in  the  real  theory.  Making  the  usual  construction  by  means  of 
the  parabola  ■})  =  ^,  the  first  condition  means  that  the  point  A  must  be  taken  on 
the  .AT-side  of  0   (fig.    2);    the   second    that,   in   order   to  the  regularity   of  the  approxi- 


mation, A  must  be  taken  at  a  distance  from  0  >\0'N \  in  fact,  if  (as  in  the  figure) 
0A  —  \01i^,  then  AI^='NA-i,  or  the  point  A^  is  at  an  equal  distance  with  A  from 
N;  and  thence,  according  as  OA  is  greater  or  less  than  \0N,  the  point  A^  is 
nearer  or  further  than  A  to  or  from  S. 
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737. 

ON    A    COVAKIANT    FORMULA. 


[From  the  Qttarterlij  Journal  of  Pure  and  Applied  Mo.thomatica,  vol.  XVI.  (IS79), 
pp.  221—226.] 

Starting  from  the  equation 

'•  /'«■ 

which  presents  itself  in  the  Newton-Fourier  problem,  it  is  easy  to  see  that,  if  a  be 
a  root  of  the  equation  fx  =  0,  then 

_{x-a)fx-fa: 

^,      a,  ^,^ 

contains  the  factor  {x  —  af,  that  is,  the  equation  (x-x^f'cc-fa:.  =  Q,  considered  as  an 
equation  in  x  containing  the  parameter  x^,  will  have  a  twofold  root,  if  a;,  is  equal 
to  any  root  a  of  the  equation  fx  =  0;  and,  consequently,  the  discriminant  in  regard 
to  a:  of  the  function  {x  —  x^)f'x—fx  will  contain  the  factor  /c,.  But  if /b  be  of  the 
order  n,  then  the  discriminant  is  of  the  order  2n  —  2  in  Xi,  and  there  is  consequently 
a  remaining   factor   0^,   of  the   order   n—2. 

The  like  theorem  applies  to  the  homogeneous  form 

(a^i-^;y)(a^  +  /3^)/(a:,  y)-{ay,-fix,)f{x,  y), 

which  reduces  itself  to  the  foregoing  on  writing  a  =  l,  ^  =  0,  >/  =  yi  =  1 ;  or,  changing 
the  notation,  say  to  the  form 

(f!/-';«')(«|+/3  !,)/({•  i)-(«y-«/(l.  1). 
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viz.  the  discriminant  hereof  in  regard  to  f,  i],  being  a  function,  homogeneous  of  the 
order  2n  —  2  in  regard  to  x,  y,  to  a,  /3,  and  to  the  coefficients  of  f{^,  tj),  will 
contain  the  factor  fia:,  y),  and  there  will  be  consequently  a  remaining  factor  of  the 
order  Ji  —  2   in   {x.   y),   2n-2   in   (a,  /3)   and   2n  —  3   in   the   coefficients   of  f{^,   tj). 

The    most    simple    case    is   when  f{^,   ij)   is    the    quadric    function   {a,   h,   cjf,   i?)". 
The  form  here  is 

(fy -,«) 2  ((»» +  i(3)  {  +  (!■»  +  »«,)- {ay -/3«)(o,  b.  c\l  ,)'-(a,  b.  cjf,  ,)■, 
where  the  coefficients  are 

a  =     2?/  (([3  +  J/3)  -  a  {ay  -  0x),  =  a0x  +  {aa  +  2h&)  y, 

h=       y(ha  +  cl3)~x  {a«  +  b0)-b  (ay  -  0co), 

=  -      aax  +       0y 

c  =  -2x(b<x  +  c0)-c  {ay  -  0(c},  =  -  {2ba  +  c^)  ce  -        cay         ; 
and  we  then  have 

ac  -  b^  =  -  (2ba0  +  c^)  ««= 

-  {2aba^  +  (2ac  +  46^)  a^  +  2bc0'}  xy  -  {aa'  +  2ha0)  cy- 

—  a.t^ .  aaf  —  {—  2aca0]  xy  —  c^ .  cy^, 
which  is 

=  -  (aa^  +  2ba0  +  c0-)  (aafl  +  2bxy  +  cf). 

The  discriminant  is  in  this  case 

--(«,  6,  c5«,  «)•.(»,  i,»S^,y)'. 
In  the  case  of  the  cubic  function  {a,  b,  c,  djf,  iff,  the  form  is 
{^y  -  xij)  [3  (aa  +  b0,  ha.  +  c0,  ca  +  d$'^^,  riY} 

-<ay-ffx){a,  h,  c,  d\l  vf  =  {^,  b.  c,  A^l  vT, 
the  values  of  the  coefficients  being 

a=     a0x  +(2aa  +  %0)y, 

b  =  -  aax  +(  ba  +  2c/3)  y, 

c  =  -(2ba+    c0)x+  dS  y, 

d  =  -  (3ca  +  2d0)  x-  da  y. 

Attending  only  to  the  terms  in  of,  we  have 

ac  -  b=  =  -  (((0=  +  2ba0  +  cy3=)  aa^, 
a<I  -  be  =  -  2  (ba^  +  2ca0  +  d^)  aa?, 
bd  -  c'  =     {(3ac  -  4i=)  a'  +  {2ad  -  4&e)  a^  -  c=^}  x\ 

16—2 
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[737 


-bc)=-4(ac-b0(bd-c^). 


And  hence,  in 

a=d=  +  4ae'  +  4b'd  -  3b'c=  -  6abcd 
we  have  the  term 

4raa!» .  X  [a  (6a^  +  2cay3  +  d^f  +  {aa"  +  2ba0  +  c^)  {(3ac  -  46=)  a=  +  (2ad  -  4tc)  a/3  -  c^/S'j] ; 


then,    forming    the    analogous   term 

(a,  6,  c,  dja;.  yy,  and   also 

find 


1    y*,   and    assuming    that    the    whole    divides    by 
the   a/3-functions   within   the   square   brackets,  we 


Writing  down  the 
\  the  cubicovariant 


Discriminant  =  4  {a,  h,  c,  d'^x,  yf  multiplied  by 
3a^c  —Zap 

^Q?d  +  Qabc  -  86'  Qahd  —  Q¥o 

QaM+  Qoa;^  -  Ub^c      'go,  fif  +  y     Gacd  +  eb'd  -  12bo' 
2ad''  +  %cd  ~  Sc= 
Sbd''  —Sti^d 
of  (a,  b,  c,  dja,  /3)^ 
H  =  {ac-'h'',  ad  — he,  bd  —  c'\a,  0'f 


5«,  W. 


*  = 


(^■,  yy. 


a?d  -  Zabo  +  2b' 
abd  —  2ao^  +b'c 

-  acd  +  2b^d  —  6c° 

-  ad'  +  Sbcd  -  20= 
it  is  easy  to  see  that  the  coefficieiit  of  x  is 

=  3((t,  b,  c5a,  ^y.(H-^^); 

hence  also  that  of  y  is 

=  3(6,  c,  dja,  0y.(H  +  a^), 

and  the  iinal  result  is  that  the  discriminant  =  4  (a,  b,  c,  d'^x,  y)"  multiplied  by 

[3 (a,  6.  c,  dfa,  $y(x,  y)H+{ay-M^]- 

It  would  be  interesting  to  calculate   the  result   for  the   quartic   (a,  6,  c,  d,  ej^,  »?)'- 


March  14,  1879. 
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738. 

NOTE    ON    A    HYPERGEOMETRIC    SERIES. 


[From   the   Quarterly   Journal   of  Pure   mid   Applied  Mathematics,   vol.   xvi.   (1879), 
pp.  268—270.] 

In  the  memoir  on  hypergeometric  series,  Schwarz,  "Ueber  diejenigen  Falle,  &c.," 
Crelle,  t.  lxxv.  (1873),  pp.  292—335,  the  author  shows,  as  part  of  his  general  theory, 
that  the  equation 

da^     x.l-x  dx     x.l-x'' 


-y  =  0, 


which  belongs  to  the  hypergeometric  series  F(^,  —^,  §,  x),  is  algebraically  integrable, 
having  in  fact  the  two  particular  integrals 

2/3  =  ^{a  -  ar*®^)  +  V(-  a'  +  °^^)< 

where  a  is  a  prime  sixth  root  of  —1,  a*'+l  =  0,  or  say  a'  — a=+l=0  (see  p.  326, 
a  being  for  greater  simplicity  written  instead  of  S",  and  the  form  being  somewhat 
simplified). 

It   is   interesting   to   verify   this   directly ;    writing   first   y  =  •>/{¥)   and   then    x  =  X', 
the  equation  between   ¥,  X  is  easily  found  to  be 

dX'    l-X'    dx    'U»     i-X= 

and  the  theorem  in  effect  is  that  that  equation  has  the  two  particular  integrals 

F.V(-P)  +  V(®, 
P  and  Q  being  linear  functions  of  X :   in  fact, 

P=      a  -a=Z, 
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Starting  say  from  the  equation 

F-V{P)  +  V(«). 
or,  as  it  is  convenient  to  write  it, 

where  P  and  Q  are  assumed  to  he  linear  functions  of  X,  we  have 


and  thence 

where  P',  Q'  are  written  to  denote  the  derived  fanctiona  of  P,  Q  respectivelv. 

Substituting  theae  values,  the  resulting  equation  containa  on  the  left-hand  side 
a  rational  part,  and  a  part  with  the  factor  P~^Q~^,  and  it  is  clear  the  equation 
can  only  be  true  if  these  two  parts  are  separately  =  0.  We  have  thus  two  equations 
which  ought  to  be  verified;   viz.  after  a  slight  reduction  these  are  found  to  be 


P-'Q''  +  QT-'  +  PQP'Q  +  j45.  PQ  <^Q'  +  ^'Q)  -  i^.  P'Q'  =  0' 

and    it    is    verj'   interesting    to    observe    the    manner   in   which   these    equations   are, 
feet,  verified  by  the  foregoing  values  of  P,  Q. 

We  have 

P  +  g  =  (a-a>)(l+Z),     P'  +  Q'  =  a-a', 
and  hence 

2Z  (P' +  Q')  -  Z  (P  +  0  =  -  (a  -  a')  (1  -  X), 

or,  in  the  first  equation,  the  second  part 
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viz.  this  is 

-(a-<e)X 

1  +  X  +  X'- 

We  have 

QP'  +  Pff'  =  «■•(-;,•  +  aJT)  +  «■("-  "■^). 

=  a._„.._(„._„.i)X,    -(»-«-)Z; 

SlDd 

P§_-a<  +  (a>+a»)Z-a'jf=,     =1  +  X  +  X-, 

hence 

_'    mP'.i  Pfl'.l _ -<° ~ °") ''^ 

and  the  sum  of  the  two  parts  is  =  0. 

Similarly  as  regards  the  second  equation,  the  second  part 

il5«  ■P'2  iPQ'  +  P'Q)  - 1  !.^.  -P=a' 

is 

.?^i(PQ'+p'e)x-p«). 

Here    PQ  +  P'Q    ia    o(ci-a'Z)  -  a'(- «"  + "A     "'hioh    is    -1  +  2Z;     and     PQ 
=  1  +  Z  +  .^S  the  term  in  |  ]  is 

(l  +  2X)X-(l+X  +  X%     =-(l-Z)(l  +  X); 

hence,  outside  the   {  j   writing  for  PQ  its  value  =1+X  +  X-,  the  term  is 

^-3Z(1  +  Z  +  J-)(1-Z)(1+Z)^    __3Z<1+X), 

which  is  the  vahie  of  the  second  part  in  question  ;   the  first  part  is 

a^Q'  +  QP'y-PQFQ',    =^(l  +  2Xy-(l+X  +  X%    =SX{1  +  X); 
and  the  sura  of  the  two  terms  is  thus  =  0. 
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739. 

NOTE    ON    THE    OCTAHEDKON    FUNCTION. 

[From  the  Quarterly  Journal  of  Pure  and  Applied  Mathematics,  vol.  xvi.  (1879), 
pp.  280,  281,] 

A  SEXTic  function 

JJ=(a,  b,  c,  d,  e,f,  g\x,  yf, 
such  that  its  fourth  derivative 

([/■,   JJ)\  =        (ae-4M  +  3c=)a^ 
+  2  (a/  -  36e  +  led)  a?y 
+     {ag  —  9ce  +  8(f)  afy- 
+  2.{hg  -  3c/  +  Me)  xy^ 
+    (c£r  -  4d/+ 3e=)  y' 
is   identically   =0,   is   considered  by   Dr   Klein,   and    is    called    by   him    the    octahedron 
function.     Supposing  that   by   a   linear   transformation   the    function   is   made    to   contain 
the   factors   x,  y,  or  what   is   the   same  thing   assuming   ([  =  0,  £r=0,  then  the  equations 
to  be  satisfied  become 

-4M  +  3c-  =  0,     -Zbe  +  ^cd  =  0,     ~2ce-\-&d-  =  0,     -3c/+2rfe  =  0,     -4(^/+3e-  =  0, 
which   are   all   satisfied   if  only   c  =  rf  =  e  =  0;    and   then   assuming,   as   is  allowable, 

4  =  -/-!, 
we  have  his  canonical  form  xy  («.■*  ~  y*)  of  the  octahedron  function. 

But   the   equations   may  be   satisfied   in   a   different  manner;   viz.   the  first  and  last 
equations  give 

;  _  3c'       .__  3e= 
4rf'    •'~4rf' 


Hosted  by 


Google 


739J  NOTE   ON   THE   OCTAHEDRON    FUNCTION.  129 

and,  substituting  these  in  the  remaining  equations,  they  become 

all  satisfied  if  only  -  9ce  +  Sd"  =  0.     Assuming  b  =f=  2,  the  values  are 

i.  c,  d,  e,/=2.  2V(2),  3,  2V(2),  2, 
and  the  form  is 

-  ^j  ("^  +  -;jnj  "y  +  y")  l«'  +  ^(2)  'jsy  +  /I, 

This   is,    in    fa^t,   a   linear   transformation    of  the   foregoing   form   XY {X*  —Y*)\   for 
writing 

we  have 

Z^  =  ic=  +  (1  +  i)  V(2)  a^y  +  rj?=, 

r=  =  a^  +  (1  -  i)  sj{%)  ay-iy-; 
and  therefore 


or  finally 

and  the  two  forms  are  thus  identical. 


r(X.-7.)-W(2)^(»=+>^;,)(-  +  '^--;,)(.  +  yV(2))(.  +  J); 
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ON    CERTAIN    ALGEBRAICAL    IDENTITIES. 

[From  the  QuaHerly  Journal  of  Pure  and  Applied  Mathematics,  vol.  xvi.  (1879), 
pp.  281,  282.] 

If  Po,  Pi,  Pa  are  points  on  a  circle,  say  the  circle  ;K=  +  y^  =  l,  then  it  is  possible 
to  find  functions  of  (P,,,  P,)  and  of  (Pi,  P^)  respectively,  which  are  really  independent 
of  Pj,  and  consequently  functions  of  only  Pg  and  P^:  the  expression  "function  of 
a  point  or  points "  being  here  used  to  mean  algebraical  function  of  the  coordinates  of 
the  point  or  points.  Thus  the  functions  of  {Pi,,  P,)  and  of  (P,,  P^)  being  x^.^  +  yoy^, 
^0^1  — ^0'  ^T^^  i^^'sH- ^13/21  (KiJ/a  —  ^'jj/i .  we  have 

(«i«3  +  2/i3's)  (a^oiPi  +  Ml)  +  (*i3'2  -  ^S'O  (■^>y'  -  '^'ly")  =  ^"*'=  +  M" 
and  another  like  equation.  This  depends  obviously  on  the  circumstance  that  the 
coordinates  of  a  point  of  the  circle  are  expressible  by  means  of  the  functions  sin, 
cos,  X  —  cos  u,  y  =  sin  u ;  and  the  identity  written  down  is  obtained  by  expressing  the 
cosine  of  u^—u^,  =  (jtj  —  m,)  +  (Wi  —  ito),  in  terms  of  the  cosines  and  sines  of  tu  —  u^ 
and  Wi  —  Uf,. 

Evidently  the  like  property  holds  good  for  a  curve,  such  that  the  coordinates  of 
any  point  of  it  can  be  expressed  by  means  of  "  additive "  functions  of  a  parameter 
M ;  where,  by  an  additive  function  f{u),  is  meant  a  function  such  that  f{u  +  v)  is 
an  algebraical  function  of  /(«),  f{v) ;  the  sine  and  cosine  are  each  of  them  an  additive 
function,  because 

sin(M  +  ii)  =  sin  u^{l  —  sin^w)  +  sin  w\/(l  —  sin^w)' 

and,  similarly,  for  the  cosine.  But  it  is  convenient  to  consider  pairs  or  groups  f(u), 
0(ii),...,  where  fiu-'rv),  <^(u  +  v),...  are  each  of  them  an  algebraical  (rational)  function 
of  f{u),  <f>{u), ...,  f(v),  (f>{v),...;  the  sine  and  cosine  are  such  a  group,  and  so  also  are 
the  elliptic  functions  sn,  en,  dn ;  but  the  H  and  &,  or  say  the  ^-functions  generally, 
are  not  additive. 
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In  the  case  of  the  elliptic  functions,  we  may  consider  the  quadriquadric  curve 

y«=  1  —  m^^    z^  —  l  —  k^x^, 

ao  that  the  coordinates  of  a  point  on  the  curve  are  sn  it,  en  u,  dn  u.  Taking  then 
P,„  Pi,  Pj,  points  on  the  curve,  and  {ce„,  y„,  So).  (^.  Vn  ^i).  ij^i,  y^,  ^i),  the  coordinates  of 
these  points  respectively,  we  have  in  the  same  way,  from  m,  —  n„  =  (hj  —  Mi)  +  (Wj  —  Uo), 
three  equations,  of  which  the  first  is 

(1  -  kWe^)  (a-'s^i^i  -  i^UJA)  {y«!l^  +  Xi^iflSiZi)  (so3,  +  feoj/oa^i^i) 

1  —  k^Xa^Wi^       (1  —  fc^a^oX')'  ( 1  —  k'xi'x^y  —  le'  {x^^o  —  x^y^z^f  (x^jZ,  —  x^^^^ ' 

The  form  of  the  right-hand  side  is 

A  +  Bxiy,z, 
C  +Dx,y,z,' 

where  A,  B,  C,  D  are  each  of  them  rational  as  regards  x^;  and  it  is  easy  to  see 
that  the  equation  can  only  subsist  under  the  condition  that  we  have  separately 

iC,y,^o  -  iCiff agj  _^_B^ 
l~i?w,W    ~C~D' 

implying  of  course  the  identity  AD  —  BG=0.  The  values  of  B  and  D  are  found 
without  difficulty;    we,  in  fact,  have 

B  =  2^  (iCa^      —  iTg'     )  (xi'y^Zgy^s  +  x^^^^zf), 

SO  that,  comparing  the  left-hand  side  with  B  -i-  D,  we  have  the  identitj' 

^i'yo^a  —  ^o'y3%''  =  (^s^ -  «■/)  (1  -  t^afsW). 
which  is  right.     The  comparison  with  A  -i-  C  would  be  somewhat  more  difficult  to  effect. 
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741. 

ON   A   THEOREM   OF   ABEL'S   RELATING  TO   A   QUINTIO 
EQUATION. 


[From  the  Proceedings  of  the  Cambridge  Pkilosophical  Society,  vol.  iii.  (1880), 
pp.  1.55—159.] 

The    theorem    in    question    is   given,    (Euvres    ComplHes.   [Christiania,    1881],   t.   ii„ 
p.  266,  as  an  extract  from  a  letter  to  Crelle  dated  14th  March,  1826,  as  follows: 

"Si    une    equation    du     cinquieme    degre    dent    les    coefficients    sout    des    immbres 
■   est   resoluble   algebriquenient,   on   peut   donner  aux   racines  la  forme  suivante : 


x=c  +  Aa^a^a^af  +  A-,a^a.}aS^  +  A.,a}a}a°a}  4-  Aia^a'a^^a^, 
oil 

a  =m  +  nV(l  +  e^)  +  '\/[^(l+e'+'\/(H-e=))], 

a,  =  m  -  «.  V(l  +  e=)  +  V[A  (1+  e=  -  V(H-  c°))], 

a,  =  m  +  n  \/{H-  eO  -  V[A  (1+  e^  +  v'(l  +  e*))], 

a-,  =  m-n  V(l  -^  e') ~ ^/[h {1  +  ^ ~  V(l  +  ^))l 
A  =  K  +  K'a  +  K'%  + K"'aa„    A,'=K  +  K%-{-K'%  +  K"%a„ 
As  =  K  +  K'a.j  +  K"a  +  K"'aa. ,    A3^K+  K'a^  +  K"ai  +  K"'(1tP.^. 

Les  quantity   c,   h,   e,   m,   n,   K,   K',  K",   K'"   sont   des    nombres    rationnels.  Mais    de 

cette   manifere   1  equation   a^  +  ax  +  b  =  0   n'est   pas  resoluble   tant   que   a   et    6  sont    des 

quantites   quelconques,     J'ai   trouv4   de   pareils    th^orfemes    pour    les    equations  du    7*'"% 
W^',  13'^"^  etc.  degre." 

It  is  easy  to  see  that  a:  is  the  root  of  a  quintic  equation,  the  coefficients  ol' 
which  are  rational  and  integral  functions  of  a,  a,,  a^,  a^ :  these  coefficients  are  not 
symmetrical   functions   of  a,   a,,   a^,   a,,   but   they  are   functions   which   remain   unaltered 
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by  the  cyclical  change  a  into  a,,  a,  into  a^,  a^  into  a^,  a-i  into  a.  But  the  coefificients 
of  the  quintic  equation  must  be  rational  functions  of  c,  h,  e,  m,  n,  K,  K' ,  K",  K'" : 
hence  regarding  a,  a^,  a~,  a^,  as  the  roots  of  a  quartic  equation,  the  coefEeients  of 
this  equation  being  rational  functions  of  m,  n,  e,  h,  this  equation  must  be  such  that 
every  rational  function  of  the  roots,  unchanged  by  the  aforesaid  cyclical  change  of 
the  roots,  shall  be  rationally  expressible  in  terms  of  these  quantities  m,  n,  e,  h:  or^ 
what  is  the  same  thing,  the  gi'oup  of  the  quartic  equation,  using  the  term  "group 
of  the  equation"  in  the  sense  assigned  to  it  by  Galois,  must  be  aaiO^,  a^ajj^, 
a^iiUai,  a^fLOiO-i.  And  conversely,  the  quartic  equation  being  of  this  form,  x  will  be 
the  root  of  a  quintic  equation,  the  coefficients  whereof  are  rational  and  integral 
functions  of  c,  k,  e,  m,  n,  K,  K',  K",  K'". 

To  investigate  the  form  of  a  quartic  equation  having  the  property  just  referred 
to,  let  it  be  proposed  to  find  y,  7'  functions  of  e,  h,  such  that  7^  +  7'=  is  a  rational 
function  of  e,  h,  but  that  7^  —  7'-,  77'  are  rational  multiples  of  the  same  quadrie  radical 
V^.     Assume  that  we  have 

yi  —  7'2  =  2p  i/g^     77'  =  g  1/^  ; 
then 

that   73  +  7'^  may   be   rational,   wc   must    have   p-  +  q^  =  \-8,   or   say  jf  +  q^  =  h'O ;    hence. 


.g. 


sura   of  two   squares,  or,   assuming   one   of  these   equal   to   unity 


and  the  other  of  them  equal  to  e",  say  8  =  1+^,  we  satisfy  the  required  equation  by 
taking  p=h,  q  =  ke:   viz.  we  thus  have 

■f  -  7'-  =  2h  Vl+e^,     77'  =  he  '>/l  +  €\     7=  +  7'=  =  2A  (1  +  e=) ; 

and  thence  also 

T  =  h(l  +e^+Vl+^),     7'^  =  A(1  +  e=  -  Vl  +  e-), 
the  roots  of  these  expressions,  or  values  of  7,  7',  being  such  that 
77'  =  he  ^i  +  e". 
Taking  now  a,  rational,  —m  suppose,  and  ^  a  rational  multiple  of 
Vl  +  e^,   -ftVl  +  e^, 
suppose;   it  is  easy  to  see  that  the  quartic  equation  which  has  lor  its  roots 
a,  Ml,  «j,  (1^  =  0.  +  &  +  y,  a-^  +  7',  a!  +  y3-7,  a-^-7', 

has  the  property  in  question,  viz.  that  every  rational  function  of  the  roots  unchangeable 
by  the  cyclical  change  a  into  «i,  Wi  into  cu,  a.,  into  a^,  H3  into  «,  is  rationally 
expressible  in  terms  of  e,  h,  m,  n. 

It   will   be   sufficient   to   give   the    proof   in    the    ease    of   a    rational    and    integral 
Junction ;   such  a  function,  unchangeable  as  aforesaid,  is  of  the  form 

<j){a,  a,,  On,  a3)  +  <p(a^,  u..,  a^,  a)+<^(a.j,  a,,  a,  <ii)  +  <^(tt;,  a,  a^,  a,); 
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and  if  0(o;,  Ui,  a^,  Qj)  contains  a  terra  a™j3"yPy'i,  then  the  other  three  functions  will 
contain  respectively  the  terms 

o.(-;3)V»(-7)',     «-/3»(-,)f(-V)«,     a- (-,3)»(-y )»(,)»; 

viz.  the  Slim  of  the  four  terms  is 

= a-A"  [[1 + (~y*'^  1}  Y'y" + f(-r+^  1  +  i-r^"  1)  YV"]- 

This  obviously  vanishes  unless  p  and  q  are  both  even,  or  both  odd ;  and  the 
cases  to  be  considered  are  1",  n  even,  p  and  q  even ;  2",  n  odd,  p  and  q  even ; 
3°,  n  even,  p  and  q  odd;  4°,  n  odd,  ^  and  q  odd.  Writing,  for  greater  distinctness, 
2«  or  2n  + 1  for  n,  according  as  n  is  even  or  odd,  and  similarly  for  p  and  q,  the 
term  is,  in  the  four  cases  respectively, 

=  2a'"/3^     (7=*'    7'^    +7^3    7'^), 
=  2a™/3™     (,y!!'+i7'=s+i  —  ™s9+iy'sp+j)^ 

The    second,   third,   and   fourth   expressions   contain   the   feet  or  s 

^  (y  -  y"')<   yy  (t'  -  7'')-    ^77'- 

respectively ;  and  the  first  expression  as  it  stands,  and  the  other  three  divested  of 
these  factors  respectively  are  rational  functions  of  a,  0^,  rf,  7'=,  that  is,  they  are 
rational  functions  of  m,  n,  e,  h.  But  the  omitted  factors  ^{'f  —  'y'%  yy  {y^  —  j''), 
jByy',  —2nk(l  +  (^),  2A.^e(l+e^),  nhe(l  +  e^)  are  rational  functions  of  n,  h,  e;  hence 
each  of  the  original  four  expressions  is  a  rational  function  of  m,  n,  h,  e ;  and  the 
entii'e  function 

0  (a,  «,,  tta,  ((s)4-0{ai,  a-i,  o-j,  a)  +  0(«2,  a-^,  a,  '.h)  +  'p(as,  a,  a^,  u^) 
is  a  rational  function  of  m,  n,  h,  e. 

Replacing  a,  /3,  7,  7'  by  their  values,  the  roots  of  the  quartic  equation  arc 
m  +  H.  V(l  +  e')  +  V[fe  (1  +  e^  +  V(l  +  e=))], 
m  -  K  V(l  +  e^)  +  V[A  (1  +  e=  -  V(l  +  ^))l 
m+n  ^(1  +  eO  -  V[A  (1  +  e=  +  V(l  +  e=))J, 
m  -  i!  VCl  +  6^)  -  V[''  (1  +  e=  -  V(l  +  e^)]. 

And  I  stop  to  remark  that  taking  m,  n,  e,  h  =  —  \,  +i,  2,  — ^  respectively,  the 
roots  are 

-i  +  iV5  +  V[-J(5  +  ^5)], 

-i-iV5  +  v'[-i(6-V5)], 

-l+iV5-V[-J(6  +  ^5)], 

-i-iV5-V[-4(5-V5)], 
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viz.    these    are    the    imaginary    fifth    roots    of   unity,    or   roots    r,    r',    r*,    r'   of  the    quartie 
equation    a^+  s?  +  i;i?  +  ai+\  =  0;     which     equation,    as    is    well    known,    has    the    group 

Reverting    to    Abel's    expression    for    x,   and    writing    this    for    a    moment    in    the 
form 

x  =  c-Vp-\-s+r-\-<i, 
the  quintic  equation  in  a:  is 

+  {x—c'f.  —  b  {pr  +  qs) 

+  (a,.  ~  o)^  -  5  (p's  +  fp  +  T\  +  sh-) 

+  («  —  c)  .  —  5  (p'§  4-  ^r  +  rt'  +  ^p)  +  5  (^'/^  +  <ff)  —  hi^ps 

■\-ix-cf.-     (p"  +  5'  +  r=  +  s') 

+  5  (p=rs  +  <f8p  +  7^  +  ^qr) 

-  5  (p'jV  +  gVs  +  v^s^p  +  8^5). 

If   we    substitute    herein    for   p,   (/,   r,   a   their   values,   then,   aitering   the   order  of   the 
terms,  the  final  result  is  found  to  be 

0  =  (a!-c)' 
+  (a;  —  c)^  -  5  {AA.^  +  jIijIO  KaiUja, 

+  (it  —  c)- .  —  5  (jl-jiiflotis  +  -^i^jla^aa  +  AiA:(Mii  +  Aa=.i4aia3)  aa^a^i^ 
+  {;».'-  c)  .  —  -5  (^^AaCtiOa^a;,  +  A^Aajiia  +  ^aMittga'cSi  +  ^gMjaai^Os)  aa,a^ 

+  5  (^=Jj=  +  AMi'  —  A^AA-jA)  (aa,a^if 
+  (a:  —  c)" .  —    (A'diKa'a/  +  Ai^OaM-Zai'^  +  A^a.ji^a^  +  A^aa^a^)  aoia^as 

+  5  (A^AjA^a^a^  +  A,''A^A:fisa  +  A^'AsAaaj  +  Ai^AA,a,as)  (aaiO^ajy 
—  5  (A^A;?A..aia^_  +  Ai-A-Ajcuis  +  A^Ai'Aa^a  +  A^'A^Aitw.i)  {aa^a/i^y ; 
viz,   considering   herein   A,   A,,   A.^,   A,,   as   standing   for   their  values 
K  +  K'a  +  K"u.+  K"'aQ^,  &c. 

respectively,   each    coefficient   is   a   function   of  a,   a,,  a.^,   Os,  which   is   unaltered   by   the 
cyclical  change  of  these  values  and  therefore  is  a  rational  function  of 

m,  n,  e,  h,  AT,  K",  K',  K'". 
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ON    THE    TKANSFOEMATION    OF    COORDINATES. 


[From  the  Proceedings  of  the  Cambridge  Philosophical  Society,  vol.  iii.  (1880), 
pp.  178—184] 

The  formulte  for  the  transformation  between  two  sets  of  oblique  coordinates  assume 
a  very  elegant  form  when  presented  in  the  notation  of  matrices.  I  call  to  mind  that  a 
matrix  denotes  a  system  of  quantities  arranged  in  a  squai-e  form 


!  my  "Memoir  on  the  Theory   of  Matrices,"  Phil.   Tram,   t.  CXLVIII.  (]858),  pp.  17— 
,  [152];  moreover  («,  /3,  y^x,  y,  z)  denotes  ttx  +  ^y  +  rfz,  and  so 


denotes 
and  again 


Consequently 


(aic  +  ^ 


f  72,  ax  +  jdy+yi.  a  a 


f  I3"y  +  7'V), 


i  ,     7    l'^'  V'  «5?'  'n^  ?)  denotes      ^(a  ^+^^  +  73) 
3',     7'    i  +T;(a'fl:+/3'j/  +  7'3) 

r,     7"  :  +r(a"^+j3'V  +  7"^)- 

7     $^.  y-  ^S?'  ^7,  0  =  (  a.     f*'.     «"    51-  V,  ?5^.  S'>  s). 

7'  I   ^.      /^.     ^"  i 

7"  I  '  7 .  y .  7"  i 
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In  the  case  of  a  symmetrical  matrix 

(  «,    *,    9  ). 
I',    i,   f  I 

the  equal  expressions 

(  a,    h.    g  Ja!,  y.  zfl,  r,,  (),   -(  o,     h,    g  Jf,  ,,  fja;,  y,  «). 

I  4,     i,     /  I  I  ''.     *.     /  j 

are  also  written 

{a,  b,  c.f,  g.  k^te,  y,  z\l  i,,  ?).  or  (a,  ...J|,  •»?,  fjs^,  »/,  4 
In  particular,  if 

then 

(a,     k,    g  \x,  y,  zf  is  written  (a,  t,  c,  f,  g,  h'^ie,  y,  zf. 

I  ^'.     i'    /  I 

Two  matrices  are  compounded  together  according  to  the  law 

(a^a',  a").  (^.  g',  g"),  (7,  7W') 
(  d  ,     6  ,     c    11    a  ,     ;3  ,     7    )  =  (a  ,     ''  .     O 
a' ,     6' ,     c'         a' ,     /3' ,     7'  (a' ,     6' ,     c' ) 

I  «.",     6",     c"  I  I  a",     (3",     7"  I      (<i",     i",     c")  „  „ 

viz,  in  the  compound  matrix,  the  top-line  is 

(a,  6,  cja.  a',  a"),     («.  h  c\^,  0',  yS"),     (a,  b,  c^y.  7',  7'0. 

and   the   other    two    lines   are    the   like   functions   with   (a',   b',    c'),  and   (a",   b",    c"),  re- 
spectively, in   the   place   of  (a,   b,   c). 

The  inverse  matrix  is  the  matrix  the  terms  of  which  are  the  minors  of  the 
determinant  formed  out  of  the  original  matrix,  each  minor  being  divided  by  this 
determinant,  viz. 

(a,     ^,     7     r'  =  ^(  ySY'-ry.  ^7-^7".  ^7-^7  ). 

I  a' ,     jS* ,     y'                       7' a"  — 7"o' ,  y'a  — 7*",  7a'  —  7'a 

I  a",     /3",     7"  I               I  a'^"-a"^,  a"0  ~a/3",  a^'-a'^' 
where  V   is  the  determinant 
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Coming  now  to  the  question  of  transformation,  write 


1          V 

/* 

a      a'     a" 

V        1 

\ 

0     &     0" 

^      \ 

1 

7       y      7 

a       y3 

7 

1         V,        M. 

a'      0' 

7' 

p,       1       X, 

a"     Q" 

7" 

^,     \       1 

CO    y    s 

1.    s,    ^ 

y 

a 

w 

« 

ip, 

yi 

V 

a. 

s, 

viz.  the  axes   of  x,  y 
\,  fi,   v.    those   of  JC] 
are   Xj,  /*i 
other  ai'e 


inclined   to   each   other   at   angles  the  cosines  whereof  art 

are   inclined   to   each   other   at  angles  the  cosines  whereof 

and  the   cosines   of   the   inclinations   of    the   two   sets   of   axes   to   each 

y;    a.',  &',   7';    a",  ^',   1" '■    as    is    more    clearly    indicated   in    the  diagram, 


the    top-line   showing   that  cosine-inclinations   of  x   to 

'P,  y,  2.  «^i,  yu 


respectively,   and   the   like   for   the   other   lines   of  the   diagram.     The   letters  fl.  Hi,    F, 
W  are   used   to   denote   matrices. 


o ),  ( 1 , 


iz.   as   appearing  by   the   i 


frara,    these   are 


respectively. 

The   coordinates   (x,   y,   z)   and   (x^,   y,,  z^)   form    each   set   a   broken   line   extending 


from    the    origin   to   the   point ;    hence   projecting   on   the   axes   of  x,  y. 


and  • 


of  ic„  yu 

written 


wher 


of  CO- 
We  hai 


respectively,   we   have   two   sets,   each    of    thn 

(75«,  y,  ^)-(n,5«„;/..  ^,)1 
;  each  set  implies  the  other  set. 


equations,   which   may   be 


(x,y,z)  =  {n-'Wlx„  y„  .0,    -{V-^ii,lx,,  y,.  z,), 

the  first  giving  in  two  forms  (x,  y,  z)  as  linear  functions  of  (x^,  y„  s,).  and  the 
second  giving  in  two  forms  (x-,,  y„  z,)  as  linear  functions  of  (x,  y,  z);  compaiing 
the   two   forms   for   each   set,    we   have 
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or,  what  is  the  same  thing, 

where  in  each  equation  the  two  sides  are  matrices  which  must  be  equal  term  by 
term  to  each  other;  but,  the  matrices  being  symmetrical,  the  equation  thus  gives  (not 
nine   but   only)   six   equations.     Writing 

(a,  b,  c,  f,  g,  h)  =  (l-X^  1-m'.  i-"-,  /J->'-\  vX-ii.,  X/i-y), 
and 

we  have 

"-  =  y(«.    !•.    g)- 

h,     b,     t 

The  first  equation,  written  in  the  form 

r(  a,     h,     g  )  W  =  Kn„ 

I  h,     b,     {   I 

g,     f,      »   I 
denotes  the  six  equations 

(a,  b,  c,  (  g,  h)(«,  0  ,  yY  _A-    , 

(«',  ff,  •/)■-  =K    , 

(»",  r,  77  =K    , 

(«',  fi',  y)(«",  ff",    y').A-x„ 

(»",  /3",  7")  (a,  /3.     7)-X-ft, 

(«,  /3,  7)(«-,  /3',     7).&,. 
And,  similarly,  writing 

(a„  b,,  c„  f„  g„  h,)  =  (l-X,",  I-,!,",  !-»,>,  ft»,-i„  xiX,-^,,  A,;i,-i.,), 
and 

-K",  =  1  -  x,^  -  /ti=  -  i-,^  +  2\ji,v, , 
then 

nr'  =  y_(  a„   h,.   g, ); 

'  I  b.,    b„     t, 
gi,     fi,     Ci 
and  the  second  equation,  written  in  the  form 

Tl^i  a„     h,,     g,  )V-K,n, 
K,    b„     f, 
I  g..      f.,     0.  [ 
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:  equatic 
(a„ 


b„  c„  t„  g„  h.Ja, 


(A 
(7. 


/3"57, 


=  «".  , 

■,")~K{k,. 


The   two    seta   each    of    six    equations    are,   in    fact,   equivalent    to   ; 


trie   set   of   six 


equations,   and   serve   to 


the   relations   between   the   nine   cosines 
(a,    0,    y,    a',    ff,    y,    a",    0",    y"), 
v)   and   (\i,   fj.^,   Pi).     Observe    that    the    nine    cosines    are 


and    the    cosines    (\,   fi., 

(as   in   the   rectangular    transformation)   the    coefficients    of    transformation    between    the 

two    sets    of  coordinates. 

From  the  original  linear  relations  between  the  coordinates,  multiplying  the 
equations  of  the  first  set  by  x,  y,  z  and  adding,  and  again  multiplying  the  equations 
of  the   second   set   by   (a^,   i/,,   sO   and   adding,   we   have 

(nj^,y,.)"-(W5»i,  y..  ^.5^.s,»). 

But 

and 

(F5«,  J,  z\!c,.  y„  z,) 

denote  one  and  the  same  function ;   hence 

(nj^.  J,  ^)'.(n,5»„!,„  r,)=, 

that  is, 

(1,  1,  1,  \,  M,  v\x.  y,  zy={l.  1,  1,  X„  fi„  i-iSa^,.  z/„  z,y, 

or  the  linear  relations  between  {x,  y,  z)  and  (iCi,  i/i,  z^  are  such  as  to  transform 
one  of  these  quadric  functions  into  the  other:  the  two  quadrics,  in  fact,  denote  the 
squared  distance  from  the  origin  expressed  in  terms  of  the  coordinates  (x,  y,  z)  and 
(iCi,  yi,  Si)  respectively. 

Since  the  nine  cosines  are  connected  by  six  equations,  there  should  exist  values 
containing  three  arbitrary  constants,  and  satisfying  these  equations  identically ;  but, 
by  what  just  precedes,  it  appears  that  the  problem  of  determining  these  values  is,  in 
fact,  that  of  finding  the  linear  transformation  between  two  given  quadric  functions: 
the  problem  of  the  linear  transformation  of  a  quadric  function  into  itself  has  an 
elegant  solution;  but  it  would  seem  that  this  is  not  the  case  for  the  transformation 
between  two  different  functions. 
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The  foregoing  equation 

ii-  =  (a,  b,  o,  f,  g,  hj-,  ,3,  7)', 

is  a  relation  between  X,  ^,  v,  the  cosines  of  the  sides  of  a  spherical  triangle,  and 
(a,  B,  y)  the  cosines  of  the  distances  of  a  point  P  from  the  three  vertices :  it  can 
be   at   once   verified   by   means   of  the   relation   A+B+C=2Tr,   and   thence 

1  —  cos-j4  —  cos'B  — cos''C+  2cosj4  cos  £  cos  0  =  0, 

which  connects  the  angles  A,  B,  C  which  the  sides  subtend  at  P.  Writing  a,  b,  c 
for  >,,   ij,,    V,   and  /,  g,   h   for   a,   /3,   7,   the   relation   is 

1  -  «—  6^  -  c^  +  2abc  =  (1  -  a^)/=  +  (1  -  &^)  ^^  +  (1  -  >f)  li- 

+  2  {be  -  a)  3A  +  2  (ca  -  b)  lif+  2  (ab  ~  c)fg, 
viz.  this  is 

1  -  a-  -  6'  -  c=  -/^  -  y'  -  A'  +  2<;r6c  +  203A  +  %hf+  2cfff 

-  a'f  -  by  -  (?h?  +  2hcgh  +  2ca/(/  +  2a6/3  =  0 ; 

where  {a,  b,  c,  f,  g,  h)  are  the  cosines  of  the  sides  of  a  spherical  quadrangle ; 
(a,  b,  c),  (a,  k,  g),  (A,  b,  f),  {g,  f,  c)  belong  respectively  to  sides  forming  a  triangle,  and 
the  remaining  sides  (/  g,  h),  (b,  c, /),  (c,  a,  g),  (a,  b,  h)  arc  sides  meeting  in  a  vertex. 

The  equation 

Kj',  =  (a.  b,  c,  f,  g,  hja,  ft  y)(a;  ^',  7') 

is  a  relation  between  X,  /i,  p,  the  cosines  of  the  sides  of  a  spherical  triangle ;  a,  ^,  7,  the 
cosines  of  the  distances  of  a  point  P  from  the  three  vertices ;  a',  0',  7',  the  cosines  of 
the  distances  of  a  point   Q  from  the  three  vertices;   and  Vi,  the  cosine  of  the   distance 

PQ. 

Drawing  a  figure,  it  is  at  once  seen  that 

v,  =  aa  +  Vr^  Vr^T^^  ens  ($  -  ff). 


-7^  vT: 
Vv"' 
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the  values  of  V,  V  being 

V  =  1  -  a'=  -  y3'^  - 1.=  +  2a';8V  ; 
the  resulting  vahie  of  v^  is  therefore 

J-,  =  aa'  +  ^-^  |(y3  -  OLv\0  -  a!v)  +  -/VV"';. 

The  equations 

K^{^,  b.  c,  f,  g,  h$a,  /3,  7)^     A:  =  (a,  ...$«',  ^',  7')^, 
give 

(ga+f^  +cyy=KV, 
(ga'  +  f^'  +  c'/)^  =  JrV': 
and  we  therefore  have 

(g«  +  f/3  +  cyjga'  +  f/3'  +  07')  =  .ffVV  V ' ; 
recollecting  that  1  -  j/^  =  e,  the  formula  thus  is 

v,  =  a.c^  +  \  |(/3  -  0^5/3'  -  a'v)  + 1  (ga  +  t^  +  c^Jga'  +  f/9'  +  07')}  , 
or  say, 

Kv,  =  i:aa'  +  -  [A:  (/?  -  nj-J^'  -  a'v)  +  (ga  +  f/3$ga'  +  f/3')]  +  g  (27'  +  a'7)  +  f  Hh'  +  &''i)  +  C77'. 
The  sum  of  the  first  and  second  terms  is  readily  found  to  bo 

=  aaa'  +  b/3y3'  +  h  (a/3'  +  a'/S) ; 
and  the  equation  thus  becomes 

Kf^  -  (a,  b,  c,  f,  g,  hja,  /3,  yI^k',  y3',  7'), 
as  it  should  do. 
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743. 

ON    THE    NEWTON-FOURIEE    IMAGINARY    PROBLEM. 


[From  the  Proceedings  of  the  Cambridge  Philosophical  Society,  vol.  in.  (1880), 
pp.  231,  232.] 

The    Newtonian    process    of   approximation    to    the    root   of   a  numerical    equation 
/(u)  =  0,    consists    in    deriving    from    an    assumed    approximate    root    f    a    new    value 

f  1  =  1^  -  irjA  ,  which   should   be   a   closer  approximation   to   the   root   sought   for ;   taking 

the  coefficients  of  /(u)  to  be  real,  and  also  the  root  sought  for,  and  the  assumed 
value  1^,  to  be  each  of  them  real,  Fourier  investigated  the  conditions  under  which 
f,  is  in  fact  a  closer  approximation.  But  the  question  may  be  looked  at  in  a  more 
general  manner:  ^  may  be  any  real  or  imaginary  value,  and  we  have  to  inquire  in 
what  cases  the  series  of  derived  values 

^'  *  /'¥)■  ^'  *'  /■(«■■■• 

converge  to  a  root,  real  or  imaginary,  of  the  equation  f{u)  =  0.  Representing  as  usual 
the  imaginary  value  ^,  =x+iy,  by  means  of  the  point  whose  coordinates  are  x,  y, 
and  in  like  manner  |^,,  =Xi  +  iy^,  &c.,  then  we  have  a  problem  relating  to  an  iniinite 
plane;  the  roots  of  the  equation  are  represented  by  points  A,  B,  0,...\  the  value 
J  is  represented  by  an  arbitrary  point  P;  and  from  this  by  a  determinate  geometrical 
construction  we  obtain  the  point  P,,  and  thence  in  like  manner  the  points  Pj,  Pj,.,. 
which  represent  the  values  |^,,  ^j,  ^3,...  respectively.  And  the  problem  is  to  divide 
the  plane  into  regions,  such  that,  starting  with  a  point  P^  anywhere  in  one  region, 
we  arrive  ultimately  at  the  root  A  ;  anywhere  in  another  region  we  arrive  ultimately 
at  the  root  B\  and  so  on  for  the  several  roots  of  the  equation.  The  division  into 
regions  is  made  mthout  difficulty  in  the  case  of  a  quadric  equation:  but  in  the  next 
succeeding  case,  that  of  a  cubic  equation,  it  is  anything  but  obvious  what  the  division 
is :  and  the  author  had  not  succeeded  in  finding  it. 
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TABLE   OF   A^O" -^  n  (m)   UP   TO   m  =  m  =  20. 


[From  the  Transactions   of  the  Cambridge  Philosophical  Society,  vol.   xiii.   Part   i.   (1881), 
pp.  1—4.     Read  October  27,  1879.] 

The  differences   of   the   powers   of   zero,   A^O",   present   themselves   in   the   Calculus 
of  Finite   Differences,   and   especially   in   the   applications   of  Herschel's   theorem, 

/(e')=/(l+A)e'-«, 

for  the  expansion  of  the  function  of  an  exponential.  A  smaM  Table  up  to  A^O'"  is 
given  in  Herschel's  Examples  (Camb.  1820),  and  is  reproduced  in  the  treatise  on 
Finite  Differences  (1843)  in  the  Encyclopmdia  Metropolitana.  But,  as  is  known,  the 
successive  differences  AO",  A'D",  A=0",  ...  are  divisible  by  1,  1.2,  1 .2.3,  ...  and 
generally  A^O"  is  divisible  by  1.2.3.,.m,  =TI(m);  these  quotients  are  much  smaller 
numbers,  and  it  is  therefore  desirable  to  tabulate  them  rather  than  the  undivided 
differences  A""©" :  moreover,  it  is  easier  to  calculate  them.  A  table  of  the  quotients 
A"K)»^n(m),  up  to  m  =  )i=12  is  in  fact  given  by  Grunert,  C'relle,  t.  xxv.  (184.3), 
p.  279,  but  without  any  explanation  in  the  heading  of  the  meaning  of  the  tabulated 
numbers  (7„*,  =  A"0*  -i-  II  (n),  and  without  using  for  their  determination  the  convenient 
formula  (?„*+'  =  nC„*  +  (7„_,*  given  by  Ejorling  in  a  paper,  Crelle,  t.  xxviii,  (1844), 
p.  284.     The  formula  in  question,  say 

i.«0"+'  _       A"^"         A'"-'0'' 

m^)  -'"■u(m)'^n(m-iy 

is  given  in  the  second  edition  (by  Moulton)  of  Boole's  Calculus  of  Finite  Biffer&ices. 
(London,  1872),  p.  28,  under  the  form 

It  occurred  to  me  that  it  would  be  desirable  to  extend  the  table  of  the  quotients 
A^O"^  n  ()?;),   up   to  ■m.  =  '«  =  20.      The    calculation    is    effected    verj-  readily   by   means 
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any   column    of 


of    the   foregoing   theorem,   which   is    used    in   the   following   form ; 
the  table   for  instance  the  fifth,  being 

A,  then  the  following  column  is     A, 

B,  ...  2B  +  A, 

C,  ...  3C+B, 

D,  ...  4J3+C, 

E,  ...  oE  +  D, 

and   then   we   obtain   a  good   verification   by   taking   the   sum   of  the   terms   in  the  new 
column,  and  comparing  it  with  the  value  as  calculated  from  the  formula. 


Sum  =  2A  H 


5  +  4C  +  5i>  +  ^B. 


Observe  that,  in  the  two  calculations,  we  take  successive  multiples  such  as  4i)  and 
5D  of  each  term  of  the  preceding  column,  and  that  the  verification  is  thus  a  safe- 
guard against  any  error  of  multiplication  or  addition. 


Table,  No.  1,  of  A'-'O" 


r  n  (m). 


■a 

0' 

0= 

1 
1 

0' 

1 
a 

1 

7 

1 
15 

0« 

1 
31 

C 

0^ 

0" 

010 

0" 

0'- 

Qia 

0" 

1 

1 

1 
63 

1 
127 

1 

355 

1 
511 

1 
1  023 

I 

2  047 

1 
4  095 

1 
8  191 

3 

I 

6 

25 

90 

301 

966 

3  035 

9  330 

28  501 

86  526 

261  625 

788  970 

4 

1 

10 

65 

350 

1  701 

7  770 

34  105 

145  750 

611  501 

2  532  530 

10  391  745 

5 

1 

15 

140 

1  050 

6  951 

42  525 

246  730 

1  379  400 

7  508  501 

40  075  035 

6 

1 

31 

266 

2  646 

22  827 

179  487 

1  323  652 

9  321  313 

63  436  373 

7 

1 

■28 

462 

5  880 

63  987 

627  396 

5  715  434 

49  329  380 

8 

1 

36 

750 

11  880 

159  027 

1  899  612 

20  912  320 

9 

1 

45 

1  155 

22  275 

359  502 

5  135  130 

10 

1 

55 

1  705 

39  325 

753  752 

11 

1 

66 

2  431 

66  066 

12 

1 

78 

3  367 

13 

1 

91 

14 

1 

15 

16 
17 

19 

JO 
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s 

ftir. 

Oi« 

0'^ 

Qie 

019 

ow 

1 

2 

1 
16  383 

1 
32  767 

1 

65  535 

1 
131  071 

1 

262  143 

1 

624  287 

1 

2 

3 

2  375  101 

7  141  686 

21  457  826 

64  439  010 

193  448  101 

580  606  446 

3 

4 

42  355  950 

171  798  901 

694  337  390 

2  798  806  986 

11  259  666  950 

46  232  115  901 

4 

5 

210  766  920 

1  096  190  550 

5  652  751  651 

28  958  095  545 

147  589  284  710 

749  206  090  500 

5 

6 

420  693  273 

2  734  926  558 

17  505  749  898 

110  687  251  039 

693  081  601  779 

4  306  078  895  384 

6 

7 

408  741  333 

3  281  882  604 

25  708  104  786 

197  462  483  400 

1  492  924  634  839 

11  143  554  045  652 

7 

8 

216  627  840 

2  141  764  053 

20  415  995  028 

189  036  065  010 

1  709  751  003  480 

16  170  932  662  679 

8 

9 

67  128  490 

820  784  250 

9  628  832  303 

106  175  395  765 

1  144  614  626  805 

12  011  282  644  725 

9 

10 

12  662  650 

193  754  990 

3  758  334  160 

37  112  163  803 

477  297  033  785 

6  917  584  964  665 

10 

11 

1  479  478 

28  936  908 

612  060  978 

8  391  004  908 

129  413  217  791 

1  900  842  429  486 

11 

12 

106  470 

2  757  118 

62  022  324 

1  256  328  866 

23  466  951  300 

4U  016  633  391 

12 

13 

4  550 

166  620 

4  910  178 

125  854  638 

2  892  439  160 

61  068  660  380 

13 

14 

105 

6  020 

349  900 

8  408  778 

243  577  530 

6  302  524  580 

14 

16 

1 

130 

7  820 

367  300 

13  916  778 

453  339  200 

15 

16 

1 

136 

9  996 

527  136 

22  350  954 

16 

17 

1 

153 

12  597 

741  285 

17 

18 

1 

171 

15  675 

18 

19 

1 

190 

19 

30 

1 

20 

Writing  down  the  sloping  lines  as  columns  thus : 
12  3  +  5 

(0)        (2)  (4)  (6)  (8) 


1 

3 

6 

1 

7 

1 

1 

10 

25 

15 

1 

16 

66 

90 

31 

1 

21 

140 

350 

301 

63 

1 

28 

366 

1  050 

1  701 

966 

127 

36 

462 

3  646 

6  961 

7  770 

3  025 

45 

750 

5  880 

32  827 

42  525 

34  105 

65 

I  155 

11  880 

63  987 

179  487 

246  730 

66 

1  706 

22  275 

159  027 

627  396 

1  323  652 

78 

2  431 

39  325 

359  502 

1  899  613 

5  715  424 

91 

3  367 

66  066 

752  752 

5  135  130 

20  912  320 

106 

4  550 

106  470 

1  479  478 

13  662  660 

67  128  490 

120 

6  020 

165  620 

2  757  118 

28  936  908 

193  754  990 

136 

7  820 

349  900 

4  910  178 

62  022  324 

512  060  978 

1 

153 

9  996 

367  200 

8  408  778 

125  854  638 

1  256  328  866 

171 

12  597 

527  136 

13  916  778 

243  577  530 

2  892  439  160 

190 

16  675 

741  285 

22  360  954 

452  329  200 

6  303  534  680 
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it  appears  by  inspection  that,  in  the  second  column  the  second  differences,  are  constant, 
in  the  third  column  the  fourth  differences,  in  the  fourth  column  the  sixth  differences, 
and  BO  on,  are  constant;  and  we  thence  deduce  the  law  of  the  numbers  in  the 
successive  columns :  viz.  this  can  he  done  up  to  column  7,  in  which  we  have  14 
numbers  in  order  to  find  the  12th  differences :  but  in  column  8  we  have  only  13 
numbers,  and  therefore  cannot  find  the  14th  diffei'ences.  The  differences  are  given  in 
the  following 

Table,  No.  2  {explanation  infrh). 


t 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

0 

1 

1 

1 

1 

I 

1 

1 

1 

2 

6 

14 

30 

62 

126 

2 

1 

12 

61 

24:0 

841 

2  772 

3 

10 

124 

890 

5  060 

25  410 

4 

3 

131 

1  830 

16  990 

127  953 

5 

70 

2  226 

35  216 

401  436 

6 

15 

1  600 

47  062 

836  976 

7 

630 

40  796 

1  196  533 

8 

105 

21  225 

1  182 195 

9 

10  930 

795  718 

10 

945 

3i9  020 

11 

90  090 

12 

10  395 

We  have,  by  means  of  this  Table,  the  general  expressions  of  A''0'',  A'-'O'',  A*'-=0'', . . . 
up  to  A''~"'0'',  viz.  the  formulae  are 
A'-O'--rn(r)         =1, 

A«o...n(.-.,  =  ...('-)V.(--^)-.io('-7..,(-7, 

&c.,  &c., 
where   the   numerical   coefficients   are   the   numbers    in    the    successive    columns    of   the 
table ;    and    where   for  shortness    (     t.     )     is   written   to   denote   the   binomial   coefficient 
jr-mf 


=  750, 


For  instance,  r=10,  we  have 

^W  ^  n  (8)  =  1  +  6  . 7  +  12 .  21  +  10  .  35  + 
agreeing  with  the  principal  Table.  It  will  be  observed  that,  in  the  successive  columns 
of  the  Table,  the  last  terms  are  1,  1,  1.3,  1.3.5,  1.3.5.7,  1.3.5.7.9,  and 
1.3.5.7.9.11.  This  is  itself  a  good  verification:  I  further  verified  the  last  column 
by  calculating  from  it  the  value  of  A"0^"  -^  IT  (14),  =  6  302  524  580  as  above.  The 
Table  shows  that  we  have  A'^'K)''  ^Jl{r  —  m)  given  as  an  algebraical  rational  and 
integral  function  of  *-,  of  the  degree  2m.  But  the  terms  from  the  top  of  a  column, 
AO''  =  1,  A^O''  -^1.2=  2^""'  —  1,  &c.,  are  not  algebraical  functions  of  r. 
22  October,  1879. 

19—2 
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745. 

ON    THE    SCHWARZIAN    DERIVATIVE,    AND    THE    POLYHEDRAL 
FUNCTIONS. 


[From   the  Transactions   of  the  Cambridge  Philosophical  Society,  vol.  xiii.  Part   i.  (1881), 
pp.  .5—68.     Read  March  8,  1880.] 

The  quotient  s  of  any  two  solutions  of  a  lineai-  partial  differential  equation  of 
the  second  order,  j^+i>  j  +92/  =  0,  'b  determined  by  a  differential  equation  of  the 
third  order 


\dx/ 


where    the    function    on   the   left-hand    is   what   I    call   the    Schwarzian    Derivative ; 
say  this  derivative  is 


where  the  accents  denote  differentiations  in  regard  to  the  second  variable  x  of  the 
symbol. 

Wi-iting  in  general  (a,  b,  c  .\\X,  Y,  Zf  to  denote  a  quadric  function 

(a,  b,  c,  ^(a-b-c),     ^(_a+b-c),     l{-s,-\>  +  cy^X,  Y,  Z)-. 

then,  if  the  equation  of  the  second  order  be  that  of  the  hypergeo metric  series, 
generalised  by  a  homographic  transformation  upon  the  variable  x,  the  resulting  differ- 
ential equation  of  the  third  order  is  of  the  form 


f-!^<«.^--)(^.  .1.  .by^ 


Hosted  by 


Google 


745]  ON   THE    SCHWAR5;iAN    DERIVATIVE.  149 

and,  presenting  themselves  in  connexion  with  the  algebraically  integrable  cases  of  this 
equation,  we  have  rational  and  integral  functions  of  s,  derived  from  the  polygon,  the 
double  pyramid,  and  the  five  regular  solids.     They  are  called  Polyhedral  Functions. 

The  Schwarzian  Derivative  occurs  implicitly  in  Jacobi's  differential  equation  of  the 
thin!  order  for  the  modulus  in  the  transformation  of  an  elliptic  function  (Ftimd.  Nova, 
1829,  p.  79,  [Ges.  Werke,  t.  i.,  p.  133])  and  in  Kummer'a  fundamental  equation  for  the 
transformation  of  a  hypergeometric  series  (Kummer,  1836 ;  see  hat  of  Memoirs) ;  but  it 
was  first  explicitly  considered  and  brought  into  notice  in  the  two  Memoirs  of  Schwarz*, 
1869  and  1873.  The  latter  of  these,  relating  to  the  algebraic  integration  of  the 
differential  equation  for  the  hypergeometric  series,  is  the  fundamental  Memoir  upon  the 
subject,  but  the  theory  is  in  some  material  points  completed  in  the  Memoirs  by  Klein 
and  Brioschi. 

The  following  list  of  Memoirs,  relating  as  well  to  the  Polyhedi-ai  Functions  as  to 
the  Schwarzian  Derivative,  is  aiTanged  nearly  in  chronological  order, 

Kummer,    Ueber    die    hypergeometrische    Eeihe    !  +  -—«+...     Grelle,   t.    xv.    (1836), 

1 ,7 
pp.  39—83  and  127—172. 

Schwarz,  Ueber  einige  Abbildungsaufgabeo.    Orelle-Borchardt,  t.  Lxx.  (1869),  pp.  105 — 120. 

— —  ■  Ueber  diejenigcn  Falle  in  welchen  die  Gawssische  hypergeometrische  Reihe 
eine  algebraische  Function  ihres  vierten  Elementes  darstellt.  Do.  t.  LXXV.  (1873), 
pp.  292—335. 

Cayley,  Notes  on  Polyhedra.     Quart.  Math.  Jour.  t.  Vll.  (1866),  pp.  304—316;    [375]. 

On  the  Regular  Solids.     Do.  t.  xv.  (1878),  pp.  127—131 ;   [679]. 

Fucha,  Ueber  diejenigcn  Differentialgleichungen  zweiter  Ordnung  welche  algebraische 
Integralen  besitzen,  und  eine  Anwendung  der  Invariantentheorie.  Crelle-Borckardt, 
t.  Lxxxi.  (1873),  pp.  97—142. 

Klein,  Ueber  binai'e  Formen  mit  linearen  Transformation  en  in  sich  selhst.  Math.  Ann. 
t.  IX.  (1875),  pp.  183—209. 

Brioschi,  Extrait  d'une  lettre  a,  M.   Klein.     Maih.  Ann.  t.  xi.  (1877),  pp.  111—114. 

Klein,  Ueber  hneare  Differentialgleichungen.     Math.  Ann.  t.  xi.  (1877),  pp.  115 — 118. 

Brioschi,  La  th^orie  des  formes  dans  I'int^gration  des  Equations  diff^rentielles  lin^airos 
du  second  ordre.     MatL  Ann.  t.  XI.  (1877),  pp.  401—411. 

Crordan,  Ueber  endliche  Gruppen  linearer  Transformation  en  einer  Verandei-lichen. 
Math.   Ami.   t.   xil.   (1877),  pp.   23—46. 

Binare   Formen   mit  verschwindenden   Covarianten.     Math.  Ann.   t.  xii.  (1877), 

pp.  147—166. 

[*  Scliwarz,  Ges.  Werke,  t.  u.,  p.  351,  remaclts  that  the  Derivative  occurs  implicitly  in  a  memoir  by 
Lagraoge,  "Sur  la  oonatruction  des  oai-tes  gSogcaphiques,"  (1779),  (Euvres,  t.  iv.,  p.  Gal.] 
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Klein,  Ueber  lineare  Differentialgleichungen.     Math.  Ann.  t.  xii.  (1877),  pp.  167—179. 

Weitere     Untersuchungea     iiber    das     Icosaeder.       Math.     Ann.     t.    xii.    (1877), 

pp.  603—560. 

Cayley,    On   the    Correspondence   of    Homographiea   and   Rotations,     Math.    Ann.   t.    xv. 
(1879),  pp.  238—240;   [660], 

-  -  ■ —    On   the    finite    Groups    of   linear    transformations    of   a   Variable.     Math.   Ann. 
t  XVI.  (1880),  pp.  260—263,  and  pp.  439—440 ;  [7.52]. 

I   propose   in  the  present  Memoir  to   consider  the   whole   theory:   and,  in  paj-ticular, 
to  give  some  additional  developments  in  regard  to  the  Polyhedral  Functions. 

I   remark   that   Schwarz   starts  with  the  foregoing  diiferentiai  equation    of  the  third 
order 


4  =  (a,  b,  c 


•■)(^.  .^.  ^y. 


and  he  shows  (by  very  refined  reasoning  founded  on  the  theory  of  conformable  figures, 
which  will  be  in  part  reproduced)  that  this  equation  is,  in  fact,  algebraically  integrable 
for  16  different  sets  of  values  of  the  coefficients  a,  b,  c.  It  may  I  think  be  taken 
to  be  part  of  his  theory,  although  not  very  clearly  brought  ont  by  him,  that  these 
integrals  are  some  of  them  of  the  form,  w  =  rational  function  of  s :  others  of  the  form, 
rational  function  of  « =  rational  function  of  s ;  the  rational  functions  of  s  being  in  fact 
the  same  in  the  last  as  in  the  first  set  of  solutions:  they  are  quotients  of  Polyhedral 
functions. 

But  as  regards  the  second  set  of  cases,  the  solution  of  these,  introducing  for  con- 
venience a  new  variable  s  in  place  of  s,  may  be  made  to  depend  upon  the  solution 
in  the  form,  x  =  rational  function  of  z,  of  an  equation  of  a  somewhat  similar  form,  but 
involving  two  qnadric  functions  of  x  and  z  respectively,  viz.  the  ecjuation 

'-  'Hih-  "■ '  ■■■>i.h-  ^.  .y =<-  ^'-  «■  ■■■)(^'  .^-  ^)"^ 

and  we  have  the  theorem  that  the  solution  of  this  equation  depends  upon  the  determ- 
ination of  P,  Q,  R  rational  and  integral  functions  of  s,  containing  each  of  them 
multiple  factors,  which  are  such  that  P  +  Q  +  It  =  0.  Using  accents  to  denote  differ- 
entiation in  regard  to  z,  this  implies  F'+^  +  1^  =  0,  and  conseqiiently 

QB'  -Q'R  =  RF  -  R'P  =  PQ'  -  P'Q. 

Further,  they  are  such  that  the  equal  functions  QR'-Q'R,  RP'-R'P,  PQ' -  P'Q  contain 
only  factors  which  are  factors  of  P,  Q  or  R. 

In  fact,  writing  /,  g,  h  =  b  —  c,  c  —  a,  a—b,  the  required  relation  between  a;,  z  is 
then  expressed  in  the  symmetrical  form  f{ic  —  «)  :  g{x~b)  :  k(a>  —  G)  =  P  :  Q  :  R. 
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The  last-mentioned  differential  equation  is  considered  by  Klein  and  Brioschi:  the 
solutions  in  13  cases,  or  such  of  them  as  had  not  been  given  by  Schwarz,  were 
obtained  by  Brioschi :  and  those  of  the  remaining  3  cases,  subject  to  a  correction  in 
one  of  them,  were  afterwarfs  obtained  by  Klein. 

The  first  part  of  the  present  Memoir  relates,  say  to  the  foregoing  equation 

(.,.!- (a,  b,c.-.)(j-^,  ^^,,^^y. 

although   the   other   form   in    [x,  z]    may   equally   well   be   regarded   as   the   fundamental 
form. 

We  consider  in  the  theory: 

A.  The  Derivative  [s,  cr],  meaning  as  above  explained. 

B.  Quadric  functions  of  any  three  or  more  inverts        —. 

C.  Rational   and   integral   functions   P,  Q,  R   having  a   sum    =  0,  and   which  are 
such  that  QR'-Q'R,  =RF-R'P,  =PQ'-PQ,  contains  only  the  factors  of  P,  Q,  R. 

D.  The  differential  equation  of  the  third  order. 

E.  The  Schwarzian  theory  in  regard  to  conformable  figures  and  the  corresponding 
values  of  the  imaginary  variables  s  and  o!. 

F.  Connexion  with  the  differential  equation  for  the  hypergeo metric  series. 
The  second  part  of  the  Memoir  relates  to  the  Polyhedral  Functions. 

The  para^aphs  of  the  whole  Memoir  are  numbered  consecutively. 

PART   I. 

The  Derivative  [s,  x].     Art.  Nos.  1  to  7. 

>•     I'o4'  =  £.(hS.  ".en  K. ]  =  *-*.■. 

2.     The   derivative    [s,  a:]   may   be   transformed   in   regaled   to   either   or   both  of  the 


Suppose,  first,  that  s  is  a  function  of  the  new  variable  S,  (hence  also  S  is  a 
function  of  a:):  using  subscript  numbers  to  denote  differentiations  in  regard  to  S,  and 
the  accents  as  before  for  differentiations  in  regard  to  x,  we  have 

whence,  differentiating  the  logarithms, 
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Again  differentiating,  we  have 

But 

and  consequently 

that  is, 

k  4- (f)' I.,  S) +  («..). 

the  required  formula. 

In  a  very  similar  manner,  taking  x  a  function  of  X,  it  is  shown  that 

3.  If   in   this   formula  we    write   S  for    s,   and    substitute    the    I'esulting    value   of 
jiS,  x]   in  the  former  fonnula,  we  have 

which  is  the  formula  for  the  change  of  both  variables.  It,  in  fa«t,  includes  the  other 
two:  viz.  ^vriting  X  =  x,  or  S  =  s,  and  observing  that  [s,  s\  =  0  =  \x,  x],  we  have  the 
other  two  formula;. 

4.  By  putting  in  the  first  fonnula  X  =  s,  we  obtain 

a  formula  for  the  interchange  of  the  variables. 

5.  Writing  ;S=  -  -  -,,  and  using  for  a  moment  the  accents  to  denote  differentiation 
in  regard  to  s,  we  have 

n,  _  ad  — he        ^  _  —  2c 
'^  (cs  +  dy '      "W  ~  cs  +  d ' 
and  thence 

S-      UV      (cs+df 

*\S')      (cs  +  df 
lently  [S,  s]  =  0,  whence  also  |s,  S]  =  0. 
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Hence  in  the  first  formula  {S,  x]  =  [s,  a:],  that  is, 

viz,  we  may,  in  the  derivative  {s,  x],  write  for  s  any  homographic  function  (as  +  b)-i-  (cs  +  d) 
of  5. 

6,  Again,  if  X  =  - s-,  then  from  the  second  formula 

jx+b 

that  is, 

and  here,  changing  s  into  (as  +  b)  ^  (cs  +  d),  we  have  finally 

[«s  +  b      ax  +  0]  ^  (r/x  +  S)'  ,        I 
\cs+d'    73^  +  8)       (aS- ^7)=''*'  '^'' 

which  is  the  formula  for  the  homographic  transformation  of  the  two  variables  s,  x. 

7.  Let  5   be   a  given   function   of  x,  the   equation    \S,   x\  —  \s,   x\    is   a   differential 

-FiF  —  —  — -, ;  a  second 

integral   log S'  =  log s-2  log (cs  +  d)  +  const.,   that   is,   S'  =  /-^"T^-y ;    and    thence   a   final 
mtegi-al  S  =  B — ^,  which  is  equivalent  to  the  foregoing  value  of  S. 


equation  of  the  third  order  in  S,  and  by  what  precedes,  its  general  integral  is  S=  " 


The  Qiiadrio  Function  of  three  or  more  Inverts.    Art.  Nos.  8  to  15. 

8.     We  consider  a  quadric  function  of  any  number   of  inverts    -■    - ,    5,...,  all 

x  —  a.     x  —  ^ 

of   them   different:    it   is    assumed   that    the   constant   term   is   =0,   and    also   that    the 

sum   of  the   coefiicients   of   the   linear  terms  is   =  0.     We   have   therefore   square   terms 

-_j   1; ^ _^   where    the    sum    of    the 

in   the   form   of  a 


a-Qa 
C.    XL 
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being   equal),  after  it   is   thus  expressed,  the  sum  of  the  coefficients  of  the  linear  terms 
is  still  =  0.     The  fuactiou  is  thus  always  expressible  in  the  form 


a  b  A      ,      B 

where  the  sum  ^  4-S+ ...  is  =0:   this  may  be  called  the  reduced  form. 

9,     Observe    that    any   particular    invert   may   disappear    altogether    from   the 

reduced   fonn :   this   will   be   the   case   if  u  =  0,   that  is,  if  the  original  form   contains  no 
and   if   also   A=0.      An   invert   thus    disappearing   from   the   reduced 


form  is  said  to  be  non-essential:  and  the  inverts  which  do  not  disappear  are  said  to 
be  essential.  The  original  form  contains  in  appearance  the  non-essential  inverts,  but 
it  is  really  a  quadric  function  of  the  essential  inverts  only. 

10.  Imagine  the  original  function  expressed  as  a  rational  fraction,  the  denominator 
being  the  product  (a;  -  a)^  («  -  ;8)^  (je  —  7)* . . .  of  the  squared  factors  corresponding  to  all 
the  inverts  {non-essential  as  well  as  essential):  the  numerator  will  be  in  general  of  a 
degree  less  by  2  than  that  of  the  denominator,  but  the  coefficients  of  any  one  or 
more  of  the  higher  powers  of  x  may  vanish,  and  the  numerator  will  then  be  of  a 
lower  degree.     But  this   numerator   will   for   any   non-essential   invert contain   the 

factor  {ai—yY,  or,  dividing  the  numerator  and  denominator  each  by  this  factor,  the 
difference  of  the  degrees  of  the  numerator  and  denominator  will  remain  unaltered ; 
that  is,  the  difference  will  have  the  same  value  whether  we  do  or  do  not  attend  to 
the  non-essential  inverts;  or  say  it  will  have  the  same  value  for  the  original  form  and 
for  the  reduced  form. 

11.  It   is  to   be   remarked  that  the  linear  terms     1 a+ \- ■■■,    where 

x  —  a      X  —  p      X  —  y 

A+B  +  C  +  ...=0,   can   be    (and    that   in    a    variety   of   ways)   expressed    as    a    sum    of 

differences „ ,   that   is,  as   a  sum   of  product-terms —  .    Hence    the 

quadric   function   can   be   (and   that   in  a   variety  of  ways)  expressed   as   a   homogeneous 

function   (a,  ...0 ,   «'■■■)  '   ^^  must  have   in   the  form  all  the  essential  inverts, 

and  we  need  have  these  only.  Supposing  that  this  is  so,  and  that  the  number  of 
the  essential  inverts  is  =«,  then  the  number  of  constants  is  =^n{n  +  l),  whereas  the 
number  of  constants  in  the  reduced  form  is  only  =  2«  - 1 :  hence  the  coefficients  are 
not  determinate ;  or,  what  is  the  same  thing,  we  may  have  different  quadric  functions 
having  each  of  them  the  same  reduced  function;  these  quadric  functions, 
the  same  reduced  function,  can  only  differ  by  multiples  of  the  evanescent  expressions 
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In   particular,   if  the   number   of  essential   inverts   is   =  3,  then   the   quadric   function   is 
of  the  form 


(a,  b,  c,  f,  g,  h| 


which  contains  one  superfluous  constant,  and  equivalent  functions  differ  only  by  a 
multiple  of 

x~0  .x-y     x  —  y.x-a     x  —  a.x  —  ^' 

12.  A  quadric  function  such  that  the  degree  of  the  numerator  is  less  by  4  than 
that  of  the  denominator  is  said  to  be  "curtate." 

The  conditions,  in  oi-der  that  the  function 

may  be  curtate,  are  easily  found  to  be 

a  +  b  +  c+2f+2g+2h  =  0, 
a{a  +  h  +  g)  +  /3(h  +  b  +  f)+T(g  +  f+c)  =  0; 

and  by  reason  of  the  superfluous  constant  we  are  at  liberty  to  assume  a  third  condition: 
the  three  conditions  may  be  taken  to  be  a  +  h  +  g,  h  +  b  +  f,  g  +  f+c  each  =  0 ;  and 
this  being  so  the  values  of  f,  g,  h  are  =^{a-b-c),  ^(— a  +  b  — c),  |{— a  — b  +  c) 
respectively.     Hence  the  form  is 

(a,  b,  0,  i(.-b-c),  i(-a  +  b-c),  i(-a-b  +  »)X-i-,    ~L^,    -±  ]' , 
\  Ka,  —  a.      CO  —  ji      x  —  yj 

which,  as  already  mentioned,  we  denote  by 

V  Ax-a     x-^'    x-yj 

We  have  thus  the  theorem  that  a  curtate  function  of  any  number  of  inverts,  but  with 
only  the  three  essential  inverts 

1  1         _1_ 

x-a'   x~ff'   x~y' 

is  always  expressible  in  the  foregoing  form 

fa,b,o.-.(f-J-,       1      ,    J_V 

\  Xai-a     x~^'    x-yt 

13.  It  may  be  remarked  that  the  function  (a,  b,  c  .-^X,  Y,  Zf  is  a  function  of 
the  differencea  of  the  variables  X,  Y,  Z;  and  similarly,  in  the  case  of  four  variables, 
a  function  (a,  b,  c,  d,  f,  g,  h.  1,  m,  nJZ,  K,  Z,   Wf,  for  which 

a+h+g  +  1,     h  +  b  +  f+m,     g  +  f+c  +  n,     1+m  +  n  +  d, 
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are  each  =0,  is  a  function  of  the  differences  of  the  variables  X,  Y,  Z,  W:  and  so  in 
general.  Any  such  function  is  said  t«  be  "  diaphoric " :  and  it  is  easy  to  see  that, 
taking  for  the  variables  any  inverts  whatever,  a  diaphoric  function  is  always  curtate, 

14.     The  function 

,  (    a  b  c  )^ 

^   [X-a         x-^  x-y  ]    ' 

where   the   coefficients   a,   b,   c, ...   satisfy  the   relation   a  +  b  +  c  +  ...  =  — 2,   is   diaphoric. 


this  is  — a  — ^a''  — |ab  — Jac— ...,  =— ^a(2  +  a  +  b  +  c+ ...),  which  is  =0;   and  similarly 
the  other  conditions  are  satisfied. 

15.     The  function 

/     ,  Y    a  «!  b  h,  c  c,  V 

a,  b,  c  .-.^ +  _!_+...,  +.     "•-  +  ...,     _^  +  — :i_+...     , 

V  Xx-a     cc-ct,  X- 13     X-  8-1  x-j     x-^^^         ) 

regarded  as  a  function  of  the  inverts 


a  +  (ii+...=6  +  ii+...  =  c  +  Ci+...,  —k  suppose, 
is  diaphoric,  and  therefore  curtate.     In  fact,  the  condition  in  regard  to is 

a(a^  +  aai  +  Maj+  ...)  +  J(-a  +  b-c)  ((ji  +  a6i +...)+  H-a-b  +  c)(«e  +  ttc,  +  ...)  =  0; 

that  is, 

t[&{a+i(-a  +  b-c)  +  |(-a-b+c)]=0, 
which  is  satisfied.     And  similarly  the  other  conditions  are  satisfied, 

The  functions  P,  Q,  R.     Art.  Nos.  16  to  20. 

16.  We  consider  P,  Q,  B,  rational  and  integral  functions  of  z,  such  that  P  +  Q  +  R^O: 
hence,  using  the  accent  to  denote  differentiation  in  regard  to  z,  we  have  also  P'  +  Q"  +  fi'  =  0 ; 
and  therefore  QB  -  QB  =  BP'  -  R'P  =  PQ'  -  P'Q,  =  0  suppose  :  and  we  require  to  find 
P,  Q,  R  such  that  the  function  0  contains  only  the  (actors  of  P,  Q,  B. 

17.  It  is  to  be  observed  that,  effecting  upon  a  solution  P,  Q,  R  any  linear  sub- 
stitution (az  +  0)^  {yz  +  S),  and  omitting  the  common  denominator,  we  have  a  solution ; 
but   this   is   regarded   as   identical   with    the    original   solution.     The    three    functions,   if 
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not  originally  of  the  same  order,  can  thus  be  made  to  be  of  the  same  order ;  or  by 
taking  account  of  the  root  s=co,  we  may  in  the  original  case  regard  them  as  being 
of  the  same  order,  and  it  is  convenient  so  to  regard  them :  say  they  are  taken  to 
be  of  the  same  order  S.  And  there  is  clearly  no  loss  of  generality  in  taking  the 
three  functions  to  be  prime  to  each  other ;  for  any  common  factor  of  two  of  them 
would  divide  the  third,  and  might  therefore  be  struck  out. 

18.  We  may  therefore  write 

p=Fn(z-iy,   Q=GU(z-m)'',   n=Hn(s-ny, 

where  (s  —  ly  is  taken  to  denote  the  distinct  simple  or  multiple  factors  of  P,  and 
the  like  as  regards  Q  and  R;  the  factors  z—l,Z'-m,z~n  are  thus  all  of  them  different. 
And  we  have  8  =  Sp,  =Sg,  =2r. 

19.  It    is    at    once    seen    that   0   is   of    the   degree    28— 2,   and   moreover   that   it 
contains  the  factors  n(^—i)p~^,  n(s  — m)5~',  Yl{z  —  nY~';   hence  it  contains  the  factor 

Suppose  the  number  of  distinct  indices  p  is  =o-i,  that  of  distinct  indices  q  is  0-2,  and 
that  of  distinct  indices  r  is  c,;  then  the  degree  of  the  factor  is  =3S-o-,  —  o-j  — o-j; 
and  if  this  be  =  2S  —  2,  then  0  can  have  no  other  variable  factor :  viz.  if  the  numbers 
ffi,  o-a,  0-3  of  the  distinct  indices  p,  q,  r  respectively  are  such  that  ct,  +  o-,j  +  o-^  =  S  +  2, 
a  relation  which  is  henceforth  taken  to  be  satisfied,  then  we  have 

@  =  KU(s-  ly-'  (s  -  m)9-'  (z  -  ny-\ 

As  already  in  effect  remarked,  the  conclusion  extends  to  the  case  where  P,  Q,  R  are 
not  of  the  same  degree;  the  equation  P  +  Q+J2=0  here  implies  that  two  functions, 
say   P,   Q,   are   of    the   same   degree,   and  the   third   function   it  of  an   inferior   degree ; 

but,   this   being   so,  we   have   only   to    regard    R   as    containing   the   factor   (1 )     of 

the  degree  t  proper  for  raising  its  degree  up  to  that  of  P  or  Q. 

20.  Solutions   are  given   in    the   following  PQR-Tahle :    in   which,   where   required, 

the  proper  factor  (1 j    has  been  added;  the  first  column  headed  Re£  No.  (Reference 

Number)  will  be  explained  further  on.  The  Annex  to  the  same  Table  ^vill  also  be 
explained. 
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The  Differential  Equations  [x,  z]  and  {s,  x].     Art.  Nos.  21  to  45. 

21.  In  reference  to  what  follows,  it  is  convenient  to  put  P  —  XP^,  F'  =  X,Pf, 
where  P^  is  written  for  II  {s  —  Qp-',  the  g.C.m.  of  P  and  P' ;  and  X  is  consequently 
=  F  multiplied  by  the  product  II  {z  — I)  of  the  several  factors  taken  each  with  the  index 
unity;   and  so  for  Q  and  R:   viz.  we  write 

P,  Q,  R  =  XP„    YQ„    ZR„, 
F\  Q\  K'  =  X,P„   F,Q„,  ZA. 
and  the  foregoing  value  of  0  then  is 

0  =  KP„QA- 

We  come  now  to  the  investigation  of  the  leading  theorem.  Take  «,  6,  c  arbitrary, 
f,  g,  h  —  b—c,  c  —  a,  a  —  b;   F,  Q,  R  functions  of  2  as  above;   and  write 

/(^-a)  :  g(x~b)  :  h(x-c)  =  F  :  Q  :  R, 

equations,  which  are  consistent  with  each  other  and  determine  x  as  a  rational  function 
of  2.  Using,  as  before,  the  accent  to  denote  differentiation  in  regard  to  s.  and  taking 
the  coefficients  (a,  b,  c)  arbitrary,  it  is  required  to  iind  the  value  of 


[x,  z]  +  x'-  la,  b,  c  ,■ 
22.     Calculation  of  the  first  term  [x,  z]. 
We   have   a:  =  a   function  [0.^  + ^\-i-{y -p  +  h 


111 


I-     ^^ 
\R'  ']' 


for  a  moment;   then 

/F\  _FP'-RT      _P,Q,R„      ^P„Q. 
R'        '  Z'R^^   '        Z'R,' 

Substituting  the  values 

Po  =  n  (2  -  ly-',     Q,=  U(s-  m)s-,     iJ„  =  n  (2  -  ny-\     Z^U(z-  n), 


H^- 


,r+l 


-i- 


p—  1       Pi  —  1  q~l         5i  —  1  r+\         Ts 

3  —  1        z  —  I,        '"        z  —  m        z  —  nii        '"       z  —  n         z 
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where  it  is  to  be  observed  that 

X(p  -l)  +  X{q-l)-%{r+l),     =S-<7,  +  S-o-,-(S  +  ^,)  =  8-(r,-ff,-(r3  =  -2; 

consequently  the  function  is  diaphoric,  and  therefore  curtate. 

It  is  to  be  remarked  that  the  function,  although  presenting  itself  in  a  form 
unsymmetric  in  regard  to  the  factors  of  P  and  Q,  and  of  B,  is  really  symmetric 
as  regards  the  three  sets  of  factors ;  this  is  obvious  A  priori,  and  it  will  be  presently 
verified. 

23.     For  the  calculation  of  the  second  term 


V  '     '       " Xx  —  a'   x~b'    X  —  c)  ' 


f(x-a),  g{x-b),  h{x-c)  =  nP,  ilQ,  aR, 
where  fi  is  a  determinate  function  of  z;   hence 

Then    substituting    these    values,   by   reason   that   the   function   is   diaphoiic,   the    terms 
in   ^  disappear,  and  we  have 

V  X    z-l  z-m  z  —  nj 

We   have    2p=25  =  2'',   =8:    and   hence   by   what   precedes,  this  function,  considered  as 
a  function  of  the  inverts    — . ,  &c.,  is  diaphoric,  and  therefore  curtate. 

24.     We  have  therefore 
k»l+^-(.,  b,  o 


which  is 


a'   w  —  b' 


(5-0"         (2-m)"         (2-«n 


-ii^'^l 


,(.b,„...J.^, 


where  the  whole  function  on  the  right-hand  side  is  curtate, 
C.    XI. 
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25.     We  have  to  bring  the  function  on  the  right-hand  side  into  the  reduced  form 
a  A 

for  the  purpose  of  getting  rid  of  the  non-essential  inverts  (if  any). 
We  write 

_  f  -  J    i  T'  JlZ  1     . 
(«-()•  +  -    (2-i,)" 

viz.   z—l   here   denotes   any   particular   factor,   and   s—li   represents   any   other   factor   of 
the  same  set :   and  so  in  other  like  cases. 


-(p-l)-^(p-iy  +  ap=,     =}^{l-p^}  +  a.p^; 
which,   regarded  as   a   function   of  a  and  p,  is  represented   by   (a-p):    the 
;  are   used   only  to   avoid   ambiguity,  and   are   omitted   when  p   is   a   number, 
thus  al  =  a,  a2  =  — f+4a,  and  so  in  other  cases. 

27.  The  whole  term  in  -         comes  from 

2—1 (  Z—l 

1  1/1  1\.. 

J,   givmg 
I 

-r 

The  whole  coefHcient  thus  is 

-|-2aj)S'^-    -f-^(-a-b  +  c)S^^^+p(-a  +  b-c)2^-^^^. 

28.  Suppose  first  that  z  —  l  is  a  multiple  factor  of  P,  viz.  a  factor  with  an  index  p 
greater  than    1 :    then,   for  z  =  l,   we    have    Q-\-R  =  0,    Q'  +  R'  —  0,   and    thence     ji  —  -i3, 

We  have  therefore 
p(_a-b  +  c)S^f~^-t-^(-a  +  b-c)S^-^ 


^  I  -  n)  ' 
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moreover,    in    the    top    line,    the    terms    2 1^^    and   -Sr^—   destroy  each  other.     The 
Tvhoie  coefficient  of  -  -    ,,  when  e—l  is  a  multiple  factor  of  P,  thus  is 

-(.-')(^'fff'-Sr-».-^,--,.) 

a  form  which  is  now  symmetrical  in  regard  to  the  inverts  ,  —    and  . —  . 

•^  °  l  —  m  l  —  n 

2d.     The  value  just  obtained  must  be  equal  to 

jis-i  +  si'-'-T'  -U. 

l—m,  l- 

viz.  comparing  the  two  forms  and  reducing,  they  will  be  identical  if  only 

(1 -P  +  2ap)  js'?^'- s  til±£>t.s- s  i<l±iai=rt  .0, 

^       '  ■^'  (       i  — (,  l—m  l  —  n        \ 

and  it  can  be  shown  that  the  function  inside  the  [  }  is  in  fact  =0. 

30.     We   have,  as   before,  —y"-   =  2 -^ ;  or  writing  each  of  these  quantities  =<I>, 

the  equation  to  be  verified  is 

Wo  have 

£•_  r   ,  x-j.      _i. 
F    z-r     !-k'      f 

that  is, 

L    x{z-i)    J- 

The  first  derived  function  of  the  numerator  is  X{{z—l)-\-X-^  —  'pX\  which  for 
z  —  l  is  X^-pX',  which  is  =0;  and,  for  the  denominator,  it  is  X'{z--l)  +  X,  which 
is  also  =0.     Passing  to  the  second  derived  functions,  we  find 


v    Pi    _2Xi'  —  pX"      _Xi  —^pX" 
From  the  equation 


Hosted  by 


Google 


164  ON   THE   SCHWARZIAN    DBEIVATIVE  [745 

we  find  in  like  manner 

~  i-i,    J'  • 

and  we  thence  obtain  (s  being  always  =/) 

^,p+p,_X,' 
~    z-l,      X" 

so  that  the  equation  to  be  verified  becomes 

31.  But  from  the  equation  0,  =  PQ' - P'Q,  =KP,Q,R„,  we  find  XY,- .\\Y ^ KR„. 
and  then,  differentiating,  XFi'  +  X'F,  —  X,'}^-^iF'  =  iriit,':  writing  in  these  equations 
3  =  1,  they  become 

-X,Y  =  KR„ 

X-Y,-X^Y-X,Y'=KR,, 
so  that,  dividing  the  second  by  the  first, 

_x'Fj    x;     T  _Rl 

X^Y'^  X,^  Y~  R, ' 
—  =  —  ,  we  have 

x£_  f^_y^\   Q' 

X'~^\R„      Yj^Q- 

Xi'         /„r— 1      ^     1\      --,     7 

X       '   \     l~n         l  —  m/         l~m 


^{p  +  l)^-ptj—-p%. 


l~m' 
_l  ^ 

l- 


the  required  relation. 

32,  The   result   is   that,  s  —  I  being   a   multiple   factor   of  P,  the  coefficient   of  the 
1      . 

term      --.  is 

=  2(.p>[i(|+jj)-7-2^-4yJ. 

33.  In   the    case    where    s-l    is    a    simple   factor   of  P   we   have  j3  =  1,   and   the 
coefficient  is 

=  a(2r/-l.-S,-«-   -2.,-^)-(b-c)(s,   2-    -2/   ). 
\       (-£i         i-m         l  —  nj     ^  \    l  —  m         l—nj 
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S4 

..     Of 

course   the   foi'mute   for   the   coefficients 

of 

(1^0  •■'"■'  7 

by   a 

mere 

change 

of    letters,    tliose    for 

the 

coefficients    of 

(s- 

1 

_L 

- ;  and  the  function  in  question, 

(s-m)^ 

K.l+./.(a,b,„.-.Jj 

1 
-a' 

^  - 

I 

.4,)'. 

»„ow 

obtaii 

led  in  th 

e  required  fomi 

(up) 

^    (bs)_       ^    W 

...+ 

A 

!•■■ 

B 

+ . 

..  +  - 

— .   give  at   once. 


where  (ap)  denotes  ^(l-p')  +  ap^,  and  the  like  for  (hq)  and  (cr);  and  where,  ^-^ 
being  a  multiple  factor  of  P,  the  coefficient  A  contains  the  factor  {ap) ;  and  similarly 
for  B  and  C. 

35.     Suppose    that    the    coefficients    a,   b,   c    arc    no    one    of   them    =  0 ;    we   have 
al,    =  a,    which    does    not    vanish ;     that    is,    z  —  l    being    a    simple    factor    oi'   P,    the 

expression  contains  j ^ ,   or   the   invert   .  is  essential  i    and  similarly,  3  —  in  being 

a  simple    factor    of    Q,   ov   z  —  n    a    simple    factor    of    R,   the    inverts and 

are  essential.    But  for  s  -  ^  a  multiple  factor  of  P,  the  coefficient  (ap)  of  the  term      —  y, 

may   vanish,   viz.   this   will    be    the    case    if  a  =  ^l ^J;    and,   when    this    is   so,   the 

that   is,     —    is   a   non- 


coefficient   A    of  the    corresponding    term    -^^j   also  vanishes;    that   is,     ^-, 

essential   invert.     And   similarly   for   any  multiple  factor  s-m  of  Q  or  s~n  of  R,  the 

invert    or  may  be  non-essential, 

36.  If  P,  Q,  R  contain  each  of  them  only  multiple  factors  of  the  same  index, 
say  of  the  indices  p,  q,  r  for  the  three  functions  respectively,  viz.  if  the  functions 
are   F(Jliz—t)Y,   0(11  (2  — m))'',   H(U.{z  —  iC)f,   the   result   contains   only   the   six    terras 

written   down:   and  then,   if  a,   b,  c  are   =\\\ .J,  \\\ A,  \\^ -J   respectively 

the  i-esult  is  =  0 :   viz.  we  then  have 

\m,  sl  +  af'^fa,  b,  C  .-1—      ,    -  --,-,       — )  =  0, 
''     '^       V  Xx  —  a     <K-h'    x-cl 

or  we  in  fact  have,  for  the  values  in  question  of  a,  b,  c,  a  solution 

f{x-a)  :  g(a:-b)  :  h{^-c)  =  P  .  Q  :  R 

of  this  differential  equation  of  the  third  order. 
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37.  The  reasoning  applies  directly  to  lines  2,  3,  4,  5  of  the  FQR-Tah\e:  and 
with  a  slight  variation  to  line  1 ;  viz.  here  the  factors  of  Ji  (=~i^ z«)  are  all  simple 
factors,  but  in  virtue  of  c  =  0  and  a  =  b,  the  corresponding  inverts  disappear,  and,  the 
other  inverts  also  disappearing,  the  value  of  the  function  is  =0.  Hence  lines  1,  2, 
3,  4,  5  of  the  PQii-Table  give  each  of  them  a  result  =0,  for  the  values  of  (a,  b,  c) 
appearing  by  the  table  itself,  and  shown  explicitly  in  the  corresponding  line  of  the 
Annex. 

Thus  line  3  shows  that  the  function  a;,  determined  by 

satisiies 

,        ,  ,     ,,/4     3     4     Y    1  1  1    V     „ 

\y     o     9     AX  — a     x  —  bsc  —  cj 
and  so  foi'  any  other  of  the  five  lines. 

38,  The  indices  of  the  factors  of  P,  Q,  R  may  be  such  that,  for  proper  values 
of    the    coeificients    a,   b,   c,   there    are    in    all    only   three    essential    inverts,   say 

T^b  '  z  —  c  '  ^^^^S^^S  *o  the  three  functions  P,  Q,  R  respectively,  or  it  may  be 
two,  or  three,  of  them  to  the  same  function.  When  this  is  so,  the  function  of  these 
inverts  is,  by  what  precedes,  a  curtate  fimction,  and  it  is  consequently  a  function 


u, 


s~b,'    s  —  cj  ' 


where   a,,   hi,   Cj   are   the   values   of  the   three   which    do    not    vanish    in    the    series   of 
expressions  (ap),  (hq),  (or). 

The  remaining  lines  (III,  V,  VII,  VIII)  and  IX  to  XV  of  the  PQP-Table  give 
such  values  of  P,  Q,  R,  the  values  of  (a,  b,  c);  and  the  calculation  of  the  values  of 
(ill,  bi,  Ci)  is  shown  by  the  corresponding  lines  of  the  Annex.  And  we  have  thus 
values  of  a;  determined  by  the  equations 

f(x-a)  -.gix-b)  :  h(x-c)  =  P  :  Q  :  R, 
and  giving 

\  Xm-a     n-h     x-cl      V"  X2-11,'    2-6,'   z-cj 

39,     For  instance,  from  line  IX  we  have 

f{x-a)  :  g{x-b)  :  h{x-c}  =  (z-iy  :  -  (^  -  i)  (^  +  8)^  :  27^^(l-^], 

the   values   of   (a,   b,   e)   are   ^ ,    ^ ,    ^^ ;    a^d   since   P,   Q,   R    contain    factors   with    the 

exponents   3;    1,   2;    and   1,   2   respectively,   the    coefficients    which    present    themselves 
on  the  right-hand  side  are 

aS;  bl,  b2;  cl,  c2. 
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which  are 

3 

25'    50  ' 

Hence    wntmg    a„  b„    c,  =  -,    -,     ,-^, 

-;  and  the  result  is 

,       ,  j^    ,,  /4     3     12     Y    1  1  1    \-      /3      12     21     Y    1  1  ly 

>«.  ^]+^  {^.    J,    25-- (|^-— .   j:^j,    J3-J  =U'    25-    50'-fc^'    ^--5"'    ij- 

40.  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  remark  that  an  expression 

(.„b.,c.-.$^,  -L-,  -L.y 

V  As-Oj     s  —  Oj     s-x>  J 

in  fact  denotes 

ai  b.  -  a,  -  bi  +  C| 

The   particular   form   of  the  s  inverts  is   immaterial ;    we  could  by  a  general   linear 
1  I 

r— di'    z  —  h 

arbitrary;    or   we    can    give    to    the    Oi,   hi,   c,   any   particular  values   we   please:    there 
would   be   a   propriety  in   making  the   inverts   to  be  in  every  case  (as  in  the  foregoing 

example)   -,    —- — ,    -^^',    but  the   numerical   work   would   be   troublesome,   and   it   is 

not  worth  while  to  effect  it. 

41.  The    conclusion    is    that    lines    {III,   V,   VII,   VIII)    and    IX    to    XV    of   the 
PQfi-Table,  give,  for  determinate   values  of  (a,  b,  c)  and  {a,,  b,,  c,),  solutions 

f(x-a)  :  g(x-b)  :  h(x--c)  =  P  :  Q  :  R 
of  the  equation 

'       '  V  Ax-a     x  —  b     x~c/       \  Az  —  a,z~o,z  —  c,/ 

where   a,   b,   c,  a„   bi,  Ci   are   or   can   be   made   arbitrary,  but   without   any   real   gain  of 
generality  herein.     This  is  the  Differential  Equation   [a:,  z\. 

42.  Recurring  to   the   results   from   the    Arabic   lines   of   the    PQS-Table,   but    for 
convenience   writing  s  instead  of  z,  we   have 

fix-a)  :  gix-h)  :  k(x-c)=P  :  Q  :  R, 

where  P,  Q,  R  are  now  functions  of  s,  a  solution  of 

'       '      \dsj  V  Xx-a     x-b     x-c) 

But  we  have 

f'--i--(|)"k.»i, 
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and  the  foregoing  is  therefore  a  solution  of 

Is.  ,^}=:fa,  b,  c  .-.((—   ,    ~^,    ^-Y, 
'       '      \  X.^-a     x  —  bx-c/ 

a  differential  equation  of  the  third  order.     This  is  the  Differential  Equation   {s,  x}. 

43.     From  the  Roman  lines,  if  we  assume 

/(i-o)  :  <,(x-b)  :  h(x-c}  =  <ii   :  a-.X 

where   i^,   Cl,   9J   are   functions   of  a,   not   the   same    functions   that   P,    Q,   R   are    of    s, 
since  they  belong  to  a  different  line  of  the  Table :  we  have,  as  before, 


-(ST(-^--]t^...^.^)'=(-^--^I 


44.  We  may  combine  any  such  result  with  a  properly  selected  result  of  the 
preceding  system,  the  two  results  being  such  that  (a,  b,  c)  have  the  same  values  in 
each  of  them.  (See  as  to  this  the  foot-note  referring  to  the  Annex  to  the  PQR- 
Table.)     The  last  equation  then  becomes 

or  since 
this  is 

the   corresponding  relation   between   a,   s   being  of    course    obtained    by    the    elimination 
of  X  from  the  two  sets  of  equations 

f{a:-a)  :  g{x-b)  :  k{x-c)  =  P  ■  Q  :  R,  a.ndf(x-a)  :  g(x-b)  :  A  (^  -  c)  =  *-«  :  O  :  S; 

viz.  the  required  relation  is 

P  :  Q  :  ii  =  a!  :  C  :  9f, 

where  P,  Q,  R  ai-e  functions  of  s ;   *|J,  £1,  K  functions  of  s ;   and,  in  virtue  of 

P  +  Q  +  R  =  0,    ^ii  +  €i+dt  =  0, 

the    relations    are    equivalent    to    a    single    equation    between    z    and    s.     And    writing 
finally  X  in  place  of  z,  that  is,  now  considering  ^,  Q,  9{  as  functions  of  x,  we  have 

*li  ;  a  :  3(=P  :  g  :  ii 
as  a  solution  of 


i.,  »ri  =  (a., 


a   ditferential   equation   of  the   thii-d  order  of  the  foregoing  form,  [s,  x]  =  given   function 
of  X,  but  with  different  values  of  the  coefficients,  (ai,  b,,  Ci)  instead  of  (a,  b,  c). 
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45.  It  thus  appears  that  there  are  in  all  16  sets  of  values  of  (a,  h,  c),  for 
which  the  equation  is  solved,  viz.  the  16  sets  of  values  are  shown  in  the  right- 
hand  column  of  the  Annex.  For  greater  clearness  I  exhibit  the  integral  equations 
as  follows: 


Functions  of  x. 

PuDctiona  of  s. 

1 

f{x-a)  -.gix-l)   -hix-e) 

=     F   -.Q   :  S  (l) 

Polygon 

I 

(2) 

Double  Pyramid 

II 

(3) 

Tetrahedron 

III 

4a;  :  -{x-^\f  :  {x-lf 

(3) 

IV 

/{a,-a):ffix-b)      :h(x~c) 

(*) 

Cube  and  Octahedron 

V 

<^-l)=    :  -(^■+1)=    :  ix 

(*) 

» 

VI 

/(x~a)  -.ffi^-h)     :  k{:c-c) 

(5) 

Dodecahedron  and  IcosaLedi-on 

vn 

ix             :  ~{x  +  ir  :  {x-ir 

(5) 

VIII 

(a^-l)=    :  -i^  +  ir  ■■  4^ 

(5) 

IX 

P               :   Q                  :   R        (IX) 

(5) 

X 

(X) 

(5) 

XI 

(XI) 

(5) 

XII 

(XII) 

(3) 

XIII 

(XIII) 

(5) 

XIV 

(XIV) 

(5) 

XV 

(XV) 

(5) 

The   values   of    the   F,    Q,   R   as    functions    of   x,   or   of   s,   are    taken    out    of    the 
PQie-Table :   only  in  the  lines  III,  V,  VII,  VIII,  where  P,  Q,  iJ  are  given  as 

=  4s,  -(^  +  l)^  (^-ly, 

and  where,  as  regards  V  and  VIII,  there  is  a  transposition  of  P  and  R,  I  have 
inserted  the  actual  values  of  the  fl;-functions.  (See  as  to  this  the  foot-note  referring 
to  the  Annex.) 

The  Schwarzian  Theory.     Art.  Nos.  46  to  62. 
46.     Considering  the  foregoing  equation 


,  4  =  (a,,  b„  c,  .■■][^3^^,  -^z^h^'  :r- 


as   a   particular   case   of    the   equation    js,  x]  =  Rational   function   of  »,   =R  (x)  i 
then  we  have  in  1,  I,  II,  IV,  VI  solutions  of  the  form  ic  =  Rational  function  of  s 
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Consider,  in  general,  a  solution  of  this  form,  x  =  F(s)  a  rational  function  of  s :  then 
s  is  an   irrational   function   of  x,  and   if  s,,  s^   are   any  two  of  its  values,  js,,  x]  =  B(x), 

{s„  a:]^B{a!);    that   is,    [s,.  ^  =  (s,,  a^},   and   therefore   {ante.   No.   1)    s,  =  ^^^^,.      And 

csi  +  a 

then  x  =  F(s,)  =  f(^'^^,  =F(s,):  viz.  F(s)  is  a  rational  function  of  s,  transform- 
able  into   itself   by  the   transformation  s  into    —-,;    aod   it    is    moreover    clear    that 

between  any  two  roots  s  whatever  of  the  equation  a:=F(s)  there  exists  a  homographic 
relation  of  the  form  in  question.  Further,  it  is  clear  that  these  homographic  trans- 
formations form  a  group;  and  consequently  that  F(s)  is  a  rational  function  of  s, 
transformable  into  itself  by  the  several  homographic  transformations  of  a  group  of 
such  transformations  i  viz.  taking  «  to  be  a  rational  function  of  s,  it  is  only  in  the 
case  x  =  F{s},  a  function  of  the  form  in  question,  that  [s,  x]  can  be  equal  to  a 
rational  function  of  x. 

47.  We  may,  in  any  equation  between  w  and  s,  consider  these  as  imaginary 
variables  p  +  qi  and  u  +  vi  respectively ;  considering  then  {p,  q)  and  (u,  v)  as  rect- 
angular coordinates  of  points  in  different  planes,  we  have  a  iirst  plane  the  locus  of 
the  points  x,  and  a  second  plane  the  locus  of  the  points  s :  there  is  between  the 
two  planes  a  correspondence  which  is  in  fact  the  correspondence  of  conformable 
figures:  to  the  infinitesimal  element  dx  drawn  from  a  point  a:  of  the  first  figure 
corresponds  an  infinitesimal  element  ds  drawn  from  the  corresponding  point  a  of  the 
second  figure,  these  elements  being  in  general  connected  by  an  equation  of  the  form 
ds  =  (a  +  bi)  dx,  where  a  and  b  are  functions  of  a:  or  s ;  and  this  signifies  that,  to  obtain 
the  pencil  of  infinitesimal  elements  or  radii  ds  proceeding  in  different  dii'ections  from 
the  point  s,  we  alter  in  a  determinate  ratio  the  absolute  lengths  of  the  infinitesimal 
elements  or  radii  proceeding  from  the  corresponding  point  a>,  and  rotate  the  pencil 
through  a  determinate  angle :  this  ratio  and  angle  of  rotation,  or  say,  the  Auxesis 
and  the  Streblosis,  being  of  course  variable  from  point  to  point.  Or,  what  comes  to  the 
same  thing,  if  dx  and  d^x  be  consecutive  elements  of  the  path  of  the  point  x,  and 
ds,  diS  the  corresponding  consecutive  elements  of  the  path  of  the  point  s,  then  the 
ratio  of  the  lengths  of  the  elements  du,  d^x  is  equal  to  that  of  the  lengths  of  the 
elements  ds,  d,s;  and  the  mutual  inclination  of  the  first  pair  of  elements  is  equal 
to  that  of  the  second  pair  of  elements  In  particular,  if  at  any  point  the  path  of  x 
is  a  curved  line  without  abrupt  change  of  direction,  then  at  the  corresponding  point 
the  path  of  s  is  a  curved  line  withimt  abiupt  change  of  direction.  In  what  precedes, 
we  have  the  relation  at  ordinary  points,  but  there  may  be  critical  corresponding 
points  {x,  s),  the  relation  at  a  critical  point  between  the  corresponding  elements  rfjc, 
ds  being  of  the  form  ds=(a+bi)(dx)'',  (\  a  positive  integer  or  fraction):  here  the 
angle  between  two  elements  ds  is  =X  times  that  between  the  two  elements  dx;  or, 
if  the  path  of  the  point  x  through  the  critical  point  is  without  abrupt  change  of 
direction,  say  if  the  angle  between  the  two  consecutive  elements  is  the  flat  angle  tt, 
then  the  angle  between  the  two  consecutive  elements  ds  is  =Xir:  viz,  there  may  be 
in  the  path  of  the  point  s  an  abrupt  change  of  direction. 
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48.     I    consider    the    foregoing    equation    [s,   x]=Il(a:),   where   R(a;)    is  a    rational 

function,   and   is   now   taken   to   be   a  real    function    of   x:    we   may   assume  s'  =  ip'6'e'^, 

where   the   aecents   denote   differentiation    in   regard   to   x,   and   where  p',   6,  and   there- 
fore also  ff,  are  real  functions  of  u:.     We  have 


7-S)'=^:-(?)"+y-(?J 


4  r*    +l»--w-'»"-''y^. 


P_Z_  _  -LI 
-  p-ff     '  p' 

Putting  this  =  R  {x),  and  assuming  that  x  is  reaJ,  we  have 


.IH^.-l  +  C.-l  +  i""-''^-    ^. 


=  0,    that    is,    6'—0,    which    gives 


'  P 


The  last  equation  gives  p"ff  ^0,  that  is,  ^'=0,  which  gives  s' =  0,  and  may 
disregarded ;  or  else  p"  -  0,  therefore  p,  a  real  constant,  =  7  suppose,  and  [p,  x]=0: 
hence  for  the  solution  of  the  equation  (s,  x]=R  (x),  we  have  s'  =  i^ffe^,  9  a  real 
quantity  determined  by  [6,  x]+^e'^  =  R{!e):  and  then,  integrating  the  equation  for  s', 
we  have  s  =  a  +  ^i  +  ye'«,  a,  yS,  7  real   constants. 

49.  The  conclusion  is  that,  if  {s,  x]=R  {x).  a  real  function  of  x,  and  if  x  be 
real,  that  is,  if  the  point  x  move  along  a  right  line  (say  the  a;-line),  then  s  =  a  +  /3i  +  75^ 
{8,  and  the  constants  a,  /9,  7,  being  real),  that  is,  the  point  s  moves  in  a  circle, 
coordinates  of  the  centre  a,  0,  and  radius  =7, 


50.     Suppose   a,   b,  c   are   any  real   values   of  x   representing   points   a,  b,  c   on   the 
a;-line;    and   A,   B,   C  any   given    imaginary   values   of   5    representing    points   A,   B,   C 

22—2 
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in  the  s-plane :  since  {s,  x}  =Ii  (a;)  is  a  differential  equation  of  the  third  order,  the 
integral  contains  three  arbitrary  constants,  and  we  may  imagine  these  so  determined 
that  to  the  values  x  =  a,  b,  c  shall  correspond  the  values  s  =  A,  B,  C  respectively. 

If  there  is  not  on  the  x-lme  any  critical  point,  as  the  point  x  moves  continu- 
ously along  this  line  the  point  s  will  move  continuously  along  a  circle,  which  (in- 
asmuch as  a,  b,  c  and  A,  B,  C  are  corresponding  points)  must  be  the  circle  through 
the  three  points  A,  B,  G*. 

51.  If  however  the  points  a,  b,  c  are  critical  points,  such  that  the  element  ds 
at  the  corresponding  points  A,  B,  G  are  equal  to  multiples  of  {dx)^,  {daiy-,  (dxy  re- 
spectively, then  to  the  flat  angles  ir  at  a,  b,  c  correspond  in  the  path  of  s  the 
angles  Xtt,  /jTr,  vtt  at  the  points  A,  B,  G  respectively ;  anJ,  assuming  that  a,  b,  c 
are  the  only  critical  points  on  the  ic-line,  the  path  of  s  is  made  up  of  the  three 
circular  arcs  CA,  AB,  BG  meeting  at  angles  \7r,  fiir,  vtt  respectively.  The  arcs  are 
completely  determined  by  these  conditions ;  for  supposing  the  arc  BG  to  make  with 
the  chord  BG,  at  the  points  B  and  C,  the  angles  f,  f,  and  similarly  the  arcs  GA 
and  AB  to  make  with  the  corresponding  chords  the  angles  g,  g  and  A,  k,  then  the 
conditions  give  Xir,  /liw,  vn-  =  /:A  + g -^-h,  zB  +  k+f,  zG+f+g,  where  the  angles 
referred  to  are  those  of  the  rectilinear  triangle  ABG:  we  have  thus  the  values  of 
f,  g,  k;  and  the  arc  BG  is  the  are  on  the  chord  BG  meeting  it  at  angles  f,  f: 
and  the  like  as  regards  the  arcs   GA  and  AB  respectively, 

52.  The  foregoing  equation 

[s,  ^S,=  fa,  b,  e  .-.(f^-,   -\,   -—-]\ 
V  Ax-ax-bx  —  cJ 

where  a,  b,  c  have  the  values  i  (1  -  X^),  ^  (1  -  /j,^).  i  (1  -  v%  and  \,  fi,  v  are  real  and 
positive,  has  x  =  a,  b,  c  for  critical  points  of  the  kind  in  question.  In  fact,  writing 
x—a=h,  the  equation  is  of  the  form 

which  is  satisiied  by 

d  ,      ds         1  +  X     ,       ,  ,      ,  , 

a'''S3j=--r +'•+'■*+''■''+•••• 

we  thence  obtain  an  integral  of  the  form 

s  =  kh-''(l+kji +kJi'+ ...),     =k<j>  for  shortness. 
This  is  a  particular  integral,  but  we  have  from  it  the  general  integral 


•-  Sme«  there  m  no  ciitiral  pont  tn  Ihe  j- line  there  tan  be  no  abrupt  diangc  uf  direotiun  in  the  path 
of  s  that  11  the  path  of  i  cannot  (.onsist  of  eiieular  aies  meeting  at  an  aaf,ie  but  it  is  in  the  test 
further  ShBumed  that  the  path  of  s  cannot  uonaiht  of  diSercnt  arcs  of  cirtle  the  fne  eontinnma  the  other 
nithout  any  abrupt  change  of  direction 
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If  A  be  the  value  of  s  corresponding  to  /t  =  0,  then  ^  =  BA,  and  we  find 

viz.  reducing  -j  to  its  principal  term  h*-,  and  then  writing  ds,  dx  for  s~A,  and  h(=x  —  a) 

respectively,   we   have   ds  =  K  {dxy,   or   x  =  a  is   a  critical   point   with   the   exponent   \ ; 
and  similarly  x  =  b  and  a;  =  c  are  critical  points  with  the  exponents  ju.  and  v  respectively. 

53.     Hence  in  the  equation 


,     iCj: 


[a,  b,  c  . 


as  the  point  x,  passing  successively  through  a,  b,  c,  describes  the  a^-line,  the  point  s, 
passing  successively  through  A,  B,  C,  describes  the  sides  AB,  BC,  CA  of  the  curvilinear 
triangle  ABC.  To  points  x  indefinitely  near  the  a^-line  correspond  points  s  indefinitely 
near  the  boundary  AB,  BG,  CA  of  the  triangle,  viz.  to  points  x  indefinitely  near  to 
and  on  one  side,  suppose  the  upper  side,  of  the  «-line,  correspond  the  points  s 
indefinitely  near  to  and  within  the  boundary  of  the  triangle :  and  in  like  manner  to 
whole  series  of  the  points  x  on  the  same  upper  side  of  the  iC-line,  correspond  the 
whole  series  of  points  s  inside  the  triangle. 

54.  We  have  attended  so  fai-  only  to  one  of  the  points  s  which  con-espond  to 
a  given  point  x,  but  eoosideiing  the  set  of  points  s  which  correspond  to  the  same 
point  X,  we  have  in  the  s-plane  entire  circles  forming  by  their  intersections  curvilinear 
triangles  ABC,  ABC,  &c. ;  we  have  thus  two  systems,  say  ABC,  &c.,  and  ABC,  &c., 
of  triangles,  such  that  to  a  point  x  on  the  upper  side  of  the  aj-line  coiTespond 
points  s,  one  of  them  within  each  of  the  triangles  ABC,  &c.,  and  to  a  point  x  on 
the  lower  side  of  the  a;-line  correspond  points  s,  one  of  them  within  each  of  the 
triangles  ABC,  &c. ;  and  so  consequently  that,  to  the  two  half-planes  on  opposite  sides 
of  the  a:-line,  correspond  the  two  sets  of  triangles  ABC,  &c.,  and  ABC,  &c.,  respectively. 

55.  In  order  that  the  relation  s  and  x  may  be  an  algebraical  one,  it  is  necessary 
that  the  two  sets  of  triangles  should  completely  cover,  once  or  a  finite  number  of 
times,  the  whole  of  the  s-plane :  and  this  implies  that  the  angles  \-rr,  /att,  vrr  have 
certain  determinate  values;  and,  in  fact,  that  dividing  the  surface  of  a  sphere  into 
triangles,  each  with  these  angles,  the  curvilinear  triangles  ABC,  ABC,  &c.,  are  the 
stereographic  projections  of  these  triangles.  It  was  by  such  considerations  as  these 
that  Schwarz,  in  the  Memoir  of  1873,  p.  323,  obtained  the  series  of  values  I  to  XV 
of  X,  ij.,  V,  giving  for  a,  b,  c,  =4{1-X^),  J{l-/t=),  ^{l-v"),  the  series  of  values 
mentioned  in  the  Annex  of  the  PQfl-Table :  and  thus  showed  ti  prioH  that  the  equation 


,  x]  =(a,  b,  e  .■.A; 


1_         1  I 

—  a'   x—b'   x  —  c 


is   algebraically   integrable   ibr   these   values   of    a,   b,   c ;    and   only   for   these   values, 
for  values  reducible  to  them. 
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56.     As  an  instance,  take  the  double  pyramid  form :   the  integral  equation  is 

/{"-«)  :  Si"-*')  ■■  h{^-c)-is'  :  -(»•-!)=  :  (s"  +  l)-, 
or  say 

(o-6)(«-o)        (»"  +  l)-' 


if,   for   greater  simplicity,  we   assume   a,  b,  c  =  l,   0, 


(s"  +  l)=' 


-(s"— I)  =  vai(5"4-l),  that  is,  s"  =  — -  -      ,  a  solution  of  the  differential  equation 
In  particular,  if  «  =  3,  we  have  *=(tv"i)  '^^  ^'- J='  ^  solution  of 


(.   .l  =  f?     *     3 


57.  We  have  here  the  spherical  surface  divided  by  the  equator  and  three  meridians 
into  twelve  triangles,  each  with  the  angles  J-w,  ^tt,  ^tt  :  and  then,  projecting  from  the 
South   pole  on   the   plane   of  the   equator,  we   have   the   annexed   figure   of  the   s-plane, 


P^      ']■ 


divided  into  12  curvilinear  triangles,  each  with  these  same  angles  90",  90°,  60°;  the 
plane  is  divided  by  the  shading  into  two  systems,  each  of  6  triangles.  The  figure 
of  the  ai-plane  is  by  the  it-line  divided  into  two  half-planes,  one  shaded,  the  other 
unshaded ;  and  we  have  on  the  line  the  point  c  at  oo ,  a  at  the  origin,  and  b  at 
the  distance  unity. 
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58.  Take  x  real;  then,  if  x  is  positive  and  less  than  1,  !?  is  real  and  positive, 
and  we  have  for  s  the  infinite  half-lines  at  the  inclinations  0",  120°,  240",  while  if 
X  is  positive  and  greater  than  1,  a"  is  real  and  negative,  and  we  have  the  infinite 
half-lines  at   the   inclinations   60°,  180°,  300°.     If  x   is  real   and   negative,  then  s^   is   of 

the    form   y^^M'  =G'3S^  +  isin^;  whence   s   is   of  the   same   form,  or   the   locus   of  the 

l-V^ 
pomt  s   is   a   circle  radius   unity.     Writing  s^  = ,  and   supposing   that   the  point  w 

1  +\'x 
moves    along  the  «-line  from   b  through  a  to    c  at    —  <x> ,  and    then    from    c    at    +  jo    to  &, 
the  point  s  describes  the  sides  BA,  AG,  OB  of  the  shaded  triangle  marked  K. 

59.  Suppose  that  the  point  x  is  at  k,  in  the  shaded  half-plane  at  an  indefinitely 
small  distance  from  a ;  say  we  have  a;  =  —  2icH,  (k  small),  then  taking  for  ^x  the  value 
«(l-i),  we  have  s' =  y— ^^^j^^ ,  =l-2A;(l-i)  nearly,  and  hence  a  value  of  s  is 
=  l~^K  +  ^Ki,  which  belongs  to  a  point  K  near  A,  and  within  the  shaded  triangle: 
we  have  thus,  in  respect  of  this  value  of  s,  the  shaded  half  of  the  a^-plane  corre- 
sponding to  this  shaded  triangle.  To  the  same  value  x  =  -  2icH,  correspond  in  all  six 
values  of  s,  giving  six  points  K  each  lying  near  a  point  A  within  one  of  the  shaded 
triangles;  and  hence  the  shaded  half-plane  coiTesponds  to  the  six  shaded  triangles,  and 
the  unshaded  half-plane  corresponds  to  the  six  unshaded  triangles. 

60.  Suppose  the  equation  is 

K  :.]  =  (a,  b.  c  .-.Jj:^.    ^]_j^.   j^J, 
that  is, 

_-{h-c.){c-a){ii-b)  (         a  b  c         ^ 


-b)  /         a 


-h.x  — 


a,  b,  c   are   real,  but   «.,  h,  c  are   imaginary.     It  is  to  be  shown  that,  if  the  path 
is   the   circle   passing   through   the   points   a,  h,  c,   then   the   path   of  s  is   a   circle 
through  the  corresponding  three  points. 


61.  We  may  find  a,  0,  y,  0„,  0,,  0^.  such  that  a,  h,  c  are  —  a.  +  0i  +  y^'^,  a  +  ^i -i- y^'^, 
a  +  ffi+  ye^-''  (this  is,  in  fact,  finding  a  and  /3  the  coordinates  of  the  centre,  and  y  the 
radius  of  the  circle  through  the  three  points  a,  b,  c):  we  then  have  a!  =  a  +  ffi  +  ye^, 
0  a  variable  parameter,  the  equation  which  expresses  that  the  point  x  is  situate  on 
the  circle  in  question. 

We  have  w -  a  =  y (e^ -  e-^'f),  =-yeS'«+«»>  {e!'«-«.i'-e-i'*-«''') ;  the  second  factor  is 
isin^{$—$a),  =iP  suppose,  or  the  equation  is  x  —  a^iPye^^^'^^"''-,  say 

a!-a  =  iPysyL-^\^{e  +  e^). 
Similarly  a;-6  =  iQ7  expif  (^-f^.),  and  x-G^iily  %^Y^^{e +  e,);   where  P,  Q,  R  denote 
B\u^{6~6f,),  sin^(^  — ^i),  sin  J (d*  — ^2)  respectively.    In  like  manner,  we  have  6-c,  c~a, 
a~b,  ^iFyex^i^  ($,  +  $,),  iGy  expi  ^ (d^  +  0,),  iffy  eaijii  ^  (8,  +  $,),  where  F,  G,  H  denote 
sin^(^,-^,),  sui^{e,-e,),  sini(^„-^i)  respectively. 
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We  have 

b  —  c.c  —  a.a  —  b     —  FGH       -  ,  ,a    .a    .  n      o/i\ 
x-a.x  —  h.x  —  c       PQR       ^   ^^  ' 


with   tho   like   vahies   for — - — r   a-nd    ; .     Hence   the    right-haad    side    of 

c-a.x-b  a  —  b.x-c  ^ 

the  equation  is 

FGH  /  a    ,    b    ,     c  \        .  ,    „^, 

62.     Considering  now  the  left-hand  side  of  the  equation,  we  have 

\de) 

substituting  ti5r  x  its  value  =a  +  ffi  +  ye^,  this  becomes 


r 

^L+Mi  +  Ne^,  L,  M,  and  N  constants;  then  using  the  accent  to  denote 
differentiation  in  regard  to  6,  we  find  without  difficulty  [s,  &]  =  [%,  6]+^®'^  and  the 
value  of  [s,  x\  becomes 

=  _ i  A@,  e\  +  ^0'^ - 1\  expi (-  20). 

Hence,   substituting   the   values   of   the    two   sides   of    the    equation,   the   imaginary 
foctor  expi  (—  %d)  divides  out,  and  the  equation  becomes 

i®-«i+i'^"-*=-^f(w+eVis)' 

an   equation,   in    which    everything    is    real    and    which    thus    determines    0    as    a   real 
function  of  0;   and  we  have  therefore  the  theorem  in  question. 


Connexion  vnth  the  differential  equation  for  the  hypergeometric  series.     Art.  Nos.  63  to  68. 

63.     Take  p,   q   given   functions   of   x,   and   y   a   function   of  w   determined   by   the 
equation 

d^y        dy  „ 
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again  /*,  Q  given  functions  of  s,  and  v  a  function  of  s  determined  by  the  equation 

asr         as 
and  assume 

y  —  ■wv. 

Substituting  this  value  of  p  in  the  first  equation,  we  obtain  for  v  an  equation 
of  the  second  order  (the  coefficients  of  which  contain  w),  and  we  inay  make  this 
identical  with  the  second  equation ;  viz.  comparing  the  coefficients  of  the  two  equations, 
we  thus  have  two  equations  each  containing  w;  and  by  eliminating  w  we  obtain  a 
differential  equation  of  the  third  order  between  z  and  x.  This  is,  in  fact,  the  basis 
of  Kumnier's  theory  for  the  transformation  of  a  hypergeometric  series :  the  equation 
between  s,  x  will  be  found  presently  in  a  different  manner. 

64.  But  if  with  Schwaxz,  instead  of  making  the  equation  obtained  for  v  as  above 
identical  with  the  given  equation  for  v,  we  merely  assume  that  the  two  equations  are 
consistent,  then  there  is  nothing  to  determine  the  value  of  z,  which  may  be  regarded 
as  an  arbitrary  function  oi  x\  y  and  v  are  then  functions  of  x,  and  w  denotes  the 
quotient  y-i-v  of  these  two  functions,  and  as  such  satisfies  an  equation  the  fonn  of 
which  will  depend  on  the  assumed  relation  between  z  and  x.  In  particular,  if  P  and 
Q  denote  the  same  functions  of  z  that  p  and  q  are  of  ic ;  and  if  > 
P,  Q  will  become  —p,  q  respectively:   the  given  equation  in  v  will  be 


and  V)  will  thus  denote  the  quotient  of  any  two  solutions  of  the  equation 


viz.  writing  X  =  p-  +  2  -7-  —  45,  then,  by  what  precedes,  the  equation  for  w  will  be 

|»,  ^]  =-  IX. 

65.  Returning  now  to  Kummer's  problem,  and  considering  y,  0  as  solutions  of 
the  two  differential  equations  respectively,  w  is  a  function  independent  of  the  particulai' 
solutions   denoted   by  these  letters :   we  have   y  =  ivv,  and  taking  any  other   two  solutions 

we  have  yi  —  wv„  so  that  —  =  — ;    calling  each   of  these   equal   quantities   s,  we   have  s 

denoting   the    quotient   of    two   solutions   of    the   equation    in   y,   and   also   the    quotient 

'  dz 

\s,x\^-\X,      {s,z}=-hZ, 
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we  obtain 

as   the   required   equation   for    the   determination   of  s   as  a  function   of  «.     The  process 
does  not  give  the  value  of  w,  but  this  can  be  I'ound  without  difficulty,  viz. 

ax 

If  z,  X   are    regarded    each    of   them    as    a   function  of  the  new  independent  variable 
6,  then  the  equation  is 

66.     Jacobi's  differential  equation   of  the  thii^d  order  for  the  transformed  modulus  \, 
Fimd.  Nova.  p.  78,  [Ges.   Werke,  t.  i,  p.  132],  is 

3  {k'^X"^  -  X'"-k-'^)  -  2k'\'  (k-\"'  -  \'k"')  +  k'^-"-  j Q-^^j  k'-  ~  f^;^)'  X'-^l  =  0, 

where   the   accents   denote   differentiations  in   regai-d   to  an  independent  variable   6 :   viz. 
dividing  by  2k'^'\  this  becomes 

which    is    thus    a    particular    case   of    Ku miner  a   equation,   k,   X    corresponding   to    x,   s 
respectively,  and  the  value.s  of  X,  Z  being 


^-(l^P^--(^T 


67.     In   the  case  of  the  hypergeometric  series,  the  two  differential   equations  of  the 
second  order  are 

ii*y  ,  T-(«  +  l3  +  l)iC    dji  _     aBtl 
lia?"^        ii.\-x 


rf^  ,  7'-(a'+>3'  +  l)3  dv 
d2'  "•"     ~~z~A 
Hence 


E-^.a^^-O- 


i> 


7(«  +  (l-»))-fa  +  /9+l)»_y     T,-a-/3-l 
a,.l~x  x  \~:t 


and  hence 


.,.  4.  9  *  -  1„  -  T'-^T  ,  (7-a-/3-iy  +  2(,-a-|3-l)     fa/i  +  2Tfa-a-/?  -  1) 
'   '^     rb       '         a?      ^  (!-»■)■  »■.!-«       "     ' 

'iz.  writing 

^'-(1-7)'.  a=i{l-n 

^•-(a-W,  b.i(l-;a'), 

,>=(7_„_/j).,  c=i(l-„>), 
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and  putting  in  the  formula  ce—l,  =~(1  —  x),  we  have 

^  V  d^         J  «  (■'■■  - 1)  x.x-\ 

_a  e  -a  +  b  — e 


=  (a,  b,  0  . 


VI         1 


with  a  like  formula  for  }  (P"  +  2  jj  -  4,^") .     Wo  then  have 

y  =WV: 

vf  -  Car»  ( 1  -  «)r-.-»-.  jv'  (1  _  a)-r'+.'*»  «  J , 

and  the  differential  equation  of  the  third  order  for  the  determination  of  3  is 

(.,  .l  +  (a„  b,.  0.  ,f-.    -^-  ,     -^y  {j4-(a,  b,  c  .-.p,    -^.    -U'  =  0. 

where   a,,   bi,   Ci   are    the   same   fiiaetioii-j    of    a,   0',   y    which   a,   b,   c   are   of    a,   ^,   7. 
This  is,  in  effect,  Kummer's  equation  for  the  transformation  of  the  hypergeometric  series, 

68.     And   in   like   manner   the   Schwarzian   equation  for  the  determination   of  s,  the 
quotient  of  two  solutions,  is 


PART  II.     THE  POLYHEDRAL    FUNCTIONS. 

Origin  and  Properties.     Art.  Nos.  69  to  80. 

69.     The   functions    in    lines    1, . . . ,  5    of    the    PQfl-Table    are    connected    with    the 
forma : 

Polygon  or 

Double  Pyramid*, 

Tetrahedron, 
Octahedron  and  Cube, 
Dodecahedron  and  Icosahedron, 

(these   figures   being   regarded   as   situate   on   a   spherical   surface),  and   with    the   stereo- 
graphic  projections  of  these  figures. 

*  Piof.    Elein    legarde    1    as    belongiiig    to    the   polygon    and    2   to   the   double  pyramid :    it   seems   to  me 
that  the  tundajnental  figure,  to  which  1  and  2  each  ot  them  belong,  is  tlie  polygOD. 

23—2 
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Consider  a  spheiical  surface  and  upon  it  any  number  of  points :  take  at  pleasure 
any  point  as  South  Pole,  this  determines  the  plane  of  the  equator ;  and  the  stereo- 
gi-aphic  projection  of  any  point  is  the  intersection  with  the  plane  of  the  equator  of 
the  line  joining  the  point  with  the  South  Pole. 

To  fix  the  ideas  take  the  radius  of  the  sphere  as  unity:  let  the  axes  of  ^  and  >j 
be  drawn  in  the  plane  of  the  equator  in  longitudes  0''  and  90'  respectively,  and  the 
axis  of  z  upwards  through  the  North  Pole:  the  position  of  a  point  on  the  sphere 
is  determined  by  means  of  its  N.P.D.  6  and  longitude  f:  moreover  we  take  X,  Y,  Z 
for  the  coordinates  of  the  point  on  the  surface,  and  x,  y  for  those  of  its  projection ; 
and  we  then  have 

X,   F,  Z=sin^cos/,  sin  ^  sin/,  cos^; 


and  conversely, 


Y^-'Z^^^^^-^'^°'^f-     2/  =  j:p^=tani^sin/ 


X,    Y.  Z=1x,  2y,  l-ufl^f,  ^  (I  Jr  of -^  f). 


We  represent  the  point  (X,  Y,  Z)  on  the  spherical  surface  by  means  of  the 
magnitude  x  +  iy,  =t&i\\6{ao&f+i&vaf),  or  say  by  the  linear  factor,  s  —  (x  +  iy):  and 
similarly  any  system  of  points  on  the  surface  by  means  of  the  system  of  magnitudes 
X  +  iy,  or  say  by  the  function  11  \s  —  {x  +  iy)},  denoting  in  this  manner  the  product  of 
the  linear  factors  which  correspond  to  the  different  points  respectively. 

70.  It  will  presently  appear  that,  if  (considering  a  different  stereographie  pro- 
jection, that  is,  a  different  position  of  the  South  Pole)  we  take  x,  y'  as  the  coordinates 
of  the  new  projection  of  the  point,  then  x'  +  iy'  is  a  homographic  function 

a(^  +  iy)  +  b^{c(:e  +  iy)  +  d} 

of  x  +  iy:  and  consequently  that  the  functions  of  s,  which  belong  to  different  pro- 
jections, are  linear  transformations  one  of  the  other:  but  at  present  we  cimaider  a 
single  projection. 

It  may  be  proper  to  remark  that  the  figures  in  question  are  spherical  figures 
having  summits  which  are  points  on  the  spherical  surface,  edges  (or  sides)  which 
are  arcs  of  great  circle  joining  two  summits,  and  faces  which  ai-e  portions  of  the 
spherical  surface :  the  mid-points  of  the  sides,  and  the  centres  of  the  faces  are  of 
course  points  on  the  spherical  surfiice. 

71.  (1),  (2).  Consi<lering  a  regular  polygon  formed  by  n  sTimmits  on  the  equator, 
the  longitude  of  one  of  them  being  0",  then  the  stereographie  projections  coiTespoud 
with  the  points  themselves,  and  the  values  of  « -!-  iy  are 


The  corresponding  function  of  s  is  *■"— 1. 
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The  values  of  x  +  iy  for  the  mid-points  of  the  sides  are 


The  con'esponding  function  of  s  is  s"  +  l. 

The  North  and  South  Poles,  which  form  with  the  n  points  a  double  pyramid  of 
n-i-2  summits,  correspond  to  the  values  s  =  0  and  s  =  co.     We  have  thus 

as  the  function  corresponding  to  the  double  pyramid. 

72.  (3).  Considering  for  a  moment  the  tetrahedron  as  a  figure  with  rectilinear 
edges,  this  is  so  placed  that  two  opposite  edges  are  horizontal,  and  that  the  vertical 
planes  passing  through  the  centre  and  these  two  edges  respectively  are  inclined  at 
angles  ±45''  to  the  meridian:  viz.  the  upper  edge  has  the  longitudes  135",  315", 
and  the  lower  edge  the  longitudes  45°,  225°.  We  thus  explain  the  position  of  the 
spherical  figure. 

Corresponding  to  the  summits  we  have  the  function  s*  —  2i  \/3  s^  + 1. 

In  fact,  the  equation  3*-2i'^Zs^+l  =  0  gives  s^=i(>J3±2),  and  hence  the  values 
of  s  are  the  four  values  of  x  +  iy  shown  in  the  annexed  table  for  the  values  of 
X,  Y,  Z,  and  x+ty  for  the  summits  of  the  tetrahedron. 


long.  X       Y 


135° 
225° 
315" 


L      1  + 

"  V'3     V3  -  1 

V'3-1-1 

^l_-t 
VS-l 

1  -i 

V3-I-1 


Corresponding  to   the   centres   of  the    faces,  or  summits  of  the  opposite  tetrahedron, 
we  have  the  function  s^+2i-JSs' +  1. 

Corresponding   to   the   mid-points   of  the   sides,    we   have   the   function 

viz.  the  points  in  question  are  the  North  Pole  s  =  0,  the  South  Pole  s=x,  and 
the  four  points  s^  +  l,  s=  ±i  on  the  equator  at  longitudes  0",  90",  1 80",  270° 
respectively. 
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73.  (4).  The  octahedron  is  placed  with  two  of  its  summits  as  poles,  and  the 
other  four  summits  in  the  equator  at  longitudes  0°,  90",  180",  270°  respectively: 
the   values   of  s   are,   as   in   the   last   case,   0,   oo ,    +1,   +i,   and   the   function   is 

The  function  for  the  centres  of  the  faces,  or  summits  of  the  cuhe,  is  s'-|-14s*  +  l. 
The  function  for  the  mid-points  of  the  sides  of  the  octahedron  or  of  the  cube  is 

74.  (5).  The  Icosahedron  is  placed  with  two  of  its  summits  for  poles;  five  summits 
lying  in  a  small  circle  above  the  plane  of  the  equator  at  longitudes  0°,  72°,  144°,  288°, 
and  the  remaining  five  summits  in  the  corresponding  small  circle  below  the  equator  at 
longitudes  36°,  108°,  180°,  252°  and  324°. 

The  function  for  the  summits  of  the  Icosahedron  is 


'(-=)<»■' 


-lls^-1). 


The  function   for   the   centres   of  the   faces   of  the   Icosahedron,   or   summits   of  the 
Dodecahedron,  is  s^  -  228s"  +  494si'' +  228s' - 1. 

The  function  for  the  mid-points  of  the  sides  of  the  Icosahedron  or  the  Dodecahedron 

s^  -  522s='  +  lOOOos^  +  Os"  -  lOOOos'"  +  522s*  -|- 1. 
I  give  for  the  present  these  results  without  demonstration. 

75.     Writing  -   for  a   so   as   to   obtain   homogeneous  functions  (*^x,  ^)", — it  will  be 

recollected  that  the  x,  y  of  these  functions  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  ic,  y  of 
the  foregoing  values  a^+iy— the  forms  which  have  thus  presented  themselves  may  be 
denoted  as  follows : 

(3):    /3  =  (1,  -2^■V3,  l^^,  ff. 

t^  —  xy{ii^  —  ■if), 
(4):    /4  =  a;y(a^-y), 

M  =  {1,  14,  \\a^,  %fy, 

(4  =  (1,  -33,  -33,  15<  ty. 
(5):    /5  =  ^y(l,  11,  -\\^,f)\ 

ho  =  (1,  -  228,  -I-  494,  -(-  228,  -  \\af,  f)\ 

f5  =  (l,  -522,  10005,  0,  -10005,  522,  l\a^,  f)", 

where  observe  that  /4  is  the  same  function  as  tZ.  In  each  set  of  functions  /,  /(,  t, 
we  have  h  and  t  covariants  of  /,  viz.  disregarding  numerical  factors, 

h  is  the  Hessian,  or  derivative  (/,  ff,  and  (  is  the  derivative  (/,  /(), 
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76.  Since  f^  is  the  same  function  as  (3,  we  have  of  course  f\,  hi  and  ti 
themselves  covariants  of  fS :  but  it  is  convenient  to  separate  the  two  systema. 

77.  It  is  to  be  obser\-ed  that  /S  is  a  quartic  ftmction  having  its  quadrinvariant 
(I)  =  0 ;  but  independently  of  this,  that  is,  qua  quartic  function,  it  has  only  the 
covariants  hS  and  (3  (the  Hessian  and  the  cubicovaiiant  respectively),  viz.  every  other 
covariant  is  a  rational  and  integral  function  of  /3,  h'd  and  t'S.  In  particular,  hi  and 
ti  are  rational  and  integral  functions  of  /3,  hS  and  i3;  but  inasmuch  aa  /3  and 
A3  are  not  covariants  of  /4,  this  is  not  a  property  of  hi  and  ti  considered  as 
covariants  of/4,  and  the  relation  in  question  need  not  be  attended  to. 

78.  It  has  just  been  stated  that  /3  qu&,  quartic  function  has  (in  the  sense 
explained)  only  the  covariants  A3  and  (3 :  fi  qua  special  sextic  function  and  /.5  qu^ 
special  dodecadic  function  have  the  like  property,  viz.  /4  has  only  the  covariants  hi 
and  t4i ;  f5  only  the  covariants  ho  and  to.  Hence  ^3,  /4,  /5  are  "  Prime-forms "  in 
the  sense  defined  in  the  paper  by  Fuchs,  of  187.5,  viz.  a  Prime-form  has  no  covariant 
of  a  lower  order  than  itself,  and  also  no  covariant  of  a  higher  order  which  is  a  power 
of  a  form  of  a  lower  order. 

79.  The  same  functions  have  also  the  property  that  they  are  functions  trans- 
formable into  themselves  by  means  of  a  group  of  linear  transfonnations,  and  in  this 
point  of  view  they  were  considered  in  the  nearly  contemporaneous  paper  by  Klein,  of 
1875;  it  is  in  this  paper  shown  that  the  functions  so  transformable  into  themselves  must 
be  Polyhedral  functions  as  above,  the  linear  transformations  in  fact  corresponding  to 
the  rotations  whereby  the  spherical  polyhedron  can  be  brought  into  coincidence  with 
its  own  original  position.     This  theory  will  be  presently  given. 

80.  It  is  to  be  observed  that,  if  U,  V  are  functions  (wja:,  y)'"  of  the  same 
order  n,  then  using  the  accent  to  denote  differentiation  in  regard  to  x,  UV'—U'V 
and   {U,   V)  differ    only   by   a    numerical    factor:    and    further    that,    writing   as    before 

s=~,  and  in  the  expression  UV -  JJ'V  regarding  U,  V  as  functions  {*\s,  1)",  and 
the  accent  as  denoting  differentiation  in  regard  to  s.  wo  have  UV  —  JJ'V  and  (U,  V) 
differing  by  a  numerical  factor  only.  We  have  in  the  PQfl-Table,  Knes  3,  4,  .5, 
P,  Q,  R  equal  to  given  numerical  multiples  of  liP,  ty,  /',  the  indices  a,  0,  7  being 
Huch  as  to  make  these  to  be  functions  of  the  same  degree:  hence,  neglecting 
immerical  multipliers,  PQ'  —  P'Q  is  equal  to  a  function  (M,  fr),  which  is  =  h?-^P~^  (h,  t) : 
and  the  theorem  that  PQ'  -  VQ,  =  QR'  -  QR,  =  RP'  -  R'P,  contains  only  factore  of 
P,  Q,  R  ia  in  fact  the  theorem  that  (h,  t),  {h,  /),  and  ((,  /)  are  each  of  them  equal 
to  a  term  or  product  of  /,  h,  t :  which  is  a  result  included  in  the  theorem  that  / 
has  only  the  covariants  h  and  t.  And  by  this  last  theorem  we  know  already  how 
from  R,  assumed  to  be  known,  wc  can  derive  P  and  Q:  viz.  R  is  a,  power  of  /; 
and  we  thence  have  h  =  {/,  ff  and  ( =  {h,  /),  equations  giving  the  functions  h  and  t, 
upon  which  P  and  Q  depend. 
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Oovariantive  Formukn.     Art.  Nos.  81  to  84. 

81.  The   vai'ious   covariantive   formula   will   be   given   with   their   proper    numerical 
coefficients. 

Tetrahedron  function.    /,  /(,  t  stand  for  the  be  fore -mentioned   values, 

/3,  hS,  (3  (P,  Q,  R^  h%  -  12i  V3 .  f,  -f'-). 
For  /3. 

{a,  h,  c,  d,  e)  =  l,  0,  =g\  0,  1. 

i(/,  /)=  =  - 96iV3 . A,         \ih,  hy  =  9Gi>/S.f.         ^{t,  ty  =  ~25fk. 

im')    _ 

(/,()=  i.k; 

(It.  t)-  *./•-, 

i>-/"-12iV3!'-0, 

/t.(i,  14, 11^.  s-ri-M 

It  is  convenient  to  remark  that  t^,  /^  A*  being  of  the  same  older  we  have 

f  (/■,/.■)  +/■  (/.■.  n  +  hf  ((',  /■)  =  0, 
that  is, 

f .  3 . 3/*  (/  4)  +/■ .  3 . 2«  (4,  ()  +  *■ .  2 .  31/"  ((,/)  =  0, 

an  equation  which,  substituting  for  (/,  h),  (k,  t),  (t,  f)  their  values,  reduces  itself  to 
the  before-mentioned  relation  /t' -/"  -  1 2iV3  (' =  0 ;  and  we  have  thus  a  verification  of 
the  values  of  (/,  /t),  {h,  i)  and  (t,  /).  The  like  remark  applies  to  the  other  two 
cases,  which   follow. 

82.  Hexahediun   function,    /,  h,  t  stand  for  the  before-mentioned  values 

/4,  44,  14  (P,  Q,  E  =  k',  -  f,  -  lOSf'}. 
For  /4. 

(»,  b,  c,  d,  e,f,  s)  =  (0,  },  0,  0,  0,  -J,  0). 

i  (f,  ff  =  -  254,  i  (/  /)•  =  0,  1  (/,  /)•  =  (720)' .  j, 

if,  h)  =  -8t,  i(*.  *)'-3.2'. !'./■', 

(/()  =  -  124',  i  («,  *)'  -  2' .  3- .  11'  ./'It, 

(4,  i)  =  -  1728/", 
4'-f-108/'.0. 


Hosted  by 


Google 


745]  AND    THE   POLYHEDRAL    FUNCTIONS. 

83.  Dodecahedron  function.    /,  h,  t  stand   for  the  before-mentioned  values 

/5,  *5,  to  (P,  Q.  R-h',  -e,  -1728/'). 
For  A 

(o,  b.  c.  d,  e,  f.  g,  h,  i,  j,  h  I,  m)  =  (0,  ,',.  «.  0.  ».  ».  A.  ».  0,  0,  0,  -  .^,  0). 
i  if.  /)'  =  - 121''.  4  (/,/)'=  0.  i  (/.  /)■  -  i  (SSI)-  (720)' .  -a/», 

iC/./)--     0,  i(/;/)»-0,  }(/,/)"  =  i(92*)'P20)'.Sr. 

(/,  i)  -  -  20(,  J  (*,  *)■  =  173280/", 

(/  ()  -  -  304',  \  (i,  0'    =  9082800/"4, 

(A,  1)  -  -  86*00/', 
4"-('-1728/'  =  0. 

84.  We  have 

(  =  (ii>»  +  y»)(l,  522,  -10006,  -522,  IJaJ.  y')'. 
Write 

f  =  (^'  +  j').(l.  2,  6,  -2.  15«,  s)', 
then 

!.f(l,  -10,  4o5P,/). 
Or  putting 

_f       _  (^■•  +  y)(l,  2,  6, -2,  1$»,  y)- 


\//  '  Va:^  {a^"  +  11;e=^'  -  s/'") 


that  is,  ^=p^f,  then 


o/  the  forms  fb  and  h5.     Art.   Nos.  85  and  86. 

—        ,   C..U   y  —  »,i.a  vy  -r  <-  oin  36^  then   the 
values  oi  x  +  iy  corresponding  to  the  auminits  of  the  Icosiihedron  are 
0, 

h         kg\        k(f,       kg\        kg\ 
k'-'g,    k~^g'%    k~^g^,    k~'-g',    k~^g', 

and  the  function  fb  is  thus 

..(i-J){«--f)(*-i-'), 

*  The  numerical  ooefficieats  -a\  and  ^  aie  Klein's  B  and  A:  the  latter  of  them  is  the  ordinacy 
quadrin variant  of  a  dodecadie  function;  the  former  is  an  iavariant  lineai  as  regards  the  coefficients  of  /, 
and  existing  only  for  the  special  form  /  in  question :  viz.  writing  for  a  moment 

/=\(.t:"!,  +  lliy-.ry'i), 
then  (.),  .fl"  eontaiOB  the  factor  \-,  and  (/  containing  the  factor  X)  the  form  ia 

i(/./)"  =  M924)n720)^-J^iX./, 
which  is  linear  as  regards  \.    We  have  also 

say  A  =  YiV,   S=-^f\;    or   MB^^A.      Of    course    in    the    case    of   a  general   dodecadie   funelioa  /,   we   have 
(/,  /)",  an  irreducible  covariant,  not  breaking  up  into  factors. 

+  a  ia  the  o,  V  '^  'he  y,  and  y  the  a -(3  of  the  Table,  No.  90. 

C.  XI.  24 
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where  the  product  of  thu  last  two  factors  is  s"'  +  (A;~°  — ^)s*  — 1.     We  have 

i-=  =  ^(80V5  +  17()),     =^5^5  + 11), 

k-'    =^(80V5-176),     =H5V5-11), 
and  consequently  ^~°  — ^^'  =  11;   or  the  function  is 


s  (l  -  ^)  (f  H 


ll5=-l). 


88.     Similarly,  writing  for  shortness*  Z  =  tan|Y,  f  =  tan^'y',  where 

5  +  2^/5         .  ,        10-2^5  ...       .        C0S7     S  +  VS 

cos^7  =  — ^,-_ — ,     sm*7=— ^z ;   and  therefore    -.--'=     -■        ; 

'15  '  15        '  smy  4      ' 

„    ,      5~2V5        .  „   ,      10  +  2V5  cos 7      3-^5 

lo  '  15  sin  7  4 

and  ^  =cos36° +  isin36°   as   beibre,   then   the   values   of  x-^iij  for   the   summits   of  the 
dodecahedron  are 

Ig,       lg%        If,        lg\        If, 

i'~\  I'-Y,   i'~y,  I'-y,  I'-Y' 
l~\     l-'g\    l-y,    l-y,    i~Y. 

The  function  k5  is  therefore 

We  have 

7-5     n     (1 +cos7>'-(l -co8  7)=     2coS7,_  ,  ,„       „  ^    , 

(  -_[a  =  , .. ±.    _  '  (5  +  10  cos''7  +  C0S^7) 

sin' 7  sm=7  *  '  " 

2cos7   384  +  64V5     128cos7,^       „,      ,,,      .„   ,, 

=  -^'  ■ 4-5—  ■  =  45   5iii4  ^^  "^  ^  ^         ^      "^    ' 

viz.  this  last  identity  depends  on 

fH3  +  V-^)(6  +  v'5)  =  (114+5llv/.^)Hin^7, 
that  is, 

160{3  +  V5)(6  +  V5)  =  (114  +  50V5)(120-40VS). 

2  (3  +  V5)  (6  +  V5)  =  (57  +  25  V5)  (3  -  V5), 
or  finally 

(7  +  3  V5)  (6  +  V5)  =  57  +  25  VS, 
which  is  right. 

Similarly 

and    observing    that   the   sum   and   product   of  114  +  50v'5,   114  —  50^5   are   =228   and 
496  respectively,  the  required  function  of  s  is 

(s-o  _  I-,.  _  228  (5='  -  sO  +  496^^ 
=  s^"  -  228e'«+  4948'"  +  228.i'^  +  1, 
which  is  the  required  value  of  ho. 

•  n  is  the  a,  7  is  tlie  7,  and  7'  tlie  a-^  of  the  Table,  No.  99. 
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Invariaiitwe  property  of  the  Stereographic  Projection.     Art.  Nos.  87  to  93. 

87.  The  before-mentioned  theorem  that  the  functions  derived  from  two  different 
stereographic  projections  of  the  same  point  are  linear  transformations  one  of  the  other, 
may  be  thus  stated : 

Considering  on  the  surface  of  a  sphere,  two  fixed  points  A  and  B ;  and  determining 
the   position   of  a  point   C,  first   in   regard   to   A    by  its  distance   6  and  azimuth  /,  and 


next   in   regard   to   B   by   its   distance   6'   and   azimuth  /',  the  azimuths   from  the  great 
circle  ABx  which  joins  the  two  points  A  and  B,  then  we  have 

tan ^6  {cos  f+i  sin/),    and     tan  W  (cos  f'-Vi  sin /'), 
homographic   functions   one   of  the   other:    calling   them   s,  g',   and   putting   the   distance 
AB=c,  the  relation  between  them  in  fact  is 

,  __  s~  tan  \c 
\+s tan  ^ c  ' 
or,  what  is  the  same  thing, 

tanic(l+ss')  =  s-fi'; 
or,  observing  that 

ss'  =  tan  y  tan  ^6'  [cos  {/+/')  +  i  sin  (/+/')}, 
we  have  the  two  equations 

tan^c  jl  +  tan^^  tan  J^' cos  (/+/')}  =  tan  \9cohf  —  tan  ^^' cos/', 
tan  ^c  {        tan  i^6  tan  ^9'  sin  (/+/')}  =  tan  \d  sin/—  tan  ^6'  sin/'. 
88.     li'   we    denote    the    angles    of    the    spherical    triangle    by    G,    A,    B,   and    the 
opposite  sides  by  c  (as  before),  a,  b,  then  6,  9'  =  h,  a;  f,f'  =  A,  tt - B,  whence 

8,  s'  =  tan  J6(cosj4  H-isinil),     —  tan  ^t[(cosB  — isinB): 
or  we   have   between   the   sides   a,   b,   c  and   angles   A,   B    of   yi    spherical    triangle    the 
relations 

tan  ^c  |1  -  tan  ^a,  tan  ^b  cos  {A  —  B)\  =  tan  ^h  cos  A  +  tan  ^a  cos  B, 
tan|c  [    —  tan^«  tan  ^6  sin  (A  —  B)l  =  tan^6  sin  A  —tan  ^asinB: 

24—2 
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equations    which     may    be    verified    by    means    of    the    ordinary    fonnulje    of    Spheiical 
Trigonometry. 

89.     But  it  is  interesting  to  give  the  proof  with  rectangular  coordinates. 

Taking  (X,  Y,  Z),  (X„  F„  Z^)  for  the  coordinates,  referred  to  two  different  sets 
of  axes,  of  a  point  on  the  spherical  surface:  also  x,  y,  x,,  y^  for  the  coordinates  of 
the  corresponiJing  stereographic   projections,  we  have 

(X„  r„^0-(  «.     /3,     7    ){X,  Y,Z), 


■>",  r.  i" 

X 

:  Y   :  Z 

:  l-2«!    ;  2j    :  \-x^  --.f    :  1+a;"  +f. 

and  thence 

X, 

:    Y,  :  Z, 

;  S.  :  1  = 

:  l  =  -2a:,   :  2y,  ;  1  -  x,' -  </,•  :   l+ik'  +  n,', 

2c»   +2/3y   +7   (l-aj'-j,-) 

2a'a;+2|9'y  +j-  (1 -,•-,/) 

1  +  «■  +  J-  +  2a"»;  +  2/3"y  +  7"  (1  -  a?  -  j')- 

90.  Introducing    s,   z-^    for    homogeneity,   or    writing   - ,    -   and   — ' ,   —   in   place    of 
X,  y  and  «i,  1/1,  respectively,  we  have 

x^=  2ax  +Wy  +7  {s'-af-f),    =(    -7  .      "7  .         7  ,  ^  ,  a  ,  O^a;,  ;/,   zf, 

y,  =  2a  X  +  Wy  +  y  (i^=  -  a^  -  y%     =  (    -  7' ,      -  7  ,  7' .  ^' .  «' .  OJ       .       )^ 

2.=£=  +  a;^  +  y"  +  2a"a^  +  2/3'>  +  7"(3^-a;=-?/=).  =(l-7"-  I-7".  l+V'.  /3",  a",  Oj  „  )S 
and  thence  without  difficulty 

z,  =  ~  „  1(1  +  t">  ^  +  (a"  +  ^"^")  (^^  -  iy)]  S(l  +  7")  ^  +  (    «"  -  ^'^'O  (*  +  iyfu 
^,  +  iy,  =^  '=  id  +  7")  s  +  (a"  +  ^'^'O  (^  -  iy)]  1(1  -  7")  2  +  (-  a"  + 1/3")  (a;  +  iy)], 

X,  -  iy,  =  ~  ,,  {(1  -  7")  ^  -  (a"  +  *"^")  (^  -  iy}}  i(l  +  7")  2  +  (     «"  -  ^^")  (*■  +  iy)h 

viz.  the  form  is  e,  :  (Ci  +  i^i  :  x,~iyi  =  MN'  :  iVi  :  iilf  (L,  M,  N  linear  functions  of 
z,  x  +  iy,  X  —  iy) :  showing  that  the  relation  between  two  stereographic  projections  of 
the  same  spherical  figure  is  in  tact  that  of  a  quadric  transformation,  the  fundamental 
points  in  each  figure  being  an  arbitraiy  point  and  the  two  circular  points  at  infinity: 
or,  what  is  the  same  thing,  to  any  line  in  the  one  figure  there  corresponds  a  circle 
in  the  other  figure,  which  is  the  "  circular  relation "  of  Mobius. 

91.  The  actual  values  ai'e 

^±i^ = 1  +_i"  (L~  f")  g "  («"  -  i^")  (^  +  iy) 

Si  7  +  7'^  ■  (1  +  7")  2  +  («"  -  i0")  (^  +  iy) ' 

X,  -iy,  ^  1+  y-    (I-7")  2  -  (a"  +i^_')S'^  ^) 

z,  7  -  yi  '  (1  +  7")  s  +  (a"  +  i^")  (*  -  iy) ' 
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viz.   attending   only  to   the  former  of  these,  we   have  —  — '  a  homographic   function  of 

,  which  is  the  hcfore-mentioned  theorem. 

z 

92.  Supposing  that  the  transformation  from  {X,  Y,  Z)  to  (Xj,  Fi,  Z^  is  made  by 
a  rotation,  the  coordinates  of  which  are  X,  /a,  r :  that  is,  if  /,  g,  h  are  the  inclinations 
of  the  resultant  axis  to  the  axes  of  x,  y,  z  respectively,  and  Q  the  angle  of  i-otation, 
putting  X,  /x,  j'  =  tan^^co3_/j  tan^^cosp,  tanJ^cosA:  then  the  coefficients  of  trans- 
formation are 
(a,     ^,     7     )  =  (  l+X^-M^-i-^,  2(Xm-:-^)     ,  2(Xi.-/.)       )  ^(1  +  V  H-^'^  +  i-O- 

I  «',     0 ,     i    \       '         2(/iX-7') 
I  a",     /3",     7"  I       I        2(i'X-l-/i) 


2(Xm^-^)     , 

2(Xi.-/t)       )-;- 

,     l-V  +  /i=-v^, 

2{tii>  +  X) 

,       2(^„-X)       ,     1- 

-X^-f,^  +  „'- 

mi^e  become,  after  an 

caay  reduction, 

-(i.+  i)(^  +  %)  +  (X  +  iWs 

{\-i^){m->^iy)^{v 

-i)z  • 

-{v-i)(x-iy)^{\- 

-i^)z_ 

{X  +  it^)ix~iy)-^(v 

^i)z    ' 

,    and    writing   for   greater   simplicity 

w,  +  iy^     ?_+^V^g^  ^ 

_(^  +  i)s-|-(X+i/x) 

(X-i»s +  (:--.-) 

attending   to   the   former   of  1 

respectively,  we  have 

or  writing  this 

_As  +  B 

then  A   :  B  :  G  :  D  =  —  v  —i  :  X  +  i/j.  :  X  —  ifi  :  v  —  i. 

93,  I  call  to  mind  that  the  condition,  in  order  that  the  homogi'aphic  transformation 
s^  =  {As  + B)^(Gs+ B)  may  be  periodic  of  the  oi-der  n,  is 

(^  +  i))^-4(40-£C?)cos^— =0, 

m  being  an  integer  different  from  zero  and  prime  to  n.  In  pai'ticular,  when  n  =  2,  it 
is  A+D^O:  )!.=  3.  it  is  A''  + AD  +  D' -¥  BO  =0:  n  =  4,  it  is  A' +  D' +  2BC  ^  (i :  and 
-n  =  5,  it  is  (.4  +  D)=  -  i  (3  ±  VS)  {AD  -  BC)  =  0. 

Groups  of  homographic  transformations.     Art.  Nos.  94  and  95. 

94.  The  foiTnulse  just  obtained  serve  to  connect  the  theory  of  the  i-otations  of 
a  polyhedron  with  that  of  the  homographic  transformations  s  into  (As  +  B)-i-(Os+D): 
and,  corresponding  to  the  rotations  which  leave  the  polyhedron  unaltered,  we  have 
groups  of  homographic  transformations.  We  have  thus,  coiTesponding  to  the  cases  of 
the  tetrahedron,  the  cube  and  the  octahedron,  and  the  dodecahedron  and  icosahedron 
respectively,    groups    of    12,    of    24,    and    of    60     homographic    transformations    s    into 
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{As  +  B) -r- {Cs  +  D),  The  group  of  60  and  the  group  of  24  include  each  of  them  as 
part  of  itself  the  group  of  12:  it  is  further  to  be  remarked  that  the  group  of  12 
may  be  regarded  as  that  of  the  positive  substitutions  upon  four  letters  abed,  the 
group  of  24  as  that  of  all  the  substitutions  upon  the  four  letters,  and  the  group  of 
60  as  that  of  the  positive  substitutions  upon  five  letters  abcde. 

95.  I  call  to  mind  that  a  group  of  functional  symbols  1,  a,  ^,  ...  can  always 
be  expressed  in  the  equivalent  form  1,  ^a^~',  ^(3^^',  ...  where  ^  is  any  functionai 
symbol  whatever;  clearly,  a,  ^,  ...  being  homographic  transformations,  then,  ^  being 
any  homographic  transformation  whatever,  the  new  symbols  ftaS^"',  '^ff^~^,  ...  will  also 
be  homographic  transformations ;  and  thus  the  group  of  homographic  transfonnations 
can  be  expressed  in  various  equivalent  forms :  these  correspond  to  the  different 
positions  of  the  polyhedron  in  regard  to  the  axes  of  coordinates:  and  there  are  in 
fact  three  cases  which  it  is  proper  to  consider,  via.  attending  for  the  moment  to  the 
dodecahedron,  we  may  have  the  axis  of  z  passing  through  the  midpoint  of  a  side, 
through  the  centre  of  a  face,  or  through  a  summit;  that  is,  in  the  language 
presently  explained,  the  cases  are  1°,  Pole  at  a  point  0 ;  2°,  Pole  at  a  point  A : 
3",  Pole  at  a  point  B. 

The  regular  Polyhedra.     Art.  Nos.  96  to  lOJi. 

96.  We  require  a  theory  of  the  regular  Polyhedra  considered  as  systems  of  points 
on  a  sphere.  I  refer  to  my  two  papers  [375]  and  [679],  In  the  latter  paper,  I 
remark  that,  considering  the  five  regular  figures  drawn  in  proper  relation  to  each 
other  on  the  same  spherical  surface,  the  only  points  which  have  to  be  considered  are 
12  points  A,  20  points  B,  30  points  0,  and  60  points  3>.  Describing  these  by 
reference  to  the  dodecahedron,  the  points  A  are  the  centres  of  the  faces,  the  points 
B  are  the  summits,  the  points  0  are  the  midpoints  of  the  aides,  and  tke  points  <!> 
are  the  midpoints  of  the  diagonals  of  the  faces.  Or  describing  them  by  reference  to 
the  icosahedron,  the  points  A  are  the  summits,  the  points  B  ai-e  the  centres  of  the 
faces,  the  points  0  are  the  midpoints  of  the  sides:  viz.  each  point  0  is  the  common 
midpoint  of  a  side  of  the  dodecahedron  and  a  side  of  the  icosahedron,  vi'hieh  there 
intersect  at  right  angles:  and  the  points  ^  are  points  lying  by  threes  on  the  faces 
of  the  icosahedron,  each  point  <I>  of  the  face  being  given  as  the  intersection  of  a 
perpendicular  A%  of  the  face  by  a  line  BB  joining  the  centres  of  two  adjacent 
faces  and  which  intersects  A®  at  right  angles. 

97.  The  points  'J>  are  comparatively  unimportant,  and  it  is  proper  in  the  first 
instance  to  attend  only  to  the  12  points  A,  the  20  points  B,  and  the  30  points  0: 
these  form  6  pairs  of  opposite  points  A,  10  pairs  of  opposite  points  B,  and  15  pairs 
of  opposite  points  0.  Considering  the  diameters  through  each  pair  of  opposite  points 
0,  we  have  thus  a  system  of  15  axes,  which  in  feet  fonn  5  sets  each  of  3  rect- 
angular axes :  attending  to  any  one  of  such  sets,  the  diametral  plane  at  right  angles 
to  one  of  the  three  axes  contains  of  course  the  other  two  axes:  it  contains  also 
two  axes  each  through  a  pair  of  opposite  points  A,  and  two  axes  each  through  a 
pair  of  opposite  points  B.  If  instead  of  the  plane  we  consider  its  intersection  with 
the    sphere,    we    have    thus    on    the    sphere    15    circles    each    containing    4    points   0, 
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4  points  A  and  4  points  B.  The  fifteen  circles  intersect  by  fives  in  the  pairs  of 
opposite  points  A,  by  threes  in  the  pairs  of  opposite  points  B,  and  by  twos  in  the 
pairs  of  opposite  points  © ;  the  mutual  inclinations  of  successive  circles  at  the  points 
A,  B,  ©  being  =36°,  60°  and  90°  respectively.  The  whole  number  15.14,  =210,  of 
the  intersections  of  the  cii-cles  two  and  two  together  is  thus  made  up  of  the  12 
points  A  each  counting  10  times,  the  20  points  B  each  counting  3  times,  and  the 
30  points  0  each  counting  once;   210  =  120  +  60  +  30. 

98.  The  angTilai-  magnitudes  which  present  themselves  are  all  obtained  from 
the  dodecahedral  pentagon,  as  shown  in  the  annexed  figure,  in  which  the  angle 
subtended  by  a  side  at  the  centre  is  =  72°,  and  the  angle  between  two  adjacent 
sides  is  =120°. 


We  write  A®=a.  B&^^,  AB  =  y,  B,B,  =  x,   zB,B,B  =  e,  SB.^g,    Z®B,B  =  <p. 

From  the  triangle  A*dB,  the  angles  of  which  are  36",  90°,  60°  and  the  opposite 
sides  /3,  y,  a,  we  find  the  values  cf  a,  (9,  y,  and  these  are  such  that  a  +  ;S  +  7  =  ^tt. 

From  the  triangle  B^BB^,  where  the  sides  BtB,  BB^,  and  the  included  angle  are 
2^,  2^,  120°,  we  have  the  opposite  side  x,  and  the  other  two  angles  each  =6. 

From  the  triangle  B^B®,  where  the  sides  B^B,  B@,  and  the  included  angle  are 
20,  0,  120°,  we  find  the  opposite  side  (/,  the  angle  BB^<^,  =  0,  and  the  angle 
BSB,  =45°. 

Hence  each  of  the  angles  B^@B,  B^&B^,  being  =45°,  the  angle  Sj05,  is  =90°: 
in  this  triangle  the  hypothenuse  B^B^  is  =  a:,  and  each  of  the  other  two  sides  is 
=  g:  whence  we  have  cosfl;  =  cos'^,  as  is  in  fact  the  case,  and  moreover  the  values 
give  a: +  2^  =  180°.  Also  each  of  the  other  angles  is  found  to  be  =60°;  that  is,  we 
have  z  BsB^@  =  60°,  or  the  whole  angle  at  B^  being  =  120°,  the  sum  of  the  remaining 
angles  B^B.B^  and  BB,®  is  =60°:    that  is,  i9+0  =  6O°. 

From  the  triangle  0£,0'  where  the  two  sides  and  the  included  angle  are 
0,  0,  120°,  we  find  00' =36°. 
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And   from   the   triangle   %B^&',   where   the   two    sides   and   the   incUided   angle   ; 
,  g  and  (120^- 20=)  2^,  we  find  0lfi>"  =  6O''. 

99.     We  thus  arrive  at  the  following  Table : 


100.  We  now  construct  three  figures  of  the  points  A,  B,  0;  viz.  these  are 
stereographic  projections,  each  showing  the  Northern  hemisphere  projected  on  the  plane 
of  the  equator  by  lines  drawn  to  the  South  Pole:  hence,  for  any  pair  of  opposite 
points  not  on  the  equator,  only  the  point  in  the  Northern  hemisphere  is  shown : 
but  for  a  pair  of  opposite  points  on  the  equator  the  two  points  are  each  of  them 
shown.  In  fig.  1  the  North  Pole  is  taken  to  be  a  point  & ;  in  fig.  2  it  is  a  point 
A ;  and  in  fig,  3  it  is  a  point  B.  The  position  of  any  point  on  the  sphere  is 
determined  by  its  N.P.D.  and  its  longitude,  measured  from  an  arbitrarj'  origin, 
say  from  the  point  E  of  the  centre  left-handedly :  then,  in  the  three  figures,  the 
positions  are  as  follows. 
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101.     Fig.  1.     Pole  at  0. 
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102.     Fi^.  2.     Pole  at  A. 
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103.     Fig.  3.     Pole  at  . 
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The  groups  of  homographic  transformations,  resumed.     Art,  Noa.  104  to  117. 

104.  The  axes  of  rotation  for  the  dodecahedron  and  the  icosahedron  are  15  axes 
each  through  a  pair  of  opposite  points  0,  6  axes  each  through  a  pair  of  opposite 
points  A,  and  10  axes  each  through  a  pair  of  opposite  points  B;  or  say  15  0-axes, 
10  5-axes  and  6  jl-axcs:  the  corresponding  angles  of  rotation  are  180°,  72°  and  120°; 
so  that  (exchiding  in  each  case  the  original  position  or  that  of  a  i-otation  0)  we  have 
in  respect  of  each  ©-axis  1  position,  in  respect  of  each  ,il-axis  4  positions,  and  in 
respect   of  eaeh   5-axis   2   positions ;    in   all,   including   the   original   position, 

1  + 15  +  (6  X  4)  +  (10  X  2),  =  60  positions, 

that  is,  a  group  of  60  rotations. 

To  find,  in  any  one  of  the  three  forms,  the  group  of  homographic  transformations, 
we  can  in  each  case  obtain  from  the  foregoing  tables  the  values  cos/,  coa^,  cos  A  of 
the  cosine-inclination  of  an  axis  of  rotation  to  the  axes  of  coordinates,  and  thence 
calculate  the  values  of 

X,  /J.,  1/  =  tan^^cos/,     tan|^cosjr,     tan^^cosA, 

and  thence  the  values  of 

A,  B,  C,  D  =  ~v~i,    X  +  i/j.,    X  —  ifj.,     v—i; 

viz.  in  the  case  of  a  0-axis,  ^  is  =  180°,  (so  that  here  tan  ^S-  =  oo ,  or  the  values  of 
A,  B,  G,  D  are  =  — c,  X  +  i/j.,  X  —  ifi,  v,  that  is,  — cosA,  cosZ+icos^,  cosf—icosg,  cosA); 
in  the  case  of  a  J5-axis,  the  values  are  ^  =  120°,  240°,  and  therefore  tan^5-=±V3; 
and  in  the  case  of  an  vl-axis,  they  are  ^  =  72°,  144°,  216°,  288°,  and  therefore 

^"^^=±    -VS^""'    *""V5^l    ■ 

105.  The  0-form  was  first  given  in  my  paper  of  1879,  but  in  obtaining  it  I 
used  results  given  in  the  paper  of  1877.  As  regards  the  identification  with  the 
substitution -symbols,  since  there  ia  nothing  to  distinguish  inter  se  the  letters  a,  h,  c,  d,  e, 
any  transformation  A,  B,  C,  D  of  the  fifth  order  might  have  been  taken  for  abode, 
but  No.  37  of  the  group  having  been  taken  for  this  substitution  abode,  I  do  not 
recall  in  what  manner  I  found  that,  consistently  herewith,  the  transformation  No.  2 
(—1,  0,  0,  1,  that  is,  s  into  -s)  of  the  second  order  could  be  taken  for  ah.cd.  But 
there  is  no  sub-group  of  an  order  divisible  by  5 ;  and  hence,  these  two  transformations 
being  identified  with  the  two  substitutions,  the  other  transformations  correspond  each 
of  them  to  a  determinate  substitution. 
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106.     Homographic  Transformations.     The  group  of  60.     Pole  at  0. 
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107.  Taking  oub  of  the  foregoing  group  of  60  a  group  of  12  contained  in  it, 
viz.  that  corresponding  to  the  positive  substitutions  of  the  four  letters  ahcd,  it  is 
easy  to  see,  that  there  is  a  transformation  {i,  0,  0,  1),  that  is,  s  into  is,  which  can 
be  taken  for  the  substitution  adhc,  and  also  to  complete  thence  the  group  of  24.  And 
we  have  thus  the  following  Table. 


Groups  of  12  and  24.     Pole  at  0. 
B)  -r-     (to  +D) 
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108.  The  group  of  60  was  obtained  in  the  -4-form  by  Gordan  in  his  paper. 
The  passage  from  the  ©-form  to  the  ^-fomi  is  made  as  follows:  let  X,  Y,  Z  be 
the  coordinates  of  a  point  when  the  axes  are  as  in  the  0-form,  X,,  F,,  Z,  the 
coordinates  of  the  same  point  when  the  axes  are  as  in  the  jl-form :   we  may  write 

X,   Y,  Z:=\,X,-&Z,  :   Y,  :  RX,  +  hZ„ 

where 


,  /5-V5  /5  +  V5 


then,  if  the  equations  of  an  axis  of  rotation  referred  to  the  first  set  of  coordinates 
are  X  :  Y  :  Z  =  L  :  M  :  N,  those  of  the  same  axis  referred  to  the  second  set  of 
coordinates  are 

foZ,  +  a2,   :    Y,  :  -a.X,-^hZ,  =  L  :  M  :  N\ 
or  taking  these  to  be 

X,  :  Y,  :  Z,  =  L,  :  M,  •  N„ 
we  may  write 

A,  M„  N,  =  hL  +  -i.N,  M,  -ai  +  b.V: 

these  values  are  such  that 

i,'  +  j¥,'  +  N,'  =  i»  +  Jf^  +  N\ 

and  hence,  \,  fj.,  v  and  X,,  /ij,  v,  being  the  rotations,  we  may  write 

where  S-  has  the  same  value  in  each  set  of  equations.     From  the  equations 

A  :  B  :  G  :  B-~v~i  :  X+ifi  :  X-i/j.  :  v  -  i, 
we  have 

B  +  C  :  B-C  :  D-A    :  D  +  A  =X  :  i/i  :  v  :  -i 

^L  :  iM  :  N  :  -i% 
and  similarly 

B,  +  G,  :  B,-C,   :  D,- A,  :  D,  +  A,  =  L,  :  iM,  :  N,  :  -i"^. 

Hence  we  may  write 

B,+  C,=     b  {£  +  C)  +  a  (D  -  A). 

B,~0,=  B-C, 

D,-  A,  =  -  a.{B  +  G)  +\>{D  -  A). 

A+A=  D+A; 

or  say, 

^1=  'i.{B+G)-h{D-A)  +  {D  +  A), 
B,=  h{B+C)  +  a.(D-A)  +  (B-  C), 
C\=  h(B  +  G)  +  -j.(D~A)-(B-  0), 
D,  =  -ii(B  +  C)  +  h(I)-A)  +  (D  +  A), 

which  are  the  values  for  a  transformation  (A,,  Bj,  C,,  D,)  in  the  .A-form:  of  course, 
as  only  the  ratios  are  material,  the  values  may  be  multiplied  by  any  common  factor. 
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109.     The   results   are   exhibited   in   tei-ms   of  e,  an    imaginary   fifth   root  of  unity : 
ing  e=  cos  72°+*  sin  72°,  we  have 


V5  - 1  ,   .     /5  +  V5 

~~i~^  ±  *  V      8  "  ' 

V5  +  1  ,   .     /5-V5 


where   the   upper  signs   belong   to   €,   e^   and   the   lower   to   e*,  e'.     It   may   be   remarked 
that 


1         /6  +  VS       1         /o 
a=V^2^'     h'V- 


■  V5      b  _  VS  +  1 


a_V5^ 
b~      2 


For  instance,  we   have   in  the  ©-group  (A,  B,  G,  -Z))  =  (-l,  0,  0,  1);   ab.cd:   and  thence 
in  the  -d-group  A„  A,  G„  i>i  =  (-2b,  2a,  2a,  2b);   ah.cd:   or  say  this  is 

(-1,  |,s",i), -(-!,. +  .',.  +  .•,  1); 

which  in  the  Table  is  given  as  (-  e',  e=  +  e',  e=  +  e^,  e) ;   ah .  cd. 

By  effecting  the  passage  to  the  .d-group  in  this  manner,  we  of  course  obtain  the 
proper  substitution  corresponding  to  each  transformation :  but  I  found  it  easier  starting 
from  two  transformations  and  the  corresponding  substitutions,  to  obtain  thence  \>y 
successive  compositions  the  entire  group. 

110.     Homographie  Transformations.     The  group  of  60.     Pole  at  A. 
eNo.     {As  +ii)  -^{Cs  +D) 


1 

2 

1 

4 

1                                1 

1 

0 

-1 

0 

3 

13 
9 

0 
0 

0 
0 

5 

10 

0 

-e= 

0 

6 

11 

0 

-£ 

0 

7 

6 

6  +  e= 

e* 

-(f+.^) 

8 

5 

e  +  e^ 

1 

f* 

-(.+^) 

9 

16 

e  +  e^ 

E 

^ 

-(^+^) 

10 
11 

3 
15 

(  +  f= 

<2 

^ 

13 

12 

-1 

f  +  f' 

f=  +  e* 

1 

13 

11 

-6 

fi+\ 

^  +  e^ 

( 

15 

7 
2 

-e= 

1+s^ 
t^  +  e' 

e=  +  s* 
1^  +  ^ 

^'' 

IB 

^ 

-E» 

6*4- c 

^+^ 

^ 
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111,     Selecting  the   transformations   which   correspond   to   the   positive   substitutions 


.  completing  the  group  of  24  we  have 


Homographic  Transformations.     The  groups  of  12  and 


24.     Pole  at  A. 


1 

I 

0 

0 

1 

3 

0 

-1 

1 

0 

3 

£  +  e' 

t' 

-(.  +  *') 

4 

-^ 

e'  +  t' 

I'-i-t' 

f^ 

r> 

-f= 

e+e* 

t^  +  t* 

6 

,■> 

_( 

E  +e' 

eHf' 

7 

E  +t* 

f= 

(' 

-<f+c') 

H 

£=+1 

1 

.? 

-(.+  ^) 

9 

6+^ 

i' 

e^ 

-(E  +  ^) 

10 

t^  +  l 

1 

-(E+f=J 

11 

-1 

1  +  e- 

f'  +  c* 

f 

13 
13 

-e* 

1  +  e- 

f'  +  e' 

1 

1 

1  +  2*-' 

1  +  2, 

-1 

14 

-<=  +  <^ 

l  +  E+3(^ 

-  1  -  8e  -  E* 

E=-<S 

15 

f'  -  f ' 

3  +  e  +  e^ 

-l-Ss-s" 

-e=  +  e' 

Ifi 

-1+e' 

-l-*=  +  2<^ 

1  +  ^_2e3 

l-(^ 

17 

2+€'  +  2t* 

_2_2(2_(3 

2<  +  6=  +  2<* 

2e  +  2E2  +  (^ 

18 

2  +  2*=  +  e» 

y  +  s^  +  2£* 

-2e-2E^-f3 

9e  +  (»  +  3£' 

19 

-a+E+(= 

-f  +  e' 

-«  +  (= 

e  +  E»-2.' 

30 

1 

-1 

1 

1 

21 

1 

1 

-1 

1 

32 

l  +  e  +  Se* 

f^-f' 

e^-(" 

l  +  3e  +  (' 

23 

l+3(' 

-1 

-1 

-1-2* 

34 

3  +  f  +  f^ 

-f^+C" 

-''+'' 

l  +  3E  +  fS 

As  an  example  of  the  calculation  we  have  {A,  B,  G,  i))=:(0,  i,  —1,  0);  ab.     Hence 
A„  B„  G„  A=(a(j-1),  b(i-l)  +  i+l,  b{i- l)-(i  + 1),  -a(i+l)), 

V         a  a  / 

The  second  and  third  coefficients  are 

V5  +  1  _  ,    /5+;^    V5 jl^l  ,  ■    /l+V^ 
2  *V    ""  2      '    "'  2    ""  +  'V      "2  ""  ' 

which,   in   virtue   of  the   values   of  e   and   e*,   are   =  1  +  2e*  and    1  +  2e    respectively :    or 
the  result  is  as  above  (1,  l  +  2<^  l  +  2e,  -1). 
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112.  In  like  manner  for  the  passage  from  the  f*-form  to  the  B-iorm,  if  X,  Y,  Z 
be  the  coordinates  of  a  point  on  the  spherical  surface  in  regard  to  the  f^-axes, 
Xj,   Fs,   Z^  those  of  the  same  point  in  regard  to  the  B-axes,  we  may  write 

X  :  Y  :  Z=X,  :  bK  +  a^,  :  -aY^+hZ„ 
where 

V5-_l     V5  +  1 
*■  ^^   2V3''      2V3  ■ 

Hence  X  :  Y  :  Z=L  :  M  :  N,  being  the  equations  of  an  axis  of  rotation  in  the 
first  set  of  coordinates,  those  of  the  same  axis  in  the  second  set  of  coordinates 
will  be 

X^  :  hY,  +  aZ,  :  --^Y.  +  hZ^^L  :  M  :  N, 
or  calling  these 

Z,  :    F,  :  Z,  =  Z,  :  if,  :  JV„ 
we  have 

4,  M„  N,  =  L  :  hM-9.N  :  aj¥  +  bJV": 

these  values  are  such  that 

Li  +  Mi  +  Ni  =  L^  +  M^  +  N\ 

or  X,  /x,  V,  Xj,  /is,  v-i  being  the  rotations,  we  have 

L,  M,  jv=^\,  V.  ^j';  A.  -^3.  i\^2=sx„  ^/i,,  '^f... 

where  ^  has  the  same  value  in  the  two  sets  of  equations.     We  have  thus 

B  +C    :  B  -G    :  D  -A    :  D  +  A  =  L    :  2M    :  N    :  -fA, 

B.,  +  C,  :  B,-C^  :  A-^=  :  D,-\- A,^  L.  :  2M,  :  N,  :  -  ^■^, 

and  hence 

B,-\-C,=  B  +  G, 

B,-G,=      h(B~G)-Ri(I)-A), 

D,-A^^~3.i(B-G)  +  h  (D-A), 

D,  +  A,^  D  +  A; 

and  thence 

A,=     ai(B-C)-h  (D-A)  +  {D  +  A), 

B,=     b  (B-G)-3.iiD-A)  +  {B  +  G), 

C,  =  -h  {B-G)  +  a.i(I>-A)  +  {B  +  C), 

D,^~m(B-C)  +  h  {D~A)  +  {D-i-A). 

113.     As   an   example   of  the   transformation,   take 

(A,  B,  G,  D)=  (%  -3  +  V5+i(l-V5).  -  3  +  ^.5 +  i(- 1 +  V5),  -2)     [bc.de]: 

then 

B-G,  B+G,  D-A,  D  +  A=iil-^5),  ^3  +  V5,  -2,  0; 

26  —  2 
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\(-6  +  2Vo)-l 


-2V3^    -,--v.,-i-j^(-2-2v/5); 
viz.  multiplying  by  2  v'3,  these  are 

8,     i(-6  +  2V5)  +  2V3(-3  +  V5),     ^'(6-2  ^5)  +  2  V3(-3  +  V5),     -8, 
that  i.^, 

8,     (-6  +  2V5)(i  +  V3),     (-6  +  2v'5)(-i  +  V3),     -8, 

2  +  v'3  =  -  2iw   and   -  2  +  \/3  =  2iw', 
dividing  by  4  these  are 

2,     i(3-V5)a.,     ^(-3  +  V5)a,^     -2, 
as  in  the  table. 

114.     nomographic  Transformations.     The  group  of  60.     Pole  at  B. 

^  =  i(-l+iV3). 


{As 


+  B) 


MCs 


+D) 


1 

2 

1 

0 

0 

1 

I 

0 

1 

1 

0 

ac.W 

3 

0 

« 

1 

0 

ae 

bd 

4 

0 

1U= 

1 

0 

M 

ce 

5 

3 

t(     3-v/3) 

i[     -3+^0) 

-2 

ab 

cd 

6 

2 

i(- 3-^/5] 

i(        3  +  ^/5) 

-9 

ml 

be 

'i 

2 

i(     3-^5)1. 

i(     -3  +  ^5)u-= 

-2 

he 

de 

2 

(-(-3-^5)1- 

i(      a+vsjw--' 

-2 

he 

ed 

9  i 

2 

i(    3-J5)a.^ 

i{      -3  +  ^5) « 

-2 

ad 

be 

10  1 

2 

t{-3-^5)«,^ 

i(        3  +  ^5)^ 

-2 

ab 

de 

11 

2 

(-^3-i^3)« 

(-^/3  +  f^/5)«^ 

-2 

ab 

cc 

12 

2 

^V3-'^S 

-V3+;V5 

-2 

ac 

be 

13 

2 

(-^3-i^/5)«^ 

(-^3  +  iV5)« 

-2 

ae 

be 

14 

2 

V3-W5 

^/3  +  W5 

-2 

an 

(k 

15 

2 

(    V3-,VS1" 

(    V3  +  W5)"= 

-2 

ad 

ce 

16 

2 

(    ^/3~.V5|'-'' 

(    ^3  +  iV5)« 

-3 

a. 

ed 
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-J3-iVS 
2t.fi 


V3-iVS 


-V3-iV5 


-V3-W5 


-J3-WS 


^/3-i^/S 


0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

I 

2 

-2 

V3  +  W5 

2 

-2 

-v'3  +  W5 

26,2 

-2« 

-V3  +  'V5 

2«2 

-2u 

V3  +  iV5 

2u 

^2ij= 

-V3  +  W5 

9w 

-2«2 

VS  +  i^S 

-J3-iJ5 

-V3  +  i^/5 

-2b 

-s/a-iVS 

-*/3  +  !./5 

-2b= 

-^/3-W6 

(-V3  +  WS)^^ 

-2 

-^/3-iJ5 

(-V3  +  W5)'^ 

-  2b'^                             I 

^/3-iV5 

V3  +  i^'5 

-2b= 

^3-iV5 

^3  +  ,V5 

-2u 

s/3-fv'5 

(    V3  +  W5)'^ 

-2 

V3^iV5 

(    V3  +  W5)m'^ 

^2a,2 

-JS-i^l5 

(-^3  +  iV5)« 

-2i.> 

-J3-i^5 

(-^/3  +  tV5)" 

-2 

^/3-iVE 

{    VS  +  WSI'- 

-2 

V3-i^/5 

(    V3  +  i^5}w 

-2« 

i(    3-^5)0,= 

i(-3  +  VSl 

-2b= 

+  2<S' 

-3 

(-VS  +  WS)"^^ 

2 

-2b 

(    ^/3  +  i^5)u, 

<(    3-^5) 

!(-3  +  v'5)a. 

~2<j 

i{    3-^5)^ 

i(-3  +  ^0| 

-2b 

2ij 

-2 

(-V3  +  iV5)" 

2 

-2w2 

(    s/3  +  iVS)'-= 

i(    3-^5) 

;(-34-v'5)^^ 

-2u= 

M     3-V5)<^ 

i(-3  +  V5)c.^ 

-2b 

2qi= 

-2w= 

(    VS  +  W^)"- 

2w 

-2b 

(-V3  +  W5)i-= 

H     3-^5)^ 

i(-3  +  V5)cJ 

-2u' 

i(-3-^5)a, 

i{     3  +  ^5)  B 

-2b2 

2u> 

-2u 

(      ^3  +  i^5)«^ 

Sij^ 

-2u- 

(_v'3  +  i^/5)B 

i(-3-^5)^ 

i(     3  +  ^5)  B= 

^3u 

i(-3-V5)« 

'■(    3  +  ^5) 

-2u 

2w 

-2 

(-V3  +  'V5)" 

2 

-  -2^-' 

(    V3  +  W5)=-= 

!(-3-V5) 

i{     3  +  V5)^'^ 

-2^ 

f(-3-V5| 

f(    3  +  ^5|« 

-2e 

2 

-2w 

(-^/3  +  ,V5)'" 

2w'-' 

-2 

(    V3  +  'v'5)u^ 

i(-3-^5)<.'- 

i(     3  +  VS) 

-■2w' 

abecd 
aedch 

aeebd 

atcdh 

ached 
a.:tish 

afcbd 

adfhe 
adecb 
'  aebde 
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1 

1 

0 

!     0 

1 

1 

2 
4 

2 

0 

i{     3-^5) 

1 

;(-3-s/5) 

i(-3  +  J5) 
'l     '■(     3  +  ^5) 

-2 

0 

-3 

ae.bd 
ad.U 

0 

2io-' 

-v's-'VS 

-v/3  +  !V5 

-2u> 

ahc 

6 

2u! 

-^/3-^V5 

^3  +  i^S 

-2cj^ 

aeb 

7 

-^/3-W5 

2u 

-2u'' 

-JS+i^o 

abd 

8 

V3-WS 

2c 

-3^3 

^/3  +  WS 

adb 

9 

2<j 

^/3-.V5 

:        V3  +  i^/5 

-2^2 

<H^d 

10 

2u^ 

^3-i^/5 

V3  +  W5 

-2m 

ode 

11 

^/3-i^/5 

2w= 

-2u 

-73  + W5 

bed 

la 

13 

-V3^W5 

2u^ 

-,2u, 

-J3  +  i^5 

hde 

2 

^3(    1  +  ^5)+    ( 

3-^/5) 

V3(     l  +  ^/5)  +  i( 

3  +  V5) 

-2 

ab 

14 

2 

V3(-l-^/5)+   ( 

3-V5) 

^3(-l-^S)  +  !( 

3+,^/S) 

-2 

cd 

15 
16 

J5 
1 

-i 
W5 

-W5 

-^/S 

bd 

17 

2 

^3(-l  +  ^/5)+i( 

3-^/5) 

^/3(-l  +  VE)  +  !( 

-3  +  ^6) 

-2 

ad 

18 

2 

./3(     l-V5)  +  '( 

3-V5) 

V3(     l-^/5)  +  i( 

-3  +  ^5) 

-2 

be 

19 
20 

1 

1 

' 

t 

1 

abed 
adcb 

21 

V3(     l-V5)  +  i( 

S+V5) 

2 

-2 

J3{    i-^/5)  +  ;( 

-3  +  V5) 

aide 

22 

V3(    iW5)  +  i( 

-3  +  s/5) 

2 

-2 

V3f     I  +  v'5)  +  '( 

3+V5) 

aobd 

23 

^!3{-l  +  ^5)  +  H 

3-v'S) 

2 

-2 

V3(-l  +  V5)  +  ii 

-3  +  V5) 

aedb 

24 

V3(-l-s/5)+i( 

■3-^5) 

^ 

'-2 

^3(-l-v'S)  +  i( 

3  +  ^6) 

adbc 

116.      I    give    also    the    group    of    12,   (abce),   slightly   modifying    the    form:    viz.   I 
write    first    ^3  +  i  V5  =  2  ■^/2k,  and    therefore    >J:i-i>/5  =  2-^2:-,:    then    for  x  I   write  Xjp, 

and    divide    the   A    and   B  by   X:    the   A   and   B   then   contain   -,   and   the   0  and   1) 

contain   7; ,   and   assuming  r  =  ^,   we   have   t:  =  —  *■     For   instance,    in    the    transformation 
corresponding   to   ahc,   the   Aiv  +  B  and    Gx  +  D, 

=  2a)=fl:-(v'3+-iV5)    and    {- ^S  +  2.J6)a: -2o>, 

become   first   2w^ic— 2V2&,   and   -2^/2-tX  —  2q),   and   then   (omitting   also    the    factor   2) 


is,  the  values  of  A,  B,  C,  D  are  a>',  —i^/2,  i-/2,,  —  m.     The  group  is 
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Group  of  12.     Pole  at  B. 


1 

0 

0 

1 

1 

u> 

0 

0 

1 

ace 

u= 

0 

0 

1 

aee 

--■.,^3 

iuV2 

abc 

-ia.V2 

i«=J2 

-a, 

acb 

-i-a,va 

i^2 

-<g 

abe 

-iV2 

iW2 

-«-■! 

aeb 

-i<^V2 

iV3 

-u" 

bee 

-iV3 

/«^/2 

-„ 

bee 

-iw^2 

iu^^/2 

-1 

ab.ce 

-i-«V3 

iu,^2 

-1 

ae.bc 

-W2 

W2 

-1 

ache 

117.     From   the   Table   of  the   Groups   of  12   and    24,  0-form,   it   appears   that   the 
group  of  12  is 

'^■'  '       a:'      x  +  l     '        x  +  \       '      x-1    '        x-1       ' 

x  +  i      x-i      -(x  +  i)      -(x-i) 

and   if  we   proceed   to   form    the   product   of  the   twelve   factors   s  —  te,   s  — ,   s  +  x,   &c., 
we  have  first  the  three  products 

=  S^  +  as=+l:  s'  +  ^^-i-l;  s'  +  7S=  +  l; 

if  for  shortness 

The  product  of  the  three  quartic  functions  i.-i 

=  (s*  +  1)=  +  (s*  +  1)=  s=  (a  + /3  +  7)  +  (5*  +  1)  s*  (,37  +  ya  +  «/3)  +  s\  o=/3V ; 
and  we  have 


(37  +  7CH-  a^,    = 


4(a^-34a-'  +  l) 
-36^(aH-l)^ 


36.     «/ 


_  -  32ai^  (a^  +  1)' 
'  '   x'(x'-iy     ' 
_  4  jx"  ~  33s8  - 


a?{af-  If 
Hence  the  product  is  found  to  be 

=  {f^'  -  33s=  -  33s'  +  1 )  -  s^  (s^  -  !)■■ 


-  33fl^  -  SSa-*  +  1 


fic,"-!)^ 
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which  is 

-'  ^^- ^^ r  sHs^-iy      ~-.^(^^if    }■ 

We    thus   verify   that    the   twelve   transformations   x  into   io,   into   -,   &c.,  give   each    of 
them  a  transformation  of  the  function 

a;" (a---  If 
into  itself. 

The  system  of  15  circles.     Art.  Nos.  118  to  127. 

118.  It  has  been  already  remarked  that  we  can  from  the  coefficients  (^1,  B,  C,  D) 
of  the  homographic  transformation  pass  back  to  the  position  of  the  axis  of  rotation : 
viz.  we  have 

A    :  B  :  C  :  D  =  —  v  —  i  :  X  +  ifi.  :  X-ijj,  ;  v-i, 
and  thence 

X:fL-.v:l=         B  +  0    :    -i(B-C)  :  I)  -  A       :i(D  +  A), 

that  is, 

X,  fi,  i'  =  -i{B  +  C),     -   (B-C),    -i{D-A);    -(B  +  A). 

The  equations  of  the  axis  thus  are 

x      _     iy    _      z 
B+C     B-C     D-A' 

and  the  equations  of  the  central  plane  at  right  angles  to  the  axis  are 

-{B+  G)x  ^■i{B  -C)y  -\-{A-D)  z^O. 

119.  In  particular,  we  may  find  the  equations  of  the  15  planes  at  right  angles 
to  the  ©-axes:  these  are  in  fact  the  before-mentioned  15  planes,  intersecting  the 
sphere  in  great  circles  the  projections  of  which  are  the  circles  in  the  three  figures 
respectively.  Taking  the  equation  of  the  plane  to  be  Lx-{-My  +  Nz  =  Q,  it  is  at  once 
seen  that  the  equation  of  the  projecting  cone  (vertex  at  the  South  pole)  is 

N{(d'+y''+3'-\)-^{z+r)iLx  +  My-\-Nz)  =  (i. 

and  hence,  writing  s  =  0,   we  find 

^T^^^, + 2/=^  - 1)  -  2  (i«  +  %) = 0 

for   the   equation  of  the  circle   in   the   plane  figure,     ^c    have    thus    the    equations   of 
a  system  of  15  circles  related  to  each  other  in   the  manner  before  referred  to. 

120.  Taking  the  0-form,  the  equations  of  the  15  planes  ai'e  at  once  found:  and 
we  thence  obtain  the  equations  of  the   15  circles:   viz.  writing  for  shortness 
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the  equations  are 
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(3-V5)!C  +  (    l-Vo)y  +  2« 
-l-V5)a'  +  (-l+V5)2/  +  2^  =  0, 

-3  +  V6)»+(-l  +  V5)j/  +  22  = 
(l  +  V5)«  +  (    l-Vii)!/  +  22  =  0, 
-l-V3)i'  +  (-3-Vo)y  +  2z  =  0, 
-S  +  V5):c  +  (    l-V6)j+22  =  0, 

-l-,/5)«  +  (    3  +  V6)y 
(3-v'5)«  +  (-l  +  V5)i/  +  2« 

-I-Vo)a;  +  (    l-^/5)J  +  2^ 
(l  +  V5)a;  +  (-3-Vo)y  +  2z 


t-2^ 


n-K  3-V5)rc  +  (  l-V»)>/]  =  0, 
n-[(-l-V5)a,  +  (-l+,/5)i,]=0, 
n-[(  l  +  V»)«;  +  (  3  +  V3)rf-0; 
and  similarly  for  the  other  circles. 


of  3   planes,  or  circles,  intersecting 


3  =  0,     (ab.cd)         ii  =  0, 
(ac.bd)  x  =  0, 

{ad  .be)  y  =  0, 
{ae .  he) 
{ah .  ce) 
(ac .  be) 
{ad .  be) 
(ab .  de) 
[ae.U) 
{ad .  ce) 
{ae . cd) 
{ac .  de) 
{he .  de) 
(be.cd) 
=  0,     (Id.ce). 

121.     Observe   that   the   arrangement   is   in 
at   right   angles.     One   of  the   circles   is   the   circle  li,  =x^  +  y'^~l,  =0  coiTesponding  to 
the   equator,   and   two   of  them   are   the   right   lines   x-0   aud  ?/  =  0.     Tho  equations  of 
the  remaining  12  circles  may  be  written  in  the  somewhat  different  form 

n  +  (V5  -  1)  b  -  i  (V5  -  1)  it]  =  0, 

n  -  (Vo  -  1)  b  -  i  (V.5  +  3)  sr]  -  0, 

O  -  (V5  +  3)  [y  +  i  (Vo  -  1)  it]  -  0. 

n  -  (Vo  -  1)  [y  -  i  Wo  -  1)  ».]  _  0, 

"  +  (V5  -  1)  b  -  i  (V5  +  3)  X]  =  0, 

O  +  (Vo  +  3)  b  +  HV3  -  1)  "]  =  0. 

n  +  (V5  - 1)  b  + 1  W«  -!)»]  =  0, 
n  -  (Vo  -  1)  b  + 1  (V5  +  3) «] .  0, 

Q  -  W5  +  3)  b  -  i  W5  -  1)  ^]  -  0, 

n  -  (V5  -  1)  b  +  i  (V5  -  1) »!]  =  0, 

n  +  (V5  -  1)  [y  +  }  (V5  +  3)  a;]  -  0, 

n  +  (V5  +  3)  b  -  i  (V5  - 1)  it]  -  0. 

It  hence  appears  that  4  and  4  circles  have  with  fl  =  0  the  common  chords  y+|{^5  —  l)i);=0, 
y  —  i(VS  — 1)^  =  0  respectively;  and  that  2  and  2  circles  have  with  f2  =  0  the  common 
chords  y+i(\/5  +  3)ic=0,  y-i(V5  +  3)«=0  respectively. 

c.  XI.  27 
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122.     The  equations  of  the  12  circles  are,  in  fact, 

a  +  (V5-l)[;/±i{V5-l)<c]  =  U,    n±(v'5  +  3)[y  +  HV5-l)^]  =  0, 
n+(V5-l)[y  +  iW5+3)ic]  =  0: 
hence  the  radii  are  =>Jo  —  1,  2  and  V^  + 1  respectively. 

The  construction  of  the  12  circles  is  as  follows.     Stai'ting  with  a  circle  radius  1. 
Lay   down   the   diameters   y±^(>^a—l)x  =  0   (AA    in   the   figure),  and  through  the 
extremities  of  each  describe  2  pairs  of  circles  with  the  radii  V^  —  1,  ^5  + 1  respectively. 

Lay   down   the   diameters   y  ±^  Wo  +  3)  ic  =  0   (BB  in   the   figure),  and   through   the 
extremities  of  each  describe  a  pair  of  circles  with  the  radius  2. 


123.     For  the  -4-form,  the  equations  of  the  fifteen  planes  e 


-X 

'J                                 =  V 

oo.M 

(e  +.')* 

+                        2-0 

a&  .c(i 

(«■-(■)<> 

-i(e'+<')j                          -0 

nc  .6(i 

-(«•+(<)  a; 

+  i(e'-«=)!/  +  2(6  +  e')2  =  0 

lie  .40 

-X  + 

(e"  +  6'-e-e")j+                 2«  -  0 

<ij.ee 

(6  -e-)* 

-i(. +e')y                  =0 

ub  .de 

-(,+«•)»: 

+  i(e  -e^).f/  +  2(e  +  e*)2  =  0 

m  .  hd 

+  ((■  +  «• +  2)  a! 

~i{i'-^),j+                 2j  =  0 

ad .  be 

(.  -.•)« 

+  ;(«+£<);,                          =0 

1(6  .  cd 

-  (e  +  «•)  I 

-  i  (e  -  •')  1/  +  2  (e  +  «•)  »  -  0 

ac  .de 

{e>  +  «>+  2)i 

+  *(€=-e=)i/+                 2^=0 

ad.ee 

(«■-»■)» 

+  ;(«■  +  «")}                           =  0 

bd.ee 

-(«■  +  «■)»■ 

-.■<«"-«■)?+ 2(«  +  .')»-0 

be  .de 

-,!- 

(«"  +  «•-. -.■)}+                2^  =  0 

be  .  ed, 

at  once  found  to  be 
ad  .he 


where,  as  before,  the  three  planes  of  each  set  intersect  at  right  angles. 

124.  Passing  to  the  circles,  the  first  plane  of  each  set  gives  a  right  line,  and 
we  have  thus  five  of  the  circles  reducing  themselves  to  right  lines  inclined  to  the 
axis  of  ic  at  angles  0°,  36",  72°,  108°  and  144°  respectively. 

The  remaining  10  circles  form  5  pairs,  the  circles  of  a  paii'  having  difierent 
radii,  bwt  the  two  radii  being  the  same  for  each  pair,  and  so  that  for  the  several 
pairs  the  common  chords  with  the  circle  fl  =  0,  are  the  diameters  inclined  to  the 
axis  of  «  at  the  angles  18°,  54°,  90°,  126°  and  162°  respectively.  Considering  the 
two  circles  for  which  the  inclination  is  90°.  these  arise  from  the  planes  -ce  +  {e  +  ^)s  =  0, 
{e  +  e^)x  +  s  =  0    respectively.     The    equations   of  the   circles   thus   are    (e  +  e*) il  +  23:  =  0, 


Hosted  by 


Google 


745] 


AND   THE  POLYHEDRAL  FUNCTIONS. 


H  — 2(e  +  e*)a;=0,   or   recollecting    that   2(e+e*)  =  V5  — 1    and    therefore     ^  =  V-^  +  l, 

the  equations  are 

!^'  +  f-W5-l)a:-l  =  0.     *=  +  7=  +  (V5  +  l)a;  =  0; 

hence  for  the  first  circle  the  ^-coordinate  of  the  centre  is  J(V5— 1)  and  the  radius  is 
=  ^ VCIO  —  2 V5) ;  for  the  second  circle  the  a;-coordinate  of  the  centre  is  =|(V5  +  1), 
and  the  radius  =  ^  ^(10  +  2  V5).  We  have  thus  the  construction  of  these  two  circles, 
and  consequently  the  construction  of  all  the  12  circles. 

125.     For    the  B-form,    after    some    easy   reductions   and   attending   to   the   relation 
dj  — (o^  =  iv'3,  the  equations  of  the  15  planes  become 


01 

-0 

oc.W 

( 

-;i 

f  V5)y  + 

2«.0 

aS.ci 

(3 

1-  V5) ;/  + 

2«  =  0 

(«?.  6c 

^3*  + 

•Jo  !/  + 

22  =  0 

oo.Se 

-(l+V5)V3«  +  ( 

3 

-V5)y  + 

fe  =  0 

ai..oe 

(-l+V3)V3»+( 

-3 

-v'6)i/  + 

4^  =  0 

ae.  tc 

07  + 

V3  !/ 

-0 

o«.6ii 

-V3a7  + 

i/  +  {3  +  V5)    3=0 

ocJ.fc 

VSrs- 

SI +  (3 

-V3)   2  =  0 

oh.de 

-  V3a'  + 

V3  y  + 

22  =  0 

ac  .de 

(l-V5)V8«  +  ( 

-3 

-V5)S  + 

42  =  (1 

ad.ee 

(1  +  V6)  ,/3«  + 

(3 

-V5)!/  + 

42  =  0 

ae.ed 

«- 

V3  1/ 

=  0 

bd.ee 

V3«  + 

y  +  (3 

fV3)   2  =  0 

be.de 

-  V3i*'  - 

y  +  (S 

-V3)   2  =  0 

be  .  ed. 

he    15    circles,    3 

are 

the    lines 

i-i,V3  =  0 

(C=0,     it 

126. 
these   are   lines   at   inclinations   30^,  90°,  150°   to   the   axis   of  a 
remaining  12  circles  are 

li-  (3-l-\/.5))/=.0, 
(3  +  V5)n~2(j/-^V3)  =  0, 
(3-V5)ri  +  2(2/-^V3)  =  0, 
(3-i-V5)fi-2(y  +  a.V3)  =  0, 
(3  -  V5)  n  +  2  (jf  +  ^  V3)  =  0, 


z/V3  =  0,    viz. 
The   equations   of  the 
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viz.  these  are  pairs  of  circles  having,  for  their  common  chords  with  il  =  0,  the  diameters 
at  inclinations  0°,  60°,  120°  respectively.     And,  lastly,  we  have  the  circles 

2Ii  -  [(- 1  +  v'5)  V33:  -  (3  +  V5)  2/]  =  0,     j     2n  +  [(- 1  +  V6)  -JZa:  +  (3  +  V5)  2/]  =  0, 
n  -  [  -  \/Sx  +         ^6  ij]  =  0,     \       n  -  [  >J^+         \/5  »/]  =  0, 

2Ii  +  [(    I  +  V5)V3a;-(3-V5)2/]  =  0,  2ri-[{    l+V5)V3iK  +  (3-V5)y]  =  0. 

127.     The   first   three   of  these   have,  for  common  chords  with   n  =  0,  the  diameters 
whose  equations  are 

(-l  +  V'^)V3ai-(3  +  v'5).y=0,     -v'3«+V5!/  =  0,     (1+ V5)  V3a:-(3- V5)?/  =  0: 


equations    are    7/  =  {—  2  +  Vo)  a^  V^,   3/  ■ 


'V5 


j/  =  (2  +  v'S)*' V3.      If,    as    in    a 


table,  ^=37°  46',  sin^  = 


then  the 


^    -^,  cos^  =  ^--T^,  and  therefore   tan^=     '  ; 
J  V  ^  ^  V  ^  V  5 

inclinations  of  these  diameters  to  the  axis  of  a;  are  respectively  60°  —  9,  0  and 
120"-^,  or  say  30°-(^-30°),  30°  +  (^  -  30°)  and  90°-(^-30°),  where  ^- 30''  =  7°46', 
i.e.  the  inclinations  are  30° +  7°  46'  and  90"  — 7°  46'.  And  for  the  other  three  circles 
the  common  chords  are  the  diameters  at  the  same  inclinations  taken  negatively.  The 
geometrical  construction  of  the  fifteen  circles  for  the  £-case  in  question  is  thus  not 
so  simple  as  in  the  0-  and  jl-ca.ses. 


The  Regular  Polyhedra  as  Solid  figures.    Art.  Nos.  128  to  134. 

128,  I  annex  some  results  relating  to  the  polyhedra  considered  as  solid  figures 
bounded  by  plane  faces;  or  say  results  relating  to  the  regular  solids:  s  is  in  each 
case  taken  for  the  length  of  the  edge  of  the  solid. 

Tetrahedron.  Cube.  OotaheJvoD.  Dodecahedron.      leosahedron. 


Bad.  of  inscribed  sphere,  r  , 

Bad.  of  eirela  eireum.  to  face,  R' 
Bad.  of  oirele  inscribed  to  face,  r' 
Inol.  of  adjacent  faces  j 

Incl.  of  ecige  to  adjacent  face 


J3 
2^3 

S.W3 

1 

V3W5  +  1) 
4 

'■V'¥' 

1 

1 

,3±sL^ 

1+^/5 

2V3 

Va 

»-4 

'  i 

1 

3  ^2  ^/3 

s.i 

1 
VV3 

/25  +  llv'5 
'  V       "  40  " 

4V« 

1 
V3 

1 

'3 

1 

V    10 

1 
'J' 

■2V3 

s.i 

*2"v:i 

/s  + 2,^/5 

W      30- 

•STi 

.03-1  4  ^70' 28' 

90= 

003-1-5  =  109°  .59' 

x>s-.-l  =  54M6' 

90= 

COS- -J- =125=  44' 

But   we   require   further   data   in   the   CEises   of    the    dodecahedron    and    the    icosahedron 
respectively. 
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For   the   dodecahedron,   taking    the 
1  face 

diagonal,  g  is 

altitude,   k   „ 

segments  of  do.,  e   „ 

/ 


to  be 


before,   then    in    the 


„   =s.iV(5  +  2V5), 
„  =s.iv'(10-2^5), 

k^e+f^R'  +  r'. 


130.  The  section  through  a  pair  of  opposite  edges  is  a  hexagon,  as  shown  in 
the  figure,  viz.  this  is  constructed  by  taking  the  four  equal  distances  0%,  =  p, 
=  s .  i  (3  +  V5),  meeting  at  right  angles  in  0 ;  then  drawing  the  double  ordinates  BB, 
each  =s,  through  0,  and  ©3  respectively,  and  joining  their  extremities  with  Ch)^  and 
©J :  the  sides  &^B  and  ©iS  are  then  each  =  k,  =s.^  V(5  +  2  V5) ;  and  inserting 
upon    them    the    points    A,    ^     from     the    figTire    of   the    pentagon,    we    have    several 


relations;     viz.    the    line   AA    cuts  the    parallel    sides  B©j,   B©i    at    right 

angles,  and   when   produced   passes  through   the  intersection   of  B@^  and  S0j  i    we  have 

OA,    OB,   0&  =  r,   R,   p   respectively;    the    four  points    ^    form    a  square,   the    side   of 
which  is  g,  =  s .  ^  (\/5  +  1). 
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131.  We  find  also 

It  may  be  remarked  that  in  the  figure  5@i,  B®,  are  the  projections  of  pentagonal 
face«,  at  right  angles  to  the  plane  of  the  paper,  having  their  centres  at  the  points 
A,  A,  and  the  perpendicular  distance  between  them  =AA:  the  points  Q,  Q  (only 
one  of  them  shown  in  the  figure)  determine  the  directions  of  the  5  +  5  aides  which 
abut  on  these  pentagonal  faces  respectively ;  and  the  5  +  5  points  B  which  are  the 
other  extremities  of  these  sides  respectively  form  two  pentagons,  centres  M,  M  in  the 
planes  MB  and  MB  respectively :  the  remaining  10  sides  of  the  dodecahedron  are  the 
skew  decagon  obtained  by  joining  in  order  these  10  points  B.  We  have  thus  the 
means  of  making  the  perspective  delineation  of  the  dodecahedron, 

132.  The  dodecahedron  is  built  up  from  the  cube,  by  placing  on  each  face  a 
figure  of  two  triangular  and  two  quadrangular  i'aces,  the  orthogonal  projection  of 
which    on    the    face    of   the    cube    is    as    in    the    figure :    the   side   of  the   square   is  g. 


=  s.\{\/o  + 1):  the  slope-breadths  of  the  triangular  faces  are  e,  =s.^^/(\^  —  2^5), 
and  those  of  the  quadrangular  faces  are  /,  =5.^^(10+2^5);  the  lines  represented 
by   the   other   lines   of  the   figure   arc    in    actual    length    each    =  s.      We    have    thus    a 
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section  which  is  an  isosceles  triangle,  base  =g,  other  sides  each  =f;  and  the  square 
of  the  altitude  is  thus  =  f^  —  ig'' =  \s^,  or  the  altitude  =^a;  viz.  the  altitude  of  the 
ridge-line  BB,   above  the   face   of  the   cube   is   =^s,   the   half-side  of  the   dodecahedron. 


We  have   in  this   result   the  most   simple   means   of  forming  the  perspective  delineation 
of  the  dodecahedron. 

1-33.  For  the  icosahedron  the  section  through  two  opposite  edges  is  a  hexagon, 
as  sho\vn  in  the  figure  (p.  216) :  to  construct  it,  we  take  the  four  distances  0®  each 
-p  =  s.\(l+^b)  meeting  at  right  angles;  and  then  the  distances  A%^,  A@i  each 
=  \s;  and  complete  the  hexagon.  This  gives  the  sides  A<^i,  A%i  each  =s.^V3,  the 
altitude    of    the    triangular    fa«e,    side   =s;    and    then,   taking    0^5    one-third    <jf    this, 

=  s^—.i.,  we  have  OB  at  right  angles  to  A%u  and  OA,  OB,  O^^^R,  r,  p  respectively. 


Moreover,  joining 
.  point  ilf:   we  find 


Ij©^  and  OA.:,   we   have   these   lines   ciitting   at   right   angles   in 


AS:,- 
i/0, 


/5  +  2  ^5 


134.  It  may  be  remarked  that  Aj@-,,,  ASi  are  the  projections  of  two  pentagons 
in  planes  perpendicular  to  that  of  the  paper,  their  centres  being  M,  M:  producing 
OM,  OM  to  the  points  A^,  A,  respectively,  we  have  a  pentagonal  pyi'amid,  summit 
A.^,  standing   on   the   first   pentagon,  and   an   opposite   pyramid,  summit  A„  standing  on 
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the  other  pentagon :  the  5  +  5  triangular  faces  of  the  two  pyramids  are  ten  of  the 
faces  of  the  icosahedron,  and  the  remaining  ten  faces  are  the  triangles  each  having 
for   its   base   a   side   of   the   one   pentagon,   and   for  its   vertex   a    summit   of   the   other 


pentagon,  viz.  the  sides  are  the  sides  of  the  skew  decagon  obtained  by  joining  in 
order  the  angular  points  of  the  two  pentagons.  We  have  thus  a  convenient  method 
of  forming  the  perspective  delineation  of  the  icosahedron. 
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746. 

HIGHEB  PLANE  CURVES. 

[Fi-om  Salmon's  Higher  Plane  Curves,  (Srd  ed.,  1879);    see  the  Preface.] 


One   chaptei   and    a   large   number  of   articles,    id   the   second  edition   of    Salmon's   Higher   Plane    Car 
e  due  to  Professor  Cayley.    Full  reference  to  these  is  given  fay  Dr  Salmon  in  the  preface. 
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NOTE  ON  THE  DEGENERATE  FORMS  OF  CURVES. 


[From  Salmon's  Higher  Plane  Curves,  (3rrf  ed.,  1879),  pp.  3S3— 385.] 

Some  remarks  may  be  added  as  to  the  analytical  theory  of  the  degenerate  forms 
of  curves.  As  regards  conies,  a  line-pair  can  be  represented  in  point-coordinates  by  an 
equation  of  the  form  a>y  =0\  and  reciprocally  a  point-pair  can  be  represented  in  line- 
coordinates  by  an  equation  ^  =  0,  but  we  have  to  consider  how  the  point-pair  can  be 
represented  in  point-coordinates :  an  equation  af  =  0  is  no  adequate  representation  of 
the  point-pair,  but  merely  represents  (as  a  two -fold  or  twice  repeated  line)  the  line 
joining  the  two  points  of  the  point-pair,  all  traces  of  the  points  themselves  being  lost 
in  this  representation :  and  it  is  to  be  noticed,  that  the  conic,  or  two-fold  line  a,^  =  0, 
or  say  (oa; -I- j8^ -H  73)^  =  0  is  a  conic  which,  analytically,  and  (in  an  improper  sense) 
geometrically,  satisfies  the  condition  of  touching  any  line  whatever;  whereas  the  only 
proper  tangents  of  a  point-pair  are  the  lines  which  pass  through  one  oi'  other  of  the 
two  points  of  the  point-pair. 

The  solution  arises  out  of  the  notion  of  a  point-pair,  considered  as  the  limit  of 
a  conic,  or  say  as  an  indefinitely  flat  conic ;  we  have  to  consider  conies  certain  of  the 
coefficients  whereof  are  infinitesimals,  and  which,  when  the  infinitesimal  coefficients 
actually  vanish,  reduce  themselves  to  two-fold  lines ;  and  it  is,  moreover,  necessary  to 
consider  the  evanescent  coefficients  as  infinitesimals  of  different  orders.  Thus  consider 
the  conies  which  pass  through  two  given  points,  and  touch  two  given  linos  (four  con- 
ditions); take  2/  =  0,  s=0  for  the  given  lines,  fl;=0  for  the  line  joining  the  given 
points,  and  (ce  =  0,  1/— 03  =  0),  (x  =  0,  y-0s  =  O)  for  the  given  points;  the  equation  of 
a  conic  satisfying  the  required  conditions  and  containing  one  arbitrary  parameter  0,  is 
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or,  what  is  the  same  thing, 

[x  +  Oy  +  e  v'(a;S)  s^C  -  0' i^  + ^)  ys  =0; 

and  this  equation,  considoring  therein  9  as  an  infinitesimal,  say  of  the  first  order, 
reprcaenta  the  flat  conic  or  point-pair  composed  of  the  two  given  points.  Comparing 
with  the  general  equation 

(o,  i,  c,/,  »,;.$«,  y,^)-.0, 
we   have 

viz.  a  being  taken  to  be  finite,  we  have  g  and  li  infinitesimals  of  the  first  order; 
h,  c,  /  infinitesimals  of  the  second  order ;  and  the  four  ratios  -/(&)  :  "/(c)  '■  \/(/)  '■  9  '-^ 
are  so  determined  as  to  satisfy  the  prescribed  conditions. 

Observe  that  the  flat  conic,  considered  as  a  conic  passing  through  the  two  given 
points  and  touching  the  two  given  lines,  is  represented  by  a  detei^iinate  equation, 
viz.  considering  the  condition  imposed  upon  0(9=  infinitesimal)  as  a  determination  of 
d,  the  equation  is  a  completely  determinate  one ;  but  considering  the  flat  conic  merely 
as  a  conic  passing  through  the  two  given  points,  the  equation  would  contain  two 
arbitrary  parameters,  determinable  if  the  flat  conic  was  subjected  to  the  condition  of 
touching  two  given  lines,  or  to  any  other  two  conditions. 

Generally,  we  may  consider  the  equation  of  a  curve  of  the  order  n ;  such  equation 
containing  certain  infinitesimal  coefficients  and,  when  these  vanish,  reducing  itself  to 
a  composite  equation  P"^  ...=0;  the  equation  in  its  original  form  represents  a  curve 
which  may  be  called  the  penultimate  curve.  Consider  the  tangents  from  an  arbitrary 
point  to  the  penultimate  curve ;  when  this  breaks  up,  the  system  of  tangents  reduces 
itself  to  (1)  the  tangents  from  the  fixed  point  to  the  several  component  curves 
p  =  0,  Q  =  0,  &c.  respectively  ;  (2)  the  lines  through  the  singular  points  of  these  same 
curves  respectively;  (3)  the  lines  through  the  points  of  intersection  P  =  0,  Q  =  0,  &c. 
of  each  two  of  the  component  curves ;  these  points,  each  reckoned  a  proper  number 
of  times,  are  called  "  fixed  summits " ;  (4)  the  lines  from  the  fixed  point  to  certain 
determinate  points  called  "  free  summits "  on  the  several  component  curves  P  =  0, 
Q  =  0,  &c.  respectively.  We  have  thus  a  degenerate  form  of  the  Ji-thic  curve,  which 
may  be  regarded  as  consisting  of  the  component  curves,  each  its  proper  number  of 
times,  and  of  the  foregoing  points  called  summits,  and  is  consequently  only  inadequately 
represented  by  the  ultimate  equation  P"Q^...  =  0;  the  number  and  distribution  of  the 
summits  is  not  arbitrary,  but  is  regulated  by  laws  arising  from  the  consideration  of 
the  penultimate  curve,  and  there  ai'e  of  course  for  any  given  value  of  n  various  forms 
of  degenerate  curve,  according  to  the  different  ultimate  forms  P°Q^  ...  =  0,  and  to  the 
number  and  distribution  of  the  summits  on  the  different  component  curves.  The  case 
of  a  quartic  curve  having  the  ultimate  form  ^^'  =  0  has  been  considered  by  Cayley, 
Gomptes  Mendus,  t.  Lxxiv.  p.  708  (March,  1872),  [515],  who  states  his  conclusion  as  follows : 

28—2 
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"there  exists  a  quartic  curve  the  penultimate  of  x^y^^Q,  with  nine  free  summits, 
three  of  them  on  one  of  the  lines  (say  the  line  y  =  0),  and  which  are  three  of  the 
intersections  of  the  quartic  by  this  line  (the  fourth  intersection  being  indefinitely  near 
to  the  point  a;  =  0,  ^  =  0),  six  situate  at  pleasure  on  the  other  line  a;  =  0 ;  and  three 
fixed  summits  at  the  intersection  of  the  two  lines,"  Other  forma  have  heen  con- 
sidered by  Dr  Zeuthen,  Comptes  Rendus,  t.  lxxv.  pp.  703  and  950  (September  and 
October,  1872),  and  some  other  forms  by  Zeuthen ;  the  whole  question  of  the  degenerate 
forms  of  curves  is  one  well  deserving  further  investigation. 

The  question  of  the  number  of  cubic  curves  satisfying  given  elementary  conditions 
(depending  as  it  does  on  the  consideration  of  the  degenerate  forms  of  these  curves) 
has  been  solved  by  Maillard  and  Zeuthen ;  that  of  the  number  of  quartic  curves  has 
been  solved  by  Dr  Zeuthen. 
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748. 


ON   THE   BITANGENTS   OF   A   QUARTIC. 


1  Salmon's  Higher  Plane  Curves.  (Srd  ed.,  1879),  pp.  387—889.] 


The  equations  of  the  28  bitangents  of  a  quartic  carve  were  obtained  in  a  very 
elegimt  form  by  Riemann  in  the  paper  "  Zur  Theorie  der  Abel'schen  Functionen  fur 
den  Fall  ;)=3,"  Ges.  Werke,  Leipzig,  187G,  pp.  456—472;  and  see  also  Weber's  Theorie 
der  Ahel'schen  Functionen  vom  Geschlecht  3,"  Berlin,  1876.  Eiemann  connects  the 
several  bitangents  with  the  characteristics  of  the  28  odd  functions,  thus  obtaining  for 
them  an  algorithm  which  it  is  worth  while  to  explain,  but  they  will  be  given  also 
with  the  algorithm  employed  p.  231  et  seq.  of  the  present  work*,  which  is  in  fact  the 
more  simple  one.  The  characteristic  of  a  triple  ^-function  is  a  symbol  of  the  form 
a/3y, 


where  each  of  the  lettei-s  is  =  0  or  1 ;  there  are  thus  in  all  64  such  symbols,  but  they 
are  considered  as  odd  or  even  according  as  the  sum  aa'+^^'+yy  is  odd  or  even; 
and  the  numbers  of  the  odd  and  even  characteristics  are  28  and  36  respectively;  and, 
as  already  mentioned,  the  28  odd  characteristics  correspond  to  the  28  bitangents 
respectively. 

We  have  x,  y,  z  trilineai'  coordinates,  a,  &,  y,  a',  0',  y   constants  chosen  at  pleasure, 
and  then  a",  /3",  y"  determinate  constants,  such  that  the  equations 
+  ?+>?+?  =0, 

+  ^  +  S  +  -^  =  o, 

CL         li       y 


X+        ,J+      z 

a;  +  /3  i/  +  7« 

x  +  fS'y+i^ 

■■»j  +  ;3"j  +  7"2 

[*  That  is,  Salmon's  Hhjher  Plane  Cur 
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are  equivalent  to  three  independent  equations ;  tliis  being  so,  they  determine  f,  ^,  J, 
each  of  them  as  a  linear  function  of  {x,  y,  z) ;  and  the  equations  of  the  bitangents  of 
the  curve  V(«f )  +  V(!/l)  +  VK)  =  0  (»««  Weber,  p.  100)  are 


001 
Oil 

Oil 

OOl 

010 
010 
100 
110 

no 

100 
101 
100 
010 

oil 


oil 

010 

no 

010 


010 

no 


001 

100 


110 

111 

100 


«!-0, 

y  =  0, 

2=0, 

f-0. 

57=0, 

f-0, 
x  +  y  +  x 
f  +  !/  +  « 


«x  ^iiy  +^z  =  0, 
f   +fiy  +72  =  0, 
a'a;  +  j^y  +  7's  =  0, 
-,   +(3'!/  +  7'»-0, 
a"a:  +  /3"y  +  7-«  =  0, 
K  +/3'V  +  7"«  =  0, 

1  +  5+2  =  0, 

^  +  y  +  i;.ts, 

rt/i.  _L  /^oi  J.  -=  —  (1 
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101 

Oil 


27 

101 

37 

001 
111 

67 

100 
100 

67 

110 

oil 

56 

010 

111 

15 

001 
001 

46 

oil 

110 

47 

111 

010 

!.'«  +  ^'y  +  ^,   -0, 
a"a;+  ^,  +  7"^  =  0, 


1  -  /37        1  -  7a        I  -  «^ 
l^/Sy"''  r-ya''*'   l-i'/S'""' 


1  -  ^V      1  -  7"""     1 - 


-0, 


«  (1  -  /37)    ^  /3  (1  -  7<.)  *  7  (1  -  a/3) 


_L. 


a"(l  -  fi'V)     ;3"(1  -7"«'')  "^ 7"(1  -«."r) 

The  whole  number  of  ways  in  which  the  equation  of  the  curve  can  be  expressed 
in  a  form  such  as  V(^?)  +  VCy?)  +  Vi^?)  =  0  is  1260;  viz,  the  three  pairs  of  bitangents 
entering  into  the  equation  of  the  curve  are  of  one  of  the  types 

12.34,     13.24,     14.23       IS      No.  is     70 

12.34,     13.24,     .56.78    D    II        „      630 

13 .  23,     14 .  24,     15 .  2.5        ^  „      560 

1260. 

It  may  be  remarlied  that,  selecting  at  pleasure  any  two  pairs  out  of  a  system  of 
three  pairs,  the  typo  is  always  D  or  1 1 1 1 ,  viz,  (see  p.  238)  the  four  bitangents  are  such 
that  their  points  of  contact  are  situate  on  a  conic. 
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749. 

SOLID  GEOMETRY. 


[From  Salmon's  Treatise  on  the  analytic  geometry  of  three  dimensions,  (Srd  ed.,  1S74); 
see  the  Pre/ace.] 

A   considerable   number  ol   articles   in  the   third   eiiition  of  Salmon's  Treatise  are  due  to  Professor  Cayley. 
Full  reference  to  these  is  given  b3-  Dr  Salmon  in  the  preface. 
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ON    THE    THEORY    OF    RECIPROCAL    SURFACES. 

[From  Salmon's  Treatise  on  the  analytic  geometry  of  three  dimensiom,  (^rd  ed.,  1874), 
pp.  539—550.] 

600.  In  further  developing  the  theory  of  reciprocal  surfaces  it  has  been  found 
necessary  to  take  account  of  other  singularities,  some  of  which  are  as  yet  only 
imperfectly  understood.  It  will  be  convenient  to  give  the  following  complete  list  of 
the  quantities  which  present  themselves : 

n,    order  of  the  surface. 

a,    oi-der  of  the  tangent  cone  drawn  from  any  point  to  the  surface. 

h,    number  of  nodal  edges  of  the  cone. 

K,    number  of  its  cuspidal  edges. 

p,    class  of  nodal  toise. 

ff,   class  of  cuspidal  torse. 

h,     order  of  nodal  curve. 

k,    number  of  its  apparent  double  points. 

f,    number  of  its  actual  double  points. 

t,    number  of  its  triple  points. 

j,     number  of  its  pinch-points. 

q,    its  class. 

c,    order  of  cuspidal  curve. 

h,    number  of  its  apparent  double  points. 

$,    number  of  its  points  of  an  unexplained  singularity. 

^,   number  of  its  close-points. 
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0),   number  of  its  off-points. 
r,    its  class. 

0,   number    of    intersections  "of   nodal    and    cuspidal    curves,    stationary    points    on 
cuspidal  curve. 

7,    number  of  intersections,  stationary  points  on  nodal  curve. 

i,     number  of  intersections,  not  stationary  points  on  either  curve. 

C,   number  of  cnicnodes  of  surface. 

B,  number  of  binodes. 

And  coiTesponding  recipi'ocally  to  these : 
n',  class  of  surface. 

«',  class  of  section  by  arbitrary  plane. 
S',   number  of  double  tangents  of  section. 
K,  number  of  its  inflexions. 
p,   order  of  node-couple  curve. 
a',  order  of  spinode  curve. 
6',   class  of  node-couple  torse. 
&',  number  of  its  apparent  double  planes. 
/',   number  of  its  actual  double  planes. 

C,  number  of  its  triple  planes. 
j',  number  of  its  pinch-planes. 
q',   its  order. 

c,   class  of  spinode  torse. 

h',  number  of  its  apparent  dtjuble  planes. 

d',   number  of  its  planes  of  a  certain  unexplained  singularity. 

y^',  number  of  its  close-planes. 

to',  number  of  its  off-planes. 

r',   its  order. 

0,  number   of  common   planes   oi'  node-couple   and   spinode   torse,  stationary   planes 

of  spinode  torse. 
y,  number  of  common  planes,  stationary  planes  of  node-couple  torse. 
(',    number  of  common  planes,  not  stationary  planes  of  either  torse. 
C,  number  of  cnictropes  of  surface. 
B',  number  of  its  bitropes. 
In  all,  these  arc  46  quantities. 
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601.  In  part  explanation,  observe  that  the  definitions  of  p  and  o-  agree  with 
those  already  given.  The  nodal  torse  is  the  torse  enveloped  by  the  tangent  planes 
along  the  nodal  curve ;  if  the  nodal  curve  meets  the  curve  of  contact  a,  then  a 
tangent  plane  of  the  nodal  torse  passes  through  the  arbitrary  point,  that  is,  p  will 
be  the  number  of  these  planes  which  pass  through  the  arbitrary  point,  viz.  the  class 
of  the  torse.  So  also  the  cuspidal  torse  is  the  torse  enveloped  by  the  tangent  planes 
along  the  cuspidal  curve;  and  a-  will  be  the  number  of  these  tangent  planes  which 
pass  through  the  arbitrary  point,  viz.  it  will  be  the  class  of  the  torse.  Again,  as 
regards  p'  and  a-' :  the  node-couple  torse  is  the  envelope  of  the  bitangent  planes  of 
the  surface,  and  the  node-couple  curve  is  the  locus  of  the  points  of  contact  of  these 
planes.  Similarly,  the  spinode  torse  is  the  envelope  of  the  parabolic  planes  of  the 
surface,  and  the  spinode  curve  is  the  locus  of  the  points  of  contact  of  these  planes, 
viz.  it  is  the  curve  UH  of  intersection  of  the  siirface  and  its  Hessian ;  the  two 
curves  are  the  reciprocals  of  the  nodal  and  the  cuspidal  torses  respectively,  and  the 
definitions  of  p',  a   correspond  to  those  of  p  and  a. 

602.  In  regard  to  the  nodal  curve  h,  we  consider  k  the  number  of  its  apparent 
double  points  {excluding  actual  double  points) ;  /  the  number  of  its  actual  double  points 
(each  of  these  is  a  point  of  contact  of  two  sheets  of  the  surface,  and  there  is  thus  at 
the  point  a  single  tangent  plane,  viz.  this  is  a  plane  /',  and  we  thus  have  /'  =/) ; 
t  the  number  of  its  triple  points;  and  j  the  number  of  its  pinch-points — these  last 
are  not  singular  points  of  the  nodal  curve  •per  se,  but  are  singular  in  regard  to  the 
curve  as  nodal  curve  of  the  surface ;  viz.  a  pinch-point  is  a  point  at  which  the  two 
tangent  planes  are  coincident.  The  curve  is  considered  as  not  having  any  stationary 
points  other  than  the  points  y,  which  lie  also  on  the  cuspidal  curve ;  and  the 
expression  for  the  class  consequently  is  q  =  b^  —  b  —  1k  —  %f—^y-~&t. 

603.  In  regard  to  the  cuspidal  curve  c,  we  consider  h  the  number  of  its  apparent 
double  points;  and  upon  the  curve,  not  singular  points  in  regard  to  the  curve  per  se, 
but  only  in  regard  to  it  as  cuspidal  curve  of  the  surface,  certain  points  in  number 
0,  X'  ">  respectively.  The  curve  is  considered  as  not  having  any  actual  double  or  other 
multiple  points,  and  as  not  having  any  stationary  points  except  the  points  ff,  which 
lie  also  on  the  nodal  curve ;   and  the  expression  for  the  class  consequently  is 

r  =  c=  -  c  -  2/i  -  3/9. 

604.  The  points  y  are  points  where  the  cuspidal  curve  with  the  two  sheets  (or 
say  rather  half-sheets)  belonging  to  it  are  intersected  by  another  sheet  of  the  surface ; 
the  curve  of  intersection  with  such  other  sheet,  belonging  to  the  nodal  curve  of  the 
surface,  has  evidently  a  stationary  (cuspidal)  point  at  the  point  of  intersection. 

As  to  the  points  yS,  to  facilitate  the  conception,  imagine  the  cuspidal  curve  to  be 
a  semi-cubical  parabola,  and  the  nodal  curve  a  right  line  (not  in  the  plane  of  the 
curve)  passing  through  the  cusp ;  then  intersecting  the  two  curves  by  a  series  of 
parallel  planes,  any  plane  which  is,  say,  above  the  cusp,  meets  the  parabola  in  two 
real  points  and  the  line  in  one  real  point,  and  the  section  of  the  surface  is  a  curve 
with   two   real   cusps  and  a  real  node ;   as  the   plane  approaches  the  cusp,  these  approach 
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together,  and,  when  the  plane  passes  through  the  cusp,  unite  into  a  singular  point  in 
the  nature  of  a  triple  point  (=  node  +  two  cusps) ;  and  when  the  plane  passes  helow 
the  cusp,  the  two  cusps  of  the  section  become  imaginary,  and  the  nodal  line  changes 
from  crunodal  to  acnodal.. 

605.  At  a  point  i  the  nodal  curve  crosses  the  cuspidal  cui^ve,  being  on  the  side 
away  from  the  two  half-sheets  of  the  sur&ce  acnodal,  and  on  the  side  of  the  two 
half-sheets  crunodal,  viz.  the  two  half-sheets  intersect  each  other  along  this  portion  of 
the  nodal  curve.  There  is  at  the  point  a  single  tangent  plane,  which  is  a  plane  i' ;  and 
we  thus  have  i  =  i'. 

606.  As  already  mentioned,  a  cnicnode  C  is  a  point  where,  instead  of  a  tangent 
plane,  we  have  a  tangent  quadri-cone;  at  a  biiiode  B,  the  quadri-cone  degenerates  into 
a  pair  of  planes.  A  cnictrope  C  is  a  plane  touching  the  surface  along  a  conic ;  in 
the  case  of  a  bitrope  B',  the  conic  degenerates  into  a  flat  conic  or  pair  of  points. 

607.  In  the  original  formulas  for  o,(m— 2),  b(n—2),  c(si  — 2),  we  have  to  write 
K  —  B  instead  of  k,  and  the  formulse  are  further  modified  by  reason  of  the  singularities 
e  and  w.  So,  in  the  original  formulae,  for  a(n-2){ii-2,),  6(«-2)(n-3),  cOi- 2)(ji-;^), 
we  have  instead  of  S  to  write  t  —  G~~  Sw,  and  to  substitute  new  expressions  for 
[a6],  \ac],  [6c] ;  viz.  these  are 

[b6]  =  ab  —  2p  ~j, 
[ac]  =  ac  —  15(7  —  ;^  —  w, 

The  whole  series  of  equations  thus  is 

(1)  o'  =  ». 

(2)  f-f- 

(3)  f=i. 

(4)  o  -    » (»  -  1)  -  26  -  3c. 

(5)  «'  =  3ii(«-2)-6i-8c. 

(6)  S'-i»(»-2)(7i'-9)-(ii--«-6)(26  +  3o)  +  2!.(6-l)  +  (i6c  +  .»c(c-I). 

(7)  o  (ii  -  2)  =  »  -  B  +  p  +  2»  +  3» 

(8)  4(»-2)=  p  +  2/3  +  3j  + -it. 

(9)  c(»-2)-  2,7  +  4/3+7  +  «  +  <». 

(10)  a(.i-2)(«-3)  =  2(S-C-3i»)  +  3(<H!-3»-;{-3»)  +  2(a6-2p-j). 

(11)  6(»-2)(»-3)-«  +     {ab-ip-j  )  +  3(6c-3^-27-i). 

(12)  c<ii-2)(»-3)-64  +     ((ic-3<i--x-3o.)  +  2(6c-3/3-27-i). 

(13)  q  =  V~b-%k-y-Zt-U. 

(14)  r  =  c-"-c-24-3/3. 
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Also,  reciprocal  to  these, 

(15)  a'-   ii'(ii'-l)-26'- 

(16)  «  =.3lJ'(«'-2)-66'- 
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(IJ) 

S  .i>i'(»'-2)(ii"-9)-(«'"->.'-6)(26'  +  3c')+26'((|--l)  +  6i'c'  +  §(!'((!'-l). 

(18) 

li  («'  -  2)  =  «'  -  £'  +  p-  +  2,7'  +  .3«'. 

(19) 

&'(«'- 2)=                 p'+2^'H-37'  +  3('. 

(20) 

c'(«'-2)_               2<r'+13'+    7'  +  «'  +  o>'- 

(21) 

o'  (»'  -  2)  (n'  -  3)  -  2  (8'  -  C  -  3m')  +  3  (a'c'  -  So-'  -  x'  -  3»')  +  2  (o'f  -  2p'  -  / ). 

(22) 

i'(»'-2)(n'-3)  =  «'                      +    (aV-2p--f            )  + 3(6'c'-3/3'-2y-i') 

(23) 

c'(ii'-2)(»'-3)  =  6t'                      +    (i!'c'-3.r'-x'-3c»')  +  2(6'c'-3/3'-2Y'-i') 

(24) 

,'  _(,'>_  6'  -  2t'  -  2/  -  sy  -  Of. 

(25) 

/  =  c"  -  c-  -  2t'  -  3,8', 

together 

with    ono    other    independent   relation ;    in    all    26    relations    between    the    46 

quantities 

608.     The   new   relation   may  be   presented   under   several  dift'erent  forms,  equivalent 
to  each  other  in  virtue  of  the  foregoing  25  relations;   these  are 

(26)  2(»-l)(M-2)(ii-3)-12()i-3)(6  +  c)  +  65  +  6i-+2«  +  42/3  +  307-je.S, 

(27)  26»-12(!-4C-10£+/3-7j-8x  +  J«-4»>  =  S; 

in   eaeh   of  which  two  equations  S  is   used  to  denote  the  same  function  of  the  accented 
letters  that  the  left-hand  side  is  of  the  unaccented  letters. 

(28)  ;3'  +  J«'=     2ii(ji-2)(lln-24) 

+  (~  6611  +  184)  6 
+  (-9311+ 252)0 
+  22(2/3+37  +  3i) 
+  27(4,3+    7  +  fl) 


Or,  reciprocally, 
(29)     13  +i( 


-24C- 

1-40'  H 


28B  -27j-38x-73a) 
10B'+7j"  +Sx'   -4a,'. 


=     2»'(»'-2)(ll»'-24) 
+  (-  66»'  + 184)  b' 
+  (-  93ii'  +  252)  c' 
+  22  (2/3' +  37' +  30 
+  27(4/3'+    7'+e') 
+  /3'+i«' 

-  24C'  -  28S'  -  27j '  -  38x'  - 
+    iC  +  lOB  +    7j  +   8x  - 
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The  equation  (26)  expresses  that  the  surface  and  its  reciprocal  have  the  same  deficiency; 
viz.  the  expression  for  the  deficiency  is 


Deficiency  =i(n-l)(n-2)  (n  ~  3)  - 


b  +  c)  +  i(q  +  r)  +  2t  +^&+^y+i-ie, 


609.  The  equation  (28)  (due  to  Prof.  Cayley)  is  the  correct  form  of  an  expression 
for  /3',  first  obtained  by  him  (with  some  eiTors  in  the  numerical  coefficients)  from 
independent  considerations.  But  it  is  best  obtained  by  means  of  the  equation  (26) : 
and  (27)  is  a  relation  presenting  itself  in  the  investigation.  In  fact,  considering  a  as 
standing  for  its  value  n{n—l)—2b  —  3c,  we  have  from  the  first  25  equations 


+  2 

3i.-c-» 

=  s. 

-  2 

a(i(-2)-«  +  B-p-2CT-3w 

=  2, 

-  4 

i(«-2)-p-2/3-37-3i 

=  2, 

-6 

c(«-2)-2ff-4/3-7-f?-w 

-s, 

+  2 

a  +  «-<7-20-4B-2j-3j;- 

3»  =  S, 

-3 

2j-2p  +  /J+j 

-S, 

-2 

Sr  +  G-b<T-0-ie  +  x-(^ 

=  1; 

nation 

s   by    the    numbers   set    opposite 

to    them    respectively,    and 

+  12n--i-4:n  +  b(l2n 


■:)i3)-f  c(12«-48) 
'-SOy~2U-'7j-Sx 


+  2l9-4a.  =  S, 


and  adding  hereto  (26)  we  have  the  equation  (27);  and  from  this  (28),  or  by  a  like 
process,  (29),  is  obtained  without  much  difficulty.  As  to  the  8  2-equations  or  symmetries, 
observe  that  the  first,  third,  fourth,  and  fifth  are  in  fact  included  among  the  original 
equations  (for  an  expression  which  vanishes  is  in  fact  =  £) ;  we  have  fiwrn  them 
moreover  3n  —  c  =  3a'  —  k',  and  thence  3m  —  c  —  k  =  3a.'  —  k  —  k',  which  is  =  S,  or  we  have 
thus  the  second  equation ;  but  the  sixth,  seventh,  and  eighth  equations  have  yet  to 
be  obtained. 

610.     The  equations  (15),  (16),  (17)  give 
n'=    tt(H-l)-2S-3«, 
c'  =  3n  (a  -  2)  ~  6S  -  8/c, 

b'  =  ^a{a-2)(a'~<))-(a?-a-6){2B  +  SK)  +  2B(8-l)  +  6Bic  +  ^^(K-l). 
From  (7),  (8),  (9),  we  have 


■    b-   c)(.i-2) 
■2b-:ic)(n-2)(n~S 


2{S~C)-~Sk-18h- 


(ihc  +  1S0  +  ny+  Qi  ~  Hay 
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substituting    these    values   for    «    and   B,   and    for   a    its    value    =n{ii  —  l)  —  2b—Sc,   we 
obtain  the  values  of  n',  c',  b' ;    viz.  the  value  of  n'  is 

-Sk-  ISh  + 18/3  +  1 27  +  12i  -  9( 
-2C-3B-3ft 

Observe   that   the   effect   of  a   cnicnode    G   is   to   reduce   the   class   by  2,   and    that  of  a 
binode  B  to  reduce  it  by  3. 

611.     We  have 

(^_2)(w-3)  =  H-^-w-H(-4ji  +  ti)  =  ([  +  2i  +  3c  +  {-4H  +  6); 

making   this   substitution   in   the   equations  (10),  (11),  (12),  which   contain  («-2)(«-3), 

these  become 

a  (-  4ji  +  6)  =  2  (S  -  C)  -  «^  -  4p  -  9(T  -  2j  -  3%  -  l-5'<i, 

6  (-  4*1  +  6)  =  4&  -  26^  -  9/3  -  67  -  3i  -  2p  -j, 

c  (-  4k  +  6)  =  6A  ~  3c=  -  fi/3  -  47  -  2i  ~  3ff  -  X  -  3a,, 

which   are   the   foregoing   equations  (C);   adding   to   each   equation   four  times   the   coitc- 
sponding  equation  with  the  factor  {n  —  2),  these  become 

2b'  -  2b  =  ik-  ff  +  Gry+  i2t  -Si  +  2p  -j, 
Sd"  - 2c  =  6/i  +  10/3  +  ie-2i+5<r-x+^' 

Writing   in   the   first   of  these   a''—2a  =  n'  +  2S  +  SK  —  a,  and   reducing   the   other  two  by 
means  of  the  values  of  q,  r,  the  equations  become 

n'  -  a  =  -  2C  -  4fi  +  K  -  o-  -  2j  -  3;^;  -  3(0, 
2q  +  ^  +  3i+j  =  2p, 
Sr  +  c+2i  +  x  =  5a  +  0+'id  +  w, 
which  give  at  once  the  last  three  of  the  8  2-equations. 
The  reciprocal  of  the  first  of  these  is 

a'  =  a-n  +  >c'-  2/  -  3^'  -  2C'  -  iB'  -  3w', 
viz.  wi-iting  herein 

a  =  n{n-l)-2b--Sc   and    k' =  Sn(n -2) -Gb-8c, 
this  is 

<t'  =  in  (n  -  2)  -  86  -  lie  -  2j'  -  3^'  -  2(?'  -  4B'  -  3w', 

givijig   the    order    of    the    spinode    curve;    viz.    for  a    surface    of    the    order   n   without 
singularities,    this    is    =4«(jt-2),    the    product   of    the    orders    of   the    surface    and    its 
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612.  Instead  of  obtaining  the  second  and  third  equations  as  above,  we  may  to 
the  value  of  6 (—  4ji  +  6)  add  twice  the  value  of  bin -2);  and  to  twice  the  value  of 
C  (—  4w  +  6)  add  three  times  the  value  of  c{n-  2),  thus  obtaining  equations  free  from 
p  and  <r  respectively ;  these  equations  are 

b{--2n  +  2)  =  ik  -  2lP  -  50  -  Si  +  Qt-  j, 
c  (-  Bn  +  6)  =  12/t  -  6c-  -by-  4V  -  2^  +  3^  -  So,. 
equations  which,  introducing  therein  the  values  of  q  and  r,  may  also  be  written 
6(2)1-    4)  ^2q+    00  +  Gy  +  Qt  +  Si+j  +  if, 

0  (5m  -  12)  +  3i9  =  6r  +  18^  +  5y         +  4^  +  2%  +  3w. 

Consideiing  as  given,  n  the  order  of  the  surface;  the  nodal  curve,  with  its  singularities 
b,  k,  f,  t;  the  cuspidal  curve,  with  its  singularities  c,  h ;  and  the  quantities  ,8,  7,  ( 
which  relate  to  the  intersections  of  the  nodal  and  cuspidal  curves;  the  first  of  the 
two  equations  gives  j,  the  number  of  pinch-points,  being  singularities  of  the  nodal 
curve,  quoad  the  surface;  and  the  second  equation  establishes  a  relation  between 
ff,  X,  M,  the  numbers  of  singular  points  of  the  cuspidal  curve  quoad  the  surface. 

In  the  case  of  a  nodal  curve  only,  if  this  be  a  complete  intersection  P  =  0,  Q  =  0, 
the  equation  of  the  surface  is  (A,  B,  C^P,  Qf^O,  and  the  iirst  equation  is 

b  (-  2n  +  2)  =  4i  -  2i=  +  Gt  -j  ; 

or,  assuming  (=0,  say  )'=  2  (n  — 1)6— 2&^-|-4Jfc,  which  may  be  veriiied;  and  so  in  the 
case  of  a  cuspidal  curve  only,  wheu  this  is  a  complete  intersection  P  =  0,  Q  =  0,  the 
equation  of  the  surface  is  (A,  B,  G^P,  Q)^  =  0,  where  AC— ^=  MP  +  JVQ;  and  the 
second  equation  is 

c(_  on  +  6)  =  12A  -  Gc'  -  2^  +  3^ -  3w, 

or,  say  2;^ +3(o  =  (5ji  — 6)c-6c^  +  12/t-|-3^,  which  may  also  be  verified. 

613.  We  may  in  the  first  instance  out  of  the  46  quantities  consider  as  given 
the  14  quantities 

n   :  b,  k,  f,  t     :  c,  h,  0,  x         ■  0,  y.  i  ■  C,  B, 

then  of  the  26  relations,  17  determine  the  17  quantities 

a,  B,  K,  p,  <T  :  j,  q  :  r,  m 

n'  :  a',  B',  k'  :  b',f'        :  c'  :  i' ;  ' 

and  there  remain  the  9  equatiims 

(IS),  (19),  (20),  (21),  (22),  (2:i),  (24),  (25),  (28), 

connecting  the  15  quantities 

p,  0-'  :  k\  t',  j',  q'  :  h',  6',  y/,  m' ,  /  :  ff,  y    r  C,  B'. 
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Taking  then  further  as  given  the  5  quantities  j',  j^',  to',  C,  B\ 
equations  (18)  and  (21)  give  p',  <j\ 
equation    (19)  gives  2^' +  87' +  3(', 

(20)  ,.       4S'+    i^& , 

(28)  „         ^'^\0\ 

so   that,   taking   also   ('   as   given,   these   last   three   equations   determine   ,3',   7',    Q' ;    and 
finally 

equation  (22)  gives  k', 

(23)      „      //, 
(21)      „      4. 
(25)      „      /, 
via.  taking  as  given  in  ail  20  quantities,  tile  remaining  2(5  will  be  detennined. 

014.     In   the   case   of  the  general   surface   of  the   order   )?,  without   singularities,  we 
have  as  follow  r 

a  =    ji  (w  —  1), 

8   =ii.(»-l)(a-2)(«-3), 

«  -   n(«-l)(«-2), 

.    »(»-!)•, 

=    n{n  —  1), 

=  ^(«-2)(h=-9), 

-  3«  ()i  -  2), 
=  ^«(«-1)(,.-2)(»^-«=  +  ,<-12), 

-  ift(n  -  2)  (w,'"  -  6ii*  +  lOn*  -  Sin,'  +  164)i«  -  288*1" 
+  547n'  ~  1058n=  +  106S«-  -  1214h  +  1464), 

=  \n  (n  -  2)  (v?  -  4}ii'  +  7^1^  -  45?i*  +  114ji'  -  111».^  +  548i!  -  900), 
=   «  (n  -  2)  («  -  3)  («'  +  2w  -  4), 
=   n(n-2)(H'-tf +  «-12), 
=  4«  (,.-!)(« -2), 

=  in(M  -  2)  (16n*  -  C4»=  +  SOn^  -  lOSn  +  lob). 
'  =  2)i  (Ji  -  2)  (3«  -  4), 
=  4ji(m-2), 
=  2«(«-2)(lln-24), 
=  in(n-  2)  (n  -  3)  (n'  -Sn  +  16), 
the  remaining  quantities  vanishing. 

c.  XI.  30 
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615.  The  question  of  singularities  has  been  considered  under  a  more  general 
point  of  view  by  Zeuthen,  in  the  memoir  "  Recherche  dea  singularit^a  qui  ont  rapport 
h  une  droite  multiple  d'line  surface,"  Math.  Annalen,  t.  IV.  (1871),  pp.  1—20.  He 
attributes  to  the  surface : 

A  number  of  singular  points,  viz.  points  at  any  one  of  which  the  tangents  form 
a  cone  of  the  order  /i,  and  class  c,  with  y  +  t}  double  lines,  of  which  y  are  tangents 
to  branches  of  the  nodal  curve  through  the  point,  and  £+f  stationary  lines,  whereof 
3  are  tangents  to  branches  of  the  cuspidal  curve  through  the  point,  and  with  ii  double 
planes  and  v  stationary  planes ;  moreover,  these  points  have  only  the  properties  which 
are  the  most  general  in  the  ease  of  a  surface  regarded  as  a  tocus  of  points;  and  S 
denotes  a  sum  extending  to  all  such  points.  (The  foregoing  general  definition  includes 
the    cnicnodes    ,:*  =  i>  =  2,    y  =  jj  =  s  =  f  =  m  =  »  =  0,    and     the     biuodes     ^  =  2,    tj  -  1, 

And,  lurther,  a  number  of  singular  planes,  viz,  planes  any  one  of  which  touches 
along  a  curve  of  the  class  /jJ  and  order  p.  with  y'  +  v  double  tangents,  of  which  y' 
are  generating  lines  of  the  node-couple  torse,  s'  +  ?"  stationary  tangents,  of  which  s' 
are  generating  lines  of  the  spinode  torse,  u'  double  points  and  v'  cusps;  it  is,  more- 
over, supposed  that  these  planes  have  only  the  properties  which  are  the  most  general 
in  the  case  of  a  surface  regarded  as  an  envelope  of  its  tangent  planes;  and  2'  denotes 
a  sum  extending  to  all  such  planes.  (The  definition  includes  the  cnictropes  fj!  =  v'  =^  2, 
y=,j'  =  2'  =  f'  =  w'  =  ii'  =  0,  and  the  bitropes  /i'  =  2,  »j'  =  l,  i/'  =  )/'  =  &c.  =  0.) 

616.  This  being  so,  and  writing 

ie  =  i'  +  2i?  +  3?,     *'  =  i''  +  2V  +  3^', 

the  equations  (7),  (8),  (9),  (10).  (11),  (12),  contain,  in  respect  of  the  new  singularities 
additional  terms,  viz.  these  are 

...+S[a.(»-2)-7,-2?], 

...  +  2[j/(^-2)], 

...  +  S[s(/.-2)], 

...+2[^(-V  +  7)  +  2^  +  +?3, 
: ...  +  S  [j/  (-  V+  8)]  -  2'  (4m'  +  3«'). 

...+2[3(-4^  +  9)]-2'(2«'), 

and  there  are  of  course  the  reciprocal  terms  in  the  reciprocal  equations  (18),  (19), 
(20),  (21),  (22),  (23).  These  formulae  are  given  without  demonstration  in  the  memoir 
just  referred  to:  the  principal  object  of  the  memoir,  as  shown  by  its  title,  is  the 
consideration  not  of  such  singular  points  and  planes,  but  of  the  multiple  right  lines 
of  a  surface ;   and  in  regard  to  these,  the  memoir  should  be  consulted. 
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751. 

NOTE   ON  RIEMANN'S  PAPER  "VERSUCH  EINER  ALLGEMEINEN 

AUFFASSUNG  DER  INTEGRATION   UND   DIFFERENTIATION*." 

[From  the  Matkematische  Ammlen,  t.  xvi.  (1880),  pp.  81,  82,] 

The  Editors  of  Eiemann's  woi'ks  remark  that  the  paper  in  question  was  contained 
in  a  MS.  of  his  student  time  (dated  14  Jan.  1847)  and  was  probably  never  intended 
for  publication :  indeed  that  he  would  not  in  later  years  have  recognised  the  validity 
of  the  principles  upon  which  it  is  founded.  The  idea  is  however  a  noticeable  one; 
Riemann  considers  s^+k,  a  function  of  x  +  h,  expanded  in  a  doubly  infinite,  necessarily 
divergent,  series  of  integer  or  fractional  powers  of  h,  according  to  the  law 

z^+u='''Tkfi%z.k'',  (2) 

where  the  meaning  is  explained  to  be  that  the  exponents  differ  from  each  other  by 
integer  values,  in  effect,  that  p  has  ail  the  values  a+jj,  a  a  given  integer  or  fractional 
value,  and  ji  any  integer  number  from  -co  to  +  co ,  zero  included. 

Riemann  deduces  a  theory  of  fractional  differentiation:  but  without  conaidering 
the  question  which  has  always  appeared  to  me  to  be  the  great  difficulty  in  such  a 
theory :  what  is  the  real  meaning  of  a  complementary  function  containing  an  infinitj' 
of  arbitrary  constants  ?  or,  in  other  words,  what  is  the  arbitrariness  of  the  complemen- 
tary function  of  this  nature  which  presents  itself  in  the  theory  ? 

I  wish  to  point  out  the  relation  between  the  paper  referred  to,  and  a  short 
paper  of  my  own  "On  a  doubly  infinite  Series,"  Quart.  Math.  Journ.  t.  VI.  (1851), 
pp.  45 — 47,  [102]:  this  commences  with  the  remark  "The  following  completely  para- 
doxical investigation  of  the  properties  of  the  function  T  (which  I  have  been  in 

*  Werkc,  pp,  331—344. 

30—2 
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of  for  some  years)  may  perhaps  be  found  interesting  from  its  connexion  with  the 
theories  of  expansion  and  divergent  series."     And  I  then  give  the  expansion 

where  n  is  any  integer  or  fractional  number  whatever,  and  the  summation  extends 
to  all  positive  and  negative  integer  values  (zero  included)  of  r.  And  I  remark  that, 
n  being  an  integer,  we  have  0^  =  T  (n),  and  hence  that  assuming  that  this  is  so  in 
general,  or  writing 

r(»).e--S' [»-!]' «••—'. 

we  have  this  equation  as  a  definition  of  F  (n).  The  point  of  resemblance  of  course 
is  that  we  have  a  doubly  infinite  expansion  of  e"  in  a  series  of  integei'  or  fractional 
powers  of  x,  corresponding  to  Riemann's  like  expansion  of  e^^.},  in  powers  of  h. 

Cambridge,  10  Sejit.  1S79. 
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752. 

ON   THE   FINITE   GROUPS   OF   LINEAR   TRANSFORMATIONS  OF 
A   VARIABLE;    WITH   A   CORRECTION. 

[From  the  Mathematische  Annalm,  t.  xvi.  (ISSO),  pp.  260—263;   439,  440.] 

In   the   paper  "  Ueber   endliche   Gnippen    linearer  Transform atio lie ii   einer  Veriinder- 
lichen,"  Math.  Ann.  t.  xii.  (IS^T),  pp.  23 — 46,  Prof.   Gordan  gave  in  a  very  elegant  form 

the  groups   of   12,   24  and   60  homogi'aphic   transformations -j.     The   groups   of  12 

and  24  are  in  the  like  form,  the  group  of  24  thus  containing  as  pai't  of  itself  the 
group  of  12 ;  but  the  group  of  60  is  in  a  different  form,  not  containing  as  part  of 
itself  the  group  of  12.  It  is,  I  think,  desirable  to  present  the  group  of  60  in  the 
form  in  which  it  contains  as  part  of  itself  Gordan's  group  of  12:  and  moreover  to 
identify  the  group  of  60  with  the  group  of  the  60  positive  permutations  of  5  letters: 
or  (writing  abo  for  the  cyclical  permutation  a  into  h,  h  into  c,  c  into  a,  and  so  in 
other  cases)  say  with  the  group  of  the  60  positive  permutations  1,  ubc,  ab.cd  and 
abode. 

Any   two    forms    of   a    group    are,   it    is   well   known,   connected   as   follows,   viz.   if 
1,   a,   yS,  ...   are   the   functional   symbols   of  the   one   form,  then   those  of  the  other  form 

are    1,  ^aS-~',  ^jS%~',  ...    (where   in   the   case   in   question  ^  is   a   functional    symbol    of 

the   like   homographic   form,  'Ax^^- ^1.     But  instead   of  obtaining  the   new   fonn   in 

this  manner,  I  found  it  easier  to  use  the  values  of  the  rotation-symbol 

cos  -  +  sin  -  (i  cos  X  -\-j  cos  Y-i-  k  cos  Z) 

for  the  axes  of  the  icosahedron  or  dodecahedron,  given  in  ray  paper  "  Notes  on 
polyhedra,"  Quart.  MaiL  Jour.  t.   vii.  (1866),  pp.   304—316,  [375] ;  viz.   if  for   any  axes, 

X,   ft,   V    denote    the    parameters    of   rotation    tan  -  cos  X,   tan  —  cos  Y,   tan  -  cos  Z,   then, 
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by  a  formula  which  is  in  fact  equivalent  to  that  given  in  my 
correspondence  of  Homographies  and  Rotations,"  Math.  Annalen, 
pp.   238 — 240,  [660],  the   coiTesponding   homographic   function   of  x   is 

where  i  denotes  V-  1  as  usual. 

The   new   formulse    for    the    group    of    60, 


[r52 

On    the 
(1879), 


icosahedron    group,    of    homog 


functions  - 


73!  4 


are    contained 


the   following   table,   where    the   four   colui 


,ph,o 
show 


the  values  of  the  coefficients  a,  0,  7,  B  respectively :  and  where  in  the  outside  column, 
the  substitution  is  represented  as  a  permutation -symbol  on  the  five  letters  abcde: 
moreover  for  shortness  ©  is  wntten  to  denote  Vo. 

The  Group  of  60. 


1 

1 

0 

0 

1 

1 

2 

-1 

0 

0 

I 

,(!• .  cd 

3 

0 

1 

I 

0 

ac 

bd 

4 

0 

-1 

1 

0 

ad 

be 

2 

-3  +  e-ri 

1  -0| 

-  3  +  9  +  1  (- 

+  0) 

-3 

hr 

de 

G 

2 

-3  +  e  +  i 

-:+e) 

.  r,  +  e  +  M 

-0) 

-2 

«. 

he 

7 

2 

3-e+; 

-1  +  9) 

3-9  +  Y-( 

-0) 

-2 

ad 

et 

8 

2 

3-e  +  i 

1-e, 

3-e  +  i(- 

+  0] 

-2 

ad 

he 

9 

' 

-i-e+i 

l-G) 

-i-e  +  i(- 

+  9) 

-2 

ae 

ed 

10 

' 

-i-e+i 

-1  +  9) 

-l-9  +  ,( 

-e) 

-2 

ab 

(fe 

U 

2 

i+e+i 

-1  +  0) 

l  +  9  +  .'f 

-9) 

-2 

be 

cd 

12 

2 

i  +  e  +  ; 

1-6) 

i  +  e+.(- 

+  0) 

-2 

ah 

ce 

13 

2 

-i-e+i 

-  3  -  9) 

-i-e  +  i( 

+  0) 

-2 

ac 

be 

14 

2 

-i-e+; 

3+ej 

-i-B+;(- 

-9) 

-3 

bd 

ce 

IS 

3 

i  +  e~; 

3  +  9) 

i+e  +  i(- 

-6) 

-2 

ae 

bd 

16 

2 

i  +  e+.- 

-3-0) 

i  +  e  +  !( 

+  9) 

-2 

ac 

de 

17 

-I 

J 

1 

1 

obc 

18 

-1 

1 

_. 

1 

aeb 

19 

adc 

20 
21 

i 

-' 

1 
1 

-^ 

acd 
adb 

32 

1 

! 

1 

-i 

abd 

23 

-1 

-1 

1 

-i 

bcd~ 

24 

-i 

1 

bdo 
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25 

-1-e+i 

3  +  9) 

26 

l  +  6  +  ( 

3  +  6) 

37 

1  +  e  +  i 

-3-9) 

as 

-i-e+f 

-3-9) 

29 

-3  +  e  +  (- 

1-6) 

30 

-3  +  eH-i 

-1  +  6) 

31 

3-e+t 

-1+9) 

82 

3-e  +  ; 

1-e) 

as 

2 

34 

2 

35 

2 
2 

37 

-1-B+i 

— 1 

-3-G)     ' 

38 

-1-6+1 

1-9)     ■ 

39 

"i-e+i 

-1  +  e) 

40 

-1-9+i 

3  +  6) 

41 

1  +  e  +  i 

3  +  e) 

42 

l  +  6  +  t 

-1  +  6) 

13 

i  +  e+; 

1-6) 

44 

i  +  e+i 

-3-6) 

45 

-i-e+i 

-1+9) 

46 

--3  +  6+i 

-1  +  9! 

47 

3-e  +  t 

-1  +  9) 

48 

l  +  9  +  i 

-1  +  9) 

4!l 

1+e+i 

1-6) 

50 

3-e+i 

1-6) 

51 

~3+e+j 

1-9) 

52 

-1-9+Y 

1-9) 

63 

2 

54 
55 

3 

5G 
57 

2 
2 

58 

3 

59 

2 

60 

2 

-3  +  6+i(     1-9) 


-i-e+i(   i-e) 


.-(-1+8) 
•■(  i-e) 


-l-9  +  i(    1-9) 


e  +  t 

1-6) 

aecdb 

e+i 

1-6) 

a,W>c 

e+i 

-1  +  9) 

aecU 

e  +  i 

-1+e) 

acdeh 

e  +  i 

-1  +  6) 

abedc 

e+i 

-1  +  9) 

adbce 
a^bdc 
abeed 

adcbe 
aebcd 
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This   contains   (as   one   of  five   groups   of  12)   the   group    of    the   positive    permutations 
of  ahcd ;   and,  completing  this  into  a  group  of  24,  we  have 

Groups  of  12  and  24. 


a 

|S 

7 

3 

1 

1 

0 

0 

^  1^ 

1 

3 

_1 

0 

0 

1 

ab.cd 

3 

0 

0 

ao.bd 

4 

0 

0 

ad.  be 

5 

-i 

1 

abc 

6 
7 

-1 

'" 

adc 

8 

-' 

-f 

-1 
-I 

aed 
~adb 

10 

-■,■ 

aid 

11 

-1 

-i 

-,• 

bed 

12 

-i 

^ 

1 
1 

bdc 

13 

0 

0 

adbc 

14 

-i 

0 

" 

1 

achd 

15 

0 

0 

cd 

16 

0 

-1 

0 

ab 

17 

1 

-1 

1 

acdb 

18 

-i 

-1 

i 

bd 

19 

i 

i 

abed 

20 

1 

-1 

be 

21 

-1 

-1 

1 

-1 

abdc 

22 

i 

-1 

-i 

ac 

23 

-i 

-i 

itdeb 

24 

-' 

1 

ad 

The  groups  of  60  and  24  thus  each  of  them  contain  the  group  of  12, 

-^  x'     "     l+a>       -     l-x       -  ic  —  i       -x  +  i. 
It   may  be  remarked   that,   to   verify   the   periodicities   of    the   i'oi'ms    contained 
group  of  60,  we  have  as  the  conditions  that 

-    —\.  mav  be  periodic  of  the  order  2,  -= — J-  =  0,  that  is,  a +  5  =  0, 
yx  +  B        ''         ^  aS  -  07 

;s.        „      =1. 

5,         „       =:i(3  +  V5). 
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For  instance,  in  the  form 

[_l_0  +  ^(,3-e)]a;  +  2 


and  therefore 

as  it  should  be. 

Cambridge.  11  IS'ov.  1S79. 


2»-+(l  +  B  +  i 

(-3-®)] 

:S  = 

-(!  +  «)• -(3 +6)', 

--20- 

8®, 

ft-' 

a  +  S  =  -2. 

.■(3  +  e): 

("■ 

+  S)- 

-l(3  +  6)- 
-8(3  +  0)  ' 

3  +  e 

2 

4(3 

+  V5), 

aS- 

-0-,' 

Correction*,  pp.  439,  440. 

I  erroneously  assumed  that  the  symbol  add}  could  be  taken  as  corresponding 
to  the  linear  transformation  ix:  but  this  was  obviously  wrong,  for  it  gave  bd  as 
corresponding  to  the  transformation  -ix,  and  these  are  not  of  the  same  order,  but 
of  the  orders  4  and  2  respectively.  The  proper  symbol  is  adbc,  as  given  above,  and 
the  remaining  eleven  symbols  are  then  at  once  obtained. 

Cambridge,  17  Feb.  1880. 

["   The  correction  in   tlie   Table  of    tlie   Groups   of    12    and    24    has   been  inserted  in  the    Table   as    aow 
printed  on  p.  240;   it  applies  to  the  second  half  of  the  column  of  symbols  on  the  estieme  right-hand,] 
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753. 

ON    A    THEOEEM    RELATING    TO    THE    MULTIPLE 
THETA-FUNCTIONS. 

[From  the  Mathematische  Annalen,  t  xvii.  (1880),  pp,  115—122.] 

I  PROPOSE— partly  for  the  sake  of  the  theorem  itself,  partly  for  that  of  the 
notation  which  will  he  employed— to  demonstrate  the  general  theorem  (3'),  p.  4,  of 
Dr  Schottky's  Ahrtss  einer  Tkeorie  der  Abel'scken  Functionen  von  drei  Variabeln, 
(Leipzig,  1880),  which  theorem  is  there  presented  in  the  form  : 

e-^i>'--'-^'-'">®{u,  +  2-^,',...;  fi,  ^.)=e-'"'^*'"■■'"0(%,...;  M  +  /,  i--i-u),        (3') 

l)ut  which  I  write  in  the  slightly  different  form 

exp.[-ff{!i;  /,  v')].^^i{u  +  2^';  n,  i/)  =  cxp.  [~  27riM'''] .  ©  (m  ;  ^  +  a',  v^v'). 

I  remark  that  the  theorem  is  given  in  the  preliminary  paragraphs  the  contents 
of  which  are,  as  mentioned  by  the  Author,  derived  from  Herr  Weierstrass :  and 
that  the  form  of  the  th eta-function  is  a  very  general  one,  depending  on  the  general 
qaadric  function 

of  2p  variables,  p  being  the  number  of  the  arguments  tti,  ...,Mp  (in  feet,  the  periods 
are  not  reduced  to  the  normal  form,  but  are  arbitrary);  and  the  characters  v^,  ...,1'^; 
fi,,  ...,  fj,^,  instead  of  having  each  of  them  the  value  0  or  1,  have  each  of  them  any 
integer  or  fractional  value  whatever.  The  meaning  of  the  theorem  (u  denoting  a  set 
or   row   of  p   letters   u^,...,Uj,,   aiid   so   in   other   cases),   is   that   the   function 

&{u;  iM  +  p:,  v  +  v') 
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with  the  new  characters  ^  +  m'  ^nd  v+  v'  is,  save  as  to  an  exponential  factor,  equal 
to  the  function  0  (m  +  2v^' ;  /i,  i')  with  the  original  characters  fi,  v,  but  with  the  new 
arguments  u  +  2ot'. 

H'otation. 

This  is  in  some  measure  a  development  of  the  notation  employed  in  ray  "Memoir 
on  the  Theory  of  Matrices,"  Phil.  Trans,  t.  cXLvm.  (1858),  pp.  17—37,  [152]  I  use 
certain  single  letters  w,  etc.  to  denote  sets  or  rows  each  of  p  letters,  w  =  (wi,  ...,  m^): 
or  if,  to  fix  the  ideas  p  =  3,  then  u  ={u„  u.,  u^,  and  so  in  other  cases. 

But  I  use  certain  other  letters  a,  etc.  to  denote  squares  or  matrices  each  of  p^ 
letters;   thus,  if  /)  =  3  as  before. 


and   in   any   such   case   the   transposed   matrix   is   denoted   by   the   same   letter    enclo.sed 
in   parentheses 


The  sum  u  +  v  of  the  row-letters  u,  ={v^,  u^,  m,)  and  v,  =(v,,  zi^,  v^)  denotes  the 
row  (u,+Vi,  Wa  +  Ua,  %  +  V3) :  and  in  like  manner  the  sum  a  +  b  of  the  two  matrices, 
or  square-letters  a  and  b,  denotes  the  matrix 

!  (h,  +  hu     ci.ii  +  b..i,     a^i  +  b.^  . 
I  a„  +  b^,     a^-^  +  b^,     a^+b,,  \ 
and  similarly  for  a  sum  of  three  or  more  terms. 

The  product  uv,  =(Mi,  Wj,  1(3)  (^'i.  ^i<  ^s).  of  the  two  row-letters  u,  v  denotes  the 
single  term  UiV^-VUiV^  +  UsV,.     We  have  uv  =  mi. 


(til. 

«i2. 

ffli. 

asi, 

a«. 

a^ 

a,„ 

«32, 

a^ 

The  product 


f  square-letter  a  and  a  succeeding  row-letter  m,  denotes  the  set  or  row 

(«ii,   a.!,    Mii)(Wi,    1h,    "3).       («si.   «Ja.    «23)(«i,    U-i,   W3),      («3i,   Om,    aJCWi.   Ma.   M3)  I 

the  notation  «a  is  not  employed. 

31—2 
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The  product 


of  a   preceding   square- letter   a   followed   by   the   two   : 
single  term 


^-letters   u   and 


(»,., 


JS,    disXWl, 


«,)».+(«„; 


>»)(». 


(-(a.,  a,,,  o,)(«„  a„ 

Observe   that   auv   is   not   in   general   =  avu ;    but   it   is   easy   to   verify  that  ( 
and  hence  if  (a)  =  a,  that  is,  if  the  matrix  a  be  symmetrical,  then  auv=avu. 


A  product  of  two 

matrices 

ab,  = 

tes  a  matrix 

( 

<h^.   (1,3) 

(«,,i. 

«3i,      (^33) 

6i„    6,., 
K,    S.., 


(*„,  i,„   6.,),    (i,„   t.,  6.,),    (6„, 


M 


viz.  the  top-line  of  the  compound  matrix  is 

(ci,i,  a,2,  ai3)(6ii.  62,,  631),     (a,,,  (1,2,  ai3)(6,i,  6,j,  6,2),     ((tn, 


,  O  {K,  b..^,  bA 


and  so  for  the  other  lines :  or  expressing  this  io  words,  we  say  that  any  line  of 
the  compound  matrix  is  obtained  by  compounding  the  corresponding  line  of  the  first 
or  further  component  matrix  with  the  several  columns  of  the  second  or  nearer 
component  matrix. 

Clearly  ab  is  not  in  general  =  ha.  We  may  easily  verify  that  (ab)  =  (b)  (a),  that 
is,  the  transposed  matrix  (ab)  is  that  obtained  by  the  composition  of  the  transposed 
matrix  (b)  as  first  or  further  matrix,  with  the  transposed  matrix  (a)  as  second  or 
nearer  matrix.  Even  if  a  and  b  are  each  symmetrical,  we  do  not  in  general  have 
ub  =  ba,  but  only  (ab)  =  ba,  or  what  is  the  same  thing,  ab  =  (ba). 


In   a   symbol   such   as   abiiv,   we   first   combine   a,   b   into   a 
then    regard    the    expression    as    a    combination    such    as   auv: 
therefore    a    single    term.      The    theory    might    be    explained 
the   mode   of  working   with    row-    and    square-letters    will    be 
what  precedes. 


single  matrix  ab,  and 
the  expi'ession  denotes 
n  greater  detail ;  but 
■eadily   understood    from 


In    all    that    follows,    u,   fi,    v,    fj,',    v\    n,    ^',    if   are   re 
are  square-letters:    a  and  b  are  symmetrical,  viz.  a  =  (rt), 


'-letters ; 


Hosted  by 


Google 


753]  ON   A   THEOREM    RELATING   TO    THE    MULTIPLE   THETA-FUNCTIONS. 

And  I  write 

(.)(«,    vf,    =(«,    /,,    S)(«,    ,)= 

=  au^  +  2huv  +  bv' 


''ail      '^ssi 


a^ 


{U„    tl^,   MsXl-j,    I-j,    l-s) 


to  denote  the  general  quadric  function  of  the  2p  letters  u,  v,  with 

coefficients.  It  is  assumed  that  the  determinant  formed  with  the  ^p(p  +  l)  coefficients 
b  is  negative :  this  is  the  necessary  and  sufficient  condition  for  the  convergence  of 
the  series. 


Definition  of  H(u;  fi,  v). 

%  (u ;  fi,,  v),   the   general   th eta- function  with  p  arguments  ii,  and  2p  characters 
is  the  sum  of  a  /)-tuple  series  of  exponentials 


6(„; 

\'hcre   each   of  the   letters 
-30   to  -t-  oc . 


^)  =  S  exp,  [{*)  (u,  n  +  vf  +  2^if.  (n  +  v)]. 

,  =(«i,  ...,  Wp),  has   all    integer   values   (zero   included)   from 


The  general  theiyrem  in  rer/ard  to  0(«;  f,  u). 


exp.  [-H(u;  p.',  v')] .  ©  (it  +  2w' ;  ^,  i^)  -  exp.  [-  I'rrip.v] .  6  (« ;  p.+  p!,  v  +  v'), 

establishing  a  relation  between  the  function  ®{u;  p.  +  p.',  v  +  v),  with  arbitrary  charat^ter- 
increments  p.',  v',  and  the  function  0  (ii  +  %n' ;  y.,  v)  with  the  original  characters,  hut 
with  new  arguments  m-|-2w'.  Also  H{ii\  p.',  v)  denotes  a  function,  linear  as  regards  the 
arguments  u,  but  quadric  as  regards  p  and  v' ;  -  ^-nipv'  is  a  single  term  depending 
only  on  p  and  v  ;  and  the  theorem  thus  is  that  the  two  functions  differ  only  by 
an  exponential  factor.  The  relations  between  the  constants  will  be  obtained  in  the 
course  of  the  investigation. 
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Demonstration. 

The  truth  of  the  theorem  depeods  on  the  equahty  of  corresponding  exponentials 
on  the  two  aides  of  the  equation :  viz.  substituting  for  the  theta -functions  their 
values,  and  comparing  the  exponents  or  arguments  of  the  exponentials;  writing  also 
for  convenience 

to  denote  the  quadric  function  {*)  (u  -h  2w',  n  +  v)^;   we  ought  to  have 

-  H  (u ;  /m\  v')  +G{u  +  2w',  n  +  v)  +  2-Kifi  (n  +  v) 

=  -  ^-Trifiv  -F  G  («,  It  +  H-  (.')  +  27n' (n.  +  fjf) (n  +  p+  v), 
or  say 

B(u;  /,  r')=<?(«+2^',  n  +  v)-G{u,  n  +  p  +  p')  -  27ri  (n  +  p  +  ^')  f,' . 

In    this    equation,   if    true    at    all,   the    terms    containing  it    must    destroy   each   other ; 
assuming  that  they  do  so,  the  equation  becomes 

H(u;  //,  /)  =  G  (<(  +  2i^',  v)-G{u,  .'  +  •'')- 2m (1-  + v') /i'. 
Consider  first  the  terms  in  n:   the  right-hand  side  is 

=     a(u  +  t^y  +  2k (m  -I-  257')  (n-i-p)  +  b(n  +  i-Y 
—  au-  —  2hv, (n  +  v  +  p')-b(n  +  v  +  v"f  —  'iTriiifi  ; 

and  the  terms  herein  which  contain  n  thus  are 
2h  (u  +  2cr')  n  +  bn^  +  2bnv 
-  2hun  -  hi'  -  2bn  (v  +  v)  -  2-winiJi', 

=  ihm'n  —  2bnv'  —  2mnfi', 

which,  b  being  symmetrical,  may  be  written 

=  2  (2k^'  -  bp  -  Tri/j,')  n, 
and  these  terms  will  vanish  if,  and  only  if 

2/(tiT'  -  bv  -  -Tri/j,'  =  0, 
a  system  of  p  equations  connecting  to',  /j,',  v. 

Assuming  them  to  be  satisfied,  the  remaining  relation, 

H{n',  (i!,  v)=     G(tt-i-2«T',  v)-G{u,  v  +  v')-2-,ri{p^p')i^', 
becomes 

H  {u ;  /,  /)  =     a  (it  +  2w')^  +  2k  {u  +  2cr')  n  +  bv"- 

-  au^  -  2ku  (v  +  v')-b{i'  +  v'y  -2Tn(y  +  v')  ft'. 

Here,  a  and  b  being  symmetrical,  we  have 

a  (i(  -I-  tssy  =  au-  +  Aats'ii  +  4rt^J7'^     h{y-\-  vy  -  bii-  +  ^bvv  -|-  bv'. 
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and  the  value  therefore  is 

=  ia  (^'u  +  ^")  +  2h  {2i^V  -  i(v')  -  b  (2vv  +  v'^)  -  2-7ri  (v  +  p')  ^'. 
On  the  right-hand  side,  putting  the  term  in  h  under  the  form 

-  2k  (u  +  ^')  v'  +  %ly^'{2v+v'),  =-2{h)  V  (u  +  w')  +  2h^'  (2v  +  v). 
and  the  last  term  under  the  form 

—  mfj,'  {2v  +  v)  —  nitiv, 
the  equation  becomes 

a {« ;  /,  v)  =     {ia'ar'  -  2  (h) v') {u  + 1^') - vif^'v 
+  (2Asr'  -  bv  -  irifj.')  {2v  +  c'), 
where  the  second  line  vanishes  in  virtue  of  the  foregoing  equation 

2Aoj-'  —  bv'  —  TTi/x,'  =  0  ; 
the  equation  thus  is 

H{,i;  /,  v')  =  (ia^'-2{k)u')(u+i!!')-m/i'v', 

which  equation,  regarding  therein  sr'  as  a  linear  function  of  /j.'  and  v',  shows  that 
H{u;  fi,  v')  is  a  function  linear  as  regards  u  (and  containing  this  only  through  m  +  ot'), 
but  quadric  as  regards  [>.',  v. 

Introducing  the  new  row-letter  f,  we  may  write 

viz.  the  expression  on  the  right-hand  side  is  here  assumed  as  the  value  of  the 
function 

H{u;  /.  ;■■),  =G(«-l-2w',  v)-G{ii,  v  +  v')-2miv  +  v'),i.'; 

and  the  theorem  then  is 

exp.  [-H{u;  fi,  v')]  .&{u  +  2^' ;  fi,  v)  =  exp.  [-  2miiv']  .  ©  (m ;  ^  -i- ^',  v  +  v), 

where,  by  what  precedes, 

2/iOT' —    bv    —  Tri/jf  =  0,. 

2(tCT'  -  (/(,)  v'-^'      =  0, 

2f)  equations  tor  determining  the  2p  functions  nr',  ^'  as  linear  functions  of  /i',  v  : 
which  equations  depend  on  the  p(2p-hl)  constants  a,  6,  h. 

Suppose  that  the  resulting  values  of  -as'  and   'C,'  are 


f '  =  );/  -I-  rjv, 

where  w,  to',  jj,  jj'  are  square-letters ;  then,  regarding  a,  b,  ft  as  arbitrary,  the  ip' 
new  constants  w,  &)',  ^,  i]'  cannot  be  all  of  them  arbitrary,  but  must  be  connected 
by  4p=  —  p  {2p  +  1),  =p  (2p  —  1)  equations. 
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We   may   regard   tti,  m,  t],  if   as   satisfying   these  p(2p  — 1)   equations,   but   as  being 
otherwise  arbitrary ;   the  foregoing  equations  then  are 

S/tnr'  —  bv     —  Tvifif  =  0, 

la-S!'-{h)v'~t      =0, 

TO   =  a>f>.  +  m'v , 

K'  =  im'  +  V'*''. 
which  lead  to  the  equations  connecting  a,  b,  h  with  to,  w',  t;,  ti'. 

The  first  and  second  equations,  substituting  for  w'  aud  ^'  their  vahics,  become 

{2km  -  m)  1^'  +  (2/tw'  -~b)v'  =  0, 

(2aw  -,))/  +  (2ao>'  -  (A)  - 1?')  r'  =  0, 

or  /a',  :/'  being  arbitnu'y,  we  thus  obtain  the  4(3°  equations 

2tto)  —  1?  =0, 

2A(i>  -Tri  =0, 

2W  -  V  -  (/')  =  0, 

27jw'  -  i  =0, 

which  are  the  equations  in  question.  It  is  to  be  observed  that  ivi  is,  like  the  other 
symbols,  a  matrix,  viz.  it  is  regarded  as  containing  the  matrix  unity;  or,  what  is  the 
same  thing,  it  denotes 

1,     0,     0,  ...I. 
1,     0, 


We  can  eliminate  a,  b,  h  from  these  equations  and  thus  obtain  the  p(2p— 1) 
equations  before  referred  to,  which  connect  the  4p'  constants  a>,  w',  ij,  r/'.  I  give,  but 
without  a  complete  explanation,  the  steps  of  the  ehmination. 

The  equation  2a<a  —  ij  =  0,  may  be  written  in  the  form 

that  is, 

.  2W(a)-<,).0. 

or  since  (a)  =  a,  this  is 

2(»)o-(,)-0; 

from  the  original  form,  and  the  new  form  respectively,  we  find 

2Ma»-(»),=0,     2(„)oM-(,)„  =  0; 
and  comparing  these 

(w)  ^  -  (^)  (o  =  0,     (firet  result). 

The   equation   Saw'  -i/'  -  (h)  =  0,  or   say   ih)  =  -  ^  +  Saw',   may   be    written   in    the   form 
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that  is,  since  a  =  (a), 

and  we  thence  deduce 

km  =  -{v')o,  +  2{w')a<^. 

But    from    the    equation     2aw—'ii  =  0,    we    have     2(m')aa)  —  (o}')'t}  =  0,    and     the    equation 
thus  become.^  hra  =  —  {t/')  a  +  (oy) ti ;   which,  in  virtue  of  S/wu  - tti  =  0,  becomes 
Itti  =  —  (■!}')  o)  +  (q)')  7/,     (second  result). 

From  the  equation  above  obtained,  h  —  —  (i}')  +  2  (to')  a,  we  have 

in  virtue  of  2kio'  —  6  =  0,  this  becomes  —  2 (?;') &)'  +  4 (m) am'  =  6 ;  an  equation  which 
may  also  be  written  —  2  {(»;') «')  +  4  ((to')  am')  =  (6),  or,  what  is  the  same  thing, 
—  2  (at')  *)'  +  4  (w')  (a)  w'  =  (6) ;   or  since  (a)  =  a  and  (6)  =  b,   this   is 

-  2  (w') );'  +  4  {q>')  «&,'  =  6  : 
and  comparing  with  the  original  equation 

-  2  (V)  (»'  +  4  (q)')  aa  =  6, 
we  obtain 

(ft)')  17'  -  (17')  Q>'  =  0,     (third  result). 

We  have  thus  the  three  systems 

(m)  Tj  —  ()j)  fi)  =  0    ,  Ip  (p  —  1)  equations, 

(qi')  ij  -  W)  to  =  i-TTi,  p= 

(w')'j'-(V)<^'  =  0    ,  4p(p-1)         „ 

in  all  p(2p  — 1)  equations.  As  to  these  systems,  observe  that  (<»)i7,  (i;)(i>,  etc.,  are 
all  of  them  matrices  of  p^  terms;  each  of  the  three  systems  denotes  therefore  in  the 
first  instance  p'  equations,  viz.  the  equations  obtained  by  equating  to  zero  the  several 
terms  of  such  a  matrix :  but  in  the  first  system  each  diagonal  term  so  equated  to 
zero  gives  the  identity  0  =  0;  and  equating  to  zero  the  terms  which  are  symmetrical 
in  regard  to  the  diagonal  we  obtain  twice  over,  in  the  fornns  P  =  0,  and  —  P  =  0. 
one  and  the  same  equation;  the  number  of  equations  is  thus  diminished  from  p"  to 
^p(p  —  X);  and  similarly  in  the  third  system  the  number  of  equations  is  =^p(p  —  \): 
but  for  the  second  system  the  number  of  equations  is  really  =p'^.  It  is  hardly 
necessary  to  remark  that  in  this  second  system  ^tti  is  as  before  regarded  ss  a  matrix. 

The    foregoing    three   systems   of    equations   are   in   fact   the   equations   (6)   p.   4   of 
Dr  Schottky's  work, 

Cambridge,  12  July,  1880. 
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754. 


ON    THE    CONNEXION    OF    CERTAIN     FORMULA    IN    ELLIPTIC 
FUNCTIONS. 


[From  the  Messenger  of  Mathematics,  vol.  ix.  (1880),  pp.  2S— 25.] 

In   reference    to    a   like    question    in   the    theory   of   the    double    ^-functions,   it   is 
interesting  to  show  that  (if  not  completely,  at  least  very  nearly)  the  sijiglo  formula 

n  («..)  =  ..  a- +  i  log  „  J  j:p^;. 

that  is, 

[  !i?  sn  a  en  a  dn  a  sn^  u  dii        &a     ,  ,      ^(u  —  a) 
1.         l-/.-,n-.„i-i,-      ="0a+*''''?eW)' 
leads  not  only  to  the  relation 


Su  =  ii<,g?!^J^+i(i-^yo'-el  duj  duB, 


between  the  functions  0,  sn,  but  also  to  the  addition-equation  for  the  function  sn. 

Writing   in   the   equation   a   indefinitely   small,   and    assuming   only   that   sno,   en  a, 
dna  then  become  a,  1,  1,  respectively,  the  equation  is 

a&'O  ,  ,  ,      @u-a@'u 


k^aj^Bn-ndu  =  u''~+^ 


0"O        0'm 


or,  integrating  fro: 


log ®u=C  +  i«=  I'jJ* - k^  j  du  f  du sn^ u, 
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which,   except   as   regai'ds   the   determinatioo   of  the  constants,  is   the   required   equation 
for  log  @u. 

Next,  differentiating  twice  the  equation  for  n  (ii,  a),  and  once  the  equation  obtained 


-  A^  sn*  a  sn^  uj 


where,  for   shortness, 


©2 


the  first  equation ;   the  right-hand  side  of"  the  first  equation  therefore  is 

—  ^lif'  [siL'^{u  —  a)  —  si]^(u  +  a)]. 
or  the  equation  becomes 

2  snacna  dnctT-  ■■ n — z ^  =  sn=(i(  +  u)  -  snUw  — a), 


-  k^  sn' 
that  is, 

4  sn  !t  sn'  w  sn  d  en  a  dn  a 


(i  —  k-  sn^  u  sn'  of 


-■  sn-  (w  +  a)-  sn^  {u  —  a). 


The  numerator  on  the  left-band  side  must  be  a  sj-mmetrical  function  of  «,  a, 
and  hence  (even  if  the  value  of  sn'  u  were  unknown)  it  would  appear  that  sn'  u  must 
be  a  mere  constant  multiple  of  en  u  dn  n ;  assuming,  however,  the  actual  value, 
sn'jt  =  en  wdnii,  the  formula  is 

4  sn  M  en  w  dn  m  su  ra  en  a  dn  a 


(l-k'sri'uen'ay 

=  sn^  (w  +  «)  —  sn^  (u  —  a) 

=  {sn  (it  +  a)  +  sn  («  -  a)}  [sn  (u  +  a)  -sn(u-  a)\ . 

The  factor  {sn (u  +  a)  +  sn  (u  —  a)]  becomes  =  2 sn  w  for  a—0,  and  this  suggests  that 
the  factor  sn  u  on  the  left-hand  side  is  a  factor  of  {sn  {u  +  a)  +  sn  (u  —  a)}.  That  en  u 
is  not  a  factor  hereof  would  follow  from  the  properties  of  the  period  K;  viz.  for 
ti—K,  cnw  =  0,  but  {sn(M  +  «)  +  sn(M~a)},  =28a(K+a)  is  not  =0;  and,  similarly,  that 
dn  Jt  is  not  a  factor  from  the  properties  of  the  period  iK ;  hence,  en  u,  dn  u  belong 
to  the  other  factor  |sn  (w  +  a)  — sn(M-a}),  and  by  symmetry  cnra,  dna  belong  to  the 
first-mentioned  factor.     And  we  are  thus  led  to  assume 

sn  {u  -f-  a)  -t-  sn  (m  —  a)  =  2M  sn  u  en  a  dn  a, 
sn  (w  +  a)  -  sn  {u  -a)  =  2M'  sn  a  en  u  dn  ti, 
where 

denom.  =  1  —  /c^  sn=  a  sn"  ((, 

and  MM'  =  1.  Some  further  investigation  is  wanting  to  show  that  M  and  M'  are 
constants,  but  assuming  that  they  are  so  and  each  =  1,  the  formulje  give  at  once  the 
ordinary  expression  for  sn  (m  -I-  a) ;  that  is,  we  have  the  addition-equation  for  the 
fimction  sn. 

32—2 
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755. 

ON    THE    MATEIX    {  a,    h  ).    AND    IN    CONNEXION    THEREWITH 

\  c,    d  \ 

THE  FUNCTION  ^'^ . 

cx  +  a 

[From  the  Messenger  of  Mathematics,  vol.  ix.  (1880),  pp.  104 — 109.] 

In  the  preceding  paper,  [due  to  Prof,  W.  W.  Johnson,]  the  theory  of  the  symbolic 
powers   and   roots   of  the   function   — ——j   is  developed   in   a    complete    and    satisfactory 


the  results  in  the  main  agreeing  with  those  obtained  in  the  original  memoir, 
"On  Trigonometrical  Series,"  Memoirs  of  the  Analytical  Society  (1813),  Note  l. 
pp.  47 — 50,  and  which  are  to  some  extent  reproduced  in  my  "  Memoir  on  the  Theory 
of  Matrices,"  Phil.  Trans.,  t.  cXLVill.  (1858),  pp.  17—37,  [152].  I  had  recently 
occasion  to  reconsider  the  question,  and  have  obtained   for  the  nth  function  0"iC,  where 

0^  — ^  a,  form  which,  although  substantially   identical   with   Babbage's,   is   a   more 


compact  and  convenient  one ;   viz.  taking  X.  to  be  determined  by  the  quadric  equation 
\  ad  — be' 


the  form  is 


-l){cx  +  d)  +(X" -  X) (     ae  -a)' 


The    question    is,   in    effect,    that   of   the   determination    of  the    nth   pow' 
matrix  (  a,  b  ) ;   viz.  iji  the  notation  of  matrices 


\  e,  d\ 


i^i,y,)  =  (  a,  b  ){x,y), 
\  c.d  . 
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means   the   two   equations   Xi  —  ax+  hij,  yi  =  cx  +  dy;    and   then   if   a:^,  y^   are   derived   in 

like   manner   from  a^,  y^,  that   is,  if  a;2=aic, +  i)/i,  y^^  cx^ -\- dyi,  and   so   on,  a;„,   )/„   will 

bo    linear   functions   of  x,   y;    say   we   have   a'n  =  aniC+6»y,   i/»  =  CnjB  +  d„y;   and   the   rath 

power  of  (  a,   b  )  is,  in  fact,  the  matrix  (  <[„,   6„  ). 

1^1  I  J    I 

\  c,  a  \  I  c„,  tt„  I 

In  particular,  we  have 

(  a,  b  y,   =(  a,,  b,  ),   ^{  a'  +  bc,   b{a  +  d)  ), 
l  c,  d  \  I  Ci,  dil  \   c(a  +  d),  d^ +  bc   \ 

and  hence  the  identity 

(  a,   b  y-ia  +  d)(  a,   b  )-i-(ad-bc){  1,   0  )-0; 
\  c,   d  \  '  G,   d\  '  0,   1  I 

viz.  this  means  that  the  matrix 

(  (h-  (a  +  d)  a  +  ad  -  be,     b..~(a  +  d)b  )  =  {  0,   0  ), 

I  Ca  -  (a  +  rf)  c  ,    d,-{a  +  d)d  +  ad-bc  \      i  0,  0  ! 

or,  what  is  the   same   thing,  that   each   term   of  the   left-hand   matrix   is   =  0 ;   which  is 
at  once  verified  by  substituting  for  a^,  b^,  Cs,  ds  their  foregoing  values. 

The  explanation  just  given  will  make  the  notation  intelligible  and  show  in  a 
general  way  how  a  matrix  may  be  worked  in  like  manner  with  a  single  quantity: 
the  theory  is  more  fully  developed  in  ray  Memoir  above  referred  to.  I  proceed 
with   the   solution    in    the    algorithra    of   matrices.     Writing   for   shortness   M=(  u,   b  ), 

\  c,   d  \ 
the  identity  is 

M'~(a  +  d)  M  +  {ad  -  be)  =  0, 
the    matrix    (  1,   0  )    being   in   the   theory  regarded   as   =1;   viz,  M  is   determined   by 

I  0,    1  I 
a  quadric   equation ;   and   we   have   coasequently  J/"  =  a   linear  function   of  M.     Writing 
this  in  the  form 

M''-AAI  +  B=0, 

the   unknown   coefficients   A,   B   can   be   at   once   obtained   in   terms   of  a,   /9,   the   roots 
of  the  equation 

u-  -{a  +  d)ii  +  ad  —  bo  =  0, 
viz.  we  have 

a.^~Aa+B  =  0. 

^^-A^  +  B^O; 
or   more   simply   from   these   equations,   and   the   equation   for   M'\   eliminating   a,  ^,   we 
have 

Af",     M,     1  1  =  0; 
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that  is, 

M^  (a-0)- M (o"  -  ^")  +  a^  (a'-^  - y3"-')  =  0, 

But   instead   of  a,  ,S,  it   is   convenient   to   introduce   the   ratio   X  of  the   two   roots, 
say  we  have  a.  =  \Q\   w^e  thence  find 

\0'  —  ad -be, 
giving 

(X+IV  ^  (a  +  dl 
\  ad —  be 

for  the  determination  of  X.,  and  then 

^{a  +  d)\ 

The  equation  thus  becomes 

ilf"  (X  - 1)  ^  -  il/(X"  -  1)  /?'  +  (?»."  -  \)  /3"+'  =  0, 
or  we  have 


It   is    convenient    to    multiply   the    numerator   and    denominator   by   A,  +  l, 
thus  have 


The  exteiior  factor  is  here 


x^-iU  +  i;    ' 


moreover  (X+l)f3  is  =a  +  d:   hence 

«-(  II,   1>   ). 

and 

M-{X+\)fi  =  {  a,  b   )-(  a  +  d,      0      ),   -(-<i,     6     ); 

the  formula  thus  is 


j¥^ 


._      1      (a  +  d\—((X'*'-l)(  a,  1,  )  +  {V- 


-\)(  -d,     h     )] 
\  c,  d  • 
iz,  we  have  thus  the  values  of  the  several  terms  of  the  )ith  matrix 


M-^  =  {  an.    bn  ); 
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and,   if  instead   of  these   we   consider   the   combinations   (i,iiC  +  &„  and   c„ai  +  rf„,   we   then 

a„:^  +  h^^^-^[^-^J~\(X«^^-l){ax  +  b)+iX'>-\){~dx  +  b)]. 

c^x  +  dn-      „  „  {(X"+' -l){ca!+(^)  +  (\"-X)(    cx-a)]; 

and  in  dividing  the  first  of  these  by  the  second,  the  exterior  factor  disappears. 

It  is  to  be  remarked  that,  if  n  =  0,  the  formnlEs  become  as  they  should  do  o^  +  ^o^*'. 
Coie  +  do  =  l;  and  if  n=\,  they  become  OiX  +  hi  —  ax  +  h,  c,(B  +  t^i  =  Cic  +  d. 

If  X™  —  1  =  0,  where   to,  the   least   exponent   for   which   this   equation   is   satisfied,  is 
for  the  moment  taken  to  be  greater  than  2,  the  terms  in  |    |  are 

{\ -  \) {ax ■{-}))  + {I -X){-dx  +  h). 
and 

{\~l){cx+d)  +  (\-\){    cx-a); 

viz.    these    are    {K~l){a  +  d)x,   and    iX~l){a  +  d),   or    if    for    (\—l){a  +  d)    we    write 

(V-1)  — -    ,  the  form^ilie  become  for  it  =  m 


C^  +  dm 

or   the   function   is   periodic   of  the   mth   order.     Writing   for  shortness   ^=  — ,   , 
any  integer  not  =0,  and   prime  to  n,  we  have  X  =  cos  2^  +  isin2^,  hence 
1  +  X  =  2  cos  ^  (cos  ^  +  i  sin  ^), 


order,  the  relation  between  the  coefficients  is 

.       „  STT     (a  +  df 

4cos^ —  =  — i — i- . 

n      ad  —  be 

The  formula  extends  to  the  case  m  =  2,  viz.  cos  J  {sii)  =  0,  or  the  condition  is 
ft  +  rf  =  0.  But  here  X  + 1  =  0,  and  the  case  requires  to  be  separately  veiified,  Kecurring 
to  the  original  expression  for  J/^,  we  see  that,  for  ffl  +  <i  =  0,  this  becomes 

I  a^+&c,        0       I,    =(<t^  +  6c)|  1,  0  1; 

I       0      ,   rf'  +  &c  I  i  0,  1  I 

that  is, 

or  the  result  is  thus  verified. 
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But  the  case  m  =  1  is  a  very  reinarkabie  one ;  vrc  have  here  X  =  1,  and  the 
relation  between  the  coefficients  is  thus  (a  +  df—i  (a/i  —  be),  or  what  is  the  same  thing 
(a~df  +  ibc  —  0.  And  then  determining  the  values  for  X  =  l  of  the  vanishing  fractions 
which  enter  into  the  formulas,  wc  find 

a^x  +  bn^  ^,{a  +  d)"-'  {{n  +  1)  (c^  +  &)  +  (u  -  1)  (-  dx  +  i)j, 

c„«;  +d^-^-^(a  +  rf)"-'  {(n  +  1)  (ex  +d)  +  (n-l){    ex  ~ a)\, 
or  as  these  may  also  be  written 

a.^  +  i«  =  ^.  («  +  (?)"-  [^  [«  {a-d)+{a  +  d)]  +  %ib\, 

e^x  +  (in  =  2^ (a  +  dy--"  \x .  2hc  +[-n(a-d)  +  a  +  d]], 

which  for   n  —  0,  become  as   they  should   do   fl^  +  &o  =  ic,  c„x  +  da  =  l,  and   for   n=l    they 
become   OiX  +  bi^ax  +  h,   c,«  +  rf,  =  ca;  +  d     We    thus    do    not   have    — — ^-=x    and   the 

CiX  +  ffli 

function   is  not   periodic   of  any  order.     This   remarkable   case  is  noticed  by  Mr  Moulton 
in  his  edition  (2nd  edition,  1872)  of  Boole's  Finite  Differences. 

If  to  satisfy  the  given  relation  (a  —  d)"  +  4-bc  =  0,  we  write  2b  =  k(a  —  d),  2c  = (a  -  d). 

then  the  function  of  x  is 

and  the  formulie  for  the  nth  function  are 

a^  +  bn  =  ^, (a  +  d)^-^  {ia  +  d)a:  +  7i(a-d) («  +  k)], 
c,^+d,  =  ^,(a  +  d)'-i^(u  +  d)    -„(«-(!)g+l)|; 

which  may  be  verified  successively  for  the  different  values  of  n. 

Reverting  to  the  general  casOj  suppose  ?i  =  x,  and  let  m  be  the  value  of  ({>'"  (x). 
Supposing  that  the  modulus  of  X  is  not  =1,  we  have  X"  indefinitely  large  or 
indefinitely  small.     In  the  former  case,  we  obtain 

^X(ax  +  b)  +  (-da)  +  b)       _  (Xra  -  (Z)  ^  +  i  (X  +  1)  . 
X(ex  +d)  +  {    ex  —a)'  c{\  + l)x  +  \d  —  a   ' 

which,  observing  that  the  equation  in  X  may  be  written 

\a-d  _6(X+1) 
c(X+  1)       Xd  —  a  ' 
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is  independent  of  x,  and  equal  to  either  of  these  equal  quantities;  and  if  from  these 
two  values  of  n  we  eliminate  \,  we  obtain  for  m  the  quadric  equation 

cw*  —  (a  —  d)  w  —  6  =  0, 
that  is, 

__  (tit  +  & 
cw  +d' 

as  is,  in  fact,  obvious  from  the  consideration  that  n  being  indefinitely  large  the  wth  and 
(?i+l)th  functions  must  be  equal  to  each  other.  In  the  latter  case,  as  X"  is  indefinitely 
small,  we  have  the  like  formulse,  and  we  obtain  for  u  the  same  quadric  equation : 
the  two  values  of  w  are  however  not  the  same,  but  (as  is  easily  shown)  their  product 
is  =  — &-^c;  M  is  therefore  the  other  root  of  the  quadric  equation.  Henco,  as  n 
increases,  the  function  0"a;  continually  approximates  to  one  or  the  other  of  the  roots 
of   this   quadric   equation.     The   equation   has   equal   roots   if  (a  — d)''  +  46e  =  0,   which   is 

the  relation  existing  in  the  above-mentioned  special  ease ;  and  here  m  =  s-  (cf  —  cQ.  = -, , 

which  result  is  also  given  by  the  formulie  of  the  special  case  on  writing  therein  n=  x . 


Hosted  by 


Google 


[756 


756. 


A   GEOMETRICAL  CONSTRUCTION   RELATING   TO   IMAGINAEY 
QUANTITIES. 


[From  the  Messenger  of  Matkematics,  vol.  X.  {1881),  pp.  1 — 8.] 

Let   a,   B,   C  be  given   imaginary  quantities,   and   let   it   te   required   to   construct 
the  roots  of  the  quadric  equation 

1  1  1 

X-A^  X-B'^  X-C~ 

The  equation  is 

{X-B)(X-G)  +  {X-a){X-A)  +  (X-A)(X-B)  =  (i, 
that  is, 

^X'-2{A  +  B+C)X+BC-\-CA  +  AB  =  (}, 

and  we  have  therefore 

3Z  -  (^  +  £  +  C)  =  ±  VK^  +  B  +  C)^  -  3  (5C  +  0^  +  AB% 
=  ±s/{A-'  +  B'-\-C^-BC-CA-AB\; 
or  as  this  may  be  written 

X  =  ^  (^  +  B  +  (7)  ±  VIM^  +  ^"  +  C"')  ■  K-i  + -S'^' + '^")1. 
where  w  is  an  imaginary  cube  root  of  unity, 

=  cos  120°  +  J  sin  120°  suppose. 
Taking  an   arbitrary  point    0   as   the   origin,  let   the  imaginary  quantity  A,  =a  +  a.'i 
suppose,   be    represented    by   the    point    A,   coordinates   a   and   a';    and   in   like   manner 
the  imaginary  quantities  B  and  C  by  the  points  B  and  0  respectively. 

Then   Bm,   Bos'   are   represented   by   points   £,,   B^,   obtained   by   rotating   the   point 
B  about   the   origin   through   angles   of  120°  and  240°  respectively;   Gm^,  Cm   are   repre- 
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sented    by   points   (7i,  C^   obtained    by   rotating   the   point   C    about    the   origin  through 
angles  of  240°  and  480°  (=120°)  respectively:   and 

are   represented   by   the   points   G,   Q^,   G^  which   are   the   CG.'s   of   the    triangles   ABG, 
ABfii,  AB^C^  respectively.     The  formula  therefore  is 

Z  =  0(?±V(0(?,.0(?,), 
where,  if  a,  a'  are  the  coordinates  of  G,  then  OG  is  written  to  denote  the  imaginary 
quantity  a  +  aV ;  and  the  like  as  regards  OG^,  00^.  Taking  \/{OQi .  OG^)  =  OH,  we  then 
have  M  a  point  such,  that  the  distance  OH  from  the  origin  is  =  geometric  mean  of 
the  distances  OG,,  OGa,  and  that  the  radial  direction*  of  the  distance  OH  bisects 
the  radial  directions  of  the  distances  OG^,  OG^  respectively.  Finally,  measuring  off 
from  G  in  the  radial  du'ection  OH,  and  in  the  opposite  radial  direction,  the  distances 
GX',  GX"  each  =  OH;   we  have  the  two  points  X',-X"  representing  the  two  roots  X. 

The  construction  is  somewhat  simplified  if  we  take  for  the  origin  the  point  (?; 
for  then  OG  =  0,  and  we  have  X  =  ±  /^(GGi .  00^},  so  that  the  points  X',  X"  are  in 
fact  the  point  H,  and  the  opposite  point  in  regard  to   G. 


The  theory  of  the  more  general  equation 

=  0, 


X-A^X-B^  X-G 


{p,  q,  r  real)  is  somewhat  similar,  but  the  construction  is  less  simple ;   we  have 
(p  +  q  +  r)  X^-  \{q  +  r)A  +(r  +p)  B  +  (j>  +  q)  0}  X  +pBG  +  qOA  +rAB  =  0. 

Writing  herein  q  +  r,  r+p,p  +  q  =  l,  m,  n,  the  equation  becomes 
(i  +  m  +  «)Z=-2(M+mB+«C)X  +  (-i  +  m+K)BC  +  (i-m  +  «,)C^+(i  +  m-w,)^B  =  0, 
that  is, 

\{l  ^  m  -\-  n}X  -lA-mB  -  nCf 

=  (lA  +mB  +  nCf  +  [P  -  (m  +  nf\  BG  +  {m^  -  (ra  +  0^)  GA  +  [v?  -  (U  mf\  AB. 
Here  the  right-hand  side  is 
=  l'A'  +  m^B'  +  n'G''  +  (l'-m'~n')SG  +  {-l'  +  m'-7i?)GA  +  (-l'-m''+n')AB. 

which  is 

=  -p(G-A)(A-B)-viHA-B)(B-G}-nHG--A}(A-B), 

and  consequently  is  a  product  of  two  linear  factors;   these,  in  fact,  are 
-{PA+^(~P-m''  +  n'±>^A)B+^{~l'  +  'm?~n^+^/A)C\, 

a  convenient   expreasion  for  the  direction  of  a  line  considered  as   drawn  aa 
and  not  as  a  diameter  in  two  opposite  radial  direetiona. 

33—2 
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where 

A  =  ^  +  m*  +  «.'  -  2mW  -  2*1^=  -  2l^m\ 

It  is  to  be  observed  that  A,  =  (l" - m"  —  n")'' —  im^\  is  negative;  hence,  calling 
the  factors  fA+gB  +  kC,  f'A+g'B  +  k'C  respectively,  the  coefficients  /,  g,  h,  and 
/',  g',  h'  are  imaginary;   moreover /+^  +  A=0, /'  + 5''  + A' =  0. 

The  values  of  X  thus  are 

(l+m  +  n)X  =  lA+mB+nC  +  ^f[(fA+gB  +  kG)(/'A+g'B  +  k'C)}, 

,          lA+mB  +  nO  ,   , 

and   then  passing  to   the   geometrical  representation,  we   have        .  represented 

by  the  point  which  is  the  c.g,  of  weights  I,  m,  n  at  the  points  A,  B,  C  respectively; 
on  account  of  the  imaginary  values  of  the  coefficients  the  construction  is  not  immedi- 
ately applicable  to  the  factors 

/A+gB  +  kG.    f'A+g'B  +  h'C; 
but  a  construction,  such  as  was  used  for  the  factors 

A+u>B+(^%     A+t^'B  +  wC, 
might  be  found  without  difficulty. 
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757. 

ON   A   SMITH'S    PRIZE    QUESTION,   RELATING    TO    POTENTIALS. 

[Frum  the  Messenger  of  Mathematics,  ^ol.  xi.  (1.S.S2),  pp.  15—18.] 

A  SPHERICAL  shell  is  divided  by  a  plane  into  two  segments  A  and  B,  one  of  them 
so  small  that  it  may  be  regarded  as  a  plane  disk :  trace  the  curves  which  exhibit  the 
potentials  uf  the  two  segmetits  and  of  the  whole  shell  respectively,  in  regard  to  a  point 
P  moving  along  the  aais  of  symmetry  of  the  two  segments. 

Criticise  the  following  argument : 

The  potential  of  the  segment  A  in  regard  to  a  point  P,  coordinates  (x,  y,  z),  is 
one  and  the  same  function  of  {x,  y,  z)  whatever  be  the  position  of  P;  similarly  the 
potential  of  the  segment  B  in  regard  to  the  same  point  P  is  one  and  the  same  function 
of  (ic,  y,  z)  whatever  be  the  position  of  P:  hence  the  potential  of  the  whole  shell  in 
regard  to  the  point  P  is  one  and  the  same  function  of  {x,  y,  z)  whatever  he  the 
position  of  P. 

The  question  is  taken  from  my  memoir  "On  Prepotentials,"  Phil.  Tram.  vol.  165 
(■1875)  pp  675— 77-i  [607]  and  the  figure  of  the  curves  is  given  p.  689*.  There  is 
no  difficultj  m  tracing  them  by  means  of  the  expression  for  the  potential  of  a  plane 
cncular  disk  in  legair!  to  \  point  on  its  axis  of  symmetry:  it  was  in  order  that 
thej  might  be  ^o  ti  xcd  that  one  of  the  segments  was  taken  to  be  small ;  but  I 
hid  o\erlookLd  the  circumstance  that  the  formula  for  the  disk  is  in  fact  only  a 
particulai  cose  of  i  «irailar  and  equally  simple  formula  for  the  spherical  segment : 
\i2    (as    w'l.i    found    m      ne    of   the    papers)    the   potential   of   a   spherical   segment   in 

legard   to   a   print   on   the    ixk   is  = {pj~p^,   where   p,   p,.   p.;   a^'e   the   distances    of 

the  attracted  point  from  the  ceutie  of  the  sphere  and  from  the  centre  and  the  circum- 
ferente  respectivelj  of  the  segment  The  segments  might  therefore  just  as  well  have 
beeu  inv  two  segment'i  whitever  ii  (to  take  the  most  symmetrical  case)  they  might 
have  been  hemisphei^ 

As    to    the    argument :    the    assertion    in    regard   to   the   potential   of  the   segment 
[*  This  Collection,  vol.  is.  p.  333,] 
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A  ia  based  upon  the  consideration  of  this  segment  alone ;  and,  on  the  ground  that 
we  can  without  crossing  the  segment  pass  from  any  one  position  of  P  to  any  other 
position  of  P,  it  is  inferred  that  the  potential  is  one  and  the  same  function  of  the 
coordinates,  whatever  be  the  position  of  P:  it  is  therefore  unassailable  by  any 
considerations  in  relation  to  the  non-esistent  segment  B.  Similarly  the  assertion  in 
regard  to  the  potential  of  the  segment  B  is  based  upon  the  consideration  of  this 
segment  alone,  and  it  is  unassailable  upon  any  considerations  in  regard  to  the  non- 
existent segment  A  :  the  potential  of  the  whole  sphere  is  certainly  the  sum  of  the 
potentials  of  the  segments  A  and  B:  it  is  therefore  altogether  off  the  purpose  to 
object  that  in  the  case  of  the  whole  sphere  we  cannot  pass  from  a  point  outside 
the  sphere  to  a  point  inside  the  sphere  without  crossing  one  or  other  of  the  segments 
A  and  B.  I  consider  that  the  two  assertions  are  each  of  them  true,  and  that  the 
conclusion  is  a  legitimate  one,  but  it  is  true  only  in  the  sense  in  which  a  +  x  +  ^/[(a  —  tef] 
is  one  and  the  same  function  of  x  whatever  bo  the  value  of  x:  this  is  so,  if 
^[{a  —  xyj  denotes  indifferently  or  successively  the  two  functions  +(a  — ic):  but  if,  a 
and  X  being  real,  \/[(«  -  ^^f]  is  taken  to  mean  the  positive  value,  then  the  function 
a  +  a:  +  \f[(a  —  x)"]  is  =  2a  or  =  2a!  according  as  a  — a;  ia  positive  or  negative. 


In  further  illustration,  let  the  dark  line  of  fig.  1  represent  the  intersection  of 
an  unclosed  surface,  or  segment,  by  the  plane  of  xz  taken  to  be  that  of  the  paper, 
and  consider  the  potential  of  the  segment  in  regard  to  a  point  P  in  the  plane  of 
the  paper,  coordinates  x,  z.  We  have  the  potential  Y  defined  as  a  function  of  x,  z 
by  an  equation  V=9>  definite  integral,  depending  on  the  parameters  «,  z,  and  being  in 
general  a  transcendental  function  of  («,  z')\  F  is  a  real,  one-valued,  finite,  continuous 
function  ol  x,  s:  in  particular,  if  the  point  P,  moving  in  any  manner,  traverses  the 
dark  line,  there  is  not  any  discontinuity  in  the  value  of  Y.  There  is  however  in 
this  case  a  discontinuity  in  the  differential  coefficients  of  V:  if  to  fix  the  ideas  we 
imagine  P  moving  parallel  to  the  axis  of  x,  so  that  z  is  taken  to  be  constant  and 
Y  a  function   of  x   only,   then   when   the   path   of  P   crosses    the    black    line    there    is 

in   general   an   abrupt   change   of  value   in    -5-.     Taking   F  as  a  coordinate   y  at  right 

angles  to  the  plane  of  the  paper,  a  section  by  any  plane  parallel  to  that  of  xy  is 
(when  the  trace  of  the  plane  upon  that  of  xz  does  not  meet  the  dark  line)  a 
continuous  curve ;  but  when  the  trace  meets  the  dark  line,  then  for  this  value  of  x 
there  is  an  abrupt  change  of  direction  in  the  section. 
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If  (as  may  very  well  happen  in  particular  cases)  V  is  algebraically  determinable, 
then,  qud  one -valued  function  of  («,  2),  V  is  not  any  root  y  at  pleasure  of  an 
algebraical  equation  ^  (x,  y,  z)  =  0,  but  it  is  for  any  given  values  of  {x,  z),  some  one 
determinate  root  ?/,  of  this  equation  :  and  we  thus  see  how  in  this  case  the  before- 
dV 
dx 

plane  meets  the  dark  line  the  section  is  a  curve  having  a  double  point;  and,  for 
the  positions  of  P  on  the  two  sides  of  the  dark  line,  we  have  V  the  ordinate 
belonging  to  different  branches  of  the  curve  of  section.  If  the  path  of  P  passes 
through  an  extremity  of  the  dark  line,  then  the  curve  of  section  will,  instead  of  a 
double  point,  have  in  general  a  cusp ;  and  when  the  path  of  P  does  not  cross  the 
dark  line,  then  the  curve  of  section  is  a  continuous  line  without  singulaiity.  It  may 
be  added  that  the  surface  ^ {x,  y,  z)=0  must  have  a  nodal  line  which  as  to  a  certain 
finite  portion  thereof  is  crunodal,  giving  the  be  fore -mentioned  double  points  of  the 
sections,  but  as  to  the  residue  thereof  is  acnodal  or  isolated. 

It  may  happen  that  {the  surface  being  algebraical)  any  particular  section  thereof, 
instead  of  being  a  single  curve  having  a  double  point  as  above,  breaks  up  into  two 
distinct  curves,  so  that  for  the  two  positions  of  P,  we  have  V  the  ordinate  of  two 
distinct  curves :  and  this  is  what  really  happens  in  the  ease  of  P  a  point  on  the 
axis  of  a  circular  disk  or  a  spherical  segment :  thus  in  the  case  of  the  disk,  taking 
c  for  the  radius,  and  x  for  the  distance  from  the  centre  of  the  disk,  the  formula 
is  F=  27r  {V(c^  +  a:")  ±  ip} ;  or  writing  V  -r-2Tv  =  y,  the  section  is  made  up  of  the  two 
distinct  hyperbolas  y{y~  2a:)  —  c-,  and  y  (y  +  2ie)  =  (^. 

It   may   be   remarked   that   in   each   case,   it   is   only   for   P   on   the   axis    that    the 


In    the    case    of    the    hemispheres,   drawing    031    a   radius   at   right   angles   to   the 
axis,   the   formula   for   the   potential   of  an   axial   point   P   is   of  the   form 

V.%^(FM-PA, 

or  writing  F=27rJ/  we  have  for  the  hemisphere  A,  the  curve  (1)  or  (2)  according 
as  (x  —  a)  is  positive  or  negative ;  and  for  the  hemisphere  B  the  curve  (3)  or  (4) 
a;  -i-  a  is  positive  or  negative ;   viz.  the  equations  are 

(1)  y_?lV{o'  +  «') -(«-»)), 

(2)  y.?|V(o"  +  «?)  +  («'-(j)l, 

(3)  y  =  ^{V(»"  +  a?)-('t  +  o)J. 
m  !/-^K(o-  +  «')  +  (»!  +  o)|, 
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being  four  cubic  curves.     The   whole   curve   (1)   is   shown   in   fig.  2,  and   the   others   are 

Fig,  2. 


equal  or  opposite  curves:   the  rationalised  equation  of  (1)  is  in  fact 

(y  +  ay-a"' 

and   by   writing   —  a   for  a,   and   in    each    equation    —  a;    for    x,    we    have    the    rational 
equations  of  the  other  three  curves. 

But,  drawing   only  the   required   portions   of  the   curves,   we   have   fig.  3   exhibiting 


the  potentials  of  the  two  hemispheres  A  and  B ;  and  also  the  discontinuous  potential 
of  the  whole  shell,  the  ordinate  for  this  last  being  the  sum  of  the  ordinates  for  the 
two  hemispheres  respectively. 
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SOLUTION    OF    A    SENATE-HOUSE    PROBLEM. 


[From  the  Messenger  of  Mathematics,  vol.  xi.  (1882),  pp.  23—2.5.] 


Prove  that,  ii  a+b  +  c  =  0  and  x  +  y  +  z  =  0,  then 

i  (ax  ■¥by  +  cif 

-S(aa!  +  h/  +  cz)  (a-  +h-  +  c")  (x'^  +  y^  +  s^) 

-2(b~c)(c-a)(a-b)(y-z){z~x)(x-p) 

—  ?>4!abcxyz  =  0. 

I  do  not  know  the  origin  of  this  identity,  nor  do  I  see  any  very  simple  way 
of  proving  it ;  that  which  seems  the  moat  straightforward  way  is  to  transform  the 
third  line,  which,  omitting  the  factor  —  2,  is 

1,     1,     1      .  j  1,     1,     1     , 

a^,    y,    c^       I  X-,     7f,     3'  ! 
3,  a    +b    +c  .     a'    +b-    +c'      !: 

X  +y  +e  ,     ajc  +by  +CZ  ,    a-x  +  b-y  +  c'z    I 
x''  +  y''  +  Z-,     an?  +  by"^  +  cs',     al'a?  +  b^y'^  +  cH^  ■ 
and  therefore  when  ct  + 1  +  o  =  0  and  ic  -I-  j/  +  a  =  0,  is 

=  3  (oa;  +  6;/  +  C3  )  (aW  +  b^y^  +  c^z-) 
~  3  (a^x  +  1^1/  +  <?z)  (ote^  -vbif  +  cz^ ) 
-     {ax  +by  +cz)  («-  +  b'-  +  c^)  (i>f  +  y'  +  z"-) ; 
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or,  as  this  may  be  written, 

=     &(ax  +by  +cz)  {aW  +  l^f  +  c^s^) 

-  (ax  +by  +  cz)ia^  +  1^  +  (^){ciP  +  f  +  2^) 

-  3  (a«  +  fcy  +  C2  )  (aV  +  l^f  +  0=5") 

-  3  (a^x  +  b^  +  d's)  {aj^  +  hy^  +  cs'' ). 
Here  the  third  and  fourth  lines,  omitting  the  factor  —  3,  are 

3  (o  V  +  ft't/'  +  ^z')  +  {ab^  +  a%  {xf  +  ^)  +  (acP  +  a^o)  {ccz"  +  ai^z)  +  (6c=  +  Pc)  {yz""  +  y''z), 

where,  in  virtue   of  the  two  relations,  each  of  the  last  three  product-terms  is  =  ahcxyz, 
and  the  whole  is  thus 

=     2  {a'a?  +  by  +  c'z^) 
-I-  ^ahcxyz. 
The  product  of  the  two  determinants  is  thus 

=     6  ((W  +  &i/  +  cs)  (dV  +  6=3/^  +  c=3=) 

-  {ax  +  by  +  cs)  (a^  +  6'  +  c^  (^  -!-  y''  +  s^) 

-  6  (aW  + 1=!^=  +  e^s=) 

-  9  abcxys ; 

and  this  being  so  the  identity  to  be  verified  is 
4    {a3>-\-by  +  csy 
+  (-3+2=)-l    {ax  +  hy  +  cz){a?  +  }^-^f?){a?  +  y^  +  ^) 
-  12  (tia!  +  &y  +  cz)  (a^a^  +  lhf^  +  c^z") 
+  12(aV-{-f^j/='  +  c'2=') 
+  (IS  -  54  =)  -  36a6ca:!/5         =  0. 
We  have  here  the  terms 

1 2  (a'a^  +  by  +  c  V  -  Sahcxys), 
=  l2(ace  +  by+  cs)  (a=a^  +  6y  +  oV  -  &ci/3  -  cazx  -  ahxy), 

so    that    the    left-hand    side    is    now    divisible    by   ax  +  hy  +  cz,   and   throwing   out   this 
factor   the   equation   becomes 

4   {aa>  +  hy  +  czy 
-      {a^  +  b^  +  c^){ii?  +  y^-¥^) 
-12(aW  +  6y-l-c''3=) 
-I-  l'2,{a?a?  +  hy  +  c''^~hcyz-cazx  —  abxy)  =  Q; 
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or,  as  thia  may  be  written, 

4  (([V  +  b'^y'^  +  c^3°  —  hcyz  —  cazx  —  ahaty) 

-     {a?  +  6^  +  c=)  (x"  +  y=  +  sO  =  0, 

which   under   the   assumed   relations   a  +  6  +  c  =  0,   x  +  y  +  z  =  0   may   be   verified   without 
difficulty.     It  may  be  remarked  that  we  have  identically 


8  (aW  +  6y  +  c=3=  -  hcyz  -  < 
.  2(a=  +  6=  +  c=)(a^  +  »/=  +  2=) 


-  abmy) 


hy(-    (1^  +  36'  -    c=  -  26c  +  2ca  -  2ab)  L 
f  3  (-    (t^  -    6=  +  3c'  -  26c  -  2ca  +  2(ii) 


a  (    3af-   y^-    z^  +  2yz~  2zx  —  2ccy) ' 
+  (a+b  +  c)  -   +b(-   a^  +  3/ -   s^-2yz+2zx-  2a^) 
+  c  (-    a:'-    f-+33''-2yz~2ex  +  2scy) 
which  is  a  more  complete  form  of  the  last-mentioned  theorem. 
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ILLUSTRATION    OF   A   THEOREM   IN   THE  THEORY   OF 
EQUATIONS. 

[From  the  Messenger  of  Mathematics,  vol.  xi.  (1882),  pp.  Ill — 113.] 

The    knowledge    of    the    value    of   an    uiisym metrical    function    of   the   roots   of   a 


iven  by   the   equation    itself;    but   it 

by   the   equation   itself  in   regard   to 

ng   the    roots    of   a    cubic    equation, 

then    a,   ^,   y    must    denote    the 

uniquely  determinate   order,  but 


numerical    equation    adds   something    to   what   is   giv 
may   or  may   not  add   anything   to   what  is   given 
each   root   separately.     If,   for   instance,   a,   0,  y   bein 
it   is   known   that    a'/3  +  ^=7  +  7-a  =  a    given    value 
roots,  taken   not   in   any  order  whatever,   nor  yet   ir 

with  a  certain  restriction  as  to  order,  viz.  if  the  roots  in  a  certain  order  are  a,  b,  a, 
these  roots  being  such  that  a'b  +  b^c  +  c^a  =  k,  then  clearly  the  relation  in  question 
a.^^  +  0^y  +  'fa  =  k,  will  be  satisfied  if  a,  /3,  y=  a,  b,  c,  or  =  6,  c,  a,  or  =  c,  a,  b 
(but  not  if  a,  ^,  y  =  b,  a,  c,  or  =  either  of  the  remaining  two  arrangements) ;  the 
relation  thus  allows  a  to  be  —a,  or  =b,  or  =  c ;  that  is,  a  is  =  any  one  at 
pleasure  of  the  roots  of  the  cubic  eqtration,  and  it  is  thus  determined  by  the  cubic 
equation,  and  not  by  any  inferior  equation ;  but  a  being  known,  the  other  two  roots 
j3  and  y  will  be  uniquely,  and  therefore  rationally,  determined. 

It  is  worth  while  to  see  how  the  result  works  out;  suppose,  for  greater  simplicity, 
the  cubic  equation  is  ii,^—7x+Q  =  0  having  roots  (1,  2,  -  3),  and  that  the  given 
relation   is    d-^  +  0-y  +  y^a  =  —  1,  then  the  cubic  equation  gives 

«  +  ^  +  7  =  0,     a/3  +  «7  + 187  =  -  7,     0:^7  =  -  6, 
and  we  have,  besides,  the  relation  in  question 

a=/3  +  ^=7  +  7=a  =  -  1  ; 
eliminating  7  we  have 

a^  +  5/3  +  /3==7.     a^(a  +  ^)  =  6,     a=  +  3a^^-^''+ 1  =  0; 
or,  as  it  is  convenient  to  write  these  equations, 

^  +     a/3  +  2'  -  7  =  0, 

jS^+     aS-^         =0, 

l3'  -  3a^/3  -  a^=  -  1  =  0. 
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If  from  these  equations  we  eliminate  ^,  we  obtain  two  equations  in  a,  which  it 
might  be  supposed  would  determine  a  uniquely;  but,  by  what  precedes,  a  is  any 
root  at  pleasure  of  the  cubic  equation  and  can  thus  be  determined  only  by  the 
cubic  equation  itself,  and  it  follows  that  any  equation  obtained  by  the  elimination 
of  /3  must  contain  as  a  factor  the  cubic  function  a'— 7a +  6,  and  be  thus  of  the  form 
M(a?—1a.+  <'>)  —  0,  where  i/  is  a  function  of  a;  one  result  of  the  elimination  is 
0^  — 7a  +  6  =  0,  and  every  other  result  is  of  the  form  jiist  referred  to,  Jlf  (a'— 7a  + 6)  =  0 ; 
hence  we  have  definitely  a'— 7a+6  =  0,  viz.  the  roots  of  the  equation  M=(l  do  not 
apply  to  the  question. 

In   verification,   observe  that   the   first   and   second   equations    give    o?—T  =  -,   that 

is,   a'— 6a  +  7  =  0.     To   eliminate   &   from   the   first   and   third   equations   we   first   find 

a3=  +  (4a=-7)  /3  +  a=+l=0, 
or  say 


and  combining  herewith 

the  first  equation 

we  obtain 

^=  +  a^  +  a^-7  =  0, 

that  is, 

^      -3a=+7' 

substituting  in  the 

first 

equation, 

{la  +  If 
+  a(7a4-l)(-3a=  +  7) 

that  is, 

+      (a=- 7)  (-.3a' +  7)^=0, 

49        14         1 
-21-3+49     +7 
9  O-lOo          +343             -343 

or,  dividing  by  3, 
which,  in  fact,  is 

9  0  -  126  -  3  +  441     +  21  -  342, 
3a«-42a^-aH147a-^  +  7c( -114  =  0, 
{a?  -  7a  +  6)  (3a=  -  21a  -  19)  =  0, 

of  the   form   in   questio 

n   Jf  (a'-7a+6)  =  0.      Thus   a   has   any   one   at   pleasure   o 

■f   the 

three  values  1,  2, 

-3, 

but  a  being  known  we  have  8  =  — -f—- — ^ ,  and  thence 
—  •iix'  +  7 

,  -7a-l           3a^-14a-l 

L  particular,  as  a  =  l,  then  0  —  2f 
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REDUCTION   OF    f,    ^    ,,. 

[From  the  Messenger  of  Mathematics,  vol.  XI.  (1882),  pp.  142,  143.] 

Writimg  s,  c,  d  for  the  sn,  en,  and  dn  of  u  to  a- modulus  k,  which  will  be  deter- 
mined, and  denoting  by  0  a  constant  which  will  also  be  determined,  the  formula  of 
reduction  is 

_  -  1  +  dscd 

~     1  +  ffscd' 

To  find  from  this  the  value  of  y,  =  ^(1  —  ^),  putting  for  shortness  X  =  Oscd,  the 
formula  is  ®  =  ~ -137-5-.  ^^^  ^^  thence  have 

3       ,      ^       2  (1  +  3X=) 

^-^-°'=   (i+xy  ' 

where 

1  +  3X=  =  1  +  Z$'s'  (1  -  5=)  {1  -  k's% 

=  1  +  3^1=5=  -3^(1+  -t=)  s*  +  3i9=fc=s«, 
may  be  put  equal  to  (1  4-  ^^s^)',  that  is, 

=  1  -I-  3^s=  +  -id's*  +  d's' ; 

viz.  this  will  be  the  case  if 

3<9^  =  -  3(3=  {1  -1-  k"),     (9"  =  3^* ; 

Ic'-k^+l  =0; 

that  is,  k^  =  o},  if  w  =  —  ^  +  |i  V3,  an  imaginary  cube  I'oot  of  unity ;   and  then 
B'  =  -l+o,.     =oy'(a>''-m),     =-^V^/3; 


that  is, 
these  give 
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that  is. 


'■/(T 


dx 


TO  ELLIPTIC  INTEGRALS. 


(l-V3)-t(H-V3) 
2^2 


*  may  be  verified  by  squaring. 

Hence  finally,  0  and  k  denoting  the  values  just  obtained, 


or,  writing  as  before,  X  =  Sscd,  we  have 
MX 


1  +  0scd ' 


J,-     ^"-^  2i(l  +  «52. 

"*   (1+x)-   X-  (i+xy   • 


dx  _dx      _      i^dX 

0.-a?f'         ,/•     "(1 +«•»■)>' 

-^-2»e.<i»; 


the  required  formula. 
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ON    THE    THEOBEM    OF    THE    FINITE    NUMBER    OF    THE 
COVAEIANTS   OF   A   BINARY   QUANTIO. 


[From    the    Quarterly   Journal    of   Pure    and    Applied    Mathenmtics,    vol.    SVII.    (1881), 
pp.  137—117.] 

GoRDAN's  proof,  the  only  one  hitherto  given,  is  based  upon  the  theory  of  derivatives 
(Uebereinanderschiebungen).  It  Is  shown  that  the  iiTeduclble  covariants  of  the  binary 
quantic  /  are  inclnded  in  the  series 

(/,/)■.(/,/)'.  ...(/,*),(/,*)■,... 

of  the  derivatives  of  the  quantic  upon  itself  or  upon  some  other  eovariant,  and  that 
the  number  of  the  irreducible  covariants  thus  obtained  is  linite.  And  not  only  so, 
but  for  the  quintic  and  the  sextic  the  complete  systems  were  formed,  and  the  nurabera 
shown  to  be  =  23  and  26  respectively. 

It  would  seem  that  there  ought  to  be  a  more  simple  proof  based  upon  the  con- 
sideration of  the  fundamental  covariants :  for  the  cubic  {a,  h,  c,  d^x,  y'f,  these  are 
the  cubic  itself  {a,...'^x,  yf,  the  Hessian  {ac—Jf,  ...J^,  yf,  and  the  cubicovariant 
(a^d  —  ^abc  +  1h^,...\x,  yf;  and  so  in  general  for  the  quantic  (a,...\x,  yY,  we  have  a 
series  of  fundamental  covariants  the  leading  coefficients  whereof  are  the  aeminvariants 

ffl,  fflc  —  6=,  a?d  —  Soic  +  26",  a'e  —  4a^6d  +  6a6^c  -  36',  &c. 

It  is  known  that  every  eovariant  can  be  expressed  as  a  rational  function  of  these,  or 
more  precisely  that  every  eovariant  multiplied  by  a  positive  integral  power  of  the 
quantic  itself  can  be  expressed  as  a  ratiotial  and  integral  function  of  the  fundamental 
covariants,  and  we  may  for  the  covariants  substitute  their  leading  coefficients,  or  say 
the  seminvariants ;  hence,  every  seminvariant  is  a  rational  function  of  the  fundamental 
sem  in  variants,  and   more   precisely,  every  seminvariant   multiplied   by  a   positive   integral 
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power  of  the  first  coefficient  a  is  a  rational  function  of  the  fundamental  aeniin variants. 
Thus,  in  the  case  of  the  cubic,  we  have  the  discriminant  V, 

=  a''(P  -  6abcd  +  iac'  +  46'rf  -  3Jfc% 
obtained  irom 

a,  ac  —  b'',   oM  —  3abc  +  26*, 
by  the  formula 

a' V  =  (aH  -  Sabc  +  26^)=  +  4  (ac  -  P)\ 

and  it  is  easily  shown  that  this  invariant  V  is  the  only  new  covariant  thus  obtainable, 
and  that  every  other  covariant  is  thus  a  rational  and  integral  function  of  the 
irreducible  covariants,  the  leading  coefficients  of  which  are 

a,  ac  —  h^,  a^d  —  Sabc  +  21", 

and  V.  It  appeai-s  a  truism,  and  it  might  be  thought  that  it  would  be,  if  not  easy, 
at  least  practicable,  to  show  for  a  quantic  of  any  given  finite  order  n,  that  we  can 
in  this  manner,  as  rational  functions  of  the  n  —  \  semi n variants,  obtain  only  a  finite 
number  of  new  sem invariants,  so  that  all  the  seminvariants  would  be  expressible  as 
rational  and  integral  functions  of  a  finite  number  of  seminvariants;  and,  consequently, 
all  the  covariants  be  expressible  as  rational  and  integral  functions  of  a  finite  number 
of  irreducible  covariants.  But  the  large  number,  23,  of  the  covariants  of  the  quintic 
is  enough  to  show  that  the  proof,  even  if  it  could  be  carried  out,  would  involve 
algebraical  operations  of  great  complexity. 

The  theory  may  be  considered  from  a  different  point  of  view,  in  connexion  with 
the  root-form  a{x~ay)(x-  0y) ....  or  say  {x-a)(x-  Q) ...  of  the  quantic;  wo  have 
here  what  may  be  called  the  monomial  form  of  covariant,  viz.  the  general  monomial 
form  is 

where  in  all  the  factors  {whether  a  —  ^  or  x  —  a)  which  contain  a,  in  all  the  factors 
which  contain  ^, ...,  and  so  for  each  root  in  succession,  the  sum  of  the  indices  has 
one  and  the  same  value,  =  6  suppose.     Thus,  for  the  cubic 

fr-.)(^-«(«-7), 
we  have  the  monomial  covariants 

(<.-/3)(a-7)<,3-,), 
(/S-7)(a!-»),    (»-7)(a=-«,    (a-m(i^-l). 

and  so  for  the  quartic 

(.-«)(^-(3)(:t-,>(«-S), 

we  have  the  monomial  invariants 

(a-/3)(7-S),    (a-7)(^-g),    (a-8K/3-7). 

Observe   that   the    monomial    form    is    considered    as   essential;    a   syzygetic   function   of 
c.   XI.  35 
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two    or    more    monomials   is   not   a   monomial,   and   we   are   thus   in   no    wise    concerned 
with  identities  such  as 

(y3-7)(^ -«)-(« -7)(a:-^)  +  {a -yS)  (^-7)  =  0, 
or 

(a-8)(^-7)-(;3-g){a-7)  +  (7-S>(a-^)  =  0; 

notwithstanding  these  syzygies  respectively, 

(e-7)(a.-.),  C<.-7)(a.-/3),  and  (,-«(«!-,) 
are  regarded  as  independent  covariants  of  the  cubic,  and 

(a-S)(^-7),   W-B){a-y),  and  (y-B){a-0), 

as  independent  invariants  of  the  quartie. 

It  is  only  when  a  monomial  covariant  is  equal  to  a  power  or  product  of  simple 
or  other  powers  of  lower  monomial  covariants  that  it  is  regarded  as  a  function  of 
these  lower  monomial  covariants  and  therefore  as  not  irreducible.     Thus 

(«-^)(a-7)(^-S)(7-8)  =  (a-^)(7-S).(a-7)(^-3). 

is    a    reducible     monomial    covariant,    expressible    in    terms    of    the     lower    irreducible 
monomial  covariants 

{a-^)(7-S)   and   («-7)(^-S). 

The  theorem  of  the  finite  number  of  the  irreducible  monomial  covariants  (as  just 
explained)  of  the  root-quantic  is  a  question  of  the  same  kind  as,  but  entirely  distinct 
from,  that  of  the  finite  number  of  the  covariants  of  the  quantic  in  the  ordinary  form  ; 
and  there  are  thus  the  two  questions;  (-4),  that  of  the  finite  number  of  the  irreducible 
monomial  covariants  of  the  root-quantic;  and  (C),  that  of  the  finite  number  of  the 
irreducible  covariants  of  the  ordinary  quantic. 

But  we  can  pass  from  (A)  to  (C)  by  means  of  a  lemma  (B),  which  I  have  not 
proved,  but  which  seems  highly  probable,  and  which  I  enunciate  as  follows :  (B)  The 
infinite  system  of  terms  X,  rational  and  integral  functions  of  a  finite  set  of  letters 
(a,  b,  c,  ...)  which  remain  unaltered  by  all  the  substitutions  of  a  certain  group 
G(a,  b,  c, ...)  of  substitutions  upon  these  letters,  includes  always  a  finite  set  of  terms  P 
such  that  every  term  X  whatever  is  a  rational  and  integral  function  of  these  terms  P. 

In  explanation  of  this  lemma,  observe  that,  if  G(a,  b,  c,...)  denotes  the  entire 
group  of  substitutions  upon  these  letters,  so  that  the  functions  which  remain  unaltered 
by  the  substitutions  of  the  group  are  in  fact  the  symmetrical  functions  of  (a,  b,  c, ..,), 
then  the  theorem  is  "  The  infinite  system  of  rational  and  integral  symmetrical 
functions  of  (a,  b,  c, ...)  includes  always  a  finite  set  of  terms  P  such  that  every  such 
rational  and  integi'al  symmetrical  function  is  a  rational  and  integral  function  of  the 
terms  P,  viz.  the  terms  P   are   here  the  several  symmetrical  functions 

a  +  b  +  c-l-...,  ab-|-ac  +  bc  +  ...,  abc  -!- . . . ,  &c." ; 
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and  90,  if  G{s,,  b,  c,..,)  is  the  group  of  all  the  positive  substitutions,  then  we  have 
the  Uke  theorem  for  the  rational  and  integi-al  two-valued  functions  of  (a,  b,  e, ...), 
viz.  the  terms  P  are  here  the  two-valued  function  (a  — b){a  — c)(b  — c) ...,  and  the 
symmetrical  functions 

a  +  b-Hc-l-...,   ab-l-aG-l-bc-l-...,   abo  -I- ...,  &c., 
as  before. 

I  return  to  the  theorem  (A),  but  instead  of  the  covariants  of  a  root-quantic  of 
any  order,  I  consider  first  the  invariants  of  a  root-quantic  of  any  even  order.  The 
general  form  is 

where  in  all  the  factors  which  contain  a,  in  all  the  faetors  which  contain  ^,  and  so 
for  each  root  in  succession,  the  sum  of  the  indices  has  one  and  the  same  value  =5. 
Writing  12  for  the  index  of  a  —  /3,  13  for  that  of  a  — 7,  and  so  in  other  cases,  then 
assuming  always  12  =  21,  13  =  31,  &c.,  the  indices,  taken  each  twice,  form  the  square 


0 

12 

13 

21 

0 

23  ■     ... 

31 

32 

0 

the  order  of  which,  or  number  of  its  rows  or  columns,  is  equal  to  the  order  of  the 
quantic ;  the  terms  of  the  dexter  diagonal  are  each  =  0,  and  the  square  is  sym- 
metrical in  regard  to  this  dexter  diagonal.  Moreover,  the  square  is  such,  that  the 
sum  of  the  terms  in  each  row  (or  column)  has  one  and  the  same  value  =  6 ;  and 
conversely,   every  such  square,  say  Rg,  represents  an  invariant. 


Thus,   for   the   quartic  (x  —  a)(x  —  ^)(x~y){x-~S},   the    square    R^ 
four  rows  (or  columns)  representing  the  invariant 

(0-7r(0-^r, 


which 


a    square    of 


(7- 

-S)» 

12 +  13 

+  14^ 

=  «, 

21    +  23  +  24  . 

-«, 

31+32 

+  34  = 

--6. 

41  +  42  +  43 

=  9. 
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There  are  three  squares  R^,  viz.  these  are  the  squares 


[761 


representing  the  before-mentioned  invai-iauts  (a  -  /5)  (7  —  S),  (a  -  7)  (^  —  S),  (a  -  8)  (y3  —  7) 
respectively:  say  these  are  a,  b,  c,  and  every  other  invariant  is  a  rational  a^id 
integral  function  of  these;  in  fact,  the  ^-equations  give  easily  12  =  34,  13  =  24,  14  =  23, 
so  that  the  general  form  of  the  invariant  is  =a^^b"c",  where  12,  13,  14  are  each 
of  them  a  positive  integer  number  (which  may  be  =  0).  Or,  what  is  the  same  thing, 
the  square   Jig  (^=12  +  13  +  14)  is  a  sum 

=  12.R,+  1S.R,'  +  U.lt,", 
with   positive   integer   coefficients   12,   13,    14,  say   for  shortness   it   is   a  sum   of  squares 
iJi-      And    so    any   like    expression    with    a   negative   coefficient   or   coefficients   may,   for 
shortness,   be   called   a  diiferenee   of  squares   R,. 

Observe  that,  in  general,  two  squares  Rg,  R^  are  added  together  by  adding  their 
corresponding  terms,  the  result  being  a  square  Re+^ ;  similarly,  if  each  term  of  R^  be 
less  than  or  at  most  equal  to  the  corresponding  term  of  Rs,  then  (but  not  otherwise) 
the  square   R^  may  be  subtracted  from  Rg,  giving  a  square  TJ^-*- 

In  the  case  of  the  sextic 

(«-a)(«-«{»-7)(a.-S)(«-.)(,t-a 
there  are  fifteen  squares  Ri,  which  may  be  represented  as  follows: 


12 

31 

56 

12 

35 

46 

12 

36 

15 

13 

24 

56 

13 

25 

46 

13 

26 

45 

14 

23 

66 

14 

25 

36 

1* 

26 

35 

15 

23 

46 

15 

24 

36 

15 

26 

31 

16 

23 

45 

16 

21 

35 

16 

25 

31 
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viz.  12.34.56  here  represents  the  squai-e  R,,  for  which  the  terms  12,  34,  56  (and 
of  course  the  symmetrical  terms  21,  43,  65)  are  each  =1,  the  other  terms  all  vanishing; 
or,  what  is  the  same  thing,  it  represents  the  invariant  {a  —  yS)"  (7  —  Bf*  (e  ~  ^y.  But 
it  is  not  true  that  every  square  Be  is  a  sum  of  squares  R^;  this  is  not  the  case, 
for  the  square  R^, 

=  12.13.23.45.46.56, 
representing  the  invariant 

(a  -  W  («  -  7)"  (/3  -  7)"  («  -  «r  (S  -  ?)-  (e  -  f)", 
is  not  a  sum  of  squares  R^. 

But  the  square  last  referred  to  is  a  difference  of  squares  R,:   it  is  in  fact 
=  12 .  36 .  45  + 13 .  25 .  46  + 14 .  23 .  56  -  14 .  25  .  36, 

or,  what  is  the  same  thing,  the  corresponding  invariant  is  the  product  of  the 
invariants  12.36.45,  13.25.46,  14.23.56,  divided  by  the  invariant  14.25.36;  viz. 
it  is  a  rational  function  of  invariants  R,. 

It  is  required  to  show,  first,  that  every  square  Rg  is  a  difference  of  squares  R, ; 
and  thence,  secondly,  that  it  is  a  sum  of  a  finite  number  of  squares  Rn  (being,  in 
fact,  squares  Ri  and  R^). 

For  the  first  theorem  we  equate  the  general  expression  of  Rg  with  the  assumed 
value 

^i.l2..34.56+y,.  12.35.46+31.  12.  36  .  45  +  ... +S5.I6  .  25  .34. 

We  thus  obtain 

fifteen  equations  satisfied  by 

12  = 


ia  =  y, +  3;, +  £, 
13  =  cc,  +  y,  +  z. 

ic,  =  J*  - 
^1-13- 

-2D 

-t-r-t-s-c 
+p         ~T         +f 

li=x,  +  yi  +  Zs 

»i  =  14 

-p              -, 

lb  =  x.  +  y,  +  ^, 

«, .  15  - 

-26- 

36 

-F^  +  2  +  :'  +  s 

16  =  «.  +  J,  +  2. 

a;.  =  45 

-q-r 

i3  =  x^  +  x,+x, 

y,  -  12  - 

-  34  -f  26 

-q-r-,+t 

24-»,  +  y,+!,, 

ft -25 

-P 

2o-y,  +  JI.  +  «. 

y=  = 

P 

26-«,+2,  +  i, 

S,  =  36 

-p-q 

S4  =  iC,  +  24+2s 

ft=16- 

-45 

+q+r         -t 

3o-y,  +  jl.  +  «, 

«,= 

t 

36  =  y.  +  !/,+«, 

22  = 

r 

45  =  a;s+2i  +  2, 

z,= 

» 

46  =  3:,  +  )/, +^2 

2,  =  26 

-r-s 

56  =  3;, +  «,  +  «:3 

',- 

1 
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connecting  k,,  y-,,  z,,  ...,Zs  with  the  terms  12,  13,  etc.  of  Rg  (or  indices  of  the 
corresponding  invariants).  The  fifteen  equations  are  not  independent,  for  regarding 
them  as  giving  the  values  of  12,  13,  ...  in  terms  of  the  «!,  3/1,  s^,  ,.,,  s,,  these 
values  satisfy  identically  the  relations  which  ought  to  be  satisfied  by  the  terms  12, 
13,  etc.,  viz.  the  equations  obtained  by  the  elimination  of  6  from  the  equations 
12  +  13  +  14  +  15  +  16  =  ^, 
12  +  23  +  24  +  25  +  26  -  ^, 

16  +  26  +  36  +  46  +  56  =0. 

The  equations  are  thus  insufficient  to  determine  the  values  of  Xi,  y^,  z,,  ...,  z^,  and  the 
general  values  given  by  the  equations  will  contain  five  indeterminate  quantities  which  are 
taken  to  be  p,  5,  )■,  s,  t  (these  being  in  fact  the  values  of  y^,  Zi,  z^,  z^,  z,  respectively), 
and  we  then  have  the  equations  all  of  them  satisfied  by  the  above-mentioned  values 
containing  these  indeteiminate  quantities ;  taking  them  to  be  positive  or  negative 
integers,  then  x^,  y^,  z^,...,Zi,  will  be  all  of  them  integers;  but  by  what  precedes, 
it  appears  that  they  cannot  all  of  them  be  made  to  be  positive  integers,  so  that  we 
have  consequently  Rg, 

=  a^, .  12 .  S4  .  56  +  yi .  12  .  35 .  46  +  2, .  12 .  36  .  45  +  . ..  +  2, .  16  .  25 .  34, 
equal  in  general  to  a  difference  of  squares  R^. 

Suppose    in    such    difference    of   squares   Ki   we    have   any   term,   say   —12.34.56, 

occurring   with   the   coefficient   —  1.      Since    the    expression   represents   a   square   B^,   we 

must   have   among   the   positive   terms,   12.35.46   or    12.36,45   to   render    possible   the 

subtraction   of  the   12;    15.26.34   or   16.25.34   to   render    possible   the   subtraction   of 

the   34;    and   13.24.56   or   14.23,56   to   render  possible    the    subtraction    of    the   56; 

that  is,  the  expression  must  contain  one  of  the  eight  combinations 

12 .  35  .  46  +  15 ,  26 .  34  +  13 .  24 ,  56  -  12 .  34 .  56, 

12.35.46+15.26.34  +  14.23.56-12.34.56, 

12 .  35 .  46  +  16 .  25 .  34  +  13 .  24 .  56  - 12 .  34 .  56, 

12.35.46  +  16.25.34  +  14.23.56-12.34.56, 

12.36.45  +  15.26.34  +  13.24.56-12  .34.56, 

12 .  36 .  45  +  15  .  26 .  34  +  14 .  23 .  56  -  12 .  34 .  56, 

12 .  36 .  45  +  16 .  25  .  34  +  13 .  24 .  56  -  12 .  34 .  56, 

12 .  36 .  45  +  16 .  25 .  34  +  14. 23 .  56  -  12  .  34 .  56. 

The  first  of  these  is  35.46.15.26.13.24,  viz.  it  is  13.15.35.24.26.46  which  is  a 
square  R^  (of  the  form  mentioned  above);  the  second  is  35.46.15,26.14.23,  which 
is  15.23.46  +  14.26.35,  a  sum  of  squares  R^;  and  similarly  each  of  the  other 
combinations  is  either  a  square  B^  or  a  sum  of  squares  Bj.  We  have  thus  got  rid 
of  the  negative  term  — 12 .  34 .  56,  and  in  like  manner  if  the  negative  term  had  been 
-  m .  12  .  34 .  56,  =  -  12 .  34 .  56  -  12 .  34  .  56  -  &c., 
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or,  whatever  the  negative  terms  may  be,  we  get  rid  one  by  one  of  each  negative 
term ;  and  thus  ultimately  express  Jtg  as  a  sum  of  squares  R^  and  R^.  Or,  what 
is  the  same  thing,  the  invariant  Rg  originally  expressed  as  a  rational  function  of 
invariants  R,,  is  finally  expressed  as  a  rational  and  integral  function  of  invariants 
Ri  and  Rt. 

Similarly  for  &  root-quantic  of  any  even  order  )i,  we  have  the  general  square 
Rg  expressed,  first  as  a  difference  of  squares  R„  and  then  as  a  sum  of  squares 
Rj,  R^,  or  it  may  be  higher  squares  R^,  &c.,  but  certainly  iis  a  sum  of  a  finite 
number  of  squares  iJ*.  For  a  root-quantie  of  any  odd  order  n,  the  investigation 
would  be  of  a  somewhat  different  form,  since  here  there  are  no  squares  Ri,  but  the 
lowest  squares  are  squares  R^  of  a  form  such  as  12.23.34.46.15;  but  the  general 
conclusion  would  still  follow  that  every  square  Re  is  a  sum  of  a  finite  number  of 
squares  R^.  And  a  like  reasoning  would  apply  to  covariants  instead  of  invariants: 
viz.  the  reasoning  (although  for  simplicity  it  has  been  given  for  a  very  particular 
and  special  case)  does,  I  think,  really  establish  the  theorem  (A)  in  its  generality, 
viz.  the  theorem  that  for  a  root-quantic  of  any  given  finite  order,  the  number  of 
irreducible  monomial  covariants  is  finite. 

From  any  monomial  covariant  of  the  root-quantic,  by  taking  the  sum  of  the 
forms  belonging  to  the  different  roots,  so  as  to  obtain  a  symmetrical  function  of  the 
roots,  that  is,  a  rational  and  integral  function  of  the  coefficients,  we  obtain  a  covariant 
of  the  quartic  in  its  ordinary  form  (a,  ...'^x,  y)".  Consider  for  a  moment  the  before- 
mentioned  case  of  the  invariants  of  the  root-quartic 

(a:  -  ay)  {x  -  ^y)  (x  -  yy)  {x  -  Sy), 
now  put 

and  to  make  the  reasoning  clearer,  take  a,  b,  c,  f,  g,  h  =  (a  —  S)  (/3  —  y),  (^  -  S){y  —  a), 
(y_g)(a-y3),  (a-S)(7-;S),  (^-h')(a-y),  (y~B)(0-a)  respectively,  these  being, 
with  the  signs  ±,  the  be  fore -mentioned  three  monomial  invariants.  In  the  root-theory, 
every  monomial  invariant  is  a  rational  and  integral  function  of  a,  b,  c,  f,  g,  h.  Every 
invariant  of  (a,  ...'^x,  y'f,  qua  rational  and  integral  function  of  the  coefficients,  is, 
when  expressed  in  terms  of  the  roots,  a  rational  and  integral  function  of  the  roots, 
and  then  qua,  invariant  is  a  sum  of  monomial  invariants,  and  as  such  a  rational  and 
integral  function  of  a,  b,  c,  f,  g,  h.  But  every  such  rational  and  integral  function 
of  a,  b,  e,  f,  g,  h  is  not  a  symmetrical  function  of  a,  0,  y,  B,  and  consequently  not 
in  the  present  theory  an  invariant  of  {a,  ...Ja;,  y)*;  the  invariants  are  those  rational 
and  integral  functions  of  a,  b,  c,  f,  g,  h  which  are  symmetrical  functions  of  {a,  /3,  7,  S), 
that  is,  which  remain  unaltered  by  every  substitution  whatever  upon  the  roots 
(a,  ^,  y,  S).  Now  each  such  substitution  gives  a  substitution  upon  a,  b,  c,  f,  g,  h, 
and  the  24  substitutions  upon  a,  0,  7,  S  give  a  group  of  6,  =^.2i  substitutions 
upon  (a,  b,  c,  f,  g,  h) ;  the  invariants  are  thus  the  rational  and  integral  functions  of 
(a,  b,  c,  f,  g,  h)  which  are  unaltered  by  each  of  the  substitutions  of  a  certain  gi'oup 
(?{a,  b,  c,  d,  e,  f)   of  6   substitutions.      Theorem   (if)   asserts  that,  among   the   terms   in 
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question,  that  is,  among  such  rational  and  integral  functions  of  (a,  b,  c,  f,  g,  h),  we 
have  a  finite  number  of  terms  P,  such  that  every  one  of  the  terms  is  a  rational 
and  integral  function  of  the  terms  P ;  and  recollecting  that  a  +  b  +  c  =  0,  these  terms 
P  are  in  fact  two  terms  bc  +  ca  +  ab  and  (b  — c)(c  — a)(a  — b);  the  conclusion  being, 
that  the  invariants  of  the  quartic  {a,  h,  c,  d,  e^x,  yf  are  all  of  them  rational  and 
integral  functions  of  the  last -mentioned  two  functions,  that  is,  of 

7,  =ae-  ibd  +  3c=,  and  J,  =  ace  -a<P-  i'e  +  %cd  -  c\ 

As  regards  the  group  G  (a,  b,  e,  f,  g,  h)  of  6  substitutions  upon  a,  b,  c,  f,  g,  h, 
observe  that  the  24  substitutions  of  (a,  j8,  7,  8)  operating  upon  a,  b,  c,  f,  g,  h  give  6 
substitutions  taken  each  four  times ;  for  instance,  the  substitutions  1,  o.^ .  7S,  07 .  ^S, 
aB.^y  leave  each  of  them  a,  b,  c,  f,  g,  h  unaltered,  that  is,  they  each  give  the 
substitution  1.     And  we  thus  find  for  the  group  G(a,  b,  c,  f,  g,  h)  the  6  substitutions 


abc .  fgh, 
acb .  fhg, 
af  .  bh .  eg, 
ah .  bg .  cf, 
ag .  bf  .  eh. 

For  the  functions  of  a,  b,  c,  f,  g,  h,  which  remain  unaltered  by  the  substitution  of 
this  group,  observe  that  we  have  f,  g,  h  =  —  a,  —  b,  —  c ;  so  that  any  function  of 
the  six  letters  may  be  represented  as  a  function  of  a,  b,  c.  An  odd  symmetrical 
function,  for  instance  abc,  does  not  remain  unaltered,  for  it  is  by  any  one  of  the  last 
three  substitutions  changed  into  fgh,  that  is,  into  —abc;  on  the  other  hand,  the 
two-valued  function  (b  — c)  (c  — a)(a— b)  does  remain  unaltered;  the  functions  which 
remain  unaltered  are  therefore  the  even  symmetrical  functions  of  a,  b,  c  (that  is,  the 
symmetric  functions  a^  4-  b^  -I-  C,  or  ab  -t-  ac  -|-  be,  &c.,  which  are  of  an  even  order  in 
a,  b,  c  conjointly),  and  the  same  even  functions  multiplied  by  (b  —  c)(c  — a)  (a  — b); 
and  having  regard  to  the  relation  a  +  b  +  c  =  0,  all  these  can  be  expressed  as  already 
mentioned  as  rational  and  integral  functions  of  be  -|-  ca  -I-  ah  and  (b  —  c)  (c  —  a)  (a  —  b). 

The   proof  applies   to   the  general   case  of  the  theorem  (C),  viz.  taking  the  theorem 
(A)  to  be  proved,  and  putting  the  root-quantic 

(a!~ay)(x-0y)...  =  -(a,  ...\x,yy\ 

then  we  have  a,  b,  c,  d,  ...  a  system  of  monomial  covariants  of  the  root-quantic; 
and  all  the  covariants  of  (a,  ...\x,  y)  are  rational  and  integral  functions  of  (a,  b,  c,  d,  ,,,) 
which  remain  unaltered  by  the  substitutions  of  a  certain  group  G'(a,  b,  c,  d,  ,..);  hence, 
assuming  the  theorem  (5),  they  are  rational  and  iutegi'al  functions  of  a  finite  number 
of  irreducible  covariants.  And  the  demonstration  thus  depends  upon  that  of  the 
theorem   (B). 
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ON    SCHUBERTS   METHOD    FOR   THE   CONTACTS   OF    A   LINE 
WITH  A   SURFACE. 

[From    the    Quarterly   Journal    of   Pure    and    Applied    Mathematics,    vol.    xvii.    (1881), 
pp.  244—258.] 

I  WISH  to  reproduce  in  part  §  33,  "  Coincidenz  von  Schnittpunkten  einer  Geraden 
mit  einer  Flache  "  of  Schubert's  very  interesting  work  Galcul  der  absdklende  Geometrie, 
Leipzig,  1879,  explaining  in  the  iirst  instance  (but  not  altogether  in  the  manner  or  from 
the   point   of  view   of  the   author)   the  general   principles   of  the   theory. 

We  have  to  do  with  conditions  relating  to  a  subject;  the  subject  is  a  geometrical 
form  or  entity  of  any  kind  depending  upon  a  certain  number  of  constants;  and  the 
condition  is  onefold,  twofold,  &c.,  according  as  it  imposes  a  onefold,  twofold,  &c., 
relation  upon  these  constants.  The  number  of  constants  is  the  Postulandum  of  the 
subject,  and  the  manifoldness  of  the  condition  is  called  also  its  Postulation.  A  condition 
is  incomplete  when  its  postulation  is  less  than  postulandum  of  subject,  complete  when 
its  postulation  is  equal  to  postulandum  of  subject;  two  or  more  incomplete  conditions, 
making  up  a  complete  condition,  are  supplementary  to  each  other.  The  case  where 
the  postulation  exceeds  the  postulandum,  or  say  that  of  a  more  than  complete 
condition,  is  not  in  general  considered ;  it  may  however  sometimes  present  itself. 
For  instance,  the  subject  may  be  a  line  with  n  points  upon  it ;  the  number  of 
constants  is  here  —n  +  i.  A  condition  that  the  line  shall  meet  a  given  line,  or  that 
a  certain  one  of  the  n  points  shall  lie  on  a  given  plane,  is  a  onefold  condition ; 
the  condition  that  such  point  shall  lie  upon  a  given  line  is  a  twofold  condition ;  and 
so  in  other  cases. 

Conditions   are   denoted   by   letters,   and   simultaneous   conditions   by  a   product ;   for 

instance,   the   subject   is   a  Kne   carrying   the  n  points   1,   2,    ,..,   n;  g  is  the  condition 

that  the   line   meets   a  given   lino ;  p^   the   condition   that   the   point   1   lies  on  a  given 

plane ;    then  gpi   is   the   twofold   condition  that   the    line   meets   a   given   line   and   that 

C.  XI.  36 
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the  point  1  lies  on  a  given  plane;  pi'  is  the  twofold  condition  that  the  point  1 
lies  on  ea«h  of  two  given  planes  (in  fact,  on  their  line  of  intersection).  The  letters 
p,  g,   e  are   used   as   the   initials   of  Punkt,   Gerade,   Ebene, 

The  letter  or  combination  of  letters  denoting  an  incomplete  condition,  or,  say, 
the  incomplete  condition  itself,  has  no  numerical  value ;  but  for  a  complete  condition 
there  exists  a  definite  number  of  subjects  satisfying  the  condition,  and  the  condition 
is  regarded  as  having  this  number  as  its  value.  A  more  than  complete  condition 
has  the  value  0. 

Conditions  of  the  same  postulation  may  he  couneeted   by  the  sign   ^- ;    for  instance, 
subject  a  line, 

ge  the  condition  that  it  lies  in  a  given  plane, 
gp  the  condition  that  it  passes  through  a  given  point, 

then  ffe+gp  is  the  condition  that  the  line  shall  either  lie  in  the  given  plane  or 
else  pass  through  the  given  point. 

I  abstain  from  attempting  any  definition  in  regard  to  the  sign  — . 

Conditions  of  the  same  postulation  may  be  connected  by  an  equation  or  equations; 
for  instance, 

subject  a  point, 

p    the  condition  that  the  point  shall  lie  in  a  given  plane, 
p^  the  condition  that  the  point  shall  lie  in  a  given  line, 
then  p^=pg. 

This  equation  has  (so  far)  no  numerical  signification;  it  has  the  logical  significa- 
tion that  the  condition  that  a  point  shall  lie  on  each  of  two  given  planes  is  equivalent 
to  the  condition  that  the  point  shall  lie  on  a  given  line. 

Second  ea:ample.     Subject  a  line, 
g    the  condition  that  the  line  meets  a  given  line, 
gi  the  condition  that  it  lies  in  a  given  plane, 
gp  the  condition  that  it  passes  through  a  given  point, 
then  g-'^ffe  +  gp- 

This  equation  has  (so  far)  no  numerical  signification,  and  I  regard  it  as  having 
no  logical  signification,  Schubert,  however,  gives  it  a  logical  signification  by  means  of 
his  "  Princip  der  speciellen  Lage "  (Principle  of  Special  Situation),  viz.  the  condition 
of  the  line  meeting  each  of  two  given  lines  is,  in  the  particular  case  whore  the 
two  given  lines  meet,  equivalent  to  the  condition,  that  the  line  shall  either  lie  in 
the   plane   of  the   two   given   lines   or   else   pass   through   their   point   of  intersection. 
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Third  example.     Subject  a  line  bearing  upon  it  the  points  1  and  2, 
e  the  condition  of  the  coincidence  of  the  two  points, 
p  „  that  the  point  1  shall  lie  on  a  given  plane, 

q  „  „  2 

g  „  that  the  line  shall  meet  a  given  line, 

then  e  =  p  +  q—g. 

This  equation  has  (so  far)  no  numerical  signification,  and  it  does  not  appear  to 
have  any  logical  signification.  In  fact,  in  the  actual  form  of  the  equation  we  have 
a  sign  —  which  has  not  had  given  to  it  any  logical  interpretation ;  and  if  we  write 
the  equation  in  the  form  e-\- g  =p  +  q,  there  seems  to  be  no  logical  signification  in 
the  assertion,  the  condition  that  either  the  points  shall  coincide,  or  else  the  line 
meet  a  given  line,  is  equivalent  to  the  condition  that  either  the  first  point,  or  else 
the  second  point,  shall  lie  in  a  given  plane. 

Any  equation  connecting  complete  conditions  is  a  numerical  equation ;  and  to 
render  a  condition  complete,  we  have  only  to  join  to  it  a  supplementary  condition  X 
of  the  proper  postulation.  Thus,  in  the  last  example  the  postulandum  is  =  6 ;  e,  p, 
q,  g  are  onefold  conditions,  and  joining  to  each  of  them  one  and  the  same  fivefold 
condition  X,  we  have  Xe  =  Xp  +  Xq  —  Xg.  And,  taking  X  to  be  an  arbitrary  fivefold 
condition,  the  original  equation  e=p->rq  —  g  has  in  fact  the  meaning 
Xe  =  Xp  +  Xq-Xg. 

For  instance,  the  fivefold  condition  X  may  be  that  the  line  shall  belong  to  a 
given  regulus  (scroll  or  developable  surface),  and  that  the  points  1,  2  upon  the  line 
shall  be  the  intersections  of  the  line  with  given  surfaces  S^,  S^  respectively.  The  subject 
is  the  line  of  the  given  regulus  with  its  two  points ;  and  the  meaning  of  the  equation 
is  that  the  nuniber  of  subjects  with  two  coincident  points  is  equal  to  the  number 
of  subjects  with  the  point  1  on  a  given  plane,  plus  the  number  of  subjects  with  the 
point  2  on  a  given  plane,  minus  the  number  of  subjects  for  which  the  line  meets 
a  given  line.  Although  for  the  moment  concerned  only  with  the  meaning  of  the 
theorem,  not  with  its  truth,  I  stop  to  show  d  posteriori  that  the  theorem  is  in  fact 
true:  take  k  for  the  order  of  the  regulus;  m,,  wij  for  the  orders  of  the  surfaces 
Si,  ySj  respectively;  then  it  is  to  be  shown  that  Xe,  Xp,  Xq,  Xg  are  each  =km,in2 
(values  which  satisfy  the  equation).  First  Xe:  the  points  1  and  2  here  coincide  at 
a  point  of  the  curve  of  the  order  miTii,,  which  is  the  intersection  of  Si  and  S^; 
the  regulus  meets  this  curve  in  kTnjpi,  points,  and  through  each  of  these  we  have  a 
line  of  the  regulus  having  upon  it  the  two  coincident  points;  that  is,  Xe  =  AmiWi3. 
Next  Xp:  the  point  1  is  here  on  the  plane  curve  of  the  order  m„  which  is  the 
intersection  of  S^  with  the  corresponding  given  plane ;  the  regulus  meets  this  plane 
curve  in  /(m\  points;  through  each  of  these  we  have  a  line  of  the  regulus  intersecting 
jSj  in  wia  points,  any  one  of  which  may  be  taken  for  the  point  2 ;  that  is,  the 
number  of  subjects  is  Xp,  =i7iij.wjj.  Then  Xq:  in  precisely  the  same  manner  we 
have   Xq  =  knij..mi.     Lastly   Xg :    the    given    line    meets    the   regulus   in    k    points,   and 
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through   each   of    these   there   is   a   line   of  the   regulus   meeting   Si   in   m^   points,   any 

one   of  which   may   be   taken   for   the   point  1,   and   meeting  S^  in   m,  points,   any  one 

of    which   may   be   taken   for  the   point   2;  the    number    of    the    subjects    Xg    is    thus 
Xg,  =k.mi.m^. 

The  general  theorem  Xe  =  Xp  +  Xq-  Xg  is  proved  by  means  of  Chasles'  theorem 
of  united  points  as  follows:  the  subject  is  a  line,  or  say,  for  convenience,  an  a^is  f, 
bearing  upon  it  the  two  points  1  and  2;  we  consider  in  conjunction  therefore  a  given 
line  X,  and  through  this  draw  the  planes  Pi,  Pj  passing  through  the  points  1  and 
2  respectively. 

Suppose  that  when  2  lies  in  a  given  plane  there  are  a'  positions  of  the  axis, 
and  on  each  of  these  0'  positions  of  the  point  1 ;  and,  similarly,  that  when  1  lies 
on  a  given  plane  there  are  a  positions  of  the  axis,  and  on  each  of  these  ^  positions 
of  the  point  2;  then,  1  lying  in  a  given  plane,  the  number  of  subjects  is  a0,  or 
we  have  Xp  =  a0 ;  and,  similarly,  Xq  =  a'^'.  Take  now  for  the  point  P,  an  arbitrary 
plane  through  X ;  then,  1  lying  on  this  plane,  the  number  of  the  points  2  is  =  a^, 
or,  since  each  of  these  determines  with  X  a  position  of  the  plane  P^,  the  number 
of  these  planes  is  =  oyS,  that  is,  it  is  =  Xp ;  and,  similarly,  taking  P^  an  arbitrary 
plane  through  X,  the  number  of  the  planes  P,  is  ct'0',  that  is,  it  is  =  Xq ;  viz.  the 
two  planes  P,,  Pa  through  the  line  X  have  an  {Xp,  Xq)  correspondence;  hence,  by 
Chasles'   theorem,   the   number  of  united   planes   is   =  Xp  +  Xq. 

But  we  have  a  united  plane,  1°,  if  the  points  1  and  2  coincide,  that  is,  if  the 
condition  Xe  be  satisfied,  and  the  number  of  these  united  planes  is  Xe;  2",  if  the 
axis  f  meet  the  arbitrary  line  X,  that  is,  if  the  condition  Xg  be  satisfied,  and  the 
number  of  these  united  planes  is  =  Xg ;  hence  the  whole  number  is  =  Xe  +  Xg ;  or 
we  have  Xp  +  Xq  =  Xe  +  Xg,  that  is,  Xe  =  Xp  +  Xq  -  Xg,  which  is  the  theorem  in 
<jue3tion- 

The  conclusion  is  that  the  equation  e  =p  +q  —g,  which  in  this,  its  original  form, 
has  neither  a  numerical  nor  a  logical  signification,  is  to  be  understood  as  meaning  the 
numerical  equation  Xe  =  Xp+Xq  —  Xg,  the  truth  of  which  numerical  equation  has  just 
been  proved.  Or  we  may,  without  explicit  introduction  of  the  condition  X,  understand 
the  equation  e=p  +  q--g  as  a  numerical  equation  as  follows,  viz.  taking  for  the  subject 
a  line  with  two  points,  which  line  and  points  are  regarded  as  satisfying  a  given  fivefold 
conditicm,  then 

e  is  the  (additional  onefold)  condition  that  the  two  points  shall  coincide, 
p  „  „  „  that  the  point  1  shall  lie  in  given  plane, 

q  „  „  „  that  the  point  2  shall  lie  in  given  plane, 

g  „  „  „  that  line  shall  meet  given  line. 

The  conditions  e,  p,  q,  g  are  thus  in  effect  complete  conditions,  having  values  which  may 
be  connected  by  an  equation ;    there,  in  fact,  exists  between  them  the  relation 
e=p  +  q-g. 
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The  like  remarks  would  apply  to  the  before-mentioned  equation  (subject  a  point) 
P^—Pa-  sitlier  adding  to  it  a  onefold  condition  X,  and  so  taking  it  in  the  form 
Xp'  =  Xpg,  or  understanding  it  in  its  original  form  ^=Pg  as  belonging  to  a  point  which 
satisfies  already  a  onefold  condition,  the  equation  is  true  as  a  numerical  equation ;  and 
this  in  feet  follows  at  once  from  its  truth  as  a  logical  equation.  But  observe  the 
difference:  the  equation  in  question  p^  =  Pg  has,  the  equation  f=p  +  q  —  g  has  not,  a 
logical  signification. 

I  regard  as  the  fundamental  notion  of  the  theory  the  existence  of  equations  between 
conditions  such  as  the  foregoing  equation  e=p-\-q  —  g;  equations  which  in  their  original 
form  have  not  (of  necessity)  any  logical  signification,  and  have  not  any  numerical  signi- 
fication; but  which,  when  we  adjoin  to  them  a  supplementary  condition  X  of  the  proper 
postulation,  become  numerical  equations,  which  are  true,  independently  of  the  form  of 
the  supplementary  condition  X  and  whatever  this  condition  may  be.  And  this  being 
so,  it  seems  to  follow  at  once  that  such  equations  may  be  treated  and  worked  with  as 
ordinary  algebraical  equations.  For  instance,  let  M  be  any  condition  of  less  postulation 
than  X:  then  if  from  the  equation  e=p-k-q  —  g,  assumed  to  be  true,  we  deduce 
Me  —  Mp  +  Mq  —  Mg,  this  (like  the  original  equation  e=p  +q—g)  is  in  its  actual  form  an 
equation  without  logical  or  numerical  signification ;  but  if  we  adjoin  to  it  a  supplementary 
condition  K,  such  that  postulation  of  K+do.  of  M=do.  of  X  (or,  what  is  the  same 
thing,  that  the  condition  KM  shall  be  supplementary  to  the  several  conditions  contained 
in  the  original  equation  e  =  p  +  q—g),  then  the  equation  in  question,  Me  =  Mp  +  Mq  —  Mg, 
is  to  be  interpreted  as  meaning 

KMe  =  KMp  +  KMq  -  KMg. 
that  is, 

Xe  —  Xp  +  Xq  —  Xg, 

which  is  numerically  true.  We  thus  see  that  the  original  equation  e  =p  +  q-g  implies 
the  new  equation 

Me='Mp  +  Mq-  Mg, 

which  is  its  algebraical  consequence.  And  if  we  regard,  for  instance,  A-^B  as  the 
condition  that  either  the  condition  A  shall  be  satisfied  or  else  the  condition  B  shall 
be  satisfied,  then  A  +  B  is  a  condition,  and  as  such  we  have 

{A-\-B)e^(A+B)p-\-{A+B)q-{A+B)e. 

It  is  going  a  step  further  to  say  that  if  we  have,  for  instance,  an  equation 
M-A+B-C  between   conditions   M,   A,  B,   0,   then   that,   instead   of 

Me  =  Mp  +  Mq-  Me, 
we  may  write 

{A+B-C)e  =  (A+B-C)p  +  (A+B-C)q-(A+B-C)€; 

this  is,  in  fact,  treating  A  -i-B  —  G  as  being  to  all  intents  and  purposes  a  condition  such 
as  M,  or  an  alternative  condition  A  +  B.  It  is,  in  fact,  assumed  that  the  step  is  per- 
missible ;   and  we  thus  make  such  deductions  as 

(e+p  +  q-g)(e-p-q+g)  =  0; 
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that  is, 

or 

^^  =  (p  +  q-gy,  =  p=  +  2pq  +  q'-  %pg  -2qg+g'; 

viz,  this  is  an   equation  such  as  the  original  equation  e=p  +  q  —  g,  acquiring  a  numerical 
signification  when  we  adjoin  to  it  a  supplementary  condition  X  of  the  proper  postulation. 

The  section  above  referred  to  deals  with  the  question  to  determine  the  number  of 
lines  which  satisfy  the  several  relations  of  contact  in  regard  to  a  given  surface  F  of  the 
order  n,  without  point-singularities,  that  is,  the  surface  represented  by  the  general 
equation   (#5^^,  y,  z,  M')"=0. 

The  chief  results  are  contained  in  the  following  table,  the  notation  of  which  will  be 
explained  i 


e* 

-      »(«-!), 

e,h.g. 

-      «, 

«* 

=    3»(,.-2), 

«.* 

=     «(n-l)(,.-2), 

>-M 

-    2«, 

ess^e 

=   i«(«-2)(,-3)(,,+  8), 

c,.J, 

=   i«(«-I)(»-2)(»-3), 

«=i," 

-      »(ii-3)(«  +  2), 

es,i,c, 

=      «(ii'-2i.'+2»-6), 

«.? 

=    2»(.i-3)(3n-2), 

>1>. 

=      1,(111.-24), 

VJ 

_      i,(„-3)(ii-l)(i,-  +  Cn-«), 

%*, 

-     »(ii-l)(3ii'  +  5»-2*). 

««t. 

=      ii(n-2)(ii-4)(ii"  +  2n  +  12), 

e'i^3 

=   J).  (11  -  3)  (11  - 1)  (»  -  5)  (..'  +  3«  -  2), 

6j«6j 

-    ii.(«-2)(»-4>(i,-5)(«>  +  5i.+  12), 
=    5»(»-l)(Ji.-12), 

e« 

-    2i.(ii-l)(»-5)(ti  +  6)(3«-5), 

ess 

-   i«  (ii  -  4)  (1.  -  6)  (»■  +  3«'  +  29»  -  60), 

6.== 

=   in(i.-4)(i.-5)(«-6)(»'+9»'  +  20ii 

-60), 

e^ 

=  J,»(»-"l)(»-»)(»-6)("-7)(»"  +  6ii' 

+  7>i-30), 

e^^b. 

=    iii(» -  4)  (11  -  6)  (» -  6)  («■  +  3ii'  -  2«  - 

12), 

e.tf 

=         (..-3)(»-  +  2), 

eAcd 

,-      «'(«-4)(2ii'-3ii-3). 

Hosted  by 


Google 


762]  CONTACTS   OF  A   LINE   WITH    A  SURFACE.  287 

In  the  foregoing  formulas  the  suffixes  of  the  e  refer  to  the  contacts,  viz.  63  denotes  a 
2-pointic  intersection,  %  a  3-pointic  and  a  2-pointic  intersection.  The  letters  b,  e,  d  refer 
to  the  points  of  contact  or  intersection,  thus  €3263,  63  is  the  point  of  3-pointic  intersection; 
(wt\<  b,  is  one  of  the  points  of  simple  intersection;  6,  is  also  the  condition  that  the  point 
in  question  lies  on  a  given  plane;  g,  ffg,  ffe>  ffp  have  their  ordinary  signification  explained 
a  little  further  on.  Thus  (15)  e^g  denotes  the  number  of  triple  tangents  w^hich  can  be 
drawn  to  meet  a  given  line ;  or,  what  is  the  same  thing,  it  is  the  order  of  the  reguius 
formed  by  the  triple  tangents. 

The  following  are  elementary  formulfe  used  in  the  investigation  of  the  foregoing 
results. 

Subject  a  line  having  upon  it  a  point, 

Postnl. 
p  the  condition  that  point  is  in  a  given  plane  1 

pg  „  ,.  line  2 

g  „  line  meets  a  given  line  1 

ge  „  u     is  in  a  given  plane  2 


?/. 


G 


passes  through  a  given  point 

lies  in  a  given  plane  and  passes  through  £ 

given  point  of  that  plane 
coincides  with  a  given  line 


We  have  (p.  22  et  seq.) 


p,  -p" 

2 

(logical) 

P,    =f  +  9. 

2 

9'   -g.+9. 

2 

9i     -99. 

3 

{logical) 

9'     =99p 

8 

(logical) 

P9p  -r'^g. 

3 

(demons. 

infrd.) 

J,'    .0 

4 

»,  =  0 

4 

g.'  =G 

4 

&•  -e 

4 

fg  -ifg, 

4 

(dmom. 

infra) 

r9i  =p'9. 

4 

pg,  =p'g,  +  s 

4 

p-g.-f> 

0 

fg,  =pa 

■5 

fg,  -pG 
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pffp^p"  +  gai   we  have  0  =  ge+p^  —pg,  O^ge  +  ffp  —  g^,  and  thence 
0=     ip  +  9)y^+Pip-9)}-p[9e  +  9p-9"] 

=    Pde  +  ggc  +  p^-pf 

-Pffe  -P9p  ^Pf 

=     9$e-p9i,  +  f 

=     9^-pgp+p'- 

p^g=p''ge-    from  pg=p^  +  g^,  we  ha,ve  p^g=p'  +  p'ge  =  p'ge,  Ance  p*  —  0, 

P9i=P%  +  G,.    9s=gge  „       P9^=pgge={p''  +  ge)9,=fge  +  Q, 

P9s=p'gp         „     9.  =  99p  '•         P9^  =  P99p  =  (P'  +  9e)gp=p'gp,  since  geff^  =  0; 

and  in  a  similar  manner  we  prove  the  last  three  equations. 

For  the  demonstration  of  the  formulje  of  the  table  we  take  the  subject  to  be  a  line 
bearing  upon  it  the  points  1,  2,  ...,n,  which  are  its  intersections  with  a  given  surface  of 
the  order  n.  The  symbols  pi,  p^,  ■■■  refer  to  these  points  respectively;  thus,  pi  is  the 
condition  that  the  point  1  may  lie  on  a  given  plane ;   and  then,  writing 

e  =Pi+P^-9, 
e  =pi+p,-g, 
e"=Ps+p*-9' 

it  appears  that  e  will  denote  the  condition  of  the  coincidence  of  the  points  1  and  2 ;  e' 
that  of  the  points  1  and  3,  &c.  Hence  also,  ee'  will  denote  the  twofold  condition  of  the 
coincidence  of  the  points  1,  2,  3;  and  so  in  other  cases.  But,  according  to  the  notation 
above  explained,   e  is  also  denoted  by  e^,  ee'  by  es,  ee"  by  eaa,  &c. 


We  thus  have 


e.     =   p,+P2-g, 

e,     =iPi+P2-9)(pi+P'-9)' 

2%    =(pi+p,-ff){p,  +  p4-9)' 
^4     =(pi+P-^-9)(P^  +  P^-9){Pi+P^-9)' 
%    ={pi+P^-9)(Pi  +  P>-9)(P^+P>-9}' 

6e^,  =ipi+p=~9)(ps  +  p,-9)ip,  +  p»-g), 
e-.    ={pi+P2-9)(pi  +  p,-9)(pi  +  P^-9)(Pj  +  P'>-9l 
64-    =(pi+p^-9)(P>+P^-9)(P>+P'-9){p^  +  Pe-9)' 

2e33   =(p,+p^-9)(Pi+Pi~9)(P^+P^-9)iPi+P^-9)' 

2e3£-  =(p>+P^-9)(Pi+Pi~  9)  (pi  +p6-9)(P^+P7~  9)' 
24e^,  =  (Pi  +  P^.-g)  {Pi +Pa-9)  (i's  +P^~9)  iP^  +P^-  9)- 
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We   can    now,  by  a   mere   analytical   process   of  development   and  reduction,  expret 
each  of  the  foregoing  values  as  a  linear  function  of 


Pi^P^,  pi'PiPa,  PiPiPiPi.  and  G. 
(Schubert  says,  as  a  linear  function  of  these  four  symbols  and  p,pi^e ',   but  in  fact  PiPi9e 
is  ^Pi^Pi^) 

Observe,  first,  that  we  niay,  p.  287,  in  all  the  general  equations  instead  of  p  write 
Pi,  ps,  &c. ;  and,  further,  that  any  symbol  containing  for  instance  p,^  is  =0.  For  the 
symbols  now  belong  to  the  intersections  of  the  line  with  a  given  surface ;  p^  is  the 
condition  that  a  certain  one  of  these  intersections  shall  lie  in  three  given  planes,  that  is, 
that  it  shall  coincide  with  a  given  arbitrary  point;  this  cannot  be  the  case,  for  the 
arbitrary  point  is  not  on  the  surface  F;   and  therefore  p^  =  0. 

We  thus  have  Pig=Pi+ge,  thence  pi'ff=Pi'+Pi!Je,  that  is,  P\g=P\ye\  Eind  thence 
further  Pi'g=p,'ge>  ^^hat  is,  pi'g^  =  0. 

Again,  from  Pig=p2^  +  ffe,  Piff  =pi^  +  ffc,  we  have 

pi'  (P="  +  ffe)  =p>p^  (p,'  +ff.), 
which,  in  virtue  oi'  px^g^=0  a.nd  p,'p2  =  0,  becomes 
Pi^P^^^Pip^ffe- 
As  a  simple  instance  of  the  reductions,  take 

€ig,.  =(pi+P',-g)g,- 

Here 

Pi9s<  =Pi<!s,  —Pi9e  +  G,  =G,  since  p^gg^d; 
and 

gg^ = g'O/^  =  {g^^ + g^)  g^ = g? + g^gv  =  f?-  «ince  gi  =  o,  g,g^  =  g  ; 

whence  the  value  is 

e.,g,^G-vG-G,  =G. 

As  a  more  complicated  example,  take 

ee ,  =  {pi  +p^  -  9)  (pi  +ps  -  9)  (Pi  +P^-g)  {P>  +P^~  9)- 

Observe  that,  after  the  multiplication  is  effected  we  may,  in  any  way  we  please, 
interchange  the  suiBxes,  pi''PiP,=pi'p!,Pa,  p^pi=p^ps,  &c,;  the  suffixes  serve  only  to 
distinguish  from  each  other  symbols  in  the  same  product  (thus  p*  is  different  from 
Pilhpspi)>  ^^^  there  is  nothing  to  distinguish  one  point  of  intersection  from  another. 
Thus  the  foregoing  expression  containing  the  terms  (Pi+ps+P4+ps){pi—gy,  these  may 
be  combined  into  the  single  term  4pg(pi  — ^)';  expanding  in  powers  of  pi—g  and 
reducing  in  this  manner,  the  value  of  e^  is,  in  fact,  found  to  be 

=  (pi  -  gy  +  *P2  (pi  -  gf  +  ^p^Pi  (pi  -  9f  +  ^p^p^p*  ip>  ~g)+  p.p^psp^- 

Developing  this  in.  powers  of  g,  omitting  the  terms  containing  p^'  which  vanish,  and 
further  reducing,  the  value  is 

^Pi^PsPi  +  ^pip-iPsPt  +  g(--  i2pi^j'2  -  iGpipsp,^)  +f  {Qpi'  +  iSpipO  -  ^p\g^  +  g*- 
C.  XI.  37 
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We  have 


g*  =  2G,  p^g^  =  pig,=:pi^g^  +  G,  =  G. 
Next  for  the  terms  in  g^,  froin  Pig=pi^+ffe  we  have 

Pi"  3=^  Pi9e, 

PtPr^g^p^'p,  +p,g., 
and  thence 

Pi'f=  p>9.; 

p^p^g''=p,^p^g  +  p,g„ 
or,  since  p,gs  =  (?   as   before,  the  whole   term   is  =  lBp,^psg  +  2iG.     The  terms  in   g   thus 
become  =g{6pi^pi~lQpiP3p3),  and  from  the  same  equation  Pig  =  Pi^  +  ge  we  find 

Pi^Pig=pipi  and  p,pipsg-p^p2p3-\-p,-pi- 
The  value  is  thus  finally  found  to  be 

=  ~\Opi^pi  —  XQpi^p^p,  +  bpiP«p-iPi  +  lOff. 
The  whole  series  of  like  results  is 

PiPi  PiP-iVs     PiPiPaPi  G 

1.  €, 


21.  24(^ 

22.  6<^  b, 


+     1 

+  1 

-     1 

3 

+     1 

-    2 

+    1 

+     1 

+    4 

+    1 

-    3 

+    2 

4-      1 

-    2 

+     1 

+      1 

-    2 

+    4 

-    2 

-    6 

+     1 

+    4 

_    3 

+    6 

-    2 

-    7 

-    1 

+    2 

+    4 

-    6 

-    3 

+    3 

+    4 

-    4 

+    8 

-    2 

„    7 

-    4 

+    4 

+    4 

-  10 

-10 

+    5 

+  10 

-  10 

-16 

+    8 

+  10 

-    9 

-  18 

+    9 

+  10 

-    9 

-24 

+  12 

+  10 

-    8 

-32 

+  16 

+  10 

-    6 

-12 

+    8 

+    4 

-    3 

+    3 

+    1 

-    1 

-    1 

+    2 
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But   in   these   formula  p^^p^\  Pi^PuPi,  PiPiPsPi,  G   have   numerical   values  which  are 
different   according  to    the    number    of   points   of   intersection    presenting    themselves   in 
the   several   formulae;    viz.   this   number   being   called   i,   we   have   for   the   forraulse   in 
e.     £s     e;j     e,     %     e^     €5     gj^     653     632;     e,^     €22,61     ej>^^     ej),<h4i 
1  =  28445       6566       7       8         7  4  5, 

and  the  values  of  the  symbols  are 

p,>^      =«Mn-2)(H-3)  ..,(n-i+l), 

Pi'p^p,    =n=(Ji-l)(tt-3)  ...(«-*"  +  l). 

PiPiPtPt  =  n^(^n''~6n  +  3)(k  -  i)...{n  -  i+l), 
G  =n{n-l)(n-2)  ...(n-i  +  l). 

Thus,  suppose  i  =  4,  the  subject  is  a  line  bearing  the  points  1,  2,  3,  4,  which  are 
intersections  of  the  line  with  the  surface  F;  we  have  then  Q  as  the  condition  in 
order  that  this  line  (or,  say,  the  line  of  the  subject)  may  coincide  with  a  given  line, 
which  given  line  intersects  the  surface  in  n  points;  any  four  of  these  {their  order 
being  attended  to)  may  be  regarded  as  being  the  points  1,  2,  3,  4 ;  or  there  are 
n{n  —  l){n-2){n-S)  subjects  satisfying  the  prescribed  condition  (that  the  line  of  the 
subject  may  coincide  with  the  given  line).  Hence  here  G  =  n{n~l)(n  —  2){n  —  S)] 
and   so  in  general   G  =  n(n-l)(n-2)... (n-i  +  l). 

Next,  for  ^'^3=.  Here  ^1^  is  the  condition  that  the  point  1  shall  lie  in  each 
of  two  given  planes,  that  is,  in  a  given  line,  say  i,;  and,  similarly,  p^^  is  the  condition 
that  2  may  lie  in  a  given  line  Z,.  We  take  any  one  of  the  n  intersections  of  i^ 
with  F  for  the  point  1,  and  any  one  of  the  n  intersections  of  i,  with  F  for  the 
point  2;  this  determines  the  line  of  the  subject,  but  the  i-2  points  3,  4,  ...,  i  are 
then  any  i-2  of  the  remaining  n-2  intersections  of  this  line  with  F;  that  is, 
px'p,''  =  n'(n-2){n~3)...{n-i-H)   as  above. 

Again,  for  p^'p^p^.  Here  p^^  is  the  condition  that  1  shall  lie  in  a  given  line  i,; 
we  therefore  take  for  1  any  one  of  the  n  intersections  of  L^  with  F;  p^  is  the  condition 
that  2  may  lie  in  a  given  plane  P^,  it  lies  therefore  in  the  curve  of  intersection 
of  Pj  with  F;  and,  similarly,  3  lies  in  the  curve  of  intersection  of  a  plane  P,  with 
F;  the  two  planes  intersect  in  a  line  meeting  F  in  n  points  a;  and  the  two  cones, 
vertex  1,  which  stand  upon  the  plane  curves  respectively,  intersect  in  the  n  lines 
joining  1  with  the  n  points  a,  and  in  n^-n  other  lines.  The  line  of  the  subject  is 
then  any  one  of  these  n^-n  lines,  or,  since  the  vertex  is  any  one  of  n  points,  the 
line  is  any  one  of  n(w^-w),  =n,=  (ji-l)  lines;  the  remaining  points  4,  5,  ...,  i  are 
any  i-3  of  the  remaining  »i-3  intersections  of  the  line  with  F\  hence  the  formula 
Pr'p,p,  =  n'{n-l)(n-2){n-^...{n-i+l). 

For  p^p^p.,p^.  We  have  here  1,  2,  3,  4  lying  in  given  plane  sections  of  the  surface 
F,  and  we  have  consequently  to  find  the  number  of  lines  which  can  be  drawn  to  meet 
each    of  these    four   sections.     Observing   that   any   two   of  the   sections   meet   in  the  n 
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intersections  with  F  of  the  line  of  intersection  of  their  planes,  the  order  of  the  scroll 
generated  by  the  lines  which  meet  three  of  the  sections  is  2n'  — Sji';  this  scroll  meets 
the  fourth  section  in  n  (2n'  —  3n'),  =  2)1*  -*  3?!.'  points ;  or  we  have  this  number  of  lines 
meeting  each  of  the  four  sections.  But  among  these  are  included  3n'(ji— 1)  lines 
which  have  to  be  rejected,  viz.  the  sections  1  and  4  meet  in  n  points,  each  of  which  is 
the  vertex  of  cones  through  the  sections  1  and  2  respectively;  these  cones  meet  in  n 
lines,  which  are  to  be  disregarded,  and  in  n'  —  n  other  lines,  and  we  have  thus  n{n^~n), 
=  n-(n  —  1)  lines ;  and  similarly  from  the  intersections  of  2  and  4,  and  from  the  inter- 
sections of  3  and  4,  k'(ji  — 1)  and  n=(ji  — 1)  lines,  in  all  Sn''{n  —  1)  lines.  Hence  the 
number  of  lines  meeting  the  four  sections  is 

taking  any  one  of  these  for  the  line  of  the  subject,  the  remaining  points  5,  6,  ...,  i  are 
any  *  —  4  of  the  remaining  w  —  4  intersections,  or  we  have  the  required  formula 
P1P1P3P4  =  n'  i2n'  -  6w  +  3)  (w  -  4)..  .(n  -  i  + 1). 

The  four  numbers  pipf,  pi'pjPs,  PiP^p^Pt,  G  for  any  line  of  the  table  being  now 
known,  we  can  at  once  calculate  the  required  values  e^gg,  &c.,  as  the  case  may  be ;  for 
instance, 

i=b,     ^,  =  ~10p,^p.}      =-10«^(ft-2)(M-3)(M-4) 

-  10iJ.^i>,p,  -  10m=  (m  - 1)  (ji,  -  3)  {n  -  4) 
+  ^PiPiPiP*  +  on"  (2n'  -  6ti  4-  3)  (n.  -  4) 
-I-IOG  +101*  (m-l)(re_2)()i-3)(M-4) 

=       5w  {n,-4)(7K-12). 
In  fact,  throwing  out  «(?[  — 4),  the  remaining  terms  give 

-  10«'  +  50n^  -    60ji 

-  10n=  +  40«= -    30« 
+  10k"-30ji=+    15w 

+  10?i^-60n= +  110*1 -60 


35«.-60,   =5(7ji-12). 

And  we  obtain  in  like  manner  the  other  formulae  of  the  tabic. 

The    remainder    of   §   33    contains    investigations    of    less    systematically    connected 
theorems,  and   I   quote   the   results   only. 

25.     If  on   the   surface   J'„  there  is  a  curve   order  r,  then  of  the  tangent   planes  of  i",, 
along  this  curve  there  pass  r{n-\)  through  an  arbitrary  point  of  space ;  aliter, 
class  of  torse  is  =r{n  —  l). 
In    particular,   for   curve   of   4-pointic   contact,   >■  =  k{11«,  — 24),    class    of    torse    is 

=  «(>.-l)(ll»-24). 
No.  of  tangent  planes  through  line,  or  class  of  surface,  =n{n—X)-. 
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26.     eAg  =  €M  +  e,ge  =  2n  +  3n  (n  -  2),  =  ra  (3«  -  4). 

eab^g,  =n(dn~4i),  is  the  order  of  curve  of  contact  of  the  3-pointio  (chief)  tangents 

which  meet  a  given  line. 
Parabolic  tangente  are  coincident  chief  tangents. 
Ko.  of  4-pointie  parabolic  tangents  =  2n {n -■- 2)  (llii  -  2i). 
21.     Order  of  pai^bolic  curve  =  4k  {n  -  2). 

Oidei'  of  regiilua  formed  by  parabolic  tangents 

=  2n(K-2)(3w-4). 
The  parabolic  curve  and  curve  of  contacts  of  an  e^  tangent  meet  in 
4)j(?i-2)(Hn-24) 
points,   i.e.,   they  tmioh   in   2n  (^ii  ~  2)  {lln  ~  2i)   points. 

28.  Umbilici.     No.   is  =2)i(5n^-lte  +  ll). 

29.  No.    of   points    at    which    the    chief    tangents    being    di.stinct    are    each    of    them 

4-pointie,  or,  what  is  the  same  thing,  No.  of  actual  double  points  of 
curve    ej, 

=  5n(1n^- -2871  + SO), 
n  =  3.    No.    is    15(63-84  +  30),    =135,    via.    this    is    the    number    of    points    of 
intersection  of  two  of  the  27   lines ;   or,  what   is   the  same   thing,   the  number 
of  triple   tangent   planes   is   =45. 

30.  No.   of  parabolic   tangents   which   have   besides   a   2-pointic   contact   is 

=  2n(n-  2)  (•«  -  4)  (3)i=  +  5k  -  24), 

31.  No.   of  double   tangent   planes   such   that   line   through   points  of  contact  is  at  one 

of  these   points  3-pointic 

=  -ft  (n  -  2)  (n  -  4)  {n=  +  3»=  +  13w  -  48). 
§2.     No.   of    points   where   one   chief   tangent   is   4-pointic,   the   other   3-pointic   and   (at 
another   point   of  the   surface)   2-pointic   is 

=  «,(«.-  4)(27k='  -  13n?  -  264«  +  396). 

33.  No,  of  points  where  chief  tangents  being  distinct  are  each  of  them  at  another  point 

of  the  sm'fece  2-pointic  is 

=  n{n-  4)  (4)1'  ~  4m' -  Q5n' +  99ii=  +  544w. - 840). 

34.  The    curve    of    coutacte   b^    of    an    e-^    tangent    has   with    the    parabolic   curve    2- 

pointic  intersections  only,  and  these  are  at  the  points  for  which  the  chief 
tangent   is   (at   anothez    point   of   the   surface)   2-pointic. 

35.  The   un\e   ot    contacts   6j   of    an    e^    tangent   has,   with   the    curve    of    contacts   of 

an  cj  tangent,  2  pointic  intei&ections  at  the  contacts  of  an  e^  tangent ;  and 
has  also  simple  inteisectioub  with  the  same  curve,  I"  at  the  contacts  64  of 
an   t,2  tangent,   2°   at   the   points   where   the   chief  tangents   are   €4  and   egj. 
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763. 

ON    THE    THEOREMS    OF    THE    2,    4,    8,    AND    16    SQUARES. 


[From  the  Quarterly  Journal  of  Pure  and  Applied  Mathematics,  vol,  xvii,  (1S81), 
pp.  258—276.] 

A  SUM  of  2  squares  multiplied  by  a  sum  of  2  squares  is  a  sum  of  2  squares ;  a 
sum  of  4  squares  multiplied  by  a  sum  of  4  squares  is  a  sum  of  4  squares ;  a  sum 
of  8  squares  multiplied  by  a  sum  of  8  squares  is  a  sum  of  8  squares;  but  a  sum 
of  16  squares  multiplied  by  a  sum  of  16  squares  is  not  a  sum  of  16  squares.  These 
theorems  were  considered  in  the  paper,  Young,  "  On  an  extension  of  a  theorem  of  Euler, 
with  a  determination  of  the  iimit  beyond  which  it  fails,"  Trans.  R.  I.  A.,  t.  xxi.  (1848), 
pp.  311—341 ;  and  the  later  history  of  the  question  is  given  in  the  paper  by  Mr  S. 
Roberts,  "  Ou  the  Impossibility  of  the  general  Extension  of  Euler's  Theorem  &c,"  Quart. 
Math.  Jour.  t.  xvi,  (1879),  pp.  159 — 170;  as  regards  the  16-question,  it  has  been 
throughout  assumed  that  there  is  only  one  type  of  synthematic  arrangement  (what  this 
means  will  appear  presently) ;  but  as  regards  this  type,  it  is,  I  think,  well  shown  that 
the  signs  cannot  be  determined.  It  will  appear  in  the  sequel,  that  there  are  in  fact 
four  types  (the  last  three  of  them  possibly  equivalent)  of  synthematic  arrangement ;  and 
for  a  complete  proof,  it  is  necessary  to  show  in  regard  to  each  of  these  types  that  the 
signs  cannot  be  determined.  The  existence  of  the  four  types  has  not  (so  far  as  I  am 
aware)  been  hitherto  noticed ;  and  it  hence  foilowS;  that  no  complete  proof  of  the 
non-existence   of  the   16-square   theorem   has   hitherto   been   given. 

For  the  2  squares  the  theorem  is  of  course 

(a;,=  +  a^a")  {y^  +  yS  =  i^i  +  'e^^T  +  (a^.J/a  -  '^^if- 

For  the  4  squares  (for  which  the  nature  of  the  theorem  is  better  seen)  it  is 

(a;i=  +  x^^  +  a;^^  +  »,=)  (^j'  +  y~J  +  yi  +  yt)  =       (a^i3'i  +  aw=  +  ^a  +  '^4^4)' 

+  {?hy-i  -  «23'i  +  *s2/i  -  o^^i)^ 

+  i^^^-s  -  ^^i  -  ^iHi  +  ^*)^ 

+  ixxv^  -  Ml + ^3ji  -  ^^y^y ; 
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or,  as  this  may  be  written, 

(a7i=  +  X,-  +  x^^  +  Xi')  (y,^  +  y,^  +  !//  +  y,^)  -  (x,y,  +  x^.  +  x,y^  +  x^y^f 

=    (12  +  atr 

+  (13  -  21)" 

+  (l'H-23)'; 

where  12  is  used  fco  denote  x,yi  —  x^„  &c.,  and  the  truth  of  the  theorem  depends 
on  the  identity  12.34-13.24+14.23  =  0.  Clearly,  the  first  step  for  forming  the 
equation   is   to   arrange   the   duads   in   a  synthematic   form 

12.34 
13.24 
14.23, 

and  then  to  determine  the  signs :  such  an  arrangement  exists  in  the  case  of  8,  and 
the  signs  can  be  determined ;  it  exists  also  in  the  ca«e  of  16,  but  the  signs  cannot 
be  determined  to  satisfy  all  the  necessary  relations. 

In  the  case  of  8,  we  have  the  synthematic  arrangement 
12.34.56.78 
13.24.57.68 
14.23.58.67 
15.26.37.48 
16.25.38.47 
17  .  28 .  35 .  46 
18.27.36.45, 

being  the  only  type  of  synthematic  arrangement.  This  is,  in  fact,  important  as  regards  the 
16-question,  and  it  will  appear  that  the  case  is  so ;  but  in  the  8-question,  starting  ft«m 
this  arrangement,  we  have  to  show  that  there  exists  an  equation  which,  for  convenience, 
I  write  as  follows : 

{x,'+...+x,')(y;-+...+y,-)-(x^,  +  ...  +  x^,Y 
=     (12  +  34  +  06  +  78)" 

+  (13  +  24  +  67  +  68)' 

+  (14  +  23  +  58  +  67)' 

+  (15  +  26  +  37  +  48)' 

+  (16  +  25  +  38  +  47)' 

+  (17  +  28  +  35  +  46)' 

+  (18  +  27  +  36  +  43)", 
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but  in  which  it  is  to  be  understood  that  each  duad  is  affected  by  a  factor  + 1 
which  is  to  be  determined;  say  the  factor  of  12  is  e^,  that  of  34,  cj,;  and  so  in 
other  cases.  It  is  however  assumed  that  e,.,,  e^,,  e^,  e^B^,  Cis.  e^,  Cu,  e,e,  «ir,  e,g  are 
each   =4-1. 

We  have  then  on  the  right-hand  side  triads  of  terms  such  as,  2  into 
e,^esi  12 .  34  +  e^e^  13  .  24  +  e,^e^  14 .  23, 
which  triad  ought  to  vanish  identically,  as  reducing  itself  to  a  multiple  of 

12.34-     13.24  +  14.23; 
viz,  we  ought  to  have 

or,  ttsing  now  and  hencefoi-tvard  when  occasion  requires,  12,  34,  &c.  to  denote  e.j,  €34,  &c. 
respectively,  we  have 

12.34  =  +^:, 

U.23  =  +  k, 

where  k,  =±1,  has  to  be  determined  (in  the  actual  case  we  have  12  =  +  1,  34  =  +1, 
13  =  1,  14=1;  and  therefore  the  first  equation  gives  /:  =  1,  and  the  other  two  then  give 
24  =  -1,  23  =  +  1). 

We  have  in  this  way  triads  of  values  corresponding  to  the  different  tetrads 

1234 

1256 

1278 

1357 


1458 
1467 


2457 
246S 
3456 
3478 
5678, 

which  can  be  formed  with  the  several  lines  of  the  formula.  Thus  we  have  from  the 
first  line  1234,  1256,  1278;  then  from  the  second  line  (not  1324  which  in  the  form 
1234    has    been   taken   ah-eady)   1357,   1368,  ...;    and    finally   from    the    last    line    5678. 
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We  might  consider  each  line  as  giving  6  tetrads,  but  the  tetrads  would  then  be 
obtained  3  times  over ;  the  number  of  tetrads  is  thus  6  x  7  -i-  3,  =14  as  above. 
And  observe,  that  the  systems  of  values  for  the  coefficients  e  =  +  1  are  obtained 
directly  from  the  tetrads,  without  the  employment  of  any  other  formula. 

We  thus  obtain  the  system  of  signs  as  follows : 


14 


-1 


15     +1 
16+1 

17  +1 

18  +1 


27 

+  1 

2S 

-1 

34 

+  1 

35 

a 

36 

+  1 

37 

a 

38 

0 

67 

d 

68 

b 

78 

+  1 
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viz.   the   original   assumptions   12  =  +  1,   &c.,  and   the   tetrads   1234,   1256,  1278   give   all 
the  signs  ±1  up  to  34  =  + 1;   from  the  tetrad  1357  we  have 


15.37   -      1      a, 

17.35   +      1      a, 

that   is,   35=ff,   37  =  — a,    57  =  a,  where   a,   =  +  1,  is   still   undetermined;    and   similarly, 

the  tetrads  1368,  1458,  1467  give  the  remaining  signs  b,  c,  d.  The  tetra^^  2358  then 
gives 

23.58   +      1  c, 

25 .  38   -      1-6, 

28.35   +-1      a, 

that  is,  -  (I  =  6  =  c ;  and  similarly  the  tetrads  2367,  2457,  ^468  give  ~a  =  b  =  d, 
—  a  =  c-=d,  h  =  c  =  d  I'espectively ;  the  four  tetrads  thus  give  — a  =  b—c  =  d,  say  each 
of  these   =8.     But   retainiug   for   the   moment   a,   b,   c,   d,   the   tetrad   3456   then   gives 

34.56   +11, 

35.46   -     a     d, 

36.45    +     b      c, 

that  is,  I  ^  -  ad  ^  be,  and  similarly  the  last  two  tetrads  3478  and  5678  give 
l^-ac  =  hd  and  l  =  —  ab^cd  respectively ;  substituting  the  values  in  terms  of  6, 
the  several  equations  give  only  ^=1,  that  is,  0=±1  at  pleasure;  and  the  series  of 
signs  for  the  8-formuIa,  containing  this  one  arbitrary  sign  ^=±1,  is  thus  determined. 

Passing  to  the  ease  of  16,  we  have  in  like  manner  to  form  a  synthcmatic  arrange- 
ment of  the  numbers  1,  2,  ....  16  in  15  lines,  each  containing  the  16  numbers  in  8  duads 
{no  duad  twice  repeated),  and  this  containing  all  the  120  duads.  And,  using  for  the 
moment  letters  instead  of  numbers,  the  necessary  condition  is,  that  ab .  cd  occurring  in  one 
line,  ac.M  must  occur  in  another  line,  and  ad. be  in  a  third  line.  Observe  that  as  well 
the  order  of  the  letters  in  a  duad  as  the  order  of  the  duads  is  thus  far  immaterial;  so 
that  a  line  containing  bd .  ca  may  be  considered  as  containing  ac .  bd. 

Considering  any  such  combination  ab .  cd,  the  line  which  contains  it  may  be 
taken  to  be  the  first  line ;  and  the  line  which  contains  ac .  bd  may  be  taken  to  be 
the  second  line.  And  then  writing  1,  2,  3,  4  in  place  of  a,  b,  c,  d  respectively,  the 
first  line  will  contain  12.34,  and  the  second  line  will  contain  13.24.  Let  e  be  any 
other  symbol  occurring  in  the  first  line,  say  in  the  duad  ef,  and  in  the  second  line 
say  in  the  duad  eg;  then  g  must  occur  in  the  first  line  in  some  duad  gli,  or  the 
first   line   will   contain    ef.gk,    and    then   the   second   line   as   containing   eg   will   contain 
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also /A,  that  is,  it  wiii  contain  eg.fh.  And  then  writing  5,  6,  7,  8  in  place  of  e,  /, 
g,  h  respectively,  the  first  line  will  contain  56.78  and  the  second  line  will  contain 
57 .  68.  And  continuing  the  like  reasoning,  it  appears  that  the  first  line  and  the  second 
line  majf  be  taken  to  be 

12.34.56.78.9  10.  11  12.  13  14.  15  16, 
and 

1  3.  2  4.  5  7.  6  8.  9  11.  10  12,  13  15.  14  16, 

respectively.  There  will  then  be  a  line  containing  1  4  which  may  be  taken  for  the 
third  line,  a  line  containing  1  5  which  may  be  taken  for  the  fourth  line,  and  so  on; 
viz.  the  successive  lines  may  be  taken  to  begin  with  1  2,  1  3,  1  4,  ...,  1  16  respectively. 

Proceeding  to  form  the  synthematic  arrangement,  and  starting  with  the  first  and 
second  lines  and  first  column  as  above,  it  appears  that  in  each  of  the  remaining 
lines  there  are  three  duads  which  occur  of  necessity,  and  putting  these  in  the  second, 
third,  and  fourth  places  (the  order  of  the  duads  in  any  line  being  immaterial),  it  is 
seen  that  the  second,  third,  and  fourth  columns  can  be  filled  up  in  one,  and  only 
one   way;    see   the   annexed   first-half: 


First-half  comrnon  to  all. 


1   2 

1   3 
1   4 
1   5 
1   6 

1   8 

3   4 
2   4 
2   3 
2   6 
2   5 
2   8 
2   7 

5   6 

5   8 
3   7 
3   8 
3   5 
3   6 

7   8 
6   8 
6   7 
i       8 

4   6 
4   5 

1   9 
1   10 
1   11 
1   12 
1   13 
1   H 
1  15 
1  16 

2  10 
2   9 
2  12 
2  11 
2  14 
2  13 
2  16 
2  15 

3  11 
3  12 
3   9 
3  10 
3  15 
3  16 
3  13 
3  14 

4  12 
4  11 
4  10 
4   0 
4  16 
4  15 
4  14 
4  13 
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Four  forms  of  second-half. 


I. 


II. 


1)  10 

11 

12 

13 

U 

15 

16 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15  16 

9  11 

10 

12 

13 

15 

14 

16 

9 

11 

10 

12 

13 

15 

14  16 

9  12 

10 

11 

13 

16 

14 

15 

9 

12 

10 

11 

13 

16 

14  15 

9  13 

10 

14 

15 

12 

16 

9 

14 

10 

13 

11 

16 

12  15 

9  U 

10 

13 

16 

12 

15 

9 

13 

10 

14 

11 

15 

13  16 

9  15 

10 

16 

13 

12 

14 

9 

16 

10 

15 

11 

14 

12  13 

9  16 

10 

15 

14 

12 

13 

9 

15 

10 

16 

U 

13 

12  14 

5  13 

6 

14 

15 

8 

16 

5 

14 

6 

13 

7 

16 

8  15 

5  14 

6 

13 

16 

8 

15 

5 

13 

6 

14 

7 

15 

8  16 

5  15 

6 

16 

13 

8 

14 

5 

16 

6 

15 

7 

14 

8  13 

5  16 

6 

15 

14 

8 

13 

5 

15 

6 

16 

7 

13 

8  14 

5   9 

6 

10 

11 

8 

12 

5 

10 

6 

9 

7 

12 

8  11 

5  10 

6 

9 

13 

8 

11 

5 

9 

6 

10 

7 

11 

8  12 

5  U 

6 

12 

9 

8 

10 

5 

12 

6 

11 

7 

10 

8   9 

5  12 

6 

11 

10 

8 

9 

5 

U 

6 

12 

7 

9 

8  10 

9  10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

9  11 

10 

12 

13 

15 

14 

16 

9  12 

10 

11 

13 

16 

U 

15 

9  15 

10 

16 

13 

12 

14 

9  16 

10 

15 

14 

12 

13 

9  13 

10 

14 

15 

13 

16 

9  H 

10 

13 

16 

12 

15! 

5  15 

6 

16 

13 

8 

14 

5  16 

6 

15 

14 

8 

13 

5  13 

6 

14 

15 

8 

16 

5  14 

6 

13 

16 

8 

15 

5  11 

6 

12 

9 

8 

10 

5  13 

6 

n 

10 

8 

9 

5   9 

6 

10 

11 

8 

12 

5  10 

6 

9 

12 

8 

11 

9  10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15  16 

9  11 

10 

13 

13 

15 

14  16 

9  12 

10 

11 

13 

16 

14  15 

9  16 

10 

15 

11 

14 

12  13 

9  15 

10 

16 

11 

13 

12  14 

9  14 

10 

13 

11 

16 

13  15 

9  13 

10 

14 

11 

15 

12  16 

5  16 

6 

15 

7 

14 

8  13 

5  15 

6 

16 

7 

13 

8  14 

5  14 

6 

13 

7 

16 

8  15 

5  13 

6 

14 

7 

15 

8  16 

5  12 

6 

11 

7 

10 

8   9 

5  U 

6 

13 

7 

9 

8  10  ■ 

5  10 

6 

9 

7 

13 

8  11 

5   9 

6 

10 

' 

11 

8  12 

And  it  is  to  be  noticed  that  in  this  first-half  the  upper  part,  or  first  seven 
lines,  give  in  fact  the  synthematic  arrangement  for  the  S-question;  so  that  (as 
remarked  above)  in  this  8-question   there   is   but  one  form  of  synthematic  arrangement. 

Proceeding  to  fill  up  the  remaining  columns,  the  duad  59  cannot  be  placed  in 
any   line  which  contains   a  5   or   a  9;    that  is,  it   must  be  placed   in  some  one  of  the 
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last  4  lines;  and  placing  it  successively  in  each  of  these,  it  appears  that  the  columns 
can  be  filled  up  in  one,  and  only  one,  way;  we  have  thus  the  above  "four  forms 
of  second-half,"  each  of  which,  taken  in  conjunction  with  the  common  first-half,  gives 
a  synthematic  arrangement  of  the  16  numbers. 

Each    of    these    synthematic    arrangements    may    be    converted    into    a    square,    the 

fii^t    line    of   which    is    formed   with    the    numbers    1    to  16    in    order,   and    the   other 

fifteen  lines  of  which  are  derived  from  the  fifteen  lines  of  the  synthematic  arrange- 
ment respectively :   thus  the  line 

1  2.  3  4.  5  6.  7  8.    9  10.  11  12.  i:5  14.  1-5  16 
gives  the  second  line  of 

1  2.  3  4.  5  6.  r  S.    9  10.  11  12.  13  14.  15  16, 

2  1 .  4  3 .  6  5 .  8  r .  10     9 .  12  11 .  14  13 .  16  1.5, 

and  so  in  other  cases.  And  conversely,  by  comparing  with  the  first  line  of  the 
square  each  of  the  other  fifteen  lines  respectively,  we  have  the  fifteen  lines  of  the 
synthematic  arrangement;  we  thus  obtain  the  four  squares  presently  given.  These 
squares  are  not  required  in  the  sequel,  but  they  serve  to  put  in  a  clearer  light 
the  construction  of  the  synthematic  arrangements ;  by  converting  in  like  manner  into 
a  square  the  formula  p.  332  of  Young's  paper,  it  appears  that  his  arrangement  is  in 
fact  the  first  of  the  foregoing  four  arrangements.     The  squares  are 

I. 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

13 

13 

14 

15  16 

2 

1 

4 

3 

6 

5 

8 

7 

10 

9 

12 

11 

14 

13 

16  15 

3 

4 

1' 

2 

7 

8 

5 

6 

11 

12 

9 

10 

15 

16 

13  14 

4 

3 

■2 

1 

8 

7 

6 

5 

12 

11 

10 

^ 

16 

15 

14  13 

6 

6 

7 

8 

1 

2 

3 

4 

13 

14 

15 

16 

9 

10 

11  12 

6 

5 

8 

7 

2 

1 

4 

3 

14 

13 

16 

15 

10 

9 

12  11 

7 

8 

5 

6 

3 

4 

1 

2 

15 

16 

13 

14 

11 

12 

9  10 

8 

7 

6 

^ 

4 
13 

3 

2 

1 

16 

15 

14 

13 

12 

11 

10   9 

9 

10 

11 

12 

14 

15 

16 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7   8 

10 

9 

12 

11 

14 

13 

16 

15 

2 

1 

4 

3 

6 

n 

8   7 

11 

12 

9 

10 

15 

16 

13 

14 

3 

4 

1 

2 

7 

8 

5   6 

13 

11 

10 

9 

16 

15 

14 

13 

4 

3 

2 

1 

8 

7 

6   5 

13 

14 

15 

16 

9 

10 

11 

12 

5 

6 

7 

8 

1 

2 

3   4 

14 

13 

16 

15 

10 

9 

12 

11 

6 

5 

8 

7 

2 

1 

4   3 

15 

16 

13 

14 

11 

12 

9 

10 

7 

8 

5 

6 

3 

4 

1   2 

16 

1 

15 

14 

13 

13 

11 

10 

9 

8 

7 

6 

5 

4 

3 

2   1 
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II. 


1   2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

2   I 

4 

3 

6 

5 

8 

7 

10 

9 

12 

11 

14 

13 

16 

15 

3   4 

1 

2 

7 

8 

5 

6 

12 

9 

10 

15 

16 

13 

14 

4   3 

2 

1 

8 

7 

6 

5 

11 

10 

9 

16 

15 

14 

13 

5   6 

7 

8 

1 

2 

3 

4 

13 

16 

15 

10 

9 

12 

11 

6   5 

8 

7 

3 

1 

4 

3 

14 

15 

16 

9 

10 

11 

13 

7   8 

5 

6 

3 

4 

1 

3 

15 

14 

13 

13 

11 

10 

9 

8   7 

6 

5 

4 

3 

2 

1 

16 

13 

14 

11 

12 

9 

10 

9  10 

11 

12 

14 

13 

16 

15 

■2 

3 

4 

5 

8 

7 

10   9 

!2 

11 

13 

14 

15 

16 

1 

4 

3 

6 

7 

8 

11  12 

9 

10 

16 

15 

U 

13 

4 

I 

2 

7 

6 

5 

12  11 

10 

9 

15 

16 

13 

14 

3 

2 

1 

8 

5 

6 

13  14 

15 

16 

10 

9 

12 

11 

5 

8 

7 

2 

3 

4 

14  13 

16 

15 

9 

10 

11 

12 

6 

7 

8 

1 

4 

3 

15  IG 

13 

14 

12 

11 

10 

9 

7 

6 

4 

1 

•2 

IG  15 

14 

13 

11 

12 

9 

10 

8 

5 

6 

3 

2 

1 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

3 

1 

4 

3 

6 

5 

8 

7 

10 

9 

13 

11 

14 

13 

16 

15 

3 

4 

1 

2 

7 

8 

5 

6 

11 

13 

9 

10 

15 

16 

13 

14 

4 

3 

2 

1 

8 

' 

6 

5 

12 

11 

10 

9 

16 

15 

14 

13 

5 

6 

7 

8 

1 

2 

3 

4 

15 

16 

13 

14 

11 

13 

9 

10 

6 

5 

8 

7 

2 

1 

4 

3 

16 

15 

14 

13 

12 

11 

10 

9 

7 

8 

5 

6 

3 

4 

1 

3 

13 

14 

15 

16 

9 

10 

11 

13 

8 

' 

6 

5 

4 

3 

2 

1 

14 

13 

16 

15 

10 

9 

13 

11 

9 

10 

11 

13 

15 

16 

13 

14 

1 

2 

3 

4 

7 

8 

5 

6 

10 

9 

12 

11 

16 

15 

14 

13 

2 

1 

4 

3 

8 

7 

6 

5 

11 

12 

9 

10 

13 

14 

15 

16 

3 

4 

1 

2 

5 

6 

7 

8 

12 

11 

10 

9 

14 

13 

16 

15 

4 

3 

2 

1 

6 

5 

8 

7 

13 

14 

15 

16 

11 

12 

9 

10 

7 

8 

5 

6 

1 

2 

3 

4 

14 

13 

16 

15 

12 

11 

10 

9 

8 

7 

6 

5 

2 

1 

4 

3 

15 
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The  foregoing  investigation  of  the  synthematie  arrangements  is  exhaustive :  it 
thereby  appears  that  there  are  at  most  four  types,  viz.  that  every  synthematie 
arrangement  is  of  the  type  of  one  or  other  of  the  four  arrangements  above  written 
down.  The  real  nature  of  these  is  perhaps  more  clearly  seen  by  means  of  the 
corresponding  squares;  and  it  will  be  observed,  that  there  is  in  the  iirst  square  a 
repetition  of  parts  without  transposition,  which  does  not  occur  in  the  other  three 
squares;  this  seems  to  suggest,  that  while  the  first  square  (and  therefore  the  iirst 
s3Tithematic  arrangement)  is  really  of  a  distinct  type,  the  other  three  squares  (or  syn- 
thematie arrangements)  may  possibly  belong  to  one  and  the  same  type.  If  this  were 
so,  it  would  be  sufiicient  to  prove  the  16-theorem  (viz.  the  non-existence  of  the 
16-square  formula)  for  the  first  and  for  any  one  of  the  other  three  synthematie 
arrangements ;  hut  I  provisionally  assume  that  the  four  types  are  really  distinct,  and 
propose  therefore  to  prove  the  theorem  for  each  of  the  four  arrangements  separately. 

The  process  is  the  same  as  for  the  8-theorem;  we  require  the  tetrads  1234,  &c., 
contained  in  the  sjTithematic  arrangements.  In  any  one  of  these,  each  line  gives 
|8.7,  =28  tetrads,  and  the  15  lines  give  therefore  15.28,  =420  tetrads;  but  we  thus 
obtain  eaoh  tetrad  3  times,  or  the  number  of  the  tetrads  is  420-^3,  =140. 


For   the   four   arrangements    respectively,   these   ■ 
means   same   as   in   column   I. 


as    follows:     the    word    "same" 
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1   2   3 

4 

same 

same 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

n 

12 

13 

14 

15 

Ifi 

!   3   5 

"T 

6 

8 

9 

U 

10 

12 

13 

15 

U 

16 

1   4   5 

8 

6 

7 

9 

12 

10 

11 

13 

16 

14 

15 

1   5   9 

13 

1   5   9 

H 

1   5   9  15 

10 

14 

10 

13 

10  16 

11 

15 

11 

16 

11  13 

12 

16 

12 

15 

12  14 

1   6   9 

14 

1   6   9 

13 

1   6   9  16 

10 

13 

10 

14 

10  15 

11 

16 

11 

15 

11  14 

1-2 

15 

12 

16 

12  13 

1   7   9 

15 

1   7   9 

16 

1   7   9  13 

10 

16 

10 

15 

10  14 

n 

13 

11 

14 

11  15 

12 

14 

12 

13 

12  16 

1   8   9 

16 

1   8   9 

15 

1   8   9  14 

10 

15 

10 

16 

10  13 

11 

14 

11 

13 

11   16 

12 

13 

12 

14 

12  15 
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3   5 
6 
9 
10 
13 
14 

8 

12 
11 
IC 
15 

same 

2 

4   5 
6 
1) 
10 
13 
U 

8 
11 
12 
15 
IG 

same 

2 

5   9 

14 

2   5   9 

13 

2   5   9 

16 

2   5   9  15 

10 

13 

10 

14 

10 

15 

10  16 

11 

16 

11 

15 

11 

14 

11  13 

12 

15 

12 

16 

12 

13 

12  14 

2 

6   9 

13 

2   6   9 

14 

2   6   9 

15 

2   6   9  16 

10 

14 

10 

13 

10 

16 

10  15 

11 

15 

11 

16 

11 

13 

11  14 

12 

16 

12 

15 

12 

14 

12  13 

2 

7   9 

16 

2   7   9 

15 

2   7   9 

14 

2   7   9  13 

10 

15 

10 

16 

10 

13 

10  14 

11 

14 

11 

13 

11 

16 

11  15 

12 

13 
15 

12 

14 

12 

15 

12  16 

2 

8   9 

2   8   9 

16 

2   8   9 

13 

2   8   9  14 

10 

!6 

10 

15 

10 

14 

10  13 

11 

13 

11 

14 

11 

15 

11  16 

12 

14 

12 

13 

12 

16 

12  15 

3 

i       5 
7 
9 
11 
13 
15 

6 
8 
10 
19 
14 
16 

same 
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3 

5   9 

15 

3   5   9 

16 

3   5   9 

13 

3   5   9  14 

10 

16 

10 

15 

10 

14 

10  13 

11 

13 

11 

14 

11 

15 

11  16 

12 

14 

12 

13 

12 

16 

12  15 

3 

6   9 

16 

3   6   9 

15 

3   6   9 

14 

3   6   9  13 

10 

15 

10 

16 

10 

13 

10  14 

11 

14 

11 

13 

11 

16 

11  15 

12 

13 

12 

14 

12 

15 

12  16 

3 

7   9 

13 

3   7   9 

14 

3   7   9 

15 

3   7   9  16 

10 

14 

10 

13 

10 

16 

10  15 

11 

15 

U 

16 

11 

13 

11  14 

12 

16 

12 

15 

12 

14 

12  13 

3 

8   9 

14 

3   8   9 

13 

3   8   9 

16 

3   8   9  15 

10 

13 

10 

14 

10 

15 

10  16 

11 

16 

11 

15 

11 

14 

11  13 

12 

15 

12 

16 

12 

13 

12  14 

4 

5   9 

16 

4   5   9 

15 

4   5   9 

14 

4   5   9  13 

10 

15 

10 

16 

10 

13 

10  14 

11 

14 

11 

13 

11 

16 

11  15 

12 

13 

12 

14 

12 

15 

12  16 

4 

6   9 

15 

4   6   9 

16 

4   6   9 

13 

4   6   9  14 

10 

16 

10 

15 

10 

14 

10  13 

11 

13 

11 

14 

11 

15 

U  16 

12 

U 

12 

13 

12 

16 

12  15 

i 

7   9 

14 

4   7   9 

13 

4   7   9 

16 

4   7   9  15 

10 

13 

10 

14 

10 

15 

10  16 

11 

16 

11 

15 

11 

14 

11  13 

12 

15 

12 

16 

12 

13 

12  14 

i 

8   9 

13 

4   8   9 

14 

4   8   9 

15 

4   8   9  16 
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14 
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13 

10 

16 

10  15 
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15 
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13 

Jl   14 
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As   regards   the   signs,   obsei've   that   the   first   line   may   always   be   written 

ab  +  cd+  ef+  &e., 

with  the  signs  all  of  them  +;  and  then  writing  a,  b,  c,  ...  =1,  2,  H,  ....  16  respectively, 
the  first  line  will  be 

1  2  +  3  4  +  5  6  +  7  8  +  9  10  +  11  12  +  13  14+15  16, 

with   the   signs   all   of  them   +;    that   is,   we   may   assume   €i„,   t-j^,  &c.,   or   say 

1  2,  3  4,  6  6,  7  8,  9  10,  11  12,  13  14,  15  16, 

all  of  them  =  + 1.  And  in  the  other  lines,  the  signs  of  all  the  terms  of  any  line 
may  be  reversed  at  pleasure,  that  is,  we  may  assume  eia,  e,„  &c.,  or  say  1  3,  1  4, 
1  5,  1  6,  1  7,  1  8,  1  9,  1  10,  1  11,  1  12,  1  13,  1  14,  1  15,  1  16,  all  of  them 
=  +  1. 

Making  these  assumptions,  then  for  any  one  of  the  synthematic  arrangements  the 
several  tetrads  give  as  before  relations  between  the  signs ;  among  these  are  included 
the   results   already   obtained    for   the   8-question,  and   taking   as   before 


we  have  the  signs  of  the  several  terms  belonging  to  the  8-question  given  as  =  ±  1 
or  +  ^  as  before.  The  remaining  tetrads  up  to  1  8  12  13  then  serve  to  express  all 
the  remaining  signs  in  terms  of  the  as  yet  undetermined  signs  e,  /,  0,  h,  i,  j,  k,  I, 
m,   n,   0,  p,   q,   r,   s,   t,   ti,   v,   w,   x,  y,   z,   a,  yS,   for   instance 

1     S.  9   11+     1     e, 

1  9.311-     1     e, 

111.3     9  +     1     e, 

that  is,  3  9  =  e,  3  11  =  — e,  9  11  =e;  and  then  the  tetrads  up  to  2  8  9  15  serve  to 
express   these   signs  in   terms   of  the   undetermined   signs   \,  ii,  v,  p,  cr,  t;   for  instance 

2  3.  9   12+     1     i, 

2     9.  3    12-     1-/ 

2  12.  3      9  +  -1     e, 

that  is,  -e=f=i;  and  in  like  manner  2  3  10  11,  2  4  9  11  and  2  4  10  12  give 
respectively  —e=f=J,  —e  =  i=j,f=i=j;  that  is,  we  have  —e=f=i=j,  =X  suppose. 
And  in  this  way  we  have,  for  each  of  the  four  synthematic  arrangements  the  signs 
of  all  the  terms  expressed  in  terms  of  the  undetermined  signs  0,  \,  fi,  v,  p,  <7,  r, 
as  shown  in  the  following  table ;  where  observe  that  the  results  apply  to  the  four 
synthematic  arrangements  separately,  viz.  the  e,  f,  g,  &c.,  and  the  0,  \,  fi,  v,  p,  cr,  r 
in  each  column  are  altogether  independent  of  the  like  symbols  in  the  other  three 
columns. 


Signs  for  the  four  synthematic  an-angements ; 
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12+1 

3  +  1 

4  +  1 

B       +  1 

6  +  1 

7  +  I 

8  +  1 

9  +  1 

10  +  1 

11  -i-  I 

12  +  1 

13  +  1 

14  +  1 

15  +  1 

16  +  I 

same 

same 

2       3+1 

4  -  1 

5  +  1 

6  -1 

7  +  1 

8  -  1 

9  +  1 

10  -  1 

11  +  1 

12  -  1 

13  +  1 

14  -  1 

15  +  1 

16  -  1 

same 

3       4+1 

5  -6 

6  6 

7  e 

8  -6 

9  e        -\ 

10  /            A 

11  -«             \ 

12  -/        -A 

13  g       -1^ 

14  h            />. 

15  -?            /^ 

16  -k        -u. 
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8  e 

9  5 

10  r 

11  S              p 

12  t            p 

13  -r        -V 

14  -q          -V 

15  -(         ~p 

16  -s         -p 

q             V 

8              p 

t         -p 

~q         -V 

-s         -p 
-(              p 

S                  p 

t      p 

-t      ~  p 
~g      -  p 

-q         -V 

6 

q               V 

S                  p 

t      -p 

-s         -  p 

-t      p 

-q         -V 

7       8+1 

9           «        -^ 

10  «            o- 

11  W            -T 

12  a;             T 

13  -!(;            T 

14  -a;         -r 

15  -M                    (T 

16  -i;         -a- 

+  1 

—  X             —  T 

+  1 

X                    T 

+  1 

X                    T 
—  X             —   T 
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S      9 

y 

o- 

y 

^ 

y 

0- 

&■ 

(r 

10 

2 

•J 

a; 

-  cr 

2 

T 

5 

-  <r 

U 

a 

T 

0. 

T 

a 

T 

a 

T 

12 

P 

T 

^ 

-T 

^ 

r 

^ 

^r 

13 

~li 

-   T 

-  a 

-r 

-  2 

-  o- 

-2/ 

-  tr 

14 

-  a 

-r 

-^ 

T 

-y 

-  <r 

-   2 

o- 

15 

-z 

-(T 

-y 

-(T 

-/i 

-T 

-a 

-r 
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We  have  now  for  the  four  arrangements  respectively,  by  means  of  hitherto  unused 
tetrads,  the  following  determinations  of  sign :  these  being  in  ea«h  case  inconsistent  with 
each  other. 


First  arrangement. 

3     5     9 

16  +- 

-e. 

-<r 

3     9     5 

15  -- 

-X. 

P 

3  35     5 

9  + 

^■ 

-V 

3     5  10 

16  +- 

-9. 

, 

3  10     5 

16  - 

X. 

-P 

3  16     5 

10  + 

-^■ 

' 

3     5  11 

13  + 

-». 

-T 

3  11     5 

13  - 

X. 

V 

3  13     0 

11  + 

-M. 

~  P 

3     5  12 

14  + 

-«. 

T 

3  12     5 

14  - 

-X. 

-.. 

3  1*     5 

12  + 

M 

P 

Second  arrangement. 

3     3     9 

16  + 

-» 

„ 

3     9     5 

16  - 

-\ 

-P 

3  l(i     5 

9  + 

-¥■ 

' 

3     5  10 

15  + 

-e. 

, 

3  10     5 

15  - 

X 

-P 

3  15     ,5 

10  + 

/^ 

' 

3     5  11 

14  + 

-e. 

T 

3  11     6 

14  - 

X 

-V 

3  14     3 

11  + 

A' 

P 

3     5  12 

13  + 

-e. 

T 

3  12     5 

13  - 

-X 

-V 

3  13     5 

12  + 

-M 

p 

-Ot  =  —  \v'=      fip- 


=  \p  =  fiV, 


Hosted  by 


Google 


763] 


ON    THE    THEOREMS    OF    THE    2,    4,    8,    AND    16    SQUARES. 


Third  arrangement. 

3  5  9  13  +- 
3  9  5  13  -- 
3  13     5     9  +- 


3     5  10  14  +- 
3  10     5  14  - 
3  14     6  10  + 


t  5  11  15  +-( 
i  11  5  16  -  : 
I  15     5  11  +     / 


3  5  12  16  +- 
3  12  5  16  -- 
3  16     5  12  +- 

Fourth  arrangement. 


3  5  9 

14  +  -  9 . 

cr 

3  9  5 

14  --X. 

-P 

3  14  5 

9+  ,.. 

' 

3  5  10 

13  +-e. 

, 

3  10  5 

13  -  X. 

-P 

3  13  5 

10  +-,i 

' 

3  5  11 

16  +-e. 

T 

3  11  5 

16  -  X 

-V 

3  16  5 

11  +-M 

P 

3  5  12 

15  +-S. 

-T 

3  12  5 

15  --X. 

-„ 

3  15  5 

12  +-^ 

P 

T  =  ~Xp  = 


And  it  hence  finally  appears,  that  we  cannot,  in  any  one  of  the  four  arrange- 
ments, determine  the  signs  so  as  to  give  rise  to  a  16-square  theorem ;  that  is,  the 
product  of  a  sum  of  16  squares  into  a  sum  of  16  squares  cannot  be  made  equal  to 
a  sum  of  16  squares. 

c.  xr.  40 
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764. 

THE    BINOMIAL    EQUATION    a;''-l=0:     QUINQUISECTION. 


[From  the  Proceedings   of  the  London  Mathematical  Society,  vol.    xii,   (1881),   pp.    15,   16. 
Read  December  9,  1880.] 

The  theory  should  be  precisely  analogous  to  those  for  the  trisection  and  quarti- 
section  (see  my  paper,  "  The  Binomial  Equation  iC*"  —  1  =  0,  Trisection  and  Quartisection," 
Proceedings  of  the  London  Mathematical  Society,  vol  XI.  (1879),  pp.  4—17,  [731]), 
only  I  have  not  been  able  to  carry  it  so  far.  We  have  in  the  present  case  five 
periods  X,  Y,  Z,  W,  T,  the  actual  expressions  for  which,  X  =  7t'+  ...,  F=i?=+...,  etc, 
with  Reuachle's  selected  prime  root  g,  can  be  (for  the  primes  5n  + 1  under  100)  at 
once  written  down  by  means  of  the  table  given,  pp.  16,  17,  of  that  paper;  [see  this 
volume,  pp.  95,  96].      The  relations  between  the  periods  are  of  the  fonii 

X   Y  Z   W  T 

X^  =  a    h    G    d    e 

XY=f    g   h    i    j 

XZ^k     I    m   n     o; 
that  is,  we  have 

X'  -  (a,  b,  c,  d,  e^X,  Y,  Z,   W,  T), 

and  thence,  by  cyclical  permutations, 

r^  =  (e,  a,  b,  c,  dj  „  ),  etc.; 

viz.   from   the   value   of  Z=   we   have   those   of   F^  Z^,    W,   T';    from   the   value   of  XY 
those  of  YZ,  ZW,   WT,  TX ;   and  from  the  value  of  XZ  those  of  YW,  ZT,  WX,  TY. 
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From    the    equation   X+Y  +  Z+W+T=~l,   multiplying   by   X   and   then   substi- 
tuting for  X*   XY,  &c.,  their  values,  we  obtain 

-a  =  l+/+k  +7)1+3, 


—  d=        i  +n  +k  +j, 

-e  =       j  +0  +1    +f, 

which  determine  (a,  h,  c,  d,  e)  in  terms  of  (/,  g,  k,  i,  j)  and  {k,  I,  m,  n,  o).  It  is, 
moreover,  easy  to  prove  that 

f  +  g  +  h  +i+j=  i(?>-l). 

k+l  +'m.  +  n  +  o=  \{p-l), 

whence  also 

a  +  h+c  +d  +  e  =  -\-i{p-V). 

We  obtain  other  relations  between  the  coefficients  by  considering  the  two  triple 
products  XYZ  and  XYW:  these  are  all  that  need  be  considered,  since  the  other 
triple  products  are  deducible  from  them  by  cyclical  permutations.  From  the  first  of 
these  we  have 

X.YZ  =  Y.XZ  ^Z  .XY, 
and  from  the  second 

X.YW=Y.XW=W.XY\ 

and  if  we  herein  substitute  for  YZ,  XZ,  &c.,  thefr  values,  and  then  in  the  resulting 
equations  for  X',  XY,  &c.,  thefr  values  as  linear  functions  of  X,  Y,  Z,  W,  T,  we 
obtain  in  al!  5.2.2=20  quadric  relations  between  the  15  coefficients;  or  if  we 
substitute  for  (a,  b,  c,  d,  e)  their  foregoing  values,  in  all  20  relations  between  the  10 
coefficients  (/,  g,  k,  i,  j)  and  (k,  I,  m,  n,  o).  These  are  at  most  equivalent  to  8 
independent  equations,  since  we  have,  besides,  the  sums  f+g+h+i+j  and  k+l+tn+n+o 
each  =i(p  — 1);  but  I  have  not  succeeded  in  finding  the  connexions  between  them, 
or  even  in  ascertaining  to  bow  many  independent  equations  they  are  equivalent. 

For  any  given  prime  p  =  5n  + 1,  the  values  of  the  coefficients,  and  also  the 
coefficients  of  the  quintic  equation  for  the  periods,  could  of  course  be  calculated 
directly  from  the  expressions  of  the  periods;  but  for  the  primes  under  100,  that  is, 
for  the  values  11,  31,  41,  61,  71,  they  are  at  once  obtained  from  Reuschle.  We 
have  thus  the  two  Tables,  the  former  giving  the  coefficients  a,  b,...,n,  o,  and  the 
latter  the  coefficients  of  the  quintic  equations. 
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Table  1. 

a 

h           c 

d 

g 

p 

f 
k 

9         k 

I                  7,1 

1 

3 

u 

-    2 
1 
0 

0           0 
0          0 

-2 
1 

1 

-    2 
0 

1 

31 

-    4 

-6-6 

-4 

-    5 

0 

1           2 

1 

2 

0 

2           2 

1 

1 

41 

-    8 

-5-6 

-6 

-    8 

3 

0           3 

1 

2 

3 

2           3 

1 

1 

61 

-10 

-9-12 

-8 

-  10 

3 

2           3 

3 

2 

0 

2           4 

3 

3 

71 

-  14 

-  10     -  12 

-9 

-  13 

4 

2           3 

2 

3 

2 

3           5 

2 

2 

Table  2  of  the  Quintic 
Equations. 
Coefficients  of 


.U 

f        f           ^' 

y,'             1 

1 

11.  Il 

-    4     -    3 

+     3+1 

31 

1 

-  12     -    3 

+     1+5 

41 

1 

-16     +5 

+  21-9 

61 

1 

-  24     -  17 

+  41     -  23 

71 

1 

-  28     +37 

+  35     +     1 
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ON   THE   FLEXURE   AND   EQUILIBRIUM   OF   A   SKEW    SURFACE. 

[From  the  Proceedings  of  the  London  Mathematical  Society,  vol.  xii.  (1881),  pp.  103—108. 
Read  March  10,  1881,] 

The  skew  surface  is  taken  to  be  such  that  the  strip  between  two  consecutive 
generating  lines  is  rigid,  and  that  the  flexure  takes  place  by  the  i-otation  of  the 
strips  about  the  generating  lines  successively.  The  theory  of  the  flexure  is  well  known, 
but  I  am  not  aware  that  the  theory  of  the  equilibrium  of  such  a  surface,  when  acted 
upon  by  any  given  forces,  has  been  considered;  it  is,  however,  a  question  which 
presents  itself  naturally  in  connexion  with  those  relating  to  other  continuous  bodies 
treated  of  in  the  Mdcanique  Analytique,  and  forms  a  good  example  of  the  principles 
made  use  of. 

To  begin  with  the  mechanical  theory :  we  may  regard  the  forces  as  acting  on 
the  generating  lines  regarded  as  material  lines ;  and  if  for  an  element  of  mass  dm, 
coordinates  {sc,  y,  z)  of  a  particular  generating  line  6,  the  forces  parallel  to  the  axes 
are  X',  Y',  Z',  then  the  corresponding  term  in  the  equation  of  equilibrium  is 

S  (X'hx  +  Y'Zy  +  Z'hz)  dm ; 
and  observing  that  there  are  (as  will  afterwards  appear)  five  geometrical  conditions,  which 
I  represent  by  fT,  =  0,   U^  =  0,  ...,  11^  =  0,  the  equation  of  equilibrium  is 

S\(X'Ba:+  ¥'By  +  Z'Sz)dm+  T,SU,+  T,BU,+  T,BU,+  T,BU,  +  T,BU,]  =  0, 
where    T„   T^,  ...,  2*,    are    the    indeterminate    multipliers,   representing   colligation-forces 
which  correspond  to  the  five  geometrical  conditions  respectively. 

Taking  (^,  ij,  i;)  for  the  coordinates  of  a  particular  point  P  on  the  generating 
line ;  p,  q,  r  for  the  cos- inclinations  of  the  line  (whence  JT,  =p^ -l-5^-|-r=  — 1=0  is  one 
of  the  geometrical  relations),  and  p  for  the  distance  of  dm  from  P,  we  have 

a:,    y,    3=   f+    pp,    1}+   pq,    K+   P^, 
Sx,  Sy,  Bz  =  B^  +  pBp,  Br,  +  pBq,  B^+pBr. 
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The  summation  S  extends  fii-st  to  the  different  points  of  the  generating  line,  and 
then  to  the  different  generating  lines ;  applying  it  first  to  the  particular  generating 
line,  we  write 

SX'dm,    SY'dm,    SZ'dm,    SX'pdm,    SY'pdm,    SZ'pdm 
=      X,  Y,  Z,  L.  M,  N, 

where  X,  Y,  Z  ai-c  the  whole  forces,  and  L,  M,  N  the  whole  moments  about  the 
point  P,  for  the  generating  line  6 ;  retaining  the  same  summatory  symbol  S,  as  now 
referring  to  the  different  generating  lines,  the  equation  becomes 

S{XS^+YB7i  +  ZSS  +  ZSp  +  MBq  +  NBr+T^8U,  +  ...  +  T,SU,]  =  0. 

We  have  now  to  consider  the  geometrical  theory  of  the  flexure.  Taking  on  the 
skew  surface  an  arbitrary  curve  cutting  each  generating  line  G  in  a  point  F,  coordinates 
(?,  7),  f).  and  taking  cr  for  the  distance  along  the  curve  of  the  point  P  from  a  fixed 
point  of  the  curve;  also  p,  q,  r,  as  before,  for  the  cos-inclinations  of  the  generating 
line  G,  then  when  the  surfaj^e  is  in  a  detei-minate  state,  ^,  ij,  f,  p,  q,  r  are  given 
functions  of  <7 ;  but  these  functions  vary  with  the  flexure  of  the  surface,  with,  however, 
certain  relations  unaffected  by  the  flexure;  and  the  problem  is  to  find  first  these 
relations.     As  already  mentioned,  one  of  them  is  p^  +  ^+r^  — 1=0. 

Taking  P'  as  the  consecutive  point  on  the  curve,  so  that  the  direction  of  the 
element  PP'  is  that  of  the  tangent  PT  at  P,  it  is  convenient  to  write  I,  m,  n  for 
the  cosine-inclinations  of  the  tangent ;   we  have,  it  is  clear. 


a<r      a<r      da- 

The    conditions    in    order    to    the    rigidity    of    the    strip,    are    that    the    angles     GPP, 
O'PP    (=  180°  -  GTT),    and    the    inclination     G'F    to    GP,    shall    have    given    vahies. 


variable  it  may  be  from  strip  to  strip — that  is,  these  values  must  be  given  functions 
of  0-.  Taking  Z.  GPT  =  /,  the  value  of  G'P'T  can  differ  only  infinitesimally  from  that 
of  GPT,  and  we  take  it  to  be  Q'P'T=  I  -^dtr;  also  the  inclination  GP  to  G'P' 
is  an  infinitesimal,  =  0rf<7 :  we  have  /,  il,  ©  given  functions  of  <r.  It  is  to  be 
remarked  that  these  conditions  imply,  inclination  of  G'P'  to  tangent  plane  GPT  at  P 
has  a  given  value  Ada;  in  fact,  if  through  P  we  draw  a  line  P7  parallel  to  P'G', 
then,  if  P   is   regarded   as   the   centre   of  a    sphere   which    meets   PG,   Py,   PT  in   the 
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points  g,  g',  t  respectively,  we  have  a  spherical  triangle  gg't,  the  sides  of  which  are 
/  —  fldff,  I,  and  &da,  and  of  which  the  perpendicular  g'm  is  =  Ada- ;  we  have  thus 
an   infinitesimal   right-angled   triangle,   the   base   and   altitude    of   which   are   Cldc,   Adtr, 


g  firfc       m  /  ' 

and  the  hypothenuse  is  %diT  \  whence  0^  =  Ii°  +  A^  In  the  case  of  the  developable 
surface  A  =  0  and  %  —  tl.  It  may  be  remarked  that,  when  the  curve  on  the  skew 
surface  is  the  line  of  striction,  we  have  il=0;  in  fact,  taking  P  to  be  on  the  line 
of  striction,  the  line 

qr  —  q'r     rp'  —  r'p     pq'  —  p'q ' 

through  (^,  1),  f)  at  right  angles  to  the  two  generating  lines,  meets  the  consecutive 
generating  line  X,  Y,  Z—^'  +  pp',  ij'  +  pq',  ^' +  pr' ;  and  the  condition  that  this  may 
be  so  is  easily  found  to  be  fi  =  0. 

Take,  for   a   moment,  p',  q',  r'  for   the   cos-inclinations  of  the  consecutive  generating 
line  P'G';   we  have 

Ip   +  mq  +nT  —  cos  /, 

Ip'  -\-  m^'  -I-  nr'  =  cos  (/  —  firfir), 

pp'  -I-  qq'  4-  rj-'  =  cos  %diT ; 

and  then  writing  p',  }',  T'=p-\'dp,  q  +  dq,  r  +  dr,  and  observing  that  the  equation 
p"^  +  q'^  -\-r'^  =  \  gives 

pdp  +  qdq  +  rdr  =  -  ^  {dp''  +  dq^  -I-  dr'), 

these  equations  and  the  before -mentioned  two  equations  become 

{U,)    p'  +  q"-  -f-r'-l  =  0, 

( t^s)     I'p  +  fiq  +  nr  ~  COS  /  =  0, 

(  [/,)     Idp  +  mdq  +  ndr  —  fl  sin  Ida-  -  0, 

(  U,)     dp^  -^dt^  +  dr'  -  ®'da^  =  0, 

which   equations,  considering   therein   I,  m,  n  as   standing   for   their   values   -^ ,  -j-  ,  -^    , 

are  the  geometrical  relations  which  connect  the  six  variables  f,  t;,  f,  p,  q,  r,  considered 
as  functions  of  <7.  And  in  these  equations  /,  il,  ®  denote  given  functions  of  a-, 
invariable  by  any  flexure  of  the  surface. 

To   complete   the   geometrical   theory,  it   is   to   be   observed   that   we   can  by  flexure 
bring  the   generating   lines   of  the    surface   to   be    parallel    to   those   of  any   given   cone 
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C(p.  5.  '>')  =  0,  where  0(p,  q,  r)  denotes  a  homogeneous  function  of  (p,  q,  r).  Hence, 
joining  to  the  foregoing  five  equations  this  new  equation 

0(p,  q,  r)  =  0, 

these  six  equations  determine  f,  v,  ?,  p,  q,  r  as  functions  of  a:  To  make  the 
solution  completely  determinate,  we  have  only  to  assume  for  the  point  P,  which 
corresponds,  say,  to  the  value  a-  —  0,  a  position  in  space  at  pleasure,  and  to  take  the 
corresponding  generating  line  PG  parallel  to  a  generating  line,  at  pleasure,  of  the  cone. 

As   an    example,  writing   7    to    denote    an    arbitrary  constant    angle,  if   the   invariable 
conditions  are 

7  =  7,     ©  =  sin  7,     n  =  0, 
then  the  five  equations  are 

p^+      q^+    r^-        1        =0, 

l'+  m^+  n^-  1  =0, 
Ip  +  mq  +  nr  —  cos  7  =0, 
dp^  +  dq^  +  (?r°  —  sin°  7  d<7^  =  0.. 
Idp  +  mdq  +  ndr  =  0. 


We 

and   secondly 


C(p,   q,   ?-)=p^  + 2^~r^tan^7,  =0; 
0{p,  5,  r)  =  r,  =0. 


Then,  in  the  former  case,  we  find  the  solution 

P,  q.  r  =  —  sin  7  sin  <r,  sin  7  cos  <r,  COS  7; 
^,  ij,  ^=     coso",  sin  (7,  0; 
giving 

X,  y,  «  =  cos  ff  —  p  sin  7  sin  (T,  sincr  +  psin7Coser,  cos  7; 
and  consequently 

a?  -\-  y'^  —  z'^  tan^  7  =  0, 

the  hyperboloid  of  revolution.     And,  in  the  latter  case, 

p,  q,  r  =  cos  (o-  sin  7),  sin  (o-  sin  7),  0, 

^,  t},  ^  =  cot  7  sin  (er  sin  7),  —  cot  7  cos  ((t  sin -y),  o  sin  7, 
that  is, 

ie,  y  =  cot  7  sin  z  +  p  cos  a,  —  cot  7  cos  z  +  psin  z, 
whence 

«  sin  3  —  1/  cos  3  =  cot  7, 

a   skew   helicoid   generated   by   horizontal   tangents   of  the   cylinder  x^  +  y''  =  cot°  7.     This 
is  a  known  deformation  of  the  hyperboloid. 
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Returning  now  to  the  mechanical  problem,  we  have  to  conwider  the  terms 

+  'AS^{P  -^m'+n?-l) 
+  TtS  (Ip  +  mq+nr--  cos  /) 

The  first  teiTQ  gives,  under  the  sign  S, 

T,(pBp  +  qSq  +  rBr).         (*) 
The  second  term  gives,  in  the  first  instance, 

or,  since  in  general 

SQrfSf  -  n"8r  -  ii'gf  +  S  (-  dil .  S^), 

then,  attending  only  to  the  terms  under  the  sign  S,  these  are 


The  third  term  gives 

T,(lSp  +  mSq  +  v£r)        {*) 

+  T,(pU  +  qSm  +  rBn), 
where  the  second  line, 

=  ^'{pd^^  +  qdS7}  +  rdB0, 
attending  only  to  the  terms  under  the  sign  S,  gives 

The  fourth  term  gives 

\da-  d<7  da-        J 

where  the  first  line,  written  under  the  form 

and  attending  only  to  the  terms  under  the  sign  &,  gives 
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the   second   line,   attending   in   like   manner   only   to   the   terms   under    the   sign    S, 


da  ^      d< 

The  fifth  term,  written  under  the  form 


^      da 


<*) 


£(£**^4>«'+£*)'   (•) 

and  attending  only  to  the  terras  under  the  sign  S,  gives 

da     ''  da'    "      da     'da            da     ^  da' 

(*) 

whore   in   each   case    I    have    marked   with    an    asterisk   the   lines 
selves  in  the  final  result. 

vhich    present   them 

Hence,  joining  to  the  foregoing  the  force-terms 

ZSf  +YBv  +  ZB^  +  Up  +  Mhq  +  Mr,        (*) 
and  equating  to  zero  the  coefficients  of  h^,  Sij,  Si^,  8p,  hq,  Br  respectively,  wc  have 


o  =  x        -  :  Tj 


;t,P 

d       dp 
-dJ-d^- 

/l\q 

-±zf. 

dff     dT 

T,r 

d    ,,  dr 

d,^'d,- 

T,l 

-1  T.l   -f  -Af. 
da-               da       da 

l\m 

da     '          da     ^  da' 

T.n 

-,"   T.n   ^^  r.^-r, 
da                da        da 

stand 

for   f.p.f.  the  wkble,  being 

0  =  ^ 

0  =  X  +  r,p 

0  =  .Y  +  T,r 


where   it   will   be   recollected   that   I, 

^>  V'  K>  P>  ?.  ^1  ^'id  a.  The  elimination  of  Tt,  T^,  ...,  T^  ffom  the  six  equations 
should  lead  to  a  relation  between  |,  ij,  ^,  p,  q,  r,  which,  with  the  foregoing  five 
relations,  would  determine  the  six  variables  |,  i},  ^,  p,  q,  r  in  terms  of  a. 

In  particular,  the  forces  and  moments  X,  Y,  Z,  L,  M,  N  may  all  of  them 
vanish;  assuming  that  T-i,  T^,  ...,T^  do  not  all  of  them  vanish,  we  still  have  the 
sixth  relation,  which  (with  the  foregoing  five  relations)  detennines  |,  jj,  f,  p,  q,  r  in 
terms  of  a]  and  it  is  to  be  remarked  that  the  problem  in  question,  of  the  figure 
of  equilibrium  of  the  skew  surface  not  acted  upon  by  any  forces,  is  analogous  to 
that  of  the  geodesic  line  in  space ;  only  whilst  here  the  solution  is,  curve  a  straight 
line,  the  solution  for  the  case  of  the  skew  surface  depends  upon  equations  of  a 
complex  enough  form ;  in  the  case  of  the  developable  surface,  the  required  figure  is 
of  course  the  piano. 
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766. 

ON    THE    GEODESIC    CURVATURE    OF    A    CURVE    ON    A 
SURFACE. 


[From  the  Proceedings  of  the  London  Mathematical  Society,  vol,  xii.  (1881),  pp.  110 — 117. 
Read  April  14,  1881.] 

Theue  is  contained  in  Lionvillc's  Note  II.  to  his  edition  of  Monge's  Application 
de  VAnalyse  d>  la  GeomHrie  (Paris,  1850),  see  pp.  574  and  575,  the  following 
formula, 

l__di  1       dG       .      J^ dE  .    . 

p~     ds'^^G^E  dw  ""^^ ^     IE  VG  dv  ^'" *' 


which  gives  the  radius  of  geodesic  curvature  of  a  curve  upon  a  surface  when  the 
position  of  a  point  on  the  surface  is  defined  by  the  parameters  u,  v,  belonging  to 
a   system   of  orthotomic   curves;    or,   what   is   the   same   thing,   such   that 

ds^  =  Edv?  +  Gdv''. 

Writing  with  Gauss  p,  q  instead  of  )(,  v,  I  propose  to  obtain  the  corresponding  formula 
in  the  genera!  case  where  the  parameters  p,  g  are  such  that 

d'i'^Edp'  +  IFdpdq  +  Gdq\ 

I  call  to  mind  that,  if  PQ,  PQ'  are  equal  infinitesimal  arcs  on  the  given  curve 
and  on  its  tangent  geodesic,  then  the  radius  of  geodesic  curvature  p  is,  by  definition, 
a  length  p  such  that  2p .  QQ'  =  PQ'.  More  generally,  if  the  curves  on  the  surface 
are  any  two  curves  which  touch  each  other,  then  p  as  thus  determined  is  the  radius 
of  relative  curvature  of  the  two  curves. 

41—2 
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The  notation  is  that  of  the  Memoir,  "  Disquisitiones  generales  circa  aiipei"ficiGB 
curvas "  (1827),  Gauss,  Werke,  t.  III. ;  see  also  my  paper  "  On  geodesic  lines,  in 
particular  those  of  a  quadric  surface,"  Proc.  Lond.  Math.  Society,  t.  iv.  (1872), 
pp.  191—211,  [508];  and  Salmon's  Solid  Geometry,  3rd  ed.,  1874,  pp.  251  et  seq. 
The  coordinates  (x,  y,  s)  of  a  point  on  the  surface  are  taken  to  be  functions  of 
two  independent  parameters  p,  q ;   and  we  then  write 

dw  +  ld'a;=  adp  +  a'dq  +  ^  {adp'' +  2a'  dpdq  +  </' dq^), 

dy  +  ^<Py  =  bdp  +  b'dq  +  i  {^dp^  +  2^'dpdg  +  ^'dq% 

dz  +  ^d-s  =  cdp+  c'dg  +  ^  {ydp^  +  2y'dpdg+  y"  dq''): 

£,  F,  G=a'  +  if  +  c\     aa-^bb'+cc;    of' +  b"' +  c" ;     r'  =  EG-F'': 

and  therefore 

(Is^  =  Bdp^  +  2Fdpdq  +  Gdq\ 

where  E,  F,  G  are  regarded  as  given  functions  of  p  and  q. 

To  determine  a  curve  on  the  surface,  we  establish  a  relation  between  the  two 
parameters  p,  q,  or,  what  is  the  same  thing,  take  p,  g  to  be  functions  of  a  single 
parameter  6 ;  and  we  write  as  usual  p',  p",  q',  etc.,  to  denote  the  differential 
coefficients    of   p,   q,   etc.,   in    regard    to   8;    we   write   also   E^,   E^,   etc.,   to   denote   the 

differential   coefficients   -;— ,    t— ,    etc.      In    the    first    instance,    6    is    taken    to    be    an 
dp      dq 

arbitrary  parameter,  but   we   afterwards   take   it   to   be   the   length   s   of  the   curve   from 

a  fixed  point  thereof. 

First  formula  for  the  radius  of  relative  curvature. 

Consider  any  two  curves  touching  at  the  point  P,  coordinates  (x,  y,  z)  which 
are  regarded  as  given  functions  of  (p,  q);  where  {p,  q)  are  for  the  one  curve  given 
functions,  and  for  the  other  curve  other  given  functions,  of  6. 

The  coordinates  of  a  consecutive  point  for  the  one  curve  are  then 

x+dx-^\d^x,     y  +  dy  +  ^d'y,     z  +  dz+  ^d's, 
where 

dp  -  p'dd  +  }^p"d8\     dq  =  q'dd  +  ^fdd" : 

hence  these  coordinates  are 

X  +  {ap'  +  a'q')  de  +  ^  (ap'-  +  2a'p  V  +  a"q^)  d&'  +  ^  {ap"  +  a'q")  d&-, 

and  for  the  other  curve  they  are  in   like  manner 

X  +  (ap  +  a'q') de  +  ^  (ap''  +  ia'p'q'  +  a."q"')  d&'  +  l  (aP"  +  a'Q")  d8\ 
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the  only  difference  being  in  the  terms  which  contain  the  second  ditferential  coeificients, 
jl\  5"  for  the  first  curve,  and  P",  Q"  for  the  second  curve.  Hence  the  differences 
of  the  coordinates  are 

4  \a  {f  -  P")  +  «:  (if  -  Q")l  dO-,     i  {*  (f  -  P')  +  6'  <9"  -  e")l  i», 

iic(3,"-P-)  +  c'(s"-e")|<J9'. 

and  consequently  the  distance  QQ'  of  the  two  consecutive  points  Q.  Q'  is 

=  i  V(B7P7(J5])"  -  PT?"  ~Wf  i^: 

The  squared  arc  F(^  is 

-(£,  F,  GJj>',  qjd»'; 

and  hence,  if  as  before  2p.QQf  =  IV,  that  is.   --2QQ'+PQ;  then 


1  _  -JjE,  F,  G jjy"  -  PC" j"  -  0")' 

f,  (E,  f:  G-ip;  qy'"""  • 

the  required  formula  for  p. 

Second  formula  for  the  radiums  of  relative  cui-vature. 
We   now   take   the   variable   $   to   be   the   length   s   of  the   curve   measured   from 
fixed  point  thereof,  so  that  p,  p",  etc.  denote  -^ ,    ,^,  etc.     We  have  therefore 


ind  the  formula  becomes 


-  =  ^{E,  F,  (i^p"-F',  q"-Q"f. 
9 

But,  differentiating  the  above  equation  as  regards  the  curve,  we  find 

0  =  2(£,  F,  G\p',  g'5p",  q")+{E.  F.  G^p,  qf, 

where  E,  F,  G  are  used   to   denote   the   complete   differential   coefficients  E^p'  +  E^cf,  etc. 
And  similarly,  differentiating  in  regard  to  the  tangent  geodesic,  we  obtain 

0=2(E,  F,  G\p',  5'5P",  Q:')  +  {E,  F,  ffjj)',  q'f; 

and  hence,  taking  the  difference  of  the  two  equations, 

o^(E,  F,  G'^p,  (^w-p'-  f-Q"y 

Hence,  in  the  equation  for  -,  the  function  under  the  radical  sign  may  be  written 
(E,   F,  Gfp',  qy.(E.  F,   G\p"-P",  q"^qj-\(E,  F,  G\p,  q%p"-P",  q"  -  0")]'- 
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which  is  identically 

=  {EG  -  f 0  W  iq"  -  Q")  -  q'  ip"  -  P")Y. 

Hence,  extracting  the  square  root,  and  for  'JE(j-~F''  writing  V,  we  have 

i-Fiy'(5"-l3")-,'(p"-P")|, 
or  say 

\-V  (pY  -  qp")  -Vip'Q"-  q'P"). 
which  is  the  new  formula  for  the  radius  of  relative  curvature. 

Foi-inula  for  the  radius  of  geodesic  curvature. 

In  the  paper  "On  Geodeeic  Lines,  etc.,"  p.  195,  [vol,  viii.  of  this  Collection,  p.  160], 
writing  EG-F^=  V\  and  P",  Q"  in  place  of  p".  q",  the  differential  equation  of  the 
geodesic  line  is  obtained  in  the  form 

{Ep-  +  Fg')  {(2  J-,  -  E,)  p'-'  +  1G^p-<i  +  G4^\ 

-  (Fp  +  Gq')  {E,p'^  4-  2E,p'q'  +  (2Fs  -  G.)  q'^] 

or,  denoting  by  il  the  first  two  lines  of  this  equation,  we  have 


;  foregoing  equation  gives  therefore,  for  the  radius  of  geodesic  curvature, 

\-V{pY-p"q)^\^< 

which  is  an  expresjsion  depending  onlj  upon  p',  q',  the  first  differential  coefficients 
(common  to  the  curve  and  geodesic),  and  on  p",  q",  the  second  differential  coefficients 
"    '  to  the  curve. 


Observe  that  ii  is  a  cubic  function  of  p',  g' :   we  have 
fl  =  (9(,  ©,  e,  "Sf^^p',  q'y, 
the  values  of  the  coefficients  being 

n  =  2EF,-    EE,-   FE„ 
©  =  2EG,  +  2FF^  -  ZFE^  -    GE, , 
g=    EG^  +  ^FG,-2FF,-2GE\, 
X)-    FG.,-2GF^+   GG,. 
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The  Special  Curves,  p  =  comtant  and  q  =  constant. 

Consider   the  curve  p  =  const.     For  this  curve  p'  =  0,  p"  =  0;   therefore  also  G^^^l, 
and,  if  R  be  the  radius  of  geodesic  curvature,  then 


p-f^!'-. 


Similarly    for    the    curve    5  =  const.      Here   ^'  =  0,   (/'=();    therefore   Ep'^  —  l,   and,   if  S 
be  the  radius  of  geodesic  curvature,  then 


!*>./.'.  =1- 


).%' 


"  V  E^E' 


These    values    of   R    and    S    are    interesting    for    their   own   sakes,  and    they    will    be 
introduced   into   the   expression    for   the   radius   of  geodesic   curvature   p   of   the 


Tramsformed  Formula  for  the  Radius  of  Geodesic  Om-vature. 
wo  have 


R'  8 

1      q'  V?     p'  V-^' 
P 
where  the  term  in   (  j  in 


WG     pWl^'      jr,   -  »       "  '■.  ,    Hn      51    ,     2)   ,1 


Slp'^  -^p'  +  Sp'V  +  6p'?'^  +  2)3'"  - 


The  terms  in  51  arc 
and  those  in   fE'  arc 

=  -  2  ?'  (1  -  G'l").    =  - 1 '/  (W  +  2-FjjY). 

Hcrice  the  whole  expression  contains  the  factor  p'q',  and  is,  in  feet, 

or  substituting  for  3[,  33,  (J,  5)  their  values,  this  is 

=  P'q'  {p'  (-  GE>  +  ^G,  +  ^^■^'  -  2FF,  -  FE,  +  2EF,  -  ^^"j 

+  q'  (-  QE,  +  EG-,  -  ^^  +  2FF,  +  FG,  -  2GF,  +  '^-^)\  , 
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say  this  is 

and  the  formula  thus  is 

Taking   i^,   6   to   be   the   inclination  of  the  curve  to  the  curves  q  =  const.,  p  =  const., 
respectively,  and  (a{=^  +  6)  the  inclination  of  these  two  curves  to  each  other,  then 

^      Fp'+Gq'              a      W-^^4  ^ 

cos  <6  =  -- ■ —  ,     cos  y  =    — ,     cos  a>  =  -r^= , 

^         VG  V-S  -J  Ed 

sm  A  =  ^^  ,  sin  ^  =  -i  ,  sin  M  =  -;-— - ; 

n$ 


hence  -.- — —pW^, 


-  —  q'^G,  and  the  formula  may  also  be  written 

in  fl    1        sin  li  1         ^r ,     .   „  -.  m        ^     <   >  /r    ■   .    tit  '\ 


The  OHkotomic  Case  F  =  0,  or  (fo=  =  Edj?"  +  Gdq\ 

The  formula  becomes  in  this  case  much  more  simple.     We  have 

l  =  £p'=  +  G5^     V  =  '/EG,     01  =  90°,     sinfl  =  eos0; 

and   the   term   Lp'  +  Mq'   becomes   =EG-  EG,  if,   as   before,  E,  G   denote   the   complete 
differential  coeiScients  E^p'  +  E.^q'  and  G,p'  +  G^q'.     The  formula  then  is 

1      COB  <6      sin  (A       ,-,    ,  „        "  '\  ,   i  ,  vn      i?ri\ 
-jl    -  --^^^^Pl   -pq)  +  Y{EG-EG), 

1  _  

S   ^'*    "'*''■    '~G^/E   """    E^JG' 

— ,   ,^  ,  and  thence 

q  VG 

=  -  V{p'q"-p"q)  -  ip'?'  (EG  -  EG)  ; 
or  the  formula  finally  is 


which  is  Liouville's  formula  referred  to  at  the  beginning  of  the  present  paper.  It 
will  be  recollected  that  <^'  is  the  differential  coefficient  -~  with  respect  to  the  arc  s 
of  the  curve. 
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Addition. — Since   the   foregoing  paper   was   written,  I   have   succeeded   in   obtaining 
a  like  interpretation  of  the  tenn 

y{pY-'p"q')+  fp'q'{Lp-  +  Mq'), 

which  belongs  to  the  general  case.  I  find  that  these  terms  are,  in  fact,  =  —  i^  +  m^p' ; 
or,  what  is  the  same  thing  (since  m  =  0  +  ^  and  therefore  a),p'  +  w^'  =  ^  +  p),  are 
=  6  —  Ms}'.  It  will  be  recollected  that  tj)  is  the  inclination  of  the  curve  to  the  curve 
q~c,  which  passes  through  a  given  point  of  the  curve,  ^  is  the  variation  of  <fi 
corresponding  to  the  passage  to  the  consecutive  point  of  the  curve,  viz.,  0  +  ^ds  is 
the  inclination  at  this  consecutive  point  to  the  cuiTe  q^'O  +  dc,  which  passes  through 
the  consecutive  point ;  a  is  the  inclination  to  each  other  of  the  curves  p  =  b,  q  =  c, 
which  pass  through  the  given  point  of  the  curve,  (Oi  the  variation  corresponding  to 
the  passage  along  the  curve  q  —  c,  viz.,  w  +  w^ds  is  the  inclination  to  each  other  of 
the  curves  p  =  b-\-dh,  q  —  c;   and  the  like  as  regards  0  and  to^. 

For  the  demonstration,  we  have,  as  above, 

0  =  tan~'  „  ,      -  , ,     o)  =  tan  '  „ , 
^  Fp'  +  Gq  F' 

where 

and  moreover  Bp"' +  2Fp'q' +  Gq'-  =  1.     In  virtue  of  this  last  equation, 

VY'  +  (Fp'  +  Gqy  =  G; 
and  we  have 

i>=-V  (p'q"  -  p"q')  +qO, 
where 

n=(Fp'+Gq)p'V-  Vp'(Fp'  +  6q'); 
or,  since  V  =  EG-F\  and  thence  2VV=GE-2FF -¥  EG.  we  have 

a  =  ^'  \{Fp'  +  Gq-)  {GE - 2FF+  EG) -2 {EG- F') (^p'  +  Gq% 

Substituting  herein  for  E,  F,  G  their  values  E,p'  +  E^q',  F,p'  +  F^',  G^p'  +  Ga^',  the 
term  in  {  |  becomes 

=  Ipj'-'  +  Jp'q  +  K<^\ 
where 

/  =  FGE,  -  2EGF,  +  EFGj , 

J  =  G'E,  -  2FGF,  +  {~EG+  2F^)  G,  +  FGE,  -  2EGF,  +  EFG„ 

K  =  G'E^  -  2FQF,  +  (-EG+  2F')  G,. 

V      . 
But  from  the  equation  to  =  tan  '  -p ,  differentiating  in  regard  to  p,  we  obtain 
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or,  for  p  writing 

y'  (Ef''  +  iFp'q'  +  Of).    -  Ep'  (p"  +  2  -J  pV  +  |  }'■)  , 
we  have 

^  -  a,y  =  -  F(p¥'  -  p"i)  +  ^  W  +  -fpY  +  -f ?'') 

The  terms  in  p'^  destroy  each  other,  and  the  form  thus  is 

+  -»,/  =  -  Vip'q"  -  f<D  -  ip'<f  {Lp'  +  Mq-}, 
where 

and,  upon  substituting  herein  for  /,  J,  K  their  values,  we  find 

L  =  -GE,+  EG,  +  ~!f'  -  2FF,  -  FE,  +  ^EF,  -  ^^ , 

M  = 

viz.,  these  are  the  vahies  denoted  above  by  the  same  letters  L,  M.  Thie  final  result 
thus  is 

p         K  is  T  r 

=   «-»,?■, 

where  the  meanings  of  the  symbols  have  been  already  explained.  A  formula  sub- 
stantially equivalent  to  this,  but  in  a  different  (and  scai-ccly  properly  explained) 
notation,  is  given,  Aoust,  "Th^orie  des  coordonn^es  eurvilignes  quelconques,"  AnnaM 
di  Matem.,  t.  ii.  (1868),  pp.  39—64;  and  I  was,  in  fact,  led  thereby  to  the  foregoing 
further  investigation. 

As  to  the  definition  of  the  radius  of  geodesic  curvature,  I  remark  that,  for  a 
curve  on  a  given  surface,  if  PQ  be  an  infinitesimal  are  of  the  curve,  then  if 
from  Q  we  let  fall  the  perpendicular  QM  on  the  tangent  plane  at  P  (the  point 
M  being  thus  a  point  on  the  tangent  FT  of  the  curve),  and  if  from  M,  in  the 
tangent  plane  and  at  right  angles  to  the  tangent,  we  draw  MN  to  meet  the 
osculating  plane  of  the  curve  in  N,  then  MN  is  in  fact  equal  to  the  infinitesimal 
arc  QQ'  mentioned  near  the  beginning  of  the  present  paper,  and  the  radius  of  geodesic 
curvature  p  is  thus  a  length  such  that  Ip.MN^PQ'. 
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ON  THE  GAUSSIAN  THEORY  OF  SURFACES. 


[From  the  Proceedings  of  the  London  Mathematical  Society,  vol.  xii,  (1881),  pp.  187 — 192. 
Read  June  9,  1881.] 

In  the  Memoir,  Bour,  "Th^oric  de  la  deformation  des  surfaces"  (Jour,  de  I'Sc. 
Polyt.,  Cah.  39  (1862),  pp.  1 — 148),  the  author,  working  with  the  form  d^^di^  +  gHv!' 
as  a  special  case  of  Gavtss's  formula  ds^  —  Edp^  +  2Fdpdq  +  Od<f,  obtains  (p.  29)  the 
following  equations  which  he  calls  fundamental : — 

\g  dv 

m k.^-^.=^ 


\d.  Tg^        dH, 


+  g 


du 


where  ffi  is  written  to  denote  -^ ,  and  where  (see  p.  26) 

if   is   the   curvature   of  the   normal  section  containing  the  tangent  to  the  curve 

V  =  constant. 
Hi   is   the   curvatui*   of  the   normal   section   at    right   angles   to   the   preceding, 

containing  the  tangent  to  the  (geodesic)  curve  u  —  constant, 
T  is  the  torsion  of  the  same  geodesic  curve ; 
or,   what   is   the   same   thing  (see   p.   25),   the    quadric    equation    for    the    determination 
of  the  principal  radii  of  curvature  at  the  point  of  the  surface  is 


f},-")^-"')-''"''- 
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Writing    for    greater    convenience   K    in    place    of   the    suffixed    letter  ffi,   also    V 
instead  of  g,  so  that  the  differential  fonnula  is  ds"^  =  dv''  +  Vdii?,  the  equations  become 

\du         dv  dv 


or,   if  we   use   the   suffix   1    to  denote   differentiation   in    regard   to   v,  and    the   suffix   2 
to  denote  differentiation  in  regard  to  u,  then  the  equations  are 

-^  =  7=  -  HK, 
T,^{HV\-KV,  =  0, 

or,  what  is  the  same  thing, 

V^,=  V{T'-HK), 

T,Y+'iTV-,  +  K^  =0. 

I  wish  to  show  how  these  formulEe  connect  themselves  with  formula  belonging 
to  the  general  form  dsf  =  Edp^  +  2Fdpdq  +  Gdq\  These  involve  not  only  Gauss's  coefficients 
E,  F,  G,  but  also  the  coefficients  E',  F',  G'  belonging  to  the  inflexional  tangents ; 
and,  for  convenience,  I  quote  the  system  of  definitions,  Salmon's  Geometry  of  Three 
Dimensions,  3rd  ed.,  1874,  p.  251,  viz. 

dx,  dy,  dz  —  adp  +  a'dq,     bdp  +  h'dq,     cdp  +  c'dq ; 

d'^x  =  adp^  +  ^a'dpdq  +  a"dq^, 

^y  =  ^dj^  +  l^dpdq  +  ^'d<^, 

d?z  =  '^dp'^  +  2ydpdq  +  '■f'd'f ; 

A,B,G=hc'~}>c,     ca'~c'a,     ab'-a'b;     V-'  =  EG-F-'; 

E'  =  AcL  +  B^  +  Cy,     F'  -  Aa'  +  B0'  +  Cy,     G'  =  Ai"  +  B8"  +  Cy", 

so  that  E',  F',  G'  are,  in  lact,  the  determinants 

b  ,     c     \. 
h'  ,     c-    \ 
a",     ^',     7"  I 
The  eq\iation  for  the  determination  of  the  principal  radii  of  curvature  is 
(E'f  -  EY)iG'p  -  OVy-iF'f-FYf-O, 


b  .    c      ,     la,     b  , 
b'.     C  I  a',     b', 
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which,  in  the  particular  case  F=0  (and  therefore  V^  =  EG),  becomes 

{E-p  -  EV)  (G'p  -  GV)  -  F'Y  =  0, 
or,  as  this  may  be  written, 

\.f   Ev)\p    or)   sov    ■ 

an  equation  which  corresponds  with  Bour's  form 

and  becomes  identical  with  it,  if 

E'^EVK,    G'  =  GVB,    F'=-V^T. 

But,  making  p,  q  correspond  to  Bour's  variables,  p  to  v,  and  q  to  u,  it  is 
necessary  to  show  that  the  foregoing  values  (and  not  the  interchanged  values 
E'=GVn,  G'  =  EVK)  are  the  correct  ones.     We  have,  Salmon,  p.  254. 

|]       dq,     pE'-VE,     pF'-VF\\  =  0; 
II  -  dp,     pF'  -  VF,     pG'  -  VG  il 
or,  putting  herein  ^"=0,  the  equations  may  be  written 

^-K{^  -Z^\~^  -fi-Y^) 
-dp~F'V      pE-J      0'  ■  \        pG'J' 

or,   we    see    that    to    dq^O    con'esponds    the    value    -=-p-^,   and   to  dp=0   the   value 

-  =  7,-^ .      Hence   the   former   of   these   values   of  -   corresponds    to   Bour's   du  —  0,   that 
p     <xv  p 

is,   to   his    -^K\    and    the    latter    to    Bour's    dv^d,    that    is,    to    his   -  =  H;    or    the 

P  P 

values  are,  as  stated, 

E'=EVK.    G'^GYH. 

The  formula  ds^  =  Edp'  4-  2Fdpdq  +  Gdq-  agrees  with  Bour's  ds''  =  dv^+  g''di.i-,  if 
p  =  u,  q  =  v,  E=l,  F  —  0,  G  =  g\  With  these  values,  V  =  EG  —  F^  =  g^,  or  say  ^=  F, 
and  Bour's  equation  is,  as  it  was  before  written,  d^  =  dv'^  +  V^du^.  And  we  have  to 
find  the  three  equations  which,  putting  therein  p=u,  q  =  v,  E=l,  F=0,  G  =  V^, 
E'  =  VK,  F'  =  —  V'T,  G'  =  V^M,  reduce  themselves  to  Bour's  equations. 

The  first  of  these  is  nothing  else  than  the  equation  for  the  measure  of  curvature, 
viz,  Salmon,  p.  262  (but,  using  the  suffixes  1  and  2  to  denote  differentiation  in 
regard  to  p  and  q  respectively),  this  is 

4  (E'G'  - F'-')  =     E  {E.G.,  -  2F,  G,  +  G^') 

4  F  (E,G,  -  E,G,  -  tE,F,  +  iF,F,-  2F,G,) 
+  G(E,G,-2E,F.,  +  Ei) 
-2{EG-  F-')  (E.^  -  2F,^  +  (?„). 
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In   fact,   writing   herein   E=l,  F=0,   and    therefore    the    differential    coefficients    of   E 
and  F  each  =0,  the  equation  becomes 


which  is 

or  iinally  it  is 


4-{E'G'-F'')  =  G,'-2GG,,, 
WHHK-T')  -  {2VV,y-  2F^ (2F;^+  2FF„),  =  - ^V'V,,  ■ 


The    other    two    of    Bour's    equations     are     derived     from     equations     which     give 
respectively  the  values  of  E^-F^   and  F^J-Gi';   viz.  starting  from  the  equations 

E'  =  Aci   +B^   +Gy  , 

F=Aa'  +B^'  +Cy, 

G'  =  Aa"  +  Bff"  +  Gy", 

we  see  at  once  that  -£V  and  F^'  contain,  E.f  the  terms  Aa^  +  B^^+Cy^,  and  F,'  the 
terms  A(ti' +  B0,' +  Cyi ,  which  are  equal  to  each  other  (<L.  =  a,'  since  a  and  a'  are 
the  differential  coefficients  x„,  aju  of  a:,  and  so  ^j^A'  and  72  =  71')-     Hence 


and  similarly 


E^'  -  F,'  =  A,a  +  B,0  4  C,y  -  A,a'  -  A/3'  -  G,y' ; 
A,a"  ~  B,ff"  -  G,j". 


F.:-G;  =  A,a'  +  BS'  +  C, 
Here,  from  the  values  of  ^,  B,  C,  we  have 


G  —ab'  —  ba' 
,  substituting,  we  find 


A,  =  0c'  -  yb'  +  by  -  c0  ;  A.,  -  jB'c'  -  y'h'  +  hy"  -  c/3"  ; 
A  =  7tt'  —  ac'  +  ca'  —  (17' ;  B..  —  y'a'  —  a'c'  +  ca"  —  ay" ; 
C,  =  ab'  -  /Sffl'  +  tt;8'  -  U ;     C,  =  «'&'  -  /3'a'  +  «^"  -  &a" ; 


2(t'a. 


-^s'  —  (ri'=  —  2aa'a"  - 
if,  for  shortness,  a'aa'  denotes  the  determinant 

V,    s. 

"',   1, 

and  50  for  the  other  like  symbols.     Observe  that,  with 


*,     4', 
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we  have  in  all  10  determinants,  viz,  these  are  aa'a,  =  E' ;  aa'tt,  =F';  aa'a.">  =6'; 
Ka'a";  and  the  six  determinants  cMa',  oa'a",  aa"a;  aW.  aVa",  (i'a"a.  The  foregoing 
expressions  oi  E^  —  Fj  and  F^—G-^  respectively,  substituting  therein  for  the  determinants 


equations.     We  have 


their   values   as   about   to    be    obtained,   are    the    required    two 


(ta  +bh    +  cc    ^E,  ua'  +  W    +  cc'    =  F, 

a'a  +  h'b  +  i^c  =  F,  aV  +  h'b'  +  i^a'  =  G, 

OCT   +/36   +7C    =^.^1,  na'   +  ^b'   +70'    =F,~^£„ 

a'ci  +;3'6  +7'c  =^,^2,  aV  +(3'i'  +  7'c'  =i(?i, 

a"<»  +  /3"6  +  7"c  =  f ,  -  i  0, ,     oV  +  «"()'  +  7'V  -  i  G, ; 

and    if    from    the    tiist    five    equations,    regarded    as    equations   linear  in   (a,   b,   c),   we 

eliminate    these   quantities,   and   from   the   second   five   equations. 


(»',  V, 


'egarded   as    linear    in 
c'),  we  eliminate  these  quantities,  we  obtain  two  sets  each  of  five  equations, 

0,   and   I'   a,    a',  a,        a',      a"    !|  =  0. 


V, 


F,     iE„     iE„ 
These  may  be  written. 
Fa 


b,     V, 


f!, 


a"  -  iJiiii 
&«'«"  + Ji',11 
Ea'a'a"-  Fa 
Edd'a.  -Fa 
Ea'cc  d  -    F  a 


-  tjE.dd 
h^E.ad 

^^E,0■■ 

-iE,g' 
HE,F'- 


I!  F,    G,    F,-iE„    ift.    je, 

»-(*■=- J  G.)«'«"'-C. 
,+(F,-iG,)am'  =0, 
■(F,-iG,)F'  -0, 
■(F,-iG,)E'  -0, 
iE.E'         =0; 


Gad  a"  - 
-  Fa  d  a"  - 
Fdda" 
Fa'd'a 
Fda  a 


iE,)dda"-iG,ddt, 
i&)i>«'n"  +  iG,on"a         H 
e    add'  +  iG,G 
G    ad'a  -(F,-iE,)ffA 
G    aad  +(F,-  iE,)  F'  - 


iG.d'aa 

iG.F' 
iO._E 
iG,E 


-0. 


Attending   in   each   set   only   to   the    third,   fourth,   and    fifth    equations,   and    combining 

these  in  paiiB,  we  obtain 

Vada"  +  {    iFG,-FF,+  iEG,)F'  +  (-iEG,+  iFE,)  G' -  0, 

V'a'da"  +  i    iGG,-0F,+  iFG,)F'  +  (-iF6,  +  i0E.}  G'-O; 

V'ad'a  +  {-IFE,  +  EF, -  jEE.)  G'  +  (-  iFG,  +  FF, - iEO,) E  =  0, 
V-dd'a  +{-iaE,  +  FF,-iFE,)G'  +  (-iGG,  +  GF,~iFG,)E'=0; 
V'aad+(    iEGt-iFE,)  E'  +  (    iFE,-EF,  +  iEE^F'^0, 


V-da 


¥{    iFG,-iGE,) 


£■  +  (    iOE,-FF,  +  iFE,)F'-0. 


Hosted  by 


Google 


336  ON    THE    GAUSSIAN    THEORY   OF   SURFACES.  [767 

We  thus  obtain 

£,'-f,'  =  -?i((  -iFg,  +  iGE,)E'  +  {-ieE,  +  FF,   -  ^FF,)  r\ 

+  'pif(    iFE,-   i:F,  +  iEE,}e'  +  (    iFG,-FF,   +iE(l,)E'\. 

f;  -  a;  =  ^,  ((  I-Fg,  -  ff,  +  iEs,)  r  +  (         -  iEo,  +  ^fe,)  &] 

+  ^,  ((-ie.B,+   FF,~l,FE,)a'  +i^iGa,  +  GF,    -iFG,)E'\; 
or,  finally, 

E,' - F,' -  j.,l(- iFG,  +  OE,- FF,  +  iEG,) E' 

+  (-  GE,  +  2W,  -  FF,)  F'  +  dFE,  -  EF,  +  iEE,)  e'|, 
F^-G,'=  y-,l{-iGG,  +  GF,-iFG,)E' 

+  {FG,  -  2FF,  +  EG,)  *"  +  (- 1 S-B,  +  FF,  -EG,  +  i  FE,)  G",. 

which   are   the   required   formulas ;   and  which  may,  I  think,  be  regarded  as  ne%v  formulse 
in  the  Gaussian  theory  of  surfaces. 

Writing  herein  as  before,  the  first  of  these  becomes 

(Fjr),+  (FT),=  i  (i(F>),FXJ,  -F^, 

that  is, 

r,K  +  VK,  +  V^T,  +  2  VV,T  =  V^K ; 
or  finally 

which  is  Bour's  third  equation.     And  the  second  equation  becomes 

-  ( V'T),  -  ( v'H\ =~[~^y'{  y%  y^ + <  v%  (-  v^t)  -  (  y%  v---'H\  , 

that  is, 

-  VT^-IVV^T-  V'H, -3V'V^H=-  V'V,K~  2VV,T-2V'V,H; 
or  finally 

T,+  VB,  +  (R-K)V,  =  Q, 

which  is  Bour's  second  equation. 
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NOTE    ON    LANDEN'S    THEOREM. 


[From  the  Proceedings  of  the  London  Mathematical  Society,  vol.  xiii.  (1882),  pp.  47,  48. 
Read  November  10,  1881.] 

Landek's  theorem,  as  given  in  the  paper  "An  Investigation  of  a  General  Theorem 
for  finding  the  length  of  any  Arc  of  any  Conic  Hyperbola  by  means  of  two  Elliptic 
Arcs,  with  some  other  new  and  useful  Theorems  deduced  therefrom,"  Phil.  Trans., 
t.  Lxv.  (1775),  pp.  283—289,  is,  as  appears  by  the  title,  a  theorem  for  finding  the 
length  of  a  hyperbolic  arc  in  terms  of  the  length  of  two  elliptic  area;  this  theorem 
being  obtained  by  means  of  the  following  differential  identity,  viz.,  if 


Vs^ 


»«!■' 


(this  is  exactly  Landen's  form,  except  that  he  of  course  writes  iS,  i  in  place  of  dx, 
dt  respectively):  viz.,  integrating  each  side,  and  interpreting  geometrically  in  a  very 
ingenious  and  elegant  manner  the  three  integrals  which  present  themselves,  he  arrives 
at  his  theorem  for  the  hyperbolic  arc;   but  with  this  I  am  not  now  concerned. 

Writing    for    greater    convenience    m=l,   n  =  k',   and    therefore    g^k',   if   as    usual 
lc^+k'^=l,  the  transformation  is 


43 
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leading  to 

The    form    in    ■which    the    transfonnation    is    usitally    employed    (see    my    Elliptic 
Functions,  pp.  177,  178)  is 

leading  to 

{l+lif)dx d^ 

'Ji-x^.i-k'^  "  Vi-2/s.i-xy ' 

where 

If,    to    identify    the    two    forms,    we    write    y  =  -  _  ■, -,    and    in    the    last    equation 
introduce  t  in  place  of  ^/,  the  last  equation  becomes 
dx  dt 


Vl  -  ar".  1  -  A^af^      V{(1  -  kj  -  V]  1(1  +  Mf  -  (=} 
Comparing   with   Landen's   form,   in   order   that   the   two   may  be  identical,  ' 


7^  s  (i ,  1  /(I  -  ^y  -  f' ,  1  /(I + ^y  -  *'l 


<V(i-i-')'-i^V(i  +  i-7-i^ 


viz.,  this  j 
that  is, 


1  -  ^=3^  =  ^  [V(l  -  kJ  -  i"  +  V(l  +  ^)=  -  PY 


\-k'x'  =  l{l+k^'~t■'  +  ^l[{l-ky-t■'\{{l+hJ-m 
where  the  function  under  the  radical  sign  is 

(1  -  ky  -  2  (1  +  P)  f+  f(=  T  suppose) ; 
and  this  must  consequently  be  a  form  of  the  original  integral  equation 

In   fact,   squaring   and   solving  in   regard   to   of-   with   the   assumed   sign 
we  have 
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correspouding  to  an  equation  given  by  Landen.     And  we  thence  have 

which  is  the  required  expression  for  1  —  ^a?'. 

The  trigonometrical  form  sin  (20'  —  i^)  =  o  sin  0  of  the  relation  between  y  and  x 
does  not  occur  in  Landen;  it  is  employed  by  Legendre,  I  believe,  in  an  early  paper, 
MSm.  de  VAcad.  de  Paris,  1786,  and  in  the  Exerdees,  1811,  and  also  in  the  TraiU 
des  Fonctioris  Elliptiqaes,  1825,  and  by  means  of  it  he  obtains  an  expression  for  the 
are  of  a  hyperbola  in  terms  of  two  elliptic  functions,  E(.c,  4>),  E(o',  <p'),  showing  that 
the  arc  of  the  hyperbola  is  expressible  by  means  of  two  elliptic  arcs, — this,  he  observes, 
"  est  le  beau  th^reme  dont  Landen  a  enrichi  la  g4om^trie."  We  have,  then  (1828), 
Jacobi's  proof,  by  two  fixed  circles,  of  the  addition-theorem  (see  my  Elliptic  Functions, 
p.  28),  and  the  application  of  this  (p.  30)  to  Landen's  theorem  is  also  due  to  Jacobi, 
sec  the  "Extrait  d'une  lettre  adress^e  h  M.  Hermite,"  Orelle,  t.  xxxii.  (1846), 
pp.  176 — 181 ;  the  connection  of  the  demonstrations,  by  regarding  the  point,  which 
is  alone  necessary  for  Landen's  theorem  as  the  limit  of  the  smaller  circle  in  the 
figure  for  the  addition-theorem  is  due  to  Durege  (see  his  Theorie  der  elliptischen 
Functionen,  Leipzig,  1861,  pp,   168,  et  seq.). 
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769. 

ON    A    FORMULA    RELATING    TO    ELLIPTIC   INIEGEALS    OF 
THE    THIRD    KIND. 

[From  the  ProceedinffS  of  the  London  Mathematical  Sookty,  vol.  xm.  (1882), 
pp.  175,  176.     Presented  May  11,  18S2.] 

The  formula  for  the  differentiation  of  the  integral  of  the  third  kind 

n^f         ^^ 

in  regard  to  the  parameter  n,  see  my  Elliptic  Fimctions,  Nos.  174  et  seq.,  may  be  pre- 
sented under  a  very  elegant  form,  by  writing  therein 

sin^  (f>  =  x  =  sii'  u,    sin  0  cos  0  A  =  1/  =  sn  ii  en  it  dn  u, 

and  thus  connecting  the  formula  with  the  cubic  curve 

The   parameter   must,   of    course,    be    put    under    a    corresponding    form,    say    71  = , 

where  n  =  sn'  S,  6  =  sn  ^  en  ^  dn  8,  and  therefore  (n,  6)  are  the  coordinates  of  the  point 
corresponding  to  the  argument  ft  The  steps  of  the  substitution  may  be  effected 
without  difficulty,  but  it  will  be  convenient  to  give  at  once  the  final  result  and 
then  verify  it  directly.     The  result  is 

d      b  d      y        ,  „  , 

do  a—x     dux  — a         ■         ' 
We,  in  fact,  have 

,  -  =  2  sn  It  en  *(  dn  M  =  2v, 
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and  thence 


^  =  cn^  w  dn=  u  —  sn^  u  dn^  w  —  A^  sn^ )( cn^  u 

au 

1  hence 

A     y    _      1       1/   _   •,  ^  _    ^1 
dux- a      ia-a:'fX''^     "'Uu     ^  du] 

Interchanging  the  letters,  we  have 

dd  a  —  x     {a  —  xf  ' 


and  hence,  subtracting, 


—     ^  (i      i^     _       1 


9  a~  X     dii  X  —  a     (a  —  xf 
1 

which  is  the  required  result. 


kHa-xf 
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770. 

ON    THE    34    CONCOMITANTS    OF    THE    TERNARY    CUBIC. 

[From  the  American  Journal  of  Mathematics,  vol.  iv.  (18S1),  pp.  1 — 1-5.] 

I  HAVE,  {by  aid  of  Gundelfinger's  formula,  afterwards  referred  to),  calculated,  and 
I  give  in  the  present  paper,  the  expressions  of  the  34  concomitants  of  the  canonical 
ternary  cubic  aa?  +  bi/'  +  C2^  +  Qlxyz,  or,  what  is  the  same  thing,  the  34  eovariants  of 
this  cubic  and  the  adjoint  linear  function  ^x  +  ijy+^s:  this  is  the  chief  object  of 
the  paper.  I  prefix  a  list  of  memoirs,  with  short  remarks  upon  some  of  them ; 
and,  after  a  few  observations,  proceed  to  the  expressions  for  the  34  concomitants; 
and,  in  conclusion,  exhibit  the  process  of  calculation  of  these  concomitants  other 
than  such  of  them  as  are  taken  to  be  known  forms.  I  insert  a  supplemental  table 
of  6  derived  forms. 

The  list  of  memoirs  (not  by  any  means  a  complete  one)  is  as  follows : 

Hesse,  Ueber  die  Elimination  der  Variabeln  aus  drei  algebraischen  Gleichungen 
vom  zweiten  Grade  mit  zwei  Variabeln :  Crelle,  t.  xxvill.  (1844),  pp.  68 — 96.  Although 
purporting  to  relate  to  a  different  subject,  this  is  in  fact  the  ear  best,  and  a  very 
important,  memoir  in  regard  to  the  general  ternary  cubic;  and  in  it  is  established 
the  canonical  form,  as  Hesse  \vrites  it,  yi^  +  7/  +  i/s'+ B'T/iJ/a^s- 

Aronhold,  Zar  Theorie  der  homogenen  Functionen  dritten  Grades  von  drei 
Variabeln:   Crelle,  t.  sxxix.  (1850),  pp.  140—159. 

Cayley,  a  Third  Memoir  on  Quantics :  Phil.  Trans.,  t.  CXLVI.  (1856),  pp.  627 — 647; 
[144]. 

Aronhold,  Theorie  der  homogenen  Functionen  dritten  Grades  von  drei  Variabeln : 
Crelle,  t.  lv.  (1858),  pp.  97—191. 

Salmok,   Lessons  Introductory  to   the   Modem  Higher   Algebra:    8°,  Dublin,  1859. 

Cayley,  a  Seventh  Memoir  on  Quantics:  FUl.  Trans.,  t.  CLi.  (1861),  pp.  277—292; 
[269]. 

Brioschi,  Sur  la  theorie  des  formes  cubiques  a  trois  ind^termin^es :  Comptes 
Rendus,  t.  Lvi.  (1863),  pp.  304—307. 
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Heemite,  Extrait  d'une  lettre  a  M.  Brioschi:  Crelle,  t.  LXiil.  (1864),  pp.  30—32, 
followed  by  a  note  by  Brioschi,  pp.  32 — 33. 

The  skew  covariant  of  the  ninth  order,  which  ia  y'  —  z^.:^  —  afi.i^  —  y^  for  the  canoni- 
cal form  3? -\- if  +  z^  +  Qlxyz,  and  the  corresponding  contravariant  if—\;^.^  —  ^^.^  —  if, 
alluded  to  p.  116  of  Salmon's  Lessons,  were  obtained,  the  covariant  by  Brioschi  and 
the  contravariant  by  Hermite,  in  the  last-mentioned  papers. 

Clebsch  and  GOEDAN,  Ueber  die  Theorie  der  ternaren  cubischen  Formen :  Math. 
Annalm,  t.  i.  (1869),  pp.  56—89. 

The  establishment  of  the  complete  system  of  the  34  co  variants,  contra  variants 
and  Zwischen formen,  or,  as  I  have  here  called  them,  the  34  concomitants,  was  first 
effected  by  Gordan  in  the  next  following  memoir: 

GoRDAN,  Ueber  die  ternaren  Formen  dritten  Grades:  Math.  Annalen,  t.  i.  (1869), 
pp.  90—128. 

And  the  theory  is  farther  considered: 

QuNDELFiNGEE,  Zur  Theorie  der  ternaren  cubischen  Formen:  Math.  Annalen,  t.  vi. 
(1871),  pp.  144—163.  The  author  speaks  of  the  34  forms  as  being  "theils  mit  den 
von  Gordan  gewahlten  identisch,  theils  mbglichst  einfache  Combinationen  derselben." 
They  are,  in  fact,  the  34  forms  given  in  the  present  paper  for  the  canonical  form 
of  the  cubic,  and  the  meaning  of  the  adopted  combinations  of  Gordan'a  forms  will 
presently  clearly  appear. 

There  is  an  advantage  in  using  the  form  aa^  +  by^  +  cs^  +  6lxyz  rather  than  the 
Hessian  form  a^  +  y^  +  s'  +  ^Ixyz,  employed  in  my  Third  and  Seventh  Memoirs  on 
Quantics :   for  the  form  an?  +  h^  +  cz^  ^^  &lxyz  is  what  the  general  cubic 

(a,  h,  c,f,  g,  h,  i.j,  k,  l)(^,y,zf 

becomes  by  no  other  change  than  the  reduction  to  zero  of  certain  of  its  coefficients ; 
and  thus  any  concomitant  of  the  canonical  form  consists  of  terms  which  are  leading 
terms  of  the  same  concomitant  of  the  general  form. 

The  concomitants  are  functions  of  the  coefficients  (cf,  h,  ...,  I),  of  (^,  jj,  f),  and  of 
{x,  y,  d) :  the  dimensions  in  regard  to  the  three  sets  respectively  may  be  distinguished 
as  the  degree,  class,  and  order ;  and  we  have  thus  to  consider  the  deg-claas-order  of 
a  concomitant. 

Two  or  more  concomitants  of  the  same  deg- class- order  may  be  linearly  combined 
together :  viz.,  the  linear  combination  is  the  sum  of  the  concomitants  each  multiplied 
by  a  mere  number.  The  question  thus  arises  as  to  the  selection  of  a  representative 
concomitant.  As  already  mentioned,  I  follow  Gnndelfinger,  viz.,  my  34  concomitants 
of  the  canonical  form  correspond  each  to  each  (with  only  the  difference  of  a 
numerical  factor  of  the  entire  concomitant)  to  his  34  concomitants  of  the  general 
form.  The  principle  underlying  the  selection  would,  in  regard  to  the  general  form, 
have  to  be  explained  altogether  differently;  but  this  principle  exhibits  itself  in  a 
very  remarkable  manner  in  regard  to  the  canonical  form  ax*  +  hy'  +  0?  -\-  dlxyz. 
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Each  concomitant  of  the  general  form  is  an  indecomposable  function,  not  breaking 
up  into  rational  factors ;  but  this  is  not  of  necessity  the  case  in  regard  to  a  canonical 
form :  only  a  concomitant  which  does  break  up  must  be  regarded  as  indecomposable, 
no  factor  of  such  concomitant  being  rejected,  or  separated.  So  far  from  it,  there  is, 
in  regard  to  the  canonical  form  in  question,  a  frequent  occurrence  of  abc  +  8P  or  a 
power  thereof,  either  as  a  factor  of  a  unique  concomitant,  or  when  there  are  two 
or  more  concomitants  of  the  same  deg-class-0!"der,  then  as  a  factor  of  a  properly 
selected  linear  combination  of  such  concomitants :  and  the  principle  referred  to  is,  in 
fact,  that  of  the  selection  of  such  combination  for  the  representative  concomitant;  or 
(in  other  words)  the  representative  concomitant  is  taken  so  as  to  contain  as  a  factor 
the  highest  power  that  may  be  of  ahc  +  8P.  As  to  the  signification  of  this  expression 
a6o+8P,  I  call  to  mind  that  the  discriminant  of  the  form  is  ahc{ahc-\-^i?f. 

As  to  numerical  fiictors:  my  principle  has  been,  and  is,  to  throw  out  any  common 
numerical  divisor  of  all  the  terms:  thus  I  write  jS  =  — a&c^  +  ^',  instead  of  Aronhold's 
jS  =  —  4([6cZ  +  4^*.  There  is  also  the  question  of  nomenclature :  I  retain  that  of  my 
Seventh  Memoir  on  Quantics,  except  that  I  use  single  letters  S,  P,  &c.,  instead  of 
the  same  letters  with  U,  thus  HU,  PU,  &c. ;  in  particular,  I  use  U,  H,  P,  Q 
instead  of  Aronhold's  /,  A,  S/,  2/.  It  is  thus  at  all  events  necessary  to  make  some 
change  in  Gundelfinger's  letters ;  and  there  is  moreover  a  laxity  in  his  use  of  accented 
letters ;  his  B,  B',  B",  B'",  and  so  in  other  cases  E,  E',  E',  &c.,  are  used  to  denote 
functions  derived  in  a  determinate  manner  each  from  the  preceding  one  (by  the 
S-process  explained  further  on) ;  whereas  his  L,  L' ;  M,  M' ;  N,  N'  are  functions 
having  to  each  other  an  altogether  different  relation;  also  three  of  his  functions  are 
not  denoted  by  any  letters  at  all.  Under  the  circumstances,  I  retain  only  a  few  of 
his  letters ;  use  the  accent  where  it  denotes  the  ^-process ;  and  introduce  barred 
letters  J,  K,  &c,  to  denote  a  different  correspondence  with  the  unbarred  letters  J, 
K,  &c.  But  I  attach  also  to  each  concomitant  a  numeiicai  symbol  showing  its 
deg-elass-order,  thus:  541  (degree  =  5,  class  =  4,  order  =  1)  or  1290,  (there  is  no 
ambiguity  in  the  two-digit  numbers  10,  11,  12  which  present  themselves  in  the  system 
of  the  34  symbols);  and  it  seems  to  me  very  desirable  that  the  significations  of 
these  deg-elass-order  symbols  should  be  considered  as  permanent  and  unalterable. 
Thus,  in  writing  S  =  400  =  -  ahcl  -F  I*,  I  wish  the  400  to  be  regarded  as  denoting  its 
expressed  value  —  ahcl  +1'^'.  if  the  same  letter  S  is  to  be  used  in  Aronhold's  sense 
to  denote  —  ^ahcl  +  4<l',  this  would  be  completely  expressed  by  the  new  definition 
8  =  4.400,  the  meaning  of  the  symbol  400  being  explained  by  reference  to  the  present 
memoir,  or  by  the  actual  quotation  400  =  —  abcl  + 1*. 

I  proceed  at  once  to  the  table :  for  shortness,  I  omit,  in  general,  terms  which 
can  be   derived   from   an   expressed   term   by   mere   cyclical   interchanges    of   the    letters 

(a,  b,  c),  (e  V,  a  (^.  y.  ^)- 
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Table  of  the  34  Covariants  of  the  Canonical  Cvbic  aa^  +  by^  +  cz'  +  Qlxyz  and 
the  linear  form  |^«  +  ijy  +  ?s. 

First  Part,  10  Forms.     Class  =  Order, 


Current  No. 
1 

S  =  400  =  ■ 

-ahcl  +  l: 

2 

T-600  = 

a-lfc'  -  20abef  -  8f. 

3 

A  =  Oil  - 

f«  +  W  +  f2. 

4 

0  =  222  = 

«-[-PP-2o!,5)... 

+  y3[fcp  +  2i'>,f].... 
0'=422  =      x^[l{ciho  +  2l^)^'  +  a(abc-U')v^]... 
+  ys  [QM^^  -  2Z  (ate  +  2^)  9j^]. . . . 

0"=  622  -      a!'[-(iifc  +  2i')"{"+12iii'(«*«  +  2P)>)t].-. 
+  sj[36fc!'p  +  2((.6c  +  2i')',f].... 

B  =  S33.      a?[(i'(ci'-6?")]--- 

+  fn  [(oic  +  SI")  i,'f+126Pff  +  eScip,]... 
+  yz^  [- (a6c  +  8?=)  rfJ;^  -  QbrJ^^ -  l^O^^v']--. ■ 
B'-i,SS=      <t"[3(iW(i3,"-6f')]... 

+  j'r  [-  f  (abc  +  8P)  ,'f  +  46i  (-  aSe  +  P)  f •{  -  Ix:  («l>c  -  lOP)  f ,]. . . 
+  ys"  P" (ofc  +  8!') ,f "  +  te  (ate  -  lOi")  ff- -  4rf  (-  iiic  +  (■)  {,'] .... 
£"=733=     i?[9a'l'(mf-tP)'i... 

+  fz[l  (ahc  +  8P)  (2a&o  +  i^)  V? 

+  6  («k  +  2(')  (oSc  -  lOP)  ?"f  +  6fci' (- «fc  + '■)  pi]. . . 
+  ys^  [-  ;  (afic  +  8i=)  (2a6c  +  ;=)  i)^^ 

-  ebcP  (-  afc  +  !')  tf  =  -  c  (die  +  2(')  (aSc  -  lOi")  |y] ... . 
£■"=933-      a;"[27ii*(o.,'-6f")]... 

+  ys  [-  (ate  +  SI')  (abc  -  I'f  ,"f  +  9W"  (otc  +  2ff  t"f 

-27W(o6c!  +  2!')f-i,]... 
+  y^=  [(h6c  +  8^0  (ate  -  ^7  v^'  +  2Tbd*(ahc  +  21')  ^ 

~i)d-(cihc  +  2lj^'].... 

Second  Part,  (4  +  4  =)  8  forms.     Class  =  0,  and  Order  =  0. 
Class=0. 

U=    103  =  aa^  +  6^+«^+ 6/3^2. 
if  =    303  =  i"  (««'  H-  bf  +  c^)  -  {abc  +  21')  tn/2. 

^  =    806  =  (abo  +  8P)=  {a^a^  +  iy  +  cV  -  10  (fecy^ss  +  cos^a^  +  abx'f)]. 
li  =  1209  =  (a6c  +  8^7  {bf  -  cs' .  ci' -  aa^ ,  cue' ~  bf\. 
I.  44 
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Order  =  0. 

P  =    330  =  -  i  (&cf  +  ca^^  + 1[6?»)  +  (-  oic  +  iP)  ^v^. 

Q=    530  =  (abc  -  lOP)  {bc^  +  caif  +  06^)  -  6^=  {oahc  +  4f )  ^-n^. 

F=    460  =  6'c=^=  +  c'a'v'  +  a'ly'^  -  2  (ahc  +  IQP)  {wr/'^'  +  6?'^  +  c^'} 

-  24/'  (6cf  +  caij'  +  a&i:')  Svi  -  24Z  (tt6c  +  2P)  ^nV- 
n  =  1290  =  {cibc  +  Spy  {cV  -  b^ .  a^'  -  c^' .  b^'  -  a^^]. 

Third  Part,  (8+8=)  16  forms.     Class  less  or  greater  than  Order. 

Class  less  tliaa  Order. 

J=    414  =  (abc  +  SI')  {^x  (hf  ~  c^)  +  i/y  (ca^  -  ax")  +  ^z(ax^  -  bf)]. 

K  =    514  =  (abc  +  SP)  {^[als^-2blccf  -  2clccsf  +  3bGfs''']...]. 

K'  =    714  =  (abc  +  8/^)  [^  [(abc  +  W)(aa^-'ibxy''-2cx^)  -  186cPt/^3^]...}. 

E  =    625  =  (tt&c  +  8/=)  \^(hf-  cs')  [2Paf  +  bcyz] . . . 

+ 1??(5!/^-  C3')[4«^a^  +  2;'3/3]...J. 
E'  =    825  =  (abc  +  8l')  {|^  (bif  -  cs')  [I  (abc  +  2P)  ^  -  ^bclhjz]. . . 

+  nKiH -  <^)  [a{a^o  - 4P) it^  +  I  (ahc  +  2P) yz]...]. 
E"  =  1025  =  (ahc  +  8P)[^(by'-cz')[(abc  +  2Pfa^+lSbGl'yz]... 

+  V^{bf-csf)  [-  12aP(abo  +  2P)  a^  +  (abc  +  21'yys']...]. 
M  =    917  =  (abc  +  Sl'y[^(bf~cs')[5altB'-blicf-da!z'~Sbcfs''\...]. 
M'  =  1117  =  (abc  +  spy  \^(bf  -  cif)  \_(abc  +  2P)  {baaf  -  bxf-cxs?) 

+  186ciys=]...l. 
Order  less  than  Class. 

J  =    841  =  (abc  +  spy  [x^a  (cTf  -  6^  +  PV^  («?'  -  cf )  +  siTc  (hS'-av% 
K=    541  =(alc  +  SP}{x[bc^'-2ca^'~2ab^^-Qah,'^']...}. 
K'=    741  =  (abc  +  8f )  {x [P (bc^* - 2ca^v^ - 2ai. JD  +  «•  («ie  +  2P) v"-^''] ...]. 
E=    652  =  (aic  +  SP)  {x"  (cv'  -  h^')  [2al^  +  a^?]. .. 

+  yz(c7]'-b^)[iP^+2alv^]...]. 
E'  =    852  =  (abc  +  8P)  [x''  (cr,^  -  h^')  \a  (abc  -  U^)  ^  -  6a^i^f ]. . . 

+  yz  (en'  -  i^)  [4Z  (abc  +  21')  ^'-  +  a(abc- iP)vil-]- 
E^  =  10.52  =  (ahc  +  SI')  {x^{c7}^  -  h^^)  [-  SaP  (ahc  +  2P)  ^'  +  daH'vi]. . . 

+  y2(cn'-b^')[(abc+2Py^-ZaP(abc-'i:P)v?]...]. 
j¥=    T71  =(abc  +  8l'){x(<yt)>-b^')[(abc-8P)^*-a'c^'-a'h^^' 

-12ttff^^-6ttVr]---l- 
W  =    971  =  (abc  +  SP)  {x(c7f  -  b^")  [P  ilohc  +  SP)  |*  -  Za^cP^^  -  Sa'bP^^' 

+  ial  {abc  -  I")  ^'-v^^  a'  (abc  -  lOP)  vV]--}- 
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To    this    may    be    joined    the    following    Supplemental    Table    of    certain     Derived 
Forms : 
Cotrent  No. 

35  R  =  1200  =      64S^  -T^=~abc  (abc  +  Sl^f. 

36  0=    70S  =  -  TU+  2iSH  =  (abc  +  SI')  [(-  abc  +  il')  (a^  +  bf  +  c^) 


37  D  =    903  =      SS'U'-  STH  =  (abc  +  8t')  \P  (5abc  +  il')  (o^  +  by'  +  c^) 

+  Sabc{abc—  10l^)x>/s]. 

38  ¥  =    930  =      3TF  ~  4SQ  =  (abc  +  81')'  {I  (bc^'  +  cav'  +  ab^')  -  Sabc^^}. 

39  Z=U3Q  =  -  4S£PP  +  TQ  =  (abc  +  Sl'f  {(abc  +  21')  (6c|=  +  ca^'  +  ab^') 

+  ISabcl^^t)^]. 

40  4>  =  1660  =      12  (abc  +  81')' F-^SSSTP'  +  ieSS'PQ-STQ' 

=  (abc  +  8f  )*  ji^c^l"  +  e=!iY  +  a'^b^  -  lOa&c  (nij^r  +  ^^^  +  c^^)h 

viz.  these  are  derived  forms  characterized  by  having  a  power  of  abc  +  SI'  as  a  factor : 
R  is  the  discriminant ;  C,  D,  Y,  Z  occur  in  Aronhold,  and  in  my  Seventh  memoir 
on  Quantics  [269] :   <5  in  Clebsch  and  Gordan's  memoir  of  1869. 

I  regard  as  known  forms  A,  JJ,  H,  P,  Q,  S,  T,  F,  that  is,  the  eight  forms 
3,  11,  12,  15,  16,  1,  2.  17 ;  the  remaining  26  forms  are  expressed  in  terms  of  these 
by  formuhe  involving  notations  which  will  be  explained,  viz.  we  have 

13  ^   =     3(bc'  +  b'c-2fr,...,gh'  +  g'h-ar-a'f,..."5X,  F,  Z'^^X',  Y',  Z')  +  TUK 

14  n    =     -i%Jac{[r,  R,  ^). 
18     n    =-^[Jac]  (P,Q,  F). 


4 

0    =      (bc-P,...,gh-.t,...Jf,  ,,  ?)■. 

5 

0'  =     iS®. 

6 

6"  =      i  S>0. 

7 

B    --JJac(i7,  0,  A). 

8 

R   -     iSB. 

9 

B"  =     ,'jS"-B. 

10 

B"'=     J,S'£. 

19 

J    --JJacCa,  H,  A). 

27 

/  =    iU-«l(P.  Q,  A), 

20 

K  --ildiBd.H+d,@d,H  +  d!@d,H}-SU 

21 

K'  =  -(S)K. 

28 

It  =    3  (s.®8,p + a.es.p  +  s,03(P}  +  SA. 

29 

K'=     i  («)■?■ 

22 

E    =--iijJac(-ff,   U,  A). 

23 

E'  --i{S)E 
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24  E"=       i{B')E. 

30  E   =-iJac{K,   U,  A). 

31  E'  =-^{B)E. 

32  E"=^~^{B^)E. 

25  M  =     -^JaciU.-^,  A). 

26  M-=-(h)3L 

33  M  =-HJac](P,  F,  A). 

34  M'=     H^)^- 

In  explanation  of  the  notations,  observe  that 

;:'"=      ax^  +  bf  +  csfi  +6lceyz, 
H  =  P  {ax^  +  hy^  +  05=)  -  {ahc  +  2i')  a^i/z. 


[770 


Hence,  writing 


And  this  being  f 


raV  +6'j/^+  cV  +  Gl'ayyz, 
a',  h',  c',  r  =  &al'',  GbP,  6cf,  -((t6c  +  2i'). 
write 

X,   Y,  Z  =((«=  +  2i;/3,  6/  +  2ha:,  cz^  +  2/«j/, 

a,  b,  c,  f,  g,  h  =  ax,  hy,  cz,  Ix,  ly,  Iz, 

for  ^  of  the  first  differential  coefficients,  and  ^  of  the  second  differential  coefficients 
of  U;   and  in  like  maimer 

X',  Y',  Z'  ^a'a?  +  2Vyz,  h'f  +  2l'zx,  c'z-  +  2l'xy, 

a',  b',  c',  f,  g',  W-a'x,  h'y,  c'z,  I'x,  I'y,  I'z, 

for  ^  of  the  first  differential  coefficients,  and  ^  of  the  second  differential  coefficients 
of  QH. 

Jac  is  written  to  denote  the  Jacobian,  viz. : 

dJJ,  dyU,  d,U 

3&c{U,H.^)=    dJI,  dyH,  d,H 

5i^,  dy"^,  d^^ 

and  in  like  manner  [Jac]  to  denote  the  Jacobian,  when  the  differentiations  are  in 
regard  to  (^,  17,  i;)  instead  of  (x,  y,  z):  S  is  the  symbol  of  the  S-process,  or  sub- 
stitution  of  the   coefficients   {a',   h',   c',   I')   in   place   of  {a,   b,   c,   I) ;    in   fact, 

5,  S^,  &c.,  each  operate  directly  on  a  function  of  {a,  b,  c,  I),  the  {«',  b',  c,  V)  of  the 
symbol  h  being  in  the  first  instance  regarded  as  constants,  and  being  replaced  ultimately 
by  their   values ;    for   instance, 

habo  =  a'bc  +  ab'c  +  abc',  S'a&c  =  2  (ab'c'  +  a'bc'  +  a'b'o),  S'ahc  =  Qa'b'a'. 
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111  several  of  the  formulse,  iustead  of  B  or  S-,  the  symbol  used  is  (S)  or  (S=) ; 
in  these  cases,  the  function  operated  upon  contains  the  factor  {abc  +  81^)  or  (afic  +  8^')^, 
and  is  of  the  form  iabc  +  Sl^)(aV'-i-bV  +  cW)  or  (aho  +  SPy  (a''U  +  ahV  +  &c.) :  the 
meaning  is,  that  the  8  or  &"  is  supposed  to  operate  through  the  (abc  +  8P)  a,  or 
(abc  +  Spy  a",  &c.,  as  if  this  were  a  constant,  upon  the  U,  V,  &c.,  only;  thus: 
(B).(abc  +  8P)iaU+br+GW)  is  used  to  denote  (ahc +  8P)(aBU+bBV+cSW).  As  to 
this,  observe  that,  operating  with  B  instead  of  (B),  there  would  be  the  additional 
terms    UB(abc  +  8P)a+Szc.;   we   have   in   this   case 

S  (abc  +  8P)  a,  =a  {2a'bc  +  ab'c  +  abc  +  2UH')  +  8?=a', 

=  2ia'bcP  -  2ial^  (oho  +  2P)  +  48a^^  =  0 ; 
or    the    rejected    terms    in    fact    vanish.     For    (S^).(abc  +  8l''){aU +  bV+cW),    operating 
with   B',   we   should   have,  in   like   manner,   terms    V&(abc  +  8l^)a,   &c.;    here 

8=  (abe  +  81')  a  =  a'^bc  +  2aba'c'  +  2aoa'b'  +  a^b'c'  +  iii'aT  +  24-all'-, 
which   is   found   to   be   =  -  2ia  (abc  +  8P)  (- abcl  + 1'),   that    is,   =  -  2iS  (abc  +  81^)  a ;    and 
the   terms   in   question   are   thus   =  —  2iS (abc  +  8P) (all  +  bV  +  cW),   viz, 

(abc  +  8P)(aU+br+cW) 
being  a  covariant,  this  is  also  a  covariant;  that  is,  in  using  (8^)  instead  of  B",  we 
in  fact  reject  certain  covariant  terms ;  or  say,  for  instance,  S^E  being  a  covariant, 
then  (8°)  E  is  also  a  covariant,  but  a  different  covariant.  The  calculation  with  (8) 
or  (5^)  is  more  simple  than  it  would  have  been  with  8  or  8^.  See  post,  the  calcula- 
tions of  K,  K',  &c. 

I  give  for  each  of  the  26  eovariauts  a  calculation  showing  how  at  lea^t  a  single 
term  of  the  final  result  is  arrived  at,  and,  in  the  several  cases  for  which  there  is 
a  power  of  abc  +  8P  as  a  factor,  showing  how  this  factor  presents  itsel£ 

Calculations  for  the  26  Coeariants. 

13.  ^  =  3(bc'  +  b'c-2ff',  ...,gV  +  g'h-af -a'f,...5X,   Y,  Z\X\   ¥',  Z')  +  TU\ 

=  3((bc'  +  b'c)ys-2ll'nf,  ...,  2ll'yz-(al' -\-a'l)ci?,  ...\aafl+2lyz,  ...'^a'a? +  2l'yz,  ...) 
+  2'{aW +...). 
The  whole  coefficient  of  a?  is 

-  m'aa!  +  Ta\  =  SGaH-  (abc  +  21")  +  Ta\ 
viz,  the  coefficient  of  a^x^  is 

=  36;=  (abc  +  2P)  +  a'b'^  -  20a&cJ=  -  8P 
=  a'6'c=  +  16a6cP  +  64/= 
=  (abc  +  8Py. 

I  X,   X',  ^d^-v 

14.  Il  =  JsJac([r,  H,  *),  =i     F,     y,     Idy^ 

I  Z,     Z-,     ^3^^ 
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Here 

¥Z'  -  Y'Z  =  {hy^  4-  2^33;)  (cV  +  2i'^)  -  {c^  +  2layy)  {b'sf  +  21'xy) 

=  {he'  -  h'c)  fz^  +  (26Z'  -  yV)  xf-^  {eV  -  c'l)  a:^ 
=  -  2  {ahc  +  8;=)  X  {hf  -  c^) ; 
-J- .  ^  a^^  =  \  {a?3f  -  5ahx^  -  oacai'z^). 
Hence  the  whole  is 

=  -  (abc  +  8Z=)  (ttV  (bf  -  c^)  +  \iHf  {c^  -  aa?)  +  c-3*  (aa?  -  If)], 
=      (abc  +  SI')  (bf  -  cz')  (c^  -  a^)  (aaf  -  hf). 

I  S|P,     5(6,     d^F 
18.  n  =  -5V[Jac](P.  Q,  .F)  =  -3^ja,P,     3,Q,     d^    , 

I  Si-P.     9jQ,    d^F 
viz.  if,  in  this  calculation,  we  write 

6P  =  af'  +  bV  +  cr  +  61^?,  i.e.  a,  b,  c,  1  =-Qlbc,  -Uca,  -6lab,  -abc  +  il^ 
Q  =  a'?^  +  bV  +  c'r  +  61'l^'??'    "    a',  b',  c',  Y  =  (ahc  -  101^)  (be,  ca,  ab),  -P(5aba  +  il% 

then 

af^  +  2WC     a'f  +  21Vr.     i^i^  \ 

n  =  -i  b^^  +  2ir^,   bv+2i'?f,   ^a„p|. 
cr+2i|i?,   c'r+21'^,,   ja^p! 

{b,^  +  215?)  (cT  +  21'?*,)  -  (b'^=  +  2Ym  (cr  +  21f>j) 
=  (be  -  b'c)  ij=r  +  2  (bl'  -  b'l)  ^v'  -  2  {el'  -  el)  |^, 
or  since 

be'  -  b'c  =  0, 

bl'  _  bl  =  -  Uca .  -  P  (5abc  +  il')  -  (abc  -  \0P)  ca  (-  abc  +  *P) 
=  ca  [61''  (5abc  +  il')  +  (abc  -  il')  (abc  -  lOl")] 
=  ca  (abc  +  Sl'f, 
and  the  like  for  cl'  -  c'l,  the  expression  is 

=  2  (abc  +  8i=)=  (ctMj*  -  ab^')  ? ; 
and  the  whole  is  thus 

-  -  i  (abc  +  8l'T  {(cav'  -  ab^)  ^.y<)(F+...] 

=  -  ^  (abc  +  8;0-  {(can'  -  ab^')  [b'd'^  ~  (abc  +  W)  (b^^'  +  cpr,')  +  &c.] 
+  (ab^^  -  bc^)  [cWi?^  -  (abc  +  161')  (c^rf  +  ctij'^')  +  &c.] 
+  {6cf '  -  caT,')  [a'6=?«  -  (abc  +  W.^)  (av<'  +  b^^')  +  &e.]]. 
Here  the  coefficient  of  ^'tj',  inside  the  {},  is 

abV  +  bc^  (abc  +  UP),  =  2bc^  (abo  +  8/=), 
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and  consequently  the  whole  is 

=  - (abc  +  SI' f(b<f^r,^ -...), 

=     {abc  +  Sl'y  {(CT)'  -  b^)  {a^  -  c|^)  (6p  -  av% 

4.  0  =  (bc-f=,...,gh-af,...5^,  V,  0' 

=  (bcyz  —  fx^)  ^'' +  ...  +2{l'ys-ah^)n^+  ■■■ 
which  are  the  terms  of  the  final  result 

5  and  6.  The  S-process  applied  to  the  terms  of  0  just  written  down  gives 
&  =^h*d  =(>f[- IIT - (ai'  +  a'l) v^  +  y^  [i (6c'  +  b'c) ^  +  nVvKl 
©"  =  ^^%  =  ^^[-  l'^^  _  ^a'l^^l  +  yz  [b'c'^  +  ^P-^K'] ; 

substituting  for  a',  b',  c',  I'  their  values,  we  have  the  corresponding   terms   of  0'  and  0" 
respectively. 

(  X.    3.0,    I  I 

7.  B  =  -\i^c{U,  0,  A),  — I    Y,    dy<d,    V  \. 

A  tenn  is  X  (i?9,0  -  ^y®),  and  if,  in  this  calculation,  we  write 

&  =  (A,  B,  C,  F,  0,  H'^x.  y,  sf,  i.e.  A  =  -  P^' -  talnK,  ■...  F=^bc^'+ I't/^, 
then  the  term  is 

=  {ax''  +  2lyz){j;.2(Gv-HO  +  l/.-2{Fn-BO  +  ^.2(Gv~FO]. 
Here 

2{Gv-B:o  =  n  {ca^'  +  m)  - 1  («&r  +  i'^}.  =  t  (cv'  -  H'l 

and  hence  the  whole  term  in  a^  is  =  aW  (C17'  -  b^°~). 

5,  9,  10.     The  coefficient  of  ic^jj^  in  B  is  a'c,  and  hence  in  SB,  S^B,  2'£  the   coeflicients 
of  this  term  are  2a'ac  +  aV,  2a,\  +  4aa'c',  6kV,  whence  in 

B',  B",  B"'  =  ^  8fi,  ^  S'B,  ^V  8"£  respectively, 

the  coefficients  are 

^  {aV  +  2ara'c),  Y^(a\+2aaV),  ^aV, 

=  ^I'a^c,  91'a^c,  ^llWo  respectively. 

X,    X\     I  I 

19  j=-^jac([r,  ^,  A)  =  -i   Y,    r,  v\; 

Z,    Z',    i; 

a  term  is  —^{YZ'—  Y'Z)^,  where,  as  in  a  previous  calculation, 
YZ' -yZ=-2  {abc  +  8/') x {hf  - cs'). 
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Hence,  the  whole  is 

=  {aho  +  SI')  1^0)  (by'  —  of)  +  riy  {cz'  —  ax^)  +  fa  {aafi  —  hy^)]. 

if,  as  in  a  previous  calculation 

6P  =  ap  +  U^  +  c?^  +  61^)7?,     Q  =  a'p  +  by  +  c%'  +  61' J^f. 
Here,  as  before, 

(b,,=  +  21^1)  (c'r  +  21'f7}  -  (b'-^=  +  21'r?)  (cr^  +  21^^)  =  2  (ak  +  8^=)^  (cwr,^  -  ah^')  f 
Hence,  the  whole  is 

=  {ahc  +  8;^)=  [x^a  (ori'  -  ^>)  +  ynh  («^  -  c|=)  +  zi;o  (b^'  -  a^% 

20.  K^-^(ds%dJI+d^®dyH-¥d^^)-SUA, 

which,  H  being 

=  ^  (ttV  +  h'y'^  +  g'z^  +  erijjyal, 
and  putting 

0  =  (^,  5,  C,  F,  G,  H\^,  t),  t)\     A^-Px'^  +  hcyz,  ...,F='ala?  +  lhj2,..., 

+  (b'f  +  n'zx)  (ff^  +  Bv+  FO 
+  (cV  +  2J'a^)((?^  +Fv+  CO]- 
The  whole  coefficient  of  f  is  thus 

=  _  I  {{aV  +  2l'ys)  A  +  (b'f-  +  21'sa:)  H  +  (cz'  +  2l'xy)  G]  -  (-  m&cJ  +  I')  Ux 
=  -  f  ((«.V  +  %'yz)  {-  Pa?  +  hcyz)  +  (6'y'  +  2f5a;)  (-  dz^  +  i^icy) 

+  (e'«=  4-  2i'a;^)  (-  6//  +  Pzx)]  -  (-  dfoi  +  V)  {(Kc*  +  6a^  +  me^  +  eZiB^ysj, 
and  herein  the  coefficient  of  gf  is 

=  f  «.7^  —  u^  (—  abc  +  P),  =  dal*  —  al  (—  abo  +  P),  =  (a6c  +  8J^)  al ; 
viz.    we   have   thus   the   term   {ahc  +  8/*)  ^ .  ate'   of  the   final   result. 

21.  K' ^~{h)K,  wheru  K  is  of  the  form  (abc  +  &P'){aU +  bV  +  cW);  operating 
with  (S),  we  obtain  {abc  +  ?>P)  {ahU  +  bhV  +  chW).  Taking  for  instance  the  term  of 
K,  {abc  +  %P)  f  [a^ic*  —  'ihlxy'  —  2clxz^  +  Sbcy^z'^'],  then,  in  operating  with  (S),  the  term  6c 
may  be  considered  indifferently  as  belonging  to  bV  or  cTT,  and  the  resulting  term 
of  K'   is 

K-^-{Z)K^-  {abc  +  8i=)  ^  [aJV  -  26rit;y^  -  ^cl'xs"  +  Sftcys^], 

=     ((t6c  +  8P)  ^  [(a6c  +  2?)  (ka^  -  26iC)/=  -  'icxs?)  -  ISbclY^]- 
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28.  K  =  5{d^@dfP  +  dym„P  +  d,miP\+QA;   viz.  writing 

©  =  (^,  B,  C,  F,  G,  H'^x,  y,  s)\     A=~l^^~2alrit  ...  F  =  ^  bc^  +  l'v?<  ■■■, 

then  this  is 

=  3  I  [-  Sbcl^  +  (-  aha  +  il')  7,f ]  2  (Ax  +Hy  +  Gz) 

+  [-  ^cal-rf  +  (-  ([&c  +  4P)  ff  ]  2  {Hx  +  By  +  Fz) 

+  [-  Zahl^'  +  (-  abo  +  U')  ^]  2  {Gx  +  Fy  +  Cz)] 

+  {{abc  -  10/0  (&cf  +  C"'?'  +  a&D  -  6''  (5aic  +  4^0  ^7?)  (?«  +  i}y  +  K^)- 

The   whole   coefficient   of  x   is   thus 

=  3  ([-  36cZf  +  (-  abc  +  4;=)  t;^]  (-  W^  -  4alv0 

+  [-  3ca  V  +  (-  I'-c  +  U')  £■?]  (a&r  +  ^'^j) 

+  [-  Ubl^+  (-  a&c  +  4i')  1^]  (cm:i?=  +  l'^^)} 

+  {(aba  ~  101')  (bc^*  +  ca^v'  +  a^lD  -  6^=  (oabc  +  4/^  ^f } ; 

herein  the  coefficient  of  ^*  is  18bcl'  +  (abc~l0l')bc,  —  (abc  +  SI')  be,  giving,  in  the  final 
result,   the   term   (abc  +  Sl^)  ^ .  bcaf. 

29.  K'=^(B)K. 

Here   K  is   of  the   form   (abc  +  81") (aU  +  bV  +  cW),   and   we    have 

K'=^(abc  +  8l')(aBU+bBr+aW). 

A  term  of  aU  +  bV  +  cW  is  x  [bc^* -  ^ca^' -  2ab^Z^  —  Qalij-^^],  where  6c|'  may  be  con> 
sidered  as  belonging  indifferently  to  bV  or  cW;  and  so  for  the  other  terms.  The 
resulting  term   in   ^(ahU +bBV+cSW)   is   thus 

^  X  [bc'^'  -  2ca'^7f  -  2ab'^^'  -  GaitiVl 
which  is 

=  s  [i^  (bc^*  -  2ca^t)'  -  2a6^f=)  +  a  (abc  +  2/^  17'f =], 

and  we  have  thus  a  term  of  K'. 

22.  F  =  -^J&c(K,   U,  A): 

K  contains  the  factor  a6c  +  8P,  and  if,  omitting  this  factor,  the  value  of  K  is  called 
A^  +  Bij  +  C^,   then   we   have 

E  =  -im^A^7jdJi^sr<>JJ){Y^-Zv)  +  (&,A+-ndyB  +  i^y(J)(Z^-X!;) 

+  (f9.^  +  vdzB  +  ^d,C){X7,  -  7|)}, 

and   the   term   herein   in   ^'   is   -^^(ZdyA -Td^A),   where   ^    is 

=  ala^  —  2blxy'  -  'icl^z'  +  ^bcy^z"- ; 
C.   SI.  45 
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viz.   the   coefficient   of  ^   is 

=  - 1  |(c3=  +  21x1/)  (-  Gblxf  +  Gbcye^)  -  (bf  +  2lzx)  (-  6cte'  +  Qhcfs)] 

=  b'cy's  —  bd^yz*  +  ^hPaf'y''  —  2cl^x^s^ 

=  (2^3;^  +  bcye)  (bf  -  os?). 

Hence,  restoring  the  omitted  factor  (a6c  +  8^=),  we  have  in  E  the  term 

{phc  +  %V)  1=  {&;/'  -  c^)  \n'ifi  +  bcyz\ 

23,  24.  E'  =  -\{h)E,  E"^iiB'}E: 

E  is   of  the   form   {abc  +  %P'){a'U +bV +cW),   and,   as   before,   in   a   term   such   as 

{ahc  +  &l')^(bf  -  c^}(2l^a?  +  beys), 

we   operate   with   B   or   B^   only   on    the    factor   21^0?  +  bcyz ;    and   in   E'   and   E"   respec- 
tively,  operating   upon   this   factor,   we   obtain 

-  i  [Wx''  +  {be  +  b'c)  yz],  and  I  [U'^a?  +  tb'c'ys], 

viz.  we  thus  obtain  in  E'  the  term 

{ahc  +  81')  f  (bf  -  cz')  [I  (aho  +  2F)  ai'  -  Sbcl-yz], 
and  in  E"  the  term 

(abc  +  81')  f  (hy'  -  cz')  [{abc  +  2l''fx^  +  mbcl*yz\ 

1  ^^,    X,    f  I 
30.  E=-^jB.e(K,  rj,  A),  =-^,  dyK,     Y,     r,  !, 

;  dzK,    Z,    f  i 
and,  if  omitting  in  K  the  factor  aba  +  8/^  we  write  K  =  Ja:  +  £y  +  Cz,  where 

^,     Z,     f 
A  =  bc^'  -  2ca^'  -  2a6|f^  -  6a.i);-^,  this  is  =  -  ^  :  B,     Y,     i,    , 

C,     Z,      ^ 
which  contains  the  term 

iX(Bi-  Cn),  =  ir  (aa:=  +  2lyz)  [^(aar,'  -  2abv^'  -  2bcr,^' -  6WrP) 

-  V  (ab^  ~  26ci:p  -  acair-^^  -  6cl^7}% 
=    (ax'  +  2lyz}(cf-b^)(ni'  +  avO- 
Hence,  restoring  the  factor  aiic  +  81',  we  have  the  terms 

E  =  (abc  +  81')  {x'  (cv' -  6?0  [Sa^f  +  a^v^  +  V^ (cv'  -  H')  [H't  +  ^<ikQ- 

31  and  32.  E'  =  -i^(B)E,      E'- ^  -  ^  (B')  E : 

E  is  oi  the  form  (abc +  8l^)(aU+bV  +  cW),  and  we  operate  with  B  and  B'  on  the  factors 
2a?f  +  a'-}]^,  &c. ;   viz, 

S  (2(</f  +  a'^0  =  2  (a;-  +  a'l)  f  +  2«a'^f,     S^^a^f  +  a'r,t)  =  4a7'f^+  2a'>r, 
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and  we  thus  obtain  in  E'  the  term 

{abc  +  ^P)  X'  (cv'  -  b^')  [a  {ah  -  il')  ^  -  QaH'ii^l 
and  in  M"  the  term 

(abc  +  8P)  x=  {cn^  -  h^^)  [-  ^aP  (abc  +  21')  f  +  9aH*n^]. 

25,  3I=^Ja.c(U,  I',  A):    this,  omittiEg  the  factor  (abc  +  Sff  of  i',  is 

I  ani'  +  ^lyz,    aa?  {an?  ~  5%'  —  Scs'),     f  \ 

=  h\   by^+  2hx:,     by" {by'  —  5cj'  —  Soic"),    i)  | ; 

■    cs:"  +  2lxy,     cz^icz"  ^oaafi  —  obif),     f  ' 

the  coefficient  of  ^  herein  is 

=  J  {{bcy^s"  +  2dj;z'')  (c2=  -  oanfl  -  5by')  -  (bcfz^  +  2blicf)  {bf  -  oc^  -  oaa?)], 
=  ^  [bcfz''  {-  Gby'  +  Qcz')  +  lice  [-  hy  +  c=s'  +  ftaa?  (by'  -  ce")]}, 
=      {bf  -  cs")  [oaltc*  -  blarf  -  clxz'  -  Sbcfz-]. 

Hence,  restoring  the  factor  {abc  +  Sl^y,  we  have  the  term 

{abc  +  Sl^y .  I  {by'  -  cz')  [5alx^  -  blxf  -  clxz^  -  S&c/^']. 

26.  M'  =  -{^)M.     Here  ilf  is  of  the  form  {abc-\'S¥f{a"U-\-&ic:)\   and  the  8  operates 
through  the  (aic  +  8i")=  o^  &c. ;   we,  iu  fact,  have  in  M'  the  term 

-  {ubc  +  8P)- .  f  (hf  -  csfi)  [Sal'a^  -  bl'xy'  -  cl'xs?  -  Zbc'y^z-], 
which  is 

=  (ahc  +  %iy.^iby^-cz')  [{abc  +  2P)  (Saar*  -  bxy'  -  cx^)  +  IS&c^^J/^a^]. 

j  -  Zlbc^-  +  (-  abc  +  W)  vK,     3j^,     ^  I 
33.  M=^l [ Jac] (P,  F,  A),  =  -  f  - Ucarf  +  {-  abc  +  4/=)  ?^,     5/",    j/  L 

I  -  3;a6?- +  {- n&c  +  4P)  ^,     9^2^,     s  ' 
and  the  whole  coefficient  of  x  is  thus 

=  ^  l[3?c«jj^  +  (a6c  -  4P)  ff ]  3fif  -  [3k6f-  +  (cr6c  -  4/')  ^t?]  5,^), 
or  substitirting  for  ^,d(F,  ^d,,F  their  values,  this  is 

=  [^Icwry  +  (ate  ~  U')  ??}  [«^6^?'  -  {abc  +  16P)  (tr^f  +  0^'?=) 

-  4?=  (&c?Sj  4  ca^ri'  +  4a&h?=)  -  8?  {abc  +  2Z^)  ^^J"] 
-  [ZlabC-  +  (a6c  -  4;^)  ^t,]  {a'd''n'  -  (ahc  +  16^0  {avV  +  cvT) 

-  U'  {bc^l'  +  icaSv'^+  ab^^*)  -  8?  {abc  +  21')  ^v^']. 
45—2 
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Collecting,  first,   the    terms    independent    of    ahc  —  H',    and,   next,   those    which    contain 
abc  —  iP,  each  set  contains  the  factor  C7j^-b^,  and  the  whole  is  =cri^-b^  multiplied  by 

-  S!a?bcvT  -  Sd^^  (aic  +  SI')  vV  -  12^'  (ahc^*  +  a^c^'  +  a'h^^')  ~  2ial'  (abc  +  21')  ^^ 
+  (abc  -  il')  [a'c^'  +  a'fef ^  -  (abc  +  W)  ^'  +  12aPfij^| ; 

and   here   collecting  the  terms  in  ,^*,  ^(crf  +  b^),  ^rj^,  and  ij=f ,  each  of  these  contains 
the  factor  abc  +  81^,  and,  finally,  the  term  of  Tlf  is 

=  (abc  +  81')  (C7f  -  b^')  [(abc  -  81')  f'  -  a^c^r,'  -  a'^??'  -  Ual^i^v^  -  GaHvV]  ^■ 

34.  M'^^(B)M. 

Here  M  is  of  the  form  (abc -i-8P)(aU+bV +  cW);   and,  operating   with   8   through   the 
(abc  +  SP)  a,  &c.,  we  obtain  in  M'  the  term 

i  (ahe  +  8¥)x{ori'>  -  b^)  [(a'bo  +  ah'c  +  abc'  -  2ilH')  ^'  +  &e.]. 
where 

a'bc  +  ab'c  +  ab<^-  2ilH'  =  18abcl'  +  24f  (ahc  +  21'),  =  Ql'  (labc  +  Si"), 

and  the  term  thus  is 

=  (abc  +  Sl'):c(ci' - b^)  [(7abc  +  8P)  IT  +  ■■■]• 

This  concludes  the  series  of  calculations. 
Cambridge,  EnglMud,  17  May,  1881. 
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771. 

SPECIMEN     OE    A    LITERAL     TABLE     FOR     BINARY    QUANTICS, 
OTHERWISE    A    PARTITION    TABLE. 

[From  the  American  Journal  of  Mathematics,  vol.  iv.  (1S81),  pp.  248 — 255.] 

The  Table,  commencing  1;  b;  e,  &^;  d,  he,  h^;  ...,  is  in  fact  a  Partition  Table, 
viz.  considering  tbe  letters  b,  c,  d,  ...  as  denoting  1,  2,  3,  ...  respectively,  it  is  1°; 
1;  2,  11;  3,  12,  111;  ...  a  table  of  the  partitions  of  the  numbers  0,  1,  2,  S,  ..., 
expressed  however  in  the  literal  form,  in  order  to  its  giving  the  literal  terms  which 
enter  into  the  coefficients  of  any  covariant  of  a  binary  quantic.  The  table  ought  to 
have  been  made  and  published  many  years  ago,  before  the  calculation  of  the  covariants 
of  the  quintic ;  and  the  present  publication  of  it  is,  in  some  measure,  an  anachronism : 
but  I  in  fact  felt  the  need  of  it  in  some  calculations  in  regard  to  the  sextic;  and 
I  think  the  table  may  be  found  useful  on  other  occasions.  I  have  contented  myself 
with  calculating  the  table  up  to  s  =  18,  that  is,  so  as  to  include  in  it  all  the  partitions 
of  IS :  it  would,  I  think,  be  desirable  to  extend  it  further,  say  to  z=2Q;  or  even 
beyond  this  point,  but  perhaps  without  introducing  any  new  letters,  {that  is,  so  as 
to  give  for  the  higher  numbers  only  the  partitions  with  a  largest  part  not  exceeding 
26):  the  question  of  the  space  which  such  a  table  would  occupy  will  be  considered 
presently. 

As  to  the  employment  of  the  table,  observe  that,  in  applying  it  to  the  case  of 
a  quantic  (a,  h,  c,  d^x,  yf,  the  terms  containing  the  letters  e,  f,  etc.,  posterior  to 
the  last  coefficient  d  of  the  quantic  are  to  be  disregarded;  and  that  the  terms  are 
to  be  rendered  homogeneons  by  the  introduction  of  the  proper  power  of  the  iirst 
coefficient  a,  rejecting  any  term  for  which  the  exponent  of  a  would  be  negative  (or 
what   is   the   same   thing,   any   term   of  too   high   a   degree   in   the   coefficients   h,   c,  d) ; 
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thus,   for   the   cubicovariant,   where   the   coefficients    are    of   the    degree    3,   and    of    the 
4,  5,  6  respectively,  from  the  portion  of  the  table 


d      e 

/ 

S 

be    hd 

be 

¥ 

If     c' 

cd 

as 

Vc 

b'd 

d' 

»• 

be' 

b'e 

fc 

bed 

b' 

b'd 
etc. 

o'<i 

abd 

acd 

aic 

af 

b'd 

V 

b'c 

bo' 

we  at  once  copy  out  the  terms 


which  compose  the  coefficients  in  question. 

As  regards  the  formation  of  the  table,  this  is  at  once  effected,  and  the  successive 
terms  are  obtained  currente  calamo,  by  Arbogast's  rule  of  the  last  and  the  last  but 
one :  observing  that  each  term  is  to  be  regarded  as  containing  implicitly  a  power 
of  a,  so  that  operating  on  any  term  such  as  b',  the  operation  on  the  last  letter  gives 
b%  and  that  on  the  last  but  one  letter  gives  b".  There  is  little  risk  of  error  except 
in  the  accidental  omission  of  a  term ;  but  of  course  any  one  omission  would  occasion 
the  omission  of  all  the  subsequent  terms  derivable  from  the  omitted  term,  and  would 
so  be  fatal  r  to  remove  this  source  of  error,  observe  that  for  the  successive  numbers 
0,  1,  2,  3,  etc.,  the  number  of  partitions  should  be 


0    1 


4     5 


10     11     12      13       14       15 


17 


IS 


1  1  2  3  5  7  ii  15  22  30  42  56  77  101  135  176  231  297  385  ... 
and  we  can  thus,  for  each  partible  number  successively,  verify  that  the  right  number 
of  partitions  has  been  obtained. 

But  as  the  number  of  partitions  becomes  large,  a  further  control  is  convenient, 
and  even  necessary — say  we  have  the  17C  partitions  of  15,  we  have  by  the  rule  to 
derive  thence  the  231  partitions  of  16,  and  it  is  not  until  the  whole  of  this  derivation 
is  gone  through,  that  we  could  by  counting  the  number  of  the  new  terms  ascertain 
that  the  right  number  of  231  terms  has  been  obtained.  To  break  up  the  verification, 
it  is  convenient  to  know  that  for  the  partitions  of  16  into  1  part,  2  parts,  3  parts 
4  parts,  etc.,  the  numbers  of  partitions  are  1,  8,  21,  34,  etc.,  respectively:  we  can 
then  as  soon  as  the  derivations  giving  the  partitions  into  1  part,  2  parts,  3  parts, 
etc.,  respectively,  have  been  performed,  verify  that  the  right  numbers  1,  8,  21.  34,  etc., 
of  terms  have  been  obtained.  The  numbers  are  contained  in  the  following  table,  each 
column   of  which   is   calculated   from    the   preceding   columns  according   to   a   rule   which 
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is  easily  obtained,  and  which  is  itself  verified  by  the  condition  that  the  sums  of 
the  numbers  in  the  several  columns  give  the  before  mentioned  series  of  numbers  1, 
1,  2,  3,  5,  7,  etc. 


No.  of 
Parts. 

0        12        3        4        5         6 

Partible  Number 
7       S       9     10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1    1    1        1 

11,1 

1 

l'      1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

I 

1 

2 

2 

3 

3   1     4 

4 

5 

5 

6 

6 

7 

7 

8 

8 

9 

3 

4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
li 
15 
16 
17 

1 

1 

2        3 

4J     5 

7 

8 

10 

12 

14 

16 

19 

21 

24 

27 

1 

1    1     2 

3        5 

6 

9 

11 

15 

18 

23 

27 

34 

39 

47 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1        1 
1 

■2 
1 

3 

2 

5 

7 

10 

13 

18 

23 

30 

37 

47 

57 

3 

5 

7 

11 

14 

20 

26 

35 

44 

58 

1 

1 

2 

3 

5 

7 

11 

15 

21 

28 

38 

49 

1 

1 

2 

3 

5 

7 

11 

15 

11 

15 

29 

40 
30 

i 

1 

1 

2 

3 

5 

1 

1 

2 

3 

0 

7 

11 

15 

22 

; 

1 

1 

2 

3 

5 

11 

15 

1 

1 

2 

3 

5 

7 

11 

1 

1 

2 

3 

5 

7 

— 

1 

1 

2 

3 

5 

1        12 

3 

— 

— 

'     1 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

18 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1        1        2        3        5        7       11 

15      -22 

30      42 

56 

77 

101 

135 

176 

231 

297 

385 

The  practical  rule  for  the  construction  of  the  table  thus  is: — On  a  sheet  of 
paper  ruled  in  squares,  and  which  is  read  as  a  continuous  column  from  the  bottom 
of  one  column  to  the  top  of  the  next  column,  form  the  terms  by  Arbogast's  method 
as  already   explained;    M'riting   down   in   pencil   a   batch    of   terms,   and    counting    them 
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to  see  that  the  right  number  has  been  obtained,  then,  at  the  same  time  verifying 
the  derivations,  mark  these  over  in  ink ;  and  so  on  with  another  batch  of  terms, 
until  the  whole  number  of  the  partitions  of  any  particular  number  is  obtained. 

The  foregoing  series  1,  1,  2,  3,  •..,  385,  for  the  number  of  the  partitions  of  the 
successive  numbers  0,  1,  2,  3,  ...,  18  is  carried  by  Euler  up  to  the  number  of  partitions 
of  59,  =  831820,  see  the  paper  "  De  Partitione  Numerorum,"  Op.  Arith.  Coll  I., 
bottom  line  of  the  table  pp.  97 — 101 :  the  continuation  from  the  number  385  and 
for  the  partible  numbers  19  to  30  is  as  follows: 


19       20       21 


22 


23 


24 


26 


27 


28 


29 


30 


490     627     792     1002     1255     1575     1958     2436     3010     3718     4-565     5604' 

the   whole   number   of   terms   1,   1,  ...,   5604    amounts    to    28629,   which    at   the   rate   of 
500   to   a   page   would  occupy  somewhat  under  60  pages ;    or,  at  the  rate  here  employed 


,  somewhat  under  78  i 


The  Partition  Table,  0  to  18. 


0.3 

4.5 

6.7 

7.8 

S.9 

9 

9.  10 

10 

10.11 

0 

0/ 

b's 

U 

6c' 

Mj 

. 

T 

6 

d. 

bef 

A 

¥e 

bef 

Vf 

' 

5 

11 

Wf 

bde 

,1s 

b'ed 

'•g 

Vee 

1 





ha 

c-e 

./ 

bV 

edf 

b'd- 

B 

S 

bep 

rf 

67. 

bfid 

ce" 

bVd 

1 

bd 

bf 

<fd 
If, 

b^ce 

be, 
bdf 

bV 
b^c 

b'h 

bV 

b'e          \ 

h 

Ifc 

d^ 

Jfcd 

bV 

he^ 

¥ 

Wcg 

b'cd 

b* 

b\ 

b:^ 

Wd 

,'f 

hHf 

6W         , 

2 

bed 

b'd 

<^ 

ed, 

10 

¥•■' 

bhl 

1    ^ 

<? 

6'c' 

b'e 

<P 

hcj 

bV 

1    " 

!     7 

m 

6' 

b'ed 
bV 

<f, 

b'ej 

42 

bcde 
b(P 

Vc 

b"^ 

/ 

b'o 

; 

b'd 

b^de 

i 

i?e 

he 

6» 

8 

bV 

6A 

¥ 

cW 

11 

3 

cd 



aa 

6«<! 

Sc^ 

ei 

h'9 

s 

b'd 

i    7 

i 

6- 

cW 

dh 

W 

^ : 

' 

b(^ 

IS 

bh 

1 

b'f 

■S 

bhk 

d 

b-c 



c? 

9 

b-ce 

r 

b'c'e 

I 

be 

¥ 

4 

df 

^ 

6W 

bH 

Wed? 

bk 

b' 

bg 

e 

J 

bVd 

beh 

" 

'J 
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11 

11.12 

12 

12.13 

13 

13.14 

14 

14 

14 

di 

b-f 

beej 

6W 

beeg 

be'd' 

?i 

b'k 

e. 

eh 

Wee 

bd-/ 

6'cV 

bef 

fd 

;.' 

b'ej 

c'd' 

A 

b'd^ 

bde' 

6V 

bd'g 

b'h 

b'^a 

Vdi 

Vi 

h'j 

bVd 

e-, 

Ve 

bdef 

b'eg 

bel 

b'eh 

Veh 

hfli 

SV 

e'dj 

Ved 

be' 

Vd/ 

bdk 

V/g 

Vdg 

bdh 

b'e 

cV 

b'e' 

A 

bV 

be. 

vei 

Ve/ 

■h«, 

b'cd 

ed\ 

bM 

e'it, 

b'e'/ 

b/i 

VedJi 

veg 

\¥' 

bV 

d* 

bV 

e'e/ 

Vede 

bgh 

Veeg 

b'ed/ 

i  eh 

b'd 

b'i 

b«e 

ed-f 

Vd' 

e'k 

Ve/' 

b'ee 

edg 

bV 

Veh 

6'^ 

e<l# 

b'^e 

edj 

Vd'g 

b'd?e 

c.f 

6'c 

b^de, 

13 

d^e 

b'e'd' 

eei 

Vd,/ 

ve/ 

d-f 

6" 

b-ef 

5*i 

b'e'd 

efh 

ve 

Ve'de 

A" 

V 

bVg 

101 

b'ei 

So< 

eg' 

beh 

Ved? 

Vi 

VedJ 

n 

¥dh 

b'g 

d'i 

bed, 

ve. 

b'ck 

77 

b^ee 

bm 

b'es 

b'e/ 

dA 

be',/ 

b'ed? 

t'dl 

m 

b^d'e 

el 

br 

b'de 

d/g 

bed?/ 

bed 

b;/ 

U 

be-f 

dk 

b'e'h 

bVe 

eg 

bede 

e 

4cV 

eh 

be'd. 

^ 

Vcdef 

Ved' 

•/■ 

bd?. 

b'k 

bed/ 

dj 

bed' 

/i 

b'ee/ 

ved 

VI 

e'g 

Veg 

Srf 

c'e 

gh 

bV/ 

Ve' 

b'ek 

ed/ 

Vd/ 

bd'e 

/» 

«■ 

b'l 

b'de' 

b'/ 

b'dj 

ee 

ve 

=■/ 

/ 

b-i 

bek 

bfg 

b'ee 

b'ei 

edfe 

ve/ 

«■& 

Vk 

b'eet 

bdj 

be'd/ 

Vd' 

b'/h 

edf 

Vede 

cdf 

bej 

bVf 

be',' 

ved 

by 

b'i 

Vd? 

¥h 

bdi 

bV 

bfh 

bed'e 

ve 

be'j 

b'ei 

ve. 

feS 

beh 

6W/ 

V 

bd' 

b'e 

bedi 

Vdh 

ved? 

mf 

b/9 

b'ede 

« 

=*/ 

Ved 

beeh 

b'eg 

ved 

6V 

<H 

W 

edi 

eds 

ve 

be/g 

V/' 

ve 

iW/ 

cdh 

b'ee' 

eel. 

e'd' 

Vd 

bd'h 

veh 

Vg 

b^cde 

m 

¥ed^ 

efl 

Vi 

ve 

bdeg 

Vedg 

b'e/ 

Vd' 

'/• 

be*d 

d% 

b'ek 

Ve 

bdr 

Veef 

b'de 

6c'e 

d-s 

f 

deg 

b'dg 

V 

be/ 

Vd?/ 

ve. 

bed^ 

d./ 

b; 

•r 

b'./ 

14 

ei 

vde 

b'ed- 

I'd 

e> 

b'ef 

V 

bV) 

edi. 

b'eg 

ved 

b'g 

by 

}Me 

b^k 

b'ed/ 

13j 

e'eg 

b'e'd/ 

b'e 

b-cf 

b'ei 

vee 

b'ej 

Vce 

0 

e/' 

vee 

«■/ 

b'de 

B-dh 

Vei- 

b'di 

Wi'e 

6« 

cd'g 

Ve^e 

Ve^ 

&Ve 

bhg 

Wi 

b'eh 

4V/ 

cm 

edef 

b'd' 

b'd' 

JW 

b'f 

6V 

b% 

b'e'de 

dl 

ee 

be/ 

ved 

b^ed 

be'h 

6'/ 

bei 

b'ed' 

ek 

d'/ 

bede 

ve 

6c^ 

beds 

Vee 

bedh 

be'. 

fl 

d'e 

be'd? 

v. 
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14.15 

15 

15 

15 

15,16 

16 

16 

16 

16 

h>cd 

b'gh 

hcdef 

vr- 

b'e'd 

edl 

eef 

ed'e? 

m 

bV 

bfk 

fa- 

¥e'h 

b'e' 

eeh 

d'h 

d'e 

6« 

l"d 

bedj 

bd?f 

b*edg 

Vg 

ef, 

d'eej 

m 

b'edh 

b'V 

bea 

hd'e' 

Veef 

b'ef 

egi 

df' 

b'ek 

b'ee. 

b^e 

befh 

efh 

b'eef 

b'de 

eh' 

d,'f 

b'dj 

b'ef 

b" 

leg' 

=■* 

Vde' 

b'e'i 

d'k 

ef 

b'ei 

b'd'g 

16 

bdl 

A/ 

bVg 

b'ed' 

dej 

¥m 

b'fh 

b'de/ 

bdeh 

e?dPf 

b'e'df 

bVd 

dft 

b'el 

b'g' 

b'e 

m 

bdfs 

cW 

b'e'e' 

?.V 

dgk 

b'dk 

b'ej 

b'eh 

P 

be', 

cd'e 

b'ed'e 

ff 

e't 

b'ef 

Vedi 

vedg 

bo 

be/' 

d= 

l^d* 

Ifce 

efk 

b'fi 

b'eeh 

b'e'ef 

en 

c-J 

m 

6-ey 

b'd' 

•»■ 

Pgh 

b'e/g 

b'ed/ 

dm 

«i 

b'ej 

Iffde 

Vc'd 

n 

b'e'k 

Ifd'h 

Vedf 

el 

cW. 

b'di 

b'e-d' 

b'e' 

}?n 

b'edj 

b'deg 

b'd'e 

fk 

'•/g 

Veh 

h&e 

b"e 

b'em 

b'eei 

b'd/' 

bVg 

Si 

cd'h 

f/9 

befd' 

V'ed 

b'dl 

Ve/h 

ffe'f 

b'ed/ 

hi 

cdeg 

iW 

M 

6V 

b'ek 

b'ef 

I'eH 

b'ee 

b^ 

edf 

J^edh 

Ui 

t/'d 

Wi 

b'dH 

I'e'dh 

b'e'd'e 

bem 

ee'/ 

feeg 

b^eh 

i'V 

b'gi 

h'deh 

b'e'eg 

b'ed' 

bM 

d'g 

b'ef 

Vd,j 

b"e 

b'h' 

b'df, 

h'e'/' 

be'/ 

bek 

d'ef 

b'd'g 

b'ef 

JIS 

be'l 

SWj 

b'ed'g 

bede 

bfi 

de' 

Vdtf 

Ve'g 

M 

bedk 

4V" 

Vedef 

bed' 

bgi 

VI 

6W 

tfedf 

beej 

bej 

iW 

e'e 

11.' 

¥et 

6V* 

Vee' 

^^ 

bffi 

bfdi 

b'd^/ 

ed' 

an 

b'dj 

b'fdg 

if'd'e 

? 

bcgh 

beek 

b'd'e' 

t/j 

eik 

b'ei 

SW./ 

Ve-f 

bp 

bd'j 

t^A 

be'h 

Wei 

eej 

Vfh 

b'edff 

b>'?de 

bdei 

bed'h 

b^d^ 

¥'lh 

,fi 

by 

b'ede' 

b'ed' 

dm. 

bdfli 

bedeg 

bee/ 

b'eg 

"A 

b-e'j 

b'd'e 

b'^e 

em 

id,' 

bed/' 

be'd'/ 

b'f' 

d'i 

b'edi 

b^g 

Ife'd' 

fl 

be'h 

bee'f 

bede 

b'eV, 

dei 

b'eeh 

be?df 

H'&d 

gk 

i'fg 

bd'g 

bed'e 

Ifed, 

ifh 

b-efg 

6A- 

be' 

t 

if 

bd'ef 

bd' 

b'ee/ 

dg' 

b'd'i 

Sow. 

b-h 

e'k 

bde' 

e'g 

b'd'/ 

e% 

b'deg 

bed- 

Veg 

b'e, 

e'dj 

e'i 

efdf 

ffde 

5* 

b'df 

V 

b'df 

ben 

e'ei 

c'dh 

ee 

b'e, 

/' 

b'e}f 

c'cfe 

b'ef 

bdm 

e'fl, 

Aj 

ed'e 

b'e'df 

b-m 

b^i 

B'd' 

bVf 

bel 

eg' 

■y- 

e'd' 

b'ee 

b'd 

be'dh 

b'j 

Vede 

bfk 

ed'i 

e'd'g 

b'k 

b'ed'e 

VHk 

bc'eg 

¥ei 

b'd' 

hi 

cdeh 

efdef 

b'ej 

b'd' 

Wej 

be'/' 

b^dh 

bVe 

bin 

'dfg 

e'e? 

b'di 

my 

Vfi 

bed; 

b-eg 

ved? 

e'm 

ee'g 

«ef 

b'd. 

b'ede 
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16 

16.17 

17 

17 

17 

17 

17 

17 

17.18 

b^M' 

bVd 

e/i 

def 

e'deg 

6cV 

bePg 

6'/- 

We'd' 

hVe 

bV 

,gh 

«•/ 

eW 

W/ 

be'df 

veh 

ped 

IfeVl' 

S"e 

fh 

¥n 

eVf 

bed^e 

Wf 

b'edg 

pe 

hi^d 

fed 

ff 

b^mi 

cd'g 

bd*e 

Md'e 

Pee/ 

S"» 

e» 

b'V 

b'o 

Pdl 

ed'ef 

C-* 

bed- 

Pdy 

b"e/ 

m 

b'^d 

b'm 

Wd: 

odd' 

c'dg 

ef 

Pde 

P'de 

I'A 

6'V 

mm 

ffi 

d'f 

A/ 

ede 

peg 

Pe'e 

b'dg 

6"c 

b^d 

5V 

dV 

efd'f 

eV 

PeV/ 

Ped' 

b',/ 

S» 

m 

JW 

b'm 

c'de 

b'k 

PeV 

wed 

lfo'3 

17 

ftj 

mi 

bV 

e'd-e 

tfcj 

Ped% 

bV 

Ifcdf 

6=/i» 

Vedh 

¥'lk 

ed' 

mi 

Pd- 

b"/ 

b'ce' 

287 

6c=m 

b'aj 

b'ej 

m 

¥eh 

pe/ 

Wee 

b'd'e 

r 

bedl 

b'c/i 

h-fi 

b-ek 

ffg 

b'ede 

b"d' 

IVf 

b, 

beet 

b'cgh 

iV' 

Vdj 

bVi 

bVd' 

We'd 

Vc'de 

cp 

Wi 

b'dy 

b'e'k 

tfei 

¥edh 

pe. 

pe 

Vcd' 

do 

bcsi 

Vdd 

Vedj 

b-fli 

Weeg 

Pe>d' 

b'e 

b'o'e 

m 

bch^ 

b'dfh 

b'eei 

Iff 

b'ef 

bVd 

Wed 

bVd^ 

/.» 

bdft: 

Vdif 

b'e/b 

b-ej 

Ifd'g 

be' 

we 

V(fd 

3l 

bdej 

b'e'h 

b'eg- 

b'cdi 

i^def 

Pi 

P'd 

iW 

hk 

bdfi 

Wj 

»d\ 

b'etb 

bv 

Peh 

h"e 

Wh 

V 

bdffk 

br 

Vdeh 

b>efg 

b'eh 

Vdg 

b-e 

b'cf 

b-p 

b,'i 

bd'k 

Vdf, 

b'd% 

b'edg 

Pe/ 

P' 

b'df 

hco 

UJk 

bedj 

Ve'g 

b'deg 

bVe/ 

b'e'g 

1  ^' 

1    385 

W 

bdii 

Uf 

Jc"a 

fef- 

b'df 

b-edtf 

b'ed/ 

bVf 

bem 

Vs 

be/I. 

bVj      . 

Vef 

b'ede 

Pee 

Vak 

b/l 

c'l 

bey 

b'e'di 

b'e'i 

bVe 

bU'e 

s 

¥d^ 

bgk 

edk 

bcdH 

6V.i 

bVdh 

peg 

pe/ 

il- 

bVe 

bhj 

fej 

bcdA 

bVfg 

f^eeg 

vedj 

Pe'de 

eq 

bVd" 

bi' 

i-fi 

bedfg 

b-edfh 

bVf 

VeV 

Ped' 

dp 

l^'^d 

Ai 

fgh 

bee^j 

b^edeg 

t'ed-g 

vedh 

pee 

bV 

cdm 

«ej 

beef 

yesp 

Wedef 

Ped* 

ped' 

A 

b". 

cd 

cdei 

bd% 

Ve^f 

6W 

6W/ 

bVd 

gm 

6V 

ofh 

cd/h 

bd-eg 

Vd'g 

•fd'f 

bVd, 

pe 

U 

b'ds 

m 

cdfi' 

bdT 

b^d'ef 

5'dV 

bVd' 

4-i 

it 

6Ve 

ohi 

ce% 

bde^ 

b'dei' 

bVh 

bee 

Peg 

/ 

6'crf' 

dH 

^/g 

be' 

beV 

b'e'dg 

bed' 

Vd/ 

W, 

VM 

dek 

¥• 

e'j 

bfdh 

hVef 

e'd 

pe 

bep 

bV 

dfj 

dH 

e'di 

bee. 

bvdy 

Ifj 

bV/ 

bdo 

ff 

dgi 

d\k 

d'eh 

bfP 

bVde^ 

b'd 

Pede 

hm 

J"e. 

dh^ 

■«yj 

<% 

b<?d^g 

b'ed^e 

b'dh 

W 

tfm 

IfV 

«V 

dt'g 

ed^h 

bedef 

b^d' 

We, 

pee 

bgl 
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18 

18 

18 

18 

18 

18 

18 

18 

18 

bU 

hefi 

L'd^j 

<(■./ 

bc^'leg 

¥edp 

bVi 

Ifcd'f 

SWj 

bij 

legk 

n/i 

dV 

IMf 

fte"/ 

b^edk 

b'alt' 

b'edf 

c\ 

bfh 

b^^h 

b'n 

bc'ty 

Wd'g 

bVeg 

bfdH 

b'ee' 

cdn 

¥f 

bVi 

Van 

bcd'g 

b>d'»f 

bVf 

bVg 

Ifd-e 

eem 

C^M 

b%fi 

l*dl 

bed'ef 

6'(te' 

b'cd'g 

VMf 

V^J 

cfl 

c'M 

V^ei/ 

¥ek 

bed,' 

V^i 

b-cdef 

b'l^e' 

Ve'de 

cgk 

i?ek 

b'Pt 

Vfl 

Id'f 

bVdk 

bW 

Pd'd'e 

Fed' 

Aj 

'•/i 

be'l 

b'gi 

trfv 

bVeg 

bVf 

b'cd' 

6W. 

ci" 

<?gi 

bc'dh 

b%^ 

cS 

bVf 

b-dV 

5W/ 

iWii- 

d-m 

c'N' 

bc'ej 

V^l 

ifdh 

b'cWg 

6Vft 

b'e'de 

b'e'd 

dd 

cd^k 

be'/i 

b\dk 

Aj 

b-c'd,/ 

Vi'dg 

Pc'd' 

b'e' 

dft 

od^ 

So'j* 

Vcej 

o'P 

b'eV 

bVt/ 

SVe 

b"h 

dm 

cdfi 

bed-j 

Vcfi 

ifd'g 

b^cdy 

bVd'f 

b'c'd' 

b"eg 

did 

cdgh 

beda 

Pogh 

fdef 

iVrfV 

Pc^AP 

be'd 

b"df 

e% 

ceH 

bod/h 

b'dy 

cV 

b'd'. 

PaPe 

c' 

t^e 

•f) 

ceA 

bodf 

Ir'dd 

cV/ 

bfh 

b'd' 

i'i 

b'ey 

egi 

««," 

hce^h 

Vdfl, 

edv 

bc-dg 

bVg 

b'd 

b'ede 

eA' 

=/■» 

bafg 

bW 

cd; 

bc'ef 

hVdf 

bm 

b'd' 

/■i 

i'i 

bcf 

bVh 

d' 

bti'dy 

b'^S^ 

b'eg 

b'e'e 

M 

d-ei 

bd'i 

b't/g 

ifim 

h?d^ 

SWi-e 

Vf 

ved' 

'f 

i'fh 

bd^eh 

b'f 

Vd 

bc'd'e 

b'fi'd* 

Vc'l, 

We'd 

W, 

iV 

bd-fg 

bVk 

ydk 

bad- 

bc'f 

b'edg 

SW 

J'm 

d^h 

bde-g 

bV4 

»■«■ 

fg 

bd^de 

Ucef 

b", 

bHn 

d.fa 

bdef 

b^c^d 

b'fi 

o'df 

boM' 

¥d?f 

K'ef 

b'tm. 

df 

bff 

y-^fli 

Vgh 

<?^ 

e'e 

6'<fe= 

b"de 

m 

«■? 

t'k 

bVg' 

b'fk 

a'd\ 

tfd' 

b'e'g 

6»A 

b'gh 

«■/■ 

'•4 

b-td'i 

b'adj 

cW 

1/& 

V,?,lf 

b"ed' 

Vhj 

yo 

e'ei 

b^edeh 

b'cei 

bH 

Vcj 

b'eV 

b'e'd 

hH-' 

b'en 

i-fh 

Vcdfg 

b'efh 

b'ck 

b'di 

b'ed'e 

6V 

h^n 

Vdm 

cy 

bVg 

6V 

tfdj 

iW. 

b'd' 

jy 

bodm 

Vd 

d-d% 

b'ctf 

V-dH 

b;i 

"fa 

b'e'f 

b"ee 

bad 

Vfk 

c^ddi 

m'k 

b*Mt 

b'/li 

bVi 

b'ede 

b"d' 

bcfk 

ifsi 

''d/l 

bVeg 

Vdfg 

bV 

b'edl. 

b'M' 

We'd 

bcgj 

md 

cVg 

VdT 

b'e'g 

bVj 

t^eeg 

6V. 

S'V 

bcM 

b'An 

A/" 

Vd>?f 

b'eh 

Iflcdi 

tPef 

b'e'd' 

b"e         1 

bd'l 

Vcdl 

cl'h 

bv 

iWj 

Ifcdi 

Vd'g 

¥e'd 

b"ed 

bdek 

J^eek 

cd^eg 

bei 

Vedi 

f'fg 

tfdtf 

6W 

b^G' 

idjj 

Wi 

cdy^ 

bc>di 

V^ef, 

6W% 

b'e' 

« 

V'd 

bdti 

Vcgi 

od,'/ 

b^eh 

V^ffg 

Vdeg 

Pd'h 

Peh 

b"e' 

hdk^ 

6Wi' 

rf 

bay. 

Ved'h 

Ifdf 

}l'<?dg 

Vdg 

b"e 

bi-j 

b^d^'k 

d'l 

ba'd'h 

Pcdeg 

tfff 

Pd'ef 

We/ 

b" 
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772. 

ON    THE    ANALYTICAL    FORMS    CALLED    TREES. 

[From  the  American  Journal  of  Mathematics,  vol.  rv.  (1881),  pp.  266—268.] 

In  a  tree  of  N  knots,  selecting  any  knot  at  pleasure  as  a  root,  the  tree  may 
be  regarded  aa  springing  from  this  root,  and  it  is  then  called  a  root-tree.  The  same 
tree  thus  presents  itself  in  various  forms  as  a  root-tree;  and  if  we  consider  the 
different  root-trees  with  if  knots,  these  are  not  all  of  them  distinct  trees.  We  have 
thus  the  two  questions,  to  find  the  number  of  root-trees  with  N  knots ;  and,  to  find 
the  number  of  distinct  trees  with  ^  knots. 

1  have  in  my  paper  "  On  the  Theory  of  the  Analytical  Forms  called  Trees," 
FML  Mag.,  t.  xm.  (1857),  pp.  172—176,  [203]  given  the  solution  of  the  first  question; 
viz.  if  tfijf  denotes  the  number  of  the  root-trees  with  N  knots,  then  the  successive 
numbers  0i,  </)s,  ^,  etc.,  are  given  by  the  formula 

<f>,+x<l,,  +  x'^,  +  ...={l-x)-*'(l-o^)-^'(l-x')-^'..., 

viz.  we  thus  find 

suffix  of  0      1     2     S     4     o      6       7        8         9        10        11         12  13 

0=1     1     2     4     9     20     48     115     286     719     1842     4766     12486. 

And  I  have,  in  the  paper  "  On  the  analytical  forms  called  Trees,  with  application 
to  the  theory  of  chemical  combinations,"  Brit.  Assoc.  Report,  1875,  pp.  257 — 305,  [610] 
also  shown  how  by  the  consideration  of  the  centre  or  bicentre  "  of  length "  we  can 
obtain  fonnulie  for   the   number   of  central   and   bieentral   trees,  that   is,  for   the  number 
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of  distinct   trees,   with   iV  knots:    the   nnraerieal    result   obtained   for   the   total   number 
of  distinct  trees  with  K  knots  is  given  as  follows : 


12     3     4     5     6 

7       8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

18 

10     112     3 

7     12 

27 

55 

127 

284 

682 

0     10     113 

*     11 

20 

51 

108 

267 

619 

6     11     23     47     106     235     551     1301. 


„     Bicentral 
Total  1      1      1 

But  a  more  simple  solution  is  obtained  by  the  consideration  of  the  centre  or 
bicentre  "  of  number."  A  tree  of  an  odd  number  N  of  knots  has  a  centre  of  number, 
and  a  tree  of  an  even  number  W  of  knots  has  a  centre  or  else  a  bicentre  of  number. 
To  explain  this  notion  (due  to  M.  Caniille  Jordan)  we  consider  the  branches  which 
proceed  from  any  knot,  and  (excluding  always  this  knot  itself)  we  count  the  number 
of  the  knots  upon  the  several  branches ;  say  these  numbers  are  a,  ^,  7,  S,  e,  etc., 
where  of  course  a  +  yS4-7+ 8  +  6  + etc.  =  if— 1.  If  N  is  even  we  may  have,  .say 
t  =  ^N;  and  then  ^  +  7  +  8 +  e  +  etc.  =  JiV— 1,  viz.  a  is  larger  by  unity  than  the  sum 
of  the  remaining  numbers :  the  branch  with  a  knots,  or  the  number  a,  is  said  to 
be  "merely  dominant."  If  N  be  odd,  we  cannot  of  course  have  a  =  ^^,  but  we  may 
have  a>^N\  here  a  exceeds  by  2  at  least  the  sum  of  the  other  numbers;  and  the 
branch  with  a  knots,  or  the  number  a,  is  said  to  be  "predominant."  In  every  other 
case,  viz.  in  the  case  where  each  number  a  is  less  than  ^iV,  (and  where  consequently 
the  largest  number  a  does  not  exceed  the  sum  of  the  remaining  numbers),  the  several 
branches,  or  the  numbers  a,  0,  7,  etc.,  are  said  to  be  subequal.  And  we  have  the 
theorem.  First,  when  N  is  odd,  there  is  always  one  knot  (and  only  one  knot)  for 
which  the  branches  are  subequal :  such  knot  is  called  the  centre  of  number.  Secondly, 
when  N  is  even,  either  there  is  one  knot  (and  only  one  knot)  for  which  the  branches 
are  subequal :  and  such  knot  is  then  called  the  centre  of  number ;  or  else  there  is 
no  such  knot,  but  there  are  two  adjacent  knots  (and  no  other  knot)  each  having  a 
merely-dominant  branch :  such  two  knots  are  called  the  bicentre  of  number,  and  each 
of  them  separately  is  a  half-centre. 

Considering  now  the  trees  with  If  knots  as  springing  from  a  centre  or  a 
bicentre  of  number,  and  writing  ->|rjv  for  the  whole  number  of  distinct  trees  with  iV 
knots,  we  readily  obtain  these  in  terms  of  the  foregoing  numbers  ^i,  i/tj,  <j}j,  etc.,  viz. 
we  have 

^.=  1, 

i/fj  =  coeff.  a?  \D  (J  —  a 

^4  =  1-^2  (03  +  1)  +  coeff,  a?  in  (1  -  a 
i/'i  =  coeff.  3^  in  (1  —  a 

■^8  =  40s  (03  +  1)  +  coeff.  ic'  in  (1  -  a 
■^  =  coeff.  x'  in  (1  -  a;)-*.  (1  ~  a^)-*=  (1  -  a^)-*=, 


,)-*., 

,)-*.(! . 

-^yt.. 

»)-*.(l 

-^')-\ 

p)-*.(l 

-a?)-«.(l 
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and   so   on,   the   law   being   obvious.      And   the   formula    are    at    once   seen   to   be   true. 
Thus  for  jV=6,  the  formula  is 

We  have  (pg  root-trees  with  3  knots,  and  by  simply  joining  together  any  two  of 
them,  treating  the  two  roots  as  a  bicentre,  we  have  all  the  bieentral  trees  with 
6  knots:  this  accounts  for  the  term  ^^^(^a  +  l).  Again,  we  have  ^  root-trees  with 
1  knot,  03  root-trees  with  2  knots;  and  with  a  given  knot  as  centre,  and  the 
partitions  (2,  2,  1),  (2,  1,  1,  1),  (1,  1,  1,  1,  1)  successively,  we  build  up  the  central 
trees  of  6  knots,  viz.  1'  we  take  as  branches  any  two  i^^'s  and  any  one  0i;  2°  any 
one  02  and  any  three  0,'s ;  3°  any  live  0i's ;  the  partitions  in  question  being  all 
the  partitions  of  5  with  no  part  greater  than  2,  that  is,  all  the  partitions  with  sub- 
equal  parts.     We  easily  obtain 

suffix  of  -f     1     2     3     4     5     6      7       S       El       10       11       12        13 

if-  =  l     1     1     2     3     6     11     23     47     106     23-5     551     1301 

peeing   with   the   results    obtained    by   the    much    more    complicated    formuliE    of    the 
paper  of  1875. 
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ON    THE    8-SQTJAEE    IMAGINAKIES. 


[Fro 


I  the  Avierican  Journal  of  Mathematics,  vol.  IV.  (1881),  pp.  293 — 296.] 


I  WRITE  throughout  0  to  denote  positive  unity,  and  uniting  with  it  the  seven 
imaginaries  1,  ..,,7,  form  an  octavic  system  0,  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  7,  the  laws  of  com- 
bination being 

0^  =  0,    r  =  2^  =  3=  =  4=  =  6=  =  6=  =  7^  =  -0, 
123  =  ei,         146  =  €„         167  =  es, 
246  =  ^4,        257  =  e„ 
347  =  ee,  356  =  e„ 

where   e=±,   viz.   each   e   has   a   determinate   value   +   c 
where  the  formula,  123  =  ei,  denotes  the  six  equations 

23=      e,l,  31=      e,2,  12=      e,3, 

32  =  -e,l,  13  = -6,2,  21  =  -e,3, 

and  so  for  the  other  formulae.     The  multiplication  table  of  the  eight  symbols  thus  is 


the   case   may   be ;    and 


0     i         1  '         2 

3 

4 

.           3 

7 

1        ^    0 

£,3 

-«i2 

t,5 

-«,4 

.,7 

-e^e 

2        ^,,3 

-    0 

<,1 

.,6 

.=  7 

-<.4 

-(,5 

3     !      .,2 

-..1 

-    0 

•,1 

.,9 

-„5 

-E.4 

4     !  -.,5 

-,.6 

-.7 

-    0        ,,1 

.,2 

^.3 

5      ^      .,4 

-.,7 

-t,S 

-^1     -    0 

e,3 

e,2 

6 

-.7 

.,4 

.,5 

-,.2     -,,3 

~     0 

*.l 

7 

<.6 

..5 

•.i 

-.,3  [  -,,2 

-..I 

-     0 
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Hence    if   0,    1,    2,   S,   4,   5,   6,   7   and   0'.   1',   2',   3',   4',   5',   6',   7'    denote    ordinary 
algebraical  magnitudes,  and  we  form  the  product 

(00+ll  +  22  +  33  +  44  +  o6  +  66  +  77)(0'0  +  I'l  +  2'2  +  3'3  +  *'4+5'5  +  6'6  +  7'7), 
tliis  is  at  once  found  to  be  — 

(00'  -  11'  -  22'  -  38'  -  44'  -  53'  -  66'  -  77')  0 
+  (01'  +  0'l  +  (r,23  +  .,45  +  e.67  )1 

+  (02'  +  0'2  +  e,31  +  e,46  +  e.S7  )  2 

+  (03'  +  0'3  +  e,12  +  e,47+e,56  )3 

+  (04'  +  0'4  +  ^51 +_.,62  +  «,73  )  4 

+  (06'  +  0'5  +  «,14'+V7'2  +  «,63  )6 

+  (06'  +  0'6  +  £,71  +  «.24  +  «,3.5  )6 

+  (07'  +  0'7  +  e.l6  +  e,25  +  e.34  )  7, 

wbere  12  is  written  to  denote  12'— 1'2,  and  so  in  other  cases. 

The  sum  of  the  squares  of  the  eight  coeiHcients  of  0,  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  7  respectively 

will,  if  certain  terms  destroy  each  other,  be 

=  (0'  +  l-  +  2-  +  3"  +  4"  +  5'  +  6-  +  7-)(0'-+l'>  +  2''  +  3'"  +  4'>+5'"  +  6'=+7"); 

viz.  the  sum  of  the  squares  contains  the  several  terms 

(:,e,23.45,  .,8.23.67,  e,6,31.46,  r,Cs81.57,  t,.,12.47,  e,e,12.56,  •,e,46.67, 
«,e,24.35,  e,«,62.73,  6,e,14.63,  t,t,S1.1S,  t,t,U.72,  6,«.61.62,  (.,«.46.S7, 
e,«,25.34,     «,<,72.63,     .,e,16.34,     (r,e,71.35,     e.e,71.24,     e.»,16.26,     I,t,i1.56, 

and  observing  that  21  =  — 12,  etc.,  and  that  we  have  identically 
23. 45  +  24. 53  +  25. 34  =  zero,  etc, 

then   the  three    terms    of   each    column   will   vanish,   provided    a   proper   relation    exists 

between  the  e's:  viz.  the  conditions  which  we  thus  obtain  are 


e,ei  =  —  €ie,=      CjCj 

eie3  =  -eje9=      e^e. 

ei€4  =  -  e,e„  =  -  e^e, 

«lCs=        e,€r=       e,€^ 

e,e,=     e^e,  =  -6364 

€,(,  =  ~£ifi=      e^es 

e,%  =  -e,e5=      e„e, 

We    may    without 

loss    of   generality    assume 

me 

+  =  _c,ej=      e^ee. 

Ci  =  ea  =  cj  =  + ;     the    equations    then 
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and  writing  6=±  at  pleasure,  these  are  all  satisfied  if  —e^  =  ei  =  e^  =  e^  =  6.  The  terms 
written  down  all  disappear,  and  the  sum  of  the  squai-es  of  the  eight  coefficients  thus 
becomes  equal  to  the  product  of  two  sums  each  of  them  of  eight  squares,  viz.  this 
is  the  case  if  (1  =  65  =  ^3=+,  —  e,  =  f,  =  e„  =  er  =  ^,  8  being  =  +  at  pleasure:  the  resulting 
system  of  imaginaries  may  be  said  to  be  an  8-square  system. 

We  may  inquire  whether  the  syi^tem  is  associative ;  for  this  purpose,  supposing 
in  the  first  instance  that  the  e's  remain  arbitrary,  we  form  the  complete  system  of 
the  values  of  the  triplets  12 , 3,  1 .  23,  etc.,  (read  the  top  line  12 . 3  =  —  ejO, 
1.23  =  -ei0,  the  next  line  12.4  =  e,e„7,  1.24  =  ^,^4?,  and  so  in  other  cases): 


12.3- 

1 .  23  = 

_  jj 

_  , 

12.4  = 

1.24  = 

€j£„ 

<S'4 

12.5  = 

1.25  = 

«i«r 

12.6- 

1.26  = 

-  tjt? 

-   'i^i 

12.7  = 

1.27  = 

-   <1«8 

CsCi 

13.4  = 

1.34  = 

-  hU 

-  «aC8     : 

13.5  = 

1.35  = 

-   t,«5 

'.*7 

13.6- 

1.36  = 

«,e4 

'3<7 

13.7  = 

1,37- 

«i') 

-'£'« 

14.5- 

1.45  = 

-*= 

14.6- 

1.46- 

EjE, 

e:«4 

14.7- 

1.47  = 

t.«5 

-  'i^e 

15.6  = 

1.56  = 

-   ti*4 

15.7  = 

1.57  = 

-   «2*<i 

«1«5 

16.7  = 

1.67  = 

-    *■! 

-   «3 

23.4  = 

2.34  = 

^1*2 

-   «>«6 

23.5- 

2,35- 

-    '1*2 

-   (4«7 

23.6  = 

2.36  = 

«I<3 

-   «5«7       ; 

23.7  = 

2.37  = 

-   «1«S 

-  *4(fi  : 

24.5  = 

2.45  = 

-    fl<7 

-   «1*2       i 

24.6  = 

2.46  = 

-    tj 

24.7  = 

2.47  = 

«3«4 

«l(6 

25.6  = 

2.56  = 

-  <a«s 

«l'7 

25.7  = 

2.57  = 

-  f i 

26.7  = 

2.67  = 

-   <4'8 

-  '1^3       1 

34.5  = 

3.45  = 

-    %% 

e,<i 

34.6  = 

3.46  = 

-(.*8 

34.7  = 

3.47=    ' 

-   «6 

-  Cb 

35.6  = 

3.56=    1 

-   '7 

35.7- 

3.57  = 

«3«7 

36.7  = 

3.67  = 

-   «5«7 

«i«;l 

45.6  = 

4.56=    , 

f-iH 

-   «6«7 

45.7  = 

4.57  = 

-  HH 

46.7  = 

4.67  = 

-  *i«t 

-'A 

56.7  = 

5,67  = 

-'6*7 

«2«a 
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Write   as  before   ei  =  ea  =  e3  =  +  ;    then,  disregarding   the   lines  (such  as  the  first  line) 

which   contain   the   symbol   0,   and   writing  down   only   the   signs  as   given   in   the  third 
and  fourth  columns,  these  are 


«fi 

'i 

-  «J 

-  u 

H 

•4 

^7 

«7 

-    «S 
«4 

-    «4 

-    Efl 

+ 

-    ti'B 

— 

-  ei*7 

+ 

-  «ttr 

- 

-«4f9 

fs 

<7 

-   ti*B 

+ 

~2 

-    «» 

-   f6t7 

+ 

+ 

-«««7 

- 

-    £4^5 

-   fi'i 

- 

-^^7 

+ 

We  hence  see  at  once  that  the  pairs  of  signs  in  the  two  columns  respectively  cannot 
be  made  identical:  to  make  them  so,  we  should  have  6s  =  e„  ej^  —  e^,  ^7=6,,  that  is, 
ej=iee  =  €7=  — 65,  which  is  inconsistent  with  the  last  equation  of  the  system  —6567  =  +. 
Hence  the  imaginaries  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  7,  as  defined  by  the  original  conditions,  are 
not  in  any  case  associative. 

If  we  have  $,  =  €^  =  €3=+  and  also  —€,^€^=£^  =  ^^  =  0,  that  is,  if  the  imaginaries 
belong  to  the  8-square  formula,  then  it  is  at  once  seen  that  each  pair  consists  of 
two  opposite  signs;  that  is,  for  the  several  triads  123.  145,  167,  246,  267,  347,  366 
used  for  the  definition  of  the  imaginaries,  the  associative  property  holds  good, 
12 . 3  =  1 .  23,  etc. ;  but  for  each  of  the  remaining  twenty-eight  triads,  the  two  terms 
are  equal  but  of  opposite  signs,  viz.  12 . 4  =  —  1 .  24,  etc. ;  so  that  the  product  124  of 
any  such  three  symbols  has  no  determinate  meaning. 

Baltimore,  March  5th,  1882. 
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TABLES    FOR    THE    BINARY    SEXTIC. 

The  Leading  Coefficients  of  the  First  18  ok  the  26  Covariants. 

[From  the  American  Journal  of  Mathematics,  vol.  iv.  (1881),  pp.  879 — 384,] 

Including  the  sextic  itself,  the  number  of  covariants  of  the  binary  sextic  is  =  26, 
as  shown  in  the  table  p.  296  of  Clebsch's  Tkeorie  der  htnarm.  algebratachen  Formen, 
Leipzig,  1872;   viz.  this  is 

Order 


Deg. 


0 


10 


12 


1 

/ 

2 

A 

i 

H 

3 

I 

P 

if.i) 

T 

4 

B 

if.  I). 

(/.   ') 

(«,  i) 

5 

(i,   I), 

ft  ') 

{H,l) 

6 

Ai, 

{p.   I) 
Hf,  i),  '). 

7 

IJ,   ''), 

{/,   l-): 

8 

ft  P). 

9 

{(./A  f). 

0 

(/,  P).      1     if.C).. 

2 

(if. '),  "), 

5 

(«  i),  1'). 
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Or,  using   the  capital  letters  A,  B,...,  Z  to   denote   the   2C 
order,  the  table  is 


eovariants   in  the   same 


A 

B 

c 

D 

E 

F 

Q,  =  {A,  cy 

H 

1 

J,.(A,Ef 

K,.(A,Ef 

i,-(Acyj 

M,  .  (C,  Ef 

If,-W,Ef 

0,.{D,Ef 

P 

Q,-{E,E)- 
B,  =  (C,  E\' 

S..{J,rr 

T,.{A,Ey 

t7,.(C,E-f 

r..{e,Ey 

W,-{A,E>f 

X,=(i,«y 

r,  =  tG,BY 

Z,  =  (ff,  E^f 

\            1 

The  references  a 


is  Salmoa's  C,  p.  20i. 
,,        „        J),  p.  207. 


i  Saltnoii's  Higher  Algebra,  3nd  Ed.,  1866. 


In  the  present  short  paper  I  give  the  leading  coefficients  of  the  first  18  covariants, 
A  to  R  (some  of  these  are  of  course  known  values,  but  it  is  convenient  to  include 
them) :  for  the  next  four  covai-iants  8,  T,  U,  V,  the  leading  coefficients  depend  upon 
the  coefficients  of  A,  C,  G  and  £r,  viz.  writing 


e 


=  (a,  b,  c,  d,  e,  /,  g^x,  ^jf, 
■(",     lA      H,      iS, 
=  (<■'.    1(3',     iV,     JS', 
-(«",  W",  itl".  AS",  -h'". 


i".  SY. 

%'.  y): 


-.5-,  3f, 


S,  CoefF.  ai-  =  ae  —  hh  +  cr/  ~  d^  +  ea, 

T,     „  ^  =  aS  -  267  +  3c/3  -  Ua, 

U,      „  3?=  go's  -  ^7  +  7'^  -  2S'a, 

V,       „  ic*  =  280a"e  -  35^"S  +  lO^'y  -  208"^  +  24e"a. 

Similarly  the  invariant   W  and  the  leading  coefficients  of  X,   Y  depend  on  the  coefficients 
oi  A,   G   and   JH^;    and   the    invariant    Z    depends    on    the    coefficients    of    G    and    EK 
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But  these  two  invariants  W  and  Z  have  been  alreadj'  calculated ;  viz.  as  already 
mentioned,  W  is  Salmon's  invariant  D,  and  Z  his  invariant  E,  given  each  of  them 
in  the  second  edition  of  his  Higher  Algebra  (but  not  reproduced  in  the  third 
edition):  on  account  of  the  great  length  of  these  expressions,  it  has  been  thought 
that  it  was  not  expedient  to  give  them  here. 

For   the   reason   appearing  above,   I   have   added   tlie   expressions   for   the  remaining 
coefficients  of  C,  E,  G. 


x" 

0,  .-c' 

O,  ^ 

S,    3? 

F,  ^ 

G,  :>? 

U,  x'' 

+  I 

ae     +  1 

ac   +  1 

acg    +1 

ace     +1 

ay    +1 

ahl    +  1 

~    6 

a'bd  -  i 

aW^  1 

df    -3 

(P     -1 

abe     -5 

a  be  -  3 

+  15 

c=   +  3 

e-     +2 

a'b^e  -  1 

erf    +2 

a!>¥    +  2 

-10 

a'b^g  -  1 
Sc/  +  3 
Srffi-1 
c=e    -3 
od-'  +2 

bed  +2 
c»     -  1 

a'^b^'d  +  8 
6c^  -6 

/,  if 

J,  ^ 

Z,  !• 

i,    «!» 

M,  «" 

jv^  *' 

0,  »^ 

acfi'j     +  1 

a'f      +    1 

<.•«!,     +    1 

•V  +  1 

•V     +     1 

-V?  -  1 

nW:/        0 

c/"*    —  1 

altf    -10 

ef     —    \ 

de    -1 

dfs    -     6 

(/«(/    +    1 

«/    -    1 

rf^o    -  1 

rf/    *    4 

abca    —    3 

»iy-i 

eV    +    a 

df   +    3 

rfy  +  3 

*/   +2 

c«=     +  16 

bdf  -    2 

hce  -2 

./■     -      3 

.y  -  3 

i"    -    2 

«■      -1 

d^e    -  12 

6e^     +    5 

M=  +  4 

aby  -    1 

«4y,  +  1 

» SWj        0 

o»'«y  -  I 

a"6=t^  +  16 

cy    +    9 

c^(i  -1 

be/g   +      6 

been  +    2 

6"c/  +    1 

W  +1 

6V    +    9 

cife    -17 

»W<  +  3 

6%  -    34 

6c/'  -    3 

be'y        0 

Ms +  2 

fey  -  12 

■i>     +    8 

6W-  6 

bdf  +   48 

WV-    4 

6c<^-  14 

Jm/  -  2 

4tA  -  76 

»•»■•    +    2 

Si-'  +  3 

*«■/  -    IS 

6<&/-  12 

bee'    +  U 

Wf  -  2 

W    +48 

JV/-    6 

cV    +    18 

6e'     +  15 

bd^e  +    1 

hM  +2 

c^e     +48 

JW.  +    2 

cy   -   45 

c^v  +    1 

cy   +  9 

<!•»    -I 

e^rf=  -32 

6c^e   +    6 

rfj  +      4 

A/  +    9 

c-de  -14 

c=(i/"  +  2 

6crf-^  -    4 

(*/+   78 

«iy+  4 

cii-    +    6 

c'e'    +  1 

(^     -   36 

«&•  -21 

aWey         0 

odh  -3 

rfy    -    48 

<(•«    +    8 

6W/+    8 

rf'      +  i 

rfV   +   28 
a°6%ey        0 
Wsr+    64 
4-A/-144 
6V    +   81 
6c%-   96 
6cV  + 108 
bcdy+   96 
&C(&'  - 136 
bd^s  +    16 
»*<;     +   36 
<?<r  -   72 
A"    -   27 
cW=e  +96 
cd'     -    32 

o'S-«,  -    3 
6'c(A/+    6 
iW+    9 
6Wy+  32 
b'de'  -  39 
S»"s  -    3 
b^d/~  66 
6c  V  +  18 
6c<i"c+  76 
bd'    -32 
ey    +27 
c'<fe  -45 
c't?'  +  20 

e-.?  -  9 

6'cy-    6 
6'crfe+  16 
6'J=  -    8 
6c'e    -    3 
Sc'i^U    2 
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avy 

+  1 

•¥3 

-    6 

df' 

+    4 

«v 

+    4 

.T 

-    3 

aicda' 

-    6 

bee/g 

+  18 

up 

-13 

hd'f. 

+  12 

6*V 

-  18 

Uf 

+    6 

cy 

+    4 

«'«V 

-24 

«'*» 

-18 

c%/' 

+  30 

cd'^ 

+  54 

c(Pr 

-13 

cd#/ 

-42 

ce" 

+  12 

d'g 

-20 

d'ef 

+  24 

rfV 

-    8 

t^h'dg'' 

+    4 

V,fg 

-  12 

T. 

+    8 

-    3 

b^ce'g 

+  30 

b^ceP 

-24 

bVeg 

-12 

b'd'f 

-24 

WdeH 

+  60 

W 

-27 

Mfg 

+    6 

Wdeg 

-42 

+  60 

bc'ey 

-30 

bed; 

+  24 

bcd-ef 

-84 

bc<M 

+  66 

bd-f 

+  24 

bdV 

-24 

,f,g 

+  12 

,f/' 

-27 

<?d:'g 

-    8 

edef 

+  66 

«•«■ 

-    8 

ed-f 

-24 

c'dV 

-39 

cdH 

+  36 

d' 

-    8 

Q,  x^ 

H,  'J? 

Mg' 

~      1 

'/a 

+      9 

/• 

-     8 

••bcg' 

+      3 

bd/g 

-    24 

b^g 

-    45 

bef 

+    66 

cVg 

-      2 

+      3 

cdeg 

+      5 

+    48 

cdr 

+      6 

-    12 

c-?f 

—      7 

-    51 

d>9 

-      3 

-    16 

dV 

-      3 

+    36 

d/ 

+      i 

-      8 

ai^f 

0 

~      2 

hHfg 

+      4 

+    13 

h-'deg 

-      5 

+  192 

bMp 

-      6 

-    48 

i^ef 

+      7 

-  144 

U\i 

-      5 

-159 

h<?P 

-      6 

+     18 

hcd^u 

+      7 

-    48 

hcdef 

^    16 

+    24 

bee' 

+    23 

+  279 

My 

+    30 

-    48     1 

bd^6^ 

-    33 

-    84 

c'd& 

-       1 

+    42 

c'^f 

+    36 

+  153 

c'dy 

-    37 

-    36 

cW 

-    53 

-399 

edh 

+    79 

+  312 

d' 

~    24 

-    64 

aWy 

-      2 

0 

yceg 

+      5 

0 

W 

+      6 

0 

b'd'g 

+      2 

-224 

¥de/ 

+    22 

+  144 

bh' 

-    27 

+    54 

bVdff 

-      8 

+  336 

h-'e'ef 

-    39 

-108 

b-'cdy 

-    50 

+  384 

V'cde^ 

+  107 

-684 

bH'e 

-    22 

+  144 

be"!, 

+      3 

-126 

b(?df 

+    84 

-648 

bch^ 

-    21 

+  432 

bcWe 

-  102 

+  564 

bed* 

+    44 

-288 

<?f 

-    27 

+  270 

i^d^ 

+    45 

-450 

c'd' 

-    20 

+  200 
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^, 

»/+2 

i-j" 

ce  -  9 
<i"+8 

»»■ 

*  +  4 

C(/+  1 

■</-4 
.-  +3 

»y 

(W^y  + 

1 

««/- 

I 

6«?  - 

1 

hdf- 

8 

bs>    + 

9 

cy  + 

9 

cde  - 

17 

d^    + 

8 

t 

neg  + 

1 

aP- 

1 

bdg- 

3 

bef  + 

3 

CV     4- 

•1 

Cdf- 

1 

ce?    - 

3 

d'e   + 

2 

Note.— la  the  tables  on  this  page,  a, 
has  been  treated  like  the  other  letters  ; 
on  the  preceding  pages,  the  powers 
of  a  have  been  suppressed  esoept  in 
the  first  of  every  aeries  of  terms  con- 
taining a  common  power  of  a. 


The    final    result    is    that    we   have    the   values   of    the   invariants   B,   I,  P,    W,   Z 

and    the    leading    coeificients    of    the    covariants    A,   C,   D,   E,   F,    G,   H,   J,  K,   L,   M, 

N,   0,   Q,   R:    also   the   means   of  calculating  the   leading  coefficients   of   the  remaining 
covariants  S,  T,   U,  V,  X,  Y. 


.^ 

«v  + 

1 

abf  + 

2 

ace  - 

19 

ad''  -!- 

8 

b'f.    - 

6 

bcd  + 

44 

c'      - 

30 

.y     1 

abii  + 

7 

«/- 

14 

o*  - 

14 

by 

0 

s«  - 

21 

hd"-  + 

L12 

ea  - 

70 

:i-V 

ttcti  + 

7 

W/- 

28 

ae'   - 

14 

if/f    + 

14 

h!f  - 

42 

hde  + 

.68 

105 

«y 

adf; 

0 

.,/- 

35 

bcq    + 

35 

bdf 

0 

be''    + 

Oi) 

<■:'/  - 

05 

..     1 

<Mg   - 

7 

«f- 

14 

bdt* 

28 

fe/* 

42 

<?s  * 

14 

cdf- 

168 

cer    + 

105 

.y      ! 

<if</  - 

^     i 

be,  + 

14     1 

bf 

0    ; 

cdij  + 

14 

"/   + 

21     1 

'V  - 

112     j 

de   + 

70 

x,f 

QAf    - 

1 

¥y  - 

2 

ce,  + 

19 

cf  + 

G 

i'g- 

8 

dff  - 

44 

r       4- 

» 

/ 

h.f         - 

1 

cfy    + 

5 

dsg  - 

2 

dr- 

8 

<■?/  + 

G 
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TABLES    OF    COVAitlANTS    OF    THE    BINAEY    SEXTIC. 

[Written  in  1894:   nozu  first  published.] 

The  binary  sextic  has  in  all  (including  the  sextic  itself  and  the  invariants)  26 
covariaiits  which  I  have  represented  by  the  capital  letters  A,  B,  C,...,  Z.  The  leading 
coeflGcients  of  the  covariants  A  to  It  (of  course  for  an  invariant  this  means  the 
invariant  itself)  are  given  in  my  paper  "  Tables  for  the  binary  sextic,"  Amer.  Matft.  Jour. 
vol.  IV.  (1881),  pp.  379 — 384,  [774];  the  two  invariants  Z  and  W  (Salmon's  invariants 
I)  and  E)  had  been  already  calculated.  But  I  did  not  in  my  values  of  the  leading 
coefficients,  nor  did  Salmon  in  his  values  of  the  two  invariants,  insert  the  literal 
terms  with  zero  coefficients :  as  remarked  in  my  paper  [143]  "  Tables  of  the  covariants 
M  to  W  o{  the  binary  quintic,"  it  is  very  desirable  to  have  in  every  case  the 
complete  series  of  literal  terms,  and  I  have  accoidingiy  in  the  expressions  of  the 
covariants  A  to  R  obtained  for  the  leading  coefficients,  and  in  the  expressions  obtained 
from  Salmon  for  the  invariants  W  and  Z,  inserted  in  each  case  the  complete  series  of 
literal  terms. 

I  give  a  list  of  the  26  covariants  nearly  in  the  form  of  that  given  in  the  latter 
paper  [143]  for  the  covariants  of  the  quintic,  only  instead  of  a  separate  column  of 
deg-weights   I   insert   these   in   the   body   of  the   symbol;    thus 

(7  =  (3,  3,  4,  3,  3)=  4  to  8(!v.  yf. 
the    5    coefficients    of    the    qnartic    function    contain    respectively    3,   3,   4,   3,   3    terms 
(some   of  them   it   may   be   with   zero    coefficients),   are    of   the    degree    2,   and    of    the 
weights  4,  5,  6.  7,  8  respectively. 
The  list  is  as  follows : 

^  =(1,  1,  1,  1,  1,  1,  1)'  0  to  6  {x,  yf, 
B  =  (4)2  6  {x,  yy,  Invt., 
C  =  (3,  3,  4,  3,  3)=  4  to  8  (^,  yf, 
D  =  (2,  2,  3,  3,  4,  3,  3,  2,  2)^  2  to  10  (a:,  yf, 
C.  XI.  48 
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£.(8,  8,  Sy  8  to  10(«,  yf, 
F-0.  1,  8.  8,  8,  1,  If  e  tt>  12  (x,  j)', 
e  =  (5,  7,  7,  8,  8,  8,  7,  7,  6Y  5  to  13  (ii,  yf, 
H-(S,  4,  5,  7,  7,  8,  8,  8,  7,  7,  6,  4,  3)"  3  to  15  (jj,  ji)", 
7  =  (18)'  12(«:,  J)',  Inrt, 
^  =  (16,  16,  18,  16,  16)*  10  to  14  (A',  yY, 
K  =  (li,  16,  16,  18,  16,  16,  14)'  9  to  15  (.«,  yY, 
L  =  (10,  13,  14,  16,  16,  18,  16,  16,  14,  13,  10)'  7  to  17  (ie,  yY^ 
Jf-(32,  32,  32y  14  to  16  («,  </)>, 
Jf=(30,  32,  32,  32,  30)'  13  to  17  (x,  j)', 
0-=(25,  29,  30,  32,  32,  32,  30,  29,  25)'  11  to  19  (»,  </)•, 
P  =  (58)'  18  (»,  yY,  Invt., 

Q  =  (51,  55,  65,  68,  55,  66,  51)'  15  to  21  {a:,  yY, 
i!-(51,  55,  56,  58,  55,  53,  ol/  15  to  21  (i,  yf, 
S  -  (94,  94,  94)'  20  to  22  («,  y)", 
r=(90,  94,  91,  91,  90)'  19  to  23  (as,  </)•, 
(r-(117,  151,  147)"  23  to  25  (n,  yf, 
F-(22I,  227,  227,  227,  221)'  25  to  29  (x,  yY, 
ir  =  (338)»  30  («,  yY,  Invt, 
X  =  (332,  338,  332)»  29  to  31  (x,  yY, 
F=(668,  676,  668)"  35  to  37  (n,  yY, 
^  =  (1636)"  46  («,  y)',  Invt, 

A.{    $s  y)< 
a^  s^y  a^'  x'y  ^Tfi  xi/  f 
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•  +  I 


-  15 


V  20 


-  15 


-(     \',  V)\  I«vt. 


ay 

+ 

1 

¥ 

- 

6 

ce 

+ 

15 

d^ 

- 
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sy-j-  2 

bde/g+  14 

h&?    +11 

My  - 18 

«■*,  + 

24 

rfv  + 

13 

d'g       ... 

A-/- 

62 

SV»  + 

2 

bedf-    6 

bdf-    8 

M'e  +    1 

Mb"  +  26 

0"./    + 

4 

cdef- 

6 

^e/  -  65 

e'       + 

30 

b'f 

*o.ys    ... 

J^j  -   9 

cy     +    9 

=■»     +    9 

rf/- 

58 

ee'     - 

37 

dyi    +50 

o'6  V  + 

10 

b,y  + 

9 

bef  +    6 

6.y+    6 

c=rfe  -14 

«/   4.  10 

<!*■    _ 

42 

d-f    - 

52 

a"i*^   +    6 

s-«- 

28 

b,d/g- 

34 

My<,+  18 

e'<V+   2 

c(i^    +   6 

c"e"    +  13 

(P.  + 

38 

dV  + 

68 

S"o/j+    6 

6Vi/  - 

24 

bce'g- 

4 

bde'g-  10 

«■'/»- u 

oW»j       ... 

crf'e  -53 

a"6V  + 

12 

a^l^fff   + 

14 

6V.y-  80 

b'tp  + 

42 

bcft 

57 

Me/'-SO 

cf^   +    ^ 

W/  +   8 

i'     +24 

sy 

fc^ce^  + 

1 

b'df     ... 

*=■/?- 

4 

bd'eg+ 

58 

6ey  +  12 

cd-fg-    1 

V<?    -   9 

a«6%  +    8 

J>'cdg+ 

4 

SV/*- 

42 

bVf  +  60 

6«fej» 

6 

biPf+ 

16 

cy   +    6 

crfe"^+  14 

hVf  ~   6 

¥e/  -   6 

b'cr/- 

57 

rav- 

38 

b^ig+ 55 

fc#" 

bJ,:f- 

no 

c'rf/j-  26 

c&y- 16 

iWe  +  16 

i¥j-    6 

tVf- 

16 

b^de/ 

tef-m 

»..■/- 

18 

b^     + 

45 

AV  - 13 

rf/  +    3 

Vd'  -   8 

t^cdf+  20 

6%"  + 

30 

bV    + 

36 

bcd'g+  55 

6(?V  + 

52 

o'/S  - 

3 

c"y  +  21 

d',g-    6 

fic^e    -    3 

6W  -  21 

ic=^  - 

9 

heig* 

62 

6crfe/    ... 

bdhf- 

66 

#<%+ 

42 

cd'eg+  53 

dy  +  8 

icW+    2 

bWe-    2 

S«/+ 

110 

be'ef* 

18 

baf  -60 

bd^  + 

30 

cvy- 

30 

«?/•+    2 

<f.y-  2 

««         ... 

ftc'/  -12 

icV  + 

13 

bcif* 

66 

M'/      ... 

tr'e^   + 

37 

Ay- 

12 

ctfey-  52 

de' 

6c"rfe+52 

6c!fe- 

87 

bode'- 

126 

6<iV+60 

■y   - 

66 

cd'g- 

38 

ce'     +  15 

6crf'  -  28 

M^    + 

16 

«>.  + 

24 

c%  -50 

«v- 

58 

cd'ef+ 

87 

d-g    -24 

A     -1,5 

'•/     + 

45 

o-j     - 

30 

<^e/  +60 

c'A/+ 

126 

cde^  - 

40 

(iV  +  28 

cW  +  10 

c=.;e  + 

40 

«/- 

30 

fd'f-  15 

cV    - 

60 

V  - 

16 

dV  -  10 

tW  - 

10 

c=e=    + 

60 
15 

c"rfe=      ... 
crf'e      ... 

rf/- 
c</V  + 
d'. 

24 
15 

dV  + 

10 
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P  =  (     fc  ,)•,  Invt. 


«-6y 

•■W 

al'cef 

cfs- 

dV 

+  1 

** 

-    6 

*■■ 

+     4 

•V 

+     4 

e'f 

-    3 

«JV 

/V 

ah<^ 

-    6 

^fg 

+  18 

'/• 

-12 

d'A 

+  12 

d,', 

-  18 

d«P 

ef 

+    6 

6V/ 

+    4 

<■« 

-  18 

oVj 

-24 

ft/- 

+  30 

cc^^ei/ 

+  54 

cdT 

-12 

,d?,/ 

-42 

rf 

+  12 

■iV 

-20 

<iV 

+  24 

<fV 

-    8 

aWdg" 

+     4 

€9 

-  12 

r 

+    8 

6V</= 

-    3 

Cdfff 

c^g 

+  30 

.ef- 

-24 

(Peg 

-12 

dT 

-  24 

dey 

+  60 

e* 

-27 

b.Jg 

+     6 

ethg 

-42 

ear 

+  60 

<?ef 

-  30 

r_dhj 

+  24 

td\f 

-84 

cde' 

+  66 

^y 

+  24 

^V 

-24 

bVeg 

+  12 

cT 

-27 

c'rfV 

-    8 

c'def 

+  66 

cV 

-    8 

c'dy 

-  24 

c'(Pe' 

-39 

cd'e 

+  36 

d^ 

-    8 

1 
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e  =  (  5i». !/)" 


aVdg'        ... 

»'iV 

aVM         ... 

«^6V' 

a'bf           ... 

aWof 

aWdff' 

'h        ... 

/V 

u-b  eg' 

•Vs"      ... 

¥,/,'       ... 

iff 

'ff       ... 

/' 

o'i*' 

n    ... 

Stej"       ... 

de(/^  +    5 

,y  + 

2 

f9        ... 

a^cif 

./■/ 

h'^cdf  -    5 

c/V       ... 

<yv-  fs 

"/■'J- 

4 

aScj-         ... 

df,        ... 

/> 

csfg  +  15 

,jy     ... 

•y?  -  6 

/'    + 

2 

dff       ... 

,',         ... 

«=6V/    - 

2 

5/-'    -10 

i./j  +  20 

./■    +    5 

.sy 

.y  +   2 

./■         ... 

lift  + 

6 

dJs  +  20 

(^/^   -20 

"If/If         ... 

i!/s' 

./V  -    4 

iV/j   -    3 

c«V   + 

8 

(^eV  -  25 

.■j    -20 

bceg'   -16 

*s'- 

6 

/•      +    3 

C(j!</   +      5 

»?r- 

10 

&/■  -  10 

ey^  +  20 

cfS  +  16 

*•'»  + 

6 

svyj-     ... 

cdf  +    6 

(!■«»- 

10 

fj    +16 

oSVs-        ... 

<P/  -  20 

«'A  + 

6 

crfV-    5 

rf/  -    7 

■*■/■  + 

18 

«6'rf/    +    5 

J'3       ... 

defg  +  90 

«/■  - 

6 

c(yv+  5 

■*■>   -    3 

A-/- 

22 

«/»    -15 

5  «*■  -  20 

df    -50 

6'»V  - 

8 

c,y,+  5 

■J-./-    3 

e*       + 

12 

/■     +10 

ce/?      ... 

eV    -35 

't'J  + 

8 

ce/=  -    5 

<W    +    4 

oSV'     + 

4 

6  cV    +    5 

e/-    +  20 

.y  -  15 

rfy+ 

10 

rfy  +   3 

«%■ 

■»    - 

6 

0*  -  90 

dy,     ... 

5W//  +  25 

cdefg  + 

4 

d-efy-    7 

6V?     t    -1 

.'»     - 

8 

mV   +  40 

rf«V  +  40 

A/j  -  40 

cdp  - 

24 

■iy-  2 

tfe?    -    6 

•/■    + 

10 

eep  +  40 

A/'  -  20 

cy   +  15 

«',   - 

8 

t&V  +    1 

(i/'^   -    6 

<.s=yj  - 

6 

rfV  +  50 

«y   -20 

C(^/</-  50 

«y  + 

18 

(fey=+  8 

V.    +    7 

cAg- 

* 

d'f  +  10 

6V-/=    +  20 

r.de-gi-  45 

^»- 

22 

.y  -  3 

6c%  -    5 

cdf- 

68 

<fey  -  40 

o'«-  40 

c*/'+  6 

rfVj7  + 

14 

My 

.■/■  -    6 

"■/  * 

76 

,'      -  15 

cVs-      ... 

rf/-       ... 

rfV'+ 

42 

J'W    ... 

rfj  +    7 

d',  * 

22 

4V/J   +35 

A/"  -  20 

iP.(/  -    5 

<(*•- 

46 

deg^  -    6 

c&/  -  16 

d'ef  + 

38 

c^ffeff-  45 

rfsj    ... 

d'f  +  50 

e»       + 

12 

<i/"S  +    6 

c?     +  23 

(fe'    - 

88 

oV/-     ... 

rfy+  60 

(^«y-  66 

.•6%- 

<%   +    6 

■jy   +30 

hVe(j    + 

8 

cV/-  65 

ct^ey-  20 

</e'    +  20 

&'ce/   + 

10 

,/■    -    6 

rfV  -  33 

»■/•   + 

42 

crf'i/  +    5 

ce'     +  20 

o'JV     +  10 

oyj- 

10 

b  c'ei/  +     7 

6Vd^  -    1 

c-iV- 

14 

crfV+  65 

d\j        ... 

/■»  -10 

jy  - 

18 

cyv-  7 

erf  +  36 

cW- 

82 

e*  -  45 

d\f  -  20 

6V%'  +  10 

*/?  + 

68 

c'iy+  3 

c=dy~  37 

c-f-    - 

44 

(?y  -20 

dV      ... 

c/j  -  40 

<(/■  - 

32 

edefg+  16 

tW  -  53 

crfy  + 

12 

«  -20 

dVdii'-     +  20 

«/■    +30 

»=?   - 

42 

wi/'  -  22 
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Q  ~  (  '^x,  yf  {continued). 


ab'cdh  +    79 

aiWV+  122 

aOJV     -    5 

a'>U'efg     -  20 

a%Hyg  -  10 

a"6=eV=      + 

24 

a'bce^g     -     86 

d'      -    2-i 

<;'e    -    44 

dfg    +50 

/=          - 

dt^g 

Jc^rfy"   + 

22 

c'f  +    39 

aWi/     -      2 

a^Y      -      2 

e=if     -  15 

6V/    -  20 

d^r  +  10 

«V</  - 

76 

dVt    -    30 

b'ceg     +      6 

ific/i,     +      6 

e/^    -  30 

ei^/i/  +  20 

ej         ... 

«y^  + 

54 

dVg  +    37 

cp    +      6 

(fe^r    f    24 

h'cYg    -15 

ee'a   +  20 

h<?<f    -  15 

c^/?- 

38 

rfV'  +    50 

(^V    +      2 

df'    +    32 

c(?e^  -    5 

c^r     ■■■ 

edfg+  40 

cde^g  + 

82 

■fcy    -    84 

*/   +    22 

ey    ^    54 

cdf  -  10 

d-'eg  -  60 

cV?  +  65 

cdef- 

50 

<■        +    27 

e^      -    Ti 

6=c'e?   -    18 

c«y  +  60 

dy       ... 

,?ef  +  60 

cey    + 

6 

bVdg'  -      4 

JVrffl  -      8 

cy-   -    24 

</V    -  50 

d(?f  +  40 

cd'eg-  65 

d^eg    - 

12 

A/s  -    23 

cHf  -    39 

c,^=?  -    42 

rfV  -  10 

e* 

C(^=/=+  10 

dy^  + 

64 

ef    +    27 

crfy-    50 

cdef  +    50 

<fe»     +30 

5cy?    +20 

cd«7+  10 

<;^«y- 

82 

cW/s+    33 

crfe'  +  107 

ce^     +    54 

6c=e^        ... 

cWeff+  20 

ce* 

<fe*    + 

30 

cye'</+    53 

d'e    -    22 

dy  -   &i 

cT       - 

cw-  io 

d'g    +  20 

&°c-'3=     ^ 

12 

e"rf./'-  107 

icV     +      3 

<;V  +    32 

c'^rfV  +  65 

cV/      ... 

rfV  - 10 

^^/S'  + 

58 

c^c^y  +    21 

(t'*?/"  +    84 

bc'dg  +    46 

c''def-  10 

crfV  +  20 

d^'?  +    5 

cV^    + 

44 

rf'ej-    79 

cV    -    21 

c=e/-      6 

cV    -  30 

crfV     ... 

6V/^    +15 

cV=  - 

54 

rfy+    22 

cW'e-  102 

0^/+    82 

cdy  +  10 

crfe=  -  40 

c'deg+  45 

c^rf'e^- 

122 

ct?V/+  102 

cd^    +    44 

t^rfe'-  112 

crfV  -  75 

dy      ... 

c^(i/'^-  30 

a'dy- 

32 

cde*    -    45 

&»oy    -    -27 

crf'e  -    34 

d'e    +  40 

d^e^  +  20 

c^ey  +  30 

o'dey  + 

112 

rfV     +    24 

tV^e  +    45 

d'      +    32 

6«c*<;^  -  20 

bVsff   ~  20 

cWV+  20 

c'e'     - 

30 

.  d'ef    -    44 

L-«'  -    20 

6V^     -    12 

cY      ..- 

'^T       - 

c^d'ef^  75 

cd'g    + 

44 

rfV    +    20 

c'rf/  -    30 

c'(^-    5 

c^t/V     ■■■ 

c'l/e^  -  50 

cdHf  + 

34 

c'e=    +    30 

cW^  +  50 

c'<fe/+  iO 

cdf  -  40 

c<;V  ~ 

30 

c=t;'e+    30 

c^<^=e-25 

cV 

c<i^e=  +  25 

dy   - 

32 

c'd*  -    20 

cd" 

cW:/-  20 
<r^(?'e'     ... 
cd^e        ... 
d^ 

d'o}    + 

20 
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776. 

ON    THE    JACOBIAN    SEXTIC    EQUATION. 

[From  the  Quarterly  Journal  of  Pure  and  Applied  Mathematics,  vol.  xviii.  (1882), 
pp.  52—65.] 

The  Jacobian  sextic  equation  has  been  discussed  under  the  form 

{s  -  ay  -  4=a{z  -af  +  l(ih{z  -af  -  ^{s-a)-\-b¥-^ac  =  0. 
(see  references  at  end  of  paper),  but  the  connexion  of  this  form  with  the  general 
sextic  equation  has  not,  so  far  as  I  am  aware,  been  considered,  And  although  this 
is  probably  known,  I  do  not  find  it  to  have  been  explicitly  stated  that  the  group 
of  the  equation  is  the  positive  half-group,  or  group  of  the  60  positive  substitutions 
out  of  the  120  substitutions,  which  leave  unaltered  Serret's  6-valued  function  of  six 
letters. 

Invariantive  Property  of  the  Jacobian  Seietic. 
Taking  z  —  a  rs   the  variable,  and   comparing   the   equation  with   the   general   sextic 
equation 

(a,  b,  c,  d,  e,  f,  g$s  -  n,  1)«  =  0, 
we  have 

a,        b,  c,     d,  e,       f  ,     g 

=  1,  -fa,  0,  ^b,  0,  -|c,  oP-iac; 
the  Jacobian  equation  is  thus  an  equation 

(a,  b,  c,  d,  e,  f,  gjic,  i/)'  =  0, 
for  which  c  =  0,  e  =  0,  ag  + 9bf- 20d^=  0;   but  of  course  any  equation,  which  can  bo  by 
a  linear   transformation   upon   the   variables    brought    into    this   form,   may   be   regarded 
as   a  Jacobian   equation. 

Hence,   using   henceforward    the    small   italic   in   place    of   the   small    roman   letters, 
the  Jacobian  sextic  may  be  regarded  as  an  equation 

linearly  transformable  into  the  form 

{a,  b,  0,d,  0,fg^^,yy-0, 
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where  ag+9bf—20d'^0.     It  is  to  be  shown,  that  this  implies  a  single  relation  between 
the  four  invariants  A,  B,  C,  and  A  of  the  sextic  function. 

I  call  to  mind  that  the  general  sextie  has  five  invariants  A,  B,  G,  D,  E  of  the 
orders  2,  4,  6,  10,  15  respectively;  the  last  of  them  E  is  nob  independent,  but  its 
square  is  equal  to  a  rational  and  integral  function  of  A,  B,  C,  D;  and  instead  of  D, 
we  consider  the  discriminant  A  which  is  an  invariant  of  the  same  order  10.  The 
values  of  A,  B,  0  are  given.  Table  Nos.  81,  34,  and  35  of  my  Third  Memoir  on 
Quantics,  Phil.  Trans.,  vol.  cxlvi.  (1856),  pp.  627—647,  [144];  those  of  J),  A,  E  were 
obtained  by  Dr  Salmon,  see  his  Higher  Algebra,  second  ed.  1866,  where  the  values  of 
A,  B,  G,  D,  A,  E  are  all  given  ;  only  those  of  A,  B,  G,  ^  are  reproduced  in  the  third 
edition,  1876. 

It  may  be  remarked,  that  for  the  general  form  we  have  A^ag  ~%hf+15ce  —  l(id\ 
and  that  B  is  the  determinant 

a,     b,    c,     d     : 


c,  d,     e,    f 

d,  e,    /,     g 

C  and  A  are   complicated   forms,  the   latter   of  them   containing  246  terms.     But  writing 
0  =  0,  e  =  0,  there  is  a  great  reduction;  we  have 


- 

j5  = 

C  = 

D  = 

ag   +     \ 

(K-Pq-l 

a?dy   +    1 

aY           +              '1 

hf  -    6 

bT   +  1 

„dr     +    4 

aV/         -              30 

(/^    -  10 

bdy-  2 

ahdyg+  12 

„  dy        -          300 

d*      +  1 

„d^g     -20 

„  dPg       -        2500 

aWd^  +    4 

„P          -        3125 

„bT    +    8 

a'bpg'     -            15 

„  h^d^p-  24 

„MW    -        4800 

„  bdy  +  24 

„  bdpg     -        7500 

„rf'      -    8 

„  dy        +       30000 

„  rfyv    +    50000 

a^b-'dg*      -        2500 
„iy=/     „         410 
„Pdpf-    171300 
„bW'      -    240000 
^bdYg"    +    780000 
„  bdp     +  1200000 

„  dY     - 1000000 

„  d'P       -  1600000 
ab'd/^     -        7500 
„¥pg      -      11520 
„bWg>     +      50000 
„  bWPg  +       83200 
a°by        -        3125 
„  6'rf/y  -    240000 
„f^p        -    331776 
„6W//   +  1200000 
„  b*dy*     +  1843200 

„  my   - 1600000 

„b'dp     -2560000 
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It  is  clear  that  these  are  all  functions  of  ag,  hf,  <P  and  a^^  +  h^g'^,  say  of  a,  ^,  B  and  <}). 
In  fact,  A  and  B  are  functions  of  a,  ^,  S;  G  contains  two  terms,  coefficient  4,  which 
are  =  4  V^  ■  -^ ;  A  contains  two  terms 

which  are  =  — 3125  (^'  — 2a'/3'-');  and  also  several  pairs  of  terms,  each  which  pair  contains 
the   factor   <j>.     We   thus   have 


A^ 

_s  = 

A  = 

a  +      1 

aS  -   1 

a'S       +     I 

a'               +                 1 

P-     6 

y?  +  1 

a/3S       +12 

«'/3          -           30 

S  -  10 

^3  -  2 

aS=       -  20 

a'S             -            300 

S=    +   1 

^        +    8 
/3=S      -  24 
;85=      +  34 

a^^=          +         5840  (=6250- 

0.^0'          -             15 

a^^S         .^        4800 

q'S'           +         3000 

a^^S        -     171300 

a^^S=        +    780000 

aW           -  1000000 

a^           -       11520 

a/S^S         +      83200 

^             -    331776 

^'S            +  1843200 

(r'S"         -  2560000 

^^S.o?  -        2500 

„     a;8  -        7500 

„     oS  +       50000 

„     IP  -    240000 

„     /3S  +  1200000 

„     S'  -  1600000 
0=.            -        3125 

410) 

We  have  ante,  the  relation  a  +  9^  —  SOS  =  0,  and  using  this  to  eliminate  a,  we  have 
A,  B,  0,  A  as  functions  of  0,  S,  0  {that  is,  of  bf,  (P  and  a^f  +  by).  Effecting  the 
substitution,  we  find  the  values  of  A,  B,  C  without  difficulty.  As  regards  the  value  of 
A,  this  is 

=  - 3125.^' +  2<^ArVS  + terms  without  <j>. 
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2500  (    81/3=  -  mom  +  lOOS') 
?oOO(-    9/3"+    20/3S 
+      50000  (  -      9/3S  +    20S") 

-    210000  (        /3" 
+ 1200000  (  /3S 

- 1600000  ( 
or,  reducing  and  dividing  by  2, 

ii:  =  -  3125  (60/3=  ~  240^2  +  256S=). 
The  calculation  of  the  terms  without  0  is  much  more  laborious,  but  they  come  out 
-  -  3125  (60^  -  24,0/38  +  2568")=  S. 
Hence  the  value  of  A  is 

A=-3125|       ^' 

+  2^  (60/3"  -  240/38  +  2565")  V8 
+        (60/3"  -  240^8  +  256S')"   8], 
A  =  -  31254", 
A  =  *  +  (60/3"  -  240/3S  +  2568")  VS, 
=  a"y^  +  6y  +  {mb^df^-  2it)hd'f+  25Qd'). 
The  values  of  A,  B,  (?,  and  the  foregoing  value  of  h  then  are 


say  this  i( 
where 
that  is, 


A  = 

.8. 

C 

A  = 

/3-16 

P   *    1 

If   +    8 

;)■  vs  +  60 

S  +  10 

/3S  +    7 

/?S+  SI 

/35  VS  -  240 

8"    -  19 

/?S'  +  84 

8"  ^5  +  256 

8=-    8 
*V8  +    4 

*         +      1 

We  may,  if  we  please,  regard  /J.  S,  </i  as  irrational  invariants  of  the  sextic,  viz.  A,  B,  C 
being  rational  and  integral  functions  of  /3,  B,  tj),  we  have  conversely  /3,  5,  <f>  irrational 
fiinetions  of  A,  B,  C;  and  then  the  equation  for  h,  say 


1 


V(-A)  =  ^  +  V5(60^- 


S+256a=) 


is  the  invariantive  relation  which  characterises  the  Jacobian  sextic. 
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The  expression  for  A  in  terms  of  A,  B,  C,  B  is 

A^A'-  SIBA'B  -  G2oA-'C  +  31255, 
and  it  was  in  the   foregoing   investigation   proper  to  use  A  in  place  of  B.     But  I  annex 
the   value   of  D   for  the   case   in   question  b  —  0,  /=  0 ;   and   also   its  value   in   terms   of 
a,  (3,  B,  <f>.     These  are 


oVdy'i 

-    90 

„  b^df 

-    48 

.MM 

+  246 

,MT 

+  480 

,.d'f 

-  258 

„d'f 

-432 

.mff 

-    12 

,.W'9 

-    13 

.,vd'f; 

+  168 

..fdn 

+  240 

,MJ9 

-168 

,.d') 

-238 

afiy 

-      1 

„ifdfV 

-    48 

„»•/■ 

~    73 

„  «-d'M 

+  480 

„  V-dJ^ 

+  553 

„  vdy 

-433 

„  Vd-f 

-976 

„  b'd'p 

+  336 

,MV 

+  408 

„d'" 

-348 

Tlie  Group  of  the  Jacobian  Sextic. 
The   solution  of  the  Jacobian   sextic   equation   depends   upon   that   of  a   quintic ;   i 
fact,  calling  the  roots  s^,  z,,,  z-i,  z^,  z^,  Sj,  then  there  exists  a  quintic  having  the  roots 


V(^„ 

-So 

2; 

-33 

z. 

-z.). 

V(s„ 

-3l 

Zi 

-^4 

•2» 

-2,), 

V(^„ 

-Si 

34 

-^0 

.Z-, 

-^.X 

vu» 

-^3 

^0 

-3i 

.2, 

-^4), 

V(2„ 

-^4 

2l- 

■■  Z-i 

2. 

-z.), 
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the  coefficient  of  which  are  rational  fanctions  of  the  coefficients  a,  b,  d,  f,  g,  and  of 
the  fourth  root  of  the  discriminant,  i.e.,  ^h.  But  the  meaning  of  this  has  not,  so  far 
as  I  am  aware,  heen  noticed.  Passing  to  the  quintic  whose  roots  are  the  squares  of 
the  foregoing  values,  i.e.,  s^  —  Za.Zs  —  z^.St—Zi,  &c.,  the  coefdcienta  are  here  rational 
functions  of  a,  b,  d,  f,  g  and  h ;  that  is,  they  are  rational  functions  of  a,  h,  d,  f,  g.  The 
symmetrical  functions  of  these  roots  z^  —  z^.z^  — z^.z^  —  Si,  &c.,  are  thus  rational  func- 
tions of  the  coefficients  of  the  sextie;  each  such  rational  function  is  a  12-valued  function 
of  3„,  3o.  -^i.  -Sa.  ^3.  2i.  invariable  by  all  the  substitutions  of  a  group  of  60  substitutions; 
and  therefore  also  every  like  12-valued  function  of  the  roots  z^,  z^,  Sj,  z^,  z^,  Zt  is 
invariable  by  the  substitutions  of  this  group  of  60;  or,  in  other  words,  this  group  of 
60  is  the  group  of  the  Jacobian  sextie  equation. 

I  write  for  convenience,  in  this  section  only, 

2„,  3u.  ^1,  ■3s.  ^3,  ^4—f<  (^.  ^.  0,  d,  e; 

and  writing  further  ah  for  shortness  instead  of  a  —  h,  &c.,  (eo  that  of  course  ha  =  —  ah), 
and  putting  B,  C,  D,  E,  F  =  ~ab.cd.  ef,  -  ac .  bf.  de,  ad.  be.  ef,  ae.bd.  of,  of.  be .  cd,  then 
the  five  functions  are  S,  C,  D,  E,  F,  and  the  group  of  60  which  leaves  unaltered  every 
symmetrical  function  of  these  functions  is  made  up  of  the  substitutions 


ab  . 

ce. 

ab  . 

V. 

ee  .  df 

ac  . 

V. 

m  .  de, 

bf  .  *, 

ad. 

be, 

ad.ef. 

be  .  ef. 

ae  . 

M, 

m  .  ef. 

bd  .  ef. 

af. 

be, 

af.ed. 

be  .  ed 

abode. 

acebd. 

adhec, 

asdhe, 

afke. 

abefe. 

(tc/e&, 

aeebf. 

iMef, 

adfbe. 

aehfd. 

afedb, 

afced, 

acd/e. 

aefde. 

adeef, 

afiHc, 

adefb. 

aifcd. 

aebdf, 

bdcef. 

befde. 

bedfe, 

bfeed. 

abo.dfi. 

acb  .  def. 

aU 

cfe. 

adi 

cef. 

abe 

c/d. 

aeb 

edf. 

aif 

ced. 

afb 

cde. 

acd 

■bef. 

ode 

b/e, 

ace 

bfd. 

aee 

bdf. 

acf 

bed, 

afe 

bde, 

ode 

■bfc. 

aed 

bef. 

adf 

bee. 

afd 

bee. 

aef 

bed. 

afe 

bde. 
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where  the  symbols,  ah,  abode,  ahc,  &c.  denote   cyclical   substitutions.     It  is  easy  to  verify 
that  each  of  these  substitutions  does  in  iact  merely  permute  B,  0,  D,  E,  F;   thus 


abode  on  ~ab  .  ce  .  df,  —  ac  .bf . 

—  —  he  .  da.  ef,-bd  .  cf .  ea, 
=  +  ad.bc  .  ef,  ae  .bd.  cf, 
=  D  E 


D  E  F 

ad  .he  .  ef,  ae  .  bd  .  cf,  af  .be  .  cd 
be  .  cd.  af  ba  .  ce  .  df  hf .  ca.  de 
af  .be  .  cd,  —  ab  .  ce  .  df  —  ac  .bf.  de 

F  B  G, 


which  (expressed  as  a  cyclical  substitution)  is  —  BDFGE,  and  so  in  other  cases. 
We  may  to  the  foregoing  60  substitutions  join  the  60  other  substitutions : 


cdef. 

cfed 

30 

M/e, 

befd 

hecf. 

6/0. 

bed/. 

bfde 

heed. 

bdec 

asdf, 

afdt 

aaef. 

afec 

mfd, 

adfe 

adce, 

aecd 

abfe. 

atfb 

«dbf, 

afbd 

abed, 

adeb 

*/, 

afcb 

(wbe, 

aebc 

aMc, 

<wdh. 

ab.cd 

.ef, 

ab  .  cf .  de. 

10 

ac  .bd 

.ef. 

ac  .be  .  df. 

ad.be 

.ef. 

ad.  bf.  ce, 

ae  .be 

.df 

ae.bf.ed. 

af.bc 

.de, 

af.bd.ce. 

abeefd 

adfecb. 

20 

abfdec 

acedfb, 

abecdf 

afdceb. 

ohdfce 

aecfdb. 

acfbde 

aedbfc. 

acbfed 

adefbc. 

acdehf 

afbedc. 

adicfi 

ae/ch,l. 

adcbef 

afebed, 

_ 

aebdcf 

afcdbe. 

60 

of  which  changes  B,  C,  D,  E 

F  into 

a  permutation  of 

-B.  -  C, 

-D,-E, 

50- 
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The  60  and  60  substitutions  form  together  a  group  of  120  substitutions,  which 
leave  unaltered  any  even  symmetrical  function  of  B,  C,  D,  E,  F,  or  say  any  symmetrical 
function  of  ^,  C",  ly,  E^,  F^;  such  a  function  is  thus  a  6-valued  function  of  a,  b,  c,  d,  e,/, 
viz.  it  is  Serret's  6-valued  function  of  6  letters. 


Transformation  of  the  Jacobian  Sextio  into  tlw  Resolvent  Sextic  of  a  special 
quintic  equation. 

Starting  from  the  Jacobian  Sextic  Equation 

(a,  b,  0,  d,  0,f,  g'^z,  1)"  =  0, 
fl^  +  9^—  20d^  =  0,  I  effect  upon  it  the  Tschimhausen  transformation 

X  =  -a£'-6bz-'-Wd; 
which,  it  may  be  remarked,  is  a  pai'ticular  case  of  the  Tschirnhausen-Hennitc  form 
X(az  +  b)B-i-(a^  +  Qbs  +  5c)C  +  {a^  +  6bs^  +  15cz+10d)D 

+  {as"  +  6&3»  +  15c3^  +  2Qdz  +  lOe)  E  +  (as!>-\-  Gbs*  + 1 5c3^  +  -lOdz^  +  Ues+  of)  F. 

Writing  for  convenience  Y=X+10d,  Z=X  —  \Od,  this  is 

az'  +  Qhz-^-     .    +F=0, 


and  we  thence  have 


Yz       .  =  0, 


n^*  +  66s^ 

a^  +  6&s^        ,     +  ys^         .         .  =  0, 

-^  Zz^        .    -&fz~g^  0, 

-  Zz'        .    -  <jfz'  -    gz       .  =  0, 

-Z^         .   -6fz'-   gz'        .         .  =0, 

or,  eliminating,  the  resulting  equation  ia 

=  0. 
a,    66,      .        7, 
Gb,      .        Y,       . 

-.6/,     g 
■        Z,      .       6f      g,      . 
Z,      .       6/,      i7,       -       . 
The  developed  form  is  most  easily  obtained  by  expanding  tho  determinant  in  the  forn 

123  .  456  -  456  .  123^  &c., 
where  the  terms  123,  &c.,  belong  to  the  matrix 

a,     6b,       .       Y 
I   .        ".     6b,       .       Y, 
I  «,     Gb,       .       Y, 
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and  those  of  123,  &c.,  to  the  matrix 


The  several  terms  s 


123  .  456 
-124.S56 
+ 125  .  346 
- 126  .  315 
+  13*  .  256 

-  135  .  246 
+ 136  .  245 
+ 145  .  236 
- 146  .  235 
+ 156  .  234 

-  234  .  156 
+  235  .  146 

-  236  .  145 

-  245  .  136 
+  246  .  135 

-  256  .  134 
+  345  .  126 

-  346  .  125 
+  356  .  124 

-  456  .  123 


6/,    9  ; 


6/ 
S, 


-  a'Y 

h  -  6a6  F 
¥     6ab  Y 

-  0 
V~aY' 
--a-7-216i- 
H     6(iS  Y 
--m¥Y 

-  SWY 
f-     aF^ 

-  -  66  F= 
V-aY' 

-  SbY' 
h      0 


!,  collecting  anil  reducing,  the  equatic 
0  -      F'^  . 


-Vf 

g-Z  -  216/5 
0 
-fZ 

-¥gz 

-H/gZ 

-asfz 
-gz- 

g'Z 

e/gz 

aiif'Z 

0 

gZ' 
efz- 

-gZ' 


+  Y-Z' 
+  YZ 
+  F 


(3oi;  +  72i/) 

(Soy  +  magb/+  12964"/") 
216o-/' 
-  216iy 
<.y-36o'j'6/ 
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where  Y,  Z  denote  X  +  lOd,  X  -  lOi^  respectively,  and  consequently  YZ=  X^ —  1^0d\ 
Hence,  writing  as  before  a,  ^,  6,  i^  to  denote  ag,  bf,  d'  and  a^f'  +-  b'g'  respectively,  the 
result  finally  is 


1 

0 

a  +       3 

0 

a=  +          3 

aT 

+  216 

<PJS+        2160 

^+72 

<i|8+        36 

by 

-216 

a'        +                1 

S  -300 

aS  -      600 
^  +   1296 
;88- 14400 
&  +  30000 

a=/3     -                36 
a'S      -^               30 

a^S    -          360 
aS^     +      30000 
ITS    +      12960 
;8S^    +    720000 
8^      - 1000000 

\x,  ir-0, 


where  observe  that  the  coefficient  of  the  term  in  X  is  21Q (a!'/^ - ¥g'),  =216  v'{0'-4a=^'). 
We  have  as  before  ag  +  9bf—20tP=0,  that  ia,  a  + 9/3  —  205  =  0;  and  using  this  equation 
to  eliminate  a,  also  in  the  constant  term  writing  its  value  for  if>  in  terms  of  k, 


^  =  k  +  (-  60^^  +  240y3S  -  2568^)  >JB, 


the  new  equation  i 


-5  X 

5  X 

6x 

1 

0 

;8  ^    9         0 

IT--    243 

-216^^ 

kj&  +      432 

S   +48     1 

i 

^S-1872 
S^  +3840 

fi'      -      729 
^S     +    4184 
/38^     -11520 
S-'       +    8292 

Jjc.  D'-o, 


A  =  {/i  +  (-  60ff  +  240^8  -  2568")  VSl"  -  *  {-  9/3  +  208)'  ^■ 

-  18)"  (Sfi  - 168)>. 
f210 
-256 


h  2A  V8  .     ^' 


It  is  to  be  shown   that   this   Tschimhausen-transformation  of  the   Jaeobian  sextic  i 
in  faetj  the  resolvent  sextic  of  the  quintic  equation 

(a,  0,  c,  0,  e,  tj,i,  1)'  =  0, 
where 

a  =  l,     C-2(J,     e  =  -  9S/+ 36(J",     P  =  216/i. 
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I   consider   the   general   quintic   (a,  b,  c,  d,  e, /Jat,  1)'  =  0;    taking   the   roots   to   be 
Xi,  iCa,  3^,  ■*4.  a^s,  and  writing 

^  =  12345  -  24135, 

0,  =  13425 -32145, 

05=14235-43125, 

0,  =  21435 -13245, 

^(  =  31245  -  14325, 

0^  =  41325-12435, 
where  12345  is  used  to  denote  the  function 

=  {x-fi!^  +  x^g  +  x^i  +  x^x^  +  x^t)  \/(20), 
(this  numerical   factor  V(20)  being   inserted   for   greater   convenience),  then  the  equation 
whose  roots  are   0,,  02,  03,  0j,  06,  0a,  which  equation  may  be  regarded  as  the  resolvent 
sextic  of  the  given  quintic  equation,  is 


a'^ 

-Sc'x 

5a=x 

-.'(n)..- 

+  5 

( 

1 

0 

-ihd 

+ 1 

*3c" 

&c. 

+  ifec. 

3!*,  i)--o, 


D=ay*  +  &C,,  the  discriminant  of  the  quintic:  sec  p.  274*  of  my  paper  "On  a  new 
auxiliary  equation  in  the  theory  of  equations  of  the  fifth  order,"  Phil.  Trams,  t.  CLi. 
(1861),  pp.  263—276,  [268]. 

I    now    write    6  =  0,  d  =  (i,    but,    to    avoid    confusion    again,    write    ronian    instead    of 
italic  letters,  viz.  I  consider  the  resolvent  sextic  of  the  quintic  equation 
(a,  0,  c,  0,  e,  f5«,  1)*. 

Many  of  the  terms  thus  vanish,  and  the  equation  assumes  the  Ibrm 


1 

0 

-5a'' 
ae  +  1 

5a^ 
a=e^  +    3 

-aVQ 
+  1 

+  5 
a^cf'  +    I 

1     c^+S 

ac^e-    2 
c'     +15 

a=e^    +     1 
aVe^-11 
ac'e   +  35 
c«       -25 

\X,  If. 


and  then  if  as  before. 


=  1,  c  =  2d,      e  =  -  96/+  md\  f^  =  216A, 

=  1,  c=2x/S,   e  =  -9^+36S,    f^  =  216?i, 
-  [This  Collection,  vol.  iv..  p.  331.] 
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this  becomes  identical  with  the  foregoing  Tschirnhau  sen -trans  formation  equation ;   thus 

ae+3c^  =-9/3  +  368+128,  =/3-!) 

8  +  48; 
and  similarly 

3a=e=  -  2ac^e  +  15c^  =  /?=  +  243, 

/3g-1872, 

S'-  +  3«40. 

So  for  the  constant  term,  +  la^cf-  gives  the  term  432/(^8,  and  +la^e^  &c.,  give  the 
remaining  terms  —  729^',  &c.  of  the  value  in  question. 

It  only  remains  to  verify  the  equality  of  the  coefficients  of  X, 

216v'A  =  VD  or  46656A=D. 

Here  □,  the  discriminant  of  the  quintic  (a,  0,  c,  0,  e,  f^a;,  ly,  from  the  general 
form  (see  my  Second  Memoir  on  Quantics,  [141],  or  Salmon's  Higher  Algebra,  third 
edition,  p.  209)  putting  therein  b  =  0,  d  =  0,  is 

a  =  a*f^  +  1, 
a'ce'f'  + 160, 
aV  +  256, 
a^c'ef^  - 1440, 
aVe'  -2560, 
ac'f^  +  3456, 
ac'e=  +  6400, 
and  writing  for  a,  c,  e,  f  their  values  1,  2\/8,  9(— (S  +  4S),  216/t,  the  value  becomes 
D  =     (216)= .  k"     . 

+  432/tV2  .  12960(^-48)^ 
+  34560(^-48)2 
+  55296  8= 

-  256        .  9= .     (/9  -  48)^ 

-  10240    .  9' ,     (0-  48)'  8 

-  102400  .  9^ .     (/3  -  48)^  8''. 
The  whole  divides  by  (216)^  and  we  thus  obtain 

A  =  k?  +  2k'^B.      60    (-^  +  4S)=.  +  (-y3-48)^       324(^-48)- 
-  240  (-  /3  +  48)  S  +  1440  (^  -  48)  8 

+  256       ^  +1600  8^, 

which  is,  in  fact,  equal  to  the  foregoing  value  of  A. 
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The  conclusion  is  that,  starting  from  the  Jacobian  sextic 
{a,  b,  0,  d,  0,  /  g'^s,  If  =  0, 
where  ag  +  9bf  —  idd!' —  0,  and  effecting  upon  it  the  Tschimhausen-transformation 

X  =  -az'-  6&3=  -  lOd, 
so  as  to  obtain  from  it  a  sextic  equation  in  X,  this  sextic  equation  in  X  is  the  resolvent 
sextic  of  the  quintic  equation 

(1,  0,  e,  0,  e,  fjic,  1)=  =  0, 
where 

e  =  2d,  Q  =  -9bf+^M\  f=V(216A), 
and,  A  being  the  discriminant  of  the  Jacobian  sextic,  then 


As  to  the  subject  of  the  present  paper,  see  in  particulai'  Brioschi,  "Ueber  die 
Auflosung  der  Gleichungen  vom  flinften  Grade,"  Math.  Annalen,  t.  xiii,  (1878),  pp.  109 — 
160,  and  the  third  Appendix  to  his  translation  of  my  Elliptic  Functions,  Milan,  1880, 
each  containing  references  to  the  earlier  papers. 
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A    SOLVABLE    CASE    OF    THE    QUINTIC    EQUATION. 


[From  the  Quarterly  Journal  of  Pure  and  Applied  Mathematics,  vol.  xviii.  (1882), 
pp.  154—157.] 

The  roots  of  the  general  quintic  equation 

{a,  h,  c,  d,  e,fj_x,  iy  =  0 
may  be  taken  to  be 

_^+     B+     0+     D+     E 


-  „  +  (i>   „  +  wS,  +  w'  „  +  a.*  „ , 
where    m    is    an    imaginary   fifth    root    of    unity ;    and   if  one   of  the   four   functions   B. 
C,   D,   E  \&   =0,  say   if  ^=0   (this   implies   of   course   a    single    relation    between    the 
coefficients),   then   the   equation   is   solvable. 

Writing  x  =  ^ ,  we  have 

(c  6,  0.  d.  •,/)({-',  l)'-(«',  0,  e'.  *,  e'./'If,  1)=, 
where 

a'     =  a, 
ao'   =aG   —  &-, 
a!'d'  =  a'^d  —  Sale   +  2¥, 
a'e'  =  a'e  —  4a-bd  +  Qab^o    —  36*, 
a*/'  =  ^y  ~  5a%e  +  lOu^d  —  lOai^c  +  46^ 
and  the  roots  of  the  new  equation 

(a,0.c',d\e;f'W^y  =  0 
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A    SOLVABLE   CASE   OF   THE   QUINTIC    EQUATION. 

b 


have   the   above-mentioned   values,   omitting   therefrom   the   tenns 
difficulty 

=  -BE-CD, 

---B'D-BC'-CE'-IrE, 

.-B'C-  B'E'  +  BODE  +  BD'  +  C'E+  CD'  -  BE', 

■C  -  -  £•  +  i»r>E  -  off C'«  -  5j5'Ci>>  +  iBG'B  +  !,BBE' 
a 

-  5BII-E'  -C'  +  bCBfE  -  50IfE'  -If-E; 
and  hence,  when  E  =  0,  we  have 
=  -0D, 


403 
!  find  without 


--B-D-BC; 

.-B'C-BB'-C'D', 

.-B'-  6B--CD'  +  5BC'B-0'-D', 


or,  as  these  may  be  written, 


/ 


-CD, 

-B-B  +  BC, 
-i^.-B'C-BB; 

-B'  +  C'  +  B'-lO^iB'D-  BC), 


equations  which  imply  a  single  relation  between  the  coefficients  a',  c',  d',  e',  f. 
Supposing  this  satisfied,  we  may  attend  only  to  the  first  three  equations ;  or,  writing 
for  convenience, 

7~-2^.  =--,{ac-b'). 


a' 
-iK,,  =-\  (o"(<ie-*M+3c")+{"C-fi')'!. 

y-OD, 

t  =  B  (BD  +  C), 

e  =  B(B'  -B-C). 


the  equations  are 
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The   first    equation    gives   0  =  j^,   and    substituting    this    value    in    the    other    two 

equations,  we  have 

B'B'^  +  Bry'  -  Si>=  =  0, 
5=7   +  BD"  +  eD  =0. 
Eliminating   B,   the   result   is   obtained    in    the    form    Det.  =  0.   where   in    the    last 
column    of   the    determinant    each    term    is    divisible   by   2);    and   omitting   this   factor, 
the  result  is 

I>,  y\     -hD  i=0. 

■  I>\  r,     -BD',  j 

i  D\    y,     -  BS",  ! 

7,        0,   -  D*,        e\ 

I    7,     0,     -   D",        eD,  i 

If,  in  order  to  develope  the  detenninant,  we  consider  it  as  a  sum  of  products, 
each  first  factor  being  a  minor  composed  out  of  columns  1  and  2,  and  the  second 
factor  being  the  complementary  minor  composed  out  of  columns  3,  4,  5  (the  several 
products  being  of  course  taken  each  with  its  proper  sign),  the  expansion  presents 
itself  in  the  fonti 

D'y  (-  ^V-^  +  ^-D'), 

-yB'.-BD'iSD'-'O-/') 
+  y'(rfB]>^OB]>-e'Y') 
-  y"-S']>. 

Hence,  collecting,  and  changing  the  sign  of  the  whole  expression,  we  obtain 
BI>'  -  {278=  +  r0  +  d^)  D"  +  (-  yg  +  378^  +  B')  7=-D"  +  y'G  =  0, 

a  cubic  equation  for  D^.  We  have  then  as  above  C  =  -L,  and  B  is  given  rationally 
as  the  common  root  of  the  foregoing  quadric  and  cubic  equations  satisfied  by  B. 

Substituting    for   7,   B,   $    their    values    in    terms    of   the    original    coefficients,    the 
equation  for  U^  becomes 

2{a'd-Sabc  +  2b')(aD)" 
a'  (ae  -  ibd  +  Sc^)"  1 

f  «.=  (ao  -  hj  {ae  -  46d  +  3c0     I  {nBy' 
- 1 6  {(tc  -  6=)  {aH  -  Safe  +  26')=) 
{ac-b=fia''d~iahc  +  2¥)  ^ 

f  4  (ac  -  ¥f  \  +  12«=  (((c  -  h")  {a?d  -  3a6c  +  W-)  {ae -  46d  +  3c=)|  {aD'f 
{aH  -  3abc  +  Wf  J 

- 128  {ac  -  bj  {a=  {ae  -  ibd  +  Sc^  +  (ac=  -  bj]  =  0, 
and    the    solution    of  the    given    quintic    equation    thus    ultimately  depends    upon    that   of 
this  cubic  equation. 
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[ADDITION   TO   MR   HUDSON'S    PAPER    "ON    EQUAL    ROOTS    OF 
EQUATIONS."] 

[From    the    Quarterly    Journal    of  Pure   and   Applied    Mathematics,    vol,    xviii.    (1882), 
pp.  226—229.] 

It  seems  desirable  to  present  in  a  more  developed  form  some  of  the  results  of 
the  foregoing  paper. 

Thus,  if  the  equation  (o^,  «,,..,,  a^'^^x,  1)"  =  0  of  the  order  n  has  n  —  v  equal 
roots,  where  v  is  not  >^n  —  l,  then  we  have  ■\}r{r,  v  +  1,  m)  =  0,  where  vi  has  any  one 
of  the  values  0,  1,  ...,  n  —  2v  —  2,  and  r  any  one  of  the  values 


The  signification  is 

f(r,,  +  l,m)=      r 

1          .,- 

-(.r-2) 

I.  +  1 
1          -[f 

+  (r-4) 

w  +  1.^  +  2 
1.2        ■  [r 

+  (-)'(r-2s) 

+  (-)■*' (r— 2v- 

-2) 

Tlius,  when  v  =  0,  the  condition  is 

1 


1 


J 


V  =  0, 
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that  is, 

ama,.+m  —  <hn+iay+m-l  =  0, 

satisfied  when  the  equation  has  all  its  roots  equal. 

The  values  of  m  are  0,  1,  2,  ...,n-2,  and  those  of  r  are  2u  +  2,  2v  +  S,...,  n-m\ 
in  particular,  if  m  =  0,  the  values  of  r  are  2.  S,  ...,  n,  and  the  con'Csponding  conditions 
are 

a^ii^  —  a^^       =0, 

ftnaj  —  aia-!     =  0, 


and   so   for  the   different   values   of  m   up   to    the    final    value    n  —  2,   for    which    r  =  2, 
and  the  condition  is 

^n— 2^       ^  n—i  ^  "  i 
we  have  thus,  it  is  eleai',  the  whole  series  of  conditions  included  in 

|:   «o.  <h,   tta,  ...,  On-i,   an~i   11 

;i    Cfi,    tfj,    «3,  ...,  dft-i,    a„ 

which  are  ohviously  satisfied  in  the  case  in  question  of  the  roots  being  all  equal. 

Again,  when  v  =  \,  the  condition  for  ii— 1  equal  roots  is 

1 ^ a,„    a 

r.r-l.r-2  '"      '' 

-  (r  -  2) .  2  . , \ s  ffl,«+,«,.+,«-.  y  =  0, 

^         '        r  —  l.r  —  z.r  —  a  > 


>— 2.r  —  3.)--4   ™^°  '■+' 


=  0; 


r-l.r-2     r-1  .7--3     r~2.^ 
or,  what  is  the  same  thing, 

(r  -  3)  ce™ ar+,„  -  2  (r  -  2)  a™+,fflr+CT-i  +  (s" - 1) ««+ jfflr+m-s  =  0, 
where  w  =  4  at  least,  and  m,  r  have  the  values 

m  =  |  0,  1,  2,  ...,n~i 


\  4,  4, 

'  5,  5 


thus,  when  m  =  4,  the  only  values  are  m  =  0,  r  =  4,  and  the  condition  is 
a^a,  —  4(tia3  +  3ffl2'  =  0. 
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Similarly,  when  v  =  2,  the  condition  for  n  —  2  equa!  roots  is  found  to  be 


-2.r-3     r-l.r-3.r- 

or,  what  is  the  same  thing, 


"^r-Z.'. 


■  ,r—  5     r~Z.  r  —  4.r  —  5 


=  0; 


r  —  4  , 5 —  5 .  dm    fl,'+m 
-3.r-2.r-5.  (i,„+,a,+^, 
+  3.r-l.r-4.  o^+jOr+m-s 
-     .r-l.j--2.a™+3«r+™-a 
where  m  =  6  at  least,  and  m,  r  have  the  values 

m=    0,  1,  ...,!!-6 


tt~l 


Observe  that  the  sum  of  the  coefficients  is  =  0,  viz. 

(r_4)(r-5)-3(r-2)(r-5)  +  3(r-l)(r-4.)-(r-l)(i--2)  =  0, 
this   should   obviously   be   the    case,   since    the    conditions    for    w  -  2    equal    roots    must 
be    satisfied    when    the    roots    are    all    of   them   equal;    and    the   property   serves   as   a 
verification. 

It  is  to  be  remarked  that  the  equation  -^  (r,  v  +  1,  in)  =  0  does  not  in  all  cases 
give  all  the  conditions  for  the  existence  of  n  —  v  equal  roots  in  an  equation  of  the 
order  n ;  thus  when  ji  =  3  and  v  =  l,  we  cannot  by  means  of  it  obtain  the  condition  that 
a  cubic  equation  may  have  2  equal  roots.  The  problem  really  considered  is  that  of 
the  determination  of  those  qiiadric  functions  of  the  coeificients  which  vanish  in  the 
case  of  n  —  v  equal  roots ;  and  in  the  case  in  question  (« =  3,  v=l)  there  is  no 
quadric  function  which  vanishes,  but  the  condition  depends  on  a  cubic  function. 


The  question  of  the  quadric  functions  which  vanish  in  the  case  oi  n  —  v  equal 
roots,  and  to  a  smail  extent  that  of  the  cubic  functions  which  thus  vanish,  is  considered 
in  Dr  Salmon's  "Note  on  the  conditions  that  an  equation  may  have  equal  roots," 
Camb.  and  Dublin  Math.  Jour.,  t.  V.  (1850),  pp.  159 — 165,  and  in  particular  the 
equation  there  obtained  p.  161  is  the  equation  ■<^{0,  v  +  1,  ?i)  =  0. 
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[NOTE  ON  ME  JEFFERY'S  PAPER  "ON  CERTAIN  QUARTIC 
CURVES  WHICH  HAVE  A  CUSP  AT  INFINITY,  WHEREAT 
THE    LINE    AT    INFINITY    IS    A    TANGENT."] 

[From  the  Proceedings  of  the  London  Mathematical  Society/,  vol.  siv.  (1883),  p.  85.] 

The   assumed   form   Ka?^  =  U2,   or,   as   this   is   afterwai-da   written, 

'2,Ka?y  =  aa?-^  thxy  +  c'f  +  2ex  4-  Idy  +  X, 

is,  I  think,  introduced  without  a  proper  explanation.  Say,  the  form  is  a?y  =  z^  (*2^>  V^  ■^)^ 
it  ought  to  be  shown  how  for  a  cuspidal  quartic  we  arrive  at  this  form ;  viz.  taking 
the  cusp  to  be  at  the  point  {x  =  0,  3  =  0),  3  =  0  for  the  tangent  at  the  cusp,  and  x^O 
an  arbitrary  line  through  the  cusp ;  then  the  line  3  =  0  besides  intersects  the  curve 
in  a  single  point,  and,  if  y  =  0  is  taken  as  the  tangent  at  that  point,  the  equation 
of  the  curve  must,  it  can  be  seen,  be  of  the  form 

{x^->rear-z)y  =  z'-{a,  b,  c, /,  g,  h'^w,  y,  z)'. 

The  conic  (a,  h,  c, /,  g,  K^x,  y,  zy^O  touches  the  quartic  at  each  of  the  two  inter- 
sections of  the  quartic  with  the  arbitraiy  line  a;  =  0;  and  we  cannot,  so  long  as  the 
line  remains  arbitrary,  find  a  conic  which  shall  osculate  the  quartic  at  the  two  points 
in  question;  but,  for  the  particular  line  ic  +  i^s  =  0,  there  exists  such  a  conic,  viz. 
^vriting  jb  instead  of  x  +  ^dz,  the  form  is  a?y  =  z'^{a!,  b',  c\  f,  g',  k''^x,  y,  z'f,  and  the 
new  conic  (a',  ...5«,  y,  zf  =  (i  has  the  property  in  question.  This  is  the  adopted  form, 
and  it  thus  appears  that  in  it  the  line  a:  =  0  is  a  determinate  line,  viz.  the  line 
passing  through  the  cusp  and  the  two  points  of  osculation  of  the  osculating  conic. 
It  thus  appears  that  in  the  assumed  form  the  lines  x  =  0,  y  =  0,  2  =  0  are  determinate 
lines. 
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[ADDITION  TO  MR  HAMMOND'S  PAPER  "NOTE  ON  AN  EXCEP- 
TIONAL CASE  IN  WHICH  THE  FUNDAMENTAL  POSTULATE 
OF  PROFESSOR  SYLVESTER'S  THEORY  OF  TAMISAGE 
FAILS."] 

[From  the  Proceedings  of  the  London  Mathematical  Society,  vol.  XIV.  (1883),  pp.  88 — 91. 
Read  Dec.  14,  1882.] 

The  extreme  importance  of  Mr  Hammond's  result,  as  rcgaids  the  entire  subject 
of  Covarianta,  leads  me  to  reproduce  his  investigation  in  the  notation  of  my  Memoirs 
on  Quantics,  and  with  a  somewhat  different  arrangement  of  the  formuise.  For  the 
binary   seventhic 

(a.h,c,d,e,f.g.h-i_x,yy. 

the    four    composite   Beminvariants  of  the   deg-weight  5  .  11   (soui-ees  of  covariants  of   tht; 
deg-order  5  .  13)  are 


a'eh 

+   1 

f9 

-   1 

abdh 

-    4 

bet, 

-    3 

b,-' 

odg 

eef 

-   6 

+  10 

-    5 

aOb'ck 

0 

+  20 

fiX 

+  S7 

-Ifl 

^^ 

-24 

-30 

h^e 

-10 

%, 

+  27 
-45 

e^ 

+ao 

Dag-order. 
Deg- weight. 


ach 

+   2 

dq 

-    7 

+  5 

i-mh 

-    2 

+    7 

+  23 

-25 

-27 

cde 

d= 
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ae+1    i 
bd-i     1 

a'^h     +   1 
abg    -   1 
cf    +  9 
de    -   5 
a%^f  +12 
bee  -30 
hd^  4-20 

r-i  1 

ra+15    1 

■i^-io  1 

aj    +1 
aft,;   -5 

ed  +2 
aWd  +  8 

and   it   is   here   at   once   obvious  that   there  exists  a  ^yzygy  of  the   form   I.  =  III.  -  IV. ; 
in  fact,  if  in  III.  and  IV.  we  write  a  =  0,  then  the  values  are  each 

=  -  2&  f4M  -  3c=)  (66/-  15ce  +  \(id') ; 
hence   III. —  IV.    must  divide  by  a,  the  quotient  being  a  seminvariant  of  the  deg-weight 
4  .  11,   which   can   only  be   a  numerical    multiple  of  the   second   factor   of  I.,  and   is   in 
fact  =  this  second  factor,  that  is,  we  have  the  sjzygy  I.  =  III.  —  IV. 

Working  out  the  values  of  the  four  products,  and  joining  to  them  the  expression 
for  the  irreducible  seminvariant  of  the  same  deg-weight  5  ,  11  (0,  !^  of  my  tables  [774] 
for  the  binary  sextic),  we  have  the  table : 


5.11 

0 

':_ 

..."^ 

IV.    1  n.    j 

a^eh 

+ 1 

+     1 

J9 

- 1 

+    1 

a^bdh 

-      4 

beg 

-    2 

-     5 

bp 

+  6 

-     6 

c% 

+   3 

+      3 

+    2 

-   2 

-   1 

-   6 

+     9 

+    15       +5 

+  3 

+  10 

-    10 

-   2 

-   6 

-     5 

ab\h 

-   4 

mg 

+  20 

+     8  ,   +  7 

b^f 

+   1 

+  57 

+   12 

-   46  1   -   S 

bc'g 

-15 

-   21 

-     6  I   +  7 

IfJ 

-14 

-24 

-   36 

-   12  1   +22 

+  11 

-30 

-   30 

1   -25 

bd'e 

+    1 

-10 

+  40 

+   50 

i^f 

+  27 

+   27 

1   -27 

Jde 

-45 

-   15 

+   30  1   +45 

cd? 

+  6 

+  20 

-   20  1    -20 

!    -   2 

b^eg 

■   -   7 

>^df 

+    8 

-   46 

-   48      -22 

b»e' 

+  25 

6=c=/ 

-   6 

+  36 

+   36       +27 

lA^i: 

+  16 

+  120 

+  120  ,    -45 

bW 

-   80 

-    80       +20 

be»e 

-   3 

-   90 

-   90  1 

ba'df 

+   2 

+  60 

+   GO 

c'd 

I  have  prefixed  to  the  table  the  literal  terms  of  the  deg-weight  5  .  10;  for  the  deg- 
weights  5,  11  and  5.  10,  the  numbers  of  terms  are  =30  and  26  respectively;  and  it  is 
the  difference  of  these  30  —  26,  =4,  which  gives  the  number  of  asyzygetic  sem  invariants 
of  the  deg-weight  5  .  11. 
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ON    THE    AUTOMORPHIC    TRANSFORMATION    OF    THE    BINARY 

CUBIC    FUNCTION. 


[From  the  Proceedings  of  the  London  Mathematical  Society,  vol.  xiv.  (1883), 
pp.  103—108.     Read  Jan.  11,  1883.] 

I  CONSIDER  the  cubic  equation  {a,  h,  c,  d'^x,  1)=  =  0.  It  is  shown  (Serret,  Gours 
d'Alghhre  sup^rieure,  4th  ed,,  Paris,  1879,  t.  ii.  pp.  466 — 471)  how,  given  one  root  of 
the  equation,  the  other  two  roots  can  be  each  of  them  expressed  rationally  in  terms 
of  this  root  and  of  the  square  root  of  the  discriminant;  viz.  making  the  proper 
chtuiges   of  notation,   and   writing 

A,  B,  C  =  ac  —  ¥,  ad  —  he,  hd  —  c^,  \  =  V—  ^, 


n  =  *- 

-iAO, 

=  ti'i'  +  4iic>  +  ib'd  - 

3b'c 

■  -  eahcd, 

«-: 

-xvn  +  B    , 

+  2C 
'  2xVn 

,    S: 

-XVfi- 

B 

(values  which 

give 

«  +  s  =  - 

-I,  aS - 

-ffl-- 

1,  aud  therefore 

also 

a=  +  aS  + 

S"  +  /37  =  0, 

which  i 

s  the  condition  in  oi 

■der   that   the   1 

Function  <fix. 

ax  +  IB 
— ^p  ,  may 

be 

third  order,  <ly'x  =  cc),  then,  u  being  a  root  of  the  equation,  say  (a,  b,  c,  d'^u,  1)^  =  0,  the 
other  two  roots  are 

»  +  /3 


md 


7  (a  +  8)  w  +  S^  +  ,87  '       -  75(  +  a  ' 


where  observe  that,  by  the  change  of  V^  into  -  tjil,  a,  0,  7,  S  become  S,  - 0,  - 7,  a: 
so  that  the  last- mentioned  value  <f)-^u  is,  in  fact,  the  value  obtained  from  ipu  by  the 
mere  change  of  sign  of  the  radical. 

52—2 
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It  is  to  be  observed  that,  if  we  have  between  two  roots  u,  v  of  the  equation 

(a,  b,  c,  d^x,  1)'=0, 

a  relation  v  =  — —k  ,  where  a,  0,  7,  B  have   given  values,  this   implies  in  the  first  place 

a  relation  between  a,  b,  c,  d  (and  the  given  values  of  a,  0,  7,  5),  and  it  implies  more- 
over that  u,  and  consequently  also  v,  are  not  any  roots  whatever,  but  two  determinate 
roots  of  the  equation;  viz,  u,  v  will  be  each  of  them  expressible  rationally  in  terms 
of  o,,  b,  c,  d  and  a,  0,  7,  8.  And  if,  in  order  that  (o,  b,  c,  d)  may  remain  arbitrary, 
we  consider  a,  0,  y,  B  as  given  quantities  satisfying  the  relation  whieh  exists  between 
these  quantities  and  (a,  b,  c,  d),  then  in  general  we  still  have  u,  v  determinate  roots 
of  the  cubic  equation.  But  in  the  foregoing  solution  u  is  any  root  whatever  of  the 
cubic  equation. 

To  examine  how  this  is,  starting  from  the  equations 

{a.  b,  c,  d'^u,  ly  =  0,    {a,  b,  c,d^v,iy  =  0,     v^°^^^^. 
we  have 

a  (u'  ~  V')  +  36  (m=  -  V')  +  ^c(a-v)  =  0, 
and  therefore 

a  (w=  +  UV  +  V'')  +  36  (jt  +  v)  +  Sc  =  0, 
that  is, 

!(tf^  +  (au  +  Sb)v  +  wie  +  36m.  +  3c  =  0 ; 

or,  writing  herein  for  is  its  value, 

a  {oM  +  0y  +  {(m  +  0)  t7W  +  S)  {im  +  36)  +  (7^  +  Zf  (au'  +  Shi  +  3)  =  0 ; 


lat  is. 

a( 

oii  +  /3)'  + 

"y 

(au'  +  Slm')  + 

f(' 

m'  +  3bu' 

'  +  8«»') 

+  («S 

+  Prf)(au^  +  3lM)  +■ 

2y3  {ay?  +  Sbu' 

'  +  Seu) 

+ 

US 

(au  +  36)     + 

S=  (au=  +  Shi 

+  o).0 

r,  reducing  by 

tlio 

equation  au^ 

+  36«" 

+  -3ea  +  (i  =  0. 

tliis 

is 

ai 

:«.. + ey  + 

ay 

{-Scu~d-)  + 

■fi- 

-du) 

+  (qS  +  ^7)  (au'  +  36m)  +  278  (-  d) 
+  /3S   {av  +  Sb)    +     B^{au^  +  Sbu  +  dc)=D, 

and,  collecting  the  terms,  this  is 

u^a(a?  +  aB  +  B'  +  l3y) 
+  u  [a  (2a^  +  0S)  +  36  (aS  +  B'  +  0y)  -  Scay  -  dy'} 
+       a0^  +  36y3S  +  ScB'  +  d(-ay-  2yS)  =  0. 

We  can,  from  this  equation,  and  the  equation  a«'  +  36w.^  +  3cm  +  d  =  Q,  eliminate  m,  thus 
obtaining  a  relation  between  a,  6,  c,  d,  0,  0,  y,  8 ;  and,  this  relation  being  satisfied,  the 
two  equations  then  determine  u  rationally  in  terms  of  these  quantities. 
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We  may  without  loss  of  generality  assume  «S  —  /Sy  =  1 ;  and,  this  being  so,  if  we 
then  further  assume  a  +  S  =  — 1,  then  we  have 

n'  +  aS  +  5^  +  y87  =  0, 

which  is,  as  above  appearing,  the  condition  for  (f>^ir  =  0.  The  foregoing  equation  in  u 
thus  becomes 

u  {(t/S  (a  -  1)  -  Sba!'  -  Sca-y  -  dy-} 

a  linear  equation  giving  (in  a  simplified  form)  the  like  results  to  those  given  by  the 
quadric  equation ;  viz.  substituting  in  the  cubic  equation  the  value  of  u  given  by  the 
linear  equation,  we  have  a  relation  between  a,  b,  c,  d,  a,  0,  y,  B;  and,  this  relation 
being  satisfied,  u  has  the  determinate  value  given  by  the  linear  equation. 

The  only  way  in  which  u  can  cease  to  have  this  determinate  value,  and  so  be 
capable  of  being  any  root  whatever  of  the  cubic  equation,  is  when  the  linear  equation 
becomes  0=0;-  viz.  if 

a^(a-l)-  36a=  -  3cn7  -dj^  =0, 

o^  +  3bm  +  3cg=  -  (^7  (S  -  1)  =  0, 

equations  which  are,  in  fact,  satisfied  by  the  foregoing  values  of  a,  (S,  7,  B,  as  may  be 
verified  without  difficulty. 

It   is   to  be  remarked  that  if,   instead  of  the   root   u  and  the  equation  v  = ^  , 

^  yu+  B' 

we   consider   the  root  v  and  the  equation   u—-    — — :   then,   instead  of  a,  8,  -y,  B,  we 
1  -7V  +  a'  >  t-'<   I,    , 

have  S,  —  jS,  —  7,  a,  and  the  corresponding  equations  are 

a^(S-l)  +  36S=    +3cyB  +  dy"-  -0, 

a^  +  &ba0  +  Sca?  +  ^7  (a  -  1)  =  0, 

equations  which  are  also  satisfied  by  the  foregoing  values  of  a,  0,  7,  B.  And  the  four 
equations,  together  with  aB  —  ^j  =  l  and  ct  +  B  =  l,  are  more  than  sufficient  to  determine 
the  foregoing  values  of  a,  /9,  7,  S. 

But  we  further  verify  without  difficulty  that  the  foregoing  values  of  a,  j3,  7,  B  give 
identically 

(a,  b,  c,  d'^ax  +  ^y,  yx  +  Byf  =  {a,  b,  c,  d'^x,  yf ; 

or  the  formulse  lead  to  an  automorphic  transformation  of  the  binary  cubic  (a,  6,  c,  d~§x,  yy. 
And  conversely,  starting  from  the  notion  of  the  automorphic  transformation  of  the  binary 
cubic,  we  ought  to  be  abJe  to  obtain  the  foregoing  formulse. 

For  greater  convenience,  I  write  the  equation  of  transformation  in  the  form 

{a,  b,  c,  d'^ax  +  ^y,  yx  +  Byf  =  —  0{a,  b,  c,  d'^x,  yf ; 
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the  equations  to  be  satisfied  by  a,  /3,  7,  S,  6  then  are 

(zn=    +b  .  Sa>f  +  c  .  807^  +  (V   =  - a^, 

aa^^  +  b  (a=S  +  2ay37)  +  c  (2a7S  +  ^7=}  +  drfB  =  -  &^, 
aayS'  +  b  {2a8S  +  yS^)  +  c  (aS=  +  20jS)  +  dyB"  =  ~  c0, 
a^    +b  .  S^B  +  c  .  3/3S^  +  dS=    =  -  d0. 

Writing  aS  — ;87=V,  and  as  before  O,  for  the  discriminant,  the  theory  of  invariants 
gives  ilV*=fi^.  We  are  considering  the  case  of  the  general  cubic  function  {a,  b,  c,  d'^x,  y)', 
for  vfhich  li  is  not  =0;  and  we  have  therefore  V  — ^  =  0,  or,  what  is  the  same  thing, 
we  may  write   V  =  9^,  $  =  q\  where  q  is  arbitrary. 

It  is  to  be  shown  that  a  +  S  is  =3  or  —2q,  the  latter  value  giving  the  trivial 
solution  CUB  +  ^y,  •yx  +  ^y  =  {x,  y).  The  proper  solution  thus  corresponds  to  '^  =(i\  a  +  Z  —  q, 
that  is, 

(a  +  Sf  -  (nS  -  fij)  =  0,  or  n'^  +  S-  +  rS  +  ^7  -  0, 

the  condition  for  the  puriodic  function  ^^x  —  ^  =  0. 

For  this  purpose,  from  the  foregoing  equations  eliminating  a,  b,  c,  d,  we  have 


^-i-e,            Sa^          ,             307= 

r"     !  =  0; 

«V  .    <tS  +  2a/3y  +  9,       2<t7S  +  ^7-  , 

7-8 

afi-  ,        2«;3S  +  (3^y   ,     aS'+2ffjS  +  6, 

78- 

H'   .            3(3"S          ,             3/3S'        , 

if  +  e 

an  equation  which  may  be  written 

a  +  9(123  +  2S4  +  341+«2)  +  e-(12  +  23  +  3'l  +  «  +  13  +  't2)  +  «'(l+2  +  3  +  l)  +  e'-0, 

where  123,  &c.,  are  the  first  diagonal  minors,  12,  &c.,  the  second  diagonal  minora.  1,  &c.. 

the   third    diagonal    minors,   or    diagonal    terms    of    the 

foregoing    determinant,   writing 

1,  2,  3,  4  =  a',  a'S  +  Saffy,  tiS"  +  2^78,  S", 

12,  13,  14,  23,  24,  34  =  [a^  a?  {ah  +  30y\  (a^8=  +  aS0y  +  lS'y% 

(2=8^  +  aS^7  +  ,3=7=),  S'  (ah  +  3/37),  S^|  V , 
123,  124,  1,34,  234. {o',  a  (nS  +  Sft),  8(aS  +  2^7),  !/]  V", 
n  =.  V, 

and  the  ecjiiation  thus  is 

+  e'[ce  +  a'S  +  aS"  +  8"  +  2a/37  +  2ft8] 

+  *'  V  [a"  +  o"8  +  a8'  +S'+  Sa'/B'/  +  3ftS'  +  2a*  +  2aS/37  +  2/3'7"] 

+  0  V  ■[«•  + 8' +  {«+S)  (18  +  2^7)] 

+      V  =  0. 
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Putting  herein  «  +  S  =  m,  aB  =  n,  ^y~n—V,it  is  found  that  n  disappeai-a  altogether 
from  the  equation;   viz.  the  resulting  form  is 

or,  what  is  the  same  thing, 

m^5=  V  +m=(^  +  ^V=)-3i?^V=m=-2(i3VHfl'V)m  +  ^  +  2f=V^+ V'^  =  0. 

Putting   for   9,  V,   their   values   q^,  q^,   the   equation    divides    by   g",    and    omitting    this 
factor  it  becomes 

m'  +  2'm?q  —  3mY  —  ^^nq^  +  4<q^  =  0; 
viz.  this  is 

or  we  have 

m  =  q  or  —2q;    that  is,  a  +  B^q,  or  «  +  S  =  —  2q. 

Writing,  as  before,  A,  B,  C  =ac~}f,  ad  — he,  bd—d^,  we  deduce  from   the   foregoing 
equations 

e-'A  =  V^  [Aa'         +B  .ay  +  Cy], 

e^B  =  V  [A  .  2a/3  +  BiaB  +  0y)+C.  27S], 
e^C  =  S7^[A^"-        +B./3S  +Gh% 

which   are,   in    fact,   the    equations   for   the    automorphic    transformation   of  the   Hessian 
(A,  B,  C^x,  yf.     And,  writing  herein  6,  V  =5^,  q^,  the  equations  become 

A  (a^  -  q^)  +  Barf  +C  .y'  =0, 

A  '2a0         +B{aB  +  (3y-q')  +  G.  2yS      =  0, 
A^  +B^S  +a(h'-~q')  =  0. 

From  the  first  and  second  of  these  we  have 

^  ;P:  C=y{V  +5=)   ;  ~ '2yctV  +  2yS  q^  :    a^V  -  (a' +  aB  +  ^y)  q'' +  q' ; 

or,   writing  herein  for   V,  j'  the   values   g=,  </ («S  -  ^7),   the   three  expressions  divide  by 
273',  and  we  have 

A    :  B  :  0=y  :  B-a  :  -^. 

Combining  these  values  in  the  first  place  with  the  equation  a  +  B=  —  2q,  we  may  write 

a,  0,  7,  B  =  -q-pB,  -2pG.  2pA,  -q+pB, 

where  p  is  to  be  determined.     Substituting  in  the  last  of  the  three  equations,  we  have 

A  .  V(7=  -  2pB0  (-q  +  pB)+C  (-  2pqB  +  p'B^)  =  0, 
that  is, 

p^G{iAC~B%  =-p\Cil,  =0, 

and  the  form  {a,  b,  c,  d^x,  yf  being  arbitrary,  neither  0  nor  il  is  =  0  ;   whence  ^  =  0,  and 
the  values  are  a,  A  7,  S  =  —  g,  0,  0.  —  q,  that  is, 

(ffl,  b,  c,  dj—  qx,  —  qyj  =  ~tf  .{a,  h,  c,  d'^x,  yf, 
a  trivial  result. 
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But,  combining  the  same  values  with  a  +  S  =  q,  we  have 

a,  ^,  7,  &  =  ^q-pB,  ~2pG,  2pA,  ^q+pB; 

anti  then,  substituting  in  the  third  equation,  we  have 

A  .  ip'G'  -  1pBC{\q  +pB)  +  C{~  15^  +pqB+p''R)  =  0, 
that  is, 

C{{4-AC-B^)p^~iq'}  =  0, 

or,  omitting  the  factor  C,  and  introducing  the  foregoing  notation  V=  — ^,  this  is 

4fixy  -  ^^  =  0,  or  say  p  =  — ^^  q. 

For  the  unimodular  substitution  0:5-/37=1,  we  must  have  §-=1:  but,  the  transforma- 
tion being 

(«,  b,  C,  d~^ax  +  ^y,  yx  +  Bij)' =  —  q' .  (a,  h,  c,  d'^x,  yf, 

to   make   this   strictly   automorphic,   we   must    have   ^^  =  —  1,  and   the  two  conditions  are 

satislied  by  q=  —  \;   we  then  have  p  =  - 

a.  P.  7-  0'  -       2X>ja      '    2\^n'    2XVii'        2X^/il   "  ' 

which  are  the  values  given  at  the  beginning  of  the  paper,  and  which  belong  to  the 
automorphic   trii-nsformation 

(a.  b,  c,  d'^oie  +  0y,  yx  +  hyf  =  {a,  b,  c,  d^x,  yf. 

The  (*  priori  reason  for  the  periodicity- equation  ^'x  —  x,  is  best  seen  by  expressing 
the   cubic   function   as   a   product   of  fetors 

M{x-  ay)  ix  ~  by)  ix  -  cy). 

The  substitution  must,  it  is  clear,  cyclically  interchange  these  factors,  and  therefore, 
when  performed  three  times  in  succession  on  any  one  of  these  factors,  or  consequently 
upon  an  arbitrary  linear  factor  x~?y,  must  leave  the  factor  unaltered,  and  it  must 
thus  be  a  periodic  substitution  0'a!  =  x.  But  it  was  interesting  to  see  how  the  condition 
for  this,  a=  +  8^ -f- h5 -i- /Sy  =  0,  comes  out  from  the  consideration  of  the  equation 

(a,  b,  c,  d^ax  +  ffy,  yx  +  hyy  =  (a,  b,  c,  d\x,  yf. 
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782. 

ON    MONGE'S    "MEMOIRE    SUE    LA   THEORIE    DES    DEBLAIS    ET 
DES    HEMBLAIS." 


[From  the  Proceedings  of  the  London  Mathematical  Society,  vol.  xiv.  (1883), 
pp.  139—142.     Read  March  8,  1883.] 

The  Memoir  referred  to,  published  in  the  M4m,oires  de  I'Acad^niie,  1781,  pp.  666 — 
704,  is  a  very  remarkable  one,  as  well  for  the  problem  of  earthwork  there  considered 
as  because  the  author  was  led  by  it  to  his  capital  discovery  of  the  curves  of  curva- 
ture of  a  surface.  The  problem  is,  from  a  given  area,  called  technically  the  D^blai, 
to  transport  the  earth  to  a  given  equal  area,  called  the  Kemblai,  with  the  least 
amount  of  carriage.  Taking  the  earth  to  be  of  uniform  infinitesimal  thickness  over 
the  whole  of  each  area  (and  therefore  of  the  same  thickness  for  both  areas),  the 
problem  is  a  plane  one;  viz.  stating  it  in  a  purely  geometrical  form,  the  problem  is: 
Given  two  equal  areas,  to  transfer  the  elements  of  the  first  area  to  the  second  area 
in  such  wise  that  the  sum  of  the  products  of  each  element  into  the  traversed 
distance  may  be  a  minimum ;  the  route  of  each  element  is,  of  course,  a  straight  line. 
And  we  have  the  corresponding  solid  problem :  Given  two  equal  volumes,  to  transfer 
the  elements  of  the  first  volume  to  the  second  volume  in  such  wise  that  the  sum 
of  the  products  of  each  element  into  the  traversed  distance  may  be  a  minimum;  the 
route  of  each  element  is,  of  course,  a  straight  line.  The  Memoir  is  divided  into  two 
parts :  the  first  relating  to  the  plane  problem  (and  to  some  variations  of  it) :  the 
second  part  contains  a  theorem  as  to  congruences,  the  general  theory  of  the  curvature 
of  surfaces,  and  finally  a  solution  of  the  solid  problem ;  in  regard  to  this,  I  find  a 
difficulty   which   ^vill   be   referred   to   further  on. 

I  have  said  that  Monge  gives  a  theorem  as  to  congruences.  This  is  not  stated 
quite  in  the  best  form, — viz.  instead  of  speaking  of  a  singly  infinite  system  of  lines, 
or  even  of  the  lines  drawn  according  to  a  given  law  from  the  several  points  of  a 
surface,  he  speaks  of  the  lines  drawn  according  to  a  given  law  Irom  the  several  points 

C.  XI.  53 


Hosted  by 


Google 


418  ON  monge's  "m^moike  sue  la  [782 

of  a  plane  (but,  of  course,  any  congruence  whatever  of  lines  can  be  so  represented); 
and  he  establishes  the  theorem  that  each  line  of  the  system  is  intersected  by  each 
of  two  consecutive  lines, — viz.  taking  (a;',  y)  as  the  coordinates  of  the  point  of 
intersection  of  any  line  with  the  plane  of  xp,  he  obtains,  as  the  condition  of  inter- 
section with  the  consecutive  line  a  quadric  equation  in  (dx',  dy').  He  then  considers 
the  nonnais  of  a  surface,  (which,  as  lines  drawn  according  to  a  given  law  from  any 
point  of  a  surface,  require  a  slightly  different  analytical  investigation),  establishes  for 
them  the  like  theorem,  and  shows  moreover  that  the  two  directions  of  passage  on 
the  surface  to  a  consecutive  point  are  at  right  angles  to  each  other;  or,  what  is  the 
same  thing,  that  in  the  two  sets  of  developable  surfaces  formed  by  the  intersecting 
normals,  each  surface  of  the  one  set  intersects  each  surface  of  the  other  set  in  a 
straight  line,  and  at  right  angles.  He  speaks  expressly  of  the  lines  of  greatest  and 
least  curvature,  and  generally  establishes  the  whole  theory  of  the  curvature  of  surfaces 
in  a  very  complete  and  satisfactory  manner;  the  particular  case  of  surfaces  of  the 
second  order  is  not  considered.  It  may  be  remarked  that,  although  not  explicitly 
stating  it,  he  must  have  seen  that  a  congruence  of  lines  is  not,  in  general,  a  system 
of  normals  of  a  surface  (that  is,  the  lines  of  a  congruence  cannot  be,  in  general,  cut 
at  right  angles  by  any  surface) ;  he,  in  fact,  assumes  (quite  correctly,  but  a  proof 
should  have  been  given)  that  a  congruence  of  lines  for  which  the  two  sets  of 
developable   surfaces   intersect   at   right   angles   is   a   system   of  normals   of  a   surface. 

Reverting  to  the  before-mentioned  problem  (plane  or  solid),  I  remark  that  this 
is  a  problem  of  minimum  8ui  generis.  Considering  the  first  area  or  volume  as  divided 
in  any  manner  into  infinitesimal  elements,  we  have  to  divide  the  second  area  or 
volume  into  corresponding  equal  elements,  in  such  wise  that  the  sum  of  the  products 
of  each  element  of  the  first  area  or  volume  into  its  distance  from  the  corresponding 
element  of  the  second  area  or  volume  may  be  a  minimum ;  hut,  for  doing  this,  we 
have  no  means  of  forming  the  analytical  expression  of  any  function  which  is  to  be, 
by  the  formulae  of  the  differential  calculus  or  the  calculus  of  variations,  made  a 
minimum. 

For  the  plane  problem,  Monge  obtains  the  solution  by  means  of  the  very  simple 
consideration  that  the  routes  of  two  elements  must  not  cross  each  other;  in  fact, 
imagine  an  element  A  transfeiTcd  to  a,  and  an  equal  element  B  transferred  to  b : 
the   lines  Aa,   Bb   must   not   cross   each   other,   for  if  they   did,   drawing  the   two  lines 


Ah  and  Ba,  the  sum  Aa  +  Bb  would  be  greater  than  the  sum  Ab -^  Ba,  contrary  to 
the  condition  of  the  minimum.  Imagine  the  areas  intersected  by  two  consecutive  lines 
as    shown    in    the    figure:    the   filament   between   these   two   lines   may   be    regarded    as 
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a  right  line;  and,  assuming  that  some  one  element  of  the  filament  BD  is  transferred 
to  a  point  of  bd  (that  is,  so  as  to  coincide  with  an  element  of  the  filament  bd),  it 
follows  that  every  other  element  of  BD  must  be  transferred  so  as  to  coincide  with 
some  other  element  of  bd;  and  this  obviously  implies  that  the  filaments  BD  and  bd 
must  be  equal  Observe  that,  this  being  so,  it  is  immaterial  which  element  of  BD  is 
transferred  to  which  element  of  bd;  in  whatever  way  this  is  done,  the  sum  of  the 
products  will  be  the  same*.  The  two  lines  may  be  regarded  as  the  normals  of  a 
cui"ve ;  and  the  problem  thus  is,  to  find  a  curve  such  that,  draiving  the  normals 
thereof  to  intersect  the  two  areas,  then  that  the  filaments  BD  and  bd,  cut  off  by 
consecutive  normals  on  the  two  areas  respectively,  shall  be  equal.  This  leads  to  a 
differential  equation  of  the  second  order  for  the  norma!  curve;  one  of  the  constants 
of  integration  remains  arbitrary,  for  the  norma!  curve  is  any  one  of  a  system  of 
parallel  curves.  It  is  to  be  observed  that  the  filaments  are  the  increments  of  the 
areas  BCD  and  bed ;  the.se  increments  are  equal ;  a  position  of  the  line  must  be  the 
common  tangent  Oc  of  the  two  areas  (this,  in  fact,  constitutes  the  condition  for  the 
determination  of  one  of  the  arbitrary  constants),  and  for  this  position  the  areas  are 
each  =  0,  Hence,  in  general,  the  areas  nmst  be  equal ;  or  the  problem  is,  to  find  a 
curve  such  that  any  normal  thereof  cuts  off  equal  areas  BCD  and  bed. 

If,  instead  of  the  normal  curve,  we  consider  the  curve  which  is  the  envelope  of 
the  several  lines,  or,  what  is  the  same  thing,  the  locus  of  the  point  N,  then  we 
could,  in  like  manner,  obtain  for  this  curve  a  differential  equation  of  the  first  order: 
the  constant  of  integration  would  be  determined  by  the  condition  that  Oc  is  a 
tangent.     The   curve   in   question   is,   of  course,   the   evolute   of  the   normal   curve. 

The  several  lines  which  intersect  the  two  areas  give  rise  to  a  finite  arc  IS  of 
this  evolute,  and,  as  remarked  by  Monge,  it  is  only  when  this  arc  XS  lies  (as  in  the 
figure)  outside  the  two  areas,  that  we  have  a  true  minimum. 

Passing  now  to  the  solid  problem,  we  may  imagine  a  congruence  of  lines  inter- 
secting the  two  volumes;  each  line  of  the  congruence  is  intersected  by  two  consecutive 
lines,  and  the  lines  of  the  congruence  thus  form  two  sets  of  developable  surfaces,  each 
surface  of  the  one  set  intersecting  each  surface  of  the  other  set.  And,  considering 
two  consecutive  surfaces  of  the  one  set,  and  two  consecutive  surfaces  of  the  other  set, 
these  include  between  them  a  filament;  and,  treating  the  filament  as  a  right  line,  it 
seems  to  follow  (although  it  is  more  difficult  to  present  the  reasoning  in  a  rigorous 
form)  that,  if  any  one  element  of  the  filament  BD  be  transferred  to  any  one  element 
of    the    filament    bd,    then    that    every    other    element    of   the    filament    BD    must    be 


e  of  the  filament,  the  fovmula 


how  the  elements   of  AB  are   tranBfecred   to   ab,   the   sum  of  the  products  of 

distance  will  be  in  ever;  case  the  same 

.    Analytically,  if  dx  =  dx\  then 

j(x--x)dx  =  j^d^--jx<U, 

the  equation  dx'-dx  meaning  x'  =  x-i-s 

,  discontinuous  conetant.     In  the  actual 

ie,  if  TdT^T-dr',  then 

[{r-  -r)rdr^  jr'^  dr'  -  M  dr. 
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transferred  to  some  other  element  of  the  filament  hd;  and,  this  being  so,  the  two 
filaments  must  be  equal.  But  Monge  goes  on  to  argue  that  the  condition  of  the 
minimum  further  requires  that  the  developable  surfaces  shall  cut  at  right  angles,  and 
I  ccmnot  say  that  I  see  this.  He  says  (pp.  700,  701),  "We  know  already  that  the 
routes  must  be  the  intersections  of  two  sets  of  developable  surfaces  such  that  each 
surface  of  the  first  set  intersects  those  of  the  second  set  in  right  lines;  it  remains 
to  be  found  under  what  angles  these  surfaces  must  cut  each  other  to  satisfy  the 
minimum.  But  it  is  evident  that  these  angles  must  be  right  angles,  for  with  these 
angles  the  elementary  spaces  comprised  between  four  developable  surfaces  will  be  greater, 
and  for  equal  distances  the  transported  mass  will  be  greater;  therefore,  in  the 
of  a  minimum,  the  routes  must  be  the  intersections  of  two  sets  of  developable  ( 
such  that  each  surface  of  the  one  set  cuts  those  of  the  second  set  in  straight  lines 
and  at  right  angles."  And,  this  being  so,  he  infers,  and  it  in  fact  follows,  that  the 
routes  are  the  normals  of  a  surfece. 

Admitting  the  conclusion,  the  problem  becomes  as  follows: — Given  two  volumes, 
it  is  required  to  find  a  surface  such  that,  drawing  the  normals  thereof  to  intersect  the 
two  volumes,  and  considering  the  filament  bounded  by  the  developable  surfaces  which 
belong  to  two  consecutive  curves  of  curvature  of  the  one  set  and  those  belonging  to 
two  consecutive  curves  of  curvature  of  the  other  set,  the  portions  cut  off  on  the  two 
volumes  respectively  may  be  equal.  And  we  are  thus  led  to  a  partial  differential 
equation  of  the  second  order  for  determining  the  equation  z=f{x,  y)  of  the  required 
surface.  As  in  the  plane  problem,  it  is  immaterial  how  the  elements  of  the  one 
filament  are  transferred  to  the  other  filament. 
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783. 

ON    MR    WILKINSON'S    BECTANGULAE    TKANSFOEMATION. 


[From  the  Proceedings  of  the  London  Mathematical  Society,  vol.  xiv.  (1883), 
pp.  222—229.     Eead  May  10,  1883.] 

Considering  the  three  cones, 

ip  +  X)X'^{q  +  \)  F-  +  {t  +  X)Z'  =  0, 

{p  +  ti)X'  +  {q  +  ^)  F=  +  (r  +  /i)  Z^  =  0, 

(p  +  ^)Z=  +  (2  +  v)  Y^^(r+v)Z^  =  i), 
where 

p  +  q  +  r  +  \-\-  fi.-\-v=0, 

it  is  easy  to  see  that  these  contain  a  singly  infinite  system  of  rectangular  axes, 
viz.  we  have  in  each  cone  one  axis  of  a  rectangular  system,  and  for  one  of  the 
cones  the  axis  may  be  any  line  at  pleasure  of  the  cone.  In  fact,  taking  for 
the  three  axes  (x,  y,  z),  (x,  y',  z'\  («",  y",  z")  respectively,  that  is,  for  the  first 
axis  X  :  Y  :  Z=  x  :  y  :  z,  and  so  for  each  of  the  other  two  axes,  then  (x,  y,  z) 
being  an  arbitrary  line  on  the  first  cone,  we  can  find  (a/,  /,  z)  and  (a;",  /',  s")  such 
that 

(p  +  X)3?     +(g  +  X)4/2     +(^  +  X)3^     =0, 

(p  +  >*):c'^  +(?  +  ;£)/=  +(j-  +  /i)3'2  =0, 
(p  +  I-)  a!'^  +  (g  +  v)  y"^  +  (y  +  :<)  s"^  =  0, 

m'x"  -iryy"  ^z'  ^'  ^a, 

af'x  +yi/  +/'2   =0, 

X  of  -\-y  y'  +z  :^  =(i. 

For,  eliminating  {x",  y",  z")  from  the  third,  fourth,  and  fifth  equations,  we  have, 
first, 

x"  :  y"  :  ^'  =  yz'  —  'ifz  :  zx'—z'x  :  xi/ —  x'y. 


Hosted  by 


Google 


422  ON  MR  Wilkinson's  rectangular  transformation.  [783 

and  consequently 

(p  +  v)  iyz'  -  y-zf  +  (2  +  r)  {zx'  -  s'a^)'  -t-  (r  +  c)  {xy'  -  x'yf  =  0. 

It  is  to  be  shown  that  this  equation  is  implied  in  the  remaining  first,  second,  and 
third  equations ;  for,  this  being  so,  («,  y,  z),  {af,  ■{/,  3')  satisfy  only  these  equations : 
or  (a;,  y,  z)  are  any  values  whatever  satisfying  the  first  equation.  The  other  two 
equations  then  determine  {x\  y',  3'),  and,  these  being  known,  {x",  y",  /")  are  then 
determined   as   above. 

In  fiict,  attending  to  the  sixth  equation,  the  equation  just  obtained  may  be 
written   in  the   form 

{P  +  ")  iif  +  z')  W'  +  ^')  -  ^^'']  +(9  +  ")  [(2=  +  ^)  (2'=  +  ^'0  -  fy"] 

+  (r  + 1-)  l(x^  +  y') (x'^  +  y') -  z'z'^]  =  0, 
or,  what  is  the  same  thing,  in  the  form 

-  (a^  +  j=  +  5=)  [Oj  + /.)  ar'=  +  (g- + /*)  y*  +  (r  + /*)  y^j 

-(«;'^+y'^  +  /=)[(p  +  X)fl^  +  (2  +  X)3/=  +  (r  +  \)«=]  =  0; 
for,  comparing  in  the  two  forms,  first  the  coefficients  of  a;V^,  these  are 
i!i-\-  v)  +  {r  +  v)-{p  +  v)     and     -  Sp  +  X  +  /i, 

which  are  equal  in  virtue  of  p  +  q  +  r +  \  +  n-\-v  —  0;  and  compai-ing  next  the 
coefficients   of  y'^z"^,   these   are 

p-\-v    and     -  (r  +  ^)  -  (2  +  \), 

which  are  equal  in  virtue  of  the  same  relation :  and,  similarly,  the  coefficients  of  the 
other  terms  y^\  &c.,  are  equal  in  the  two  equations  respectively. 

Take  now  three  arguments  a„,  be,  Co,  connected  by  the  relation  ao  +  io  +  Co  =  0, 
and  write  a,  a,  A  for  the  sn,  en,  and  dn  of  ct„;  and  similarly  h,  b,  B  and  c,  c,  G 
for  those   of  b^   and   c„   respectively:    then   we   may   write 

J,  +  X,,  +  X,r  +  X=     (1,   i,    -/„), 

y  +  p.,  +  ft.+^.e(i,  i,  A), 

for,  starting  from  the  first  set  of  values,  we  have  the  second  set  if  only 


We  thence  obtain 


A 
'  BG' 
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and,  in  order  to  the  identity  of  the  two  values  of  0,  we  must  have 

(-^)(-#c)-(-e)(-^)='>- 

that  is, 

(abc  -  b^)  (ABO  -  A')  -  (abc  -  a=)  (ABG  -  &)  =  0, 
or,  reducing, 

But 

a'~b'  =  -(«=-n     A'-B'  =  -kHa'~b'),     A'h' -  B'a' =  k'^a^  -  ¥) ; 

hence  the  whole  equation  divides  by  a^~b\  and,  omitting  this  factor,  it  becomes 

--ABG+k's.hc  +  k''  =  0, 

which   is   a   known   relation   between   the   elliptic   functions   of   the   arguments   a„,   b^,   Va 
connected  by  the  equation  a^  +  ba  +  Ca=0.     Similarly,  for  <!>,  we  have 


.-X=*- 

■1=. 

*s- 

-E=  =  * 

G 
AS' 

A 

and. 

comparing 

the 

two 

values  of  .^ 

,  we 

have 

the  same  identical  relation. 

It  thus 

appeara 

that  the  three 

cones 

X' 

+E: 

¥•  + 

=  0, 

X' 

+  S 

Y'  + 

^    7' 

-0, 

X- 

^1 

¥•  + 

=  0, 

ab       '^  AB 

(the  coefficients  whereof  depend  on  the  elliptic  functions  an,  en,  anti  dn,  of  the 
arguments  Ho.  ^o,  Cu  connected  by  the  equation  a^  +  bu  +  c^—fi)  contain  a  singly  infinite 
system  of  rectangular  axes. 

Considering  an   argument  /o,   and   denoting  its  sn,   en,   dn   by  /,   f,  F  respectively, 
we  have,  for  an  arbitrary  line  on  the  first  cone,  the  values 

x,  ij,  2  =  M</RaI,     M'/FIbc.!,     M-J^3SC.F. 

In   fact,   substituting   in   the   equation   of  the   cone,   we   obtain   the   identity 

K'  +  ei'-F'  =  0; 

and  if  we  determine  M  by  the  condition  that  x'  +  y^  +  s-  shall  be  =  1,  then  we  have 

1  =  M'  {fAn  +  JfAheP  -  nBCF'], 

where  the  coefficient  of  M-  is 

-  i''Aa  +  IfAhc  (1  -/>)  -  itBCtl  -  Iff). 
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which  is  easily  shown  to  be 

so  that  the  values  of  x,  y,  s  are 

=  iVA^a,     V^lbS .  f,     V^liJO .  F]  H-  VW'fteCa'-/^), 
and,   similarly   taking    the    arguments    g„,   h„,   and    denoting    their    elliptic   fanctions   by 
g,    g,    G,    h,    h,    H,    we    have    for    a    system    of    arbitrary    lines    in    the    three    cones 
,  the  values 


X,   y,   z  -- 
a>",  f,  z"  -- 


•IWA& 

•/IfAbi./ 

■J-  «BC .  *■ 

■JWSb 

VMca.s 

■/-bCA.g 

■JWCc 

VJ?Cab  .  h 

•/-cAB.H 

4-  ■JWIdW(c^~^% 


these  values  being  such  that  a?-\-y^  +  ^,  x'^  +  y'^  +  z'^,  a^'^  +  ^'*  +  3"'  are  each  =1.  The 
radicals  in  the  fii^t  line  would  be  more  correctly  written,  and  may  be  understood  as 
meaning  k'^/Ai^a,  k^/A  x/ht/e,  i\/a.rJB \/C,  and  similarly  as  regards  the  second  and 
third  lines  respectively. 

Taking  now   the   arbitrary   lines   at   right   angles   to   each   other,    the    condition    for 
the  second  and  third  lines  is 

l  +  k'a.g)x-k'^AGH  =  (}, 

which  is  satisfied  if  aa=ga  —  lm  similarly  the  condition  for  the  third  and  first  lines 
is  satisiied  if  &g  =  J^o— /j;  and  we  then  have  On  +  K^^ffo—fiit  that  is,  —Co=gi,—fa  <*■' 
Oo^fa—ffn,  which  is  the  condition  for  the  first  and  second  lines;  hence  the  arguments 
«o.  ^oi  c„,  /„,  ffo,  K  being  such  that 

.      A„-£r„  +  a„  =  0, 
-h     ■    +/«+b„  =  0, 

-a,-K-c„     .     =0, 
or,   what  is   the    same    thing,   a^,   b^,   c,  /«,  go,   ho    being    the    differences    of   any   four 
arguments   a,   0,   y,   S,   the    foregoing   values    of   (x,   y,   z),   («',   y',  e'),   (of',   y" ,  s")   will 
satisfy    the    equations 

a?    +y'    +2"    =1, 

^'.  +^=  +2'==1, 

af'^-i-  y"^  +  z"-  =  l, 

iB'a/'  +  i/y"  +  z'z"^0, 

x"x   +  y"y   +  z"s  —  0, 

■-ex'  +yif  +zz^  =0, 

for  the  transformation  of  a  set  of  rectangular  axes.  These  are,  in  fact,  Mr  Wilkinson's 
expressions,  the  ctj,  &„,  Co,  fi„  ffa,  K  being  his  t  —p,  p  —  q,  q  —  t,  t,  p,  q  respectively. 
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Returning  to  the  three  cones,  it  is  to  be  remarked  that,  taking  in  the  first  of 
them  a  line  1  at  pleasure,  then  we  have  in  the  second  of  them  two  lines  2,  2' 
each  at  right  angles  to  the  line  1,  and  such  that  the  line  3  at  right  angles  to 
the  plane  12,  and  the  line  3'  at  right  angles  to  the  plane  12',  lie  each  of  them 
in  the  third  cone ;  or,  what  is  the  same  thing,  we  have  in  the  two  cones  respectively 
the  rectangular  lines  1  and  2,  and  also  the  rectangular  lines  1  and  2',  such  that  the 
planes  12  and  12'  each  of  them  envelope  one  and  the  same  cone,  the  reciprocal  of 
the  third  cone;  where  by  the  reciprocal  cone  of  a  given  cone  is  meant  the  cone 
generated  by  the  lines  through  the  vertex  at  right  angles  to  the  tangent  planes  of 
the  given  cone.  Introducing  the  notion  of  the  absolute  cone  X^+Y^  +  Z^=0,  a  line 
and  plane  through  the  vertex  at  right  angles  to  each  other  are,  in  fact,  reciprocal 
polars  in  regard  to  this  absolute  cone;  and  two  lines  at  right  angles  to  each  other 
are  reciprocals  (or  harmonics)  in  regard  to  this  absolute  cone;  that  is,  the  reciprocal 
plane  of  either  of  them  passes  through  the  other.  The  two  cones  are  cones  inter- 
secting each  other  in  four  lines  lying  on  the  absolute  cone ;  and  in  virtue  of  this 
relation  they  have  the  property  in  question,  viz.  taking  in  the  first  cone  a  line  1 
at  pleasure,  then  the  reciprocal  plane  hereof  in  regard  to  the  absolute  cone  meets 
the  second  cone  in  a  pair  of  lines  2  and  2'  such  that  the  planes  12  and  12'  eaeh 
of  them  envelope  one  and  the  same  cone;  the  reciprocal  of  this  cone  is  then  the 
third  cone  of  the  system,  and  as  such  it  passes  through  the  four  lines  on  the  absolute 
cone. 

In  verification,  observe  that  the  coefficients  p  +  X,  ?  +  X,  &c.  of  the  equations  of 
the  three  cones  satisfy  the  equations 

I  1,    p  +  \.    p-i-fi,    p  +  v,    (p  +  \)ip  +  ii)(p  +  J')  1  =  0. 

I   1,     q  +  \,     q  +  iM,     q  +  v,     (q  +  \)  (q  +  fi)  (q  +  i-)  i 

1,    r+\,    r+iM,    r  +  v,     {r +\)(r  +  fi) (r  +v)  \ 
This  is  obviously  the  case  for  each  equation  such  as 

|1,  p  +  \  p  +  fi\  =  0; 

and  any  equation  containing  the  fifth  column  is  at  once  reducible  to 

I  1,    p,    f+p'(X  +  IJ.  +  2')\=0, 

that  is, 

|1,  p.  f\+(\  +  f^  +  u)\l.  p,  p^\  =  Q; 

or,   dividing   by   |  1,  p,  p'\,    this    is   ^+54-r  +  X  +  yu.  + k^  0,    the    equation    connecting 
the  coefficients. 

Hence,  representing  the  three  cones  by 

p  X^  +  q  Y^  +  r  Z'=0, 


and  the  absolute  by 


l/X'  +  ^Y'  +  r'Z'^O. 

p"X''  +  q"Y'  +  r"Z^^O, 

X'+      r=+     Z'  =  0. 
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the  coefficients  p,  q,  &e.,  are  connected  by  the  equations 

p'  p'>  p"'  pp'p"    =  0 ; 

5.    5'.    2".    29'?" 
1,     r,     r',     t" ,    iVr" 

among   these   are   of  course   included   the   equation   |  1,  p,  p'  |=0,  which   expresses   that 
the   first   and   second   cones   intersect   on   the    absolute;    {p,   q,   r),   (p',   q',   r)    are    any 
quantities    satisfying    this    relation,   and,   regarding    them    as   given,   we   have   then   two 
independent   equations   determining   the   ratios   p"  :  q"  :  r".     The   theorem    is    that    the 
planes  12  and  12'  envelope  one  and  the  same  quadric  cone 
X^      Y^     Z'     ^ 
P        i       '^ 
The  equations  |  1,  p,  p"  |  =  0  and  |  1,  p,  pp'p"  \  =  0  give 

(q~r)p"      +(r-p)q"      +(p-q)r"      =0, 
(q  -  r)pp'p"  +  (r-p)  qq'q"  +  {p~q)  rr'r"  =  0, 
and  thence 

{q  —  r)p"  :  (r~p)q"  :  {p  —  q) r"  =  qq' —  rr'  :  rr'  —  pp'  :  pp' —  qq' \ 

or,  observing  that  we  have 

5  —  r  :  5 — p  :  p  —  q  =  qr—qr  :  rp'  —  r'p  :  pq'  —  p'q, 
the  equations  may  also  be  written 

(qr'  —  q'r)p"  :  (rp'~r'p)q"  :  (pq'  —  p'q)r"=q^-rr'  :  rr'—pp   :  pp  —qq. 

Starting  with  an  arbitrary  line  (x,  y,  z)  in  the  first  cone,  then  the  reciprocal 
plane  thereof  (in  regard  to  the  absolute  cone)  is  the  plane  Xs  +  Fy  +  ^s  =  0,  which 
meets  the  second  cone  in  two  lines,  say  (2)  and  (2'),  each  of  which  is  a  line  reciprocal 
to  the  line  (1) ;  and  we  have  thus  two  planes  (12)  and  (12'),  each  of  which 
envelopes,   as   is   to  be   shown,   the   same   cone   5"/'Z^  +  /'p"F^+p"?"-2'^  =  0, 

Suppose,  in  general,  that  we  have  an  arbitrary  line  (x,  y,  £)  and  an  arbitrary 
plane  aX  +  /31'"+7^=0,  and  that  it  is  required  to  find  the  equation  of  the  two 
planes  through  the  line  {x,  y,  z),  and  the  intersections  of  the  plane  aX  ■\- ^Y  + '^Z  —  0 
with  the  cone  p'X'  +  q'Y^ +  r  Z^  =  0:   the  equation  of  the  pair  of  planes  ia 

{aX  +  ^T+yZy(p'i>i'  +qy  +r'^') 

+  (ae  +^y  +yzy{p'X^  +  q'Y^  +  r-Z') 

-2(aX  +  ^Y  +  yZ){ax+^y  +  yz)  (p'Xx  +  q' Ty  +  r'Zz)  =  0. 

In   the   present   case,   the   plane   aX  +  @Y ■\-yZ  =  0   is   the    plane    xX  +yY  +  zZ=0, 

which    is    the    reciprocal    of  the    line    {x,    y,    s)    in    regard    to    the    absolute    cone,  and   the 

equation  of  the  pair  of  planes  is 

{a:X  +  yY+zZy(p'i^  +g'f  +r'z^) 

+  (  x^  +  y^  +  z')Hp'X'  +  q'Y^  +  r'Z') 

-2{xX  +  yY+zZ)  (x"  +  y=  +  z-)  {p'Xx  +  <^Yy  +  i^Zz)  =  0, 
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where   the   quantities  (a:,   y,   £),   as   belonging   to   a   line    on    the    first    cone,   satisfy   the 
condition  pi^  +  j^  +  ra*  =  0.     The.  equation  may  be  written 

{a,  6,  c,/  g,  h\yZ~zY,  zX-xZ,  xY'-yXf  =  {S, 
where 

c,  &i  c. /.  g,  h  =  q'z'^  +  r'y'',  r'a?+p's-,  p'y^  +  q'a?,  —  p'yz,  —q'zx,  —r'xy, 

and,  as  before,  pis' +  qy^  +  rs'^  =  0 ;    viz.  this   is   the   equation   of  the   pair   of  planes   (12) 
and  (12'). 

The   equation   of   the   pair   of   tangent   planes    through    the    line    (a:,   y,   z)    to    the 
cone  q"r''X^  +  r"p''y-^p"<i'Z''  =  0  is 

(5'W  +  T"p"f-\-p"<l'z^')  (g'V'Z'  +r"p"F«  -\-p"q'Z^)  -  (q"r"a;X  +r"fyY->r'^'4'zZY  =  0  ; 

viz.  omitting  a  factor  p"q"r",  this  equation  if 

ip",  q",  r",  0,  0,  O^yZ-zY,  zX-xZ,  a:Y-yXf  =  ^. 

And   it   is   to   be   shown   that   this   is   equivalent   to   the    former    equation ;    viz.   writing 
yZ—zY,  zX~xZ,  a:Y—yX  =  \,  fj.,  v,  then  that  the  two  equations 

{q'z^  +  r'y\  r'a^  +  p'z^,  p'y^  +  g'x^,  —p'yz,  ~  q'zx,  -rxy'^X,  fi,  v)-  =  0, 
p"\^  +  q'fi?  +  t"v''-  =  0, 
are  equivalent  to  each  other. 

We  have  identically  \a>  +  fi.y  +  vi  =  0,  and  thence  also 

{\x  +  fj.y  +  pz)[(p'  —  q  —  r')7>^  +  (- p'  +  q' -  r') fiy  +  {- p  - q' +  r')  vs]  =  0, 
where,   on   the   left-hand   side,   the   terms   in   fj,v,   v\,   and   Xfi   ai'e 

=  —  2p'yzfiv  —  2q'sxvX  —  2r'xy\fi^ 
Hence  the  first  equation  may  be  written 

[q'^  +  r'f  +  (jy--q'-r'}a^]\'  +  ['/af+p's^  +  {-p'  +  q'-r')f]ij,' 

+  IpY  +  q'^  +  (-p'-q'+  r')  z']^=0, 
and  it  is  to  be  sho^vn  that  this  is  equivalent  to 

p"X^  +  q"ti^  +  )-'V  =  0 ; 
viz.  that  we  have  p"  :  q"  :  r"  = 

q'z^  +  ry-{    p'-q'-i^)x- 
:  r'a?  +p'z''  —  (—p'  +  q  —  r')  y"- 
■  f'V^  +  ?'^  -  (-  p'  -  5'  +  r')  z'', 
where  po?  +  qy^  +  rs^  =  Q.     Writing  the  equation  in  the  form 
p"  :  q"  :  r-'  =  A  :  B  :  0, 
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we.  have 

^  =  2'2=  +  r'f  —  f'a?  +  gV  +  t'n? 

=  -  p'a?  +  q'{x'  +  ^)  +  r'{a^  +  -if) 

=  —pa?  +  {q'  +  /)  {if?  +  J/^  +  s=) - gy  -  /s^ 

By  what  precedes,  we  have  an  identity  of  the  form 

ic=  +  /  +  3=  =  a  {p'a?  +  5y  +  r'^)  +  ^  (;).5^  +  qi/  +  rs^), 

where,  determining  a  from  the  equations  1  =  y'a  +  ?y9,  1  =  r'a  +  ryS,  we  find 

a  =  (q-r)^  {qr'  -  q'r) ; 

but  pa?  -h  qTf  +  rz^  =  0,  and  the  relation  thus  is 

a? -\' f -^  z^  =  V.  (p'o?  +  qy''  +  r'z^)  ; 
hence 

A  =  [Ui  +  )■')  a  - 1}  (pV  +  q'y^  +  r's=), 

or,  substituting  for  a  its  value,  this  is 

A  =  Kg'+''')(g-^)-g'-'H 

i  gr'  -  jV 

qr  —qr  ^         ^  -^  ' ' 

and,  forming  the  like  values  of  B  and  (7,  the  relations  to  be  verified  become 

p"  ■  q"  ■  r"  =  I'i'-'^'  .  ■^-PP'  .  PP'-m' 
^    '  ^    '  qr'  —  q'r'  rp'—r'p  '  p<i  —  p'q' 

which  are,  in  fact,  the  values  of  the  ratios  p"  :  <('  :  r"  obtained  above ;  and  the 
theorem  is  thus  seen  to  be  true.  It  may  be  remarked  that,  if  the  first  and  second 
cones,  instead  of  intersecting  in  four  lines  on  the  absolute  cone,  had  been  arbitrary 
cones;  then,  taking  in  the  first  cone  a  line  (1)  and  in  the  second  cone  a  line  (2), 
the  reciprocal  of  (1)  in  regard  to  the  absolute,  the  envelope  of  the  plane  (12)  would 
have  been  {instead  of  a  quadric  cone)  a  cone  of  the  class  8, 


Hosted  by 


Google 


784] 


784. 

PRESIDENTIAL    ADDRESS    TO    THE    BRITISH    ASSOCIATION, 
SEPTEMBER    1883. 

[From  the  Repiyi't  of  the  Bntisk  Association  for  the  Advancement  of  Science,  (1883), 
pp.  3—37.] 

Since  our  last  meeting  we  have  been  deprived  of  three  of  our  most  distinguished 
members.  The  loss  by  the  death  of  Professor  Henry  John  Stephen  Smith  is  a  very 
grievous  one  to  those  who  knew  and  admired  and  loved  him,  to  his  University,  and 
to  mathematical  science,  which  he  cultivated  with  such  ardour  and  success.  I  need 
hardly  recall  that  the  branch  of  mathematics  to  which  he  had  specially  devoted  himself 
was  that  most  interesting  and  difficult  one,  the  Theory  of  Numbers.  The  immense  range 
of  this  subject,  connected  with  and  ramifying  into  so  many  others,  is  nowhere  so  well 
seen  as  in  the  series  of  reports  on  the  progress  thereof,  brought  up  unfortunately 
only  to  the  year  1S65,  contributed  by  him  to  the  Reports  of  the  Association;  but 
it  ivill  still  better  appear  when  to  these  are  united  {as  will  be  done  in  the  collected 
works  in  course  of  publication  by  the  Clarendon  Press)  his  other  mathematical  writings, 
many  of  them  containing  his  own  further  developments  of  theories  refen^ed  to  in  the 
reports.  There  have  been  recently  or  are  being  published  many  such  collected 
editions — Abel,  Cauchy,  Clifford,  Gauss,  Green,  Jacobi,  Lagrange,  Maxwell,  Eiemann, 
Steiner.     Among   these   the   works   of  Henry  Smith  will   occupy   a   worthy   position. 

More  recently.  General  Sir  Edward  Sabine,  K.C.B.,  for  twenty-one  years  general 
secretary  of  the  Association,  and  a  trustee.  President  of  the  meeting  at  Belfast  in 
the  year  1852,  and  for  many  years  treasurer  and  aftenvards  President  of  the  Royal 
Society,  has  been  taken  from  us,  at  an  age  exceeding  the  ordinary  age  of  man.  Born 
October  1788,  he  entered  the  Royal  Artillery  in  1803,  and  commanded  batteries  at  the 
siege  of  Fort  Erie  in  1814;  made  magnetic  and  other  observations  in  Ross  and 
Parry's   North    Polar    exploration    in    1818-19,   and   in   a   series    of   other    voyages.      He 
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contributed  to  the  Association  reports  on  Magnetic  Forces  in  1836-7-8,  and  about 
forty  papers  to  the  Philosophical  Trtmsactions ;  originated  the  system  of  Magnetic 
Observatories,   and   otherwise   signally   promoted   the   science   of  Terrestrial   Magnetism. 

There  is  yet  a  very  great  loss ;  another  late  President  and  trustee  of  the 
Association,  one  who  has  done  for  it  so  much,  and  has  so  often  attended  the  meetings, 
whose  presence  among  us  at  this  meeting  we  might  have  hoped  for — the  President 
of  the  Eoyal  Society,  William  Spottiswoode.  It  is  unnecessary  to  say  anything  of  his 
various  merits :  the  place  of  his  burial,  the  crowd  of  sorrowing  friends  who  were 
present   in   the    Abbey,   bear  witness   to   the   esteem   in   which   he   was   held. 

I  take  the  opportunity  of  mentioning  the  completion  of  a  work  promoted  by  the 
Association :  the  determination  by  Mr  James  Glaisher  of  the  least  factors  of  the  missing 
three  out  of  the  first  nine  million  numbers:  the  volume  containing  the  sixth  million 
is   now   published. 

I  wish  to  speak  to  you  to-night  upon  Mathematics.  I  am  quite  aware  of  the 
difficulty  arising  from  the  abstract  nature  of  ray  subject ;  and  if,  as  I  fear,  many  or 
some  of  yon,  recalling  the  Presidential  Addresses  at  ibrmer  meetings — for  instance,  the 
r^sumd  and  survey  which  we  had  at  York  of  the  progress,  during  the  half  century 
of  the  lifetime  of  the  Association,  of  a  whole  circle  of  sciences — Biology,  Palteontology, 
Geology,  Astronomy,  Chemistry — so  much  more  familiar  to  you,  and  in  which  there 
was  so  much  to  tell  of  the  fairy-tales  of  science;  or  at  Southampton,  the  discourse 
of  my  friend  who  has  in  such  kind  terms  introduced  me  to  you,  on  the  wondrous 
practical  applications  of  science  to  electric  lighting,  telegraphy,  the  St  Gothard  Tunnel 
and  the  Suez  Canal,  gun-cotton,  and  a  host  of  other  purposes,  and  with  the  grand 
concluding  speculation  on  the  conservation  of  solar  energy:  if,  I  say,  recalling  these 
or  any  earlier  Addresses,  you  should  wish  that  you  were  now  about  to  have,  from  a 
different  President,  a  discourse  on  a  different  subject,  I  can  very  well  sympathise  with 
you   in   the   feeling. 

But  be  this  as  it  may,  I  think  it  is  more  respectful  to  you  that  I  should  speak 
to  you  upon  and  do  my  best  to  interest  you  in  tho  subject  which  has  occupied  me, 
and  in  which  I  am  myself  most  interested.  And  in  another  point  of  view,  I  think 
it  is  right  that  the  Address  of  a  President  should  be  on  his  own  subject,  and  that 
different  subjects  should  be  thus  brought  in  turn  before  the  meetings.  So  much  the 
worse,  it  may  be,  for  a  particular  meeting ;  but  the  meeting  is  the  individual,  which 
on   evolution   principles   must   be   sacrificed   for   the  development   of  the   race. 

Mathematics  connect  themselves  on  the  one  side  with  common  life  and  the 
physical  sciences ;  on  the  other  side  with  philosophy,  in  regard  to  our  notions  of  space 
and  time,  and  in  the  questions  which  have  arisen  as  to  the  universality  and  necessity 
of  the  truths  of  mathematics,  and  the  foundation  of  our  knowledge  of  them.  1  would 
remark  here  that  the  connexion  (if  it  exists)  of  arithmetic  and  algebra  with  the  notion 
of  time   is   far   less   obvious   than   that   of  geometry   with   the   notion   of  space. 

As  to  the  former  side,  I  am  not  making  before  you  a  defence  of  mathematics, 
but  if  I  were  I  should  desire  to  do  it—in  such  manner  as  in  the  Eepublic  Socrates 
was   required    to   defend   justice,   quite    irrespectively   of   the    worldly   advantages    which 
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may  accompany  a  life  of  virtue  and  justice,  and  to  show  that,  independently  of  all 
these,  justice  was  a  thing  desirable  in  itself  and  for  its  own  sake — not  by  speaking 
to  you  of  the  utility  of  mathematics  in  any  of  the  questions  of  common  life  or  of 
physical  science.  Still  less  would  I  speak  of  this  utility  before,  I  trust,  a  friendly 
audience,  interested  or  willing  to  appreciate  an  interest  in  mathematics  in  itself  and 
for  its  own  sake.  I  would,  on  the  contrary,  rather  consider  the  obligations  of 
mathematics  to  these  different  subjects  as  the  sources  of  mathematical  theories  now 
as  remote  from  them,  and  in  as  different  a  region  of  thought — for  instance,  geometry 
from  the  measurement  of  land,  or  the  Theory  of  Numbers  from  arithmetic — as  a 
river  at   its   mouth   is   from   its   mountain   source. 

On  the  other  side,  the  general  opinion  has  been  and  is  that  it  is  indeed  by 
experience  that  we  arrive  at  the  truths  of  mathematics,  but  that  experience  is  not 
their  proper  foundation :  the  mind  itself  contributes  something.  This  is  involved  in 
the  Platonic  theory  of  reminiscence ;  looking  at  two  things,  trees  or  stones  or  anything 
else,  which  seem  to  us  more  or  less  equal,  we  arrive  at  the  idea  of  equality :  but 
we  must  have  had  this  idea  of  equality  before  the  time  when  first  seeing  the  two 
things  we  were  led  to  regard  them  as  coming  up  more  or  leas  perfectly  to  this  idea 
of  equality ;  and   the   like   as  regards   oui'  idea  of  the   beautiful,   and   in   other  cases. 

The  same  view  is  expressed  in  the  answer  of  Leibnitz,  the  nisi  intellectus  ipse, 
to  the  scholastic  dictum,  nihil  in  intellectu  quod  non  prius  in  sensu:  there  is  nothing  in 
the  intellect  which  was  not  first  in  sensation,  except  (said  Leibnitz)  the  intellect 
itself.  And  so  again  in  the  Oritick  of  Pure  Reason,  Kant's  view  is  that  while  there  is 
no  doubt  but  that  all  our  cognition  begins  with  experience,  we  are  nevertheless  in 
of  cognitions  a  priori,  independent,  not  of  this  or  that  experience,  but 
so  of  all  experience,  and  in  pai'ticular  that  the  axioms  of  mathematics 
furnish  an  example  of  such  cognitions  a  priori.  Kant  holds  further  that  space  is  no 
empirical  conception  which  has  been  derived  from  external  experiences,  but  that  in 
order  that  sensations  may  be  referred  to  something  external,  the  representation  of 
space  must  already  lie  at  the  foundation ;  and  that  the  external  experience  is  itself 
first  only  possible  by  this  representation  of  space.  And  in  like  manner  time  is  no 
empirical  conception  which  can  be  deduced  from  an  experience,  but  it  is  a  necessary 
representation   lying  at   the   foundation   of  all   intuitions. 

And  so  in  regard  to  mathematics.  Sir  W.  R.  Hamilton,  in  an  Introductory  Lecture 
on  Astronomy  (1836),  observes:  "These  purely  mathematical  sciences  of  algebra  and 
geometry  are  sciences  of  the  pure  reason,  deriving  no  weight  and  no  assistance  from 
experiment,  and  isolated  or  at  least  isolahle  from  all  outward  and  accidental  phenomena. 
The  idea  of  order  with  its  subordinate  ideas  of  number  and  figure,  we  must  not  indeed 
call  innate  ideas,  if  that  phrase  be  defined  to  imply  that  all  men  must  possess  them 
with  equal  clearness  and  fulness :  they  are,  however,  ideas  which  seem  to  be  so  far  bom 
with  us  that  the  possession  of  them  in  any  conceivable  degree  is  only  the  development 
of  our  original  powers,  the  unfolding  of  our  proper  humanity." 

The  general  question  of  the  ideas  of  space  and  time,  the  axioms  and  definitions  of 
geometry,   the   axioms  relating  to  number,  and  the  nature  of  mathematical  reasoning,  are 
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fully   and   ably  discussed  in   Whewell's  Philosophy  of  the  Inductive  Sciences  (1840),  which 
may  be  regarded  as  containing  an  exposition  of  the  whole  theory. 

But  it  is  maintained  by  John  Stuarb  Mill  that  the  truths  of  mathematics,  in 
particular  those  of  geometry,  rest  on  experience ;  and  as  regards  geometry,  the  same 
view   is   on   very   different   grounds   maintained   by   the   mathematician   Riemann. 

It  is  not  so  easy  as  at  first  sight  it  appears  to  make  out  how  far  the  views 
taken  by  Mill  in  his  System  of  Logic  RatiocmaHve  and  Inductive  {9th  ed,  1879)  are 
absolutely  contradictory  to  those  which  have  been  spoken  of;  they  profess  to  be  so;  there 
are  most  definite  assertions  (supported  by  argument),  for  instance,  p.  263 : — "  It  remains 
to  enquire  what  is  the  ground  of  our  belief  in  axioms,  what  is  the  evidence  on  which 
they  rest.  I  answer,  they  are  experimental  truths,  generalisations  from  experience. 
The  proposition  'Two  straight  lines  cannot  enclose  a  space,'  or,  in  other  words,  two 
straight  lines  which  have  once  met  cannot  meet  again,  is  an  induction  from  the 
evidence  of  our  senses."  But  I  cannot  help  considering  a  previous  argument  (p.  259) 
as  very  materially  modifying  this  absolute  contradiction.  After  enquiring  "  Why  are 
mathematics  by  almost  all  philosophers  .  ,  .  considered  to  be  independent  of  the 
evidence  of  experience  and  observation,  and  characterised  as  systems  of  necessary 
truth  ? "  Mill  proceeds  (I  quote  the  whole  passage)  as  follows :— "  The  answer  I  conceive 
to  be  that  this  character  of  necessity  ascribed  to  the  truths  of  mathematics,  and  even 
(with  some  reservations  to  be  hereafter  made)  the  peculiar  certainty  ascribed  to  them, 
is  a  delusion,  in  order  to  sustain  which  it  is  necessary  to  suppose  that  those  truths 
relate  to  and  express  the  properties  of  purely  imaginary  objects.  It  is  acknowledged 
that  the  conclusions  of  geometry  are  derived  partly  at  least  from  the  so-called 
definitions,  and  that  these  definitions  are  assumed  to  be  correct  representations,  as  far 
as  they  go,  of  the  objects  with  which  geometry  is  conversant.  Now,  we  have  pointed 
out  that,  from  a  definition  as  such,  no  proposition  unless  it  be  one  concerning  the 
meaning  of  a  word  can  ever  follow,  and  that  what  apparently  follows  from  a  definition, 
follows  in  reality  from  an  implied  assumption  that  there  exists  a  real  thing  conformable 
thereto.  This  assumption  in  the  case  of  the  definitions  of  geometry  is  not  strictly  true : 
there  exist  no  real  things  exactly  conformable  to  the  definitions.  There  exist  no  real 
points  without  magnitude,  no  lines  without  breadth,  nor  perfectly  straight,  no  circles 
with  all  their  radii  exactly  equal,  nor  squares  with  all  their  angles  perfectly  right.  It 
will  be  said  that  the  assumption  does  not  extend  to  the  actual  but  only  to  the 
possible  existence  of  such  things.  I  answer  that  according  to  every  test  we  have  of 
possibility  they  are  not  even  possible.  Their  existence,  so  fiir  as  we  can  form  any 
judgment,  would  seem  to  be  inconsistent  with  the  physical  constitution  of  our  planet 
at  least,  if  not  of  the  universal  [sic].  To  get  rid  of  this  difficulty  and  at  the  same 
time  to  save  the  credit  of  the  supposed  system  of  necessary  truth,  it  is  customary  to 
say  that  the  points,  lines,  circles  and  squares  which  are  the  subjects  of  geometry  exist 
in  our  conceptions  merely  and  are  parts  of  our  minds ;  which  minds  by  working  on 
their  own  materials  construct  an  a  priori  science,  the  evidence  of  which  is  purely 
mental  and  has  nothing  to  do  with  outward  experience.  By  howsoever  high  authority 
this  doctrine  has  been  sanctioned,  it  appears  to  me  psychologically  incorrect.  The  points, 
hnes   and   squares   which   anyone   has   in   his   mind   are    (as   I   apprehend)   simply   copies 
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of  the  points,  lines  and  squares  which  he  has  known  in  his  experience.  Our  idea  of  a 
point  I  apprehend  to  he  simply  our  idea  of  the  minimum  vidbile,  the  small  portion  of 
surfeee  which  we  can  see.  We  can  reason  ahout  a  line  as  if  it  had  no  breadth,  because 
we  have  a  power  which  we  can  exercise  over  the  operations  of  our  minds :  the  power, 
when  a  perception  is  present  to  our  senses  or  a  conception  to  our  intellects,  of 
attending  to  a  part  only  of  that  perception  or  conception  instead  of  the  whole.  But 
we  cannot  conceive  a  line  without  breadth  :  we  can  form  no  mental  picture  of  such  a 
line ;  all  the  Knes  which  we  have  in  our  mind  arc  lines  possessing  breadth.  If  anyone 
doubt  this,  we  may  refer  him  to  his  own  experience.  I  much  question  if  anyone  who 
fancies  that  he  can  conceive  of  a  mathematical  line  thinks  so  from  the  evidence  of  his 
own  consciousness.  I  suspect  it  is  rather  because  he  supposes  that,  unless  such  a 
perception  be  possible,  mathematics  could  not  exist  as  a  science :  a  supposition  which 
there   will   be   no   difficulty   in   showing  to  be   groundless." 

I  think  it  may  be  at  once  conceded  that  the  truths  of  geometry  are  truths 
precisely  because  they  relate  to  and  express  the  properties  of  what  Mill  calls  "purely 
imaginary  objects";  that  these  objects  do  not  exist  in  Mill's  sense,  that  they  do  not 
exist  in  nature,  may  also  be  granted ;  that  they  are  "  not  even  possible,"  if  this  means 
not  possible  in  an  existing  nature,  may  also  be  granted.  That  we  cannot  "  conceive " 
them  depends  on  the  meaning  which  we  attach  to  the  word  conceive.  I  would  myself 
say  that  the  purely  imaginary  objects  are  the  only  realities,  the  ojjt&i?  ov-ra,  in  regard  to 
which  the  corresponding  physical  objects  are  as  the  shadows  in  the  cave;  and  it  is  only 
by  means  of  them  that  we  are  able  to  deny  the  existence  of  a  corresponding  physical 
object ;  if  there  is  no  conception  of  straightness,  then  it  is  meaningless  to  deny  the 
existence   of  a   perfectly   straight   line. 

But  at  any  rate  the  objects  of  geometrical  truth  are  the  so-called  imaginary 
objects  of  Mill,  and  the  truths  of  geometry  are  only  true,  and  a  fortiori  are  only 
necessarily  true,  in  regard  to  these  so-called  imaginary  objects ;  and  these  objects, 
points,  lines,  circles,  &c.,  in  the  mathematical  sense  of  the  terms,  have  a  likeness  to  and 
are  represented  more  or  less  imperfectly,  and  from  a  geometer's  point  of  view  no  matter 
how  imperfectly,  by  corresponding  physical  points,  lines,  circles,  &c.  I  shall  have  to 
return  to  geometry,  and  will  then  speak  of  Eiemann,  but  I  will  first  refer  to  another 
passage   of  the   Logic. 

Speaking  of  the  truths  of  arithmetic,  Mill  says  (p.  297)  that  even  here  there  is  one 
hypothetical  element ;  "  In  all  propositions  concerning  numbers  a  condition  is  implied  with- 
out which  none  of  them  would  be  true,  and  that  condition  is  an  assumption  which  may  be 
false.  The  condition  is  that  1  =  1:  that  all  the  numbers  are  numbers  of  the  same  or  of 
equal  units."  Here  at  least  the  assumption  may  he  absolutely  true ;  one  shilling  =  one 
shilling  in  purchasing  power,  although  they  may  not  be  absolutely  of  the  same  weight 
and  fineness :  but  it  is  hardly  necessary ;  one  coin  4-  one  coin  =  two  coins,  even  if  the  one 
be  a  shilling  and  the  other  a  half-crown.  In  fact,  whatever  difficulty  be  raisable  as  to 
geometry,  it  seems  to  me  that  no  similar  difficulty  applies  to  arithmetic ;  mathematician 
or  not,  we  have  each  of  us,  in  its  most  abstract  form,  the  idea  of  a  number ;  we  can 
each  of  us  appreciate  the  truth  of  a  proposition  in  regard  to  numbers ;  and  we  cannot 
but  see  that  a  truth  in  regard  to  numbers  is  something  different  in  kind  from  an 
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experimental  truth  generalised  from  experience.  Compare,  for  instance,  the  proposition 
that  the  sun,  having  already  risen  so  many  times,  will  rise  to-morrow,  and  the  next  day, 
and  the  day  after  that,  and  so  on ;  and  the  proposition  that  even  and  odd  numbers 
succeed  each  other  alternately  ad  infinitwm :  the  latter  at  least  seems  to  have  the 
characters  of  universality  and  necessity.  Or  again,  suppose  a  proposition  observed  to 
hold  good  for  a  iong  series  of  numbers,  one  thousand  numbers,  two  thousand  numbers, 
as  the  case  may  be :  this  is  not  only  no  proof,  but  it  is  absolutely  no  evidence,  that 
the  proposition  is  a  true  proposition,  holding  good  for  all  numbers  whatever ;  there  are 
in  the  Theory  of  Numbers  very  remarkable  instances  of  propositions  observed  to  hold 
good   for   very   long   series   of  numbers   and   which   are   nevertheless   untrue. 

I  pass  in  review  certain  mathematical  theories. 

In  arithmetic  and  algebra,  or  say  in  analysis,  the  numbers  or  magnitudes  which  we 
represent  by  symbols  are  in  the  first  instance  ordinary  (that  is,  positive)  numbers  or 
magnitudes.  We  have  also  in  analysis  and  in  analytical  geometry  negative  magnitudes; 
there  has  been  in  regard  to  these  plenty  of  philosophical  discussion,  and  I  might  refer 
to  Kant's  paper,  JJeher  die  negativen  Grossen  in  die  Weltweisheit  (1763),  but  the  notion 
of  a  negative  magnitude  has  become  quite  a  familiar  one,  and  has  extended  itself  into 
common  phraseology.  I  may  remark  that  it  is  used  in  a  very  refined  manner  in 
bookkeeping  by   double   entry. 

But  it  is  far  otherwise  with  the  notion  which  is  really  the  fundamental  one  (and 
I  cannot  too  strongly  emphasise  the  assertion)  underlying  and  pervading  the  whole 
of  modern  analysis  and  geometry,  that  of  imaginary  magnitude  in  analysis  and  of 
imaginary  space  (or  space  as  a  locus  in  quo  of  imaginary  points  and  figures)  in 
geometry :  I  use  in  each  case  the  word  imaginary  as  including  real.  This  has  not 
been,  so  far  a.s  I  am  aware,  a  subject  of  philosophical  discussion  or  enquiry.  As 
regards  the  older  metaphysical  writers  this  would  be  quite  accounted  for  by  saying 
that  they  knew  nothing,  and  were  not  bound  to  know  anything,  about  it;  but  at 
present,  and,  considering  the  prominent  position  which  the  notion  occupies — say  even 
that  the  conclusion  were  that  the  notion  belongs  to  mere  technical  mathematics,  or 
has  reference  to  nonentities  in  regard  to  which  no  science  is  possible,  still  it  seems  to 
me  that  (as  a  subject  of  philosophical  discussion)  the  notion  ought  not  to  be  thus 
ignored ;   it   should   at  least   be   shown   that   there   is   a   right   to   ignore   it. 

Although  in  logical  order  I  should  perhaps  now  speak  of  the  notion  just  referred 
to,  it  will  be  convenient  to  speak  first  of  some  other  quasi -geometrical  notions ;  those 
of  more-than- three- dimensional  space,  and  of  non-Euclidian  two-  and  three-dimensional 
space,  and  also  of  the  generalised  notion  of  distance.  It  is  in  connexion  with  these 
that  Riemann  considered  that  our  notion  of  space  is  founded  on  experience,  or  rather 
that   it  is   only  by   experience  that   we   know   that   our   space   is   Euclidian   space. 

It  is  well  known  that  Euclid's  twelfth  axiom,  even  in  Playfair's  form  of  it,  has 
been  considered  as  needing  demonstration ;  and  that  Lobatschewsky  constructed  a 
perfectly  consistent  theory,  wherein  this  axiom  was  assumed  not  to  hold  good,  or  say 
a   system   of   non- Euclidian   plane   geometry.     There   is   a   like   system    of   non-Euclidian 
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solid  geometry.  My  own  view  is  that  Euclid's  twelfth  axiom  in  Playfair's  form  of  it 
does  not  need  demonstration,  but  is  part  of  our  notion  of  space,  of  the  physical  space 
of  our  experience — the  space,  that  is,  which  we  become  acquainted  with  by  experience, 
but  which  ia  the  representation  lying  at  the  foundation  of  all  external  experience. 
Riemann's  view  before  referred  to  may  I  think  be  said  to  be  that,  having  in  intellectu 
a  more  general  notion  of  space  (in  fact  a  notion  of  non-Euclidian  space),  we  leain 
by  experience  that  space  (the  physical  space  of  our  experience)  is,  if  not  exactly,  at 
least   to   the   highest   degree   of  approximation,   Euclidian   apace. 

But  suppose  the  physical  space  of  our  experience  to  be  thus  only  approximately 
Euclidian  space,  what  is  the  consequence  which  follows  ?  Not  that  the  propositions  of 
geometry  are  only  approximately  true,  but  that  they  remain  absolutely  true  in  regard 
to  that  Euclidian  space  which  has  been  so  long  regai-ded  as  being  the  physical  space 
of  our   experience. 

It  is  interesting  to  consider  two  different  ways  in  which,  without  any  modification 
at  all  of  our  notion  of  space,  we  can  arrive  at  a  aj-stem  of  non-Euclidian  (plane  or 
two-dimensional)  geometry;  and  the  doing  so  will,  I  think,  throw  some  light  on  the 
whole   question. 

First,  imagine  the  earth  a  perfectly  smooth  sphere ;  understand  by  a  plane  the 
surface  of  the  earth,  and  by  a  line  the  apparently  straight  line  (in  fact,  an  arc  of 
great  circle)  drawn  on  the  surface ;  what  experience  would  in  the  first  instance  teaeh 
would  be  Euclidian  geometry ;  there  would  be  intersecting  lines  which  produced  a  few 
miles  or  so  would  seem  to  go  on  diverging:  and  apparently  parallel  lines  which  would 
exhibit  no  tendency  to  approach  each  other;  and  the  inhabitants  might  very  well 
conceive  that  they  had  by  experience  established  the  axiom  that  two  straight  lines 
cannot  enclose  a  space,  and  the  axiom  as  to  parallel  lines,  A  more  extended  experience 
and  more  accurate  measurements  would  teach  them  that  the  axioms  were  each  of  them 
&lse ;  and  that  any  two  lines  if  produced  far  enough  each  way,  would  meet  in  two 
points :  they  would  in  fact  arrive  at  a  spherical  geometry,  accurately  representing  the 
properties  of  the  two-dimensional  space  of  their  experience.  But  their  original  Euclidian 
geometry  would  not  the  less  be  a  true  system :  only  it  would  apply  to  an  ideal  space, 
not  the  space  of  their  experience. 

Secondly  consider  an  ordinary,  indefinitely  extended  plane ;  and  let  us  modify  only 
the  notion  of  distance.  We  measure  distance,  say,  by  a  yard  measure  or  a  foot  rule, 
anything  which  is  short  enough  to  make  the  fractions  of  it  of  no  consequence  (in 
mathematical  language,  by  an  infinitesimal  element  of  length) ;  imagine,  then,  the  length 
of  this  rule  constantly  changing  (as  it  might  do  by  an  alteration  of  temperature),  but 
under  the  condition  that  its  actual  length  shall  depend  only  on  its  situation  on  the 
plane  and  on  its  direction;  viz.  if  for  a  given  situation  and  direction  it  has  a  certain 
length,  then  whenever  it  comes  back  to  the  same  situation  and  direction  it  must  have 
the  same  length.  The  distance  along  a  given  straight  or  curved  line  between  any  two 
points  could  then  be  measured  in  the  ordinary  manner  with  this  rule,  and  would  have 
a  perfectly  determinate  value :  it  could  be  measured  over  and  over  again,  and  would 
always    be   the   same ;    but    of   course   it   would    be    the    distance,   not    in    the    ordinary 
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acceptation  of  the  term,  but  in  quite  a  different  acceptation.  Or  in  a  somewhat  different 
way ;  if  the  rate  of  progress  fi-om  a  given  point  in  a  given  direction  be  conceived  as 
depending  only  on  the  configuration  of  the  ground,  and  the  distance  along  a  given  path 
between  any  two  points  thereof  be  measured  by  the  time  required  for  traversing  it,  then 
in  this  way  also  the  distance  would  have  a  perfectly  determinate  value;  but  it  would  be 
a  distance,  not  in  the  ordinary  acceptation  of  the  term,  but  in  quite  a  different 
acceptation.  And  corresponding  to  the  new  notion  of  distance  we  should  have  a  new 
non-Euclidian  system  of  plane  geometry;  all  theorems  involving  the  notion  of  distance 
would  be   altered. 

We  may  proceed  further.  Suppose  that  as  the  rule  moves  away  from  a  fixed 
central  point  of  the  plane  it  becomes  shorter  and  shorter ;  if  this  shortening  takes 
place  with  sufficient  rapidity,  it  may  very  well  be  that  a  distance  which  in  the  ordinary 
sense  of  the  word  is  finite  will  in  the  new  sense  be  infinite  ;  no  number  of  repetitions 
of  the  length  of  the  ever-shortening  rule  will  be  sufficient  to  cover  it.  There  will  be 
suiTOunding  the  central  point  a  certain  finite  area  such  that  (in  the  new  acceptation 
of  the  term  distance)  each  point  of  the  boundary  thereof  will  be  at  an  infinite  distance 
from  the  central  point ;  the  points  outside  this  area  you  cannot  by  any  means  arrive  at 
with  your  rule ;  they  will  form  a  terra  incognita,  or  rather  an  unknowable  land :  in 
mathematical  language,  an  imaginary  or  impossible  space :  and  the  plane  space  of  the 
theory  \vill  be  that  within  the  finite  area — that  is,  it  will  be  finite  instead  of 
infinite. 

We  thus  with  a  proper  law  of  shortening  arrive  at  a  system  of  non-Euclidian 
geometry  which  is  essentially  that  of  Lobatschewsky.  But  in  so  obtaining  it  we  put 
out  of  sight  its  relation  to  spherical  geometry:  the  three  geometries  (spherical,  Euclidian, 
and  Lobatschewsky's)  should  be  regarded  as  members  of  a  system :  viz,  they  arc  the 
geometries  of  a  plane  (two-dimensional)  space  of  constant  positive  curvature,  zero 
curvature,  and  constant  negative  curvature  respectively ;  or  again,  they  are  the  plane 
geometries  corresponding  to  three  different  notions  of  distance ;  in  this  point  of  view 
they  are   Klein's   elliptic,   parabolic,   and   hyperbolic   geometries   respectively. 

Next  as  regards  solid  geometry:  we  can  by  a  modification  of  the  notion  of  distance 
(such  as  has  just  been  explained  in  regard  to  Lobatschewsky's  system)  pass  from  our 
present  system  to  a  non-Euclidian  system ;  for  the  other  mode  of  passing  to  a  non- 
Euchdian  system,  it  would  be  necessary  to  regard  our  space  as  a  flat  three-dimensional 
space  existing  in  a  space  of  four  dimensions  (i.e.,  as  the  analogue  of  a  plane  existing  in 
ordinary  space) ;  and  to  substitute  for  such  flat  three-dimensional  space  a  curved  three- 
dimensional  space,  say  of  constant  positive  or  negative  curvature.  In  regarding  the 
physical  space  of  our  experience  as  possibly  non-Euclidian,  Riemann's  idea  seems  to  be 
that  of  modifying  the  notion  of  distance,  not  that  of  treating  it  as  a  locus  in  four- 
dimensional  space. 

I  have  just  come  to  speak  of  four-dimensional  space.  What  meaning  do  we  attach 
to  it  1  Or  can  we  attach  to  it  any  meaning  ?  It  may  be  at  once  admitted  that  wo 
cannot  conceive  of  a  fourth  dimension  of  space ;  that  space  as  we  conceive  of  it,  and 
the  physical  space  of  our  experience,  are  alike  three-dimensional;  but  we  can,  I  think, 
conceive    of   space   as   being   two-   or    even    one-dimensional ;    we    can    imagine    rational 
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beings  living  in  a  one -dimensional  space  (a  line)  or  in  a  two-dimensional  space  (a 
surface),  and  conceiving  of  space  accordingly,  and  to  whom,  therefore,  a  two-dimensional 
space,  or  (as  the  case  may  be)  a  three-dimensional  space  would  be  as  inconceivable 
as  a  four-dimensional  space  is  to  us.  And  vety  curious  speculative  questions  arisa 
Suppose  the  one-dime usional  space  a  right  line,  and  that  it  afterwards  becomes  a 
curved  line :  would  there  be  any  indication  of  the  change  ?  Or,  if  originally  a  curved 
line,  would  there  be  anything  to  suggest  to  them  that  it  was  not  a  right  line? 
Probably  not,  for  a  one-dimensional  geometry  hardly  exists.  But  let  the  space  be 
two-dimensional,  and  imagine  it  originally  a  plane,  and  afterwards  bent  or  converted 
into  a  curved  surface  (converted,  that  is,  into  some  form  of  developable  surface) : 
or  imagine  it  originally  a  developable  or  curved  surface.  In  the  former  case  there 
should  be  an  indication  of  the  change,  for  the  geometry  originally  applicable  to  the 
space  of  their  experience  (our  own  Euclidian  geometry)  would  cease  to  be  applicable ; 
but  the  change  could  not  be  apprehended  by  them  as  a  bending  or  deformation  of 
the  plane,  for  this  would  imply  the  notion  of  a  three-dimensional  space  in  which 
this  bending  or  deformation  could  take  place.  In  the  latter  case  their  geometry 
would  be  that  appropriate  to  the  developable  or  curved  surface  which  is  their  space : 
viz.  this  would  be  their  Euclidian  geometry :  would  they  ever  have  arrived  at  our 
own  more  simple  system  ?  But  take  the  case  where  the  two-dimensional  space  is  a 
plane,  and  imagine  the  beings  of  such  a  space  familiar  with  our  own  Euclidian  plane 
geometry ;  if,  a  third  dimension  being  still  inconceivable  by  them,  they  were  by  their 
geometry  or  otherwise  led  to  the  notion  of  it,  there  would  be  nothing  to  prevent 
them  from   forming  a  science  such  as  our  own  science  of  three-dimensional  geometry. 

Evidently  all  the  foregoing  questions  present  themselves  in  regard  to  ourselves, 
and  to  three-dimensional  space  as  we  conceive  of  it,  and  as  the  physical  space  of 
our  experience.  And  I  need  hardly  say  that  the  first  step  is  the  difficulty,  and  that 
granting  a  fourth  dimension  we  may  assume  as  many  more  dimensions  as  we  please. 
But  whatever  answer  be  given  to  them,  we  have,  as  a  branch  of  mathematics, 
potentially,  if  not  actually,  an  analytical  geometry  of  ii- dimensional  space.  I  shall  have 
to   speak   again   upon   this. 

Coming  now  to  the  fundamental  notion  already  referred  to,  that  of  imaginary 
magnitude  in  analysis  and  imaginary  space  in  geometry :  I  connect  this  with  two 
great  discoveries  in  mathematics  made  in  the  first  half  of  the  seventeenth  century, 
Harriot's  representation  of  an  equation  in  the  form  /(x)  —  0,  and  the  consequent 
notion  of  the  roots  of  an  equation  as  derived  from  the  linear  factors  of  /(a:), 
(Harriot,  1560 — 1621:  his  Algebra,  published  after  his  death,  has  the  date  1631),  and 
Descartes'  method  of  coordinates,  as  given  in  the  Geam^trie,  forming  a  short  supplement 
to   his   Traite   de   la   AUtbode,   etc.,   (Leyden,   1637), 

Taking  the  coefficients  of  an  equation  to  be  real  magnitudes,  it  at  once  follows 
from  Harriot's  form  of  an  equation  that  an  equation  of  the  order  n  ought  to  have 
n  roots.  Bat  it  is  by  no  means  true  that  there  are  always  n  real  roots.  In  particular, 
an  equation  of  the  second  order,  or  quadrie  equation,  may  have  no  real  root;  but 
if    we   assume   the   existence   of  a   root   i   of  the   quadrie   equation   3^^-1-1  =  0,   then   the 
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other  root  is  =  —  i ;  and  it  is  easily  seeu  that  every  quadric  equation  (with  real 
coe£6,cients  as  before)  has  two  roots,  a  ±  bi,  where  a  and  6  are  real  magnitudes.  We 
are  thus  led  to  the  conception  of  an  imaginary  magnitude,  a  +  ld,  where  a  and  b  are 
real  magnitudes,  each  ausceptihle  of  any  positive  or  negative  value,  zero  included.  The 
general  theorem  is  that,  tailing  the  coefficients  of  the  equation  to  be  imaginary  magni- 
tudes, then  an  equation  of  the  order  n  has  always  n  roots,  each  of  them  an  imaginary 
magnitude,  and  it  thus  appears  that  the  foregoing  form  a  +  bi  of  imaginary  magnitude 
is  the  only  one  that  presents  itself.  Such  imaginary  magnitudes  may  he  added  or 
multiplied  together  or  dealt  with  in  any  manner;  the  result  is  always  a  like  imaginary 
magnitude.  They  are  thus  the  ma^tudes  which  are  considered  in  analysis,  and 
analysis  is  the  science  of  such  magnitudes.  Observe  the  leading  character  that  the 
imaginary  magnitude  a+bi  is  a  magnitude  composed  of  the  two  real  magnitudes  a  and 
b  (in  the  case  6  =  0  it  is  the  real  magnitude  a,  and  in  the  case  a  =  0  it  is  the  pure 
imaginary  magnitude  bi).  The  idea  is  that  of  considering,  in  place  of  real  magnitudes, 
these  imaginary  or  complex  magnitudes  a  +  bi. 

In  the  Cartesian  geometry  a  curve  is  determined  by  means  of  the  equation 
existing  between  the  coordinates  {x,  y)  of  any  point  thereof.  In  the  case  of  a  right 
line,  this  equation  is  linear ;  in  the  case  of  a  circle,  or  more  generally  of  a  conic,  the 
equation  is  of  the  second  order;  and  generally,  when  the  equation  is  of  the  order  ii, 
the  curve  which  it  represents  is  said  to  be  a  curve  of  the  order  n.  In  the  case  of 
two  given  curves,  there  are  thus  two  equations  satisfied  by  the  coordinates  {x,  y)  of  the 
several  points  of  intersection,  and  these  give  rise  to  an  equation  of  a  certain  order  for 
the  coordinate  ic  or  y  of  a  point  of  intersection.  In  the  case  of  a  straight  line  and  a 
circle,  this  is  a  quadric  equation ;  it  has  two  roots,  real  or  imaginary.  There  are  thus 
two  values,  say  of  x,  and  to  each  of  these  corresponds  a  single  value  of  y.  There  are 
therefore  two  points  of  intersection— viz.  a  straight  line  and  a  circle  intersect  always 
in  two  points,  real  or  imaginary.  It  is  in  this  way  that  we  are  led  analytically  to  the 
notion  of  imaginary  points  in  geometry.  The  conclusion  as  to  the  two  points  of 
intersection  cannot  be  contradicted  by  experience:  take  a  sheet  of  paper  and  draw 
on  it  the  straight  line  and  circle,  and  try.  But  you  might  say,  or  at  least  be  strongly 
tempted  to  say,  that  it  is  meaningless.  The  question  of  course  arises.  What  is  the 
meaning  of  an  imaginary  point  ?  and  further.  In  what  manner  can  the  notion  be 
arrived   at   geometrically  ? 

There  is  a  well-known  construction  in  perspective  for  drawing  lines  through  the 
intersection  of  two  lines,  which  are  so  nearly  parallel  as  not  to  meet  within  the  limits 
of  the  sheet  of  paper.  You  have  two  given  lines  which  do  not  meet,  and  you  draw 
a  third  line,  which,  when  the  lines  are  all  of  them  produced,  is  found  to  pass  through 
the  intersection  of  the  given  lines.  If  instead  of  lines  we  have  two  circular  arcs  not 
meeting  each  other,  then  we  can,  by  means  of  these  arcs,  construct  a  line ;  and  if 
on  completing  the  circles  it  is  found  that  the  circles  intersect  each  other  in  two  real 
points,  then  it  will  be  found  that  the  line  passes  through  these  two  points;  if  the 
circles  appear  not  to  intersect,  then  the  line  will  appear  not  to  intersect  either  of  the 
circles.  But  the  geometrical  construction  being  in  each  case  the  same,  we  say  that 
in  the   second   case   also   the   line   passes   through   the   two   intersections   of  the   circles. 
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Of  course  it  may  be  said  in  reply  that  the  conclusion  is  a  very  natural  one, 
provided  we  assume  the  existence  of  imaginary  points ;  and  that,  this  assumption  not 
being  made,  then,  if  the  circles  do  not  intersect,  it  is  meaningless  to  assert  that  the 
line  passes  through  their  points  of  intersection,  The  difficulty  is  not  got  over  by 
the  analytical  method  before  referred  to,  for  this  introduces  difficulties  of  its  own ;  is 
there  in  a  plane  a  point  the  coordinates  of  which  have  given  imaginary  values  ?  As 
a  matter  of  fact,  we  do  consider  in  plane  geometry  imaginary  points  introduced  into 
the  theory  analytically  or  geometrically  as  above. 

The  like  considerations  apply  to  solid  geometry,  and  we  thus  arrive  at  the  notion 
of  imaginary   space   as   a   locus  in   quo   of  imaginary   points   and   figures. 

I  have  used  the.  word  imaginary  rather  than  complex,  and  I  repeat  that  the 
word  has  been  used  as  including  real.  But,  this  once  understood,  the  word  becomes 
in  many  cases  superfluous,  and  the  use  of  it  would  even  be  misleading.  Thus,  "  a 
problem  has  so  many  solutions":  this  means,  so  many  imaginary  (including  real) 
solutions.  But  if  it  were  said  that  the  problem  had  "  so  many  imaginary  solutions," 
the  word  "imaginary"  would  here  be  understood  to  be  used  in  opposition  to  real.  I 
give  this  explanation  the  better  to  point  out  how  wide  the  application  of  the  notion 
of  the  imaginary  is — viz.  (unless  expressly  or  by  implication  excluded),  it  is  a  notion 
implied  and  presupposed  in  all  the  conclusions  of  modem  analysis  and  geometry.  It 
is,  as  I  have  said,  the  fundamental  notion  underlying  and  pervading  the  whole  of 
these   branches   of  mathematical   science. 

I  shall  speak  later  on  of  the  great  extension  which  is  thereby  given  to  geometry, 
but  I  wish  now  to  consider  the  effect  as  regards  the  theory  of  a  function.  In  the 
original  point  of  view,  and  for  the  original  purposes,  a  function,  algebraic  or  transcen- 
dental, such  as  ViC,  sinic,  or  log  a;,  was  considered  as  known,  when  the  value  was  known 
for  every  real  value  (positive  or  negative)  of  the  argument ;  or  if  for  any  such  values 
the  value  of  the  function  became  imaginary,  then  it  was  enough  to  know  that  for 
such  values  of  the  argument  there  was  no  real  value  of  the  function.  But  now  this 
is  not  enough,  and  to  know  the  function  means  to  know  its  value — of  course,  in 
general,  an  imaginary  value  X  +  iY, — for  every  imaginary  value  «  +  iy  whatever  of  the 
argument. 

And  this  leads  naturally  to  the  question  of  the  geometrical  representation  of  an 
imaginary  variable.  We  represent  the  imaginary  variable  x  +  ty  by  means  of  a  point 
in  a  plane,  the  coordinates  of  which  are  {x,  y).  This  idea,  due  to  Gauss,  dates  from 
about  the  year  1831.  We  thus  picture  to  ourselves  the  succession  of  values  of  the 
imaginary  variable  x  +  iy  by  means  of  the  motion  of  the  representative  point:  for 
instance,  the  succession  of  values  corresponding  to  the  motion  of  the  point  along  a 
closed  curve  to  its  original  position.  The  value  X  +  iY  of  the  function  can  of  course 
be  represented  by  means  of  a  point  (taken  for  greater  convenience  in  a  different 
plane),   the   coordinates   of  which   are   X,    Y. 

We  may  consider  in  general  two  points,  moving  each  in  its  own  plane,  so  that 
the   position   of  one   of   them   determines   the   position   of  the    other,   and    consequently 
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the  motion  of  the  one  determines  the  motion  of  the  other:  for  instance,  the  two  points 
may  be  the  tracing-point  and  the  pencil  of  a  pentagraph.  You  may  ivith  the  first 
point  draw  any  figure  you  please,  there  will  be  a  corresponding  figure  drawn  by  the 
second  point:  for  a  good  pentagraph,  a  copy  on  a  different  scale  {it  may  be);  for  a 
badly-adjusted  pentagraph,  a  distorted  copy:  but  the  one  figure  will  always  be  a  sort 
of  copy  of  the  first,  so  that  to  each  point  of  the  one  figure  there  will  correspond  a 
point   of  the   other  figure. 

In  the  case  above  referred  to,  where  one  point  represents  the  value  (c+iy  of  the 
imaginary  variable  and  the  other  the  value  X  ^iY  oi  some  function  <j>(x  +  iy)  of  that 
variable,  there  is  a  remarkable  relation  between  the  two  figures :  this  is  the  relation  of 
orthomorphie  projection,  the  same  which  presents  itself  between  a  portion  of  the  earth's 
surface,  and  the  representation  thereof  by  a  map  on  the  stereographic  projection  or  on 
Mercator's  projection— viz.  any  indefinitely  small  area  of  the  one  figure  is  represented  in 
the  other  figure  by  an  indefinitely  smali  area  of  the  same  shape.  There  will  possibly  be 
for  different  parts  of  the  figure  great  variations  of  scale,  but  the  shape  will  be  unaltered; 
if  for  the  one  area  the  boundary  is  a  circle,  then  for  the  other  area  the  boundary  will 
be  a  circle;  if  for  one  it  is  an  equilateral  triangle,  then  for  the  other  it  will  be  an 
equilateral   triangle. 

I  have  for  simplicity  assumed  that  to  each  point  of  either  figure  there  corresponds 
one,  and  only  one,  point  of  the  other  figure ;  but  the  general  case  is  that  to  each  point 
of  either  figure  there  corresponds  a  determinate  number  of  points  in  the  other  figure ; 
and  we  have  thence  arising  new  and  very  complicated  relations  which  I  must  just  refer 
to.  Suppose  that  to  each  point  of  the  first  figure  there  correspond  in  the  second  figure 
two  points :  say  one  of  them  is  a  red  point,  the  other  a  blue  point ;  so  that,  speaking 
roughly,  the  second  figure  consists  of  two  copies  of  the  first  figure,  a  red  copy  and  a 
blue  copy,  the  one  superimposed  on  the  other.  But  the  difficulty  is  that  the  two  copies 
cannot  be  kept  distinct  from  each  other.  If  we  consider  in  the  first  figure  a  closed 
curve  of  any  kind — say,  for  shortness,  an  oval — this  will  be  in  the  second  figure 
represented  in  some  cases  by  a  red  oval  and  a  blue  oval,  but  in  other  cases  by  an  oval 
half  red  and  half  blue ;  or,  what  comes  to  the  same  thing,  if  in  the  first  figure  we 
consider  a  point  which  moves  continuously  in  any  manner,  at  last  returning  to  its 
original  position,  and  attempt  to  follow  the  corresponding  points  in  the  second  figure, 
then  it  may  very  well  happen  that,  for  the  corresponding  point  of  cither  colour,  there 
will  be  abrupt  changes  of  position,  or  say  jumps,  from  one  position  to  another;  so 
that,  to  obtain  in  the  second  figure  a  continuous  path,  we  must  at  intervals  allow 
the  point  to  change  from  red  to  blue,  or  from  blue  to  red.  There  are  in  the  first 
figure  certain  critical  points  called  branch-points  {Verzweigungspunkie),  and  a  system 
of  lines  connecting  these,  by  means  of  which  the  colours  in  the  second  figure  are 
determined ;  but  it  is  not  possible  for  me  to  go  further  into  the  theory  at  present. 
The  notion  of  colour  has  of  course  been  introduced  only  for  facility  of  expression ;  it 
may  be  proper  to  add  that  in  speaking  of  the  two  figures  I  have  been  following  Briot 
and  Bouquet  rather  than  Riemann,  whose  representation  of  the  function  of  an 
imaginary   variable   is   a  different   one. 

I  have  been  speaking  of  an  imaginaiy  variable  (x  +  iy),  and  of  a  function 
if>  (x  +  iyy^X  +  iY   of   that   variable,   but   the    theory    may    equally    well    be    stated    in 
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regard  to  a  plane  curve:  in  fact,  the  x+iy  and  the  X-^iY  are  two  imaginary 
variables  connected  by  an  equation ;  say  their  values  are  w  and  v,  connected  by  an 
equation  F {u,  v)=0;  then,  regarding  u,  v  as  the  coordinates  of  a  point  in  piano,  this 
will  be  a  point  on  the  curve  represented  by  the  equation.  The  curve,  in  the  widest 
sense  of  the  expression,  is  the  whole  series  of  points,  real  or  imagioary,  the  coordinates 
of  which  satisfy  the  equation,  and  these  are  exhibited  by  the  foregoing  corresponding 
figures  in  two  planes;  but  in  the  ordinary  sense  the  curve  is  the  aeries  of  real  points, 
with  coordinates  u,  v,  which  satisfy  the  equation. 

In  geometry  it  is  the  curve,  whether  deiined  by  means  of  its  equation,  or  in  any 
other  manner,  which  is  the  subject  for  contemplation  and  study.  But  we  also  use  the 
curve  as  a  representation  of  its  equation — that  is,  of  the  relation  existing  between  two 
magnitudes  x,  y,  which  are  taken  as  the  coordinates  of  a  point  on  the  curve.  Such 
employment  of  a  curve  for  all  sorts  of  purposes — the  fluctuations  of  the  barometer,  the 
Cambridge  boat  races,  or  the  Funds — is  familiar  to  most  of  you.  It  is  in  like  manner 
convenient  in  analysis,  for  exhibiting  the  relations  between  any  three  magnitudes  x,  y,  z, 
to  regard  them  as  the  coordinates  of  a  point  in  space ;  and,  on  the  like  ground,  we 
should  at  least  wish  to  regard  any  four  or  more  magnitudes  as  the  coordinates  of  a 
point  in  space  of  a  corresponding  number  of  dimensions.  Starting  with  the  hypothesis 
of  such  a  space,  and  of  points  therein  each  determined  by  means  of  its  coordinates,  it  is 
found  possible  to  establish  a  system  of  n-dimensional  geometry  analogous  in  every  respect 
to  our  two-  and  three-dimensional  geometries,  and  to  a  very  considerable  extent  serving 
to  exhibit  the  relations  of  the  variables.  To  quote  from  my  hiemoir  "  On  Abstract 
Geometry"  (1869),  [413]:  "The  science  presents  itself  in  two  ways:  as  a  legitimate 
extension  of  the  ordinary  two-  and  three-dimensional  geometries,  and  as  a  need  in  these 
geometries  and  in  analysis  generally.  In  fact,  whenever  we  are  concerned  with  quantities 
connected  in  any  manner,  and  which  are  considered  as  variable  or  determinable,  then  the 
nature  of  the  connexion  between  the  quantities  is  frequently  rendered  more  intelligible  by 
regarding  them  (if  two  or  three  in  number)  as  the  coordinates  of  a  point  in  a  plane  or 
in  space.  For  more  than  three  quantities  there  is,  from  the  greater  complexity  of  the 
case,  the  greater  need  of  such  a  representation ;  but  this  can  only  be  obtained  by  means 
of  the  notion  of  a  space  of  the  proper  dimensionality ;  and  to  use  such  representation  we 
require  a  corresponding  geometry.  An  important  instance  in  plane  geometry  has  already 
presented  itself  in  the  question  of  the  number  of  curves  which  satisfy  given  conditions ; 
the  conditions  imply  relations  between  the  coefficients  in  the  equation  of  the  curve ;  and 
for  the  better  understanding  of  these  relations  it  was  expedient  to  consider  the  coefficients 
as  the  coordinates  of  a  point  in  a  space  of  the  proper  dimensionality." 

It  is  to  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  space,  whatever  its  dimensionality  may  be,  must 
always  be  regarded  as  an  imaginary  or  complex  space  such  as  the  two-  or  three-dimen- 
sional apace  of  ordinary  geometry ;  the  advantages  of  the  representation  would  otherwise 
altogether  fail  to  be  obtained. 

I  have  spoken  throughout  of  Cartesian  coordinates;  instead  of  these,  it  is  in  plane 
geometry  not  unusual  to  employ  trilinear  coordinates,  and  these  may  be  regarded  as 
absolutely  undetermined  in  their  magnitude — viz.  we  may  take  x,  y,  z  to  be,  not  equal, 
C.  XI.  56 
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but  only  proportional  to  the  distances  of  a  point  from  three  given  lines ;  the  ratios  of 
the  coordinates  {x,  y,  z)  determine  the  point ;  and  so  in  one- dimensional  geometry,  we 
may  have  a  point  determined  by  the  ratio  of  its  two  coordinates  a;,  y,  these  coordinates 
being  proportional  to  the  distances  of  the  point  from  two  iixed  points ;  and  generally  in 
n-dimensional  geometry  a  pouit  will  be  determined  by  the  ratios  of  the  (w  + 1)  coordinates 
(;c,  y,  s,  ...).  The  corresponding  analytical  change  is  in  the  expression  of  the  original 
magnitudes  as  fractions  with  a  common  denominator ;  we  thus,  in  place  of  rational  and 
integral  non-homogeneous  functions  of  the  original  variables,  introduce  rational  and 
integral  homogeneous  functions  (quantics)  of  the  next  succeeding  number  of  variables — 
viz.  we  have  binary  quantics  corresponding  to  one-dimensional  geometry,  ternary  to  two- 
dimensional  geometry,  and  so  on. 

It  is  a  digression,  but  I  wish  to  speak  of  the  representation  of  points  or  figures  in 
space  upon  a  plane.  In  perspective,  we  represent  a  point  in  space  by  means  of  the 
intersection  with  the  plane  of  the  pictui-e  (suppose  a  pane  of  glass)  of  the  line  drawn 
from  the  point  to  the  eye,  and  doing  this  for  each  point  of  the  object  we  obtain  a 
representation  or  picture  of  the  object.  But  such  representation  is  an  imperfect  one,  as 
not  determining  the  object :  we  cannot  by  means  of  the  picture  alone  find  out  the  form 
of  the  object;  in  fact,  for  a  given  point  of  the  picture  the  corresponding  point  of  the 
object  is  not  a  determinate  point,  but  it  is  a  point  anjAvhere  in  the  bne  joining  the  eye 
with  the  point  of  the  picture.  To  determine  the  object  we  need  two  pictures,  such  as 
we  have  in  a  plan  and  elevation,  or,  what  is  the  same  thing,  in  a  representation  on  the 
system  of  Monge's  descriptive  geometry.  But  it  is  theoretically  more  simple  to  consider 
two  projections  on  the  same  plane,  with  difterent  positions  of  the  eye;  the  point  in  space 
is  here  represented  on  the  plane  by  means  of  two  points  which  are  such  that  the  line 
joining  them  passes  through  a  fixed  point  of  the  plane  (this  point  is  in  fact  the 
intersection  with  the  plane  of  the  picture  of  the  line  joining  the  two  positions  of  the 
eye) ;  the  figure  in  space  is  thus  represented  on  the  plane  by  two  figures,  which  are 
such  that  the  lines  joining  coiTesponding  points  of  the  two  figures  pass  always  through 
the  fixed  point.  And  such  two  figures  completely  replace  the  figure  in  space ;  we  can  by 
means  of  them  perform  on  the  plane  any  constructions  which  could  be  performed  on  the 
figure  in  space,  and  employ  them  in  the  demonstration  of  properties  relating  to  such 
figure.  A  curious  extension  has  recently  been  made :  two  figures  in  space  such  that  the 
lines  joining  corresponding  points  pass  through  a  fixed  point  have  been  regarded  by  the 
Itahan  geometer  Veronese  as  representations  of  a  figure  in  four-dimensional  space,  and 
have  been  used  for  the  demonstration  of  properties  of  such  figure. 

I  referred  to  the  connexion  of  Mathematics  with  the  notions  of  space  and  time,  but 
I  have  hardly  spoken  of  time.  It  is,  I  believe,  usually  considered  that  the  notion  of 
number  is  derived  from  that  of  time ;  thus  Whewell  in  the  work  referred  to,  p.  xx,  says 
number  is  a  modification  of  the  conception  of  repetition,  which  belongs  to  that  of  tims. 
I  cannot  recognise  that  this  is  so:  it  seems  to  me  that  we  have  (independently,  I 
should  say,  of  space  or  time,  and  in  any  case  not  more  depending  on  time  than  on  space) 
the  notion  of  plurality ;  we  think  of,  say,  the  letters  a,  h,  c,  &c.,  and  thence   in   the   case 
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of  a  finite  set — for  instance  a,  h,  c,  d,  e — we  arrive  at  the  notion  of  number ;  coordinating 
them  one  by  one  with  any  other  set  of  things,  or,  suppose,  with  the  words  first,  second, 
&c.,  we  find  that  the  last  of  them  goes  with  the  word  fifth,  and  we  say  that  the  number 
of  things  is  =  five :  the  notion  of  cardinal  number  would  thus  appear  to  be  derived  from 
that  of  ordinal  number. 

Questions  of  combination  and  an'angement  present  themselves,  and  it  might  be 
possible  from  the  mere  notion  of  plurality  to  develope  a  branch  of  mathematical 
science;  this,  however,  would  apparently  be  of  a  very  limited  extent,  and  it  is  difficnlt 
not  to  introduce  into  it  the  notion  of  number;  in  fact,  in  the  case  of  a  finite  set  of 
things,  to  avoid  asking  the  question,  How  many  ?  If  we  do  this,  we  have  a  large 
enough   subject,   including   the   partition   of  numbers,   which   Sylvester   has   called  Tactic. 

From  the  notion  thus  arrived  at  of  an  integer  number,  we  pass  to  that  of  a 
fractional  number,  and  we  see  how  by  means  of  these  the  ratio  of  any  two  concrete 
magnitudes  of  the  same  kind  can  be  expre^od,  not  with  absolute  accuracy,  but  with 
any  degree  of  accuracy  we  please :  for  instance,  a  length  is  so  many  feet,  tenths  of  a 
foot,  hundredths,  thousandths,  &c ;  subdivide  as  you  please,  non  constat  that  the  length 
can  be  expre^ed  accurately,  we  have  in  fact  incoramensurables ;  as  to  the  part  which 
these  play  in  the  Theory  of  Numbers,  I  shall  have  to  speak  presently :  for  the  moment 
I  am  only  concerned  with  them  in  so  far  as  they  show  that  we  cannot  from  the  notion 
of  number  pass  to  that  which  is  required  in  analysis,  the  notion  of  an  abstract  (real  and 
positive)  magnitude  susceptible  of  continuous  variation.  The  difficulty  is  got  over  by  a 
Postulate,  We  consider  an  abstract  (real  and  positive)  magnitude,  and  regard  it  as 
susceptible  of  continuous  variation,  without  in  anywise  concerning  ourselves  about  the 
actual   expression   of  the   magnitude   by   a   numerical    fraction   or   otherwise. 

There  is  an  interesting  paper  by  Sir  "W.  U.  Hamilton,  "Theory  of  Conjugate 
Functions,  or  Algebraical  Couples :  with  a  preliminaiy  and  elementary  Essay  on  Algebra 
as  the  Science  of  Pure  Time,"  1833—35  (Trans.  R.  I.  Acad.  t.  xvii.),  in  which,  as 
appears  by  the  title,  he  purposes  to  show  that  algebra  is  the  science  of  pure  time. 
He  states  there,  in  the  General  Introductory  Remarks,  his  conclusions :  first,  that  the 
notion  of  time  is  connected  with  existing  algebra;  second,  that  this  notion  or  intuition 
of  time  may  be  unfolded  into  an  independent  pure  science ;  and,  third,  that  the  science 
of  pure  time  thus  unfolded  is  coextensive  and  identical  with  algebra,  so  far  as  algebra 
itself  is  a  science ;  and  to  sustain  his  first  conclusion  he  remarks  that  "  the  history 
of  algebraic  science  shows  that  the  most  remarkable  discoveries  in  it  have  been  made 
either  expressly  through  the  notion  of  time,  or  through  the  closely  connected  (and  in 
some  sort  coincident)  notion  of  continuous  progression.  It  is  the  genius  of  algebra  to 
consider  what  it  reasons  upon  as  flowing,  as  it  was  the  genius  of  geometry  to  consider 
what  it  reasoned  on  as  flaied.  .  .  .  And  generally  the  revolution  which  Newton  made  in 
the  higher  parts  of  both  pure  and  applied  algebra  was  founded  mainly  on  the  notion  of 
fluxion,  which  involves  the  notion  of  time."  Hamilton  uses  the  term  algebra  in  a  very 
wide  sense,  but  whatever  else  he  includes  under  it,  he  includes  all  that  in  contra- 
distinction to  the  Differential  Calculus  would  be  called  algebra.  Using  the  word  in  this 
restricted  sense,  I  cannot  myself  recognise  the  connexion  of  algebra  with  the  notion  of 
time :    granting   that    the   notion    of    continuous    progression   presents    itself,   and    is    of 

56—2 


Hosted  by 


Google 


444  PRESIDENTIAL   ADDRESS    TO    THE  [784 

importance,  I  do  not  see  that  it  is  in  anywise  the  fundamental  notion  of  the  science. 
And  still  less  caa  I  appreciate  the  manner  in  which  the  author  connects  with  the 
notion  of  time  his  algebraical  couple,  or  imaginary  magnitude  a  +  bi  (a  +  b  -^  ~1,  as 
-written  in  the  memoir). 

I  would  go  further:  the  notion  of  continuous  variation  is  a  very  fundamental  one, 
made  a  foundation  in  the  Calculus  of  Fluxions  (if  not  always  so  in  the  Differential 
Calculus)  and  presenting  itself  or  implied  throughout  in  mathematics :  and  it  may  be 
said  that  a  change  of  any  kind  takes  place  only  in  time ;  it  seems  to  me,  however,  that 
the  changes  which  we  consider  in  mathematics  are  for  the  most  part  considered  quite 
irrespectively  of  time. 

It  appears  to  me  that  we  do  not  have  in  Mathematics  the  notion  of  time  until 
we  bring  it  there:  and  that  even  in  kinematics  (the  science  of  motion)  we  have  very 
little  to  do  with  it ;  the  motion  is  a  hypothetical  one ;  if  the  system  be  regarded  as 
actually  moving,  the  rate  of  motion  is  altogether  undetermined  and  immaterial.  The 
relative  rates  of  motion  of  the  different  points  of  the  system  are  nothing  else  than  the 
ratios  of  purely  geometrical  quantities,  the  indefinitely  short  distances  simultaneously 
described,  or  which  might  be  simultaneously  described,  by  these  points  respectively. 
But  whether  the  notion  of  time  does  or  does  not  sooner  enter  into  mathematics,  we  at 
any  rate  have  the  notion  in  Mechanics,  and  along  with  it  several  other  new  notions. 

Regarding  Mechanics  as  divided  into  Statics  and  Dynamics,  we  have  in  dynamics 
the  notion  of  time,  and  in  connexion  with  it  that  of  velocity:  we  have  in  statics  and 
dynamics  the  notion  of  force ;  and  also  a  notion  which  in  its  most  general  form  I 
would  call  that  of  corpus :  viz.  this  may  be,  the  material  point  or  particle,  the  flexible 
inextensible  string  or  surface,  or  the  rigid  body,  of  ordinary  mechanics ;  the  incompressible 
perfect  fluid  of  hydrostatics  and  hydrodynamics ;  the  ether  of  any  undulatory  theory ;  or 
any  other  imaginable  corpus ;  for  instance,  one  really  deserving  of  consideration  in  any 
general  treatise  of  mechanics  is  a  developable  or  skew  surface  with  absolutely  rigid 
generating  lines,  but  which  can  be  bent  about  these  generating  lines,  so  that  the  element 
of  surface  between  two  consecutive  lines  rotates  as  a  whole  about  one  of  them.  We  have 
besides,  in  dynamics  necessarily,  the  notion  of  mass  or  inertia 

We  seem  to  be  thus  passing  out  of  pure  mathematics  into  physical  science ;  but  it 
is  difiicult  to  draw  the  line  of  separation,  or  to  say  of  large  portions  of  the  Principia, 
and  the  Mecanique  c4leste,  or  of  the  whole  of  the  Mdcanique  analytique,  that  they  are 
not  pure  mathematics.  It  may  be  contended  that  we  first  come  to  physics  when  we 
attempt  to  make  out  the  character  of  the  corpus  as  it  exists  in  nature,  I  do  not  at 
present  speak  of  any  physical  theories  which  cannot  be  brought  under  the  foregoing 
conception  of  mechanics. 

I  must  return  to  the  Theory  of  Numbers ;  the  fundamental  idea  is  here  integer 
number:  in  the  first  instance  positive  integer  number,  but  which  may  be  extended  to 
include  negative  integer  number  and  zero.  We  have  the  notion  of  a  product,  and  that 
of  a  prime  number,  which  is  not  a  product  of  other  numbers ;  and  thence  also  that  of  a 
number   as   the   product   of  a  determinate   system   of  prime   factors.     We   have   here   the 
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elements  of  a  theory  in  many  respects  analogous  to  algebra:  an  equation  is  to  be 
solved— that  is,  we  have  to  find  the  integer  values  (if  any)  which  satisfy  the  equation ; 
and  so  in  other  cases :  the  congruence  notation,  although  of  the  very  highest  importance, 
does  not  affect  the  character  of  the  theory. 

But  as  already  noticed  we  have  incommensu rabies,  and  the  consideration  of  these 
gives  rise  to  a  new  universe  of  theory.  We  may  take  into  consideration  any  surd 
number  such  as  V2,  and  so  consider  numbers  of  the  form  a4-6v2.  {a  and  h  any  positive 
or  negative  integer  numbers  not  excluding  zero) ;  calling  these  integer  numbers,  every 
problem  which  before  presented  itself  in  regard  to  integer  numbers  in  the  original  and 
ordinary  sense  of  the  word  presents  itself  equally  in  regard  to  integer  numbers  in  this 
new  sense  of  the  word ;  of  course  all  definitions  must  be  altered  accordingly :  an  ordinary 
integer,  which  is  in  the  ordinary  sense  of  the  word  a  prime  number,  may  very  well  be 
the  product  of  two  integers  of  the  form  a+6V2,  and  consequently  not  a  prime  number 
in  the  new  sense  of  the  word.  Among  the  incommensurables  which  can  be  thus 
introduced  into  the  Theory  of  Numbers  (and  which  was  in  fact  first  so  introduced)  we 
have  the  imaginary  i  of  ordinary  analysis :  viz.  we  may  consider  numbers  a-Vhi  (a  and  b 
ordinary  positive  or  negative  integers,  not  excluding  zero),  and,  calling  these  integer 
numbers,  establish  in  regard  to  them  a  theory  analogous  to  that  which  exists  for 
ordinary  real  integers.  The  point  which  I  wish  to  bring  out  is  that  the  imaginary  i 
does  not  in  the  Theory  of  Numbers  occupy  a  unique  position,  such  as  it  does  in  analysis 
and  geometry ;  it  is  in  the  Theory  of  Numbers  one  out  of  an  indefinite  multitude  of 
incom  mensurab  les. 

I  said  that  I  would  speak  to  you,  not  of  the  utility  of  mathematics  in  any  of 
the  questions  of  common  life  or  of  physical  science,  but  rather  of  the  obligations  of 
mathematics  to  these  different  subjects.  The  consideration  which  thus  presents  itself  is 
in  a  great  measure  that  of  the  history  of  the  development  of  the  difterent  branches 
of  mathematical  science  in  connexion  with  the  older  physical  sciences.  Astronomy  and 
Mechanics:  the  mathematical  theory  is  in  the  first  instance  suggested  by  some  question 
of  common  life  or  of  physical  science,  is  pursued  and  studied  quite  independently  thereof, 
and  perhaps  after  a  long  interval  comes  in  contact  with  it,  or  with  quite  a  diSerent 
question.  Geometry  and  algebra  must,  I  think,  be  considered  as  each  of  them  originating 
in  connexion  with  objects  or  questions  of  common  life — geometry,  notwithstanding  its 
name,  hardly  in  the  measurement  of  land,  but  rather  from  the  contemplation  of  such 
forms  as  the  straight  line,  the  circle,  the  ball,  the  top  (or  sugar-loaf) ;  the  Greek 
geometers  appropriated  for  the  geometrical  forms  corresponding  to  the  last  two  of  these, 
the  words  (r^atpa  and  kiopo^,  our  sphere  and  cone,  and  they  extended  the  word  cone 
to  mean  the  complete  figure  obtained  by  producing  the  straight  lines  of  the  surface 
both  ways  indefinitely.  And  so  algebra  would  seem  to  have  arisen  from  the  sort  of  easy 
puzzles  in  regard  to  numbers  which  may  be  made,  either  in  the  picturesque  forms  of 
the  Bija-Ganita  with  its  maiden  with  the  beautiful  locks,  and  its  swarms  of  bees  amid 
the  fragrant  blossoms,  and  the  one  queen-bee  left  humming  around  the  lotus  flower; 
or  in  the  more  prosaic  form  in  which  a  student  has  presented  to  him  in  a  modern 
text-book  a  problem  leading  to  a  simple  equation. 
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The  Greek  geometry  may  be  regarded  as  begiriDiiig  with  Plato  (b.c.  430 — 34i7) : 
the  notions  of  geometrical  analysis,  loci,  and  the  conic  sections  are  attributed  to  him, 
and  there  are  in  his  Dialogues  many  very  interesting  allusions  to  mathematical 
questions :  in  particular  the  passage  in  the  TkecBtetus,  where  he  affirms  the  incommen- 
surability of  the  sides  of  certain  squares.  But  the  earliest  extant  writings  are  those 
of  Euclid  (b.c.  2S5) :  there  is  hardly  anything  in  mathematics  more  beautiful  than 
his  wondrous  fifth  book;  and  he  has  also  in  the  seventh,  eighth,  ninth  and  tenth 
books  fully  and  ably  developed  the  first  principles  of  the  Theory  of  Numbers,  including 
the  theory  of  incomraensurahles.  We  have  next  Apollonius  (about  B.C.  247),  and 
Archimedes  (b.c.  287 — 212),  both  geometers  of  the  highest  merit,  and  the  latter  of 
them  the  founder  of  the  science  of  statics  (including-  therein  hydrostatics) :  his  dictum 
about  the  lever,  his  "Elipi)iea,"  and  the  story  of  the  defence  of  Syracuse,  are  well 
known.  Following  these  we  have  a  worthy  series  of  names,  including  the  astronomere 
Hipparchus  (B.C.  150)  and  Ptolemy  (a.d.  125),  and  ending,  say,  with  Pappus  (a.d.  400), 
but  continued  by  their  Arabian  commentators,  and  the  Italian  and  other 
geometers   of  the   sixteenth   century   and   later,   who   pursued   the   Greek   geometry. 

The  Greek  arithmetic  was,  from  the  want  of  a  proper  notation,  singularly 
cumbrous  and  difficult ;  and  it  was  for  astronomical  purposes  superseded  by  the 
sexagesimal  arithmetic,  attributed  to  Ptolemy,  but  probably  known  before  his  time. 
The  use  of  the  pi-esent  so-called  Arabic  figures  became  general  among  Arabian 
writers  on  arithmetic  and  astronomy  about  the  middle  of  the  tenth  century,  but  was 
not  introduced  into  Europe  until  about  two  centuries  later.  Algebra  among  the  Greeks 
is  represented  almost  exclusively  by  the  treatise  of  Diophantus  (a.d.  150),  in  fact  a 
work  on  the  Theory  of  Numbers  containing  questions  relating  to  square  and  cube 
numbers,  and  other  properties  of  numbers,  with  their  solutions ;  this  has  no  historical 
connexion  with  the  later  algebra,  introduced  into  Italy  from  the  East  by  Leonard i 
Bonacci  of  Pisa  (a.d.  1202 — 1208)  and  successfully  cultivated  in  the  fifteenth  and 
sixteenth  centuries  by  Lucas  Paciolus,  or  de  Burgo,  Tartaglia,  Cardan,  and  Ferrari. 
Later  on,  we  have   Vieta  (1540—1603),  Harriot,  already   referred   to,   Wallis,  and   others. 

Astronomy  is  of  course  intimately  connected  with  geometry;  the  most  simple  facts 
of  observation  of  the  heavenly  bodies  can  only  be  stated  in  geometrical  language ;  for 
instance,  that  the  stars  describe  circles  about  the  pole-star,  or  that  the  different 
positions  of  the  sun  among  the  fixed  stars  in  the  course  of  the  year  form  a  circle. 
For  astronomical  calculations  it  was  found  necessary  to  determine  the  arc  of  a  circle 
by  means  of  its  chord :  the  notion  is  as  old  as  Hipparchus,  a  work  of  whom  is  referred 
to  as  consisting  of  twelve  books  on  the  chords  of  circular  arcs ;  we  have  (a.d.  125) 
Ptolemy's  Almagest,  the  first  book  of  which  contains  a  table  of  arcs  and  chords  with 
the  method  of  construction;  and  among  other  theorems  on  the  subject  he  gives  there 
the  theorem  afterwards  inserted  in  Euclid  (Book  VI.  Prop.  D)  relating  to  the  rectangle 
contained  by  the  diagonals  of  a  quadrilateral  inscribed  in  a  circle.  The  Arabians  made 
the  improvement  of  using  in  place  of  the  chord  of  an  arc  the  sine,  or  half  chord,  of 
double  the  arc ;  and  so  brought  the  theory  into  the  form  in  which  it  is  used  in  modem 
trigonometry :  the  before -mentioned  theorem  of  Ptolemy,  or  rather  a  particular  case  of 
it,   translated   into   the  notation   of  sines,   gives   the   expression   for   the   sine  of  the  sum 
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of  two  ares  in  terms  of  the  sines  and  cosines  of  the  component  arcs ;  and  it  ia  thus 
the  fiindamenta!  theorem  on  the  subject.  We  have  in  the  fifteenth  and  sixteenth 
centuries  a  series  of  mathematicians  who  with  wonderful  enthusiasm  and  perseverance 
calculated  tables  of  the  trigonometrical  or  circular  fiinctions,  Purbach,  Miiller  or 
Kegiomontanus,  Copernicus,  Reinhold,  Maurolycus,  Vieta,  and  many  others ;  the 
tabulations  of  the  functions  tangent  and  secant  are  due  to  Reinhold  and  Maurolycus 
respectively. 

Logarithms  were  invented,  not  exclusively  with  reference  to  the  calculation  of 
trigonometrical  tables,  but  in  order  to  facilitate  numerical  calculations  generally ;  the 
invention  is  due  to  John  Napier  of  Merchiaton,  who  died  in  1618  at  67  years  of  age; 
the  notion  was  based  upon  refined  mathematical  reasoning  on  the  comparison  of  the 
spaces  described  by  two  points,  the  one  moving  with  a  uniform  velocity,  the  other  with 
a  velocity  varying  according  to  a  given  law.  It  is  to  be  observed  that  Napier's 
logarithms  were  nearly  but  not  exactly  those  which  are  now  called  (sometimes  Napierian, 
but  more  usually)  hyperbolic  logarithms — those  to  the  base  e;  and  that  the  change  to 
the  base  10  (the  great  step  by  which  the  invention  was  perfected  for  the  object  in  view) 
was  indicated  by  Napier  but  actually  made  by  Henry  Briggs,  afterwards  Savilian 
Professor  at  Oxford  (d.  1630),  But  it  is  the  hyperbolic  logarithm  which  is  mathematically 
important.  The  direct  function  a"  or  exp.  x,  which  has  for  its  inverse  the  hyperbolic 
logarithm,  presented  itself,  but  not  in  a  prominent  way.  Tables  were  calculated  of  the 
logarithms  of  numbers,  and  of  those  of  the  trigonometrical  functions. 

The  circular  functions  and  the  logarithm  were  thus  invented  each  for  a  practical 
purpose,  separately  and  without  any  proper  connexion  with  each  other.  The  functions 
are  connected  through  the  theory  of  imaginaries  and  form  together  a  group  of  the  utmost 
importance  throughout  mathematics :  but  this  is  mathematical  theory ;  the  obligation 
of  mathematics   is   for   the   discovery   of  the   functions. 

Forms  of  spirals  presented  themselves  in  Greek  architecture,  and  the  curves  were 
considered  mathematically  by  Archimedes;  the  Greek  geometers  invented  some  other 
curves,  more  or  less  interesting,  but  recondite  enough  in  their  origin.  A  curve  which 
might  have  presented  itself  to  anybody,  that  described  by  a  point  in  the  circumference 
of  a  rolling  carriage-wheel,  was  first  noticed  by  Mersenne  in  1615,  and  is  the  curve 
afterwards  considered  by  Roberval,  Pascal,  and  others  under  the  name  of  the  Roulette, 
otherwise  the  Cycloid.  Pascal  (1623 — 1662)  wrote  at  the  age  of  seventeen  his  Essais 
pour  les  Goniques  in  seven  short  pages,  full  of  new  views  on  these  curves,  and  in 
which   he   gives,   in   a  paragraph   of  eight   lines,   his   theorem   of  the   inscribed  hexagon. 

Kepler  (1571—1630)  by  his  empirical  determination  of  the  laws  of  planetary- 
motion,  brought  into  connexion  with  astronomy  one  of  the  forms  of  conic,  the  ellipse, 
and  established  a  foundation  for  the  theory  of  gravitation.  Contemporary  with  him  for 
most  of  his  life,  we  have  Galileo  (1564 — 1642),  the  founder  of  the  science  of  dynamics; 
and  closely  following  upon  Galileo  we  have  Isaac  Newton  (1643 — 1727) :  the  Pkilosophim 
vujiuralis  Principia   Maihematica   known   as   the   Principia   was   first   published   in   16S7. 

The  physical,  statical,  or  dynamical  questions  which  presented  themselves  before 
the  publication   of  the   Principia   were   of  no   particular   mathematical   difhculty,   but   it 
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is  quite  otherwise  with  the  crowd  of  interesting  questions  arising  out  of  the  theory 
of  gravitation,  and  which,  in  becoming  the  subject  of  mathematical  investigation,  have 
contributed  very  much  to  the  advance  of  mathematics.  We  have  the  problem  of  two 
bodies,  or  what  is  the  same  thing,  that  of  the  motion  of  a  particle  about  a  fixed 
centre  of  force,  for  any  law  of  force;  we  have  also  the  (mathematically  very  interesting) 
problem  of  the  motion  of  a  body  attracted  to  two  or  more  fixed  centres  of  force ; 
then,  next  preceding  that  of  the  actual  solar  system — the  problem  of  three  bodies ; 
this  has  ever  been  and  is  far  beyond  the  power  of  mathematics,  and  it  is  in  the 
lunar  and  planetary  theories  replaced  by  what  is  mathematically  a  different  problem, 
that  of  the  motion  of  a  body  under  the  action  of  a  principal  central  force  and  a 
disturbing  force :  or  (in  one  mode  of  treatment)  by  the  problem  of  disturbed  elliptic 
motion.  I  would  remark  that  we  have  here  an  instance  in  which  an  astronomical 
fact,  the  observed  slow  variation  of  the  orbit  of  a  planet,  has  directly  suggested  a 
mathematical  method,  applied  to  other  dynamical  problems,  and  which  is  the  basis  of 
very  extensive  modem  investigations  in  regard  to  systems  of  differential  equations. 
Again,  immediately  arising  out  of  the  theory  of  gravitation,  we  have  the  problem  of 
finding  the  attraction  of  a  solid  body  of  any  given  form  upon  a  particle,  solved  by 
Newton  in  the  case  of  a  homogeneous  sphere,  but  which  is  far  more  difficult  in  the 
next  succeeding  cases  of  the  spheroid  of  revolution  (very  ably  treated  by  Maciaurin) 
and  of  the  ellipsoid  of  three  unequal  axes:  there  is  perhaps  no  problem  of  mathe- 
matics which  has  been  treated  by  as  great  a  variety  of  methods,  or  has  given  rise  to 
so  much  interesting  investigation  as  this  last  problem  of  the  attraction  of  an  ellipsoid 
upon  an  interior  or  exterior  point.  It  was  a  dynamical  problem,  that  of  vibrating 
strings,  by  which  Lagrange  was  led  to  the  theory  of  the  representation  of  a  function 
as  the  sum  of  a  series  of  multiple  sines  and  cosines ;  and  connected  with  this  we 
have  the  expansions  in  terms  of  Legendre's  functions  P„,  suggested  to  him  by  the 
question  just  referred  to  of  the  attraction  of  an  ellipsoid ;  the  subsequent  investigations 
of  Laplace  on  the  attractions  of  bodies  differing  slightly  from  the  sphere  led  to  the 
functions  of  two  variables  called  Laplace's  functions.  I  have  been  speaking  of  ellipsoids, 
but  the  general  theory  is  that  of  attractions,  which  has  become  a  very  wide  branch 
of  modern  mathematics ;  associated  with  it  we  have  in  particular  the  names  of  Gauss, 
Lejeune-Dirichlet,  and  Green ;  and  I  must  not  omit  to  mention  that  the  theory  is  now 
one  relating  to  n- dimensional  space.  Another  great  problem  of  celestial  mechanics,  that 
of  the  motion  of  the  earth  about  its  centi-e  of  gravity,  in  the  most  simple  case,  that 
of  a  body  not  acted  upon  by  any  forces,  is  a  very  interesting  one  in  the  mathematical 
point   of  view, 

I  may  mention  a  few  other  instances  where  a  practical  or  physical  question  has 
connected  itself  with  the  development  of  mathematical  theory.  I  have  spoken  of  two 
map  projections — the  stereographic,  dating  from  Ptolemy ;  and  Mercator's  projection, 
invented  by  Edward  Wright  about  the  year  1600 :  each  of  these,  as  a  particular  case 
of  the  orthomorphic  projection,  belongs  to  the  theory  of  the  geometrical  representation 
of  an  imaginary  variable.  I  have  spoken  also  of  perspective,  and  of  the  representation 
of  solid  figures  employed  in  Monge's  descriptive  geometry.  Monge,  it  is  well  known,  is 
the    author   of  the   geometrical   theory   of    the   curvature   of  surfaces   and    of   curves    of 
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CTirvature :  he  was  led  to  this  theory  by  a  problem  of  earthwork ;  from  a  given  area, 
covered  with  earth  of  uniform  thickness,  to  carry  the  earth  and  distribute  it  over  an 
equal  given  area,  with  the  least  amount  of  cartaga  For  the  solution  of  the 
corresponding  problem  in  solid  geometry  he  had  to  consider  the  intersecting  normals 
of  a  surface,  and  so  arrived  at  the  curves  of  curvature.  (See  his  "  M^moire  sur  les 
D6blais  et  les  Remblais,"  Mem.  de  I'Acad.,  1781.)  The  normals  of  a  surface  are,  again, 
a  particular  case  of  a  doubly  infinite  system  of  lines,  and  are  so  connected  with  the 
modem   theories   of  congruences  and   complexes. 

The  undulatory  theory  of  light  led  to  Fresnel's  wave -surface,  a  surface  of  the 
fourth  order,  by  far  the  most  interesting  one  which  had  then  presented  itself  A 
geometrical  property  of  this  surface,  that  of  having  tangent  planes  each  touching  it 
along  a  plane  curve  (in  fact,  a  circle),  gave  to  Sir  W.  B.  Hamilton  the  theory  of 
conical  refraction.  The  wave-surface  is  now  regarded  in  geometry  as  a  particular  case 
of  Kummer's  quartic  surface,  with  sixteen  conical  points  and  sixteen  singular  tangent 
planes. 

My  imperfect  acquaintance  as  well  with  the  mathematics  as  the  physics  prevents 
me  from  speaking  of  the  benefits  which  the  theory  of  Partial  Differential  Equations 
has  received  from  the  hydrodynamical  theory  of  vortex  motion,  and  from  the  great 
physical   theories   of  heat,   electricity,   magnetism,   and   energy. 

It  is  difficult  to  give  an  idea  of  the  vast  extent  of  modern  mathematics.  This 
word  "  extent "  is  not  the  right  one :  I  mean  extent  crowded  with  beautiful  detail — 
not  an  extent  of  mere  uniformity  such  as  an  objectless  plain,  but  of  a  tract  of  beautiful 
country  seen  at  first  in  the  distance,  but  which  will  bear  to  be  rambled  through  and 
studied  in  every  detail  of  hillside  and  valley,  stream,  rock,  wood,  and  flower.  But,  as 
for  anything  else,  so  for  a  mathematical  theory — beauty  eaji  be  perceived,  but  not 
explained.  As  for  mere  extent,  I  can  perhaps  best  illustrate  this  by  speaking  of  the 
dates  at  which  some  of  the  great  extensions  have  been  made  in  several  branches  of 
mathematical 


As  regards  geometry,  I  have  already  spoken  of  the  invention  of  the  Cartesian 
coordinates  (1637),  This  gave  to  geometers  the  whole  series  of  geometric  curves  of 
higher  order  than  the  conic  sections :  curves  of  the  third  order,  or  cubic  curves ;  curves 
of  the  fourth  order,  or  quarfcic  curves ;  and  so  on  indefinitely.  The  first  fruits  of  it 
were  Newton's  Enunwratio  linearum  tertii  ordinis,  and  the  extremely  interesting 
investigations  of  Maclauiin  as  to  corresponding  points  on  a  cubic  curve.  This  was  at 
once  enough  to  show  that  the  new  theory  of  cubic  curves  was  a  theory  quite  as 
beautiful  and  far  more  extensive  than  that  of  conies.  And  I  must  here  refer  to 
Euler's  remark  in  the  paper  "  Sur  une  contradiction  apparente  dans  la  th^orie  des 
courbes  planes"  (Berlin  Memoirs,  1748),  in  regard  to  the  nine  points  of  intersection 
of  two  cubic  curves  (viz,  that  when  eight  of  the  points  are  given  the  lunth  point  is 
thereby  completely  determined)  r  this  is  not  only  a  fundamental  theorem  in  cubic  curves 
(including  in  itself  Pascal's  theorem  of  the  hexagon  mscribed  in  a  conic),  but  it 
introduces  into  plane  geometry  a  new  notion — that  of  the  point-system,  or  system  of 
the   points   of  intersection   of  two   curves. 

c.  XI.  57 
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A  theory  derived  from  the  conic,  that  of  polar  reciprocals,  led  to  the  general 
notion  of  geometrical  duality — viz.  that  in  plane  geometry  the  point  and  the  line  are 
correlative  figures ;  and  founded  on  this  we  have  Pliicker's  great  work,  the  Theorie  der 
algebraischen  Curven  (Bonn,  1839),  in  which  he  establishes  the  relation  which  exists 
between  the  order  and  class  of  a  curve  and  the  number  of  its  different  point-  and 
line -singularities  ( Pluck  er's  six  equations).  It  thus  appears  that  the  true  division  of 
curves  is  not  a  division  according  to  order  only,  but  according  to  order  and  class,  and 
that  the  curves  of  a  given  order  and  class  are  again  to  be  divided  into  famihes 
according  to  their  singularities  :  this  is  not  a  mere  subdivision,  but  is  really  a  widening 
of  the  field  of  investigation;  each  such  family  of  curves  is  in  itself  a  subject  as  wide 
as   the   totality   of  the   curves  of  a   given   order  might   previously   have   ; 


We  tmite  families  by  considering  together  the  curves  of  a  given  Geschlecht,  or 
deficiency ;  and  in  reference  to  what  I  shall  have  to  say  on  the  Abelian  functions, 
I  must  speak  of  this  notion  introduced  into  geometry  by  Riemann  in  the  memoir 
"  Theorie  der  Abel'schen  Functionen,"  Grelle,  t.  Liv,  (185V).  For  a  curve  of  a  given  order, 
reckoning  cusps  as  double  points,  the  deficiency  is  equal  to  the  greatest  number 
^('«— 1)  (n  — 2)  of  the  double  points  which  a  curve  of  that  order  can  have,  (ess  the 
number  of  double  points  which  the  curve  actually  has.  Thus  a  conic,  a  cubic  with 
one  double  point,  a  quartic  with  three  double  points,  &c.,  are  all  curves  of  the 
deficiency  0 ;  the  general  cubic  is  a  curve,  and  the  most  simple  curve,  of  the 
deficiency  1 ;  the  general  quartic  is  a  curve  of  deficiency  3 ;  and  so  on.  The  deficiency 
is  usually  represented  by  the  letter  p.  Riemann  considers  the  general  question  of  the 
rational  transformation  of  a  plane  curve :  viz.  here  the  coordinates,  assumed  to  be 
homogeneous  or  trilinear,  are  replaced  by  any  rational  and  integral  functions,  homo- 
geneous of  the  same  degree  in  the  new  coordinates ;  the  transformed  curve  is  in 
general  a  curve  of  a  different  order,  with  its  own  system  of  double  points ;  but  the 
deficiency  p  remains  unaltered ;  and  it  is  on  this  ground  that  he  unites  together  and 
regards  as  a  single  class  the  whole  system  of  curves  of  a  given  deficiency  p.  It  must 
not  be  supposed  that  all  such  curves  admit  of  rational  transformation  the  one  into 
the  other :  there  is  the  further  theorem  that  any  curve  of  the  class  depends,  in  the 
case  of  a  cubic,  upon  one  parameter,  but  for  p>\  upon  3p  -  3  parameters,  each  such 
parameter  being  unaltered  by  the  rational  transformation ;  it  is  thus  only  the  curves 
having  the  same  one  parameter,  or  3p  -  .S  parameters,  which  can  be  rationally 
transformed   the   one   into   the   other. 

Solid  geometry  ia  a  far  wider  subject :  there  are  more  theories,  and  each  of  them 
is  of  greater  extent.  The  ratio  is  not  that  of  the  numbers  of  the  dimensions  of  the 
spaces  considered,  or,  what  is  the  same  thing,  of  the  elementary  figures— point  and 
line  in  the  one  case ;  point,  line  and  plane  in  the  other  case — belonging  to  these  spaces 
respectively,  but  it  is  a  very  much  higher  one.  For  it  is  very  inadequate  to  say  that 
in  plane  geometry  we  have  the  curve,  and  in  solid  geometry  the  curve  and  surface: 
a  more  complete  statement  is  required  for  the  comparison.  In  plane  geometry  we 
have  the  curve,  which  may  be  regarded  as  a  singly  infinite  system  of  points,  and  also 
as  a  singly  infinite  system  of  lines.  In  solid  geometry  we  have,  first,  that  which  under 
one   aspect   is   the   curve,  and   under  another   aspect   the  developable,  and  which  may  be 
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regarded  as  a  singly  infinite  system  of  points,  of  lines,  or  of  planes ;  secondly,  the 
surface,  which  may  be  regarded  as  a  doubly  infinite  system  of  points  or  of  planes,  and 
also  as  a  special  triply  infinite  system  of  lines  (viz.  the  tangent-fines  of  the  surface 
are  a  special  complex) :  as  distinct  particular  cases  of  the  former  figure,  we  have  the 
plane  curve  and  the  cone ;  and  as  a  particular  case  of  the  latter  figure,  the  ruled 
surface  or  singly  infinite  system  of  lines ;  we  have  besides  the  congruence,  or  doubly 
infinite  system  of  lines,  and  the  complex,  or  triply  infinite  system  of  lines.  But,  even 
if  in  solid  geometry  we  attend  only  to  the  curve  and  the  surface,  there  are  crowds 
of  theories  which  have  scarcely  any  analogues  in  plane  geometry.  The  relation  of  a 
curve  to  the  various  surfaces  which  can  be  drawn  through  it,  or  of  a  surface  to  the 
various  curves  that  can  be  drawn  upon  it,  is  different  in  kind  fixjm  that  which  in 
plane  geometry  most  nearly  corresponds  to  it,  the  relation  of  a  system  of  points  to 
the  curves  through  them,  or  of  a  curve  to  the  points  upon  it.  In  particular,  there  is 
nothing  in  plane  geometry  corresponding  to  the  theory  of  the  curves  of  curvature  of  a 
surface,  To  the  single  theorem  of  plane  geometry,  a  right  line  is  the  shortest  distance 
between  two  points,  there  correspond  in  solid  geometry  two  extensive  and  difficult 
theories^that  of  the  geodesic  lines  upon  a  given  surface,  and  that  of  the  surface  of 
minimum  area  for  any  given  boundary.  Again,  in  solid  geometry  we  have  the  interesting 
and  difficult  question  of  the  representation  of  a  curve  by  means  of  equations ;  it  is  not 
every  curve,  but  only  a  curve  which  is  the  complete  intersection  of  two  surfaces,  which 
can  be  properly  represented  by  two  equations  {x,  y,  z.  w)™  =  0,  («,  y,  z,  w)"  =  0,  in 
quadriplanar  cooi-dinates ;  and  in  regard  to  this  question,  which  may  also  be  regarded  as 
that  of  the  classification  of  curves  in  space,  we  have  quite  recently  three  elaborate 
memoirs   by   Nother,   Halphen,   and   Valentiner  respectively. 

In  ra-dimensional  geometry,  only  isolated  questions  have  been  considered.  The  field 
is  simply  too  wide ;  the  comparison  with  each  other  of  the  two  cases  of  plane  geometry 
and  solid  geometry  is  enough  to  show  how  the  complexity  and  difficulty  of  the  theory 
would   increase   with   each   successive  dimension. 


In  Transcendental  Analysis,  or  the  Theory  of  Functions,  we  have  all  that  has  been 
done  in  the  present  century  with  regard  to  the  general  theory  of  the  function  of  an 
imaginary  variable  by  Gauss,  Cauchy,  Puiseux,  Briot,  Bouquet,  Liouville,  Eiemann,  Fuchs, 
We iers trass,  and  others.  The  fundamental  idea  of  the  geometrical  representation  of 
an  imaginary  variable  cc  +  iy,  by  means  of  the  point  having  x,  y  for  its  coordinates, 
belongs,  as  I  mentioned,  to  Gauss ;  of  this  I  have  already  spoken  at  some  length. 
The  notion  has  been  applied  to  differential  equations;  in  the  modern  point  of  view, 
the  problem  in  regard  to  a  given  differential  equation  is,  not  so  much  to  reduce  the 
differential  equation  to  quadratures,  as  to  determine  from  it  directly  the  course  of  the 
integrals  for  all  positions  of  the  point  representing  the  independent  variable;  in 
particular,  the  differential  equation  of  the  second  order  leading  to  the  hypergeometric 
series  F{a,  0,  ly,  x)  has  been  treated  in  this  manner,  with  the  most  interesting  results; 
the  function  so  determined  for  all  values  of  the  parameters  (a,  /3,  7)  is  thus  becoming 
a  known  function.  I  would  here  also  refer  to  the  new  notion  in  this  part  of  analysis 
introduced    by   Weierstrass — that   of  the   one-valued   integer   function,   as   defined   by   an 


Hosted  by 


Google 


452  PRESIDENTIAL   ADDRESS   TO   THE  [784 

infinite  series  of  ascending  powers,  convergent  for  al!  finite  values,  rea!  or  imaginary,  of 
the  variable  m  or  l/a:  —  c,  and  so  having  the  one  essential  singular  point  a;  =  x  or  x  =  c, 
as  the  case  may  be:   the  memoir  is  published  in  the  Berlin  Abkandlimgen,  1876. 

But  it  is  not  only  general  theory:  I  have  to  speak  of  the  various  special  functions 
to  which  the  theory  has  been  applied,  or  say  the  various  known  functions. 

For  a  long  time  the  only  known  transcendental  functions  were  the  circular  functions 
sine,  cosine,  &c. ;  the  logarithm — i.e.  for  analytical  purposes  the  hyperbolic  logarithm 
to  the  base  e;  and,  aa  implied  therein,  the  exponential  function  e*.  More  completely 
stated,  the  group  comprises  the  direct  circular  functions  sin,  cos,  &c. ;  the  inverse 
circular  functions  sin~'  or  arc  sin,  &c. ;  the  exponential  function,  exp. ;  and  the  inverse 
exponential,  or  logarithmic,  function,  log. 

Passing  over  the  very  important  Eulerian  integral  of  the  second  kind  or  gamma- 
function,  the  theory  of  which  has  quite  recently  given  rise  to  some  very  interesting 
developments — and  omitting  to  mention  at  all  various  functions  of  minor  importance, — 
we  come  (ISll — 1829)  to  the  very  wide  groups,  the  elliptic  functions  and  the  single 
theta-functions.  I  give  the  interval  of  date  so  as  to  include  Legendre's  two  systematic 
works,  the  Exerdces  de  Oalcul  Intigral  (1811 — 1816)  and  the  Thiorie  des  FoncHons 
ElUptiques  (1825 — 1828);  also  Jacohi's  Fundammta  nova  theoricB  Functionum  Ellipticarum 
(1829),  calling  to  mind  that  many  of  Jacobi's  results  were  obtained  simultaneously  by 
Abe!.  I  remark  that  Legendre  started  from  the  consideration  of  the  integrals  depending 
on  a  radical  VX,  the  square  root  of  a  rational  and  integral  quartic  function  of  a 
variable  x ;  for  this  he  substituted  a  radical  A0,  =  v  1  —  i^  sin''  i^,  and  he  arrived  at 
his  three  kinds  of  elliptic  integrals  ^i^,  E4),  Tl^,  depending  on  the  argument  or 
amplitude  i^,  the  modulus  k,  and  also  the  last  of  them  on  a  parameter  n;  the 
function  F  is  properly  an  inverse  function,  and  in  place  of  it  Abel  and  Jacobi  each 
of  them  introduced  the  direct  functions  corresponding  to  the  circular  functions  sine 
and  cosine,  Abel's  functions  called  by  him  0,  /,  F,  and  Jacobi's  functions  sinam,  cosam, 
Aam,  or  as  they  are  also  written  sn,  en,  dn,  Jacobi,  moreover,  in  the  development  of 
his  theory  of  transfonnation  obtained  a  multitude  of  formulae  containing  q,  a  tran- 
scendental function  of  the  modulus  defined  by  the  equation  q  —  e-"^''^,  and  he  was 
also  led  by  it  to  consider  the  two  new  functions  H,  0,  which  (taken  each  separately 
with  two  different  arguments)  are  in  fiiet  the  four  functions  called  elsewhere  by  him 
Oi,  ©a,  03,  ©i",  these  are  the  so-called  theta-functions,  or,  when  the  distinction  is  necessary, 
the  single  theta-functions.  Finally,  Jacobi  using  the  transformation  sin  0  =  sinam  n, 
expressed  Legendre's  integrals  of  the  second  and  third  kinds  as  integrals  depending  on 
the  new  variable  u,  denoting  them  by  means  of  the  letters  Z,  TI,  and  connecting 
them  with  his  own  functions  H  and  © :  and  the  elliptic  functions  sn,  en,  dn  are 
expressed  with  these,  or  say  with  ©,,  ©j,  ©a,  ©4,  as  fractions  having  a  common 
denominator. 

It  may  be  convenient  to  mention  that  Her  mite  in  1858,  introducing  into  the 
theory  in  place  of  q  the  new  variable  to  connected  with  it  by  the  equation  q  =  e'"" 
(so  that  m  is  in  fact  =iK'/K),  was  led  ti^  consider  the  three  functions  ^ea,  -^lo,  -y^m, 
which   denote   respectively  the  values   of  \^k,  \/k'  and  \/hk'  regarded  as  functions  of  w. 
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A  theta-function,  putting  the  argument  =  0,  and  then  regarding  it  as  a  function  of  w, 
is  what  Professor  Smith  in  a  valuable  memoir,  left  incomplete  hy  his  death,  calls  an 
omega-fuuction,  and  the  three  functions  ipa),  il^w,  x"'  ^re  his  modular  functions. 

The  proper  elliptic  functions  an,  en,  dn  form  a  system  very  analogous  to  the 
circular  functions  sine  and  cosine  (say  they  are  a  sine  and  two  separate  cosines), 
having  a  like  addition-theorem,  viz.  the  form  of  this  theorem  is  that  the  sn,  en  and 
dn  of  x  +  y  are  each  of  them  expressible  rationally  in  terms  of  the  sn,  en  and  dn 
of  0)  and  of  the  sn,  en  and  dn  of  ?/;  and,  in  fact,  reducing  itself  to  the  system  of 
the  circular  functions  in  the  particular  case  k—0.  But  there  is  the  important 
difference  of  form  that  the  expressions  for  the  sn,  en  and  dn  of  !v+y  are  fractional 
functions  having  a  common  denominator:  this  is  a  reason  for  regarding  these  functions 
as  the  ratios  of  four  functions  A,  B,  0,  B,  the  absolute  magnitudes  of  which  are  and 
remain  indeterminate  (the  functions  sn,  en,  dn  are  in  fact  quotients  [9i,  0^,  ©j]-^-®^ 
of  the  four  thcta-f unctions,  but  this  is  a  further  result  in  nowise  deducible  from  the 
addition- equations,  and  which  is  intended  to  be  for  the  moment  disregarded ;  the 
remark  has  reference  to  what  is  said  hereafter  as  to  the  Abelian  functions).  But 
there  is  in  regard  to  the  functions  sn,  en,  dn  (what  has  no  analogue  for  the  circular 
functions),  the  whole  theory  of  transformation  of  any  order  n  prime  or  composite,  and, 
as  parts  thereof,  the  whole  theory  of  the  modular  and  multiplier  equations ;  and  this 
theory  of  transformation  spreads  itself  out  in  various  directions,  in  geometry,  in  the 
Theory  of  Equations,  and  in  the  Theory  of  Numbers.  Leaving  the  theta-functions  out 
of  consideration,  the  theory  of  the  proper  elliptic  functions  sn,  en,  dn  is  at  once  seen 
to  be  a  very  wide  one, 

I  assign  to  the  Abelian  functions  the  date  1826—1832.  Abel  gave  what  is  called 
his  theorem  in  various  forms,  but  in  its  most  general  form  in  the  Menwire  snr  une 
propriety  ginirale  d'ltne  classe  tres-etendue  de  Fonctions  Transcendantes  (1826),  presented 
to  the  French  Academy  of  Sciences,  and  crowned  by  them  after  the  author's  de^th, 
in  the  following  year.  This  is  in  form  a  theorem  of  the  integral  calculus,  relating  to 
integrals  depending  on  an  irrational  function  y  determined  as  a  fanetior.  of  x  by  any 
algebraical  equation  F(x,  y)  =  0  whatever:  the  theorem  being  that  a  sum  of  any 
number  of  such  integrals  is  expressible  by  means  of  the  sum  of  a  determinate 
number  p  of  like  integrals,  this  number  p  depending  on  the  form  of  the  equation 
F  {x,  y)  =  0  which  determines  the  irrational  y  (to  fix  the  ideas,  remark  that  considering 
this  equation  as  representing  a  curve,  then  p  is  really  the  deficiency  of  the  curve; 
but  as  already  mentioned,  the  notion  of  deficiency  dates  only  from  1857):  thus  in 
applying  the  theorem  to  the  case  where  «/  is  the  square  root  of  a  function  of  the 
fourth  order,  we  have  in  effect  Legendre's  theorem  for  elliptic  integrals  F^  +  F-\}r 
expressed  by  means  of  a  single  integral  F/t,  and  not  a  theorem  applying  in  form  to 
the  elliptic  functions  sn,  en,  dn.  To  be  intelligible  I  must  recall  that  the  integrals 
belonging  to  the  case  where  y  is  the  square  root  of  a  rational  and  integral  function 
of  an  order  exceeding  four  are  (in  distinction  from  the  general  case)  termed  hyper- 
elliptic  integrals :  viz.  if  the  order  be  5  or  6,  then  these  are  of  the  class  p=2;  if 
the  order  be  7  or  8,  then  they  are  of  the  class  p=5,  and  so  on ;  the  general  Abelian 
integral   of   the   class  p  =  2   is    a    hyperelliptie   integi-al :    but   if  ^  =  3,    or   any  greater 
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value,  then  the  hyperelliptic  integrals  are  only  a  particular  case  of  the  Abelian  integrals 
of  the  same  class.  The  further  step  was  made  by  Jacobi  in  the  short  but  very 
important  memoir  "  Conaiderationes  generales  de  transcend  en  tibus  Abelianis,"  Crelle, 
t,  IX.  (1832):  viz.  he  there  shows  for  the  hyperelliptic  integrals  of  any  class  (but  the 
conclusion  may  be  stated  generally)  that  the  direct  functions  to  which  Abel's  theorem 
has  reference  are  not  functions  of  a  single  variable,  such  as  the  elliptic  sn,  en,  or  dn, 
but  functions  of  p  variables.  Thus,  in  the  case  p  =  2,  which  Jacobi  specially  considers, 
it  is  shown  that  Abel's  theorem  has  reference  to  two  functions  X(m,  v),  Xi(m,  v)  each 
of  two  variables,  and  gives  in  effect  an  addition -theorem  for  the  expression  of  the 
functions  X  {it  +  u',  v  +  v'),  X,  {u  +  u',  v  +  v')  algebraically  in  terms  of  the  functions  X  (u,  v), 
\(K  v),  Xiu',  V-),  X,(u',  /). 

It  is  important  to  remark  that  Abel's  theorem  does  not  directly  give,  nor  does 
Jacobi  assert  that  it  gives,  the  addition -theorem  in  a  perfect  form.  Take  the  case 
p  =  l:  the  result  from  the  theorem  is  that  we  have  a  function  X  (m),  which  is  such 
that  \{u  +  v)  can  be  expressed  algebraically  in  terms  of  X{u)  and  X(ii).  This  is  of 
course  perfectly  correct,  sn{u  +  v)  is  expressible  algebraically  in  terms  of  sn  w,  sav,  but 
the  expression  involves  the  radicals  Vl  — sn^a,  Vl-fc'sn'^t,  Vl— sn^u,  'Jl—k'sO'v;  but 
it  does  not  give  the  three  functions  sn,  en,  dn,  or  in  anywise  amount  to  the  statement 
that  the  sn,  en  and  dmt  of  u  +  v  are  expressible  rationally  in  terms  of  the  sn,  en 
and  dn  of  u  and  of  v.  In  the  case  p  =  l,  the  right  number  of  functions,  each  of 
one  vajiable,  is  3,  but  the  three  functions  sn,  en  and  dn  aj-e  properly  considered  as 
the  ratios  of  4  functions;  and  so,  in  general,  the  right  number  of  functions,  each  of  p 
variables,  is  4p  —  1,  and  these  may  be  considered  as  the  ratios  of  4^"  functions.  But 
notwithstanding  this  last  remark,  it  may  be  considered  that  the  notion  of  the  Abelian 
functions  of  p  variables  is  established,  and  the  addition- theorem  for  these  functions  in 
effect  given  by  the  memoirs  (Abel  1826,  Jacobi  1832)  last  referred  to. 

We  have  next  for  the  case  ^  =  2,  which  is  hyperelliptic,  the  two  extremely 
valuable  memoirs,  Giipel,  "  Theoria  transcendentium  Abelianarum  primi  ordinis  adum- 
bratio  Iseva,"  Crelle,  t.  xxsv.  (1847),  and  Eosenhain,  "M^moire  sur  les  fonctions  de 
deux  variables  et  a  quatre  p^riodes  qui  sont  les  inverses  des  int^grales  ulti'a-elliptiques 
de  la  premiere  class e "  (1846),  Paris,  M4ni.  Savans  Strang,  t.  Xi.  (1851),  each  of  them 
establishing  on  the  analogy  of  the  single  theta-f unctions  the  corresponding  functions 
of  two  variables,  or  double  theta- functions,  and  in  connexion  with  them  the  theory 
of  the  Abelian  functions  of  two  variables.  It  may  be  remarked  that  in  order  of 
simplicity  the  theta- functions  certaiidy  precede  the  Abelian  functions. 

Passing  over  some  memoirs  by  Wei ers trass  which  refer  to  the  general  hyper- 
elliptic integrals,  p  any  value  whatever,  we  come  to  Riemann,  who  died  1866,  at  the 
age  of  forty :  collected  edition  of  his  works,  Leipzig,  1876.  His  great  memoir  on  the 
Abelian  and  th eta-functions  is  the  memoir  already  incidentally  referred  to,  "  Theorie 
der  Abel'schen  Functionen,"  GrdU,  t.  Liv.  (1857);  but  intimately  connected  therewith 
we  have  his  Inaugural  Dissertation  (Gottingen,  1851),  Grundlagen  fur  eine  allgemeine 
Theorie  der  FuncHonm  einer  veranderlichen  complexen  Qrosse:  his  treatment  of  the 
problem  of  the  Abelian  functions,  and  establishment  for  the  purpose  of  this  theory 
of    the    multiple    theta- functions,   are   alike    founded    on    his    general    principles    of   the 
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theory  of  the  functions  of  a  variable  complex  magnitude  a:  +  iy,  and  it  is  this  which 
would  have  to  be  gone  into  for  any  explanation  of  his  method  of  dealing  with  the 
problem. 

Kiemann,  starting  with  the  integrals  of  the  most  general  form,  and  considering 
the  inverse  functions  corresponding  to  these  integrals— that  is,  the  Abelian  functions 
of  p  variables — defines  a  th eta- function  of  p  variables,  or  p-tuple  t beta- function,  as  the 
sum  of  a  p-tuply  infinite  series  of  exponentials,  the  general  term  of  course  depending 
on  the  p  variables;  and  he  shows  that  the  Abelian  functions  are  algebraically  con- 
nected with  the ta- functions  of  the  proper  arguments.  The  theory  is  presented  in  the 
broadest  form ;  in  particular  as  regards  the  theta-functions,  the  4^  functions  are  not 
even  referred  to,  and  there  is  no  development  as  to  the  fonn  of  the  algebraic  relations 
between  the  two  seta  of  functions. 

In  the  Theory  of  Equations,  the  beginning  of  the  century  may  be  regarded  as  an 
epoch.  Immediately  preceding  it,  we  have  Lagrange's  Traiti  des  Equations  Numdriques 
(1st  cd.  1798),  the  notes  to  which  exhibit  the  then  position  of  the  theory.  Immediately 
following  it,  the  great  work  by  Gauss,  the  Disquisitiones  Arithmettcce  (1801),  in  which 
he  establishes  the  theory  for  the  case  of  a  prime  exponent  n,  of  the  binomial  equation 
ic"  —  1  =  0 :  throwing  out  the  factor  x  —  1,  the  equation  becomes  an  equation  of  the 
order  w  —  1,  and  this  is  decomposed  into  equations  the  orders  of  which  are  the  prime 
factors  of  n  —  1.  In  particular,  Gauss  was  thereby  led  to  the  remarkable  geometrical 
result  that  it  was  possible  to  construct  geometrically — that  is,  with  only  the  ruler  and 
compass — the  regular  polygons  of  17  sides  and  257  sides  respectively.  We  have  then 
(1826-— 1829)  Abel,  who,  besides  his  demonstration  of  the  impossibility  of  the  solution 
of  a  quintic  equation  by  radicals,  and  his  very  important  researches  on  the  general 
question  of  the  algebraic  solution  of  equations,  established  the  theory  of  the  class  of 
equations  since  called  Abelian  equations.  He  applied  his  methods  to  the  problem  of 
the  division  of  the  elliptic  functions,  to  (what  is  a  distinct  question)  the  division  of 
the  complete  functions,  and  to  the  very  interesting  special  case  of  the  leniniscate. 
But  the  theory  of  algebraic  solutions  in  its  most  complete  form  was  established  by 
Galois  (born  1811,  killed  in  a  duel  1832),  who  for  this  purpose  introduced  the  notion 
of  a  group  of  substitutions ;  and  to  him  also  are  due  some  most  valuable  results  in 
relation  to  another  set  of  equations  presenting  themselves  in  the  theory  of  elliptic 
functions — viz,  the  modular  equations.  In  1835  we  have  Jerrard's  transformation  of  the 
general  quintic  equation.  In  1870  an  elaborate  work,  Jordan's  Traite  des  SuhsUtutions 
et  dss  4quationa  alg&ynques:  a  mere  inspection  of  the  table  of  contents  of  this  would 
serve  to  illustrate  my  proposition  as  to  the  great  extension  of  this  branch  of  mathematics. 

The  Theory  of  Numbers  was,  at  the  beginning  of  the  century,  represented  by 
Legendre's  Theorie  des  Nombres  (1st  ed,  1798),  shortly  followed  by  Gauss'  Disquisitiones 
Arithmeticce  (1801).  This  work  by  Gauss  is,  throughout,  a  theory  of  ordinary  real 
numbers.  It  establishes  the  notion  of  a  congruence ;  gives  a  proof  of  the  theorem  of 
reciprocity  in  regard  to  quadratic  residues ;  and  contains  a  very  complete  theory  of 
binary   quadratic   forms   {a,  h,  c){x,  yY,  of  negative   and   positive   determinant,   including 
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the  theory,  there  first  given,  of  the  composition  of  such  forms.  It  gives  also  the 
commencement  of  a  Uke  theory  of  ternary  quadratic  forms.  It  contains  also  the  theory 
already  referred  to,  but  which  has  since  influenced  in  so  remarkable  a  manner  the 
whole  theory  of  numbers— the  theory  of  the  solution  of  the  binomial  equation  a;"— 1=0: 
it  is,  in  fact,  the  roots  or  periods  of  roots  derived  from  these  equations  which  form 
the  incommensurables,  or  unities,  of  the  complex  theories  which  have  been  chiefly 
worked  at;  thus,  the  i  of  ordinary  analysis  presents  itself  as  a  root  of  the  equation 
a^  -  1  =  0.  It  was  Gauss  himself  who,  for  the  development  of  a  real  theory— that  of 
biquadratic  residues — found  it  necessary  to  use  complex  numbers  of  the  be  fore -mentioned 
form,  a  +  bi  {a  and  h  positive  or  negative  real  integers,  including  zero),  and  the  theory 
of  these  numbers  was  studied  and  cultivated  by  Lejeune-Dirichlet.  We  have  thus  a 
new  theory  of  these  complex  numbers,  side  by  side  with  the  former  theory  of  real 
numbers :  everything  in  the  real  theory  reproducing  itself,  prime  numbers,  congruences, 
theories  of  residues,  reciprocity,  quadratic  forms,  &c..  but  with  greater  variety  and 
complexity,  and  increased  difficulty  of  demonstration.  But  instead  of  the  equation 
a;*  - 1  =  0,  we  may  take  the  equation  .^-1  =  0:  we  have  here  the  complex  numbers 
a  +  bp  composed  with  an  imaginary  cube  root  of  unity,  the  theory  specially  considered 
by  Eisenstein:  again  a  new  theory,  corresponding  to  but  different  from  that  of  the 
numbers  a  +  hi.  The  general  case  of  any  prime  value  of  the  exponent  n,  and  with 
periods  of  roots,  which  here  present  themselves  instead  of  single  roots,  was  first  con- 
sidered by  Kummer:  viz.  if  n  —  l=ef,  and  %,  ijj,  ...,'7e  a™  the  e  periods,  each  of  them 
a  sum  of/  roots,  of  the  equation  «"  — 1=0,  then  the  complex  numbers  considered 
are  the  numbers  of  the  form  a,Tji -I- ctji/s-l- ... -1- «£%  (a„  03,  ....o.^  positive  or  negative 
ordinary  integers,  including  zero):  /  may  be  =1,  and  the  theory  for  the  periods  thus 
includes  that  for  the  single  roots. 

We  have  thus  a  new  and  very  general  theory,  including  within  itself  that  of  the 
complex  numbers  a  +  U  and  a-\-hp.  But  a  new  phenomenon  presents  itself;  for  these 
special  forms  the  properties  in  regard  to  prime  numbers  corresponded  precisely  with 
those  for  real  numbers;  a  non-prime  number  was  in  one  way  only  a  product  of  prime 
factors;  the  power  of  a  prime  number  has  only  factors  which  are  lower  powers  of  the 
same  prime  number:  for  instance,  if  p  be  a  prime  number,  then,  excluding  the  obvious 
decomposition  p.^,  we  cannot  have  ^''  =  a  product  of  two  factors  A,  B.  In  the  general 
case  this  is  not  so,  but  the  exception  first  presents  itself  for  the  number  23;  in  the 
theory  of  the  numbers  composed  with  the  23rd  roots  of  unity,  we  have  prime 
numbers  p,  such  that  p^  =  AB.  To  restore  the  theorem,  it  is  necessary  to  establish 
the  notion  of  ideal  numbers;  a  prime  number  p  is  by  definition  not  the  product  of 
two  actual  numbers,  but  in  the  example  just  referred  to  the  number  p  is  the  product 
of  two  ideal  numbers  having  for  their  cubes  the  two  actual  numbers  A,  B,  respectively, 
and  we  thus  have  p=  =  AB.  It  is,  I  think,  in  this  way  that  wc  most  easily  get  some 
notion  of  the  meaning  of  an  ideal  number,  but  the  mode  of  treatment  (in  Rummer's 
great  memou-,  "Ueber  die  Zerlegung  der  aus  Wurzeln  der  Einheit  gebildeten  com- 
plexen  Zahlen  in  ihre  Primfactoren,"  Crelle,  t.  xxxv.  1847)  is  a  much  more  refined 
one ;  ■  an  ideal  number,  without  ever  being  isolated,  is  made  to  manifest  itself  in  the 
properties   of  the  prime   number   of  which   it   is  a   factor,  and  without   reference  to  the 
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theorem  afterwards  arrived  at,  that  there  is  always  some  power  of  the  ideal  number 
which  is  an  actual  number.  In  the  still  later  developments  of  the  Theory  of  Numbers 
by  Dedekind,  the  units,  or  incommensurables,  are  the  roots  of  any  irreducible  equation 
having  for  its  coefficients  ordinary  integer  numbers,  and  with  the  coefficient  unity  for 
the  highest  power  of  x.  The  question  arises.  What  is  the  analogue  of  a  whole 
number  ?  thus,  for  the  very  simple  case  of  the  equation  a;^  +  3  =  0,  we  have  aa  a  whole 
number  the  apparently  fractional  form  ^  (1  +  i  VS)  which  is  the  imaginary  cube  root 
of  unity,  the  p  of  Eisenstein's  theory.  We  have,  moreover,  the  (as  far  as  appears) 
wholly  distinct  complex  theory  of  the  numbers  composed  with  the  congi-uence-imaginaries 
of  Galois :  viz.  these  are  imaginary  numbers  assumed  to  satisfy  a  congruence  which  is 
not  satisfied  by  any  real  number ;  for  instance,  the  congruence  a^  —  2  =  0  (mod  5)  has 
no  real  root,  but  we  assume  an  imaginary  root  i,  the  other  root  is  then  =  — i,  and 
we  then  consider  the  system  of  complex  numbers  a  +  hi  (mod  5),  viz.  we  have  thus 
the  5^  numbers  obtained  by  giving  to  each  of  the  numbers  a,  6,  the  values  0,  1,  2,  3,  4, 
successively.  And  so  in  general,  the  consideration  of  an  irreducible  congruence  J'(ic)  =  0 
(mod  j))  of  the  order  n,  to  any  prime  modulus  "p,  gives  rise  to  an  imaginary  con- 
gruence root  i,  and  to  complex  numbers  of  the  form  d  +  &i  +  ci' +  . . .  +  fci'^^  where 
a,  h,  k,...Sic.,  are  ordinary  integers  each  =0,  1,  2,...,p  — 1. 

As  regards  the  theory  of  forms,  we  have  in  the  ordinary  theory,  in  addition  to 
the  binary  and  ternary  quadratic  forms,  which  have  been  very  thoroughly  studied,  the 
quaternary  and  higher  quadratic  forms  (to  these  last  belong,  as  very  particular  cases, 
the  theories  of  the  representation  of  a  number  as  a  sum  of  four,  five  or  more  squares), 
and  also  binary  cubic  and  quartic  forms,  and  ternary  cubic  forma,  in  regard  to  all 
of  which  something  has  been  done ;  the  binary  quadratic  forma  have  been  studied  in  the 
theory  of  the  complex  numbers  a  +  H. 

A  seemingly  isolated  question  in  the  Theory  of  Numbers,  the  demonstration  of 
Fermat's  theorem  of  the  impossibility  for  any  exponent  \  greater  than  3,  of  the  equation 
a^-{-y''  =  2\  has  given  rise  to  investigations  of  very  great  interest  and  difficulty. 

Outside  of  ordinary  mathematics,  we  have  some  theories  which  must  be  referreii 
to :  algebraical,  geometrical,  logical.  It  is,  as  in  many  other  cases,  difficult  to  draw 
the  line ;  we  do  in  ordinary  mathematics  use  symbols  not  denoting  quantities,  which 
we  nevertheless  combine  in  the  way  of  addition  and  multiplication,  a  +  b,  and  ab,  and 
which  may  be  such  as  not  to  obey  the  commutative  law  ab  =  ba:  in  particular,  this  is 
or  may  be  so  in  regard  to  symbols  of  operation;  and  it  could  hardly  be  said  that 
any  development  whatever  of  the  theory  of  such  symbols  of  operation  did  not  belong 
to  ordinary  algebra.  But  I  do  separate  from  ordinary  mathematics  the  system  of 
multiple  algebra  or  linear  associative  algebra,  developed  in  the  valuable  memoir  by  the 
late  Benjamin  Peirce,  Linear  Associative  Algebra  (1870,  reprinted  1881  in  the  American 
Journal  of  Mathematics,  vol.  iv.,  with  notes  and  addenda  by  his  son,  C.  S.  Peirce) ;  we 
here  consider  symbols  A,  B,  &c.  which  are  linear  functions  of  a  determinate  number 
of  letters  or  units  i,  j,  k,  I,  &c.,  with  coefficients  which  are  ordinary  analj4ical  magni- 
tudes,  real   or  imaginary,   viz.  the   coefficients   are   in   general  of  the   form  x  +  iy,  where 
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i  is  the  before-mentioned  imaginary  or  V  —  1  of  ordinary  analysis.  The  letters  i.  j,  &c., 
are  such  that  every  binary  combination  ^^  ij,  ji,  &c.,  (the  ij  being  in  general  not  =jj), 
is  equal  to  a  linear  function  of  the  letters,  but  under  the  restriction  of  satisfying 
the  associative  law:  viz.  for  each  combination  of  three  letters  ij .  k  is  —i.jk,  so  that 
there  is  a  determinate  and  unique  product  of  three  or  more  lettei-s ;  or,  what  is  the 
same  thing,  the  laws  of  combination  of  the  units  i,  j,  k,  are  defined  by  a  multiplication 
table  giving  the  values  of  i^,  ij,  ji,  &c, ;  the  original  units  may  be  replaced  by  linear 
functions  of  these  units,  so  as  to  give  rise,  for  the  units  finally  adopted,  to  a  multi- 
plication table  of  the  most  simple  form ;  and  it  is  very  remarkable,  how  frequently  in 
these  simphfied  forms  we  have  nilpotent  or  idempotent  symbols  (1^  =  0,  or  {^  =  i,  as  the 
case  may  be),  and  symbols  i,  j,  such  that  ij=ji=0;  and  consequently  how  simple  are 
the  forms  of  the  multiplication  tables  which  define  the  several  systems  respectively. 

I  have  spoken  of  this  multiple  algebra  before  referring  to  various  geometrical 
theories  of  earlier  date,  because  I  consider  it  as  the  general  analytical  basis,  and  the 
true  basis,  of  these  theories.  I  do  not  realise  to  myself  directly  the  notions  of  the 
addition  or  multiplication  of  two  lines,  areas,  rotations,  forces,  or  other  geometrical, 
kinematical,  or  mechanical  entities ;  and  I  would  formulate  a  general  theory  as  follows : 
consider  any  such  entity  as  determined  by  the  proper  number  of  parameters  a,  b,  c  (for 
instance,  in  the  case  of  a  finite  line  given  in  magnitude  and  position,  these  might  be 
the  length,  the  coordinates  of  one  end,  and  the  direction-cosines  of  the  line  considered 
as  drawn  from  this  end) ;  and  represent  it  by  or  connect  it  with  the  linear  function 
ai  +  bj  +  ck  +  &c.,  formed  irith  these  parameters  as  coefficients,  and  with  a  given  set  of 
units,  {,  j,  k,  &c.  Conversely,  any  such  linear  function  represents  an  entity  of  the  kind 
in  question.  Two  given  entities  are  represented  by  two  linear  functions;  the  sum  of 
these  is  a  like  linear  function  representing  an  entity  of  the  same  kind,  which  may 
be  regarded  as  the  sum  of  the  two  entities ;  and  the  product  of  them  (taken  in  a 
determined  order,  when  the  order  is  material)  is  an  entity  of  the  same  kind,  which 
may  be  regarded  as  the  product  (in  the  same  oi-der)  of  the  two  entities.  We  thus 
establish  by  definition  the  notion  of  the  sum  of  the  two  entities,  and  that  of  the 
product  (in  a  determinate  order,  when  the  order  is  material)  of  the  two  entities.  The 
value  of  the  theory  in  regard  to  any  kind  of  entity  would  of  course  depend  on  the 
choice  of  a  system  of  units,  i,  j,  k,...,  with  such  laws  of  combination  as  would  give  a 
geometrical  or  kinematical  or  mechanical  significance  to  the  notions  of  the  sum  and 
product  as  thus  defined. 

Among  the  geometrical  theories  referred  to,  we  have  a  theory  (that  of  Argand, 
WaiTcn,  and  Peacock)  of  imaginaries  in  plane  geometry ;  Sir  W.  R.  Hamilton's  very 
valuable  and  important  theory  of  Quaternions;  the  theories  developed  in  Graasmann's 
Aiisdeknungslehre,  1841  and  1862;  Cli£ford's  theory  of  Biquatemions ;  and  recent  extensions 
of  Grassmann's  theory  to  non-Euclidian  space,  by  Mr  Homersham  Cox.  These  different 
theories  have  of  course  been  developed,  not  in  anywise  from  the  point  of  view  in 
which  I  have  been  considering  them,  but  from  the  points  of  view  of  their  several 
authors  respectively. 

The  literal  symbols  x,  y,  &c.,  used  in  Boole's  Laws  of  Thought  (1854)  to  represent 
things   as   subjects   of  our  conceptions,  are   symbols   obeying   the   laws   of  algebraic  com- 


Hosted  by 


Google 


784]  BRITISH    ASSOCIATION,    SEPTEMBER    1883.  459 

biriation  (the  distributive,  commutative,  and  associative  laws)  but  which  are  such  that 
for  any  one  of  them,  say  x,  we  have  x  —  a?  =  0,  this  equation  not  implying  (as  in  ordinary 
algebra  it  would  do)  cither  x=Q  or  else  ic=l.  In  the  latter  part  of  the  work  relating 
to  the  Theory  of  Probabilities,  there  is  a  difficulty  in  making  out  the  precise  meaning 
of  the  symbols ;  and  the  remarkable  theory  there  developed  has,  it  seems  to  me,  passed 
out  of  notice,  without  having  been  properly  discussed.  A  paper  by  the  same  author, 
"Of  Propositions  numerically  definite"  {Camh.  Phil.  Tram.  1869),  is  also  on  the  border- 
land of  logic  and  mathematics.  It  would  be  out  of  place  to  consider  other  systems 
of  mathematical  logic,  but  I  will  just  mention  that  Mr  C.  S.  Peirce  in  his  "Algebra  of 
Logic,"  American  Math.  Journal,  vol.  iii.,  establishes  a  notation  for  relative  terms,  and 
that  these  present  themselves  in  connexion  with  the  systems  of  units  of  the  linear 
associative  algebra. 

Connected  with  logic,  but  primaiily  mathematical  and  of  the  highest  importance, 
we  have  Schubert's  Ahzdhlende  Geometrie  (1878).  The  general  question  is.  How  many 
curves  or  other  figures  are  there  which  satisfy  given  conditions  ?  for  example.  How 
many  conies  are  there  which  touch  each  of  five  given  conies?  The  class  of  questions 
in  regard  to  the  conic  was  first  considered  by  Chasles,  and  we  have  his  beautiful 
theory  of  the  characteristics  /j.,  v,  of  the  conies  which  satisfy  four  given  conditions; 
questions  relating  to  cubics  and  quartics  were  afterwards  considered  by  Maillai'd  and 
Zeuthen ;  and  in  the  work  just  referred  to  the  theory  has  become  a  very  wide  one. 
The  noticeable  point  is  that  the  symbols  used  by  Schubert  are  in  the  first  instance, 
not  numbers,  but  mere  logical  symbols :  for  example,  a  letter  ff  denotes  the  condition 
that  a  line  shall  cut  a  given  line ;  ff'  that  it  shall  cut  each  of  two  given  lines ;  and  so 
in  other  cases ;  and  these  logical  symbols  are  combined  together  by  algebraical  laws : 
they  first  acquire  a  numerical  signification  when  the  number  of  conditions  becomes  equal 
to   the   number  of  parameters  upon  which   the   figure   in   question   depends. 

In  all  that  I  have  last  said  in  regard  to  theories  outside  of  oMinary  mathematics,  I 
have  been  still  speaking  on  the  text  of  the  vast  extent  of  modem  mathematics.  lu 
conclusion  I  would  say  that  mathematics  have  steadily  advanced  from  the  time  of  the 
Greek  geometers.  Nothing  is  lost  or  wasted  ;  the  achievements  of  Euclid,  Archimedes, 
and  Apollonius  are  as  admirable  now  as  they  were  in  their  own  days.  Descartes'  method 
of  coordinates  is  a  possession  for  ever.  But  mathematics  have  never  been  cultivated 
more  zealously  and  diligently,  or  with  greater  success,  than  in  this  century — in  the  last 
half  of  it,  or  at  the  present  time :  the  advances  made  have  been  enormous,  the  actual 
field  is  boundless,  the  future  full  of  hope.  In  regard  to  pure  mathematics  we  may 
most   confidently   say  : — 

Yet  I  doubt  not  through  the  ages  one  increasing  purpose  runs, 
And  the  thoughts  of  men  are  widened  with  the  process  of  the  suns. 
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[From  the  Encyclopwdia  Britannica,  Ninth  Edition,  vol.  vi.  (1S77),  pp.  716 — 728.] 

This  subject  is  treated  here  from  an  historical  point  of  view,  for  the  purpose  of 
showing  how  the  different  leading  ideas  in  the  theory  were  successively  arrived  at  and 
developed. 

A  curve  is  a  line,  or  continuous  singly  infinite  system  of  points.  We  consider  in 
the  first  instance,  and  chiefly,  a  plane  curve  described  according  to  a  law.  Such  a  curve 
may  be  regarded  geometrically  as  actually  described,  or  kinematically  as  in  course  of 
description  by  the  motion  of  a  point ;  in  the  former  point  of  view,  it  is  the  locus 
of  all  the  points  which  satisfy  a  given  condition ;  in  the  latter,  it  is  the  locus  of  a 
point  moving  subject  to  a  given  condition.  Thus  the  most  simple  and  earliest  known 
curve,  the  circle,  ja  the  locus  of  all  the  points  at  a  given  distance  from  a  fixed 
centre,  or  else  the  locus  of  a  point  moving  so  as  to  be  always  at  a  given  distance 
from  a  fixed  centre.  (The  straight  line  and  the  point  are  not  for  the  moment  regarded 
as    curves.) 

Next  to  the  circle  we  have  the  conic  sections,  the  invention  of  them  attributed 
to  Plato  (who  lived  430  to  347  B.C.);  the  original  definition  of  them  as  the  sections 
of  a  cone  was  by  the  Greek  geometers  who  studied  them  soon  replaced  by  a  proper 
definition  in  piano  like  that  for  the  circle,  viz.  a  conic  section  (or  as  we  now  say  a 
"  conic ")  is  the  locus  of  a  point  such  that  its  distance  from  a  given  point,  the  focus, 
is  in  a  given  ratio  to  its  (perpendicular)  distance  from  a  given  line,  the  directrix ; 
or  it  is  the  locus  of  a  point  which  moves  so  as  always  to  satisfy  the  foregoing  con- 
dition. Similarly  any  other  property  might  be  used  as  a  definition ;  an  ellipse  is  the 
locus  of  a  point  such  that  the  sum  of  its  distances  from  two  fixed  points  (the  foci) 
is  constant,  &c.,  &c. 

The  Greek  geometers  invented  other  curves;  in  particular,  the  "conchoid,"  which 
is   the   locus  of  a  point   such   that   its   distance   from   a  given  line,  measured  along  the 
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line  drawn  through  it  to  a  fixed  point,  is  constant ;  and  the  "  cissoid "  which  is  the 
locus  of  a  point  such  that  its  distance  from  a  fixed  point  is  always  equal  to  the 
intercept  (on  the  line  through  the  fixed  point)  between  a  circle  passing  through  the 
fixed  point  and  the  tangent  to  the  circle  at  the  point  opposite  to  the  fixed  point. 
Obviously  the  number  of  such  geometrical  or  kinematical  definitions  is  infinite.  In  a 
machine  of  any  kind,  each  point  describes  a  curve ;  a  simple  but  important  instance 
is  the  "  three-bar  curve,"  or  locus  of  a  point  in  or  rigidly  connected  with  a  bar 
pivotted  on  to  two  other  bars  which  rotate  about  fixed  centres  respectively.  Every  curve 
thus   arbitrarily  defined    has   its   own   properties:    and   there   was   not    any   principle    of 


The  principle  of  classification  first  presented  itself  in  the  Giometrie  of  Descartes 
(1637).  The  idea  was  to  represent  any  curve  whatever  by  means  of  a  relation  between 
the  coordinates  («,  y)  of  a  point  of  the  curve,  or  say  to  represent  the  curve  by  means 
of  its  equation. 

Descartes  takes  two  lines  xx',  y^,  called  axes  of  coordinates,  intersecting  at  a  point 
0   called   the   origin   (the   axes   are  usually   at   right   angles   to   each   other,  and   for   the 


y 

present  they  are  considered  as  being  so);  and  he  determines  the  position  of  a  point 
P  by  means  of  its  distances  OM  (or  NP)^a:,  and  MP  (or  ON)  =  y,  from  these  two 
axes  respectively ;  where  x  is  regarded  as  positive  or  negative  according  as  it  is  in 
the  sense  Ox  or  Ox  fi-om  0 ;  and  similarly  y  as  positive  or  negative  according  as  it 
is  in  the  sense  Oy  or  0/  from  0 ;   or,  what  is  the  same  thing, 

X     y 

In  the  quadrant  xy,  or  N.E.,  we  have      +     + 

x'y    „   N.W.        „  -     + 

xy-   „    S.E.  „  +     - 

x'y'  „    S.W.         „  -     - 

Any   relation   whatever   between    (x,    y)   determines    a    curve,   and   conversely   every 
curve  whatever  is  determined  by  a  relation  between  (x,  y). 
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Observe  that  the  distinctive  feature  is  in  the  exclusive  use  of  such  determination 
of  a  curve  by  means  of  its  equation.     The  Greek  geometers  were  perfectly  familiar  with 

the  property  of  an  ellipse  which   in    the   Cartesian   notation  is  —+^=1,   the   equation 

of  the   curve ;   but   it  was   as  one   of  a   number   of  properties,  and   in   no   \vise   selected 
out  of  the  others  for  the  characteristic  property  of  the  curve  *. 

We  obtain  from  the  equation  the  notion  of  an  algebraical  or  geometrical  as  opposed 
to  a  transcendental  curve,  viz.  an  algebraical  or  geometrical  curve  is  a  curve  having  an 
equation  F{x,  y)  —  0,  where  F(w,  y)  is  a  rational  and  integral  algebraical  function  of  the 
coordinates  {x,  y);  and  in  what  follows  we  attend  throughout  (unless  the  contrary  is 
stated)  only  to  such  curves,  The  equation  is  sometimes  given,  and  may  conveniently 
be  used,  in  an  irrational  form,  but  we  always  imagine  it  reduced  to  the  foregoing 
rational  and  integral  form,  and  regard  this  as  the  equation  of  the  curve.  And  we 
have  hence  the  notion  of  a  curve  of  a  given  ordffi;  viz.  the  order  of  the  curve  is 
equal  to  that  of  the  term  or  terms  of  highest  order  in  the  coordinates  {a>,  y)  con- 
jointly in  the  equation  of  the  curve ;  for  instance,  a:y  —  \  =  0  is  a  curve  of  the  second 
order. 

It  is  to  be  noticed  here  that  the  axes  of  coordinates  may  be  any  t%vo  lines  at 
right  angles  to  each  other  whatever ;  and  that  the  equation  of  a  curve  will  be  different 
according  to  the  selection  of  the  axes  of  coordinates;  but  the  order  is  independenf 
of  the  axes,  and  has  a  determinate  value  for  any  given  curve. 

We  hence  divide  curves  according  to  their  oi'der,  viz.  a  curve  is  of  the  first  order, 
second  order,  third  order,  &c.,  according  as  it  is  represented  by  an  equation  of  the 
first  order,  ax  +  bi/ +  c  =^  0,  or  say  i*^^,  y,  1)  =  0;  or  by  an  equation  of  the  second  order, 
(M^  +  Stoz  +  fty -l-2^+2£r«  +  c  =  0,  say  {*\x,  y,  1)'  =  0;  or  by  an  equation  of  the  third 
order,  &c. ;  or,  what  is  the  same  thing,  according  as  the  equation  is  linear,  quadric, 
cubic,  &c. 

A  curve  of  the  first  order  is  a  right  line  ;  and  conversely  every  right  line  is  a 
curve  of  the  first  order. 


*  There  is  no  exerc  ee   mote  pcottible  fa   a  student  th  n  tl    t     1   t         s 

f    m     t       q     t 

saT  lather  that  ot   ao   tiatrng  a   con  ideiabli  number  of  c              A  d   h      !      Id  n 

k     th      q  at          f      hu 

=eif     The  eqnati  ii   should   be   in   the    hrat    instance   ■»    p      1                     1               h 

J         ^     n                  U. 

to  ind   as  an  eiplicit   iunctioii   nt  j     here    ly  ^iviug  difte    nt  n    n         11         t 

th        rt    p  nd  n      alue- 

of  1/   may  be  tonnd     and  a   "mffiuiei  1   numbci  of  pomta  b    nj^  th      d  te  m  ned    th 

un         t-aoed  bj  d  aw  n 

a   continuous   line  through   these  points      The  next  step     h  nil  be  to       nsjd      a 

n     quat   n    n    1   ng  1 t     1 

ooelhcients     thus,   after   such  curves  as  v  =  x''   y  =  r{x-l)(      2)    y^{       l)J^^ 

&        h      h  uld  p          1 

tia..t   huch  curves  as  j,-(j:    a)(c~b)(r-<.)   y^{x-a)^:          I      a  d    nd  a          t 

a.oe  ta  n  f     wh  t  diff     n 
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A  curve  of  the  second  order  is  a  conic,  or  as  it  is  also  called  a  quadric;  and 
conversely  every  conic,  or  quadric,  is  a  curve  of  the  second  order. 

A  curve  of  the  third  order  is  called  a  cubic ;  one  of  the  fourth  order  a  quartic ; 
and  so  on. 

A  curve  of  the  order  m  has  for  its  equation  (*5^,  y.  1)™  =  0;  and  when  the 
coefficients  of  the  function  are  arbitrary,  the  curve  is  said  to  be  the  general  curve  of 
the  order  m.  The  number  of  coefficients  is  ^{m+l){m  +  2);  but  there  is  no  loss  of 
generality  if  the  equation  be  divided  by  one  coefficient  so  as  to  reduce  the  coefficient 
of  the  corresponding  term  to  unity,  hence  the  number  of  coefficients  may  be  reckoned 
as  J  (m+l)(m  + 2)  — 1,  that  is,  ^m(m  +  3);  and  a  curve  of  the  order  m  may  be 
made  to  satisfy  this  number  of  conditions;  for  example,  to  pass  through  ^m(m+3) 
points. 

It  is  to  be  remarked  that  an  equation  may  break  up;  thus  a  quadric  equation 
may  be  {aas  +  by +c)  (of x -{■  b'y  +  c')  =  0,hreakiag  up  into  the  two  equations  ax  +  by  +  c  =  0, 
a'w  +  b'y  +  c' =  0,  viz,  the  original  equation  is  satisfied  if  either  of  these  is  satisfied. 
Each  of  these  last  equations  represents  a  curve  of  the  first  order,  or  right  line ;  and 
the  original  equation  represents  this  pair  of  lines,  viz.  the  pair  of  lines  is  considered 
as  a  quadric  curve.  But  it  is  an  improper  quadric  curve ;  and  in  speaking  of  curves 
of  the  second  or  any  other  given  order,  we  frequently  imply  that  the  curve  is  a 
proper  curve  represented  by  an  equation  which  does  not  break  up. 

The  intersections  of  two  curves  are  obtained  by  combining  their  equations;  viz. 
the  elimination  from  the  two  equations  of  y  (or  x)  gives  for  x  (or  y)  an  equation 
of  a  certain  order,  say  the  resultant  equation ;  and  then  to  each  value  of  x  (or  y) 
satisfying  this  equation  there  corresponds  in  general  a  single  value  of  y  (or  x),  and 
consequently  a  single  point  of  intersection ;  the  number  of  intersections  is  thus  equal 
to  the  order  of  the  resultant  equation  in  x  (or  y). 

Supposing  that  the  two  curves  are  of  the  orders  m,  »,  respectively,  then  the  order 
of  the  resultant  equation  is  in  general  and  at  most  —  mn ;  in  particular,  if  the  curve 
of  the  order  n  is  an  arbitrary  line  (n  —  l),  then  the  order  of  the  resultant  equation 
is  =  m ;  and  the  curve  of  the  order  m.  meets  therefore  the  line  in  m  points.  But 
the  resultant  equation  may  have  all  or  any  of  its  roots  imaginary,  and  it  is  thus  not 
always  that  there  are  m  real  intersections. 

The  notion  of  imaginary  intersections,  thus  presenting  itself,  through  algebra,  in 
geometry,  must  be  accepted  in  geometry — and  it  in  fact  plays  an  all-important  part  in 
modern  geometry.  As  in  algebra  we  say  that  an  equation  of  the  mth  order  has  m 
roots,  viz.  we  state  this  generally  without  in  the  first  instance,  or  it  may  be  without 
ever,  distinguishing  whether  these  are  real  or  imaginary ;  so  in  geometry  we  say  that 
a  curve  of  the  mth  order  is  met  by  an  arbitrary  line  in  m  points,  or  rather  we 
thus,  through  algebra,  obtain  the  proper  geometrical  definition  of  a  curve  of  the  mth 
order,  as  a  curve  which  is  met  by  an  arbitrary  line  in  m  points  (that  is,  of  course, 
ill  m,  and  not  more  than  m,  points). 

The  theorem  of  the  m  intersections  has  been  stated  in  regard  to  an  arbitrary 
line ;    in   fact,   for  particular    lines    the   resultant   equation   may    be   or  appear   to   be   of 
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an  order  less   than   m  ;   tor   instance,   taking   m  =  2,   if  the    hyperbola   a^  - 1  =  0   be  cut 
by  the  line  y  =  0,   the   resultant   equation  in   x   is   ffai~l=0,  and   there   is  apparently 

only   the   intersection   {x  =  -^,  ^=/3];   but   the   theorem   is,   in  fact,   true  for   every   line 

whatever :    a   curve   of  the   order   m   meets   every   line   whatever   in   precisely   to   points. 
We   have,  in  the   case  just   referred   to,  to   take   account   of  a  point  at   infinity  on  the 

line  y  =  |S ;   the  two  intersections  are  the  point  [*'  =  a .  y-^j^   and  the  point  at  infinity 
on  the  line  y  =  0. 

It  is  moreover  to  be  noticed  that  the  points  at  infinity  may  be  all  or  any  of 
them  imaginary,  and  that  the  points  of  intersection,  whether  finite  or  at  infinity,  real 
or  imaginary,  may  coincide  two  or  more  of  them  together,  and  have  to  be  counted 
accordingly ;  to  support  the  theorem  in  its  universality,  it  is  necessary  to  take  account 
of  these  various  circumstances. 

The  foregoing  notion  of  a  point  at  infinity  is  a  very  important  one  in  modern 
geometry;  and  we  have  also  to  consider  the  paradoxical  statement  that  in  plane 
geometry,  or  say  as  regards  the  plane,  infinity  is  a  right  line.  This  admits  of  an  easy 
illustration  in  solid  geometry.  If  with  a  given  centre  of  projection,  by  drawing  from 
it  lines  to  every  point  of  a  given  line,  we  project  the  given  line  on  a  given  plane, 
the  projection  is  a  line,  i.e.,  this  projection  is  the  intersection  of  the  given  plane  with 
the  plane  through  the  centre  and  the  given  line.  Say  the  projection  is  always  a 
line,  then  if  the  figure  is  such  that  the  two  planes  are  parallel,  the  projection  is 
the  intersection  of  the  given  plane  by  a  parallel  plane,  or  it  is  the  system  of  points 
at  infinity  on  the  given  plane,  that  is,  these  points  at  infinity  are  regarded  as  situate 
on  a  given  line,  the  line  infinity  of  the  given  plane*. 

Ke verting  to  the  purely  plane  theory,  infinity  is  a  line,  related  like  any  other 
right  line  to  the  curve,  and  thus  intersecting  it  in  m  points,  real  or  imaginary,  distinct 
or  coincident. 

Descartes  in  the  G^omdtrie  defined  and  considered  the  remarkable  curves  called 
after  him  ovals  of  Descartes,  or  simply  Cartesians,  which  will  be  again  refeiTed  to. 
The  next  important  work,  founded  on  the  GSom4trie,  was  Sir  Isaac  Newton's  Enumeratio 
linearum  tertii  ordinis  (1706),  establishing  a  eiaasification  of  cubic  curves  founded  chiefly 
on  the  nature  of  their  infinite  branches,  which  was  in  some  details  completed  b}- 
StirHng,  Murdoch,  and  Cramer;  the  work  contains  also  the  remarkable  theorem  (to  be 
again  referred  to),  that  there  are  five  kinds  of  cubic  curves  giving  by  their  projections 
every  cubic  curve  whatever. 

Various  properties  of  curves  in  general,  and  of  cubic  curves,  are  established  in 
Maclaurin's  memoii',  "  De  linearum  geometricarum  prop rietati bus  generalibus  Tractatus " 
(posthumous,  say  1746,  published  in  the  6th  edition  of  his  Algebra).  We  have  in  it 
a  particular  kind  of  correspondence  of  two  points  on  a  cubic  curve,  viz.  two  points 
correspond  to  each  other  when  the  tangents  at  the  two  points  again  meet  the  cubic 
in  the  same  point. 

*  More  generaJlj,  in  solid  geometry  infinity  is  a  plane,— its  ioterseotion  with  any  given  plane  being  the 
right  line  which  is  the  infinity  of  this  given  plane. 
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The  G4om4trie  Descriptive  by  Monge  was  written  in  the  year  1794  or  1795 
(7th  edition,  Paris,  1847),  and  in  it  we  find  stated,  in  piano  with  regard  to  the  circle, 
and  in  three  dimensions  with  regard  to  a  surface  of  the  second  order,  the  fundamental 
theorem  of  reciprocal  polars,  viz.  "  Given  a  surface  of  the  second  order  and  a  circum- 
scribed conic  surface  which  touches  it ...  .  then  if  the  conic  surface  moves  so  that  its 
summit  is  always  in  the  same  plane,  the  plane  of  the  curve  of  contact  passes  always 
through  the  same  point."  The  theorem  is  here  referred  to  partly  on  account  of  its 
bearing  on  the  theory  of  imaginaries  in  geometry.  It  is,  in  Brianchon's  memoir  "  Sur 
les  surfaces  du  second  degr^"  (Jour.  Polyt.,  t.  vi,,  1806),  shown  how  for  any  given 
position  of  the  summit  the  plane  of  contact  is  determined,  or  reciprocally ;  say  the 
plane  XY  is  determined  when  the  point  P  is  given,  or  reciprocally;  and  it  is  noticed 
that  when  P  is  situate  in  the  interior  of  the  surface  the  plane  XY  does  not  cut 
the  surface ;  that  is,  we  have  a  real  plane  XY  intersecting  the  surface  in  the  imaginary 
curve  of  contact  of  the  imaginary  circumscribed  cone  having  for  its  summit  a  given 
real  point  P  inside  the  surface. 

Stating  the  theorem  in  regard  to  a  conic,  we  have  a  real  point  P  (called  the 
pole)  and  a  real  line  XY  (called  the  polar),  the  line  joining  the  two  (real  or  imaginary) 
points  of  contact  of  the  (real  or  imaginary)  tangents  drawn  from  the  point  to  the  conic ; 
and  the  theorem  is  that  when  the  point  describes  a  line  the  line  passes  through  a 
point,  this  line  and  point  being  polar  and  pole  to  each  other.  The  term  "  pole "  was 
tirst  used  by  Servois,  and  "polar"  by  Gergonne  (Gerg.,  t.  i.  and  HI.,  1810 — 13);  and 
from  the  theorem  we  have  the  method  of  reciprocal  poiars  for  the  transformation  of 
geometrical  theorems,  used  already  by  Brianchou  (in  the  memoir  above  referred  to)  for 
the  demonstration  of  the  theorem  called  by  his  name,  and  in  a  similar  manner  by 
various  writers  in  the  earlier  volumes  of  Gergonne,  We  are  here  concerned  with  the 
method  less  in  itself  than  as  leading  to  the  general  notion  of  duality.  And,  bearing 
in  a  somewhat  similar  manner  also  on  the  theory  of  imaginaries  in  geometry  (but  the 
notion  presents  itself  in  a  more  explicit  form),  there  is  the  memoir  by  Gaultier,  on 
the  graphical  construction  of  circles  and  spheres  {Jour.  Polyt.,  t.  ix.,  1813).  The  well- 
known  theorem  as  to  radical  axes  may  be  stated  as  follows.  Consider  two  circles 
partially  drawn  so  that  it  does  not  appear  whether  the  eirclea,  if  completed,  would  or 
would  not  intersect  in  real  points,  say  two  arcs  of  circles;  then  we  can,  by  means  of 
a  third  circle  di-awn  so  as  to  intersect  in  two  real  points  each  of  the  two  arcs, 
determine  a  right  line,  which,  if  the  complete  circles  intersect  in  two  real  points,  passes 
through  the  points,  and  which  is  on  this  account  regarded  as  a  line  passing  through 
two  (real  or  imaginary)  points  of  intersection  of  the  two  circles.  The  construction  in 
fact  is,  join  the  two  points  in  which  the  third  circle  meets  the  iirst  arc,  and  join 
also  the  two  points  in  which  the  third  cii-cle  meets  the  second  arc,  and  from  the 
point  of  intersection  of  the  two  joining  lines,  let  fall  a  perpendicular  on  the  line 
joining  the  centre  of  the  two  circles ;  this  perpendicular  (considered  as  an  indefinite 
line)  is  what  Gaultier  terms  the  "  radical  axis  of  the  two  circles " ;  it  is  a  line 
determined  by  a  real  construction  and  itself  always  real ;  and  by  what  precedes  it  is 
the  line  joining  two  (real  or  imaginary,  as  the  case  may  be)  intersections  of  the  given 
circles. 
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The  intersections  which  He  on  the  radical  axis  are  two  out  of  the  four  inter- 
sections of  the  two  circles.  The  question  as  to  the  remaining  two  intersections  did 
not  present  itself  to  Gatiltier,  but  it  is  answered  in  Poncelet's  Traite  des  proprietes 
projectives  (1822),  where  we  find  (p.  49)  the  statement,  "deux  circles  places  arbitraire- 
ment  sur  un  p]an...ont  id^alement  deux  points  imaginaires  communs  a  rinfini";  that 
is,  a  circle  qua  curve  of  the  second  order  is  met  by  the  line  infinity  in  two  points ; 
but,  more  than  this,  they  are  the  same  two  points  for  any  circle  whatever.  The 
points  in  question  have  since  been  called  (it  is  believed  iirst  by  Dr  Salmon)  the 
circular  points  at  infinity,  or  they  may  be  called  the  circular  points;  these  are  also 
frequently  spoken  of  as  the  points  I,  J;  and  we  have  thus  the  circle  characterized 
as  a  conic  which  passes  through  the  two  circular  points  at  infinity ;  the  number  of 
conditions  thus  imposed  upon  the  conic  is  =2,  and  there  remain  three  arbitrary  con- 
stants, which  is  the  right  number  for  the  circle.  Poncelet  throughout  his  work  makes 
continual  use  of  the  foregoing  theories  of  imaginaries  and  infinity,  and  also  of  the 
before-mentioned  theory  of  reciprocal  polars. 

Poncelet's  two  memoirs  "  Sur  les  centres  des  moyennes  harmoniques,"  and  "  Sur  la 
theorie  g^n^rale  des  polaires  reciproques,"  although  presented  to  the  Paris  Academy  in 
1824  were  only  published  (Crelle,  t,  lu.  and  iv.,  1828,  1829),  subsequent  to  the  memoir 
by  Gergonne,  "  Considerations  philosophiques  sur  les  ^l^mens  de  la  science  de  I'^tendue  " 
(Gerg.,  t.  xvi.,  1825 — 26).  In  this  memoir  by  Gergonne,  the  theory  of  duality  is  very 
clearly  and  explicitly  stated ;  for  instance,  we  find  "  dans  la  gdometrie  plane,  k  chaque 
th^orfeme  il  en  r^pond  n^cessairemcnt  un  autre  qui  s'en  d^duit  en  ^changeant  simple- 
ment  entre  eux  les  deux  mots  points  et  droites;  tandis  que  dans  la  geomt^trie  de 
i'espace  ce  sont  les  mots  points  et  plans  qu'il  faut  echanger  entre  eux  pour  passer  d'un 
theor^me  k  son  correlatif " ;  and  the  plan  is  introduced  of  printing  correlative  theorems, 
opposite  to  each  other,  in  two  columns.  There  was  a  reclamation  as  to  priority  by 
Poncelet  m  the  Bulletin  Universel  reprinted  with  remarks  by  Gergonne  (Gerg.,  t.  xix., 
1827),  and  followed  by  a  short  paper  by  Gergonne,  "  Rectifications  de  quelques  th^oremes, 
&c.,"  which  is  important  as  first  introducing  the  word  class.  Wc  find  in  it  explicitly 
the  two  correlative  definitions : — "  a  plane  curve  is  said  to  be  of  the  mth  degree  (order) 
when  it  has  with  a  line  m  real  or  ideal  intersections,"  and  "  a  plane  curve  is  said  to 
be  of  the  mth  class  when  fi-om  any  point  of  its  plane  there  can  be  drawn  to  it  m  real 
or  ideal  tangents." 

It  may  be  remarked  that  in  Poncelet's  memoir  on  reciprocal  polars,  above  referred 
to,  we  have  the  theorem  that  the  number  of  tangents  from  a  point  to  a  curve  of 
the  order  m,  or  say  the  class  of  the  curve,  is  in  general  and  at  most  =m(m-l), 
and  that  he  mentions  that  this  number  is  subject  to  reduction  when  the  curve  has 
double  points  or  cusps. 

The  theorem  of  duality  as  regards  plane  figures  may  be  thus  stated  :^two  figures 
may  correspond  to  each  other  in  such  manner  that  to  each  point  and  line  in  either 
figure  there  corresponds  in  the  other  figure  a  line  and  point  respectively.  It  is  to 
be  understood  that  the  theorem  extends  to  all  points  or  fines,  drawn  or  not  drawn ; 
thus  if  in  the  first  figure  there  are  any  number  of  points  on  a  line  drawn  or  not 
drawn,  the   corresponding   lines   in  the   second   figure,  produced   if  necessary,   must  meet 
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in  a  point.  And  we  thus  see  how  the  theorem  extends  to  curves,  their  points  and 
tangents :  if  there  is  in  the  first  figure  a  curve  of  the  order  m,  any  line  meets  it 
in  m  points ;  and  hence  from  the  coiTeaponding  point  in  the  second  figure  there  must 
be  to  the  con-esponding  curve  m  tangents ;  that  is,  the  corresponding  curve  must  be 
of  the  class  m. 

Triiinear  coordinates  (to  be  again  referred  to)  were  first  used  by  Bobillier  in  the 
memoir,  "  Essai  aur  un  nouveau  mode  de  recherche  des  propri^tes  de  I'^tendue " 
(Gerg.,  t.  XVIII.,  1827 — 28).  It  is  convenient  to  use  these  rather  than  Cartesian  coordi- 
nates. We  represent  a  curve  of  the  order  m  by  an  equation  ("Ja;,  y,  a)"*  =  0,  the 
function  on  the  left-hand  being  a  homogeneous  rational  and  integral  function  of  the 
order  m  of  the  three  coordinates  (a,  y,  e);  clearly,  the  number  of  constants  is  the 
same  as  for  the  equation  {*^x,  y,  1)™  =  0  in  Cartesian  coordinates. 

The  theory  of  duality  is  considered  and  developed,  but  chiefly  in  regard  to  its 
metrical  applications,  by  Chasles  in  the  "M^moire  de  g&m^trie  sur  deux  principes 
g^n^raux  de  la  science,  la  dualite  et  i'homographie,"  which  forms  a  sequel  to  the 
"Aper9u  historique  sur  I'origine  et  le  d^veloppemeut  des  m^thodes  en  g^om^trie " 
{Mem.  de  Brux.,  t.  xi.,  18-37). 

We  now  come  to  Pliicker ;  his  "  six  equations "  were  given  in  a  short  memoir  in 
Crelle  (1842)  preceding  his  great  work,  the  Theorie  der  algebraisclien  Gurven  (1844). 

Plucker  first  gave  a  scientific  dual  definition  of  a  curve,  viz.  "  A  curve  is  a  locus 
generated  by  a  point,  and  enveloped  by  a  line, — the  point  moving  continuously  along 
the  line,  while  the  line  rotates  continuously  about  the  point " ;  the  point  is  a  point 
(ineunt)  of  the  curve,  the  line  is  a  tangent  of  the  curve. 

And,  assuming  the  above  theory  of  geometrical  imaginaries,  a  curve  such  that  m 
of  its  points  are  situate  in  an  arbitrary  line  is  said  to  be  of  the  order  m;  a  curve 
such  that  n  of  its  tangents  pass  through  an  arbitraiy  point  is  said  to  be  of  the 
class  n;  as  already  appearing,  this  notion  of  the  order  and  the  class  of  a  curve  is,  how- 
ever, due  to  Gergonne.  Thus  the  line  is  a  curve  of  the  order  1  and  the  class  0 ; 
and  corresponding  dually  thereto,  we  have  the  point  as  a  curve  of  the  order  0  and  the 
class  1. 

Pliicker  moreover  imagined  a  system  of  line -coordinates  (tangential  coordinates). 
The  Cartesian  coordinates  (x,  y)  and  triiinear  coordinates  («,  y,  z)  are  point-coordinates 
for  determining  the  position  of  a  point;  the  new  coordinates,  say  (^,  ij,  i^),  are  line- 
coordinates  for  determining  the  position  of  a  line.  It  is  possible,  and  (not  so  much 
for  any  application  thereof  as  in  order  to  more  fully  establish  the  analogy  between 
the  two  kinds  of  coordinates)  important,  to  give  independent  quantitative  definitions 
of  the  two  kinds  of  coordinates;  but  we  may  also  derive  the  notion  of  line-coordinates 
from  that  of  point- coordinates ;  viz.  taking  ^x -i- ■riy  +  ^z  =  0  to  be  the  equation  of  a 
line,  we  say  that  (f,  tj,  J^)  are  the  line- coordinates  of  this  line.  A  linear  relation 
a^+^  +  c^^a  between  these  coordinates  determines  a  point,  viz.  the  point  whose 
point-coordinates  are  {a,  b,  c);  in  fact,  the  equation  in  question  a|^-l-fe?? -l-c^=0  expresses 
that  the  equation  ^x+iiy  -^-i^z^O,  where  {x,  y,  z)  are  current  point-coordinates,  is 
on   writing  therein  x,  y,  z  —  a,  b,  c ;   or  that  the  line  in  question  passes  through 
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the  point  (a,  h,  c).  Thus  (f,  jj,  ^)  are  the  line -coordinates  of  any  line  whatever ;  but 
when  these,  instead  of  being  absolutely  arbitrary,  are  subject  to  the  restriction 
a^  +  bif  +  c^=0,  this  obliges  the  line  to  pass  through  a  point  (a,  b,  c);  and  the  last- 
mentioned  equation  a^+  br}  +  C^=0  is  considered  as  the  line-equation  of  this  point. 

A  line  has  only  a  point- equation,  and  a  point  has  only  a  line-equation ;  but  any  other 
curve  has  a  point-equation  and  also  a  line-equation ;  the  point-equation  {»~§_a:,  y,  z)™  =  0 
is  the  relation  which  is  satisfied  by  the  point- coordinates  {x,  y,  z)  of  each  point  of 
the  curve;  and  similarly  the  line-equation  ("jj^,  i),  i^"=0  is  the  relation  which  is 
satisfied  by  the  line-coordinates  {^,  tj,  ^)  of  each  line  (tangent)  of  the  curve. 

There  is  in  analytical  geometry  little  occasion  for  any  explicit  use  of  line -coordinates ; 
but  the  theory  is  very  important;  it  serves  to  show  that,  in  demonstrating  by  point- 
coordinates  any  purely  descriptive  theorem  whatever,  we  demonstrate  the  correlative 
theorem ;  that  is,  we  do  not  demonstrate  the  one  theorem,  and  then  (as  by  the  method 
of  reciprocal  polars)  deduce  from  it  the  other,  but  we  do  at  one  and  the  same  time 
demonstrate  the  two  theorems ;  our  {x,  y,  z)  instead  of  meaning  point-coordinates  may 
mean  line-coordinates,  and  the  demonstration  is  then  in  every  step  of  it  a  demonstration 
of  the  correlative  theorem. 

The  above  dual  generation  explains  the  nature  of  the  singularities  of  a  plane 
curve.     The  ordinary  singularities,  arranged  according  to  a  cross  division,  are 

Proper.  Improper. 

The  stationary  point,  2.     The  double  point,  or  node ; 


_  ,        ,       ,     .  -         fl.     The  stationary  point 
Point -singulaiities — -i  .      , 

°  cusp,  or  spmode ; 


..        .       ,     -. -  (3.     The  stationary  tangent,  4.     Ihe  double  tangent; — 

Lme-singulanties —  <  .    ,,     .  °  ° 

°  [or  inflexion ; 

arising  as  follows  i — 

1.  The  cusp ;  the  point  as  it  travels  along  the  line  may  come  to  rest,  and  then 
reverse  the  direction  of  its  motion, 

3.  The  stationary  tangent :  the  line  may  in  the  course  of  its  rotation  come  to 
rest,  and  then  reverse  the  direction  of  its  rotation, 

2,  The  node :  the  point  may  in  the  course  of  its  motion  come  to  coincide  with 
a  former  position  of  the  point,  the  two  positions  of  the  line  not  in  general  coinciding. 

4.  The  double  tangent:  the  line  may  in  the  course  of  its  motion  come  to  coin- 
cide with  a  former  position  of  the  line,  the  two  positions  of  the  point  not  in  general 
coinciding. 

It  may  be  remai-ked  that  we  cannot  with  a  I'eal  point  and  line  obtain  the  node 
with  two  imaginary  tangents  (conjugate  or  isolated  point,  or  acnode),  nor  again  the  real 
double  tangent  with  two  imaginary  points  of  contact ;  but  this  is  of  little  consequence, 
since  in  the  general  theory  the  distinction  between  real  and  imaginary  is  not 
attended   to. 

The  singularities  (1)  and  (3)  have  been  termed  proper  singulaiities,  and  (2)  and 
(4)   improper;    in    each    of    the    first -mentioned    cases    there    is    a    real    singularity,   or 
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peculiarity  in  the  motion;  in  the  other  two  cases  there  is  not;  in  (2)  there  is  not 
when  the  point  is  first  at  the  node,  or  when  it  is  secondly  at  the  node,  any  peculiarity 
in  the  motion ;  the  singularity  consists  in  the  point  coming  twice  into  the  same 
position ;  and  so  in  (4)  the  singularity  is  in  the  line  coming  twice  into  the  same 
position.  Moreover  (1)  and  (2)  are,  the  former  a  proper  singularity,  and  the  latter  an 
improper  singularity,  as  regards  the  motion  of  the  point ;  and  similarly  (3)  and  (4)  are, 
the  former  a  proper  singularity,  and  the  latter  an  improper  singularity,  as  regards  the 
motion  of  the  line. 

But  as  regards  the  representation  of  a  curve  by  an  equation,  the  case  is  very 
different. 

First,  if  the  equation  be  in  point-coordinates,  (3)  and  (4)  are  in  a  sense  not 
singularities  at  all.  The  curve  (*\a!,  y,  3)'"  =  0,  or  general  curve  of  the  order  m,  has 
double  tangents  and  inflexions;  (2)  presents  itself  as  a  singularity,  for  the  equations 
d.(*5^,  y,  zr  =  Q,  dyi^-^x,  y,  i>r  =  0,  d,{*\x,  y,  sr  =  0,  implying  {*\x,  y,  s^^O,  are 
not  in  general  satisfied  by  any  values  {a,  b,  c)  whatever  of  (a;,  y,  z),  but  if  such 
values  exist,  then  the  point  (a,  h,  c)  is  a  node  or  double  point;  and  (1)  presents 
itself  as  a  further  singularity  or  sub-case  of  (2),  a  cusp  being  a  double  point  for  which 
the  two  tangents  become  coincident. 

In  line-coordinates  all  is  reversed: — (1)  and  (2)  ai'e  not  singularities;  (3)  pre- 
sents itself  as  a  sub-case  of  (4). 

The  theory  of  compound  singularities  will  be  refen-ed  to  further  on. 

In  regard  to  the  ordinary  singularities,  we  have 

rii,   the  order. 


&       „     number  of  double  points, 
(       „  „  cusps, 

T      „  „  double  tangents, 

«      „  „  inflexions ; 

I  this  being  so,  Pliicker'a  "  six  equations "  are 

(1)  n  =    m(m-l)-2g-3>c, 

(2)  t   =  3m  (m  -  2)  -  68  -  8k, 

(3)  T  =im(m-2)(m^-9)-(m=-m-6)(2S-l-3«)-|-28(S-l)-)-6SK-l-^K{«- 

(4)  m=   n(n-l)-2T-Bt, 

(5)  K  =3/i{«-2)-6T-8t, 

(6)  S=i«(«-2)(7i'-9)-0i=-H-6)(2T-^3O+2T(T-l)-F6T(-Ffi((-l). 
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It  is  easy  to  derive  the  further  forms — 

m 

.-«                             -3(n-.»), 

(8) 

2(t-!)                           -     («-«.)(..+». 

<9) 

i™(m  +  3)-8-2«          -i»(«  +  .3)-T- 

(10) 

i(»_l)(™_2)-S-«  =  i("-l)(»-2)- 

(11,  12 

)m--28-3«                       =)i"-2t-3.,  =>j 

[786 


the  whole  system  being  equivalent  to  three  equations  only :  and  it  may  be  added  that, 
using  a  to  denote  the  equal  quantities  3m  +  i  and  3ji  +  «,  everything  may  be  expressed 
in  terms  of  m,  n,  a.     We  have 


It  is  implied  in  Pliicker's  theorem  that,  m,  n,  h,  k,  r,  i  signifying  as  above  in 
regard  to  any  curve,  then  in  regard  to  the  reciprocal  curve  n,  m,  t,  i,  8,  k  will  have 
the  same  significations,  viz.  for  the  reciprocal  curve  these  letters  denote  respectively 
the  order,  class,  number  of  nodes,  cusps,  double  tangents,  and  inflexions. 

The  expression  ^m(wi  + 3)  — S  — 2«  is  that  of  the  number  of  the  disposable  con- 
stants in  a  curve  of  the  order  m  with  8  nodes  and  «  cusps  (in  fact  that  there  shall 
be  a  node  is  1  condition,  a  cusp  2  conditions):  and  the  equation  (9)  thus  expresses 
that  the  curve  and  its  reciprocal  contain  each  of  them  the  same  number  of  disposable 
constants. 

For  a  curve  of  the  order  m,  the  expression  ^m(m— 1)  — 8  — k  is  termed  the 
"deficiency"  (as  to  this  more  hereafter);  the  equation  (10)  expresses  therefore  that 
the  curve  and  its  reciprocal  have  each  of  them  the  same  deficiency. 

The  relations  m^  — 2S  — 3k  =  »),'  — 2t  — St,  =m  +  n,  present  themselves  in  the  theorj' 
of  envelopes,  as  will  appear  further  on. 

With  regai-d  to  the  demonstration  of  Pliicker's  equations  it  is  to  be  remarked 
that  we  are  not  able  to  write  down  the  equation  in  point-coordinates  of  a  curve  of 
the  order  m,  having  the  given  numbers  8  and  «  of  nodes  and  cusps.  We  can  only 
use  the  general  equation  (*^x,  y,  s)"' =  0,  say  for  shortness  m  =  0,  of  a  curve  of  the 
mth  order,  which  equation,  so  long  as  the  coefficients  remain  arbitrary,  represents  a 
curve  without  nodes  or  cusps.  Seeking  then,  for  this  curve,  the  values  n,  i,  t  of  the 
class,  number  of  inflexions,  and  number  of  double  tangents, — first,  as  regards  the  class, 
this  is  equal  to  the  number  of  tangents  which  can  be  drawn  to  the  curve  from  an 
arbitrary  point,  or  what  is  the  same  thing,  it  is  equal  to  the  number  of  the  points 
of  contact  of  these  tangents.  The  points  of  contact  are  found  as  the  intersections  of 
the  curve  u  —  0  by  a  curve  depending  on  the  position  of  the  arbitrary  point,  and 
called   the   "first   polar"   of  this   point;    the   order   of    the    first    polar   is    =m  — 1,   and 
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the  number  of  intersections  is  thus  =m(m-  1).  But  it  can  be  shown,  analytically  or 
geometrically,  that  if  the  given  curve  has  a  node,  the  first  polar  passes  through  this 
node,  which  therefore  counts  as  two  intersections :  and  that  if  the  curve  has  a  cusp, 
the  first  polar  passes  through  the  cusp,  touching  the  curve  there,  and  hence  the  cusp 
counts  as  three  intersections.  But,  as  is  evident,  the  node  or  cusp  is  not  a  point  of 
contact  of  a  proper  tangent  from  the  arbitrary  point;  we  have,  therefore,  for  a  node 
a  diminution  2,  and  for  a  cusp  a  diminution  3,  in  the  number  of  the  intersections ; 
and  thus,  for  a  curve  vvith  B  nodes  and  /c  cusps,  there  is  a  diminution  28  +  3/c,  and 
the  value  of  n  is  n  =  m{m  —  l)  —  2B  —  Sic. 

Secondly,  as  to  the  inflexions,  the  process  is  a  similar  one ;  it  can  be  shown  that 
the  inflexions  are  the  intersections  of  the  curve  by  a  derivative  curve  called  (after 
Hesse,  who  first  considered  it)  the  Hessian,  defined  geometrically  as  the  locus  of  a 
point  such  that  its  conic  polar  in  regard  to  the  curve  breaks  up  into  a  pair  of  lines, 
and  which  has  an  equation  H  =  (i,  where  H  is  the  determinant  formed  with  the  second 
differential  coefficients  of  ii  in  regard  to  the  variables  {a:,  y,  z)\  H^Q  is  thus  a  curve 
of  the  order  3  (m  -  2),  and  the  number  of  inflexions  is  =  3m  (m  -  2).  But  if  the  given 
curve  has  a  node,  then  not  only  the  Hessian  passes  through  the  node,  but  it  has 
there  a  node  the  two  branches  at  which  touch  respectively  the  two  branches  of  the 
curve,  and  the  node  thus  counts  as  six  intersections ;  so  if  the  curve  has  a  cusp, 
then  the  Hessian  not  only  passes  through  the  cusp,  but  it  has  there  a  cusp  through 
which  it  again  passes,  that  is,  there  is  a  cuspidal  branch  touching  the  cuspidal  branch 
of  the  curve,  and  besides  a  simple  branch  passing  through  the  cusp,  and  hence  the 
cusp  counts  as  eight  intersections.  The  node  or  cusp  is  not  an  inflexion,  and  we  have 
thus  for  a  node  a  diminution  6,  and  for  a  cusp  a  diminution  8,  in  the  number  of 
the  intersections ;  hence  for  a  curve  with  S  nodes  and  k  cusps,  the  diminution  is 
=  68+ 8k,  and   the  number  of  inflexions  is  i  =  3m(m  — 2)— 68  — 8«, 

Thirdly,  for  the  double  tangents ;  the  points  of  contact  of  these  are  obtained  as  the 
intersections  of  the  curve  by  a  curve  n  =  0,  which  has  not  as  yet  been  geometrically 
defined,  but  which  is  found  analytically  to  be  of  the  order  (m  ~  2)  (m'  -  9} ;  the 
number  of  intersections  is  thus  =  m(m -2)(m-- 9);  but  if  the  given  curve  has  a  node 
then  there  is  a  diminution  =  4  (m^  —  m  -  6),  and  if  it  has  a  cusp  then  there  is  a 
diminution  =  6  (m?  —  m  —  6),  where,  however,  it  is  to  be  noticed  that  the  factor 
(rti^-m— 6)  is  in  the  case  of  a  curve  having  only  a  node  or  only  a  cusp  the  number 
of  the  tangents  which  can  be  drawn  from  the  node  or  cusp  to  the  curve,  and  is  used 
as  denoting  the  number  of  these  tangents,  and  ceases  to  be  the  correct  expression 
if  the  number  of  nodes  and  cusps  is  greater  than  unity.  Hence,  in  the  case  of  a 
curve  which  has  8  nodes  and  k  cusps,  the  apparent  diminution  2  (m=.  — »i.— 6)(28  +  3k)  is 
too  great,  and  it  has  in  fact  to  be  diminished  by  2  {28(8  — l)  +  68K  +  f «(«  — 1)),  or  the 
half  thereof  is  4  for  each  pair  of  nodes,  6  for  each  combination  of  a  node  and  cusp,  and 
9  for  each  pair  of  cusps.  We  have  thus  finally  an  expression  for  2t,  =m(m-2)(m^-9)-&c.; 
or  dividing  the  whole  by  2,  we  have  the  expression  for  t  given  by  the  third  of 
Plucker's  equations. 

It  is  obvious  that  we  cannot  by  consideration  of  the  equation  « =  0  in  point- 
coordinates   obtain  the   remaining   three   of  Plucker's  equations ;   they  might  be  obtained 
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in  a  precisely  analogous  manner  by  means  of  the  equation  u  =  0  in  line -coordinates, 
but  they  follow  at  once  from  the  principle  of  duality,  viz.  they  are  obtained  by  the 
mere  interchange  of  m,  B,  k  with  n,  t,  i  respectively. 

To  complete  Pliicker'a  theory  it  is  necessary  to  take  account  of  compound  singu- 
larities ;  it  might  be  possible,  but  it  is  at  any  rate  difficult,  to  effect  this  by  considering 
the  curve  as  in  course  of  description  by  the  point  moving  along  the  rotating  line ; 
and  it  seems  easier  to  consider  the  compound  singularity  as  arising  from  the  variation 
of  an  actually  described  curve  with  ordinary  singularities.  The  most  simple  case  is 
when  three  double  points  come  into  coincidence,  thereby  giving  rise  to  a  triple  point ; 
and  a  somewhat  more  complicated  one  is  when  we  have  a  cusp  of  the  second  kind, 
or  node-cusp  arising  from  the  coincidence  of  a  node,  a  cusp,  an  inflexion,  and  a  double 
tangent,  as   shown   in   the   annexed   figure,  which   represents  the  singularities   as   on   the 


point  of  coalescing.  The  general  conclusion  (see  Caylcy,  Quart.  Math.  Jour.  t.  VII.,  1866, 
[374],  "  On  the  higher  singularities  of  a  plane  curve  ")  is  that  eveiy  singularity  whatever 
may  he  considered  as  compounded  of  ordinary  singularities,  say  we  have  a  singularity  =  B' 
nodes,  k'  cusps,  t'  double  tangents,  and  t'  inflexions.  So  that,  in  fact,  Pliicker's  equations 
properly  understood  apply  to  a  curve  with  any  singularities  whatever. 

By  means  of  Pliicker's  equations  we  may  form  a  table — 
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Tlie  table  is  airanged  according  to  the  value  of  m;  and  we  have  m—0,  Ji  =  l,  the 
point;  m—l,  »  =  0,  the  line;  m  =  2,  n  =  2,  the  conic;  of  m=3,  the  cubic,  there  are 
three  cases,  the  class  being  6,  4,  or  3,  according  as  the  curve  is  withoiit  singularities, 
or  as  it  has  1  node,  or  1  cusp ;  and  so  of  m  =  4,  the  quartic,  there  are  nine  cases, 
where  observe  that  in  two  of  them  the  class  is  =  6, — the  reduction  of  class  axising  from 
two  cusps  or  else  from  three  nodes.  The  nine  cases  may  be  also  grouped  together 
into  four,  according  as  the  number  of  nodes  and  cusps  (S  +  «)  is  =0,  1,  2,  or  3. 

The  cases  may  be  divided  into  sub-cases,  by  the  consideration  of  compound  singu- 
larities ;  thus  when  m  —  4,  n  =  6,  =3,  the  three  nodes  may  be  all  distinct,  which  is  the 
general  case,  or  two  of  them  may  unite  together  into  the  singularity  called  a  tacnode, 
or  all  three  may  unite  together  into  a  triple  point,  or  else  into  an  oscnode. 

We  may  further  consider  the  intiexions  and  double  tangents,  as  well  in  general  a.s 
ill  regard  to  cubic  and  quartic  curves. 

The  expression  for  the  number  of  inflexions  3m  (m  —  2)  for  a  curve  of  the  order 
nt  was  obtained  analytically  by  Pliicker,  but  the  theory  was  first  given  in  a  complete 
form  by  Hesse  in  the  two  papers  "Ueber  die  Elimination,  u.s.w.,"  and  "Ueber  die 
Wendepuncte  der  Curven  drilter  Ordnung"  {Grelle,  t.  XXViii.,  1844);  in  the  latter  of 
these  the  points  of  inflexion  are  obtained  as  the  intorsections  of  the  curve  m  =  0 
mth  the  Hessian,  or  curve  A  =  0,  where  A  is  the  determinant  formed  with  the  second 
derived  functions  of  m.  We  have  in  the  Hessian  the  first  instance  of  a  covariant  of 
a  ternary  form.  The  whole  theory  of  the  inflexions  of  a  cubic  curve  is  discussed 
in  a  very  interesting  manner  by  means  of  the  canonical  form  of  the  equation 
a^  +  y^  +  ^  +  &l:^z—0;  and  in  particular  a  proof  is  given  of  Pliicker's  theorem  that  the 
nine  points  of  inflexion  of  a  cubic  curve  lie  by  threes  in  twelve  lines. 

It  may  be  noticed  that  the  nine  inflexions  of  a  cubic  curve  are  three  real,  six 
imaginary;  the  three  real  inilexions  lie  in  a  line,  as  was  known  to  Newton  and 
Maclaurin.  For  an  acnodal  cubic  the  six  imaginary  inflexions  disappear,  and  there 
remain  three  real  inflexions  lying  in  a  line.  For  a  crunoda!  cubic,  the  six  inflexions 
which  disappear  are  two  of  them  real,  the  other  four  imaginary,  and  there  remain  two 
imaginary  inflexions  and  one  real  inflexion.  For  a  cuspidal  cubic  the  six  imaginary 
inflexions  and  two  of  the  real  inflexions  disappear,  and  there  remains  one  real  inflexion. 

A  quartic  curve  has  24  inflexions;  it  was  conjectured  by  Salmon,  and  has  been 
verified  recently  by  Zeuthen,  that  at  most  8  of  these  are  real. 

The  expression  ^m(m- 2)  (m^  -  9)  for  the  number  of  double  tangents  of  a  curve 
oi'  the  order  m  was  obtained  by  Pliicker  only  as  a  consequence  of  his  first,  second, 
fourth,  and  fifth  equations.  An  investigation  by  means  of  the  curve  11  =  0,  which  by 
its  intersections  with  the  given  curve  determines  the  points  of  contact  of  the  double 
tangents,  is  indicated  by  Cayley,  "Recherches  sur  lelimination  et  la  thferie  des  courbes", 
{Grelle,  t.  xsxiv.,  1847),  [53];  and  in  part  carried  out  by  Hesse  in  the  memoir  "Ueber 
Curven  dritter  Ordnung"  (Crelle,  t.  xxxvi.,  1848).  A  better  process  was  indicated  by 
Salmon  in  the  "Note  on  the  double  tangents  to  plane  curves,"  Phil.  Mag.  18.58; 
considering  the  m  —  2  points  in  which  any  tangent  to  the  curve  again  meets  the 
G.   XI.  60 


Hosted  by 


Google 


474  CURVE.  [785 

curve,  he  showed  how  to  form  the  equation  of  a  curve  of  the  order  (m  —  2),  giving 
by  its  intersection  with  the  tangent  the  points  in  question ;  making  the  tangent  touch 
this  curve  of  the  order  {m  — 2),  it  will  be  a  double  tangent  of  the  original  curve. 
See  Cayley,  "  On  the  Double  Tangents  of  a  Plane  Curve ",  {Phtl.  Trans,  t.  CXLVIII., 
1859),  [260],  and  DeiBch  {Math.  Ann.  t.  vii.,  1874).  The  solution  is  still  in  so  far 
incomplete  that  we  have  no  properties  of  the  curve  II  =  0,  to  distinguish  one  such 
curve  from  the  several  other  curves  which  pass  through  the  points  of  contact  of  the 
double   tangents. 

A  quartic  curve  has  28  double  tangents,  their  points  of  contact  determined  as  the 
intersections  of  the  curve  by  a  curve  11=0  of  the  order  14,  the  equation  of  which 
in  a  very  elegant  form  was  first  obtained  by  Hesse  (1849).  Investigations  in  regard 
to  them  are  given  by  Pliicker  in  the  Theorie  der  algebraischen  Ourven,  and  in  two 
memoirs  by  Hesse  and  Steiner  (Crelle,  t.  XLV„  1856),  in  respect  to  the  triads  of  double 
tangents  which  have  their  points  of  contact  on  a  conic,  and  other  like  relations.  It 
was  assumed  by  Plucker  that  the  number  of  real  double  tangents  might  be  28,  16, 
8,  4,  or  0,  but  Zeuthen  has  recently  found  that  the  last  case  does  not  exist. 

The  Hessian  A  has  just  been  spoken  of  as  a  covariant  of  the  form  u ;  the 
notion  of  invariants  and  co variants  belongs  rather  to  the  form  ii  than  to  the  curve 
« =  0  represented  by  means  of  this  form ;  and  the  theory  may  be  very  briefly  referred 
to.  A  curve  u=0  may  have  some  invariantive  property,  viz.  a  property  independent 
of  the  particular  axes  of  coordinates  used  in  the  representation  of  the  curve  by  its 
equation;  for  instance,  the  curve  may  have  a  node,  and  in  order  to  this,  a  relation, 
say  j1  =  0,  must  exist  between  the  coefficients  of  the  equation ;  supposing  the  axes  of 
coordinates  altered,  so  that  the  equation  becomes  u'  =  0,  and  writing  A' =  0  for  the 
relation  between  the  new  coettScients,  then  the  relations  j1  =  0,  A'  =0,  as  two  different 
expressions  of  the  same  geometrical  property,  must  each  of  them  imply  the  other ; 
this  can  only  be  the  case  when  A,  A'  are  functions  differing  only  by  a  constant  factor, 
or  say,  when  il  is  an  invariant  of  u.  If,  however,  the  geometrical  property  requires 
two  or  more  relations  between  the  coeflicients,  say  ^  =  0,  B  =  (),  &c.,  then  we  must 
have  between  the  new  coefficients  the  like  relations,  A'  =  0,  B'  —  O,  &c.,  and  the  two 
systems  of  equations  must  each  of  them  imply  the  other ;  when  this  is  so,  the  system 
<if  equations,  ^  =  0,  .8  =  0,  &e.,  is  said  to  be  invariantive,  but  it  does  not  follow  that 
A,  B,  &c.,  are  of  necessity  invariants  of  u.  Similarly,  if  we  have  a  curve  U—  0  derived 
from  the  curve  w  =  0  in  a  manner  independent  of  the  particular  axes  of  coordinates, 
then  from  the  transformed  equation  u'  —  O  deriving  in  like  manner  the  curve  17' =0, 
the  two  equations  11=0,  lf  =  (i  must  each  of  them  imply  the  other;  and  when  this 
is  so,  U  will  be  a  covariant  of  w.  The  case  is  less  frequent,  but  it  may  arise,  that 
there  are  covariant  systems  U  =  0,  V=0,  &c.,  and  U'  =  0,  V'  =  0,  &c.,  each  implying  the 
other,  but  where  the  functions  U,  V,  &c.,  are  not  of  necessity  covariants  of  u. 

The  theory  of  the  invariants  and  covariants  of  a  ternary  cubic  function  u  has  been 
studied  in  detail,  and  brought  into  connexion  with  the  cubic  curve  m  =  0 ;  but  the 
theory  of  the  invariants  and  covariants  for  the  next  succeeding  case,  the  ternary  quartic 
function,  is  still  very  incomplete. 
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In  further  illtistrabion  of  the  Pliickerian  dual  generation  of  a  curve,  we  may  con- 
sider the  question  of  the  envelope  of  a  variable  curve.  The  notion  is  very  probably 
older,  but  it  is  at  any  rate  to  be  found  in  Lagrange's  'Tkeorie  des  foncUons  anah/tiques 
(1798):  it  is  there  remarked  that  the  equation  obtained  by  the  elimination  of  the 
parameter  a  from  an  equation  f(w,  y,  a)  =  0  and  the  derived  equation  in  respect  to  a 
is  a  curve,  the  envelope  of  the  series  of  curves  represented  by  the  equation  /  {x,  y,a)  =  0 
in  question.  To  develope  the  theory,  consider  the  curve  corresponding  to  any  particular 
value  of  the  parameter ;  this  has  with  the  consecutive  curve  (or  curve  belonging  to 
the  consecutive  value  of  the  parameter)  a  certain  number  of  intersections,  and  of 
common  tangents,  which  may  be  considered  as  the  tangents  at  the  intersections ;  and 
the  so-called  envelope  is  the  curve  which  is  at  the  same  time  generated  by  the  points 
of  intersection  and  enveloped  by  the  common  tangents ;  we  have  thus  a  dual  gener- 
ation. But  the  question  needs  to  be  further  examined.  Suppose  that  in  general  the 
variable  curve  is  of  the  order  m  with  8  nodes  and  k  cusps,  and  therefore  of  the  class 
n  with  T  double  tangents  and  t  inflexions,  m,  n,  8,  k,  r,  i  being  connected  by  the 
Pliickerian  equations, — the  number  of  nodes  or  cusps  may  be  greater  for  particular  values 
of  the  pai'ameter,  but  this  is  a  speciality  which  may  be  here  disregarded.  Considering 
the  variable  curve  corresponding  to  a  given  value  of  the  parameter,  or  say  simply  the 
variable  curve,  the  consecutive  curve  has  then  also  8  and  «  nodes  and  cusps,  con- 
secutive to  those  of  the  variable  curve ;  and  it  is  easy  to  see  that  among  the 
intersections  of  the  two  curves  we  have  the  nodes  each  counting  twice,  and  the  cusps 
each  counting  three  times;  the  number  of  the  remaining  intersections  is  =  m^— 28— 3*. 
Similarly  among  the  common  tangents  of  the  two  curves  we  have  the  double  tangents 
each  counting  twice,  and  the  stationary  tangents  each  counting  three  times,  and  the 
number  of  the  remaining  common  tangents  is  =rt^— 2t  — 3t  (=m^— 28— 3«,  inasmuch 
as  each  of  these  numbers  is  as  was  seen  =m-Mi).  At  any  one  of  the  m^~28  — 3/e 
points  the  variable  curve  and  the  consecutive  curve  have  tangents  distinct  from  yet 
infinitesimally  near  to  each  other,  and  each  of  these  two  tangents  is  also  infiuitesiraally 
near  to  one  of  the  n^— 2t  — 3t  common  tangents  of  the  two  curves;  whence,  attending 
only  to  the  variable  curve,  and  considering  the  consecutive  curve  as  coming  into  actual 
coincidence  with  it,  the  n^  —  It  —  3(  common  tangents  are  the  tangents  to  the  variable 
curve  at  the  m'  —  28  —  3k  points  respectively,  and  the  envelope  is  at  the  same  time 
generated  by  the  m"— 28  — 3k  points,  and  enveloped  by  the  w^— 2t  — St  tangents;  we 
have  thus  a  dual  generation  of  the  envelope,  which  only  differs  from  Pliicker's  dual 
generation,  in  that  in  place  of  a  single  point  and  tangent  we  have  the  group  of 
m'  —  lh  —  ^K  points  and  ji^-2t  — 3(  tangents. 

The  parameter  which  determines  the  vaiiable  curve  may  be  given  as  a  point  upon 
a  given  curve,  or  say  as  a  parametric  point ;  that  is,  to  the  different  positions  of  the 
parametric  point  on  the  given  curve  correspond  the  different  variable  curves,  and  the 
nature  of  the  envelope  will  thus  depend  on  that  of  the  given  curve  ;  we  have  thus 
the  envelope  as  a  derivative  curve  of  the  given  curve.  Many  well-known  derivative 
curves  present  themselves  in  this  manner ;  thus  the  variable  curve  may  be  the  normal 
(or  line  at  right  angles  to  the  tangent)  at  any  point  of  the  given  curve ;  the  inter- 
section  of  the   consecutive  normals  is  the  centre  of  curvature  ;   and  we  have  the  evolute 
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as  at  once  the  locus  of  the  centre  of  curvature  and  the  envelope  of  the  normal.  It 
may  be  added  that  the  given  curve  is  one  of  a  series  of  curves,  each  cutting  the 
several  normals  at  right  angles.  Any  one  of  these  is  a  "parallel"  of  the  given  curve; 
and  it  can  be  obtained  as  the  envelope  of  a  circle  of  constant  radius  having  its  centre 
on  the  given  curve.  We  have  in  like  manner,  as  derivatives  of  a  given  curve,  the 
caustic,  catacaustic,  or  diacaustie,  as  the  case  may  be,  and  the  secondary  caustic,  or 
curve  cutting  at  right  angles  the  reflected  or  refracted  rays. 

We  have  in  much  that  precedes  disregarded,  or  at  least  been  indifferent  to,  reality; 
it  is  only  thus  that  the  conception  of  a  curve  of  the  mth  order,  as  one  which  is 
met  by  every  right  line  in  m  points,  is  arrived  at ;  and  the  curve  itself,  and  the  line 
which  cuts  it,  although  both  are  tacitly  assumed  to  be  real,  may  perfectly  well  be 
imaginary.  For  real  figures  we  have  the  general  theorem  that  imaginary  intersections,  &c,, 
present  themselves  in  conjugate  pairs:  hence,  in  particular,  that  a  curve  of  an  even 
order  is  met  by  a  line  in  an  even  number  (which  may  be  =  0)  of  points  ;  a  curve 
of  an  odd  order  in  an  odd  number  of  points,  hence  in  one  point  at  least ;  it  will  be  seen 
further  on  that  the  theorem  may  be  generalized  in  a  remarkable  manner.  Again,  when 
there  is  in  question  only  one  pair  of  points  or  Lines,  these,  if  coincident,  miist  be  real; 
thus,  a  line  meets  a  cubic  curve  in  three  points,  one  of  them  real,  the  other  two  real 
or  imaginary;  but  if  two  of  the  intereections  coincide  they  must  be  real,  and  we  have 
a  line  cutting  a  cubic  in  one  real  point  and  touching  it  in  another  real  point.  It 
may  be  remarked  that  this  is  a  limit  separating  the  two  cases  where  the  intersec- 
tions are  all  real,  and  where  they  are  one  real,  two  imaginarj'. 

Considering  always  real  curves,  we  obtain  the  notion  of  a  branch ;  any  portion 
capable  of  description  by  the  continuous  motion  of  a  point  is  a  branch;  and  a  curve 
consists  of  one  or  more  branches.  Thus  the  curve  of  the  first  order  or  right  line 
consists  of  one  branch;  but  in  curves  of  the  second  order,  or  conies,  the  ellipse  and 
the  parabola  consist  each  of  one  branch,  the  hyperbola  of  two  branches,  A  branch 
is  either  re-entrant,  or  it  extends  both  ways  to  infinity,  and  in  this  case,  we  may 
regard  it  as  consisting  of  two  legs  (crura,  Newton),  each  extending  one  way  to  infinity, 
but  without  any  definite  separation.  The  branch,  whether  re-entrant  or  infinite,  may 
have  a  cusp  or  cusps,  or  it  may  cut  itself  or  another  branch,  thus  having  or  giving 
rise  to  crunodes ;  an  acnode  is  a  branch  by  itself, — it  may  be  considered  as  an 
indefinitely  small  re-entrant  branch.  A  branch  may  have  inflexions  and  double  tangents, 
or  there  may  be  double  tangents  which  touch  two  distinct  branches ;  there  are  also 
double  tangents  with  imaginary  points  of  contact,  which  are  thus  lines  having  no  visible 
connexion  with  the  curve.  A  re-entrant  branch  not  cutting  itself  may  be  everywhere 
convex,  and  it  is  then  properly  said  to  be  an  oval ;  but  the  term  oval  may  be  used 
more  generally  for  any  re-entrant  branch  not  cutting  itself;  and  we  may  thus  speak 
of  a  once  indented,  twice  indented  oval,  &c.,  or  even  of  a  cuspidate  oval.  Other 
descriptive  names  for  ovals  and  re-entrant  branches  cutting  themselves  may  be  used 
when  required ;  thus,  in  the  last-mentioned  case  a  simple  form  is  that  of  a  figure  of 
eight ;  such  a  form  may  break  up  into  two  ovals,  or  into  a  doubly  indented  oval  or 
hour-glass.  A  form  which  presents  itself  is  when  two  ovals,  one  inside  the  other, 
unite,  so   as  to  give  rise  to  a  crunode — in  default  of  a  better  name  this  may  be  called. 
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after  the  curve  of  that  name,  a  lima^on,  Names  may  also  be  used  for  the  different 
forma  of  infinite  branches,  but  we  have  first  to  consider  the  distinction  of  hyperbolic 
and  parabolic.  The  leg  of  an  infinite  branch  may  have  at  the  extremity  a  tangent ; 
this  is  an  asymptote  of  the  curve,  and  the  leg  is  then  hyperbolic;  or  the  leg  may 
tend  to  a  fixed  direction,  but  so  that  the  tangent  goes  further  and  further  off  to 
infinity,  and  the  leg  is  then  parabolic ;  a  branch  may  thus  be  hyperbolic  or  parabolic 
as  to  its  two  legs ;  or  it  may  be  hyperbolic  as  to  one  leg,  and  parabolic  as  to  the 
other.  The  epithets  hyperbolic  and  parabolic  are  of  course  derived  from  the  conies  hyper- 
bola and  parabola  respectively.  The  nature  of  the  two  kinds  of  branches  is  best  under- 
stood by  considering  them  as  projections,  in  the  same  way  as  we  in  effect  consider  the 
hyperbola  and  the  parabola  as  projections  of  the  ellipse.  If  a  line  fl  cut  an  arc  aa',  so 
that  the  two  segments  «&,  ha'  lie  on  opposite  sides  of  the  hne,  then  projecting  the 
figure  so  that  the  line  fl  goes  off  to  infinity,  the  tangent  at  h  is  projected  into  the 
asymptote,  and  the  arc  ah  is  projected  into  a  hyperbolic  leg  touching  the  asymptote 
at  one  extremity;  the  arc  ha!  will  at  the  same  time  be  projected  into  a  hyperbolic 
leg  touching  the  same  asymptote  at  the  other  extremity  (and  on  the  opposite  side), 
but  so  that  the  two  hyperbohc  legs  may  or  may  not  belong  to  one  and  the  same 
branch.  And  we  thus  see  that  the  two  hyperbolic  legs  belong  to  a  simple  inter- 
section of  the  curve  by  the  line  infinity.  Next,  if  the  line  il  touch  at  h  the  arc  aa' 
so  that  the  two  portions  (i&',  &a  lie  on  the  same  side  of  the  line  fl,  then  projecting 
the  figure  as  before,  the  tangent  at  &,  that  is,  the  line  il  itself,  is  projected  to  infinity; 
the  arc  ah  is  projected  into  a  parabolic  leg,  and  at  the  same  time  the  arc  ha'  is 
projected  into  a  parabolic  leg,  having  at  infinity  the  same  direction  as  the  other  leg, 
but  so  that  the  two  legs  may  or  may  not  belong  to  the  same  branch.  And  we  thus 
see  that  the  two  parabohc  legs  represent  a  contact  of  the  line  infinity  with  the 
curve, — the  point  of  contact  being  of  course  the  point  at  infinity  determined  by  the 
common  direction  of  the  two  legs.  It  will  readily  be  understood  how  the  like  con- 
siderations apply  to  other  cases, — for  instance,  if  the  line  fi  is  a  tangent  at  an  inflexion, 
passes  through  a  crunodc,  or  touches  one  of  the  branches  of  a  erunode,  &c. ;  thus,  if 
the  line  fl  passes  through  a  erunode  we  have  pairs  of  hyperbolic  legs  belonging  to 
two  parallel  asymptotes.  The  foregoing  considerations  also  show  (what  is  very  important) 
how  different  branches  are  connected  together  at  infinity,  and  lead  to  the  notion  of 
a  complete  branch,  or  circuit. 

The  two  legs  of  a  hyperbolic  branch  may  belong  to  different  asymptotes,  and  in 
this  case  we  have  the  forms  which  Newton  calls  inscribed,  circumscribed,  ambigene,  &c. ; 
or  they  may  belong  to  the  same  asymptote,  and  in  this  case  we  have  the  serpentine 
form,  where  the  branch  cuts  the  asymptote,  so  as  to  touch  it  at  its  two  extremities 
on  opposite  sides,  or  the  conchoidal  form,  where  it  touches  the  asymptote  on  the  same 
side.  The  two  legs  of  a  parabolic  branch  may  converge  to  ultimate  parallelism,  as  in 
the  conic  parabola,  or  diverge  to  ultimate  parallelism,  as  in  the  semi-cubical  parabola 
y  =  a^,  and  the  branch  is  said  to  be  convergent,  or  divergent,  accordingly ;  or  they 
may  tend  to  parallelism  in  opposite  senses,  as  in  the  cubical  parabola  y^a?.  As 
mentioned  with  regard  to  a  branch  generally,  an  infinite  branch  of  any  bind  may  have 
cusps,  or,  by  cutting  itself  or  another  branch,  may  have  or  give  rise  to  a  erunode,  &c. 
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We  may  now  consider  the  various  forms  of  cubic  curves,  as  appearing  by  Newton's 
Enumeratio,  and  by  the  figures  belonging  thereto.  The  species  are  reckoned  as  72, 
which  are  numbered  accordingly  1  to  72;  but  to  these  should  be  added  10",  13",  22", 
and  22''.  It  is  not  intended  here  to  consider  the  division  into  species,  nor  even  com- 
pletely that  into  genera,  but  only  to  explain  the  principle  of  classification.  It  may 
be  remarked  generally  that  there  are  at  most  three  infinite  branches,  and  that  there 
may  besides  be  a  re-eotrant  branch  or  oval. 

The  genera  may  be  arranged  as  follows; — 

1,  2,  3,  4  redundant  hyperbolas, 

5,  6  defective  hyperbolas, 

7,  8  parabolic  hyperbolas, 

9  hyperbolisms  of  hyperbola, 

10  „  „         ellipse, 

11  ,,  „         parabola, 

12  trident  curve, 

13  divergent  parabolas, 

14  cubic  parabola; 

and,  thus  arranged,  they  correspond  to  the  different  relations  of  the  line  infinity  to  the 
curve.  First,  if  the  three  intersections  by  the  line  infinity  are  all  distinct,  we  have 
the  hyperbolas ;  if  the  points  are  real,  the  redundant  hyperbolas,  with  three  hyperbolic 
branches ;  but  if  only  one  of  them  is  real,  the  defective  hyperbolas,  with  one  hyperbolic 
branch.  Secondly,  if  two  of  the  intersections  coincide,  say  if  the  line  infinity  meets 
the  curve  in  a  onefold  point  and  a  twofold  point,  both  of  them  real,  then  there  is 
always  one  asymptote  :  the  line  infinity  may  at  the  twofold  point  touch  the  curve,  and 
we  have  the  parabolic  hyperbolas;  or  the  twofold  point  may  be  a  singular  point, — 
via.  a  crunode  giving  the  hyperbolisms  of  the  hyperbola ;  an  acnode,  giving  the  hyper- 
bolisms of  the  ellipse ;  or  a  cusp,  giving  the  hyperbolisms  of  the  parabola.  As  regards 
the  so-called  hyperbolisms,  observe  that  (besides  the  single  asymptote)  we  have  in  the 
case  of  those  of  the  hyperbola  two  parallel  asymptotes ;  in  the  case  of  those  of  the 
ellipse  the  two  parallel  asymptotes  become  imaginary,  that  is,  they  disappear,  and  in 
the  case  of  those  of  the  parabola  they  become  coincident,  that  is,  there  is  here  an 
ordinary  asymptote,  and  a  special  asymptote  answering  to  a  cusp  at  infinity.  Thirdly, 
the  three  intersections  by  the  line  infinity  may  be  coincident  and  real;  or  say  wc 
have  a  threefold  point :  this  may  be  an  inflexion,  a  crunode,  or  a  cusp,  that  is,  the 
line  infinity  may  be  a  tangent  at  an  inflexion,  and  we  have  the  divergent  parabolas : 
a  tangent  at  a  crunode  to  one  branch,  and  we  have  the  trident  curve ;  or  lastly,  a 
tangent  at  a  cusp,  and  we  have  the  cubical  parabola. 

It  is  to  be  remarked  that  the  classification  mixes  together  non-singular  and  singular' 
curves,  in  fact,  the  five  kinds  presently  referred  to:  thus  the  hyperbolas  and  the 
divergent   parabolas   include    curves    of   ever}'   kind,   the   separation   being   made    in    the 
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s ;  the  hyperbolisms  of  the  hyperbola  and  ellipse,  and  the  trident  curve,  are  nodal ; 
the  hyperbolisms  of  the  parabola,  and  the  cubical  parabola,  are  cuspidal.  The  divergent 
parabolas  are  of  five  species  which  respectively  belong  to  and  determine  the  five  kinds 
of  cubic  curves;  Newton  gives  (in  two  short  paragraphs  without  any  development)  the 
remarkable  theorem  that  the  five  divergent  parabolas  by  their  shadows  generate  and 
exhibit  all  the  cubic  curves. 

The  five  divergent  parabolas  are  curves  each  of  them  symmetrical  with  regard  to 
an  axis.  There  are  two  non-singular  kinds,  the  one  with,  the  other  without,  an  oval, 
but  each  of  them  has  an  infinite  (as  Newton  describes  it)  campaniform  branch;  this 
cuts  the  axis  at  right  angles,  being  at  first  convex,  but  ultimately  concave,  towards 
the  axis,  the  two  legs  continually  tending  to  become  at  right  angles  to  the  axis.  The 
oval  may  unite  itself  with  the  infinite  branch,  or  it  may  dwindle  into  a  point,  and 
we  have  the  crunodal  and  the  acnodal  forms  respectively ;  or  if  simultaneously  the  oval 
dwindles  into  a  point  and  unites  itself  to  the  infinite  branch,  we  have  the  cuspidal 
form.  Drawing  a  line  to  cut  any  one  of  these  curves  and  projecting  the  line  to  infinity, 
it  would  not  be  difficult  to  show  how  the  line  should  be  drawn  in  order  to  obtain  a 
curve  of  any  given  species.  We  have  herein  a  better  principle  of  classification;  con- 
sidering cubic  curves,  in  the  first  instance,  according  to  singularities,  the  curves  are 
non-singular,  nodal  (viz.  crunodal  or  acnodal),  or  cuspidal;  and  we  see  further  that 
there  are  two  kinds  of  non-singular  curves,  the  complex  and  the  simplex.  There  is 
thus  a  complete  division  into  the  five  kinds,  the  complex,  simplex,  crunodal,  acnodal, 
and  cuspidal.  Each  singular  kind  presents  itself  as  a  limit  separating  two  kinds  of 
inferior  singularity;  the  cuspidal  separates  the  cninodal  and  the  acnodal,  and  these  last 
separate  from  each  other  the  complex  and  the  simplex. 

The  whole  question  is  discussed  very  fully  and  ably  by  Mobius  in  the  memoir 
"Ueber  die  Grundformen  der  Linien  dritter  Ordnung"  (Abh.  der  K.  Sacks.  Ges.  zu 
Leipzig,  1. 1.,  1852;  Ges.  Werke,  t.  r.).  The  author  considers  not  only  plane  curves,  but  also 
cones,  or,  what  is  almost  the  same  thing,  the  spherical  curves  which  are  their  sections 
by  a  concentric  sphere.  Stated  in  regard  to  the  cone,  we  have  there  the  fimdamental 
theorem  that  there  are  two  different  kinds  of  sheets :  viz.  the  single  sheet,  not  sepa- 
rated into  two  parts  by  the  vertex  (an  instance  is  afforded  by  the  plane  considered 
as  a  cone  of  the  first  order  generated  by  the  motion  of  a  line  about  a  point),  and 
the  double  or  twin-pair  sheet,  separated  into  two  parts  by  the  vertex  (as  in  the  cone 
of  the  second  order).  And  it  then  appears  that  there  are  two  kinds  of  non-singular 
cubic  cones,  viz.  the  simplex,  consisting  of  a  single  sheet,  and  the  complex,  consisting 
of  a  single  sheet  and  a  twin-pair  sheet;  and  we  thence  obtain  (as  for  cubic  curves)  the 
crunodal,  the  acnodal,  and  the  cuspidal  kinds  of  cubic  cones.  It  may  be  mentioned 
that  the  single  sheet  is  a  sort  of  wavy  form,  having  upon  it  three  lines  of  inflexion, 
and  which  is  met  by  any  plane  through  the  vertex  in  one  or  in  three  lines;  the 
twin-pair  sheet  has  no  lines  of  inflexion,  and  resembles  in  its  form  a  cone  on  an 
oval  base. 

In  general  a  cone  consists  of  one  or  more  single  or  twin-pair  sheets,  and  if  we 
consider  the  section  of  the  cone  by  a  plane,  the  curve  consists  of  one  or  more  com- 
plete  branches,   or  say   circuits,   each   of   them   the   section   of  one   sheet   of    the    cone ; 
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thus,  a  cone  of  the  second  order  is  one  twin-pair  sheet,  and  any  section  of  it  is  one 
circuit  composed,  it  may  be,  of  two  branches.  But  although  we  thus  arrive  by  pro- 
jection at  the  notion  of  a  circuit,  it  is  not  necessary  to  go  out  of  the  plane,  and 
we  may  (with  Zeuthen,  using  the  shorter  term  circuit  for  his  c&mplete  branch)  define  a 
circuit  as  any  portion  (of  a  curve)  capable  of  description  by  the  continuous  motion 
of  a  point,  it  being  understood  that  a  passage  through  infinity  is  permitted.  And  we 
then  say  that  a  curve  consists  of  one  or  more  circuits ;  thus  the  right  line,  or  curve 
of  the  iirst  order,  consists  of  one  circuit ;  a  curve  of  the  second  order  consists  of  one 
circuit ;   a  cubic  curve  consists  of  one  circuit  or  else  of  two  circuits. 

A  circuit  is  met  by  any  right  line  always  in  an  even  number,  or  always  in  an 
odd  number,  of  points,  and  it.  is  said  to  be  an  even  circuit  or  an  odd  circuit 
accordingly ;  the  right  line  is  an  odd  circuit,  the  conic  an  even  circuit.  And  we  have 
then  the  theorem,  two  odd  circuits  intersect  in  an  odd  number  of  points ;  an  odd  and 
an  even  circuit,  or  two  even  circuits,  in  an  even  number  of  points.  An  even  circuit 
not  cutting  itself  divides  the  plane  into  two  parts,  the  one  called  the  internal  part, 
incapable  of  containing  any  odd  circuit,  the  other  called  the  external  part,  capable  of 
containing  an  odd  circuit. 

We  may  now  state  in  a  more  convenient  form  the  fundamental  distinction  of  the 
kinds  of  cubic  curve.  A  non-singular  cubic  is  simplex,  consisting  of  one  odd  circuit, 
or  it  is  complex,  consisting  of  one  odd  circuit  and  one  even  circuit.  It  may  be  added 
that  there  are  on  the  odd  circuit  three  inflexions,  but  on  the  even  circuit  no  inflexion ; 
it  hence  also  appears  that  from  any  point  of  the  odd  circuit  there  can  be  drawn  to 
the  odd  circuit  two  tangents,  and  to  the  even  circuit  (if  any)  two  tangents,  but  that 
from  a  point  of  the  even  circuit  there  cannot  be  drawn  (either  to  the  odd  or  the 
even  circuit)  any  real  tangent;  consequently,  in  a  simplex  curve  the  number  of  tangents 
from  any  point  is  two ;  but  in  a  complex  curve  the  number  is  four,  or  none,— four  if 
the  point  is  on  the  odd  circuit,  none  if  it  is  on  the  even  circuit.  It  at  once  appears 
from  inspection  of  the  figure  of  a  non- singular  cubic  curve,  which  is  the  odd  and 
which  the  even  circuit.  The  singular  kinds  arise  as  before ;  in  the  crunodal  and  the 
cuspidal  kinds  the  whole  curve  is  an  odd  circuit,  but  in  the  acnodal  kind  the  acnode 
must  be  regarded  as  an  even  circuit. 

The  analogous  question  of  the  classification  of  quartics  (in  particular  non-singular 
quartics  and  nodal  quartics)  is  considered  in  Zeuthen's  memoir  "  Sur  les  diff^rentes 
formes  dea  courbes  planes  du  quatrifeme  ordrc"  (Math.  Ann.  t.  vir.,  1874).  A  non- 
singular  quartic  has  only  even  circuits ;  it  has  at  most  four  circuits  external  to  each 
other,  or  two  circuits  one  internal  to  the  other,  and  in  this  last  case  the  internal 
circuit  has  no  double  tangents  or  inflexions,  A  very  remarkable  theorem  is  established 
as  to  the  double  tangents  of  such  a  quartic : — distinguishing  as  a  double  tangent  of 
the  first  kind  a  real  double  tangent  which  either  twice  touches  the  same  circuit,  or 
else  touches  the  curve  in  two  imaginary  points,  the  number  of  the  double  tangents 
of  the  first  kind  of  a  non-singular  quartic  is  =  4 ;  it  follows  that  the  quartic  has  at 
most  8  real  inflexions.  The  forms  of  the  non-singular  quartics  ai'e  very  numerous,  but 
it  is  not  necessary  to  go  further  into  the  question. 
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We  may  coosider  in  relation  to  a  curve,  not  only  the  line  iniinity,  but  also  the 
circular  points  at  infinity ;  assuming  the  curve  to  be  real,  these  present  themselves 
always  conjointly;  thus  a  circle  is  a  conic  passing  through  the  two  circular  points,, 
and  is  thereby  distinguished  from  other  conies.  Similarly  a  cubic  through  the  two 
circular  points  is  termed  a  circular  cubic;  a  quartic  through  the  two  points  is  termed 
a  circular  quartic,  and  if  it  passes  twice  through  each  of  them,  that  is,  has  each  of 
them  for  a  node,  it  is  termed  a  bicircular  quartic.  Such  a  quartic  is  of  course  binodal 
(m  =  4,  8  =  2,  K  =  0) ;  it  has  not  in  general,  but  it  may  have,  a  third  node,  or  a  cusp. 
Or  again,  we  may  have  a  quartic  curve  having  a  cusp  at  each  of  the  circular  points: 
such  a  curve  is  a  "  Cartesian,"  it  being  a  complete  definition  of  the  Cartesian  to  say 
that  it  is  a  bicuspidal  quartic  curve  (m  =  4,  B  =  0,  k  =  2),  having  a  cusp  at  each  of  the 
cii-cular  points.  The  circular  cubic  and  the  bicircular  quartic,  together  with  the  Cartesian 
(being  in  one  point  of  view  a  particular  case  thereof),  are  interesting  curves  which 
have  been  much  studied,  generally,  and  in  reference  to  their  focal  properties. 

The  points  called  foci  presented  themselves  in  the  theory  of  the  conic,  and  were 
well  known  to  the  Greek  geometers,  but  the  general  notion  of  a  focus  was  first 
established  by  Plucker,  in  the  memoir  "Ueber  solche  Puncte  die  bei  Curven  einer 
hyhercn  Ordnung  den  Brennpuncten  der  Kegclschnitte  entsprechen,"  {Crelle,  t.  x.,  1833). 
We  may  from  each  of  the  circular  points  draw  tangents  to  a  given  curve ;  the  inter- 
section of  two  such  tangents  (belonging  of  course  to  the  two  circular  points  respectively) 
is  a  focus.  There  will  be  from  each  circular  point  X  tangents  (X,  a  number  depending 
on  the  class  of  the  curve  and  its  relation  to  the  line  infinity  and  the  circular  points, 
=  2  for  the  general  conic,  1  for  the  parabola,  2  for  a  circular  cubic  or  a  bicircular 
quartic,  &c.);  the  X  tangents  from  the  one  circular  point  and  those  from  the  other 
circular  point  intersect  in  X  real  foci  (viz.  each  of  these  is  the  only  real  point  on 
each  of  the  tangents  through  it),  and  in  X'  — X  imaginary  foci;  each  pair  of  real  foci 
determines  a  pair  of  imaginary  foci  (the  so-called  antipoints  of  the  two  real  foci),  and 
the  iX(X  — 1)  pairs  of  real  foci  thus  determine  the  X^  — X  imaginary  foci.  There  are 
in  some  cases  points  termed  centres,  or  singular  or  multiple  foci  (the  nomenclature  is 
unsettled),  which  are  the  intersections  of  improper  tangents  from  the  two  circular  points 
respectively;  thus,  in  the  circular  cubic,  the  tangents  to  the  curve  at  the  two  circular 
points  respectively  (or  two  imaginary  asymptotes  of  the  curve)  meet  in  a  centre. 

The  notions  of  distance  and  of  lines  at  right  angles  are  connected  with  the  circular 
points ;  and  almost  every  construction  of  a  curve  by  means  of  lines  of  a  determinate 
length,  or  at  right  angles  to  each  other,  and  (as  such)  mechanical  constructions  by 
means  of  linkwork,  give  rise  to  curves  passing  the  same  definite  number  of  times 
through  the  two  circular  points  respectively,  or  say  to  circular  curves,  and  in  which 
the  fixed  centres  of  the  construction  present  themselves  as  ordinarj-,  or  as  singular, 
foci.  Thus  the  general  curve  of  three-bar  motion  (or  locus  of  the  vertex  of  a  triangle, 
the  other  two  vertices  whereof  move  on  fixed  circles)  is  a  trieircular  sextic,  having 
besides  three  nodes  (m  =  6,  5  =  3  -)-  3  +  3,  =9),  and  having  the  centres  of  the  fixed  circles 
each  for  a  singular  focus ;  there  is  a  third  singular  ibcus,  and  we  have  thus  the  remark- 
able theorem  (due  to  Mr  S.  Roberts)  of  the  triple  generation  of  the  curve  by  means 
of  the  three  several  pairs  of  singular  foci. 
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Again,  the  normal,  qua  line  at  right  angles  to  the  tangent,  is  connected  with  the 
circular  points,  and  these  accordingly  present  themselves  in  the  be  fore -mentioned  theories 
of  evolutes  and  parallel  curves. 

We  have  several  recent  theories  which  depend  on  the  notion  of  correspondence : 
two  points  whether  in  the  same  plane  or  in  different  planes,  or  on  the  same  curve 
or  in  different  curves,  may  determine  each  other  in  such  wise  that  to  any  given 
position  of  the  first  point  there  correspond  a'  positions  of  the  second  point,  and  to 
any  given  position  of  the  second  point  a  positions  of  the  first  point;  the  two  points 
have  then  an  (a,  a)  correspondence;  and  if  a,  a'  are  each  =1,  then  the  two  points 
have  a  (1,  1)  or  rational  correspondence.  Connecting  with  each  theory  the  author's 
name,  the  theories  in  question  are — Riemann,  the  rational  transformation  of  a  plane 
curve ;  Cremona,  the  rational  transformation  of  a  plane ;  and  Chasles,  correspondence  of 
points  on  the  same  curve,  and  united  points.  The  theory  first  referred  to,  with  the 
resulting  notion  of  Geschlecht,  or  deficiency,  is  more  than  the  other  two  an  essential 
part  of  the  theory  of  curves,  but  they  will  all  be  considered. 

Eiemann's  results  are  contained  in  the  memoirs  on  "  Theoric  der  Abel'schen 
Functionen,"  (Crelle,  t.  liv,,  1857) ;  and  we  have  next  Clebsch,  "  Ueber  die  Singularitaten 
algebraischer  Curven,"  {Crelle,  t.  Lxv.,  1865),  and  Cayley,  "On  the  Transformation  of 
Plane  Curves,"  (Proc.  Land.  Math.  Soc.  t.  i.,  1865,  [384]).  The  fundamental  notion  of 
the  rational  transformation  is  as  follows  : — 

Taking  u,  X,  Y,  Z  to  be  rational  and  integral  functions  (X,  Y,  Z  all  of  the  same 
order)  of  the  coordinates  {x,  y,  z),  and  u',  X' ,  Y',  Z'  rational  and  integral  functions 
(X',  F',  Z'  all  of  the  same  order)  of  the  coordinates  {of,  y',  z"),  we  transform  a  given 
curve  w  =  0,  by  the  equations  x'  :  y'  :  ^  =  X  :  Y  :  Z,  thereby  obtaining  a  transformed 
curve  w'  =  0,  and  a  converse  set  of  equations  m  :  y  :  z=X'  :  Y'  :  Z' ;  viz.  assuming 
that  this  is  so,  the  point  {w,  y,  z)  on  the  curve  m  =  0  and  the  point  («',  y',  z")  on 
the  curve  m'  =  0  will  be  points  having  a  (1,  1)  correspondence.  To  show  how  this  is, 
observe  that  to  a  given  point  (x,  y,  z)  on  the  curve  w  =  0  there  corresponds  a  single 
point  {x',  y',  z')  determined  by  the  equations  of  -.y' :  z'  =  X  :  Y :  Z ;  from  these  equations 
and  the  equation  i*  =  0  eliminating  x,  y,  z  we  obtain  the  equation  «.'  =  0  of  the  trans- 
formed curve.  To  a  given  point  {x',  y',  /)  not  on  the  curve  u'  —  0  there  corresponds, 
not  a  single  point,  but  the  system  of  points  {x,  y,  z)  given  by  the  equations 
a;'  :  ;/'  :  /  =  X  :  Y  :  Z,  viz.  regarding  x',  /,  z'  as  constants  (and  to  fix  the  ideas, 
assuming  that  the  curves  X=0,  F  =  0,  Z=0  have  no  common  intersections),  these  are 
the  points  of  intersection  of  the  curves  X  :  F  :  Z=  x'  :  y"  :  z,  but  no  one  of  these 
points  is  situate  on  the  curve  m  =  0.  If,  however,  the  point  {x',  i/,  z')  is  situate  on 
the  curve  u'  =  0,  then  one  point  of  the  system  of  points  in  question  is  situate  on  the 
curve  w  =  0,  that  is,  to  a  given  point  of  the  curve  w'  =  0  there  corresponds  a  single 
point  of  the  curve  u  —  Q;  and  hence  also  this  point  must  be  given  by  a  system  of 
equations  such  as  x  :  y  :  z  =  X'  :   Y'  :  Z'. 

It  is  an  old  and  easily  proved  theorem  that,  for  a  curve  of  the  order  m,  the 
number  S  +  k  of  nodes  and  cusps  is  at  most  =|  (m  — l)(m— 2);  for  a  "iven  curve  the 
deficiency  of  the   actual   number   of  nodes   and  cusps  below  this  maximum   number,  viz. 
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^(wi— l)(m— 2)  — S  —  K,   is   the   "  Geschlecht,"   or   "deficiency,"   of  the   curve,   say  this  is 
=  -D.     When   D  =  0,   the  cwrve  is  said  to  be  imicursal,  when  =1,  bicursal,  and  so  on. 

The  general  theorem  is  that  two  curves  corresponding  rationally  to  each  other  have 
the  same  deficiency.  In  particular,  a  curve  and  its  reciprocal  have  this  rational  or 
(1,  1)  correspondence,  and  it  has  been  already  seen  that  a  curve  and  its  reeiprcKial 
have  the  same  deficiency. 

A  curve  of  a  given  order  can  in  generaJ  be  rationally  transformed  into  a  curve 
of  a  lower  order ;  thus  a  curve  of  any  order  for  which  2)  =  0,  that  is,  a  unicursal 
curve,  can  be  transformed  into  a  line;  a  curve  of  any  order  having  the  deficiency  1 
or  2  can  be  rationally  transformed  into  a  curve  of  the  order  D  +  2,  deficiency  D ;  and 
a  curve  of  any  order  deficiency  =  or  >  3  can  be  rationally  transformed  into  a  curve  of 
the  order  D  +  S,  deficiency  B. 

Taking  as',  i/,  z  as  coordinates  of  a  point  of  the  transformed  curve,  and  in  its 
equation  writing  ic'  :  y'  :  /  =  1  :  ^  :  0  we  have  0  a  certain  irrational  function  of  8,  and 
the  theorem  is  that  the  coordinates  le,  y,  z  of  any  point  of  the  given  curve  can  be 
expressed  as  proportional  to  rational  and  integral  functions  of  d,  ^,  that  is,  of  6  and 
a  certain  irrational  function  of  8. 

In  particular,  if  i>  =  0,  that  is,  if  the  given  curve  be  unicursal,  the  transformed 
curve  is  a  line,  ^  is  a  mere  linear  function  of  8,  and  the  theorem  is  that  the 
coordinates  x,  y,  s  of  a  point  of  the  unicursal  curve  can  be  expressed  as  proportional 
to  rational  and  integral  functions  of  ^ ;  it  is  easy  to  see  that  for  a  given  curve  of 
the  order  to,  these  functions  of  8  must  be  of  the  same  order  m. 

If  D  =  \,  then  the  transformed  curve  is  a  cubic;  it  can  be  shown  that  in  a  cubic, 
the  axes  of  coordinates  being  properly  chosen,  0  can  be  expressed  as  the  square  root 
of  a  quartie  function  of  8\  and  the  theorem  is  that  the  coordinates  x,  y,  z  of  a, 
point  of  the  bicursal  curve  can  be  expressed  as  proportional  to  rational  and  integral 
functions  of  8,  and  of  the  square  root  of  a  quartie  function  of  6. 

And  so  if  I>=  2,  then  the  transformed  curve  is  a  nodal  quartie ;  c^  can  be  ex- 
pressed as  the  square  root  of  a  sextic  function  of  8,  and  the  theorem  is,  that  the 
coordinates  x,  y,  s  of  a,  point  of  the  tricursal  curve  can  be  expressed  as  proportional 
to  rational  and  integral  functions  of  8,  and  of  the  square  root  of  a  sextic  function 
of  8.  But  when  D  =  3,  we  have  no  longer  the  like  law,  viz.  <j>  is  not  expressible  as 
the  square  root  of  an  octic  function  of  8. 

Observe  that  the  radical,  square  root  of  a  quartie  function,  is  connected  with  the 
theory  of  elliptic  functions,  and  the  radical,  square  root  of  a  sextic  function,  with  that 
of  the  first  kind  of  Abehan  ftmctions,  but  that  the  next  kind  of  Abelian  functions 
does  not  depend  on  the  radical,  square  root   of  an  octic  function. 

It  is  a  form  of  the  theorem  for  the  case  D=l,  that  the  coordinates  x,  y,  z  of 
a  point  of  the  bicursal  curve,  or  in  particular  the  coordinates  of  a  point  of  the  cubic, 
can  be  expressed  as  proportional  to  rational  and  integral  functions  of  the  elliptic 
functions  snu,  en  w,  dn  zj ;  in  fact,  taking  the  radical  to  be  ^X  —8^,1  —Ifff',   and   writing 
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^  =  sn  w,  the  radical  becomes  =  en  m  .  dn  it ;  and  we  have  expressions  of  the  form  in 
question. 

It  will  be  obseiTed  that  the  equations  x'  :  y'  :  z'  =  X  :  Y  :  Z  before-mentioned  do 
not  of  themselves  lead  to  the  other  system  of  equations  x  :  y  :  z  =  X'  :  Y'  :  Z',  and 
thus  that  the  theory  does  not  in  anywise  establish  a  (1,  1)  correspondence  between  the 
points  (x,  y,  z)  and  («',  ■^,  z')  of  two  planes  or  of  the  same  plane  ;  this  is  the  corre- 
spondence of  Cremona's  theory. 

In  this  theory,  given  in  the  memoirs  "  Sulle  trasformazioni  gcometriche  delle 
figure  piane,"  Mem.  di  Bologna,  t.  ii.  (1863),  and  t.  v.  (1865),  we  have  a  system  of 
•equations  of  :  y"  :  if  =  X  :  Y  :  Z  which  does  lead  to  a  system  x  :  y  i  z  =  X'  :  Y'  :  Z', 
where,  as  before,  X,  Y,  Z  denote  rational  and  integral  functions,  all  of  the  same  order, 
of  the  coordinates  x,  y,  z,  and  X',  Y',  Z'  rational  and  integral  functions,  all  of  the 
same  order,  of  the  coordinates  x',  y',  z',  and  there  is  thus  a  (1,  1)  correspondence  given 
by  these  equations  between  the  two  points  {x,  y,  z)  and  {of,  y',  z').  To  explain  this, 
obser\'e  that  starting  from  the  equations  x'  :  y  :  ^  =  X  :  Y  :  Z,  to  a  given  point 
(iC,  y,  z)  there  corresponds  one  point  (x',  y',  /),  but  that  if  n  be  the  order  of  the 
functions  X,  Y,  Z,  then  to  a  given  point  x',  y',  z'  there  would,  if  the  curves  X  =  0, 
F=0,  Z  =  0  had  no  common  intersections,  correspond  i^  points  («,  y,  z).  If,  however, 
the  functions  are  such  that  the  curves  X  =  0,  F=  0,  .2=0  have  it  common  inter- 
sections, then  among  the  m"  points  are  included  these  k  points,  which  are  fixed  points 
independent  of  the  point  («',  y\  zf) ;  so  that,  disregarding  these  fixed  points,  the  number 
of  points  {x,  y,  z)  corresponding  to  the  given  point  (V,  y',  /)  is  ^n^  —  k;  and  in 
particular  if  k—n^—\,  then  we  have  one  corresponding  point;  and  hence  the  original 
system  of  equations  x'  :  y  \  z'  ^  X  :  Y  :  Z  must  lead  to  the  equivalent  system 
X  :  y  :  z  =  X'  :  Y'  :  Z' ;  and  in  this  system  by  the  like  reasoning  the  functions  must 
be  such  that  the  curves  X'  =  0,  7'  =  0,  .2'  =  0  have  «'=  —  1  common  intersections.  The 
most  simple  example  is  in  the  two  systems  of  equations  x'  -.  y  :  z'  =  yz  \  zx  :  xy  and 
X  :  y  :  z=y'z'  :  ^x  :  x'tj;  where  yz  =  0,  zx  =  0,  xy  =  0  are  conies  (pau«  of  lines)  having 
three  common  intersections,  and  where  obviously  either  system  of  equations  leads  to 
the  other  system.  In  the  case  where  X,  Y,  Z  are  of  an  order  exceeding  2,  the 
required  number  n'  —  1  of  common  intersections  can  only  occur  by  reason  of  common 
multiple  points  on  the  three  curves;  and  assuming  that  the  curves  X=0,  F=0,  Z=0 
have  ofi-l-ai+aa-l-... -t-a^.!  common  intersections,  where  the  a,  points  are  ordinary  points, 
the  a,  points  are  double  points,  the  a,  points  are  triple  points,  &c.,  on  each  curve,  we 
have  the  condition 

ai4  4as-l-9a3-l-...-i-(«-l)=a„_,  =  R=-l ; 

but  to  this  must  bo  joined  the  condition 

a,  +  Sa,  +  ec(,  +  ...  +  i(n-l){n-^  2)  a^,  =  ^n(n  +  ti)-  2, 

(without  which  the  transformation  would  be  illusory);  and  the  conclusion  is  that 
«!,  aj,  ...,  a,i_i  may  be  any  numbers  satisfying  these  two  equations.  It  may  be  added 
that  the  two  equations  together  give 
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which  expresses  that  the  curves  X  =  0,  Y—0,  Z=0  are  unicursal.  The  transformation 
may  be  applied  to  any  curve  m  =  0,  which  is  thus  rationally  transformed  into  a  curve 
u'  =  0,  by  a  rational  transformation  such  as  is  considered  in  Riemann's  theory ;  hence 
the  two  curves  have  the  same  deficiency. 

Coming  nest  to  Chasles,  the  principle  of  correspondence  is  established  and  used 
by  him  in  a  series  of  memoirs  relating  to  the  conies  which  satisfy  given  conditions, 
and  to  other  geometrical  questions,  contained  in  the  Comptes  Rendiis,  t.  lviil  et  seq. 
(1864  to  the  present  time).  The  theorem  of  united  points  in  regard  to  points  in  a 
light  line  was  given  in  a  paper,  June — July  1864,  and  it  was  extended  to  unicursal 
curves  in  a  paper  of  the  same  series  (March  1866),  "  Sur  les  courbes  planes  ou  a 
double  courbure  dont  les  points  peuvent  se  determiner  individuellement — application  du 
principe  dc  eorrespondance  dans  la  th^rie  de  ces  courbes." 

The  theorem  is  as  follows :  if  in  a  unicursal  curve  two  points  have  an  (a,  ,3) 
correspondence,  then  the  number  of  united  points  (or  points  each  corresponding  to 
itself)  is  =a  +  0.  In  fact,  in  a  unicursal  curve  the  coordinates  of  a  point  are  given 
as  proportional  to  rational  and  integral  functions  of  a  parameter,  so  that  any  point 
of  the  curve  is  determined  uniquely  by  means  of  this  parameter;  that  is,  to  each 
point  of  the  curve  corresponds  one  value  of  the  parameter,  and  to  each  value  of  the 
parameter  one  point  on  the  curve ;  and  the  (a,  yS)  correspondence  between  the  two 
points  is  given  by  an  equation  of  the  form  (*5^>  0"  (^'  1)^=0  between  their  para- 
meters 0  and  <^ ;  at  a  united  point  tf>  =  0,  and  the  value  of  6  is  given  by  an  equation 
of  the  order  a  +  0.  The  extension  to  curves  of  any  given  deficiency  D  was  made  in 
the  memoir  of  Cayley,  "On  the  correspondence  of  two  points  on  a  curve," — Proe. 
Lond.  Math.  Soc.  t.  i.  (1866),  [385],— viz.  taking  P,  P'  as  the  corresponding  points  in  an 
(a,  a')  correspondence  on  a  curve  of  deficiency  D,  and  supposing  that  when  P  is  given 
the  corresponding  points  P'  are  found  as  the  intersections  of  the  curve  by  a  curve  0 
containing  the  coordinates  of  P  as  parameters,  and  having  with  the  given  curve  k 
intersections  at  the  point  P,  then  the  number  of  united  points  is  a  —  a+a'+2kD;  and 
more  generally,  if  the  curve  0  intersect  the  given  curve  in  a  set  of  points  P'  each 
p  times,  a  set  of  points  Qf  each  q  times,  &c.,  in  such  manner  that  the  points  (P,  P'), 
the  points  (P,  Q'),  &c.,  are  pairs  of  points  corresponding  to  each  other  according  to 
distinct  laws ;  then  if  (P,  P")  are  points  having  an  (tt,  a')  correspondence  with  a  number 
=  a  of  united  points,  (P,  Q')  points  having  a  (0,  0')  con-espondence  with  a  number  =  h 
of  united  points,  and  so  on,  the  theorem  is  that  we  have 

p{a-a-d)  +  q(h-0-0')  +  ...  =  2kI). 

The  principle  of  correspondence,  or  say  rather  the  theorem  of  united  points,  is  a 
most  powerful  instrument  of  investigation,  which  may  be  used  in  place  of  analysis  for  the 
determination  of  the  number  of  solutions  of  almost  every  geometrical  problem.  We  can 
by  means  of  it  investigate  the  class  of  a  curve,  number  of  inflexions,  &c, — in  fact, 
Plucker's  equations ;  but  it  is  necessary  to  take  account  of  special  solutions ;  thus,  in  one 
of  the  most  simple  instances,  in  finding  the  class  of  a  curve,  the  cusps  present  them- 
selves as  special  solutions. 
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Imagine  a  curve  of  order  m,  deficiency  D,  and  let  the  corresponding  points  F,  P' 
be  sucb  that  the  line  joining  them  passes  through  a  given  point  0 ;  this  is  an 
(m— 1,  m— 1)  coixespondence,  and  the  value  of  !c  is  =1,  hence  the  number  of  united 
points  is  ==2n*  — 2+2D;  the  united  points  are  the  points  of  contact  of  the  tangents  from 
0  and  (as  special  solutions)  the  cusps,  and  we  have  thus  the  relation  n+x^2m—2  +  2D; 
or,  writing  D  =  ^  (m-l)(m  -  2)~B  -  k,  this  is  n  =  m(m-l) -2S-5k,  which  is  right. 

The  principle  in  its  original  form  as  applying  to  a  right  line  was  used  throughout 
by  Chasles  in  the  investigations  on  the  number  of  the  conies  which  satisfy  given 
conditions,  and  on  the  number  of  solutions  of  very  many  other  geometrical  problems. 

There  is  one  application  of  the  theory  of  the  (a,  a')  correspondence  between  two 
planes   which   it   is   proper  to   notice. 

Imagine  a  curve,  real  or  imaginary,  represented  by  an  equation  (involving,  it  may 
be,  imaginary  coefficients)  between  the  Cartesian  coordinates  u,  u' ;  then,  writing 
w  =  a;  +  iy,  m'  = «'  +  iy',  the  equation  determines  real  values  of  (!v,  y),  and  of  («',  y'), 
corresponding  to  any  given  real  values  of  {a/,  y")  and  {x,  y)  respectively;  that  is,  it 
establishes  a  real  correspondence  (not  of  course  a  rational  one)  between  the  points 
(x,  y)  and  {x\  y') ;  for  example  in  the  imaginary  circle  u^  +  u'^  =  {a  +  bif,  the  corre- 
spondence is  given  by  the  two  equations  a?—  y'  +  x''  —  "i/^^a^  —  ^,  xy  +  a/y'  =  ab.  We 
have  thus  a  means  of  geometrical  representation  for  the  portions,  as  well  imaginary 
as  real,  of  any  real  or  imaginary  curve.  Considerations  such  as  these  have  been  used 
for  determining  the  series  of  values  of  the  independent  variable,  and  the  irrational 
functions  thereof  in  the  theory  of  Abelian  integrals,  but  the  theory  seems  to  be  worthy 
of  further  investigation. 

The  researches  of  Chasles  {('umptes  Rendus,  t.  LVIII.,  1864,  et  seq.)  refer  to  the 
conies  which  satisfy  given  conditions.  There  is  an  earlier  paper  by  De  Jon  qui  feres, 
"  Theoremes  g^n^raux  concernant  les  courbes  g^om^triques  planes  d'un  ordre  quetconque," 
Liouv.  t.  vr.  (1861),  which  establishes  the  notion  of  a  system  of  curves  (of  any  order) 
of  the  index  if,  viz.  considering  the  curves  of  the  order  n  which  satisfy  ^n{n  +  3)~l 
conditions,  then  the  index  N  is  the  number  of  these  curves  which  pass  through  a 
given  arbitrary  point.  But  Chasles  in  the  first  of  his  papers  (February  1864),  con- 
sidering the  conies  which  satisfy  four  conditions,  establishes  the  notion  of  the  two 
characteristics  (/j.,  v)  of  such  a  system  of  conies,  viz.  /i  is  the  number  of  the  conies 
which  pass  through  a  given  arbitrary  point,  and  v  is  the  number  of  the  conies  which 
touch  a  given  arbitrary  line.  And  he  gives  the  theorem,  a  system  of  conies  satisfying 
four  coiiditions,  and  having  the  characteristics  (/t,  v)  contains  2v~-  ft  line-pairs  (that  is, 
conies,  each  of  them  a  pair  of  lines),  and  Hfi—v  point-pairs  {that  is,  conica,  each  of 
them  a  pair  of  points, — coniques  infiniment  aplaties),  which  is  a  fundamental  one  in 
the  theory.  The  characteristics  of  the  system  can  be  determined  when  it  is  known 
how  many  there  are  of  these  two  kinds  of  degenerate  conies  in  the  system,  and  how 
often  each  is  to  be  counted.  It  was  thus  that  Zeuthen  (in  the  paper  Nyt  Bydrag, 
"  Contribution  to  the  Theory  of  Systems  of  Conies  which  satisfy  four  Conditions," 
Copenhagen,  1865,  translated  with  an  addition  in  the  Nouvelles  Annates)  solved  the 
question    of   finding    the    characteristics    of    the    systems    of   conies    which    satisfy    four 
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conditions  of  contact  with  a  given  cui've  or  curves ;  and  this  led  to  the  solution  of 
the  farther  problem  of  finding  the  number  of  the  conies  which  satisfy  five  conditions 
of  contact  with  a  given  curve  or  curves  (Cayley,  Comptes  Rendus,  t.  Lxrii.,  1866,  [377]), 
and  "On  the  Curves  which  satisfy  given  Conditions"  (Phil.  Trans,  t.  CLViii.,  1868,  [406]). 

It  may  be  remarked  that  although,  as  a  process  of  investigation,  it  i3  very  coa- 
venient  to  aeek  for  the  characteristics  of  a  system  of  conies  satisfying  4  conditions, 
yet  what  is  really  determined  is  in  every  ease  the  number  of  the  conies  which  satisfy 
5  conditions;  the  characteristics  of  the  system  (ip)  of  the  conies  which  pass  through 
4p  points  are  (5p),  (ip,  ll),  the  number  of  the  conies  which  pass  through  6  points, 
and  which  pass  through  4  points  and  touch  1  line:  and  so  in  other  cases.  Similarly 
as  regards  ciibics,  or  curves  of  any  other  order :  a  cubic  depends  on  9  constants,  and 
the  elemciitary  problems  are  to  find  the  number  of  the  cubics  (9p),  (8p,  11),  &c.,  which 
pass  through  9  points,  pass  through  8  points  and  touch  1  line,  &c. ;  but  it  is  in  the 
investigation  convenient  to  seek  for  the  characteristics  of  the  systems  of  cubics  (8p),  &c., 
which  satisfy  8  instead  of  9  conditions. 

The  elementary  problems  in  regard  to  cubics  are  solved  very  completely  by  Maillard 
in  his  Th^se,  Recherche  des  caractdristiques  des  systemes  dlementaires  des  courbes  planes  da 
troisieme  ordre  (Paris,  1871).     Thus,  considering  the  several  cases  of  a  cubic 

No.  of  consts. 

1.  With  a  given   cusp 

2.  „      cusp  on  given  line  6, 

3.  „      cusp   7, 

4.  ,,      a  given  node     6 

.5.  „      node  on  given  line  7 

6.  „      node   8 

7.  non-singular 9 

he  determines  in  every  case  the  characteristics  (fi,  v)  of  the  corresponding  systems  of 
cubics  (4j)),  (3p,  XI),  &c  The  same  problems,  or  most  of  them,  and  also  the  elementary 
problems  in  regard  to  quartics  are  solved  by  Zeuthen,  who  in  the  elaborate  memoir 
"Almindelige  Egenskaber,  &e.,"  Danish  Academy,  t.  x.  (1873),  considers  the  problem  in 
reference  to  curves  of  aiiy  order,  and  applies  his  results  to  cubic  and  quartie  curves. 

The  methods  of  Maillard  and  Zeuthen  are  substantially  identical ;  in  each  case  the 
question  considered  is  that  of  finding  the  characteristics  (/t,  v)  of  a  system  of  curves 
by  consideration  of  the  special  or  degenerate  forms  of  the  curves  included  in  the 
system.  The  quantities  which  have  to  be  considered  are  very  numerous.  Zeuthen  in 
the  case  of  curves  of  any  given  order  establishes  between  the  characteristics  /t,  v,  and 
18  other  quantities,  in  all  20  quantities,  a  set  of  24  equations  (equivalent  to  23 
independent  equations),  involving  (besides  the  20  quantities)  other  quantities  relating 
to  the  various  forms  of  the  degenerate  curves,  which  supplementary  terms  he  determines, 
partially  for  curves  of  any  order,  but  completely  only  for  quartie  curves.  It  is  in  the 
discussion  and   complete   enumeration   of  the   special   or  degenerate  forms  of  the   curves. 
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and  of  the  supplementary  teiTos  to  which  they  give  rise,  that  the  great  difficulty  of 
the  question  seems  to  consist ;  it  would  appear  that  the  24  equations  are  a  complete 
system,  and  that  (subject  to  a  proper  determination  of  the  supplementary  terms)  they 
contain  the  solution  of  the  general  problem. 

The  remarks  which  follow  have  reference  to  the  analytical  theory  of  the  degenerate 
curves  which  present  themselves  in  the  foregoing  problem  of  the  curves  which  satisfy 
given  conditions. 

A  curve  represented  by  an  equation  in  point -coordinates  may  break  up :  thus  if 
P],  Pi,...  be  rational  and  integral  functions  of  the  coordinates  (ai,  y,  s)  of  the  orders 
m,,  -m-,, ...  respectively,  we  have  the  curve  Fi^'P^'...  =0,  of  the  order  m,  =a]'mi+ai!ms+..., 
composed  of  the  curve  P^  =  0  taken  a^  times,  the  curve  P^  =  0  taken  a,  times,  &c. 

Instead  of  the  equation  P/'P;'^...  =0,  we  may  start  with  an  equation  m  =  0,  where 
w  is   a   function  of  the   order  m   containing   a   parameter   8,  and   for   a   particular   value 

say   6  —  0,   of    the    parameter    reducing    itself    to    Pi'^P^" Supposing    0    indefinitely 

small,  we  have  what  may  be  called  the  penultimate  curve,  and  when  ^=0  the  ultimate 
curve.  Regarding  the  ultimate  curve  as  derived  from  a  given  penultimate  curve,  we 
connect  \vith  the  ultimate  curve,  and  consider  as  belonging  to  it,  ceitain  points  called 
"  summits "  on  the  component  curves  P,  =  0,  P3  =  0,  respectively ;  a  summit  S  is  a  point 
such  that,  drawing  from  an  arbitraiy  point  0  the  tangents  to  the  penultimate  curve, 
we  have  OS  as  the  limit  of  one  of  these  tangents.  The  ultimate  curve  together  with 
its  summits  may  be  regarded  as  a  degenerate  form  of  the  curve  m  —  0,  Observe  that 
the  positions  of  the  summits  depend  on  the  penultimate  curve  m  =  0,  viz.  on  the  values 
of  the  coefficients  in  the  terms  multiplied  by  0,  9',-.-;  they  are  thus  in  some  measure 
arbitrary  points  as  regards  the  ultimate  curve  Pi^'P/' ...  =0. 

It  may  be  added  that  we  have  summits  only  on  the  component  curves  P,  =  0,  of 
a  multiplicity  O]  >  1 ;  the  number  of  summits  on  such  a  curve  is  in  general  =  (ai^— ajnii". 
Thus  assuming  that  the  penultimate  curve  is  without  nodes  or  cusps,  the  number  of 
the  tangents  to  it  is  =7n?~m,  =(«,mi  +  a2mj+ ...)^~(aimi-|-a2m2+ .,.).  taking  P,  =  0  to 
have  Si  nodes  and  «i  cusps,  and  therefore  its  class  n-^  to  be  ^mf  —  m,  — 28,  — 3ki,  &c., 
the  expression  for  the  number  of  tangents  to  the  penultimate  curve  is 

=  (sti^  -  «i)  mi' +  («='- as)ms' -!-----!-2aia2mima +■■■  +  «!  ("1  +  281  + 3k,) +  «'i  {"2  + 2^2 +  3«2)+  -■■ 

where  a  term  %a^a^m^mi  indicates  tangents  which  are  in  the  limit  the  lines  drawn  to  the 
intersections  of  the  curves  Pi  =  0,  Pa  =  0  each  line  2a,aj  times;  a  term  a,(jii4- SSi  +  Sk,) 
tangents  which  are  in  the  limit  the  proper  tangents  to  P,  =  0  each  a,  times,  the  lines 
to  its  nodes  each  Sa,  times,  and  the  lines  to  its  cusps  each  3%  times;  the  remaining 
terms  {a^  — ai)in^  + {a^  —  a^ mi' +  ...  indicate  tangents  which  are  in  the  limit  the  lines 
drawn  to  the  several  summits,  that  is,  we  have  {ai'  —  a^mi-  summits  on  the  curve 
Pi  =  0,  &c. 

There  is  of  course  a  precisely  similar  theory  as  regards  line-coordinates;  taking 
n, ,  n^,  &c.,  to  be  rational  and  integral  functions  of  the  coordinates  (f,  ij,  t),  we  con- 
nect with  the  ultimate  curve  I!,''!!,'!...  =  0,  and  consider  as  belonging  to  it  certain 
lines,  which   for  the  moment  may  be   called   "axes,"   tangents   to   the   component   curves 
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n,  =  0,  IIj  =  0  respectively.  Considering  an  equation  in  point- coordinates,  we  may  have 
among  the  component  curves  right  lines ;  and,  if  in  order  to  put  these  in  evidence,  we 
take  the  equation  to  be  X,!"! , . ,  P,"" . . .  =  0,  where  L,  =  0  is  a  right  line,  P,  =  0  a  curve 
of  the  second  or  any  higher  order,  then  the  curve  will  contain  as  part  of  itself 
summits  not  exhibited  in  this  equation,  but  the  eoiTesponding  line-equation  will  be 
Ai'' ...  Ill"' ...  =0,  where  A,  =  0,...  are  the  equations  of  the  summits  in  question,  ni  =  0, 
&c.,  are  the  line-equations  corresponding  to  the  several  point-equations  P,  =  0,  &c. ;  and 
this  curve  will  contain  as  part  of  itself  axes  not  exhibited  by  this  equation,  but  which 
are  the  lines  Z,  =0, ...  of  the  equation  in  point-coordinates. 

In  conclusion  a  little  may  be  said  as  to  curves  of  double  curvature,  otherwise 
twisted  curves,  or  curves  in  space.  The  analytical  theory  by  Cartesian  coordinates  was 
first  considered  by  Clairaut,  Recherches  sur  les  courbes  d  double  courbure  (Paris,  1731). 
Such  a  curve  may  be  considered  as  described  by  a  point,  moving  in  a  line  which  at 
the  same  time  rotates  about  the  point  in  a  plane  which  at  the  same  time  rotates 
about  the  line ;  the  point  is  a  point,  the  line  a  tangent,  and  the  plane  an  t 
plane,  of  the  curve ;  moreover  the  line  is  a  generating  line,  and  the  plane  a  i 
plane,  of  a  developable  surface  or  torse,  having  the  curve  for  its  edge  of  regression. 
Analogous  to  the  order  and  class  of  a  plane  curve  we  have  the  order,  rank,  and  class, 
of  the  system  (assumed  to  be  a  geometrical  one),  viz.  if  an  arbitrary  plane  contains 
m  points,  an  arbitrary  line  meets  r  lines,  and  an  arbitrary  point  lies  in  n  planes,  of 
the  system,  then  m,  r,  n  are  the  order,  rank,  and  class  respectively.  The  system  has 
singularities,  and  there  exist  between  m,  r,  n  and  the  numbers  of  the  several  singularities 
equations  analogous  to  Plticker's  equations  for  a  plane  curve. 

It  is  a  leading  point  in  the  theory  that  a  curve  in  space  cannot  in  general  be 
represented  by  means  of  two  equations  U=0,  F=0;  the  two  equations  represent 
surfaces,  intersecting  in  a  curve ;  but  there  are  curves  which  are  not  the  complete  inter- 
section of  any  two  surfaces;  thus  we  have  the  cubic  in  space,  or  skew  cubic,  which  is 
the  residual  intersection  of  two  quadric  surfaces  which  have  a  line  in  common;  the 
equations  U—0,  V  —  0  of  the  two  quadric  surfaces  represent  the  cubic  curve,  not  hy 
itself,  but  together  with  the  line. 
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EQUATION. 

[From  the  Encychpcedia  Britannica,  Ninth  Edition,  vol.  vin.  (1878),  pp.  497 — 509.] 

The  present  article  includes  Determinant  and  Theory  of  Equations;  and  it  may 
be  proper  to  explain  the  relation  to  each  other  of  the  two  subjects.  Theory  of 
Equations  is  used  in  its  ordinary  conventional  sense  to  denote  the  theory  of  a  single 
equation  of  any  order  in  one  unknown  quantity;  that  is,  it  does  not  include  the 
theory  of  a  system  or  systems  of  equations  of  any  order  between  any  number  of 
unknown  quantities.  Such  systems  occur  very  frequently  in  analytical  geometry  and 
other  parts  of  mathematics,  but  they  are  hardly  as  yet  the  subject-matter  of  a 
distinct  theory;  and  even  Elimination,  the  transition-process  for  passing  from  a  system 
of  any  number  of  equations  involving  the  same  number  of  unknown  quantities  to  a 
single  equation  in  one  unknown  quantity,  hardly  belongs  to  the  Theory  of  Equations 
in  the  above  restricted  sense.  But  there  is  one  ease  of  a  system  of  equations  which 
precedes  the  Theory  of  Equations,  and  indeed  presents  itself  at  the  outset  of  algebra, 
that  of  a  system  of  simple  (or  linear)  equations.  Such  a  system  gives  rise  to  the 
function  called  a  Determinant,  and  it  is  by  means  of  these  functions  that  the  solution 
of  the  equations  is  effected.  We  have  thus  the  subject  Determinant  as  nearly 
equivalent  to  (but  somewhat  more  extensive  than)  that  of  a  system  of  linear  equations; 
and  we  have  the  other  subject,  Theory  of  Equations,  used  in  the  i-estricted  sense 
above  referred  to,  and  as  not  including  Elimination. 


1.  A  sketch  of  the  history  of  determinants  is  given  under  [the  Article]  Algebra ;  it 
thereby  appears  that  the  algebraical  function  called  a  determinant  presents  itself  in 
the  solution  of  a  system  of  simple  equations,  and  we  have  herein  a  natural  source  of 
the  theory.     Thus,  considering  the  equations 

ax+by+cz^d, 
a' X -{■})' y  +  c'  z—d' , 
d'x  +  h"y  ■\-  c"z  =  d", 
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and  proceeding  to  solve  them  by  the  so-called  method  of  cross  multiplication,  we 
multiply  the  equations  by  factors  selected  in  such  a  manner  that,  upon  adding  the 
results,  the  whole  coefficient  of  y  becomes  =  0  and  the  whole  coefficient  of  z  becomes 
=  0 ;  the  factors  in  question  are  h'c"  —  6"c',  b"c  —  be",  be'  —  b'c  (values  which,  as  at  once 
seen,  have  the  desired  property) ;  we  thus  obtain  an  equation  which  contains  on  the 
left-hand  side  only  a  multiple  of  x,  and  on  the  right-hand  side  a  constant  term : 
the  coefficient  of  x  has  the  value 


Lnd   this  function,  rei 


(h'c"  ~  b"c')  +  a'  {b"c  —  he")  +  a"  {be'  - 
in  the  form 

b,     c      , 


b'c). 


is   said   to    be   a    determinant; 
determinant   of  the  third  order. 


or,   the    number    of    elements    being   3^   it    is    called 
It  is  to  be  noticed  that  the  resulting  equation  is 


h",     c" 


d",     b". 


where   the 
place   of   a. 


functions   b'c"  ~b"c',  b"G  —  hc" 
inants  of  the  second  order 

I  ^'' 
I  b". 


the    right-hand    side   is    the    like   function   with   d,   d',   A"   in 
-espectively,   and   is    of    course    also    a    determinant.     Moreover,   the 
be' —  b'c  used   in  the   process   are   themselves   the   determ- 


We   have  herein   the   suggestion   of  the   rule   for   the   derivation  of  the  determinants  of 
the  orders  1,  2,  3,  4,  &c.,  each  from  the  preceding  one,  viz.  we  have 


'1 

6  ,  c 

=  01  i',  c' 

+  n'    4",  o" 

+  o" 

6,  c 

!>',  C 

¥.  0- 

b  ,c   \ 

b'.  c 

h",  c" 

h  ,   c 

,  d 

=  a  b'  ,  c' 

d'    l-a 

b",  c" 

d" 

+  «" 

V",  c" 

d'"    -a" 

b.c.d 

V  .  c 

,  d' 

b",  e" 

i"  ' 

6'",  c" 

d'" 

b  ,  c 

d 

h',  e',  d' 

b" ,  e 

',  d" 

b'",  c" 

d'"\ 

6  ,   c 

d 

b'  ,  c' 

d'    , 

I",  o",  d' 

and   90   on,  the   tenns   being  all   +   for   a  determinant   of  an   odd  order,  but  alternately 
■I-  and  ~  for  a  determinant  of  an  even  order. 

62—2 
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2.  It  is  easy,  by  induction,  to  arrive  at  the  general  results : — 

A  determinant  of  the  oi-der  n  is  the  sum  of  the  l,2.3...?i  products  which  can 
be  formed  with  n  elements  out  of  n^  elements  arranged  in  the  form  of  a  square,  no 
two  of  the  n  elements  being  in  the  same  line  or  in  the  same  column,  and  each 
such  product  having  the  coefiicient  ±  unity. 

The  products  in  question  may  be  obtained  by  permuting  in  every  possible  manner 
the  columns  (or  the  lines)  of  the  determinant,  and  then  taking  for  the  factors  the 
n  elements  in  the  dexter  diagonal.  And  we  thence  derive  the  rule  for  the  signs, 
viz.  considering  the  primitive  arrangement  of  the  columns  as  positive,  then  an  arrange- 
ment obtained  therefrom  by  a  single  interchange  (inversion,  or  derangement)  of  two 
columns  is  regarded  as  negative;  and  so  in  general  an  arrangement  is  positive  or 
negative  according  as  it  is  derived  from  the  primitive  arrangement  by  an  even  or  an 
odd  number  of  interchanges.  This  implies  the  theorem  that  a  given  arrangement 
can  be  derived  from  the  primitive  arrangement  only  by  an  odd  number,  or  else  only 
by  an  even  number  of  interchanges,^ — a  theorem  the  veritication  of  which  may  be  easily 
obtained  from  the  theorem  (in  fact,  a  particular  case  of  the  general  one),  an  arrange- 
ment can  be  derived  from  itself  only  by  an  even  number  of  interchanges.  And  this 
being  so,  each  product  has  the  sign  belonging  to  the  corresponding  arrangement  of 
the  columns;  in  particular,  a  determinant  contains  with  the  sign  +  the  product  of  the 
elements  in  its  dexter  diagonal.  It  is  to  be  observed  that  the  rule  gives  as  many 
positive  as  negative  arrangements,  the  number  of  each  being  =\.1.1  ...n. 

The  rule  of  signs  may  be  expressed  in  a  different  form.  Giving  to  the  columns 
in  the  primitive  arrangement  the  numbers  1,  2,  3, ... ,  ii,  to  obtain  the  sign  belonging 
to  any  other  arrangement  we  take,  as  often  as  a  lower  number  succeeds  a  higher  one, 
the  sign  — ,  and,  compounding  together  all  these  minus  signs,  obtain  the  proper  sign, 
-f  or  -  as  the  case  may  be. 

Thus,  for  three  columns,  it  appears  by  either  rule  that  123.  231.  312  are  positive; 
132,  321,  213  are  negative ;  and  the  developed  expression  of  the  foregoing  determinant 
of  the  third  order  is 

—  ab'c"  —  oh"c'  +  a'b"c  ~  a'bc"  -I-  a"ho'  —  a"b'c. 

3.  It  further  appears  that  a  determinant  is  a  linear  function*  of  the  elements 
of  each  column  thereof,  and  also  a  linear  function  of  the  elements  of  ea«h  line 
thereof;  moreover,  that  the  determinant  retains  the  same  value,  only  its  sign  being 
altered,  when  any  two  columns  are  interchanged,  or  when  any  two  lines  are  inter- 
changed ;  more  generally,  when  the  columns  are  permuted  in  any  manner,  or  when 
the  lines  are  permuted  in  any  manner,  the  determinant  retains  its  original  value,  with 
the  sign  -|-  or  —  according  as  the  new  arrangement  (considered  as  derived  from  the 
primitive   arrangement)  is   positive   or   negative  according   to  the  foregoing  rule  of  signs. 

'  The  expression  a  linear  function  i'<  liere  used  in  its  narrowest  sense,  a  linear  funotion  without  con- 
stunt  tei  n  what  la  meaot  ta  that  the  dete  minant  la  In  regard  to  the  elements  «,  a',  a",  ...  of  any 
colmi      01    1  ne    thereof    a    function    of   Ihe    tone     it  -^  A'a'-vA"a"  +  ...  ,    without    any  term   independent  of 
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It  at  once  follows  that,  if  two  columns  are  identical,  or  if  two  lines  are  identical, 
the  value  of  the  determinant  is  =  0.  It  may  be  added  that,  if  the  lines  are  con- 
verted into  columnSj  and  the  columns  into  lines,  in  such  a  way  as  to  leave  the  dexter 
diagonal  unaltered,  the  value  of  the  determinant  is  unaltered ;  the  detenninant  is  in 
this  case  said  to  be  traiisposed. 

4.  By  what  precedes  it  appears  that  there  exists  a  function  of  the  n?  elements, 
linear  as  regards  the  terms  of  each  column  (or  say,  for  shortness,  linear  as  to  each 
column),  and  such  that  only  the  sign  is  altered  when  any  two  columns  are  inter- 
changed; these  properties  completely  determine  the  function,  except  as  to  a  common 
factor  which  may  multiply  all  the  terms.  If,  to  get  rid  of  this  arbitrary  common 
factor,  we  assume  that  the  product  of  the  elements  in  the  dexter  diagonal  has  the 
coefficient  + 1,  we  have  a  complete  definition  of  the  determinant ;  and  it  is  interesting 
to  show  how  from  these  properties,  assumed  for  the  definition  of  the  determinant,  it 
at  once  appears  that  the  determinant  is  a  function  serving  for  the  solution  of  a 
system  of  linear  equations.  Observe  that  the  properties  show  at  once  that  if  any 
column  is  =0  (that  is,  if  the  elements  in  the  column  are  each  =  0),  then  the 
determinant  is  =  0 ;  and  further  that,  if  any  two  columns  are  identical,  then  the 
determinant  is  =  0. 

5.  Reverting  to  the  system  of  linear  equations  written  down  at  the  beginning 
of  this  article,  consider  the  determinant 


ax  +  hyJrcz- 

d  .     b  ,    e     '; 

a'x  +  h'y-\-G' s-d' ,     b' ,    o' 

a"x  +  b"ij  +  c"s  -  d'\     b",     c" 

it  appears  that  this  is 

^X'U,     h,     c    !+y    6,     b,     c    i  +  s    c,     b,     c 

-:  <*. 

b 

I.-,     6',     c'            1  b',    V,     c    !           c',     6',     c- 

d'. 

b' 

<.".     b",    c"           '  b",    b",    e"  '•          »",     b",     o" 

:  d", 

b" 

viz.  the  second  and  the  third  terms  each  vanishing,  it  is 

=  Xi  a  ,     b  ,     c    \- 

d  .     b  ,     c      . 

1  <■',     b',     c' 

d',    6',    0' 

a",     b",    c" 

d",    b",    c" 

But  if  the   linear   equations   hold   good,   then   the   first   column   of  the   original  dctei-m- 
inant  is  —0,  and  therefore  the  detenninant   itself  is   =0;    that   is,  the   linear   equations 


which  is  the  result  obtained  abovt 


b  , 

c 

- 

d  , 

b  , 

b', 

c' 

d', 

b'. 

b". 

c" 

d". 

i". 
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We   might   in   a    similar    way   find   the   values   of   y   and   z,   but   there    is 
symmetrical  process.     Join  to  the  original  equations  the  new  equation 

ax  +  ^y  +  "fz  =  Z ; 

a  hko  process  shows  that,  the  equations  being  satisfied,  we  have 


or,  as  this  may  be  written. 


which,  considering  S  as  standing  herein  for  its  value  aa;  +  /3y  +  72,  is  a  consequence  of 
the  original  equations  only.  We  have  thus  an  expression  for  ax  +  ^y-Vfz,  an  arbitrary 
linear  function  of  the  unknown  quantities  x,  y,  z;  and  by  comparing  the  coefficients 
of  O;  /9,  7  on  the  two  sides  respectively,  we  have  the  values  of  x,  y,  z\  in  fact,  these 
quantities,  each  multiplied  by 

a  ,     h  ,     c     i, 

a-,     b',     c-    i 


I  the  first  instance  obtained  in  the  forms 


=1  6,     c , 

h',     c', 

h",    c", 

or,  what  is  the  same  thing, 


,   - 

c  , 

d. 

a 

■ 

e', 

iJ, 

"' 

c", 

d". 

a"  I 

c  . 

», 

d 

c', 

»', 

d' 

c", 

a", 

d" 

«. 

b  , 

c  , 

i 

"', 

b'. 

c' . 

d' 

«". 

b". 

c". 

d" 

d 

a 

6 

d'. 

a' 

b' 

d". 

«" 

b" 

«  . 

b  , 

d 

«', 

6', 

d' 

a". 

b". 

d" 

respectively. 
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MuUiplication  of  two  determinants  of  the  same  order. — The  theorem  is  obtained 
\y  from  the  last  preceding  definition  of  a  determinant.  It  is  most  simply 
thus — 

(a,   «',  o"\  W.   ff,  n,  (y.  y',   y'J^ 

b  ,     c)            „                       „       "  ;,             ^\a,b. 

V ,    c')           „                    „  „               \  a' ,    b' , 

b".    e")           „                     „  „               I  a",     h",    c"        I  a",     ^', 


where  the  expression  on  the  left  side  stands  for  a  determinant,  the  terms  of  the  first  line 
being  {a,  b,  c)  (a,  a\  a"),  that  ia,  oa  +  ba!  +  cm",  (a,  b,  c)  (3,  0',  0"),  that  is,  a3  +  b^  +  cfi", 
{a,  b,  c)  (y,  7',  7"),  that  is,  07  +  67'  +  cy" ;  and  similarly  the  terms  in  the  second  and 
third  lines  are  the  like  functions  with  («',  6',  c')  and  (a",  h",  c")  respectively. 

There  is  an  apparently  arbitrary  transposition  of  lines  and  columns ;  the  result  would 
hold  good  if  on  the  left-hand  side  we  had  written  (a,  0,  7),  («',  ff,  y),  (a",  0",  y"), 
or  what  is  the  same  thing,  if  on  the  right-hand  aide  we  had  transposed  the  second 
determinant;  and  either  of  these  changes  would,  it  might  be  thought,  increase  the 
elegance  of  the  form,  but,  for  a  reason  which  need  not  be  explained*,  the  form  actually 
adopted  is  the  preferable  one. 

To  indicate  the  method  of  proof,  observe  that  the  determinant  on  the  left-hand 
side,  qua  linear  function  of  its  columns,  may  be  broken  up  into  a  sum  of  (3=  =)  27 
determinants,  each  of  which  is  either  of  some  snch  form  as 

a  ,  b 
a',  ¥ 
a",    b" 

where   the   term   0^7'   is  not   a   term   of  the   a^y-determinant,  and  its   coefficient   (as 
determinant  with  two  identical  columns)  vanishes ;   or  else  it  ia  of  a  form  such  as 


that  is,  every  term  which  does  not  vanish  contains  as  a  factor  the  a6c- determinant 
last  written  down;  the  sum  of  all  other  factors  ±  ayS'y"  is  the  M;S7-determinant  of 
the  formula;  and  the  final  result  then  is,  that  the  determinant  on  the  left-hand  side 
is  equal  to  the  product  on  the  right-hand  side  of  the  formula. 

7.     Decomposition   of   a  determinant  into   complementary   determinants. — Consider,   for 
simplicity,  a  determinant  of  the  fifth  order,  5  =  2  +  3,  and  let  the  top  two  lines  be 

a.    ,     b    ,    c    ,    d    ,     e . 


h'  , 


nitb  Oio  eorreKponding  tlieorem  for  the  multiplication  of  two  matrices. 
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then,  if  we   consider  how  these  elements  enter   into  the  determinant,  it   is   at  once  seen 

\  a,    b   I 
that   they   enter    only   through    the    determinants    of    the    second    order   I     ^  ,  &e., 

which  can  be  formed  by  selecting  any  two  columns  at  pleasure.  Moreover,  representing 
the  remaining  three  lines  by 

a"  ,     b"  ,    c"  ,     d"  ,    e"   , 

a'" ,    b"' ,     c"' ,    d'" ,     e'"  , 

a"",     b"",    c"",    d"",     e"", 
it   is   further  seen   that   the   factor   which   multiplies   the   determinant   formed   with   any 
two   columns   of  the   first   set   is   the   determinant   of    the   third   order   formed   with   the 
complementary  three   columns   of  the   second   set ;   and  it    thus  appears  that  the  determ- 
inant of  the  fifth  order  is  a  sum  of  all  the  products  of  the  form 
±  ,  a,     6    I   j  c"  ,     d"  ,     e"    j , 
j  «',     b'  I   '  c'",     d'" ,    e'" 

the  sign  +  being  m  each  case  such  that  the  sign  of  the  term  +  ab' .  c"d"'e""  obtained 
from  the  diagonal  elements  of  the  component  determinants  may  be  the  actual  sign  of 
this  term  in  the  determinant  of  the  fifth  order;  for  the  product  ivritten  down  the 
sign  is  obviously  +, 

Observe  that  for  a  determinant  of  the  nth  order,  taking  the  decomposition  to 
be  1+(ti  — 1),  we  fall  back  upon  the  equations  given  at  the  commencement,  in  order 
to  show  the  genesis  of  a  determinant. 


\  a.     b    \ 

8.     Any  determinant  formed   out   of  the  elements  of  the  original  determ- 

I  «■'.  b' 
inant,  by  selecting  the  lines  and  columns  at  pleasure,  is  termed  a  minor  of  the 
original  determinant ;  and  when  the  number  of  lines  and  columns,  or  order  of  the 
determinant,  is  n—l,  then  such  determinant  is  called  a.  first  minor;  the  number  of 
the  first  minors  is  =  n^,  the  first  minors,  in  fact,  corresponding  to  the  several  elements 
of  the  determinant — that  is,  the  coefficient  therein  of  any  term  whatever  is  the  corre- 
sponding first  minor.  The  first  minors,  each  divided  by  the  determinant  itself,  form  a 
system  of  elements  inverse  to  the  elements  of  the  determinant. 

A  determinant  is  symmetrical  when  every  two  elements  symmetrically  situated  in 
regard  to  the  dexter  diagonal  are  equal  to  each  other;  if  they  are  equal  and  opposite 
(that  is,  if  the  sum  of  the  two  elements  be  =  0),  this  relation  not  extending  to  the 
diagonal  elements  themselves,  which  remain  arbitrary,  then  the  determinant  is  skew; 
but  if  the  relation  does  extend  to  the  diagonal  terms  (that  is,  if  these  are  each  =  0), 
then  the  determinant  is  skew  symmetrical;   thus  the  determinants 

0,         V,     -  fi  ■ , 


I  K     b,    f 
respectively  symmetrical,  skew,  and  skew  symmetrical. 


0, 
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The  theory  admits  of  very  extensive  algebraic  developments,  and  applications  in 
algebraical  geometry  and  other  parts  of  mathematics;  but  the  fundamental  properties 
of  the  functions  may  fairly  be  considered  as  included  in  what  precedes. 

Theory  of  Equations. 

9.  In  the  subject  "  Theory  of  Equations,"  the  term  equation  is  used  to  denote  an 
equation  of  the  form  it"  —  piic""' +  ...  ±Pn  =  0,  where  p,,  pn,...,  Pn  are  regarded  as  known, 
and  iB  as  a  quantity  to  be  determined ;   for  shortness,  the  equation  is  written  /(x)  —  0. 

The  equation  may  be  numerical;  that  is,  the  coefficients  pi,  p^,  ...,pn  are  then 
numbers, — understanding  by  number  a  quantity  of  the  form  a+^t  {a  and  0  having 
any  positive  or  negative  real  values  whatever,  or  say  each  of  these  is  regarded  as 
susceptible  of  continuous  variation  from  an  indefinitely  large  negative  to  an  indefinitely 
large  positive  value),  and  i  denoting  V  —  1. 

Or  the  equation  may  be  algebraical;  that  is,  the  coefficients  are  not  then  restricted 
to  denote,  or  are  not  explicitly  considered  as  denoting,  numbers. 

I.  We  consider  iirst  numerical  equations,  (Real  theory,  10  to  14;  Imaginary 
theory,  15  to  18.) 

10.  Postponing  all  consideration  of  imaginaries,  we  take  in  the  first  instance  the 
coefficients  to  be  real,  and  attend  only  to  the  real  roots  (if  any);  that  is,  p,,  Pi,--.,pn 
are  real  positive  or  negative  quantities,  and  a  root  a,  if  it  exists,  is  a  positive  or 
negative  quantity  such  that  a"  — j)ia"~^  +  ...  +  j)„  =  0,  or  say,/(a)  =  0.  The  fundamental 
theorems  are  given  in  the  article  Aigebra,  sections  X.,  XIII.,  XIV. ;  but  there  are  various 
points  in  the  theory  which  require  further  development. 

It  is  very  useful  to  consider  the  curve  y  =fix), — or,  what  would  come  to  the 
same,  the  curve  Ay  =f{x). — but  it  is  better  to  retain  the  first -mentioned  form  of 
equation,  drawing,  if  need  be,  the  ordinate  i/  on  a  reduced  scale.  For  instance,  if  the 
given  equation  be  «=- ejc*  +  11a;  -  6-06  =  0,*  then  the  curve  y  =  a?  —  Qa? -VWx  -  Q-0&  is 
as  shown  in  the  figure  at  page  501,  without  any  reduction  of  scale  for  the  ordinate. 

It  is  clear  that,  in  general,  y  is  a  continuous  one-valued  function  of  x,  finite  for 
every  finite  value  of  x,  but  becoming  infinite  when  x  is  infinite ;  i.e.  assuming  throughout 
that  the  coefficient  of  ic"^  is  + 1,  then  when  ic  =  x,  ^  =  +00;  but  when  x  =  —  <xi,  then 
y  =  +  co  or  —  oc ,  according  as  ;i  is  even  or  odd ;  the  curve  cuts  any  line  whatever, 
and  in  particular  it  cuts  the  axis  of  x,  in  at  most  n  points ;  and  the  value  of  x, 
at  any  point  of  intersection  with  the  axis,  is  a  root  of  the  equation  /{x)  —  0. 

If  ;S,  a  are  any  two  values  of  a>  (a>  ^,  that  is,  a  nearer  +00),  then  if  f(0), 
f(a)  have  opposite  signs,  the  curve  cuts  the  axis  an  odd  number  of  times,  and 
therefore  at  least  once,  between  the  points  x  —  ^,  x  =  a;  but  if  f(^),  /{<^)  have  the 
same  sign,  then  between  these  points  the  curve  cuts  the  axis  an  even  number  of 
times,  or  it  may  be  not  at  all.  That  is,  /(0),  f{a)  having  opposite  signs,  there  are 
between  the   limits   ^,  a   an   odd   number  of  real   roots,  and   therefore   at   least  one  real 

•  The  ooeffieienta  were  selected  so  that  the  roots  might  be  nearly  1,  2,  3. 
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root;  but  f(0),  /(o)  having  the  same  sign  there  are  between  these  limits  an  even 
number  of  real  roots,  or  it  may  be  there  is  no  real  root.  In  particular,  by  giving 
to  |9,  a  the  values  —  cc ,  +  <x>  (or,  what  is  the  same  thing,  any  two  values  sufficiently 
near  to  these  values  respeetivelj )  it  appeals  that  an  equation  of  an  odd  order  has 
always  an  odd  number  of  real  roots,  and  therefore  at  least  one  real  root ;  but  that 
an  equation  of  an  even  order  has  an  even  number  of  real  roots,  or  it  may  be  no 
real  root. 

If  a  be  such  that  for  a:=  or  >a  (that  is,  x  nearer  to  +  x )  f{j;)  is  always  +, 
and  /3  be  such  that  for  a;=  or  <  /3  (that  is,  x  nearer  to  —  oc )  f(x)  is  always  - , 
then  the  real  roots  (if  any)  lie  between  these  limits  x  =  ^,  a:  =  a;  and  it  is  easy  to 
find  by  trial  such  two  limits  including  between  them  all  the  real  roots  (if  any), 

11,  Suppose  that  the  positive  value  S  is  an  inferior  limit  to  the  difference 
between  two  real  roots  of  the  equation ;  or  rather  (since  the  foregoing  expression 
would  imply  the  existence  of  real  roots)  suppose  that  there  are  not  two  real  roots 
such  that  their  difference  taken  positively  is  =  or  <B;  then,  7  being  any  value  what- 
ever, there  is  clearly  at  moat  one  real  root  between  the  limits  7  and  7  +  S ;  and  by 
what  precedes  there  is  such  real  root  or  there  is  not  such  real  root,  according  as 
f(y)'  /(t+S)  '^^^^  opposite  signs  or  have  the  same  sign.  And  by  dividing  in  this 
manner  the  interval  yS  to  a  into  intervats  each  of  which  is  =  or  <  S,  we  should  not 
only  ascertain  the  number  of  the  real  roots  (if  any),  but  we  should  also  separate  the 
real  roots,  that  is,  find  for  each  of  them  limits  7,  7  +  S  between  which  there  lies  this 
one,  and  only  this  one,  real  root. 

In  particular  cases  it  is  frequently  possible  to  ascertain  the  number  of  the  real 
roots,  and  to  effect  their  separation  by  trial  or  otherwise,  without  much  difdculty;  but 
the  foregoing  was  the  general  process  as  employed  by  Lagrange  even  in  the  second 
edition  (1808)  of  the  Traits  de  la  resolution  des  Equatimts  Num^riques* ;  the  determ- 
ination of  the  limit  S  had  to  be  effected  by  means  of  the  "  equation  of  differences " 
or  equation  of  the  order  \n  (« —  1),  the  roots  of  which  are  the  squares  of  the  differences 
of  the  roots  of  the  given  equation,  and  the  process  is  a  cumbrous  and  unsatisfactory  one. 

12.  The  great  step  was  effected  by  Sturm's  theorem  (1835) — viz.  here  starting 
from  the  function  f{x),  and  its  first  derived  function  /'(«),  we  have  (by  a  process 
which  is  a  slight  modification  of  that  for  obtaining  the  greatest  common  measure  of 
these  two  functions)  to  form  a  series  of  functions 

/W,/'W. /.w, ••■,/. w 

of  the  degrees  n,  n—1,  w  — 2, ...,0  respectively, — the  last  term  /„(«)  being  thus  an 
absolute  constant.  These  lead  to  the  immediate  determination  of  the  number  of  real 
roots  (if  any)  between  any  two  given  limits  ^,  a ;  viz.  supposing  a  >  ^  (that  is, 
a  nearer  to  +  00 ),  then  substituting  successively  these  two  values  in  the  series  of 
fiinetions,  and  attending  only  to  the  signs  of  the  resulting  values,  the  number  of  the 
changes   of    sign   lost   in  passing   from    /3    to   a   is    the    required    number   of   real  roots 

*  The  third  edition  (1826)  is  a  reproduetion  0/  that  of  1S08 ;  the  first  edition  has  the  date  179S,  but 
a  large  part  of  the  contents  ia  taken  from  memoirs  of  1767—68  and  1770 — 71. 
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between  the  two  limits.  In  particular,  taking  /3,  a  =  —  «o ,  +  co  respectively,  the  signs 
of  the  several  functions  depend  merely  on  the  signs  of  the  terms  which  contain  the 
highest  powers  of  x,  and  are  seen  by  inspection,  and  the  theorem  thus  gives  at  once 
the  whole  number  of  real  roots. 

And  although  theoretically,  in  order  to  complete  by  a  finite  number  of  operations 
the  separation  of  the  real  roots,  we  still  need  to  know  the  value  of  the  before- 
mentioned  limit  S ;  yet  in  any  given  case  the  separation  may  be  effected  by  a  limited 
number  of  repetitious  of  the  process.  The  practical  difficulty  is  when  two  or  more 
roots  are  very  near  to  each  other.  Suppose,  for  instance,  that  the  theorem  shows  that 
there  are  two  roots  between  0  and  10;  by  giving  to  a:  the  values  1,  2,  3,...  successively, 
it  might  appear  that  the  two  roots  were  between  5  and  6 ;  then  again  that  they 
were  between  5"3  and  o'i,  then  between  5'34  and  5'36,  and  so  on  until  we  arrive  at 
a  separation;  say  it  appears  that  between  .5'346  and  5'347  there  is  one  root,  and 
between  5-348  and  5' 3 49  the  other  root.  But  in  the  case  in  question  S  would  have 
a  very  small  value,  such  as  '002,  and  even  supposing  this  value  known,  the  direct 
application  of  the  first-mentioned  process  would  be  still  more  laborious. 

13.  Supposing  the  separation  once  effected,  the  determination  of  the  single  real 
root  which  lies  between  the  two  given  limits  may  be  effected  to  any  required  degree 
of  approximation  either  by  the  processes  of  Homer  and  Lagrange  (which  are  in 
principle  a  carrying  out  of  the  method  of  Sturm's  theorem),  or  by  the  process  of 
Newton,  as  perfected  by  Fourier  (which  requires  to  be  separately  considered). 

First  as  to  Horner  and  Lagrange.  We  know  that  between  the  limits  ,S,  a  there 
lies  one,  and  only  one,  real  root  of  the  equation;  f(^)  and  /(a)  have  therefore  opposite 
signs.  Suppose  any  intermediate  value  is  0;  in  order  to  determine  by  Sturm's  theorem 
whether  the  root  lies  between  ^,  6,  or  between  6,  a,  it  would  be  quite  unnecessary 
to  calculate  the  signs  o^  f{&),  f  {&),  /^{O),...;  only  the  sign  of  /(O)  is  required:  for, 
if  this  has  the  same  sign  as  /((S),  then  the  root  is  between  0,  d;  if  the  same  sign 
as  /(a),  then  the  root  is  between  9,  a.  Wc  want  to  make  d  increase  firom  the  inferior 
limit  ^,  at  which  /(O)  has  the  sign  of  /O),  so  long  as  f($)  retains  this  sign,  and 
then  to  a  value  for  which  it  assumes  the  opposite  sign ;  we  have  thus  two  nearer 
limits  of  the  required  root,  and  the  process  may  be  repeated  indefinitely. 

Homer's  method  (1819)  gives  the  root  as  a  decimal,  figure  by  figure;  thus,  if  the 
equation  be  known  to  have  one  real  root  between  0  and  10,  it  is  in  effect  shown 
say  that  5  is  too  small  (that  is,  the  root  is  between  6  and  6);  next  that  54  is  too 
small  (that  is,  the  root  is  between  54  and  5'5) ;  and  so  on  to  any  number  of 
decimals.  Each  figure  is  obtained,  not  by  the  successive  trial  of  all  the  figures  which 
precede  it,  but  (as  in  the  ordinary  process  of  the  extraction  of  a  square  root,  which 
is  in  fact  Horner's  process  applied  to  this  particular  case)  it  is  given  presumptively 
as  the  first  figure  of  a  quotient ;  such  value  may  be  too  large,  and  then  the  next 
inferior  integer  must  be  tried  instead  of  it,  or  it  may  require  to  be  further  diminished. 
And  it  is  to  be  remarked  that  the  process  not  only  gives  the  approximate  value  a 
of  the  root,  but  (as  in  the  extraction  of  a  square  root)  it  includes  the  calculation  of 
the   function  /(a)   which   should  be,  and  approximately  is,  =0.     The  arrangement  of  the 
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calculations  is  very  elegant,  and  forms  an  integral  part  of  the  actual  method.  It  is 
to  be  observed  that  after  a  certain  number  of  decimal  places  have  been  obtained,  a 
good  many  more  can  be  found  by  a  mere  division.  It  is  in  the  progress  tacitly 
assumed  that  the  roots  have  been  first  s 


Lagrange's    method   (1767)   gives  the    root   as    a    continued    fraction   a  +  j-     - 

where  a  is  a  positive  or  negative  integer  (which  may  be  =0),  but  b,  c, ...  are  positive 
integers.  Suppose  the  roots  have  been  separated ;  then  (by  trial  if  need  be  of  con- 
secutive  integer   values)   the   limits   may   be   made   to   be   consecutive   integer   numbers : 

say   they   are   a,  a  +  \;   the   value   of    «   is   therefore   =  a  +  - ,   where   y  is   positive   and 

greater   than   1;   from   the  given   equation   for  x,  writing  therein  x  —  a  +  -,  we  form  an 

equation  of  the  same  order  for  y,  and  this  equation  will  have  one,  and  only  one, 
positive   root   greater   than   1 ;    hence   finding   for   it   the   limits   b,  b+l    (where    6   is   = 

or    >  1),   we    have    y  =  6  +  -,   where  z   is    positive    and    greater    than    1;    and   so   on — 

that  is,  we  thus  obtain  the  successive  denominators  b,  o,  d,...  of  the  continued  fraction. 
The  method  is  theoretically  very  elegant,  but  the  disadvantage  is  that  it  gives  the 
result  in  the  form  of  a  continued  fraction,  which  for  the  most  pai-t  must  ultimately 
be  converted  into  a  decimal.  There  is  one  advantage  in  the  method,  that  a  com- 
mensurable root  (that  is,  a  root  equal  to  a  rational  fraction)  is  found  accurately,  since, 
when  such  root  exists,  the  continued  fraction  terminates. 

14.  Newton's  method  (l7ll),  as  perfected  by  Fourier  (1831),  may  be  roughly  stated 
as  follows.  If  a;  =  7  be  an  approximate  value  of  any  root,  and  y  +  h  the  correct  value, 
then /(7 -I- A)  =  0,  that  is, 

/(7)  +  f/'(7)  +  i*"2/"<''>+-  =  °' 

and    then,   if   k    be    so    small    that    the    terms    after    the    second    may  be    neglected, 

/(y)  +  hf'(y)  =  0,  that   is,   ''- =  — '/■t-/^ .   ^^   the   new   approximate   value    is   x=^y  —  'j.,K'\; 

and  so  on,  as  often  as  we  please.  It  will  be  observed  that  so  fer  nothing  has  been 
assumed  as  to  the  separation  of  the  roots,  or  even  as  to  the  existence  of  a  real 
root;  7  has  been  taken  as  the  approximate  value  of  a  root,  but  no  precise  meaning 
has  been  attached  to  this  expression.  The  question  arises,  what  are  the  conditions  to 
be  satisfied  by  y  in  order  that  the  process  may  by  successive  repetitions  actually  lead 
to    a    certain    real  root    of  the    equation ;    or    say  that,  7    being   an  approximate    value  of 

a  certain  real  root,  the  new  value  7  ~  '^,        may  be  a  more  approximate  value. 

Referring  to  the  figure,  it  is  easy  to  see  that,  if  00  represent  the  assumed 
value  7,  then,  drawing  the  ordinate  CP  to  meet  the  curve  in  P,  and  the  tangent 
PC  to  meet  the  axis  in  C,  we  shall  have  00'  as  the  new  approximate  value  of  the 
root.     But   observe   that   there   is   here   a   real   root  OX,  and   that   the   curve  beyond  X 
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is  convex  to  the  axis;  under  these  conditions  the  point  C  is  nearer  to  X  than 
was  G;  and,  starting  with  C  instead!  of  G,  and  proceeding  in  like  manner  to  draw 
a  new  ordinate  and  tangent,  and  so  on  as  often  as  we  please,  we  approximate  con- 
tinually, and  that  with  great  rapidity,  to  the  true  value  OX.  But  if  G  had  been 
taken  on  the  other  side  of  X,  where  the  curve  is  concave  to  the  axis,  the  new 
point   6"    might   or   might   not    be    nearer   to   X   than    was    the   point   G;    and   in   this 


case  the  method,  if  it  succeeds  at  all,  does  so  by  accident  only,  i.e.,  it  may  happen 
that  G'  or  some  subsequent  point  comes  to  be  a  point  G,  such  that  OG  is  a  proper 
approximate  value  of  the  root,  and  then  the  subsequent  approximations  proceed  in  the 
same  manner  as  if  this  value  had  been  assumed  in  the  first  instance,  all  the  pre- 
ceding work  being  wasted.  It  thus  appears  that  for  the  proper  application  of  the 
method  we  require  m,(yre  than  the  mere  separation  of  the  roots.  In  order  to  be  able 
to  approximate  to  a  certain  root  a,  =  OX,  we  require  to  know  that,  between  OX  and 
some  value  ON,  the  curve  is  always  convex  to  the  axis :  analytically,  between  the  two 
values, /(ic)  and  f"{co)  must  have  always  the  same  sign.  When  this  is  so,  the  point 
C  may  be  taken  anywhere  on  the  proper  side  of  X,  and  within  the  portion  XN  of 
the  axis;  and  the  process  is  then  the  one  already  explained.  The  approximation  is 
in  general  a  very  rapid  one.  If  we  know  for  the  required  root  OX  the  two  limits 
OM,  ON  such  that  from  M  to  X  the  curve  is  always  concave  to  the  axis,  while 
from  X  to  Jf  it  is  always  convex  to  the  axis, — then,  taking  D  anywhere  in  the 
portion  MX  and  (as  before)  C  in  the  portion  XN,  drawing  the  ordinates  1)Q,  CP, 
and  joining  the  points  P,  Q  by  a  line  which  meets  the  axis  in  I)',  also  constructing 
the  point  G'  by  means  of  the  tangent  at  P  as  before,  we  have  for  the  required  root 
the  new  limits  OD',  OG';  and  proceeding  in  like  manner  with  the  points  D',  G',  and 
so  on  as  often  as  we  please,  we  obtain  at  each  step  two  limits  approximating  more 
and  more  nearly  to  the  required  root  OX.  The  process  as  to  the  point  D',  translated 
into  analysis,  is  the  ordinate  process  of  interpolation.  Suppose  OJ)^0,  OC  =  a,  we  have 
approximately 


whence,  if  the  root  is  0- 


'  h,  then 


(g-ffl/tf) 
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Returning  for  a  moment  to  Homer's  method,  it  may  be  remarked  that  the 
correction  h,  to  an  approximate  value  a,  is  therein  found  as  a  quotient,  the  same  or 
such  as  the  quotient  /(a)  -i-f  (a)  which  presents  itself  in  Newton's  method.  The 
difference  is  that  with  Homer  the  integer  part  of  this  quotient,  is  taken  as  the 
presumptive  value  of  h,  and  the  figure  is  verified  at  each  step.  With  Newton  the 
quotient  itself,  developed  to  the  proper  number  of  decimal  places,  is  taken  as  the 
value  of  A ;  if  too  many  decimals  are  taken,  there  would  be  a  waste  of  work ;  but 
the  error  would  correct  itself  at  the  nest  step.  Of  course  the  calculation  should  be 
conducted  without  any  such  waste  of  work. 

Next  as  to  the  theory  of  imaginaries. 

15.  It  will  be  recollected  that  the  expression  number  and  the  con-elative  epithet 
numerical  were  at  the  outset  used  in  a  wide  sense,  as  extending  to  imaginaries.  This 
extension  arises  out  of  the  theory  of  equations  by  a  process  analogous  to  that  by 
which  number,  in  its  original  most  restricted  sense  of  positive  integer  number,  was 
extended  to  have  the  meaning  of  a  real  positive  or  negative  magnitude  susceptible 
of  continuous  variation. 

If  for  a  moment  number  is  understood  in  its  most  restricted  sense  as  meaning 
positive    integer    number,   the    solution    of    a    simple    equation    leads    to    an    extension; 

ax  —  h  =  0,  gives  « =  - ,  a  positive   fraction,  and   we   can   in   this  manner   represent,   not 

accurately,  but  as  nearly  as   we  please,  any  positive  magnitude  whatever;   so  an  equation 

o^:  +  h  —  0    gives    x  =  — ,    which    (approximately    as    before)    represents    any    negative 

magnitude.  We  thus  arrive  at  the  extended  signification  of  number  as  a  continuously 
varying  positive  or  negative  magnitude.  Such  numbers  may  be  added  or  subtracted, 
multiplied  or  divided  one  by  another,  and  the  result  is  always  a  number.  Now  from 
a  quadric  equation  we  derive,  in  like  manner,  the  notion  of  a  complex  or  imaginary 
number  such  as  is  spoken  of  above.  The  equation  a;^+l  =  0  is  not  (in  the  foregoing 
sense,  number  =  real  number)  satisfied  by  any  numerical  value  whatever  of  x ;  but  we 
assume  that  there  is  a  number  which  we  call  i,  satisfying  the  equation  i'  + 1  =  0 ; 
and  then  taking  a  and  b  any  real  numbers,  we  form  an  expression  such  as  a  +  bi, 
and  use  the  expression  number  in  this  extended  sense :  any  two  such  numbers  may 
be  added  or  subtracted,  multiplied  or  divided  one  by  the  other,  and  the  result  is 
always  a  number.  And  if  we  consider  first  a  quadric  equation  x^  -{-px-Y  q  =  (i  where 
p  and  q  are  real  numbers,  and  next  the  like  equation,  where  p  and  q  are  any  numbers 
whatever,  it  can  be  shown  that  there  exists  for  x  a  numerical  value  which  satisfies 
the  equation ;  or,  in  other  words,  it  can  be  shown  that  the  equation  has  a  numerical 
root.  The  like  theorem,  in  fact,  holds  good  for  an  equation  of  any  order  whatever. 
But  suppose  for  a  moment  that  this  was  not  the  case :  say  that  there  was  a  cubic 
equation  a?  +  px'' +  qsc  +  r—0,  with  numerical  coefficients,  not  satisfied  by  any  numerical 
value  of  X,  we  should  have  to  establish  a  new  imaginary  j  satisfying  some  such 
equation,  and  should  then  have  to  consider  numbers  of  the  form  a  +  hj,  or  perhaps 
a-\-}yj  +  cf  {a,  h,  c  numbers  a  +  ^i  of  the  kind  heretofore  considered), — first  we  should 
be   thrown   back    on   the   quadric   equation   ^+px  +  q  —  0,  p  and   q  being   now  numbers 
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of  the  last -mentioned  extended  form- — non  constat  that  every  such  equation  has  a 
numerical  root — and  if  not,  we  might  be  led  to  other  imaginaries  k,  I,  &c.,  and  so  on 
ad  infinitum  in  inextricable  confusion. 

But  in  fact  a  numerical  equation  of  any  order  whatever  has  always  a  numerical 
root,  and  thus  numbers  (in  the  foregoing  sense,  number  =  quantity  of  the  form  a.  +  0i) 
form  {what  real  numbers  do  not)  a  universe  complete  in  itself,  such  that  starting  in 
it  we  are  never  led  out  of  it.  There  may  very  well  be,  and  perhaps  are,  numbers  in 
a  more  genera!  sense  of  the  term  (quaternions  are  not  a  case  in  point,  as  the 
ordinary  laws  of  combination  are  not  adhered  to) :  but  in  order  to  have  to  do  with 
such  numbers  (if  any),  we  must  start  with  them. 

16.  The  capital  theorem  as  regards  numerical  equations  thus  is.  every  numerical 
equation  has  a  numerical  root ;  or  for  shortness  (the  meaning  being  as  before),  every 
equation  has  a  root,  Of  course  the  theorem  is  the  reverse  of  self-evident,  and  it 
requires  proof;  but  provisionally  assuming  it  as  true,  we  derive  from  it  the  general 
theory  of  numerical  equations.  As  the  term  root  was  introduced  in  the  course  of  an 
explanation,  it  will  be  convenient  to  give  here  the  formal  definition. 

A  number  a  such  that  substituted  for  x  it  makes  the  function  a^— ^iic"~'+ -.-±Pb 
to  be  =  0,  or  say  such  that  it  satisfies  the  equation  f(x)  =  0,  is  said  to  be  a  root 
of  the  equation ;   that  is,  a  being  a  root,  we  have 

a"— jJia"~'+ ...  ±^„=0,  or  sayy^(a)  =  0; 
and   it   is   then   easily  shown   that  x—  a   is  a   fiictor   of  the   function  /(x),  viz.   that  we 
have  f{x)  =  {x  —  a)fi(x),  where  fi{x)   is  a  function   a:""' —  gia^'~^+ ...  +^n_i  of  the   order 
n  —  \,  with  numerical  coefficients  g,,  qs,  ■.■,qn-^■ 

In  general,  a  is  not  a  root  of  the  equation  /i  {x)  =  0,  but  it  may  be  ao— i.e.,  /,  {x) 
may  contain  the  factor  x  —  a;  when  this  is  so,  f{x)  will  contain  the  factor  {x  —  of ; 
writing  then /(a;)  =  (ic  —  a)'/^  (ic),  and  assuming  that  a  is  not  a  root  of  the  equation 
J'^{ce)  =  0,  x=-a  is  then  said  to  be  a  double  root  of  the  equation  f(x)=(i;  and  similarly 
f{x)  may  contain  the  factor  {x—af  and  no  higher  power,  and  x^^a  is  then  a  triple 
root;   and  so  on. 

Supposing,  in  genei-al,  thai,  f{x)  =  {x  —  a)' Fix),  a  being  a  positive  integer  which 
may  be  =1,  (x  —  a)-^  the  highest  power  oi  x  —  a  which  divides  f{x),  and  F(ie)  being 
of  course  of  the  order  n  —  a,  then  the  equation  F{x)  =  0  will  have  a  root  b  which 
will  be  different  from  a;  x  —  b  will  be  a  factor,  in  general  a  simple  one,  but  it  may 
be  a  multiple  one,  of  F(x),  and  /(x)  will  in  this  case  ,  be  =  {x  —  a)' (x  —  by  0  (x), 
yS  a  positive  integer  which  may  be  =1,  {x—bf  the  highest  power  of  x  —  b  in  F{x) 
or  f(x),  and  0 (x)  being  of  course  of  the  order  n  —  a—0.  The  original  equation 
/(x)  =  0  is  in  this  case  said  to  have  a  roots  each  =  a,  y3  roots  each  =  b ;  and  so  on 
for  any  other  factors  (ic  —  c)'',  &c. 

We  have  thus  the  theorem — A  numerical  equation  of  the  order  n  has  in  every 
case  n  roots,  viz.  there  exist  n  numbers  a,  b,...,  in  general  all  distinct,  but  which  may 
arrange  themselves  in  any  sets  of  equal  values,  such  that  f(x)  =  (x—a)(x  —  b)(x  —  c)... 
identically. 
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If  the  equation  has  equal  roots,  these  can  in  general  be  determined;  and  the  case 
is  at  any  rate  a  special  one  which  may  be  in  the  first  instance  excluded  from  con- 
sideration. It  is  therefore,  in  general,  assumed  that  the  equation  /(ic)  =  0  has  ail  its 
roots  unequal. 

If  the  coefficients  pi,  p^,...  are  all  or  any  one  or  more  of  them  imaginary,  then 
the  equation  f{x)  =  0,  separating  the  real  and  imaginary  parts  thereof,  may  be  written 
F{x)-ri^{x)^Q,  where  F {w),  ^{x)  are  each  of  them  a  function  with  real  coefficients; 
and  it  thus  appears  that  the  equation  f{x)—0,  with  imaginary  coefficients,  has  not  in 
general  any  real  root;  supposing  it  to  have  a  real  root  a,  this  must  be  at  once  a 
root  of  each  of  the  equations  F{x)  =  0  and  ^  {x)  =  0. 

But  an  equation  with  real  coefficients  may  have  as  well  imaginary  as  real  roots, 
and  we  have  further  the  theorem  that  for  any  such  equation  the  imaginary  roots 
enter  in  paij-s,  viz.  a+^i  being  a  root,  then  a-^i  will  be  also  a  root.  It  follows 
that,  if  the  order  be  odd,  there  is  always  an  odd  number  of  real  roots,  and  therefore 
at  least  one  real  root. 

17.  In  the  case  of  an  equation  with  real  coefficients,  the  question  of  the  existence 
of  real  roots,  and  of  their  separation,  has  been  already  considered.  In  the  general  case 
of  an  equation  \vith  imaginary  (it  may  be  real)  coefficients,  the  like  question  arises  aa 
to  the  situation  of  the  (real  or  imaginary)  roots ;  thus  if,  for  facility  of  conception,  we 
regard  the  constituents  a,  jS  of  a  root  « +  /Si  as  the  coordinates  of  a  point  in  piano, 
and  accordingly  represent  the  root  by  such  point,  then  drawing  in  the  plane  any  closed 
curve  or  "  contour,"  the  question  is  how  many  roots  lie  within  such  contour. 

This  is  solved  theoretically  by  means  of  a  theorem  of  Cauchy's  (1837),  viz.  writing 
in  the  original  equation  x  +  iy  in  place  of  x,  the  function  f(x  +  iy)  becomes  =  P  +  iQ, 
where  P  and  Q  are  each  of  them  a  rational  and  integral  function  (with  real  coefficients) 
of  {x,  y).  Imagining  the  point  {x,  y)  to  travel  along  the  contour,  and  considering  the 
number  of  changes  of  sign  from  -  to  +  and  from  +  to  -  of  the  fraction  corresponding 
to  passages  of  the  fraction  through  zero,  that  is,  to  values  for  which  P  becomes  =0, 
disregarding  those  for  which  Q  becomes  =  0,  the  difference  of  these  numbers  gives 
the  number  of  roots  within  the  contour. 

It  is  important  to  remark  that  the  demonstration  does  not  presuppose  the  existence 
of  any  root ;  the  contour  may  be  the  infinity  of  the  plane  (such  infinity  regarded  as 
a  contour,  or  closed  curve),  and  in  this  case  it  can  be  shown  (and  that  very  easily) 
that  the  difference  of  the  numbers  of  changes  of  sign  is  =n;  that  is,  there  are 
within  the  infinite  contour,  or  (what  is  the  same  thing)  there  are  in  all,  n  roots  ■ 
thus  Cauchy's  theorem  contains  really  the  proof  of  the  fundamental  theorem  that  a 
numerical  equation  of  the  nth  order  (not  only  has  a  numerical  root,  but)  hat>  pieciielv 
11  roots.  It  would  appear  that  this  proof  of  the  fundamental  theorem  m  its  most 
complete  form  is  in  principle  identical  with  Gauss's  last  proof  (1849)  of  the  theoiem, 
in  the  foim — A  numerical  equation  of  the  nth  order  ha&  always  a  root* 

"  The  earlier  demonstrations  by  Eulei,  La(,ran„e  do,  relate  to  the  case  of  a,  numencal  equation  witli 
real  coe&tients  and  they  conaiht  m  showing  that  such  equation  has  always  a  real  quadratic  diviaur 
furnishing  two  roofn  i^hith  ate  either  real  or  eiaa  coEjugate  imaginaries  a  +  ^i:  see  La^iange  s  Ljuilions 
NutMnqiies 
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But  in  the  case  of  a  finite  contour,  the  actual  determination  of  the  difference 
which  gives  the  numher  of  real  roots  can  be  effected  only  in  the  case  of  a  rectangular 
contour,  by  applying  to  each  of  its  sides  separately  a  method  such  as  that  of  Sturm's 
theorem;  and  thus  the  actual  determination  ultimately  depends  on  a  method  such  as 
that  of  Sturm's  theorem. 

Very  little  has  been  done  in  regard  to  the  calculation  of  the  imaginaiy  roots  of 
an  equation  by  approximation ;   and  the  question  is  not  here  considered, 

18.  A  class  of  numerical  equations  which  needs  to  be  considered  is  that  of  the 
binomial  equations  a;"  — a  =  0  (a=a+0i,  a  complex  number).  The  foregoing  conclusions 
apply,  viz.  there  are  always  n  roots,  which,  it  may  be  shown,  are  all  unequal  And 
these  can  be  found  numerically  by  the  extraction  of  the  square  root,  and  of  an  mth 
root,  of  real  numbers,  and  by  the  aid  of  a  table  of  natural  sines  and  cosines*.  Foi- 
writing 

Wa'  +  ff'  Va=  +  ^=  J 
there  is  always  a  real  angle  X  (positive  and  less  than  27r),  such  that  its  cosine  and 
ipectively ;  that  is,  writing  for  shortness  Va^  +  0^  =  p, 
have  a  +  0i  =  p  (cos  X  + 1  sin  X),  or  the  equation  is  ic"  =  p  (cos  \  +  i  sin  X) ;  hence 
observing  that  fcoe-+isin-j  =cos\  +  isinX,  a  value  of  ie  is  ^v'p  (cos -  +  isin -j . 
The  formula  really  gives  all  the  roots,  for  instead  of  X  we  may  write  X  +  2sTr,  s  a 
positive  or  negative  integer,  and  then  we  have 

„/-  /       \  +  2s7r       ,    .    \  +  2s7r\ 
ie  =  v  p\  cos  ■ + 1  sm 1 , 

which  has  the  n  values  obtained  by  giving  to  s  the  values  0,  1,  2,...,  n-1  in  succession; 
the  roots  are,  it  is  clear,  represented  by  points  lying  at  equal  intervals  on  a  circle. 
But  it  is  more  convenient  to  proceed  somewhat  diiFerently ;  taking  one  of  the  roots 
to  be  0,  so  that  8"  =  a,  then  assuming  3:=0y,  the  equation  becomes  2/''-l=0,  which 
equation,  like  the  original  equation,  has  precisely  n  roots  (one  of  them  being  of  course 
=  1).  And  the  original  equation  x-'-a^O  is  thus  reduced  to  the  more  simple 
equation  ic"  - 1  =  0 ;  and  although  the  theory  of  this  equation  is  included  in  the  pre- 
ceding one,  yet  it  is  proper  to  state  it  separately. 

The  equation  ^"-1=0  has  its  several  roots  expressed  in  the  form  1,  m,  w^...,  q)"~', 
where  to  may  be  taken  =  cos  —  +  i  sin  — ;  in  fact,  m  having  this  value,  any  integer 
power  «*  is  =cos^''-  +  isin^,  and  we  thence  have  (^*r  =  cos  Stt^  +  i  sin  27r&,  =1, 
that  is,  w*  is  a  root  of  the  equation.     The  theory  will  be  resumed  further  on. 

*  The  square  root  of  a.  +  fli  can  be  detenriined  by  the  eitraetion  o{  sanare  roots  of  positive  real  numbers, 
without  the  trigonomeWioal  tables. 

0.   XI.  S4 
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By  what  precedes,  we  are  led  to  the  notion  (a  numerical)  of  the  radical  a"  regarded 
as   an   ji-valued   function ;   any   one   of  these   being   denoted   by   v'a,   then   the   series   of 

values  is  \/a,  <a\/a,...,  o)"~'v^a;  or  we  may,  if  we  please,  use  \/a  instead  of  a"  as 
a  symbol  to  denote  the  Ji-valued  function. 

As  the  coefficients  of  an  algebraical  equation  may  be  numerical,  all  which  follows 
in  regard  to  algebraical  equations  is  (with,  it  may  be,  some  few  modifications)  applicable 
to  numerical  equations;  and  hence,  concluding  for  the  present  this  subject,  it  will  be 
convenient  to  pass  on  to  algebraical  equations. 

II.     We  consider,  secondly,  algebraical  equations  (19  to  34). 

19.     The  equation  is 

and  we  here  assume  the  existence  of  roots,  viz,  we  assume  that  there  are  n  quantities 
a,  b,  c, ...  (in  general  all  of  them  different,  but  which  in  particular  cases  may  become 
equal  in  sets  in  any  manner),  such  that 


-j),.«"~'  4- ...  +  pn 


=  0; 


looking   at   the   question   in   a   different   point   of  view,    and   starting   with   the   roots 
b,   c, ...    as  given,   we   express   the    product    of   the   n    factors   x  —  a,   x  —  b,...    in    the 
form,   and    thus   arrive   at   an    equation    of   the   order    n    having    the    n  roots 
a,  b,  c, In  either  case  we  have 

yi  =  Sn,    p^^'S.oh,...,    pn  —  abc,..\ 

i.e.,  regarding  the  coefficients  p,,  pi,...,pn  as  given,  then  we  assume  the  existence  of 
roots  a,  b,  c, ...  such  that  ^  =  2«,  &c. ;  or,  regarding  the  roots  as  given,  then  we  write 
P„  Pa,  &c.,  to  denote  the  functions  2a.,  Sab,  &c. 

As  already  explained,  the  epithet  algebraical  is  not  used  in  opposition  to  numerical ; 
an  algebraical  equation  is  merely  an  equation  wherein  the  coefficients  are  not  restricted 
to  denote,  or  are  not  explicitly  considered  as  denoting,  numbers.  That  the  abstraction 
is  legitimate,  appears  by  the  simplest  example;  in  saying  that  the  equation  3?—px  +  q  =  0 
has  a  root  « =  ^  (p  +  '^p'  —  4iq),  we  mean  that  writing  this  value  for  x  the  equation 
becomes  an  identity,  [J(p  + Vp^  — 4^))'— p  (^(p  + Vp^  — 4g)}  +  2  =  0;  and  the  verification 
of  this  identity  in  nowise  depends  upon  p  and  q  meaning  numbers.  But  if  it  be 
asked  what  there  is  beyond  numerical  equations  included  in  the  term  algebraical 
equation,  or,  again,  what  is  the  full  extent  of  the  meaning  attributed  to  the  term — 
the  latter  question  at  any  rate  it  would  be  very  difficult  to  answer;  as  to  the  former 
one,  it  may  be  said  that  the  coefficients  may,  for  instance,  be  symbols  of  operation. 
As  regartis  such  equations,  there  is  certainly  no  proof  that  every  equation  has  a  root, 
or  that  an  equation  of  the  «th  order  has  n  roots;  nor  is  it  in  any  wise  clear  what 
the  precise  signification  of  the  statement  is.  But  it  is  found  that  the  assumption  of 
the   existence   of    the   n   roots    can   be   made   without    contradictory   results ;    conclusions 


Hosted  by 


Google 


786]  EQUATION.  507 

derived  from  it,  if  they  involve  the  roots,  rest  on  the  same  ground  as  the  original 
assumption ;  but  the  conclusion  may  be  independent  of  the  roots  altogether,  and  in  this 
case  it  is  undoubtedly  valid ;  the  reasoning,  although  actually  conducted  by  aid  of  the 
assumption  {and,  it  may  be,  most  easily  and  elegantly  in  this  manner),  is  really  inde- 
pendent of  the  assumption.  In  illustration,  we  observe  that  it  is  allowable  to  express 
a  function  of  p  and  q  as  follows, — that  is,  by  meana  of  a  rational  symmetrical  function 
of  a  and  b ;  this  can,  as  a  fact,  be  expressed  as  a  rational  function  of  a  +  6  and  ab ; 
and  if  we  prescribe  that  a  +  b  and  ab  shall  then  be  changed  into  p  and  q  respectively, 
we  have  the  required  function  of  p,  q.  That  is,  we  have  F(a,  ^)  as  a  representation 
of  f(p,  q),  obtained  as  if  we  had  p  =  a  +  b,  q  =  ab,  but  without  in  any  wise  assuming 
the  existence  of  the  a,  b  of  these  equations. 

20.     Starting  from  the  equation 

x"  —  pia)'^~^  +  ...  =x  —  a.x  —  b.  &c., 
or  the  equivalent  equations  p,  =  Sd,  &c.,  we  find 

a"~pia'^'-|-  ...  =  0, 
6"-p,6"-'  +  ...=0; 

(it  is  as  satisfying  these  equations  that  a,b,...  are  said  to  be  the  roots  of  ic"  — p,iC''~'  +  ...=0); 
and  conversely  from  the  last -mentioned  equations,  assuming  that  «,  6,...  are  all  different, 
we  deduce 

p,  =  Sa,    p.i  =  '%ab,  &c., 
and 

x'^  —  p,as'^^  +  ...  =x  —  a.x  —  b.  &c. 

Observe  that  if,  for  instance,  a  =  b,  then  the  equations  «."— j),a"~'-l- ...  =  0,  i"— pi6"-^-|-...=0 
would  reduce  themselves  to  a  single  relation,  which  would  not  of  itself  express  that 
a  was  a  double  root, — that  is,  that  {x-af  was  a  fiictor  of  a;"-piiC''-'-t-&c, ;  but  by 
considering  b  as  the  limit  oi  a  +  h,  h  indefinitely  small,  we  obtain  a  second  equation 

which,  with  the  first,  expresses  that  a  is  a  double  root ;  and  then  the  whole  system 
of  equations  leads  as  before  to  the  equations  p^  =  Sa,  &c.  But  the  existence  of  a 
double  root  implies  a  certain  relation  between  the  coefficients ;  the  general  case  is 
when  the  roots  are  all  unequal. 

We  have  then  the  theorem  that  every  rational  symmetrical  function  of  the  roots 
is  a  rational  function  of  the  coefficients.  This  is  an  easy  consequence  from  the  less 
general  theorem,  every  rational  and  integral  symmetrical  function  of  the  roots  is  a 
rational  and  integral  function  of  the  coefficients. 

In  particular,  the  sums  of  the  powers  2a^  'S.a?,  &c.,  are  rational  and  integral 
functions  of  the  coefficients. 
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The  process  originally  employed  for  the  expression  of  other  functions  Sa'fc^,  &c., 
terms  of  the  coefficients  is  to  make  them  depend  upon  the  sums  of  powers ;  for 
nstance,  2a"6s  =  Sa'So^  -  2a"+^  ;  but  this  is  very  objectionable ;  the  true  theory  consists 
.n  showing  that  we  have  systems  of  equations 

P,     -So, 


ip. 

= 

Sah, 

\p.' 

-la 

'+2tab. 

r. 

. 

Safe 

P'P 

_ 

ia'b  + 

Stabc 

Pi' 

-J« 

+  3Sa'6  + 

eXabc 

where  in  each  system  there  are  precisely  as  many  equations  as  there  are  root -functions 
on  the  right-hand  side — e.g.  3  equations  and  3  functions  So&c,  'S.a^b,  Set'.  Hence  in 
each  system  the  root-functions  can  be  determined  linearly  in  terms  of  the  powers  and 
products  of  the  coefficients : 

(lab   =  ps, 

I'S.abc  =  ps, 

j2a'&  =  PiP^-Sps. 

\l,a^    =  Pi'  -  Spip,  -I-  3pa, 

and  so  on.  The  older  process,  if  applied  consistently,  would  derive  the  originally 
assumed  value  Sot,  =j>3,  from  the  two  equations  Sa=p,,  2([=  =  pi=  —  Spj :  i.e.  we  have 
aSafi  =  %a  .%a~  2a^,  =  p^^  —  (p,=  —  2ps),  =  2pj. 

21,  It  is  convenient  to  mention  here  the  theorem  that,  a:  being  determined  as 
above  by  an  equation  of  the  order  n,  any  rational  and  integral  function  whatever  of  x, 
or  more  generally  any  rational  function  which  does  not  become  infinite  in  virtue  of 
the  equation  itself,  can  be  expressed  as  a  rational  and  integral  function  of  x,  of  the 
order  n  —  1,  the  coefficients  being  rational  functions  of  the  coefficients  of  the  equation. 
Thus  the  equation  gives  jc"  a  function  of  the  form  in  question ;  multiplying  each  side 
by  X,  and  on  the  right-hand  side  writing  for  a;"  its  foregoing  value,  we  have  x"^',  a 
function  of  the  form  in  question ;  and  the  like  for  any  higher  power  of  a;,  and  therefore 
also  for  any  rational  and  integral  function  of  x.  The  proof  in  the  case  of  a  rational 
non-integral   function   is   somewhat   more   complicated.     The   final   result   is   of   the   form 

—^  =  J(x),  or  say  ip  (x)  -  ■ilr  (x)  I  (x)  =  0,  where  0,  i/r,  /  are  rational  and  integral 
functions ;  in  other  words,  this  equation,  being  true  if  only  f{x)  =  0,  can  only  be  so 
by  reason  that  the  left-hand  side  contains  /(x)  as  a  factor,  or  we  must  have  identically 

4i{x)  —  ifr{x)I(x)^M(x)f(x).  And  it  is,  moreover,  clear  that  the  equation  ^^  =  I(x) 
being  satisfied  if  only  /(«)  =  0,  must  be  satisfied  by  each  root  of  the  equation. 
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From  the  theorem  that  a  rational  symmetrical  function  of  the  roots  is  expressihle 
in  terms  of  the  coefficients,  it  at  once  follows  that  it  is  possible  to  determine  an 
equation  (of  an  assignable  order)  having  for  its  roots  the  several  values  of  any  given 
(unsymmetrical)  function  of  the  roots  of  the  given  equation.  For  example,  in  the  case  of 
a  quartic  equation,  having  the  roots  (a,  b,  c,  d),  it  is  possible  to  find  an  equation  having 
the  roots  ah,  ac,  ad,  be,  bd,  cd,  being  therefore  a  sextie  equation :   viz,  in  the  product 

{y  -  «6)  {y  -  ac)  (y  -  "i^)  iy-^<^)iy-^^iy-  od), 

the  coefficients  of  the  several  powers  of  y  will  be  symmetrical  functions  of  a,  b,  c,  d 
and  therefore  rational  and  integral  functions  of  the  coeSicients  of  the  quartic  equation ; 
hence,  supposing  the  product  so  expressed,  and  equating  it  to  zero,  we  have  the 
required  sextie  equation.  In  the  same  manner  can  be  found  the  sextie  equation 
having  the  roots  (a  —  by,  {a  —  cf,  (a  —  dy,  {b  ~  cf,  (b  ~  dy,  (c  —  dy,  which  is  the  equation 
of  differences  previously  referred  to ;  and  similarly  we  obtain  the  equation  of  differences 
for  a  given  equation  of  any  order.  Again,  the  equation  sought  for  may  be  that  having 
for  its  n  roots  the  given  rational  functions  <^(ra),  0(6),...  of  the  several  roots  of  the 
given  equation  Any  such  rational  function  can  (as  was  shown)  be  expressed  as  a 
rational  and  integral  function  of  the  order  n—  I;  and,  retaining  w  in  place  of  any 
one  of  the  roots,  the  problem  is  to  find  y  from  the  equations  x" —pia^^  + ...  =0,  and 
^  =  Jfj,^"-'  + JlfiiC"~"  +  ...,  or,  what  is  the  same  thing,  from  these  two  equations  to 
eliminate  x.     This  is,  in  fact,  Tschirnhausen's  transformation  (1683). 

22.  In  connexion  with  what  precedes,  the  question  arises  as  to  the  number  of 
values  (obtained  by  permutations  of  the  roots)  of  given  unsymmetrical  functions  of  the 
roots,  or  say  of  a  given  set  of  letters :  for  instance,  with  roots  or  letters  (a,  b,  c,  d) 
as  before,  how  many  values  are  there  of  the  function  ab-i-cd,  or  better,  how  many 
functions  are  there  of  this  form  ?  The  answer  is  3,  viz.  ab  +  cd,  ac  +  bd,  ad+bc;  or 
again  we  may  ask  whether,  in  the  case  of  a  given  number  of  letters,  there  exist 
functions  with  a  given  number  of  values,  3-valued,  4-vaIued  functions,  &c. 

It  is  at  once  seen  that  for  any  given  number  of  letters  there  exist  2-valued 
functions;  the  product  of  the  differences  of  the  letters  is  such  a  function;  however 
the  letters  are  interchanged,  it  alters  only  its  sign ;  or  say  the  two  values  are  A,  —  A. 
And  if  P,  Q  are  symmetrical  functions  of  the  letters,  then  the  general  form  of  such 
a  function  is  P  +  QA ;   this  has  only  the  two  values  P  +  QA,  P  —  QA. 

In  the  case  of  4  letters  there  exist  (as  appears  above)  3-valued  functions :  but 
in  the  case  of  5  letters  there  does  not  exist  any  3- valued  or  4-va!ued  function ;  and 
the  only  5-valned  functions  are  those  which  are  symmetrical  in  regard  to  four  of  the 
letters,  and  can  thus  be  expressed  in  terms  of  one  letter  and  of  symmetrical  functions 
of  all  the  letters.  These  last  theorems  present  themselves  in  the  demonstration  of 
the  non-existence  of  a  solution  of  a  quintic  equation  by  radicals. 

The  theory  is  an  extensive  and  important  one,  depending  on  the  notions  of  std)- 
stitutions  and  of  groups  *. 

*  A  EubBtitutioQ  is  the  operation  by  which  we  pass  from  the  primitive  arrangement  of  n  letters  to  any 
other  acrangeiiient  of   the   same  letters:    tor   instance,   the  BubstJtutioH    /- — -•  means  Uiat   a   is  to  be  changed 
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23,  Returning  to  equations,  we  have  the  very  important  theorem  that,  given  the 
value  of  any  unsymmetrical  function  of  the  roots,  e.g.  in  the  case  of  a  quartic 
equation,  the  function  ab  +  cd,  it  is  in  general  possible  to  determine  rationally  the 
value  of  any  similar  function,  such  as  (a  +  by  +  (c  +  df. 

The  a  priori  ground  of  this  theorem  may  be  illustrated  by  means  of  a  numerical 
equation.  Suppose  that  the  roots  of  a  quartic  equation  are  1,  2,  3,  4,  then  if  it  is 
given  that  a6  +  crf=14,  this  in  effect  determines  a,  b  to  be  1,  2  and  c,  d  to  be  3,  4 
(viz.  a  =  l,  6=2  or  a  =  2,  6  =  1,  and  c  =  3,  d=4  or  c  =  4,  d  =  3)  or  else  a,  6  to  be 
3,  4  and  c,  d  to  be  1,  2;  and  it  therefore  in  effect  determines  {a  +  hf  ■'r  {o -V  df  to 
be  =  370,  and  not  any  other  value ;  that  is,  {a  +  hf  +  (e  +  d)^  as  having  a  single  value, 
must  be  determinable  rationally.  And  we  can  in  the  same  way  account  for  cases  of 
failure  as  regards  particular  equations;  thus,  the  roots  being  1,  2,  S,  4  as  before, 
a=6  =  2  determines  a  to  be  =  1  and  6  to  be  =2;  but  if  the  roots  had  been  1,  2,  4,  16 
then  a?b  =  \G  does  not  uniquely  determine  a,  h  but  only  makes  them  to  be  1,  16  or 
2,  4  respectively. 

As  to  the  a  posteriori  proof,  assume,  for  instance, 

t,  =  ab  +  cd,    y^={a  +  bf-\-{c  ■\-  df, 

t^  =  ac  +bd,    ys  =  (a  +  c )'  +  (6  +  df, 

ts  =  ad  +  be,     y,  =  (a  +  df  +  {b  +  cY: 
then 

Vi  +  y^  +  y^,     t,y,  +  t^y,  +  t^y„    t^%  +  t^^y.,  +  t^'y^, 

will   be   respectively   symmetrical   functions    of    the   roots   of   the   quartic,   and    therefore 
rational  and  integral  functions  of  the  coefficients;   that  is,  they  will  be  known. 

Suppose  for  a  moment  that  ti,  %,  t^  are  all  known;  then  the  equations  being 
linear  in  y,,  y.^,  y^  these  can  be  expressed  rationally  in  terms  of  the  coefficients  and 
of  ii,  ij,  f,;   that   is,  y^,  y^,  y^   will  be  known.     But   observe  further   that  y^   is  obtained 
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as  a  rational  function  of  t,  and  of  L  +  i^,  t^ts,  and  thence  as  a  rational  function  of  t, 
and  of  (,  +  (5  +  ^3,  titi  +  tits  +  titi,  (1(3*3;  but  these  last  are  symmetrical  functions  of  the 
roots,  and  as  such  they  are  expressible  rationally  in  terms  of  the  coefficients;  that  is, 
2/1  will  be  expressed  as  a  rational  function  of  (,  and  of  the  coefficients ;  or  (,  (alone, 
not  tj  or  (5)  being  known,  i/i  will  be  rationally  determined. 

24.  We  now  consider  the  question  of  the  algebraical  solution  of  equations,  or, 
more  accurately,  that  of  the  solution  of  equations  by  radicals. 

In  the  case  of  a  quadric  equation  ii?  —  px  +  q  =  0,  we  can  by  the  assistance  of  the 
sign  V(  )  or  (  )*  find  an  expression  for  a:  as  a  two-valued  function  of  the  coefficients 
p,  q  such  that,  substituting  this  value  in  the  equation,  the  equation  is  thereby  identically 
satisfied ;   it  has  been  found  that  this  expression  is 

and  the  equation  is  on  this  account  said  to  be  algebraically  solvable,  or  more  accurately 
solvable  by  radicals.  Or  we  may  by  writing  x  =  -\p  +  z,  reduce  the  equation  to 
z'-^i^-^)  viz.  to  an  equation  of  the  form  z^  =  a;  and  in  virtue  of  its  being 
thus  reducible  we  say  that  the  original  equation  is  solvable  by  radicals.  And  the 
question   for   an   equation   of  any  higher  order,  say  of  the  order  n,  is,  can  we   by  means 

of  radicals,  that  is,  by  aid  of  the  sign  i^(  )  or  (  )"',  using  as  many  as  we  please 
of  such  signs  and  with  any  values  of  m,  find  an  n,-valued  function  (or  any  function) 
of  the  coefficients  which  substituted  for  x  in  the  equation  shall  satisfy  it  identically. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  coefficients  p,  q,...  are  not  explicitly  considered  as 
numbers,  but  even  if  they  do  denote  numbers,  the  question  whether  a  numerical 
equation  admits  of  solution  by  radicals  is  wholly  unconuected  with  the  before-mentioned 
theorem  of  the  existence  of  the  n  roots  of  such  an  equation.  It  does  not  even 
follow  that  in  the  case  of  a  numerical  equation  solvable  by  radicals  the  algebraical 
solution  gives  the  numerical  solution,  but  this  requires  explanation.  Consider  first  a 
numerical  quadric  equation  with  imaginary  coefficients.  In  the  formula  «=i(j>  +  */p''-4o), 
substituting  for  p,  q  their  given  numerical  values,  we  obtain  for  so  an  expression  of 
the  form  x=a+0i +  -^y-i- Bi,  where  a,  0,  7,  S  are  real  numbers.  This  expression  sub- 
stituted for  X  in  the  quadric  equation  would  satisfy  it  identically,  and  it  is  thus  an 
algebraical  solution;  but  there  is  no  obvious  a  priori  reason  why  '^y  +  Bi  should  have 
a  value  =c  +  di,  where  c  and  d  are  real  numbers  calculable  by  the  extraction  of  a 
root  or  roots  of  real  numbers;  however  the  case  is  (what  there  was  no  a  priori 
right  to  expect)  that  V7  +  Si  has  such  a  value  calculable  by  means  of  the  radical 
expressions  tJlVy"  +  B^  ±y]:  and  hence  the  algebraical  solution  of  a  numerical  quadric 
equation  does  in  every  case  give  the  numerical  solution.  The  case  of  a  numerical 
cubic  equation  will  be  considered  presently. 

25.  A  cubic  equation  can  be  solved  by  radicals.  Taking  for  greater  simplicity 
the  cubic  in  the  reduced  form  a^  +  qx~r=0,  and  assuming  ic  =  a+b,  this  will  be  a 
solution    if    only    Sab  =  q    and    a'  +  b^~  r,    equations    which    give    (a^  —  ¥f  =  r'^  —  ^jq\    a 
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quadric  equation  solvable  by  radicals,  and  giving  a' -b'^'Jr^  ~-^q\  a  two-valued 
function  of  the  coefficients:  combining  this  with  a^  +  b^^r,  we  have  a' =  J (r  +  V^  —  ^^), 
a  two-valued  function:   we  then  have  a  by  means  of  a  cube  root,  viz. 

be    shown,    a  +  b    a,    three-valued    function    of    the    coefficients;     and    x  —  a  +  h    is    the 
required   solution   by  radicals.     It   would  have  been  wrong   to   complete   the   solution   by 
writing  ________ 

6-^(i(r-v/r--As-)!, 

for  then  a  +  b  would  have  been  given  as  a  9-valued  function  having  only  3  of  its 
values  roots,  and  the  other  6  values  being  irrelevant.  Observe  that  in  this  last 
process  we  make  no  use  of  the  equation  Zab  =  q,  in  its  original  form,  but  use  only 
the  derived  equation  27a'6'  =  (f,  implied  in,  but  not  implying,  the  original  form. 

An     interesting     variation     of     the     solution     is     to     write     x  =  ab{a  +  h),     giving 

3r 
a?}^  (a?  +  ¥)  =  T  and  Za?¥  —  q,  or  say  a?  +  h^—  — ,  a'b^  —  ^q;   and  consequently 

i.e.,  here  a?,  6'  are  each  of  them  a  two- valued  function,  hut  as  the  only  effect  of 
altering  the  sign  of  the  quadric  radical  is  to  interchange  a',  6*.  they  may  be  regarded 
as  each  of  them  one-valued ;  a  and  b  are  each  of  them  3-valued  (for  observe  that 
here  only  a'li',  not  ab,  is  given) ;  and  ab  {a  +  b)  thus  is  in  appearance  a  9-valued 
function,  but  it  can  easily  be  shown  that  it  is  (as  it  ought  to  be)  only  3-valued. 

In    the   case   of  a  numerical  cubic,  even  when  the  coefficients  are  real,  substituting 
their  values  in  the  expression 

this  may  depend  on  an  expression  of  the  form  \/y  +  Bi,  where  <y  and  B  are  real 
numbers  (it  will  do  so  if  r^  —  -^(f  is  a  negative  number),  and  then  we  cannot  by 
the  extraction  of  any  root  or  roots  of  real  positive  numbers  reduce  v'7  +  Si  to  the 
form  c  +  di.  0  and  d  real  numbers ;  hence  here  the  algebraical  solution  does  not 
give  the  numerical  solution,  and  we  have  here  the  so-called  "  irreducible  case "  of  a 
cubic  equation.  By  what  precedes,  there  is  nothing  in  this  that  might  not  have 
been  expected ;  the  algebraical  solution  makes  the  solution  depend  on  the  extraction 
of  the  cube  root  of  a  negative  number,  and  there  was  no  reason  for  expecting  this  to 
be  a  real  number.  It  is  well  known  that  the  case  in  question  is  that  wherein  the 
three  roots  of  the  numerical  cubic  equation  are  all  real ;  if  the  roots  are  two 
imaginary,  one  real,  then  contrariwise  the  quantity  under  the  cube  root  is  real ;  and 
the  algebraical  solution  gives  the  numerical  one. 
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The  irreducible  case  is  solvable  by  a  trigonometrical  formula,  but  this  is  not  a 
solution  by  radicals :  it  consists,  in  effect,  in  reducing  the  given  numerical  cubic  (not 
to  a  cubic  of  the  form  «'  =  «.,  solvable  by  the  extraction  of  a  cube  root,  but)  to  a 
cubic  of  the  form  ia-^  —  ^x^a,  corresponding  to  the  equation  4  cos' ^  —  3  cos  ^=  cos  3^ 
which  serves  to  determine  cob  6  when  cos  S$  is  known.  The  theory  is  applicable  to 
an  algebraical  cubic  equation ;  say  that  such  an  equation,  if  it  can  be  reduced  to 
the  form  4a^  —  3x  =  a,  is  solvable  by  "  trisection " — then  the  general  cubic  equation 
is  solvable  by  trisection. 

26.  A  quartic  equation  is  solvable  by  radicals :  and  it  is  to  be  remarked  that  the 
existence  of  such  a  solution  depends  on  the  existence  of  3 -valued  functions  such  as 
ah  +  cd  of  the  four  roots  (a,  b,  c,  d) :  by  what  precedes,  ab  +  cd  is  the  root  of  a  cubic 
equation,  which  equation  is  solvable  by  radicals :  hence  ab  +  cd  can  be  found  by 
radicals;  and  since  abed  is  a  given  function,  ab  and  cd  can  then  be  found  by  radicals. 
But  by  what  precedes,  if  ah  be  known  then  any  similai'  function,  say  a  +  b,  is  ob- 
tainable rationally ;  and  then  from  the  values  of  a  +  b  and  ab  we  may  by  radicals 
obtain  the  value  of  a  or  b,  that  is,  an  expression  for  the  root  of  the  given  quartic 
equation :  the  expression  ultimately  obtained  is  4-valued,  corresponding  to  the  different 
values  of  the  several  radicals  which  enter  therein,  and  we  have  thus  the  expression 
by  radicals  of  each  of  the  tour  roots  of  the  quartic  equation.  But  when  the  quartic 
is  numerical  the  same  thing  happens  as  in  the  cubic,  and  the  algebraical  solution 
does  not  in  every  case  give  the  numerical  one. 

It  will  be  understood,  from  the  foregoing  explanation  as  to  the  quartic,  how  in 
the  next  following  case,  that  of  the  quintic,  the  question  of  the  solvability  by  radicals 
depends  on  the  existence  or  non-existence  of  fc- valued  functions  of  the  five  roots 
(a,  b,  c,  d,  e) ;  the  fundamental  theorem  is  the  one  already  stated,  a  rational  fimction 
of  five  letters,  if  it  has  less  than  5,  cannot  have  more  than  2  values,  that  is,  there 
are  no  3- valued  or  4-valued  functions  of  5  letters:  and  by  reasoning  depending  in 
part  upon  this  theorem,  Abel  (1824)  showed  that  a  general  quintic  equation  is  not 
solvable  by  radicals;  and  a  fortiori  the  general  equation  of  any  order  higher  than  5 
is  not  solvable  by  radicals. 

27.  The  general  theory  of  the  solvability  of  an  equation  by  radicals  depends 
fundamentally  on  Vandermonde's  remark  (1770)  that,  supposing  an  equation  is  solvable 
by  radicals,  and  that  we  have  therefore  an  algebi'aical  expression  of  x  in  terms  of  the 
coefficients,  then  substituting  for  the  coefficients  their  values  in  terms  of  the  roots, 
the  resulting  expression  must  reduce  itself  to  any  one  at  pleasure  of  the  roots  a,b,  c,..; 
thus  in  the  case  of  the  quadric  equation,  in  the  expression  x  =  \{p  +  ^p"  —  iq),  sub- 
stituting for  p  and  q  their  values,  and  observing  that  (a  +  bf  —  iab  —  (a  —  bf,  this 
becomes  o:  —  ^[a  +  b  +  '^(a  —  byi,  the  value  being  «  or  b  according  as  the  radical  is 
taken  to  be  +(a  —  b)  or  -{a-b). 

So  in  the  cubic  equation  a?—pj?  -\-  qx  —  r  —  0,  if  the  roots  are  a,  b,  c,  and  if  a 
is  used  to  denote  an  imaginary  cube  root  of  luiity,  lo^  +  to  + 1  =  0,  then  writing  for 
shortness    p  =  a  +  b  +  c,   L  =  a  +  cob  +  to-c,   M  —  a  +  co-b  +  wc,   it   is   at   once   seen   that   LM, 
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L' +  M^,   and  therefore   also   (L'  —  M'y   are   Bymmetricai  functions   of  the   roots,  and   > 
sequently  rational  functions  of  the  coefficients :  hence 


is  a  rational  function  of  the  coefficients,  which  when  these  are  replaced  by  their 
values  as  functions  of  the  roots  becomes,  according  to  the  sign  given  to  the  quadric 
radical,  =  L"  or  M' :  taking  it  =  L^,  the  cube  root  of  the  expression  has  the  three 
values  L,  roL,  to'L ;  and  LM  divided  by  the  same  cube  root  has  therefore  the  values 
M,  m^M,  caM;    wheuce  finally  the  expression 


+  LM^^{^{L'  +  M^  +  ^/(L^-M'y)\] 
has  the  three  values 

that  is,  these  are  —a,  b,  c  respectively.  If  the  value  M^  had  been  taken  instead  of 
L^,  then  the  expression  would  have  had  the  same  three  values  a,  b,  c.  Comparing 
the  solution  given  for  the  cubic  ar'  +  qx  —  r  =  0,  it  will  readily  be  seen  that  the 
two  solutions  are  identical,  and  that  the  function  r^  -  -^(f  under  the  radical  sign 
must  {by  aid  of  the  relation  p  =  0  which  subsists  in  this  case)  reduce  itself  to 
{L'  —  M'Y;  it  is  only  by  each  radical  being  equal  to  a  rational  function  of  the 
roots  that  the  final  expression  can  become  equal  to  the  roots  a,  b,  c  respectively. 

28.  The  formuise  for  the  cubic  were  obtained  by  Lagrange  (1770 — ■71)  from  a 
different  point  of  view.  Upon  examining  and  comparing  the  principal  kno'.vn  methods 
for  the  solution  of  algebraical  equations,  he  found  that  they  all  ultimately  depended 
upon  finding  a  "resolvent"  equation  of  which  the  root  is  a  +  eob  + oy'c  + a)M+ ... ,  w 
being  an  imaginary  root  of  unity,  of  the  same  order  as  the  equation ;  e.g.,  for  the 
cubic  the  root  is  a  +  oib  +  (o¥,  w  an  imaginarj'  cube  root  of  unity.  Evidently  the 
method  gives  for  L^  a  quadric  equation,  which  is  the  "resolvent"  equation  in  this 
particular  case. 

For  a  quartic  the  formulae  present  themselves  in  a  somewhat  different  form,  by 
reason  that  4  is  not  a  prime  number.  Attempting  to  apply  it  to  a  quintic,  we  seek 
for  the  equation  of  which  the  root  is  (a  +  wb  +  eo'c  +  m^d  +  w'e),  w  an  imaginary  fifth 
root  of  unity,  or  rather  the  fifth  power  thereof  (a  +  a>6  +  ai^c  +  <»'d  +  ta'ef ;  this  is  a 
24-valued  function,  but  if  we  consider  the  four  values  corresponding  to  the  roots  of 
unity  Q),  m^,  m',  w',  viz.  the  values 


(tt  +  W  6  +  0 

*%  +  ( 

oH  +  a>*ey. 

{a  +  M=6  +  0 

fl*C  +  ( 

od+<^'ef. 

(tt  +  (o'6  +  ( 

uc  +  ( 

■jM  +  (»%)' , 

{a  +  <o*b  +  t 

f^C  +  l 

■o'd  +  <oe)\ 

any    s}Tnmctiical    function    of    these,    for    instance    their    sum,    is    a    six -valued    function 
of    the   roots,   and   may   therefore    be    determined    by   means    of   a    sextic    equation,   the 
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coefficients  whereof  are  rational  functions  of  the  coefficients  of  the  original  quintic 
equation ;  the  conclusion  being  that  the  solution  of  an  equation  of  the  fifth  order 
is  made  to  depend  upon  that  of  an  equation  of  the  sixth  order.  This  is,  of  course, 
useless  for  the  solution  of  the  quintic  equation,  which,  as  already  mentioned,  does 
not  admit  of  solution  by  radicals;  but  the  equation  of  the  sixth  order,  Lagrange's 
resolvent  sextic,  ia  very  important,  and  is  intimately  connected  with  all  the  later 
investigations  in  the  theory. 

29.  It  is  to  be  remarked,  in  regard  to  the  question  of  solvability  by  radicals, 
that  not  only  the  coefficients  are  taken  to  be  arbitrary,  but  it  is  assumed  that  they 
are  represented  each  by  a  single  letter,  or  say  rather  that  they  are  not  so  expressed 
in  terms  of  other  arbitrary  quantities  as  to  make  a  solution  possible.  If  the 
coefficients  are  not  all  arbitrary,  for  instance,  if  some  of  them  are  zero,  a  sextic 
equation  might  be  of  the  form  af  +  bie^  +  ai^  +  d  =  0,  and  so  be  solvable  as  a  cubic ; 
or  if  the  coefficients  of  the  sextic  are  given  functions  of  the  sis  arbitrary  quantities 
a,  b,  c,  d,  e,  /,  such  that  the  sextic  is  really  of  the  form 

(x^  +  ax  +  b)  (a^  +  CO?  +  da^  +  ex  +/)  =  0, 

then  it  breaks  up  into  the  equations  a:r'  +  ax  +  b  =  0,  x*  +  ca^ +  d^ +  ex+f=0,  and  is 
consequently  solvable  by  radicals ;   so  also  if  the  form  is 

(^-a){^-b)(^-c}(a:-d)(^-e){x-f)-0. 

then  the  equation  is  solvable  by  radicals, — in  this  extreme  case  rationally.  Such 
cases  of  solvability  are  self-evident ;  but  they  are  enough  to  show  that  the  general 
theorem  of  the  non-solvability  by  radicals  of  an  equation  of  the  fifth  or  any  higher 
order  does  not  in  any  wise  exclude  for  such  orders  the  existence  of  particular 
equations  solvable  by  radicals,  and  there  are,  in  fact,  extensive  classes  of  equations 
which  are  thus  solvable ;   the  binomial  equations  »■"  -  1  =  0  present  an  instance. 

30.  It   has   already  been   shown   how   the   several   roots   of  the   equation   ic"  —  1  =  0 

can    be    expressed    in    the    form    cos h  i  sin        ,   but    the    question    is    now   that    of 

the  algebraical  solution  (or  solution  by  radicals)  of  this  equation.  There  is  always  a 
root  =1;  if  ft>  be  any  other  root,  then  obviously  o),  tD\...,  o)'^'-  are  all  of  them  roots; 
«"  — 1  contains  the  fitetor  w—1,  and  it  thus  appears  that  a,  a",...,  w""^  are  the  »  — 1 
roots  of  the  equation 

x^'  +  x'^'  +  ...  +  X  +  I  =0; 
we  have,  of  course, 

a,"-i  +  a,"-3-|-...+„  +  i=o. 

It  is  proper  to  distinguish  the  cases  n  prime  and  n  composite;  and  in  the 
latter  case  there  is  a  distinction  according  as  the  prime  factors  of  n  are  simple  or 
multiple.  By  way  of  illustration,  suppose  successively  ji  =  15  and  «  =  9;  in  the  former 
case,  if  a  be  an  imaginary  root  of  a:*  —  1  =  0  (or  root  of  a^  + « + 1  =  0),  and  ^  an 
imaginary  root  of  afi-l  =  0  (or  root  of  x^  +  afi  +  afi  +  x +  1  =0),  then  to  may  be 
taken   =  a^ ;    the    successive   powers   thereof,   «^,    o?^',    ^^,    nj^,    o?,   ^,    a/3=,   a'/3',   ^,   a, 
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a^/3,  ^',  a^,  a^Q',  are  the  roots  of  «"  +  ic"+ ... +a;  +  l  =  0;  the  solution  thus  depends 
on  the  solution  of  the  equations  a?—\  =  0  and  af—\=0.  In  the  latter  ease,  if  a. 
he  an  imaginary  root  of  a^  —  1  =  0  (or  root  of  a^*  +  a^  +  1  =  0),  then  the  equation  a?—\=0 
gives  i^  =  l,  a,  or  «=;  a^  =  \  gives  x=l,  a,  or  o?;  and  the  solution  thus  depends  on 
the  solution  of  the  equations  a:*— 1  =  0,  a^  — a  =  0,  a^— a-  =  0.  The  first  equation  has 
the  roots  1,  a,  a?;  if  /3  be  a  root  of  either  of  the  others,  say  if  y3'  =  a,  then 
assuming  oi  =  /9,  the  successive  powers  are  /3,  ^■,  a,  a0,  a^,  a',  a^/3,  or^-,  which  are 
the  roots  of  the  equation  a^  +  a:''+  ...  +  x  +  1  =0. 

It  thus  appears  that  the  only  case  which  need  be  considered  is  that  of  n  a 
prime  number,  and  writing  (as  is  more  usual)  r  in  place  of  w,  we  have  r,  r^,  r',  ...,)■"-' 
as  the  (n~l)  roots  of  the  reduced  equation 

a:'--^  +  x"-'  +  . ..  +  X  +  1  =  0  ; 

then  not  only  r"  — 1=0,  but  also  i''^^  + j-''~^+ --. +»"  +  l  =0. 

31.  The  process  of  solution  due  to  Gauss  (1801)  depends  essentially  on  the 
arrangement  of  the  roots  in  a  certain  order,  viz.  not  as  above,  with  the  indices  of 
r  in  arithmetical  progression,  but  with  their  indices  in  geometrical  progression;  the 
prime  number  n  has  a  certain  number  of  prime  roots  g,  which  are  such  that  j"^' 
is  the  lowest  power  of  g,  which  is  =  1  to  the  modulus  n ;  or,  what  is  the  same 
thing,  that  the  series  of  powers  1,  g,  g^,...,  g"-^,  each  divided  by  n,  leave  {in  a 
different  order)  the  remainders  1,  2,  3,...,  n-1;  hence  giving  to  r  in  succession  the 
indices    1,  g,   g',---,  ff"^'',   we    have,    in    a    different    order,    the    whole    series    of   roots 

In  the  most  simple  case,  n  =  5,  the  equation  to  be  solved  is  x'  +  x'  +  x^  +  x  +  I^O; 
here  2  is  a  prime  root  of  5,  and  the  order  of  the  roots  is  )-,  r^,  r*,  r^.  The  Gaussian 
process  consists  in  forming  an  equation  for  determining  the  periods  P,,  P,,  =T  +  r^ 
and  r'  +  J^  respectively, — these  being  such  that  the  symmetrical  functions  Pi  +  P^,  P^P^i 
are  rationally  determinable ;   in  fact, 

Pi  +  P5  =  -1,     PiPs  =  (?-  +  r*){r=  +  ?^),  =r'  +  r'  +  r«  + r',  =j^  +  r*  +  r  +  r=,  =-1. 

Pi,  Pa  are  thus  the  roots  of  m*  +  w  — 1=0;  and  taking  them  to  bo  known,  they 
are  themselves  broken  up  into  subperiods,  in  the  present  case  single  terms,  r  and  r* 
for  P],  1^  and  r^  for  P^;  the  symmetrical  functions  of  these  are  then  rationally 
determined  in  terms  of  P,  and  P^;  thus  r  +  r*  =  P,,  r.r^  —  1,  or  r,  r*  are  the  roots 
of  m'  —  P,?(  +  1=0.  The  mode  of  division  is  more  clearly  seen  for  a  larger  value 
of  n\  thus,  for  Ji=7  a  prime  root  is  =3,  and  the  arrangement  of  the  roots  is 
r,  r*,  r^,  r^,  r",  r^.     We  may  form  either  3  periods  each  of  2  terms, 

Pi,  Pi,  Pi,  =r  +  -i-^,  ^  +  <  T^  +  r', 

respectively;  or  else  2  periods  each  of  3  terms,  P„  P3  =  r  +  r^  +  r',  r^  +  r^  +  r^  respec- 
tively; iu  each  case  the  symmetrical  functions  of  the  periods  are  rationally  determinable; 
thus   in  the   case  of  the   two  periods  P]+Pj  =  — 1,  PiP^  —  9+r  +  7^  +  r^  +  r'  +  i^-\-T',  =2; 
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and,  the  periods  being  known,  the  symmetrical  functions  of  tlie  several  terms  of  each 
period  are  rationally  determined  in  terms  of  the  periods,  thus 

r  +  r^  +  r'  =  P„     r  .  i^  +  r  .  r^+ r'' .  r*  =  P^,    r  .  r' .  r*=l. 

The  theory  was  further  developed  by  Lagrange  (1808),  who,  applying  his  general 
process  to  the  equation  in  question,  ;c"~'  +  a;''~^  +  .,, +ic+ 1  =  0,  the  roots  a,  h,  c, ...  being 
the  several  powers  of  r,  the  indices  in  geometrical  progression  as  above,  showed  that 
the  function  (a  +  ft)6  +  <u'c+ -..)""'  ™*s  ii  tl^'^  "^^^^  ^  given  function  of  w  with  integer 
coefficients.  Reverting  to  the  before- mentioned  particular  equation  a^^-a^  +  a^  +  x-^l^d, 
it  is  very  interesting  to  compare  the  process  of  solution  with  that  for  the  solution 
of  the  general  quartic  the  roots  whereof  are  a,  h,  c,  d. 

Take  w,  a  root  of  the  equation  w*  — 1  =  0  (whence  <o  is  =1,-1,  i,  or  —t,  at 
pleasure),  and  consider  the  expression 

The  developed  value  of  this  is 

=        a'  +  &■'  +  c*  +  d'  +  6  {o^c"  +  yd?)  +  12  {d-bd  +  Ifca  +  c'db  +  d'ac) 
+  m  [i  {a^b  +  6=0-1-  c-'d  +  d'a)  +  12  (a'cd  +  b^a  +  d'ab  +  d'bc)] 
+  0)*  {6  {a=&=  -I-  6V  +  c=(f'  -I-  d!'a')  +  4  (a'c  +  l^d  +  e'a  +  d'b)  +  24<abcd] 
+  w'  {4  (a'd  +  b>'a+  c%  +  d'c)  +  1 2  (afbo  +  Ificd  +  (fda  +  d^ab)] ; 

that  is,  this  is  a  6-valued  function  of  a,  b,  c,  d,  the  root  of  a  eextic  (which  is,  in 
feet,  solvable  by  radicals;  but  this  is  not  here  material). 

If,  however,  a.  b,  c,  d  denote  the  roots  r,  r',  r*.  ?■=  of  the  special  equation,  then 
the  expression  becomes 

r^  +  r^-\-r  +  r^  +  Q(l  +  \)  +  12{r=  +  1^  +  1^  +  r) 
+  w  j4(l  +  l  +1  -Hl)-l-12(r^-|-r^-|-r  +r')) 
+  m^\%{T  +r''  -V  r*  +  r')  +    4  (r'  +  r*  +  7^  -)-  r  )} 
^  ay" {^{r  +  r''  +  r*  +  r")  +  12(7^  +  r  +  r=  +  r^)j  ; 
viz.  this  is 

=  -1 -1-40)4- 14(o=-16< 

a  completely  determined  value.     That  is,  we  have 

(r  +  wr=  +  M=r'  +  (oV)'  =  -l-f  4w+  14tD=-16(B', 

which  result  contains  the  solution  of  the  equation.  If  m  —  1,  we  have  (r-|-r'-j-r'  +  r')'  =  l, 
which  is  right ;  if  w  =  —  1,  then  (r  -I-  r^  —  r^  —  f)*  =  25  ;  if  m  =  i,  then  wo  have 
{r-r*  +  i(f-7^)Y  =  ~\b  +  2Qi;  and  if  <o  =  -i,  then  {r-r'-Hf-i^)\^  =  -\5-2i^i;  the 
solution  may  be  completed  without  difficulty. 

The   result  is   perfectly  general,  thus : — n   being   a   prime   number,  r   a   root   of  the 
equation    a:"~'  -I-  ic"~'  4- . . ,  -f 
^"-'  =  1  (mod.  n),  then 
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is  a  given  function  if/„  +  M,a>  + . . .  +  i/n-3  a)"*-=  with  integer  coefficients,  and  by  the 
extraction  of  (n— l)th  roots  of  this  and  similar  expressions  we  ultimately  obtain  r 
in  terms  of  m,  which  is  taken  to  be  known ;  the  equation  ic"  —  1  =  0,  n  a  prime 
number,  is  thus  solvable  by  radicals.  In  particular,  if  h  —  1  be  a  power  of  2,  the 
solution  (by  either  process)  requires  the  extraction  of  square  roots  only ;  and  it  was 
thus  that  Gauss  discovered  that  it  was  possible  to  construct  geometrically  the  regular 
polygons  of  17  sides  and  257  sides  respectively.  Some  interesting  developments  in 
regard  to  the  theory  were  obtained  by  Jacobi  (1837);  see  the  memoir  "Ueber  die 
Kreistheilung,  u.s.w.,"  Grelle,  t.  xxx.  (1846). 

The  equation  ic''~'+ ... +37  +  1  =  0  has  been  considered  for  its  own  sake,  but  it  also 
serves  as  a  specimen  of  a  class  of  equations  solvable  by  radicals,  considered  by  Abel 
(1828),  and  since  called  Abelian  equations,  viz.,  for  the  Abelian  equation  of  the  order  n, 
if  X  be  any  root,  the  roots  are  x,  dx,  &-x,...,  0'^^x  (6x  being  a  rational  function  of  x, 
and  0''x  =  x);  the  theory  is,  in  feet,  very  analogous  to  that  of  the  above  particular 
case.  A  more  general  theorem  obtained  by  Abel  is  as  follows: — If  the  roots  of  an 
equation  of  any  order  are  connected  together  in  such  wise  that  all  the  roots  can  be 
expressed  rationally  in  terms  of  any  one  of  them,  say  x;  if  moreover,  8x,  dyX  being 
any  two  of  the  roots,  we  have  &6^x  =  9,0x,  the  equation  will  be  solvable  algebraically. 
It  is  proper  to  refer  also  to  Abel's  definition  of  an  irreducible  equation : — an  equation 
if>x=0,  the  coefficients  of  which  are  rational  functions  of  a  certain  number  of  known 
quantities  a,  b,  c, ...,  is  called  irreducible  when  it  is  impossible  to  express  its  roots 
by  an  equation  of  an  inferior  degree,  the  coefficients  of  which  are  also  rational  functions 
of  a,  b,  c, ...  (or,  what  is  the  same  thing,  when  rpx  does  not  break  up  into  factors 
which  are  rational  functions  of  a,  b,  c, ...}.  Abel  apphed  his  theory  to  the  equations 
which  present  themselves  in  the  division  of  the  elliptic  functions,  but  not  to  the  modular 
equations. 

32.  But  the  theory  of  the  algebraical  solution  of  equations  in  its  most  complete 
form  was  established  by  Gaiois  (bom  October  1811,  killed  in  a  duel  May  1832;  see 
his  collected  works,  Liouville.  t.  xi.,  1846).  The  definition  of  an  irreducible  equation 
resembles  Abel's,— an  equation  is  reducible  when  it  admits  of  a  rational  divisor, 
irreducible  in  the  contrary  case;  only  the  word  rational  is  used  in  this  extended 
sense  that,  in  connexion  with  the  coefficients  of  the  given  equation,  or  with  the 
irrational  quantities  (if  any)  whereof  these  are  composed,  he  considers  any  number  of 
other  irrational  quantities  called  "adjoint  radicals,"  and  he  terms  rational  any  rational 
function  of  the  coefficients  (or  the  iiTationals  whereof  they  are  composed)  and  of  these 
adjoint  radicals;  the  epithet  irreducible  is  thus  taken  either  absolutely  or  in  a  relative 
sense,  according  to  the  system  of  adjoint  radicals  which  are  taken  into  account.  For 
instance,  the  equation  a^-\-^  +  i)?  +  ic->rl  =  0;  the  left-hand  side  has  here  no  rational 
divisor,  and  the  equation  is  irreducible;  but  this  function  is  ={x^ -\- ^x -^-Vf  —  \cif,  and 
it  has  thus  the  irrational  divisors  x'-<r\{l+Jb)!c  +  \,x''-  +  \{l-4l)x  +  \\  and  these, 
if  we  adjoin  the  radical  ^5,  are  rational,  and  the  equation  is  no  longer  irreducible. 
In  the  case  of  a  given  equation,  assumed  to  be  irreducible,  the  problem  to  solve  the 
equation   is,   in   feet,   that   of  finding   radicals   by   the   adjunction  of  which   the  equation 
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becomes  reducible;  for  instance,  the  general  quadric  equation  a?  +pa!+  q=0  is  irre- 
ducible, but  it  becomes  reducible,  breaking  up  into  rational  linear  factors,  when  we 
adjoin  the   radical   -J^p^  —  q- 

The  fundamental  theorem  is  the  Proposition  I.  of  the  "  M^moire  sur  les  conditions 

de  r^solubilit^  des  Equations  par  radieaux  " ;    viz.  given  an   equation  of  which  a,  b,  c, ... 

are  the  m  roots,  there  is  always  a  group  of  permutations  of  the  letters  a,  b,  c, ... 
possessed  of  the  following  properties ; — 

1.  Every  function  of  the  roots  invariable  by  the  substitutions  of  the  group  is 
rationally   known. 

2.  Eeciprocally,  every  rationally  determinable  function  of  the  roots  is  invariable 
by  the  substitutions  of  the  group. 

Here  by  an  invariable  function  is  meant  not  only  a  function  of  which  the  form  is 
invariable  by  the  substitutions  of  the  group,  but  further,  one  of  which  the  value  is 
invariable  by  these  substitutions:  for  instance,  if  the  equation  be  ^  =  0,  then  tftis  is 
a  function  of  the  roots  invariable  by  any  substitution  whatever.  And  in  saying  that 
a  function  is  rationally  known,  it  is  meant  that  its  value  is  expressible  rationally  in 
terms  of  the  coefficients  and  of  the  adjoint  quantities. 

For  instance,  in  the  case  of  a  general  equation,  the  group  is  simply  the  system  of 
the  1.2.3  ...  n  permutations  of  all  the  roots,  since,  in  this  case,  the  only  rationally 
determinable  functions  are  the  symmetric  functions  of  the  roots. 

In   the   case   of  the   equation   a:"~'  +  ...+^+1=0,   n   a   prime   number, 

a,  b,  c,...,k  =  r,  r^,  r"  ,  ...,  r^"    , 

where  3  is  a  prime  root  of  n,  then  the  group  is  the  cyclical  group  a&c ...  k, 
bc...ka, ...,  kab  ...j,  that  is,  in  this  particular  case  the  number  of  the  permutations 
of  the   group   is   equal   to   the   order   of  the   equation. 

This  notion  of  the  group  of  the  original  equation,  or  of  the  group  of  the  equation 
as  varied  by  the  adjunction  of  a  series  of  radicals,  seems  to  be  the  fundamental  one 
in  Galois's  theory.  But  the  problem  of  solution  by  radicals,  instead  of  being  the 
sole  object  of  the  theory,  appears  as  the  first  link  of  a  long  chain  of  questions  relating 
to  the  transformation  and  classification  of  irrationals. 

Returning  to  the  question  of  solution  by  radicals,  it  will  be  readily  understood 
that  by  the  adjunction  of  a  radical  the  group  may  be  diminished;  for  instance,  in 
the  case  of  the  general  cubic,  where  the  group  is  that  of  the  six  permutations,  by 
the  adjunction  of  the  square  root  which  enters  into  the  solution,  the  group  is  reduced 
to  abc,  bca,  cab ;  that  is,  it  becomes  possible  to  express  rationally,  in  terms  of  the 
coefficients  and  of  the  adjoint  square  root,  any  function  such  as  a-b  +  b'c  +  c'a  which 
is  not  altered  by  the  cyehcal  substitution  a  into  b,  b  into  c,  c  into  a.  And  hence, 
to  determine  whether  an  equation  of  a  given  form  is  solvable  by  radicals,  the  course 
of   investigation   is   to   inquire   whether,   by   the   successive    adjunction    of   radicals,   it   is 
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possible    to    reduce    the    original    group   of    the    equation    so    as   to   make   it   ultimately 
consist   of  a   single   permutation. 

The  condition  in  order  that  an  equation  of  a  given  prime  order  n  may  be 
aolvable  by  radicals  was  in  this  way  obtained — in  the  first  instance  in  the  form, 
scarcely  intelligible  without  further  explanation,  that  every  function  of  the  roots 
Xj,  x^,..,,tCn,  invariable  by  the  substitutions  «a*+6  for  x^,  must  be  rationally  known; 
and  then  in  the  equivalent  form  that  the  resolvent  equation  of  the  order  1.2...n— 2 
must  have  a  rational  root.  In  particular,  the  condition  in  order  that  a  quintic  equation 
may  be  solvable  is  that  Lagrange's  resolvent  of  the  order  6  may  have  a  rational 
factor,  a  result  obtained  from  a  direct  investigation  in  a  valuable  memoir  by  E.  Luther, 
Grelle,  t,  XXXIV.  (1847). 

Among  other  results  demonstrated  or  announced  by  Galois  may  be  mentioned 
those  relating  to  the  modular  equations  in  the  theory  of  elliptic  functions ;  for  the 
transformations  of  the  orders  S,  7,  11,  the  modular  equations  of  the  orders  6,  8,  12 
are  depressible  to  the  orders  5,  7,  11  respectively;  but  for  the  transformation,  n  a 
prime   number  greater  than   11,   the   depression  is   impossible. 

The  general  theory  of  Galois  in  regard  to  the  solution  of  equations  was  completed, 
and    some    of    the   demonstrations   supplied,   by   Betti   (1852),      See    also    Serret's    Cours 
oMewre,   2nd   ed.    1854;    4th   ed.    1877—78. 


33.  Returning  to  quintic  equations,  Jerrard  (1835)  established  the  theorem  that 
the  general  quintic  equation  is,  by  the  extraction  of  only  square  and  cubic  roots, 
reducible  to  the  form  x?  +  ax  +  b  =  Q,  or  what  is  the  same  thing,  to  a?  +  x-^i  =  0. 
The  actual  reduction  by  means  of  Tschirnhausen's  theorem  was  effected  by  Hermite 
in  connexion  with  his  elhp tic-function  solution  of  the  quintic  equation  (1858)  in  a 
very  elegant  manner.  It  was  shown  by  Cockle  and  Harley  (1858 — 59)  in  connexion 
with  the  Jerrardian  form,  and  by  Cayley  (1861),  that  Lagrange's  resolvent  equation  of 
the  sixth  order  can  be  replaced  by  a  more  simple  sextie  equation  occupying  a  like 
place  in  the  theory. 

The  theory  of  the  modular  equations,  more  particularly  for  the  case  n  =  o,  has 
been  studied  by  Hermite,  Kronecker,  and  Brioschi.  In  the  case  n=h,  the  modular 
equation  of  the  order  6  depends,  as  already  mentioned,  on  an  equation  of  the  order  5 ; 
and  conversely  the  general  quintic  equation  may  be  made  to  depend  upon  this  modulai' 
equation  of  the  order  6 ;  that  is,  assuming  the  solution  of  this  modular  equation,  we 
can  solve  (not  by  radicals)  the  general  quintic  equation ;  this  is  Hermite's  solution 
of  the  general  quintic  equation  by  elliptic  functions  (1858);  it  is  analogous  to  the 
be  fore -mentioned  trigonometrical  solution  of  the  cubic  equation.  The  theory  is  repro- 
duced and  developed  in  Brioschi's  memoir,  "Ueber  die  Auflosung  der  Gleichungen  vom 
funften  Grade,"  Math.  Annalm,  t.  xiii.  (1877—78). 

34.  The  great  modern  work,  reproducing  the  theories  of  Galois,  and  exhibiting 
the  theory  of  algebraic  equations  as  a  whole,  is  Jordan's  Traite  des  Substitutions  et 
des   Equations   Algebriques,   Paris,    1870.     The   work   is   divided  into  four  books — book  i,. 
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preliminary,  relatiug  to  the  theory  of  congruences ;  book  ii.  is  in  two  chapters,  the  first 
relating  to  substitutions  in  general,  the  second  to  substitutions  defined  analytically,  and 
chiefly  to  linear  substitutions ;  book  iir,  has  four  chapters,  the  first  discussing  the 
principles  of  the  general  theory,  the  other  three  containing  applications  to  algebra, 
geometry,  and  the  theory  of  transcendents ;  lastly,  book  iv.,  divided  into  seven  chapters, 
contains  a  determination  of  the  general  types  of  equations  solvable  by  radicals,  and  a 
complete  system  of  classification  of  these  types,  A  glance  through  the  index  will  show 
the  vast  extent  which  the  theory  has  assumed,  and  the  form  of  general  conclusions 
arrived  at;  thus,  in  book  III.,  the  algebraical  applications  comprise  Abelian  equations, 
equations  of  Galois;  the  geometrical  ones  comprise  Hesse's  equation,  Clebsch's  equations, 
lines  on  a  quartic  surface  having  a  nodal  line,  singular  points  of  Kummer's  surface,  lines 
on  a  cubic  surface,  problems  of  contact  j  the  apphcations  to  the  theory  of  transcendents 
comprise  circular  functions,  elliptic  functions  (including  division  and  the  modular  equation), 
hyperelliptic  functions,  solution  of  equations  by  transcendents.  And  on  this  last  subject, 
solution  of  equations  by  transcendents,  we  may  quote  the  result,—"  the  solution  of  the 
general  equation  of  an  order  superior  to  five  cannot  be  made  to  depend  upon  that  of 
the  equations  for  the  division  of  the  circular  or  elliptic  functions  " ;  and  again  (but  with 
a  reference  to  a  possible  case  of  exception),  "the  general  equation  cannot  be  solved  by 
aid  of  the  equations  which  give  the  division  of  the  hyperelliptic  functions  into  an  odd 
number  of  parts." 
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[From  the  Encyclopaedia  Britannica,  Ninth  Edition,  vol.  ix.  (1879),  pp.  818 — 824.] 

Functionality,  in  Analysis,  is  dependence  on  a  variable  oi'  variables ;  in  the  case 
of  a  single  variable  u,  it  is  the  same  thing  to  say  that  v  depends  upon  u,  or  to  say 
that  V  is  a  function  of  u,  only  in  the  latter  form  of  expression  the  mode  of  dependence 
is  embodied  in  the  term  "  function."  We  have  given  or  Itnown  functions  such  as  tC^ 
or  sinM,  and  the  general  notation  of  the  form  (^,  where  the  letter  0  is  used  as  a 
functional  symbol  to  denote  a  function  of  u,  itnown  or  unknown  as  the  case  may  be : 
in  each  case  u  is  the  independent  variable  or  argument  of  the  function,  but  it  is 
to  be  observed  that,  if  v  be  a  function  of  ii,  then  u  like  u  is  a  variable,  the  values 
of  V  regarded  as  known  serve  to  detei-mine  those  of  u ;  that  is,  we  may  conversely 
regard  w  as  a  function  of  v.  In  the  case  of  two  or  more  independent  variables,  say 
when  w  depends  on  or  is  a  function  of  u,  v,  &c,  or  w  =  <f>(u,  v,...),  then  u,  v,...  are 
the  independent  variables  or  arguments  of  the  function;  frequently  when  one  of  these 
variables,  say  u,  is  principally  or  alone  attended  to,  it  is  regarded  as  the  independent 
variable  or  argument  of  the  function,  and  the  other  variables  v,  &c.,  arc  regarded  as 
parameters,  the  values  of  which  serve  to  complete  the  definition  of  the  fianction.  We 
may  have  a  set  of  quantities  w,  (, ...  each  of  them  a  function  of  the  same  variables 
u,  V,...;  and  this  relation  may  be  expressed  by  means  of  a  single  functional  symbol  0, 
{w,  t,...)=tf)(u,  «,...);   but,  as  to  this,  more  hereafter. 

The  notion  of  a  function  is  applicable  in  geometry  and  mechanics  as  well  as  in 
analysis ;  for  instance,  a  point  Q,  the  position  of  which  depends  upon  that  of  a 
variable  point  P,  may  be  regarded  as  a  function  of  the  point  P;  but  here,  sub- 
stituting for  the  points  themselves  the  coordinates  (of  any  kind  whatever)  which 
determine  their  positions,  we  may  say  that  the  coordinates  of  Q  are  each  of  them  a 
function  of  the  coordinates  of  P,  and  we  thus  return  to  the  analytical  notion  of  a 
function.     And   in   what   follows   a  function  is  regarded  exclusively  in  this  point  of  view. 
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viz.  bhe  variables  are  regai-ded  as  numbers;  and  we  attend  to  the  case  of  a  function 
of  one  variable  v=fu.  But  it  has  been  remarked  (see  Equation)  that  it  is  not 
allowable  to  confine  the  attention  to  real  numbers ;  a  number  u  must  in  general  be 
taken  to  be  a  complex  number  u  —  x-\-iy,  x  and  y  being  real  numbers,  each  suscept- 
ible of  continuous  variation  between  the  limits  —  co ,  +00,  and  i  denoting  v'  —  1.  In 
regard  to  any  particular  function,  fu,  although  it  may  for  some  purposes  be  sufficient 
to  know  the  value  of  the  function  for  any  real  value  whatever  of  w,  yet  to  attend 
only  to  the  real  values  of  w  is  an  essentially  incomplete  view  of  the  question ;  to 
properly  know  the  function,  it  is  necessary  to  consider  if  under  the  aforesaid  imaginary 
or  complex  form  11  =  x  +  iy. 

To  a  given  value  x-\-iy  of  u  there  corresponds  in  genera!  for  v  a  value  or  values 
of  the  like  form  i;  =  ie'  +  iy',  and  we  obtain  a  geometrical  notion  of  the  meaning  of 
the  functional  relation  v^fu  by  regarding  x,  y  as  rectangular  coordinates  of  a  point  P 
ill  a  plane  11,  and  a:',  1/  as  rectangular  coordinates  of  a  point  P'  in  a  plane  (for 
greater  convenience  a  different  plane)  11' ;  P,  P'  are  thus  the  geometrical  represent- 
ations, or  representative  points,  of  the  variables  u  =  t»;+iy  and  u'  =  x'+iy'  respectively; 
and,  according  to  a  iocution  above  referred  to,  the  point  P"  might  be  regarded  as  a 
fiinction  of  the  point  P;  a  given  value  of  u=x  +  iy  is  thus  represented  by  a  point 
P  in  the  plane  IT,  and  corresponding  hereto  we  have  a  point  or  points  P'  in  the 
plane  II',  representing  (if  more  than  one,  each  of  them)  a  value  of  the  variable 
v  —  x'  +  iy.  And,  if  we  attend  only  to  the  values  of  m  as  corresponding  to  a  aeries 
of  positions  of  the  representative  point  P,  we  have  the  notion  of  the  "path"  of  a 
complex  variable  u  =  x  +  iy. 

Known  Functions. 

I.  The  most  simple  kind  of  function  is  the  i-ational  and  integral  function.  We 
have  the  series  of  powers  ?(",  m',  ...  each  calculable  not  only  for  a  real  but  also  for  a 
complex  value  of  u,  {x  +  iy'f  =  x' —  iy' -\-2ixy,  {x  +  iyf  =  a?  —  ^xy-  +  i (Zx'y  —  ^),  &c.,  and 
thence,  if  a,  b, ...  be  real  or  complex  numbers,  the  general  form  a  +  bu+cW  +  .,.+ku,'", 
of  a  rational  and  integral  function  of  the  order  m.  And  taking  two  such  functions, 
say  of  the  orders  m  and  n  respectively,  the  quotient  of  one  of  these  by  the  other 
represents  the  general  form  of  a  rational  function  of  v. 

The  function  which  next  presents  itself  is  the  algebraical  function,  and  in  particular 
the   algebraical   fiinction   expressible   by  radicals.     To  take  the  most  simple  case,  suppose 

(m  being  a  positive  integer)  that  ^"=m;  v  is  here  the  irrational  function  =«■". 
Obviously,  if  u  is  real  and  positive,  there  is  always  a  real  and  positive  value  of  v, 
calculable   to   any   extent   of  approximation    from   the   equation   v™  =  u,   which   serves   as 

the  definition  of  m™;  but  it  is  known  (see  Equation)  that,  as  well  in  this  case  as 
in    the    general    case    where    v-    is    a    complex    number,  there  are   in  fact    m  values  of  the 

function    k"';    and    that    for    their   determination    we    require    the    theory  of  the    so-called 

66—2 


Hosted  by 


Google 


524  FUNCTION.  [787 

circular  functions  sine  and  cosine ;  and  these  depend  on  the  exponential  function  exp  u, 
or,  as  it  is  commonly  written,  e",  which  has  for  its  inverse  the  logarithmic  function 
logu;   these  are  all  of  them  transcendental  functions. 

2,  In  a  rational  and  integral  function  a  +  bu  +  cu^  +  ...  +  ku"*,  the  number  of  terms 
is  finite,  and  the  coefficients  a,  b,....k  may  have  any  values  whatever,  but  if  we 
imagine  a  like  series  a-i-bu  +  cii'  + ...  extending  to  infinity,  jwjm  constat  that  such  an 
expression  has  any  calculable  value, — that  is,  any  meaning  at  all ;  the  coefficients 
a,  b,  c, ...  must  be  such  as,  either  for  every  value  whatever  of  m  (that  is,  for  every 
finite  value)  or  for  values  included  within  certain  limits,  to  make  the  series  convergent. 
It  is  easy  to  see  that  the  values  of  a,  b,  c, ...  may  be  such  as  to  make  the  series 
always  convergent ;   for  instance,  this  is  the  case  for  the  exponential  function, 

cxp„.l+i'  +  j?'-+j-^  +  &c.i 

taking  for  the  moment  u  to  be  real  and  positive,  then  it  is  evident  that  however 
large  w  may  be,  the  successive  terms  will  become  ultimately  smaller  and  smaller,  and 
the  series  will  have  a  determinate  calculable  value.  A  function  thus  expressed  by 
means  of  a  convergent  infinite  series  is  not  in  general  algebraical,  and  when  it  is  not 
so,  it  is  said  to  be  transcendental  (but  observe  that  it  is  in  nowise  true  that  we 
have  thus  the  most  genera!  form  of  a  transcendental  function) ;  in  particular,  the 
exponential  function  above  written  down  is  not  an  algebraical  function. 

By  forming  the  expression  of  expii,  and  multiplying  together  the  two  series,  we 
derive  the  fundamental  property 

cxpMexpj;  —exp{u  +  v); 
whence  also 

exp  X  exp  iy  =  exp  (x  +  iy), 

so  that  exp  {x  +  iy)  is  given  as  the  product  of  the  two  series  exp  x  and  exp  iy.  As 
regards  this  last,  if  in  place  of  u  we  actually  write  the  value  iy^  we  find 


»piy-(i-j^2  +  i:A.i--)+'(y-r¥r<i-' 


where  obviously  each  series  is  convergent  and  actually  calculable  for  any  real  value 
whatever  of  y.  Calling  the  two  series  cosine  y  and  sine  y  respectively,  or  in  the  ordinary 
abbreviated  notation  cosy  and  siny,  the  equation  is 

exp  iy  =  cos  y  +  i  sin  y ; 

and  if  we  herein  for  y  write  z,  and  multiply  the  two  expressions  together,  observing 
that  the  product  will  be  =  exp  i{y  -^  z),  we  obtain  the  fundamental  equations 

cos  {y  +z)  =  cos  y  cos  s  —  sin  y  sin  z, 
sin  (y  -\-  s)  =  faiiy  cos  z  +  sin  z  cos  y, 
for  the  functions  sine  and  cosine. 
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Taking  y  as  an  angle,  aod  defining  as  usiial  the  sine  and  cosine  as  the  ratios 
of  the  perpendicular  and  base  respectively  to  the  radius,  the  sine  and  cosine  will  be 
functions  of  y;  and  we  obtain  geometrically  the  foregoing  fundamental  equabious  for  the 
sine  and  cosine ;  but  in  order  to  the  truth  of  the  foregoing  equation  cxp  iy  —  cos  y  +  *  sin  y, 
it  is  farther  necessary  that  the  angle  should  be  measured  in  circular  measure,  that 
is,  by  the  ratio  of  the  arc  to  the  radius ;  so  that  tt  denoting  as  usual  the  number 
3'14159...,  the  measure  of  a  right  angle  is  =\Tr.  And  this  being  so,  the  functions 
sine  and  cosine,  obtained  as  above  by  consideration  of  the  exponential  function,  have 
their  ordinary  geometrical  significations. 

3.     The   foregoing   investigation   was   given   in   detail   in  order  to   the   completion  of 

the  theory  of  the  irrational  function  m".  We  henceforth  take  the  theory  of  the 
circular  functions  as  known,  and  speak  of  tan*',  &c.,  as  the  occasion  may  arise. 

We  have 

a:  +  iy  =  r  (cos  d-i-i&m  $), 

where,  writing  va^+y^  to  denote  the  positive  value  of  the  square  root,  we  have 

r^^/afl  +  f,     cos^=    ,--.*.-...,     sing=    ,_jf.—  , 
V  «=  +  y^  "J  a?  +  y^ 

and  therefore  also 

tan  ^  =  ^ . 

Treating  x,  y  as  the  rectangular  coordinates  of  a  point  P,  r  is  the  distance  (regarded 
as  positive)  of  this  point  from  the  origin,  and  6  is  the  inclination  of  r  to  the  positive 
part  of  the  axis  of  a^;  to  fix  the  ideas  6  may  be  regarded  as  lying  within  the 
limits  0,  ir,  or  0,  —  tt,  according  as  y  is  positive  or  negative ;  6  is  thus  completely 
determinate,  except  in  the  case,  x  negative,  y  =  0,  for  which  S  is  =  tt  or  —  tt  indifferently. 

And  if  u  =  x+iy,  we  hence  have 

i      /   _L'  ^^        i(      S^lsw  ,   .  .    e  +  2s-K\ 
u™  ={x  +  i,y)™  =  /■'"  I  cos +^sln 1 , 

wheie  r'"  is  real  and  positive  and  s  has  any  positive  or  negative  integer  value  what- 
ever: but  we  thus  obtain  for  «'"  only  the  m  values  corresponding  to  the  vahies 
0,  1,  'l,...,m—l    of  s.     More  generally  we  may,  instead  of  the  index        ,  take  the  index 

to    be    any    i-ational    fraction     — .     Supposing    this    to    be    in    its    least    terms,    and    m    to 

be   positive,   the   number   of    distinct   values    is   always   =  m.     If  instead   of   —   we   take 

m 
the   index   to   be   the   general   real   or   complex   quantity   m,   we   have  u'",  no   longer   an 
algebraical  function  of  u,  and  having  in  general  an  infinity  of  values. 
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4.  The  foregoing  equation  exp  {x-\-y)  =  exp  x .  exp  y  is,  in  fact,  the  equation  of 
indices,  a"'^  =  a" . a^ ;  exp*  is  thus  the  same  thing  as  e*,  where  e  denotes  a  properly 
determined    number,   and    putting    e*    equal   to   the    series,   and   then   writing  x=l,   we 

have  6=1  +  1 +  ]^"2  +  i~2~3"'"^''''  '^^*'  ^^'  ^  =  2'7l28...  But  as  well  theoretically  aw 
for  convenience  of  printing,  there  is  considerable  advantage  in  the  use  of  the  notation 
exp  II. 

From  the  equation,  exp  iy  =cosy  +i sin y,  we  deduce  exp (—  iy)  =  coBy  —  i sin  y,  and 
thence 

cos  1/  =  i  {exp  (iy)  +  exp  {-  iy)}, 

sin  y  =  2%  |exp  {iy)  -  exp  (-  iy)] ; 

if  we  write  herein  tx  instead  of  y  we  have 

cos  i!e  =  ^  {exp  x  +  exp  (—  a;)\, 
sin  ix  =  -^  {exp  x  —  exp  (—  a))}, 


iz.  these  values  f 


-IH 


1.2  '  1.2.3,4^ 


each  of  them  real  when  ;*;  is  real.  The  functions  in  question  1  +  -^  +  — -^--  +  . . . 
and  aj+-2  +...,  regarded  us  functions  of  a:,  are  termed  the  hyperbolic  casioe  and 
sine,  and  are  represented  by  the  notations  cosh  x  and  sinh  x  respectively ;  and  similarly 
we   have   the    hyperbolic    tangent    tanh«,  &c:    although    it    is   easy   to    remember    that 

cosiic,  ^sin*>,  are,  in  fact,  real  functions  of  *■,  and  to  understand  accordingly  the  formulje 

wherein  they  occur,  yet  the  use  of  these  notations  of  the  hyperbolic  functions  is  often 
convenient. 

0.  Writing  ii,  =  exp  v,  then  v  is  conversely  a  fimction  of  u  which  is  called  the 
logarithm  (hyperbolic  logarithm,  to  distinguish  it  from  the  tabular  or  Briggian  logarithm), 
and  we  write  v  =  log  u,  or  what  is  the  same  thing,  we  have  u  =  exp  (log  u) :  and  it  is 
clear  that  if  u  be  real  and  positive  there  is  always  a  real  and  positive  value  of  logw, 
in  particular  the  real  logarithm  of  e  is  =  1 ;  it  is  however  to  bo  observed  that  the 
logarithm  is  not  a  one-valued  function,  but  has  an  infinity  of  values  corresponding  to 
the  different  integer  values  of  a  constant  s;  in  fe,ct,  if  logM  be  any  one  of  its  values, 
then  logM  +  2s7n  is  also  a  value,  for  we  have  exp(logM-f-2s77T)  =  exp]ogMexp2s7ri,  or 
since  cxpSsTrt  is  -1,  this  is  =«;   that  is,  logM  +  2s7n  is  a  value  of  the  logarithm  of  u. 

We  have 

uv  =  exp  (log  uv)  =  exp  log  u .  exp  log  v, 
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and  hence  the  equation  which  is  commonly  written 

log  iiv  =  log  u  +  log  V, 

but  which  requires  the  addition  on  one  side  of  a  term  2s7ri.  And  reverting  to  the 
equation  x  +  iy  =  r{cosff  +  ism8),  or  as  it  is  convenient  to  write  it,  *■  +  *!/  =  r  exp  i^, 
we  hence  have 

\ag(x  +  iy)  =  \ogr  +  i{e+^S7r). 

where  logr  may  be  taken  to  denote  the  real  logarithm  of  the  real  positive  quantity  )■, 
and  0  the  completely  determinate  angle  defined  as  already  mentioned. 

Reverting  to  the  function  j*'",  we  have  u  =  exp  log  u,  and  thence  ?f'"  =  exp  (m  log  «), 
which,  on  ELCCOunt  of  the  infinity  of  values  of  log«,  has  in  genera!  (as  before  remarked) 
an  infinity  of  values ;  if  m  =  e,  then  e'",  =  exp  (m  log  e),  has  in  genera!  in  like  manner 
an  infinity  of  values,  but  in  regarding  e™  as  identical  with  the  one-valued  fnnction 
expm,  we  take  loge  to  be  =its  real  value,  1. 

The  inverse  functions  cos~^w,  sin~^jc,  tan~'a!,  are  in  feet  logarithmic  fimctions ;  thus 
in    the    equation    expw  =  cosfl;  +  isin^,    writing    first    cosa;=((,   the    equation    becomes 

expicos-^i(  =  w +iVi-M^  or   we   have   cos-M(  =  -.  log((( -|-i  Vl  -  w,^),  and    from   the  same 

equation,    writing    secondly    sin  x  =  «,    we    have    sin"^  w  =  -^  log  (v'l  -  u^  +  iu).     But    the 

formula  for  tan~' «  is  a  more  elegant  one,  as  not  involving  the  radical  Vl  —  u^ ;   we  have 

exp  ix  —  exp  (—  ix)        exp  2ia!  —  1 

t  tan  a;  =  —i—. —--. — r-  ,   =  — '^  „.-  ■  ■■ , 

expijc  +  exp(— iic)        exp2w-|-l 


or,  if  tan  x  =  u,  then 


TJie    logarithm   (or   inverse   exponential    function)  and   the 
present  themselves  as  the  integrals  of  algebraic  functions 


[da:  1 

f     dx 
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6.  Each  of  the  functions  exp  u,  sin  u,  cos  u,  tan  u,  Sac,  as  a  one-valued  function 
of  M,  is  in  this  respect  analogous  to  a  rational  function  of  u;  and  there  are  further 
analogies  of  exp  u,  sin  u,  cos  u,  to  a  rational  and  integral  function ;  and  of  tan  u,  sec  ti,  &c., 
to  a  rational  non-integral  function. 

A  rational  and  integi-al  function  has  a  certain  number  of  roots,  or  zeros,  each  of 
a  given  multiplicity,  and  is  completely  determined  (except  as  to  a  constant  factor) 
when   the  several  roots  and  the  multiplicity  of  each  of  them  is  given;   i.e.,  if  a,  b,  c, ... 

be   the   roots,  p,   q,   r, ...    their   multiplicities,   then   the   form   is   -Ail )    (l  — r)     ■■  > 

a  rational  (n  on -integral)  function  has  a  certain  number  of  infinities,  or  poles,  each  of 
them  of  a  given  multiplicity,  viz.  the  infinities  are  the  roots  or  zeros  of  the  rational 
and  integral  function  which  is  its  denominator. 

The  function  exp  u  has  no  finite  roots,  but  an  infinity  of  roots  each  =  —  x ;  this 
appears   from   the   equation   expM=fl-l--j  ,  where   n   is  indefinitely  large   and   positive. 

The  function  sin  m  has  the  roots  sw  where  s  is  any  positive  oi'  negative  integer,  zero 
included ;  or,  what  is  the  same  thing,  its  roots  are  0  and  +  sv,  s  now  denoting  any 
positive   integer   from    1    to   x ;    each   of    these   is  a   simple  root,   and   we   in    fact    have 

sin«  =  MlI(l  —  5  -].     Similarly  the  roots  of  cosu  are  (s  +  J)7r,  s  denoting  any  positive 

or  negative  integer,  zero  included,  or,  what  is  the  same  thing,  they  are  +  (s  -|-  ^)  x, 
s   now   denoting   any  positive   integer   from   0   to  oo ;   each   root   is  simple,  and  we   have 

eosM  =  n  f  1  + --— --p~-~  1.     Obviously   tanw,   as   the  quotient  sin  w -i- cos  m,  has  both  roots 

and  infinities,  its  roots  being  the  roots  of  sin  m,  its  infinities  the  roots  of  cosm;  secw 
as  the  reciprocal  of  cosm  has  infinities  only,  these  being  the  roots  of  cosm.  &c. 

In  the  foregoing  expression  sin  !i  =  1(11(1 — ^-j,  the  product  must  be  underetood 
to   mean  the  limit  of  Ili^fl—       j  for  an  indefinitely  large   positive  integer  value  of  n, 

viz.  the  product  is  first  to  be  formed  for  the  values  s=l,  2,  3,...  up  to  a  determinate 
number   n,    and    then   ji    is    to    be    taken    indefinitely    large.      If,    separating    the    positive 

and  the  negative  values  of  s,  we  consider  the  product  «n,''[l  +  —  ini'"!!  -  -),  (where 

in  the  first  product  s  has  all  the  positive  integer  values  from  1  to  n,  and  in  the 
second  product  s  has  all  the  positive  integei'  values  from  1  to  m),  then  by  making 
m  and  n  each  of  them  indefinitely  large,  the  function  does  not  approximate  to  &imt, 
unless    m  :  n    be   a    ratio    of    equality*.     And    similarly   as    regards    cosm,   the    product 

no"(l -I- T—        -  J  n  U --~^  -  J  ,   m   and    n   indefinitely   large,   does    not    approximate   to 

cos  u,  unless  m  :  n  be  a  ratio  of  equality. 

*  The    salue    ot   the    fuaction    in    question    mHj"  (  1  + —  1  il,"' (  I ^J,   when    m,    n    are    each   indeliuitely 

large,  but  —  not  =1,  is  =(  -  1"  gino. 
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7.  The  functions  siriM,  cos«,  are  pei-iodic,  having  the  period  Sir,        (u  +  27r)=  ^"  (uY. 

cos  '     cos  ^  " 

and  the  half-period  tt,  (M+7r)  =  —  u;  the  periodicity  may  be  verified  by  means 
of  the  foregoing  fractional  forms,  but  some  attention  is  required;  thus  writing,  as  we 
may   do,   sinM=— ^ -,    where    s    extends    from   —n   to   n,   n  ultimately   infinite,    if 

for  u  we  write  u  +  tr,  each  factor  of  the  numerator  is  changed  into  the  following  one 
and  the  numerator  is  unaltered,  save  only  that  there  is  an  introduced  factor  i*  +  (ji+l)7r 
at  the  superior  limit,  and  an  omitted  factor  u  —  n-n-  at  the  inferior  limit ;  the  ratio  of 
these,  (m  + « +  Itt) -=- (m  -  «7r),  for  n  infinite  is  =  —  1,  and  we  thus  have,  as  we  should 
have,  sin  (m  +  tt)  =  —  sin  m. 

The   most   general   periodic   function   having    no   infinities,   and   each    root   a    simple 

root,  and  having  a  given  period  o„  has  the  form   A  sin '  +  B  cob  —  ,  or,  what  is  the 

^, .         r  sin  ftTTU     ^  \ 
same  thii^,  L h  a.     . 

8.  We  come  now  to  the  Elliptic  Functions.  These  arose  from  the  consideration  of 
the  integral  I  -  ,-^  ,  where  R  is  a,  rational  function  of  x,  and  X  is  the  general  rational 
and   integral   quartic  function 

aai*  +  ^3?  +  -^x^  +  8a;  +  e ; 


,  form  arrived  at  was 


■-h 


J  Vl-a:M-A;V'       J  Vl-&=sin=0' 

on  putting  therein  x  =  sin  <^,  and  this  last  integral  was  represented  by  F^,  and  called 
the   elliptic   integral   of    the   first    kind.      In   the    particular   case    &  =  0,   the   integral    is 

I  — =^=  =  sin~'  m,  and  it    thus  appears  that  F^  is  of   the  nature  of  an  inverse   function  ; 

for  passing  to  the  direct  functions  we  write  F^  =  n,  and  consider  ^  as  hereby  determ- 
ined as  a  function  of  n,  tjj  =  amplitude  of  u,  or  for  shortness  am  m.  And  the  functions 
sin  (^,  cos  1^,  and  Vl  —  ^  sin'  ^  were  then  considered  as  functions  of  the  amplitude,  and 
written  sin  am  u,  cos  am  u,  A  am  u ;  these  were  afterwards  written  sn  »,  en  u,  dn  u,  which 
may  be  regarded  either  as  mere  abbreviations  of  the  former  functional  symbols,  or  (in 
a  different  point  of  view)  as  functions,  no  longer  of  amw,  but  of  u  itself  as  the 
argument  of  the  functions ;  sn  is  thus  a  function  in  some  respects  analogous  to  a  sine, 
and  en  and  dn  functions  analogous  to  a  cosine :  they  have  the  corresponding  property 
that  the  three  functions  of  ti  +  v  are  expressible  in  terms  of  the  functions  of  u  and  of  v. 
The  following  formulae  may  be  mentioned : 

on'^ )(  =  1  —  sn'  u,       dn^  m  =  1  —  A-  sn^  u, 

sn'  M  =  en  w  dn  u,     en'  m  =  -  sn  m  dn  u,     dn'  zi.  =  —  It?  sa  u  en  u, 

c.  XI.  Q7 
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where  the  accent  denotes  differentiation  in  regard  to  m  ;   and  the  addition-formulae ; 

sn  {u  +  v)  =  sn  m  en  y  dn  u  +  sn  d  en  m  dn  u,  (-^), 

cn{u+  v)  =         en  u  en  V  —  sn  udn  u  sn  V dn  v,      (-;-), 

dn  (m  +  u)  =         dn  w  dn  V  -  A^  sn  M  en  M  sn  D  en  v,   (-^), 

each  of  the  expressions  on  the  right-hand  side  being  the  numerator  of  a  fraction  of 
which 

Denom.  =  1  —  A'  sn' «  sn'  v. 

It  may  be  remarked  that  any  one  of  the  fractional  expressions,  differentiated  in  regard 
to  n  and  to  v  respectively,  gives  the  same  result ;  sueh  expression  is  therefore  a, 
function  of  u  +  v,  and  the  addition-formula  can  be  thus  directly  verified. 

9.  The  existence  of  a  denominator  in  the  addition -formulae  suggests  that  sn,  en,  dn 
are  not,  like  the  sine  and  cosine,  functions  having  zeros  only,  without  infinities;  they 
are  in  ftict  functions,  having  each  its  own  zeros,  but  having  a  common  set  of  infinities; 
moreover,  the  zeros  and  the  infinities  are  simple  zeros  and  infinities  respectively.  And 
this  further  suggests,  what  in  fact  is  the  case,  that  the  three  functions  are  quotients 
having  each  its  own  numerator  but  a  common  denominator,  say  they  are  the  quotients 
of  four  ^-functions,  each  of  them  having  zeros  only  (and  these  simple  zeros)  but  no 
infinities. 

The  functions  sn,  cu,  dn,  but  not  the  ^-functions,  are  moreover  doubly  periodic; 
that  is,  there  exist  values  2(u,  2ii,  =  iK  and  Ai{K  +  iE')  in  the  ordinary  notation,  such 
that  the  sn,  en,  or  dn  of  m  +  2oi,  and  the  sn,  en,  and  dn  of  w+2y  are  equal  to  the 
sn,  en,  and  dn  respectively  of  ti\  or  say  that  0(((-|-2(u)=  0(i(  + 2u)  =  0«,  where  0  is 
any  one  of  the  three  functions. 


this  double  periodicity,  it  is  to  be  observed  that  the  equations 
0(m4-2w)  =  ^m,  ^{u  +  '2.v)  =  <^,  impiy  0 (w -I- 2mw -(- 2)if )  =  <^?/,  and  hence  it  easily  follows 
that  if  ft),  V  were  commensurabie,  say  if  they  were  multiples  of  some  quantity  a,  we 
should  have  0  (m  +  2a)  =  <^u,  an  equation  which  would  replace  the  original  two  equations 
(^  (m  +  2&j)  =  <^M,  0  (m  -H  2u)  =  ^t,  or  there  would  in  this  ease  be  only  the  single  period 
a;  <o  and  u  must  therefore  be  incommensurable.  And  this  being  so,  they  cannot  have 
a  real  ratio,  for  if  they  had,  the  integer  values  m,  n  could  be  taken  such  as  to  make 
2mia  +  '2nv  =  h  times  a  given  real  or  imaginary  value,  k  as  small  as  ive  please;  the 
ratio  ft)  ;  v  must  be  therefore  imaginary,  as  is  in  fact  the  case  when  the  values  are 
iK  and  iiK+iK'). 

10.  The  function  sn  u  has  the  zero  0  and  the  zeros  mm  +  nv,  m  and  n  any 
positive  or  negative  integers  whatever ;  and  this  suggests  that  the  numerator  of  sn  m  is 
equal  to  a  doubly  infinite  product,  (Cayley,  "On  the  Inverse  Elliptic  Functions,"  Camb. 
Math.  Jour.  t.  iv.,  1845,  [24];  and  "M^moire  sur  les  fonctions  doublement  p^riodiques," 
Liouville,  t.  s.,  1845,  [25]).     The  numerator  is  equal  to 


uYlU    1  + 


(-^T^). 
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■m  and  n  having  any  positive  or  negative  integer  values  whatever,  including  zero,  except 
that  m,  n  must  not  be  simuitaneously  =  0,  these  values  being  taken  account  of  in  the 
factor  u  outside  the  product.  But  until  further  defined,  such  a  product  has  no  definite 
value,  and  consequently  no  meaning  whatever.  Imagine  m,  n  to  be  coordinates,  and 
suppose  that  we  have,  surrounding  the  origin,  a  closed  curve  having  the  origin  for  its 
centre,  i.e.  the  curve  is  such  that,  if  a,  /3  be  the  coordinates  of  a  point  thereof,  then 
—  a,  — /3  are  also  the  coordinates  of  a  point  thereof;  suppose  further  that  the  form 
of  the  curve  is  given,  but  that  its  magnitude  depends  upon  a  parameter  k,  and  that 
the  curve  is  such  that,  when  h  is  indefinitely  large,  each  point  of  the  curve  is  at  an 
indefinitely  large  distance  from  the  origin;  for  instance,  the  curve  might  be  a  circle 
or  ellipse,  or  a  parallelogram,  the  origin  being  in  each  case  the  centre.  Then  if  in 
the  double  product,  taking  the  value  of  A  as  given,  we  first  give  to  m,  n  all  the 
positive  or  negative  integer  values  (the  simultaneous  values  0,  0  excluded)  which  corre- 
spond to  points  within  the  curve,  and  then  make  h  indefinitely  large,  the  product  will 
thus  have  a  definite  value;  but  this  value  will  still  be  dependent  on  the  form  of  the  curve. 
Moreover,  varying  in  any  manner  the  form  of  the  curve,  the  ratio  of  the  two  values 
of  the  double  product  vdli  be  =  exp  0u\  where  ,3  is  a  determinate  value  depending  only 
on  the  forms  of  the  two  curves;  or,  what  is  the  same  thing,  if  we  first  give  to  the 
curve  a  certain  form,  say  we  take  it  to  be  a  circle,  and  then  give  it  any  other  form, 
the  product  in  the  latter  case  is  equal  to  its  former  value  multiplied  by  exp  ^u\ 
where  /3  depends  only  upon  the  form  of  the  cui-ve  in  the  latter  case. 

Considering    the    form    of    the    bounding    curve    as    given,   and   writing   the    double 
product  in  the  form 

the  simultaneous  values  m  =  0,  n  =  0  being  now  admitted  in  the  numerator,  although 
still  excluded  from  the  denominator,  then  if  we  write  for  instance  m  +  2(o  instead  of  w, 
each  factor  in  the  numerator  is  changed  into  a  contiguous  factor,  and  the  numerator 
remains  unaltered,  except  that  we  introduce  certain  factors  which  lie  outside  the 
bounding  curve,  and  omit  certain  factors  which  lie  inside  the  bounding  curve ;  we,  in 
fact,  afi'ect  the  result  by  a  singly  infinite  series  of  factoi-s  belonging  to  points  adjacent 
to  the  bounding  curve  ;  and  it  appears  on  investigation  that  we  thus  introduce  a  con- 
stant factor  exp7{(i  +  w).     The  final  result  thus  is  that  the  product 

uun  (i  +  — -, — ] 


does  not  remain  unaltered  when  u  is  changed  into  it  +  2w,  but  that  it  becomes  there- 
fore affected  with  a  constant  factor,  exp  y{u  +  m).  And  similarly  the  function  does  not 
remain  unaltered  when  u  is  changed  into  u  +  2v,  but  it  becomes  affected  with  a  factor, 
exp  S  (m  +  v).  The  bounding  curve  may  however  be  taken  such  that  the  function  is 
unaltered  when  u  is  changed  into  u  +  2a:  this  will  be  the  case  if  the  curve  is  a 
rectangle  such  that  the  length  in  the  direction  of  the  axis  of  m  is  infinitely  great  in 
comparison  of  that  in  the  direction  of  the  axis  of  n ;  or  it  may  be  taken  such  that 
the  function  is  unaltered  when   u   is   changed   into   u  +  2v:   this  will   be  so  if  the  curve 

67—2 


Hosted  by 


Google 


532  FUNCTION.  [787 

be  a  rectangle  such  that  the  length  in  the  direction  of  the  axis  of  ".  is  indefinitelj' 
great  in  comparison  with  that  in  the  direction  of  the  axis  of  m ;  but  the  two  con- 
ditions cannot  be  satisfied  simultaneously, 

11.  We  have  three  other  like  functions,  viz.  writing  for  shortness  m,  n  to  denote 
TO  +  ^,  n  +  ^  respectively,  and  (m,  n)  to  denote  mw  +  nv,  then  the  four  fonctions  are 

''™('+(«^))-   nn(i  +  (sr^)).   nn(i  +  ^^,),   nn(i+^_"_^), 

the  bounding  curve  being  in  each  case  the  same ;  and,  dividing  the  first  three  of  these 
each  by  the  last,  we  have  (except  as  to  constant  factors)  the  three  functions  sn  w,  en  u,  dn  u ; 
writing  in  each  of  the  four  functions  u  +  2a  or  u  +  2v  in  place  of  u,  the  functions 
a,cquire  each  of  them  the  same  exponential  factor  exp  7  (« +  w),  or  exp  S  (u  +  v),  and 
the  quotient  of  any  two  of  them,  and  therefore  each  of  the  functions  snu,  cnu,  dnu, 
remains  unaltered. 

It  is  easily  seen  that,  disregarding  constant  factors,  the  four  ^-functions  are  in 
fact  one  and  the  same  function  with  different  arguments,  or  they  may  be  written 
Su,  ${u  +  ^m),  8(u  +  ^u),  ${u  +  ^(i)+  ^v);  by  what  precedes,  the  functions  may  be  so 
determined  that  they  shall  remain  unaltered  when  u  is  changed  into  u  +  2w,  that  is, 
be  singly  periodic,  but  that  the  change  i(  into  u+2v  shall  affect  them  each  with  the 
same  exponential  factor  expS(M-l-y). 

12.  Taking  the  last-mentioned  property  as  a  definition  of  tht;  function  0,  it 
appears  that  dti  may  be  expressed  as  a  sum  of  exponentials 

Ou  =  A1  exp  —  (vrrf  +  vm), 

where  the  summation  extends  to  all  positive  and  negative  integer  values  of  m, 
including    zero.     In    fact,   if   we   fii-st   write    herein    w  +  2(u   instead   of   u,   then   in    each 

term   the   index   of  the   exponential   is   altered   by  —  2com,  —  2m-7ri,  and   the   term   itself 

thus  remains  unaltered;   that  is,  0 (u  +  2o))  =  0ii.     But  writing  u  +  2v  in  place  of  u,  each 

term  is  changed  into  the  succeeding  term,  multiplied  by  the  factor  exp  —  (n  +  v);  in  fact, 

making  the  change  in  question  u  into  u  +  2v,  and  writing  also  m  —  1  in  place  of  m, 
vvf  +  um    becomes    v(m—lf  +  {u  +  2u)(m  —  1),    =  vm'^  +  um  —  u  —  u,   and    we    thus    have 

^  («  +  2i')  =  exp  J {u  +  vn.dit.      In    order    to    the    convergency    of    the    series    it    is 

necessary    that    exp —  should   vanish    for    indefinitely  large  values  of  m,   and   this  will 

be   so   if  —  be  a  complex  quantity  of  the  form  a  +  ^i,  a  negative ;  for  instance,  this  will 

be  the  ease  if  a  be  real  and  positive  and  v  be  =  i  multiplied  by  a  real  and  positive 
quantity.  The  original  definition  of  ^  as  a  double  product  seems  to  put  more  clearly 
in  evidence  the  real  nature  of  this  function,  but  the  new  definition  has  the  1 
that  it  admits  of  extension  to  the  ^-functions  of  two  or  more  variables. 
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The  elliptic  functions  sn  n,  en  a,  dn  u,  have  thus  been  expressed  each  of  them  as 
the  quotient  of  two  ^-functions,  bub  the  question  arises  to  express  conversely  a  ^-function 
by  means  of  the   elliptic   functions :   the  form   is   found   to   be 

0u  =  G  cxp  (Av?  +  B  I  I  an^-n  c/ii'A  , 

viz.  $11  is  expressible  as  an  exponential,  the  index  of  which  depends  on  the  double  intcgi'al 

The  object  has  boon  to  explain  the  general  nature  of  the  elliptic  functions  snu,  cnu,  <hiu, 
and  of  the  ^-functions  with  which  they  are  thus  intimately  connected ;  it  would  be  out 
of  place  to  go  into  the  theories  of  the  multiplication,  division,  and  transformation  of 
the  elliptic  functions,  or  into  the  theory  of  the  elliptic  integrals,  and  of  the  applic- 
ation of  the  ^-functions  to  the  representation  of  the  elliptic  integrals  of  the  second 
and  third  kinds. 

13.  The  reasoning  which  shows  that  for  a  doubly  perioiiic  function  the  ratio  of 
the  two  periods  2ei>,  2ii  is  imaginary  shows  that  we  cannot  have  a  function  of  a  single 
vaiiahle.  which  shall  be  triply  periodic,  or  of  any  higher  order  of  periodicity.  For  if 
the  periods  of  a  triply  periodic  function  ^  {u)  were  2a>,  tv,  '2.x,  then  m,  n,  p  being  any 
positive  or  negative  integer  values,  we  should  have  ^  (u  +  2m<a  +  2nv  +  ^px)  —  0«'  j  ">  i".  X 
must  be  incommensurable,  for  if  not,  the  three  periods  would  really  reduce  themselves 
to  two  periods,  or  to  a  single  period ;  and  being  incommensurable,  it  would  be  possible 
to  determine  the  integers  m,  n,  p  in  such  mamier  that  the  real  part  and  also  the 
coefficient  of  i  of  the  expression  ma)  +  nv  +  px  shall  be  each  of  them  as  small  as 
we  please,  say  <l>  {u  +  e)  —  (f>u,  and  thence  tp  (u  +  ke)  =  (f>u  (k  an  integer),  and  ke  -at, 
near  as  we  please  to  any  given  real  or  imaginary  value  whatever.  We  have  thus  the 
nugatory  result  0m  =  a  constant,  or  at  least  the  function  if  not  a  constant  is  a  function 
of  an  infinitely  and  perpetually  discontinuous  kind,  a  conception  of  which  can  hardly 
be  formed.  But  a  function  of  two  variables  may  be  triply  or  quadruply  periodic — 
viz.  we  may  have  a  function  i^  (u,  v)  having  for  m,  v  the  simultaneous  periods  2(0,  2a' ; 
2v,  2ii' ;  2x,  2x  •  2i/r,  2-\fr' ;  or,  what  is  the  same  thing,  it  may  be  such  that,  m,  n,  p,  q 
being  any  integers  whatever,  we  have 

0  (m  +  2.ma>  +  2nv  +  ipx  +  ^^'^'    ^  +  ^wioi'  +  2nv'  +  ipx  +  2q-f')  =  0  {u,  v) ; 

and  similarly  a  function  of  2»  variables  may  be  2/i-tuply  periodic. 

It  is,  in  fact,  in  this  manner  that  we  pass  from  the  elliptic  functions  and  the 
single  ^-functions  to  the  hyperelJiptic  or  Abelian  functions  and  the  multiple  ^-functions ; 
the  case  next  succeeding  the  elliptic  functions  is  when  we  have  X,  Y  the  same  rational 
and  integral  sextic  functions  of  x,  y  respectively,  and  then  writing 

dx       dy       ,       xdx     y  dy      , 
-=  +  -^  =  du,     —=  +  ^-pJ.  =  dv, 
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we  regard  certaiu  symmetrical  functions  of  x,  y,  in  fact,  the  ration  of  (2'=)  16  such 
symmetrical  functions,  as  functions  of  (m,  v)  ;  say  we  thus  have  15  hyperelliptic 
functions  f{u,  v),  analogous  to  the  3  elliptic  functions  sn  u,  en  it,  dn  u,  and  being 
quadruply  periodic.  And  these  are  the  quotients  of  16  double  ^-functions  $  (u,  v),  the 
general  form  being 

where  the  summations  extend  to  all  positive  and  negative  integer  values  of  (m,  n) ; 
and  we  thus  see  the  form  of  the  ^-function  for  any  number  of  variables  whatever. 
The   epithet   "  hyperelliptic "   is  used  in  the  case  where  the  differentials  are  of  the  ibrm 

just  mentioned  -,= ,    where   X   is   a   rational   and   integral    function   of   x ;    the    epithet 

"  Abelian "  extends  to  the  more  general  case  where  the  differential  involves  the 
irrational  function  of  x,  determined  by  any  rational  and  integral  equation  0  (.r,  y)=0 
whatever. 

As  regards  the  literature  of  the  subject,  it  may  be  noticed  that  the  various 
memoirs  by  Riemann,  1851 — 1866,  are  republished  in  the  collected  edition  of  his  works, 
Leipsic,  1876 ;  and  shortly  after  his  death  we  have  the  Theorie  der  Abel'schen  Functionen, 
by  Clebsch  and  Gordan,  Leipsic,  1866.  Preceding  this,  we  have  by  MM,  Eriot  and 
Bouquet,  the  TMorie  des  Fonctions  douhlement  p4riodiques  et  en  partiouUer  des  Fonctiotis 
Elliptiques,  Paris,  1859,  the  results  of  which  are  reproduced  and  developed  in  their  larger 
work,  Th4orie  des  Fonctions  Elliptiques,  2nd  ed.,  Paris,  1875. 

14.  It  is  proper  to  mention  the  gamma  (F)  or  H  function,  r(n  +  l)=n«,  =1.2.3...«, 
when  w  is  a  positive  integer.  In  the  case  just  referred  to,  n  a  positive  integer,  this 
presents  itself  almost  everywhere  in  analysis, — for  instance,  the  binomial  coefficients, 
and  the  coeiEcients  of  the  exponential  series  are  expressible  by  means  of  such  functions 
of  a  number  n.     The  definition  for  any  real  positive  value  of  n  is  taken  to  be 


it  is  then  shown  that,  n  being  real  and  positive,  r{n  +  l)=nl''n,  and  by  assuming  that 
this  equation  holds  good  for  positive  or  negative  real  values  of  «,  the  definition  is 
extended  to  real  negative  values ;  the  equation  gives  PI  =  OFO,  that  is,  PO  =  oo ,  and 
similarly  r{-n)  =  <xi,  where  —  n  is  any  negative  integer.  The  definition  by  the  definite 
integral  has  been  or  may  be  extended  to  imaginary  values  of  n,  but  the  tlieory  is  not 
an  established  one.     A  definition   extending  to  all   values  of  n  is  that  of  Gauss 

Iln  =  limit  - 


+  l.n  +  2. 


the  ultimate  value  of  k  being  =  oo ;  but  the  tiinction  is  chiefly  considered  for  real  values 
of  the  variable. 


A  formula  for  the  calculation,  when  x  has  a  large  real  and  positive  value,  is 

^rL +•■■)■ 


Ila!  =  ^'2v  af+^  exp  ( — 
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or  as  this  may  also  be  wiitten,  ncgleetiiig  the  negative  powers  of  x, 

Ux  =  V27r  exp  {(x  +  ^)  log  x  -  x], 

I  -  a;)  =    .  ^—  :  or,  a 
sin  -n-x 

Tl(x-l)n(-x)  =  -.^-. 

It   is  to   be   observed   that   the   function    11  serves   to  express   the   product   of  a  set 
of  factors  in  arithmetical  progression ;   we  have 

We   can   consequently  express  by  means  of  it  the  product  of  any  number  of  the  factors 
which  present  themselves  in  the  factorial  expression  of  sin  ii.     Starting  from  the  form 


"(>-rJ"-"(-fJ. 


where   H    is    here   as    before    the   sign    of    a    product    of   factoi's    corresponding    to    the 
different  integer  values  of  s,  this  is  thus  converted  into 

uU  (^  +  m)  n  (-  '^  +  m)  -  n  (^]  n  (-  ^)  UmUn, 

or  as  this  may  also  be  written, 

.ng+„)n(-%„).ng-i)n(^;j)n™n». 

which,  in  virtue  of 

W         J        \     irj       sin  u 

becomes 

=  sin  ull  (^  +  ffl)  n  (-  ^  +  »)  H-  nmnn. 

Here   m   and   n   are   large   and   positive ;   calculating   the   second  factor  by  means   of  the 
formula  for  Ylx,  in  this  case  we  have  the  before-mentioned  formula 

»n"(i  +  £)n.-(i-,^) -(„")'-«. 

The   gamma   or    IT    function  is   the  so-called  second  Eulerian   integral;   the  first  Eulerian 
integral 

is  at   once   expressible   in   terms  of  V,  and   is  therefore  not  a   new   function   to   be  con- 
sidered. 
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15.     We  have  the  function  defined  by  its  expression  as  a  hypergeometric  series 

^  1.7  1.2.7.7  +  1 

i.e.,  this  expression  of  the  function  serves  as  a  definition,  if  the  seiies  be  finite  or 
if,  being  infinite,  it  is  convergent.  The  function  may  also  be  defined  as  a  definite 
integral;   in  otlier  words,  if,  in  the  integral 

j\'--'ii'^r-'ii-ua:}-yd^, 

we  expand  the  factor  (1  —  ux)~'''  in  powers  of  ux,  and  then  integrate  each  term 
separately  by  the  formula  for  the  second  Eulerian  integral,  the  result  is 


-Tiaf  +  m     Tia'  +  H'+l)  1 
TaVT^  J  «'  .7'  a'.     «'  + 1 .   7' .  7'+! 


l  +  xrv^K» 


r(«'  +  /3')  r      «'  +  /3M  "^!.'  +  ^'.a'+^'+  1.1.2 
or  writing  «',  ^',  7'  =  «,  7  — «,  A  respectively,  tliis  is 

so  that  the  new  deiinition  is 

but  this  is  in  like  manner  only  a  definition  under  the  proper  limitations  as  to  the 
values  of  a,  ^,  7,  u.  It  is  not  here  considered  how  the  definition  is  to  be  extended 
so  as  to  give  a  meaning  to  the  function  F(a,  (3,  7,  u)  for  alt  values,  say  of  the 
parameters  a,  0,  7,  and  of  the  variable  w.  There  ai'e  included  a  large  number  of 
special  fonns  which  are  either  algebraic  or  circular  or  exponential,  for  instance 
F{a,  /9,  ;3,  m)  =  (1— m)~",  &c.  ;  or  which  are  special  transcendents  which  have  been 
separately  studied,  for  instance,  Bessel's  functions,  the  Legendrian  functions  X„  presently 
refen-ed  to,  series  occurring  in  the  development  of  the  reciprocal  of  the  distance 
between  two  planets,  &c. 

16,  There  is  a  class  of  functions  depending  upon  a  variable  or  variables  x,  y, ... 
and  a  parameter  n,  say  the  function  for  the  parameter  n  is  X„  such  that  the  product 
of  two  functions  having  the  same  variables,  multiphed  it  may  be  by  a  given  function 
of  the    variables,  and    integrated    between    given    limits,    gives    a    result    =  0   or    not    =0, 

according  as   the   parameters  are   unequal   or   equal ;    ( UX^^n  dx  =  0,  but   I  UX^dx  not 

=  0 ;  the  admissible  values  of  the  parameters  being  either  any  integer  values,  or 
it  may  be  the  roots  of  a  determinate  algebraical  or  transcendental  equation;  and  the 
functions   X^   may  be   either  algebraical  or  transcendental     For  instance,  such  a  function 

is  cosjiiE;   m  and  n  being  integers,  we  have   I    cos  jua; .  cob  jix  dx  =  0,  but  I   cos- n^  dx  —  ^tt. 
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Assuming;  the  existence  of  the  expansion  of  a  function  fx,  in  a  series  of  multiple 
cosines,  we   thus   obtain   at  once   the   well-known   Fourier   series,  wherein   the   coefficient 

of   cos tnx  is   =-\tr\    cos »uc .fxdas.     The   question   whether    the    process   is   applicable   is 

elaborately  discussed  in  Kiemann's  memoir  (ISSl),  JJeher  die  Daratellbarkeit  einer 
Function  durck  eine  trigonometrische  Reifie,  No.  xii.  in  the  collected  works.  And  again 
we  have  the  Legendrian  functions,  which  present  themselves  as  the  coefficients  of  the 
successive  powers  of  a  in  the  development  of  {l  —  2ax+a^)~^,  X„=l,  X^—x,  X3=f(it^— J),  &c.: 

here   in,  n  being   any  positive   integers,    I     -X„,X„  dw^O,   but         X„^  dtv  =  ^ — —   .     And 

we  have  also  Laplace's  functions,  &c. 

Functions  in  Genera!. 

17.  In  what  precedes,  a  review  has  been  given,  not  by  any  means  an  exhaustive 
one,  but  embracing  the  most  important  kinds  of  known  functions ;  but  there  are 
questions  to  be  considered  in  regard  to  functions  in  general. 

A  function  of  x  +  iy  has  been  built  up  by  means  of  analytical  operations  performed 
upon  x+iy,  {a:+ii/)''  =  af'—y''  +  i.2aiy,  &c.,  and  the  question  next  referred  to  has  not 
arisen.  But  observe  that,  knowing  x  +  iy,  we  know  x  and  y,  and  therefore  any  two 
given  functions  ^{x,  y),  -^{x,  y)  of  x  and  y:  we  therefore  also  know  1^1(3;,  y)+i'>^{x,  y), 
and  the  question  is,  whether  such  a  function  of  x,  y  (being  known  when  x  +  iy  is 
known)  is  to  be  regarded  as  a  function  of  x  +  iy;  and  if  not,  what  is  the  condition 
to  be  satisfied  in  order  that  <f>(x,  y)  +  i-\}r(x,  y)  may  be  a  function  of  x  +  iy.  Cauchy 
at  one  time  considered  that  the  general  form  was  to  be  regarded  as  a  function  of 
x+iy,  and  he  introduced  the  expression  "fonction  monogfene,"  monogenous  function,  to 
denote  the  more  restricted  form  which  is  the  proper  function  of  x  +  iy. 

Consider  for  a  moment  the  above  general  form,  say  x^  +  iy'  =  cf>  (x,  y)  +  iyjr  {x,  y), 
where  1^,  ■^  are  any  real  funcbions  of  the  real  variables  (x,  y);  or  what  is  the  same 
thing,  assume  x'  —  ^(x,  y),  y'^^ijv,  y);  if  these  functions  have  each  or  either  of  them 
more  than  one  value,  we  attend  only  to  one  value  of  each  of  them.  We  may  then 
as  before  take  x,  y  to  be  the  coordinates  of  a  point  P  in  a  plane  II,  and  x',  y'  to 
be  the  coordinates  of  a  point  P'  in  a  plane  XT'.  If,  for  any  given  values  of  x,  y,  the 
increments  of  ^  {x,  y),  i^  (x,  y)  corresponding  to  the  indefinitely  small  real  increments 
h,  k  oi  X,  y  be  Ah  +  Bk,  Ch  +  Dk,  A,  B,  G,  B  being  functions  of  x,  y,  then  if  the  new 
coordinates  of  F  are  x  +  h,  y  +  k,  the  new  coordinates  of  P'  will  be  a/  +  Ah  +  Bk, 
1/  +Gh  +  Dk\   or  P,   P'   will   respectively   describe   the   indefinitely  small   straight   paths 

at   the    inclinations    tan"'  j ,   tan~'    ,,      „-/    to    the    axes    of   x,   x'    respectively ;    calling 

these   angles   $,  6',  we   have   therefore   tan^  =  ^— „- — ^.     Now   in   order   that   x'  +  iy' 

may  be    =j>{x  +  iy),   a    function   of   a:  +  iy,   the    condition    to    be    satisfied    is   that   the 

increment    of    x'  +  iy     shall    be    proportional    to    the    increment    h  +  ik   of    x+iy,    or   say 

that   it   shall   be   ={X  +  iii){h  +  ih).   X,   fj.   being   functions   of   x,   y,   but   independent   of 

C.   XI.  68 
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A,  k ;   we   must   therefore   have   Ah  +  Bk,  Ck  +  Dk  =  \Ji  —  fik,  fih  +  \k  respectively,  that   is 
A,    B,    0,    i>  =  X,    —  /J.,    fi,    X   respectively,   and    the    equation    for    tan  0'    thus    becomes 

tan^=-^-   ^:   hence   wiiting   ^  =  tana,  where   a   is   a   function   of  x,   y,   but   inde- 

X  -  ^  tan  ^ '  *    X  '   •" 

pendent   of  h,   k,   we   have   tan  6'  = :; — — 7, ,   that   is,  ff  =  a.  +  8\    or    for   the   given 

'^  1  -  tan  a  tan  8  '  ° 

points   (3;,  y),  {x',  y'),  the   path   of  P   being  at   any  inclination    whatever   6   to   the   axis 

of   X,   the   path   of   P'    is    at   the    inclination    0  +  constant   angle   a   to    the   axis   of   x  ; 

also   (XA  —  fJef  +  {fih  +  Xhf  =  (X^  +  ft?)  (A=  +  k'),   i.e.,    the    lengths    of    the    paths   are    in    a 

constant  ratio. 

The   condition   may  be   written   h(x' +  iy')  =  (X-\-ifi){hx-'rihy);   or   what   is  the  same 
thing 


that  is, 
consequently 
that  is. 


dy        dy 

dx'      .  dy'  _  .  /dx'      .  dy'\  _ 
dy         dy         \dx         da: J ' 

daf  _     dy'     dy'  _  dx' 
dy  dx'    dy       dx' 

as  the  analytical  conditions   in   order  that   x' +  iy'   may  be   a   function   of  x  +  iy.     They 
obviously  imply 

daf      dy^       '    dx'      dy"        ' 

and   if  x'   be   a   function   of  x,  y,  satisfying   the   first  of  these   conditions,  then 

dx'  ,       dx'  , 

is  a  complete  differential,  and 

/■/     dx'  ,       rfa.''  ,  \ 

18.  We  have,  in  what  just  precedes,  the  ordinary  behaviour  of  a  function  ^(x-\-iy) 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  value  x  +  iy  of  the  argument  or  point  x-\-iy;  or  aay 
the  behavioTir  in  regard  to  a  point  x  +  iy  such  that  the  function  is  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  this  point  a  continuous  function  of  x  +  iy  (or  that  the  point  is  not  a  point 
of  discontinuity) :  the  correlative  definition  of  continuity  will  be  that  the  function 
ij)(x  +  iy),  assumed  to  have  at  the  given  point  x  +  iy  a  single  finite  value,  is  continuous 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  this  point,  when  the  point  x  +  iy  describing  continuously  a 
straight  infinitesimal  element  h  +  ik,  the  point  (}>(x  +  iy)  describes  continuously  a  straight 
infinitesimal  element  (K  +  i/i)  {h  +  ik) ;  or  what  is  really  the  same  thing,  when  the 
function  (x  +  iy)  has  at  the  point  x+  iy  a  differential  coefficient. 


Hosted  by 


Google 


787]  FUNCTION.  53* 

19.  It  would  doubtless  be  possible  to  give  for  the  continuity  of  a  function 
^(x  +  iy)  a  less  stringent  definition  not  implying  the  existence  of  a  differential 
eoefiicient;  but  we  have  this  theory  only  in  regani  to  the  functions  ^  of  a  real 
variable  in  memoirs  by  Riemann,  Hankel,  du  Bois  Reymond,  Scbwarz,  Gilbert,  Klein,  and 
Darboux.  The  last- mentioned  geometer,  in  his  "  M^moire  sur  les  fonctions  discontinues," 
Joar.  de  I'Scole  Normale,  t.  iv.  (1875),  pp.  57 — 112,  gives  (after  Bonnet)  the  following 
definition  of  a  continuous  function  (observe  that  we  are  now  dealing  with  real 
quantities  only) :— the  function  /(«)  is  continuous  for  the  value  a:  =  a^o  when,  h  and  e 
being  positive  quantities  as  small  as  we  please  and  $  any  positive  quantity  at  pleasure 
between  0  and  1,  we  have,  for  all  the  values  of  B,  f{x^  +  dh)—f{x)  less  in  absolute 
magnitude  than  e;  and  moreover  f{x)  is  continuous  through  the  interval  Xg,  ar,  {xi>x^, 
that  is,  nearer  +  x )  when  f{x)  is  continuous  for  every  value  of  x  between  x^  and  Xi , 
and.  It  tending  to  zero  through  positive  values, /(iCo  +  fi)  and  _/"(«„— A)  tend  to  the  limits 
_/'(a^,),  f(Xi)  respectively.  It  is  possible,  consistently  with  this  definition,  to  foim  con- 
tinuous functions  not  having  in  any  pi'Oper  sense  a  differential  coefficient,  and  having 
other  anomalous  properties;  thus  if  di,  Kj.Os,  ...  be  an  infinite  series  of  real  positive 
or  negative  quantities,  such  that  the  series  2«n  is  absolutely  convergent  (i.e.  the  sum 
S  ±  Ojii  ©Etch  term  being  made  positive,  is  convergent),  then  the  function  2a„  (sin  wira;)' 
is    a   continuous    function    actually    calculable    for    any    assumed    value    of    x ;    but    it    is 

shown  in  the  memoir  that,  taking  x  =  any  commensurable  value  -  whatever,  and  then 
writing  a;  =  -  +  h,   k   indefinitely   small,   the   increment    of    the   function   is    of    the   fonn 

(^■  +  e)  h^,  k  finite,  e  an  indefinitely  small  quantity  vanishing  with  h ;  there  is  thus  no 
term  varying  with  h,  nor  consequently  any  differential  coefficient.  See  also  Riemann's 
Memoir,  Ueber  die  Darsteliiarkeit,  &c.  (No.  xii,  in  the  collected  works),  already  referred  to. 

20.  It  was  necessaiy  to  allude  to  the  foregoing  theory  of  (as  they  may  be  termed) 
infinitely  discontinuous  functions;  but  the  ordinary  and  most  important  functions  of 
analysis  are  those  which  are  continuous,  except  for  a  finite  number  (or  it  may  be  an 
infinite  number)  of  points  of  discontinuity.  It  is  to  be  observed  that  a  point  at 
which  the  function  becomes  infinite  is  ipso  facto  a  point  of  discontinuity ;  a  value  of 
the  variable  for  which  the  function  becomes  infinite  is,  as  already  mentioned,  said  to 
be  an  "  infinity "  (or  a  "  pole ")  of  the  function ;  thus,  in  the  case  of  a  rational 
function  expressed  as  a  fraction  in  its  least  terms,  if  the  denominator  contains  a  factor 
(a;  — a)",  u  a  real  or  imaginary  value,  m  a  positive  integer,  then  a  is  said  to  be  an 
infinity  of  the  mth  order  (and  in  the  particular  case  m  =  1 ,  it  is  said  to  be  a  simple 
infinity).  The  circular  functions  tana;,  see  x  arc  instances  of  a  function,  having  an 
infinite  number  of  simple  infinities. 

A  rational  function  is  a  one-valued  function,  and  in  regard  to  a  rational  function 
the  infinities  are  the  only  points  of  discontinuity ;  but  a  one-valued  function  may  have 
points  of  discontinuity  of  a  character  quite  distinct  from  an  infinity:  for  instance,  in  the 

exponential    function    exp      -  — ■]  where  a  is  real  or  imaginary,  the  value  u  {=  x -\- ip)  =  a, 

is   a    point    of    discontiniiity   but    not   an    infinity ;    taking  u  —  a  +  pe"',   where    p    is    an 
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indefinitely  small  real  positive  quantity,  the  value  of  the  function  is  cxp(-e^°'|, 
=  exp  -  (cos  a  —  i  sin  ct),  which  is  indefinitely  large  or  indefinitely  small  according  as  cos  a 
is   positive    or    negative,  and    in    the    separating    case    cosa  =  0,  and    therefore    siua=  +  l, 

it    is    =cos-  +  isin-   which   is   indeterminate.     If,    instead   of   exp ,  we  consider  a 

p-  P  '  u-a 

linear   function 

U+B exp ^^J  -^Ic  +  D  exp ^-^— j  , 

then  writing  as  before  u  =  a  +  pe"',  the  value  is  =  A  -r-G,  or  =  B-z-  D,  according  as  cos  a 
is  negative  or  positive.  As  regards  the  theory  of  one-valued  functions  in  general,  the 
memoir  by  Weierstrass,  "  Zur  Theorie  der  eindeutigen  analytischen  Funetionen,"  Berl. 
Abk.  1876,  pp.  11 — 60,  may  be  referred  to. 

21.  A  one-valued  function  ex  vi  termini  cannot  have  a  point  of  discontinuity  of 
the  kind  next  referred  to ;  if  the  representative  point  P,  moving  in  any  manner 
whatever,  returns  to  its  original  position,  the  corresponding  point  P'  cannot  but  return 
to  its  original  position.  But  consider  a  many-valued  function,  say  an  H-valued  function 
x'  +  iy',  oi  x  +  ii/;  to  each  position  of  P  there  correspond  n  positions,  in  general  all 
of  them  different,  of  P'.  But  the  point  P  may  be  such  that  (to  take  the  most  simple 
case)  two  of  the  corresponding  points  P'  coincide  with  each  other,  say  such  a  position 
of  P  is  at  V,  then  (using  for  greater  distinctness  a  different  letter  W  instead  of 
V)  corresponding  thereto  we  have  two  coincident  points  {W),  and  n—2  other  points 
W ;  1^  is  then  a  branch-point  (Verzweigungspunkt).  Taking  for  P  any  point  which 
is  not  a  branch-point,  then  in  the  neighbourhood  of  this  value  each  of  the  n  functions 
«'  +  ii/  is  a  continuous  function  of  a;  -(-  iy,  and  by  what  precedes,  if  P  describing  an 
infinitely  small  closed  curve  (or  oval)  return  to  its  original  position,  then  each  of  the 
corresponding  points  P'  describing  a  corresponding  indefinitely  small  oval  will  return 
to  its  original  position.  But  imagine  the  oval  described  by  P  to  be  gradually  enlarged, 
so  that  it  comes  to  pass  through  a  branch-point  V;  the  ovals  described  by  two  of 
the  corresponding  points  P'  will  gradually  approach  each  other,  and  will  come  to  unite 
at  the  point  (W),  each  oval  then  sharpening  itself  out  so  that  the  two  form  together 
a  figure  of  eight.  And  if  we  imagine  the  oval  described  by  P  to  be  still  further 
cidarged  so  as  to  include  within  it  the  point  V,  then  the  figure  of  eight,  losing 
the  crossing,  will  be  at  first  an  hour-glass  form,  or  twice-indented  oval,  and  ultimately 
in  form  an  ordinary  oval,  but  having  the  character  of  a  twofold  oval ;  i.e.  to  the 
oval  described  by  P  (and  which  surrounds  the  branch -point  V)  there  will  correspond 
this  twofold  oval,  and  n  —  2  onefold  ovals,  in  such  wise  that  to  a  given  position  of 
P  on  its  oval  there  correspond  two  points,  say  P,',  P,',  on  the  twofold  oval,  and 
«~2  points  P/,  .-.,P„',  each  on  its  own  onefold  ovaL  And  then  as  P  describing  its 
oval  returns  to  its  original  position,  the  point  P,'  describing  a  portion  only  of  the 
twofold  oval,  will  pass  to  the  original  position  of  P^',  while  the  point  P/  describing 
the  remaining  portion  of  the  twofold  oval  will  pass  to  the  original  position  of  P/; 
the    other    points    Pg',  .,.,  P„',    describing    each     of    them    its    own    onefold    oval,    will 
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return  each  of  them  to  its  oi-iginal  position.  And  it  is  easy  to  understand  how, 
when  the  oval  described  by  P  surrounds  two  or  more  of  the  branch-points  V,  the 
corresponding  curves  for  P'  may  be  a  system  of  manifold  ovals,  such  that  the  sum  of 
the  manifoldness  is  always  =«,  and  to  conceive  in  a  general  way  the  behaviour  of 
the  corresponding  points  P  and  P'. 

Writing  for  a  moment  x  +  iy  =  u,  x'  +  iy'  =  v,  the  branch-points  are  the  points  of 
contact  of  parallel  tangents  to  the  curve  ^  {u,  v)  —  Q,  a  line  through  a  cusp  (but 
not  a  line  through  a  node),  being  reckoned  as  a  tangent ;  that  is,  if  this  be  a  curve 
of  the  order  n  and  class  'm,  with  6  nodes  and  «  cusps,  the  number  of  branch-points 
is  =m->rK,  that  is,  it  is  =«.^-k  -  28-2«,  or  if  jj,  =  ^(m- 1)()j  -  2)- 8  -  «,  be  the 
deficiency,  then  the  number  is  =  2)i  —  2  -i-  2j). 

To  illustrate  the  theory  of  the  ?i-valued  algebraical  function  a/  -|-  iy  of  the  complex 
variable  x  +  iy,  Riemann  introduces  the  notion  of  a  surface  composed  of  n  coincident 
planes  or  sheets,  such  that  the  transition  from  one  sheet  to  another  is  made  at  the 
branch -points,  and  that  the  n  sheets  form  together  a  multiply- con  nee  ted  surface,  which 
can  be  by  cross-cuts  (Querschnitte)  converted  into  a  simply-connected  surface ;  the 
ji-valued  function  a:'  +  iy'  becomes  thus  a  one-valued  function  of  x  +  iy,  considered  as 
belonging  to  a  point  on  some  determinate  sheet  of  the  surface:  and  upon  such  con- 
siderations he  founds  the  whole  theory  of  the  functions  which  arise  from  the  integration 
of  the  differential  expressions  depending  on  the  n-valued  algebraical  function  (that  is, 
any  irrational  algebraical  function  whatever)  of  the  independent  variable,  establishing 
as  part  of  the  investigation  the  theory  of  the  multiple  ^-fiinctions.  But  it  would  be 
difficult  to  give  a  further  account  of  these  investigations. 

The  Oahulus  of  Functions. 

22.  The  so-called  Calculus  of  Functions,  as  considered  chiefly  by  Herschel  and 
Babbage  and  De  Morgan,  is  not  so  much  a  theory  of  functions  as  a  theory  of  the 
solution  of  functional  equations ;  or,  as  perhaps  should  rather  be  said,  the  solution  of 
functional  equations  by  means  of  known  functions,  or  symbols, — the  epithet  known 
being  here  used  in  reference  to  the  actual  state  of  analysis.  Thus  for  a  functional 
equation  tf)X  +  <j>y  =  (f)  (xy),  taking  the  logarithm  as  a  known  function,  the  solution  is 
<f>x  =  c  log  x;    or  if  the  logarithm  is  not  taken  to  be  a  known   function,  then  a   solution 

may   be   obtained   by   means   of   the   sign   of   integration    0iC  =  c/ — ;   but  the  estabHsh- 

ment  of  the  properties  of  the  function  logarithm  (assumed  to  be  previously  unknown) 
would  not  be  considered  as  coming  within  the  theory.  A  class  of  equations  specially 
considered  is  where  ax,  /Sa:,  ...  being  given  functions  of  x,  the  unknown  function  ^  is 
to  be  determined  by  means  of  a  given  relation  between  «,  <px,  <f>ax,  tf>0x,  ...;  in  part- 
icular the  given  relation  may  be  between  x,  ifix,  ^ax;  this  can  be  at  once  reduced 
to  equations  of  finite  differences;  for  T,vriting  x=Un,  ax  =  u„^i,  we  have  »^i  =  aM„, 
giving  M„,  and  therefore  also  x,  each  of  them  as  a  function  of  n;  and  then  writing 
tf)x  =  v„,  (pax  will  be  the  same  function  of  )H- 1,  =i'n+i,  and  the  given  relation  is 
again    an    equation   of    finite    differences    in    v„+i,  u,(,    and   n;    we   have   thus   %,  =  ^a;. 
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as  a  function  of  »,  that  is,  of  m.  As  regards  the  equation  Ua+,=aM„,  considered  in 
itself  apart  from  what  precedes,  observe  that  this  is  satisfied  by  writing  m„  =  a"  (x), 
or  the  question  of  solving  this  equation  of  finite  differences  is,  in  fact,  identical  with 
that  of  finding  the  nth  function  a"  (^),  where  a  («)  is  a  given  function  of  x.  It  of 
course  depends  on  the  foi-m  of  «(«)  whether  this  question  admits  of  solution  in  any 
proper  aense ;  thus,  for  a  function  such  as  log  a;,  the  lith  logarithm  is  expressible  in 
its   original   function    log"*,   (  =  log  log  ...  a;),   and    not    in   any   other    form.     But    there 


\-dsc' 


tf'a;  is   a   function    of  the 


like    form    a,'"ie  = -z=-   -  f<,   ,   in   which    the    actual   value   can    be   expressed    as    a   function 
C  +  JJx  ^ 

of  n ;     if  a   be   such   a   form,   then   (f>caf>~\  whatever   cf)   may   be,  is   a   like   form,  for  we 

obviously   have   (^a^"')"  =  ^a"<^^'.     The  determination    of  the   nth   function  is,  in  fact,  a 

leading  question  in  the  calculus  of  functions. 

It  is  to  be  observed  that  considering  the  case  of  two  variables,  if  for  instance 
a  {x,  y)  denote  a  given  function  of  x,  y,  the  notation  o^  {x,  y)  is  altogether  meaningless ; 
in  order  to  generalize  the  question,  we  require  an  extended  notation  wherein  a  single 
ftinctional  symbol  is  used  to  denote  two  functions  of  the  two  variables.  Thus 
^{x,  y)  =  a(x,  y),  ^{x,  y),  a  and  &  given  functions;  writing  for  shortness  iCi  =  a  («,  y), 
yi  =  0{x,  y),  then  ^^{x,  y)  will  denote  ^(ic,,  y,},  that  is,  two  functions  ct(x„  y,),  0{Xi,  y^), 
say  these  are  x^,  y^.  <l>^{x,  y)  will  denote  ^(a^a,  1/2),  and  so  on,  so  that  (f>'"(x,  y)  will 
have  a  determinate  meaning.  And  the  like  is  obviously  the  case  in  regard  to  any 
number  of  variables,  the  single  functional  symbol  denoting  in  each  case  a  set  of 
functions  equal  in  number  to  the  variables. 
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[From  the  Encydopeedia  Britannica,  Ninth  Edition,  vol.  x.  (1879),  p.  4S.] 

Galois,  Evariste  (1811 — 1832),  an  eminently  original  and  profound  French  mathe- 
matician, bom  26th  October  1811,  killed  in  a  duel  May  1832.  A  necrological  notice 
by  his  Mend  M.  Auguste  Chevalier  appeared  in  the  Reeue  E-ncyclopedique,  September 
1832,  p.  744;  and  his  collected  works  are  published,  Liouville,  t,  xi,  (1846),  pp.  381 — 
444,  about  fifty  of  these  pages  being  occupied  by  researches  on  the  resolubility  of 
algebraic  equations  by  I'adicals.  But  these  researches,  crowning  as  it  were  the  previous 
labours  of  Lagrange,  Gauss,  and  Abel,  have  in  a  signal  manner  advanced  the  theory, 
and  it  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  they  are  the  foundation  of  all  that  has  since 
been  done,  or  is  doing,  in  the  subject.  The  fundamental  notion  consists  in  the 
establishment  of  a  group  of  permutations  of  the  roots  of  an  equation,  such  that  every 
function  of  the  roots  invariable  by  the  substitutions  of  the  gi'oup  is  rationally  known, 
and  reciprocally  that  every  rationally  determinable  fti notion  of  the  roots  is  invariable 
by  the  substitutions  of  the  group;  some  further  explanation  of  the  theorem,  and  in 
connexion  with  it  an  explanation  of  the  notion  of  an  adjoint  radical,  is  given  under 
Equation,  No.  32,  [786].  As  part  of  the  theory  (but  the  investigation  has  a  very  high 
independent  value  as  regards  the  Theory  of  Numbers,  to  which  it  properly  belongs), 
Galois  introduces  the  notion  of  the  imaginary  roots  of  an  irreducible  congruence  of  a 
degree  superior  to  unity;  i.e.,  such  a  congruence,  F{a:)  =  0  (mod.  a  prime  number  p), 
has  no  integer  root ;  but  what  is  done  is  to  introduce  a  quantity  i  subjected  to  the 
condition  of  verifying  the  congruence  in  question,  F(i)=l  (mod.  p),  which  quantity 
i  is  an  imaginai-y  of  an  entirely  new  kind,  occupying  in  the  theory  of  numbers  a 
position  analogous  to  that  of  ^  —  1  in  algebra. 
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[From  the  E-ncyclopwdia  Britaunica,  Ninth  Edition,  vol.  x.  (1879),  p.  116.] 

Gauss,  Carl  Friedrich  (1777 — 1855),  an  eminent  German  mathematician,  was 
boni  of  humble  parents  at  Brunswick,  Apiil  23,  1777,  and  was  indebted  for  a  liberal 
education  to  the  notice  which  his  talents  procured  him  from  the  reigning  duke. 
His  name  became  widely  known  by  the  publication,  in  his  twenty-fifth  year  (1801), 
of  the  LHsquisitiones  Ari^Tneticw.  In  1807  he  was  appointed  director  of  the  Gottingen 
observatory,  an  office  which  he  retained  to  his  death ;  it  is  said  that  he  never  slept 
away  from  under  the  roof  of  his  observatory,  except  on  one  occasion,  when  he  accepted 
au  invitation  from  Humboldt  to  attend  a  meeting  of  natural  philosophers  at  Berlin. 
In  1809  he  published  at  Hamburg  hia  Theoria  Motus  Gorporwm  dxlestium,  a  work 
which  gave  a  powerful  impulse  to  the  true  methods  of  astronomical  observation ;  and 
his  astronomical  workings,  observations,  calculations  of  orbits  of  planets  and  comets,  &c., 
are  very  numerous  and  valuable.  He  continued  his  labours  in  the  theory  of  numbere 
and  other  analytical  subjects,  and  communicated  a  long  series  of  memoirs  to  the 
Royal  Society  of  Sciences  at  Gottingen.  His  first  memoir  on  the  theory  of  magnetism, 
Intensitas  vis  magrwHccB  terrestris  ad  inensuram  absohUam.  revocata,  was  published  in  1833, 
and  he  shortly  afterwards  proceeded,  in  conjunction  with  Professor  Wilhelm  Weber, 
to  invent  new  apparatus  for  observing  the  earth's  magnetism  and  its  changes ;  the 
instruments  devised  by  them  were  the  declination  instrument  and  the  bifilar  mag- 
netometer. With  Weber's  assistance  he  erected  in  1833  at  Gottingen  a  magnetic 
observatory  free  from  iron  (as  Humboldt  and  Arago  had  previously  done  on  a  smaller 
scale),  where  he  made  magnetic  observations,  and  from  this  same  observatory  he  sent 
telegraphic  signals  to  the  neighbouring  town,  thus  showing  the  practicability  of  an 
electromagnetic  telegraph.  He  further  instituted  an  association  (Magnetische  Verein), 
composed  at  first  almost  entirely  of  Germans,  whose  continuous  observations  on  fixed 
term-days  extended  from  Holland  to  Sicily.  The  volumes  of  their  publication,  Resultute 
aus  den  Beohachtungen  des  magnetischen  Vereins,  extend  from  1836  to  1839;  and  in 
those  for  1838  and  1839  are  contained  the  two  important  memoirs  by  Gauss,  All- 
gemeine  Theorie  des  Erdmagiietismm,  and  the  Allgemdne  Lehrsatze — on  the  theory  of 
forces  attracting  according  to  the  inverse  square  of  the  distance.  The  instruments 
and    methods    thus    due    to    him    are    sub.^tantially  those   employed    in    the    magnetic 
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observatories  throughout  the  world.  He  co-operated  in  the  Danish  and  Hanoverian 
measurements  of  an  arc  and  trigonometrical  operations  (1821—48),  and  wrote  (1843, 
1846)  the  two  memoirs  Ueber  Gegenstande  der  hohem  Geoddsie.  Connected  with 
observations  in  general  we  have  (1812 — 26)  the  memoir  Theoria  combinationis  observ- 
ationum  erroribvs  minimis  obntma,  with  a  second  part  and  a  supplement.  Another 
memoir  of  applied  mathematics  is  the  Dioptrische  Unterstichungen,  1840.  Gauss  was 
well  versed  in  general  literature  and  the  chief  languages  of  modern  Europe,  and  was 
a  member  of  nearly  ail  the  leading  scientific  societies  in  Europe.  He  died  at  Gottingen 
early  in  the  spring  of  1855.  The  centenary  of  his  birth  was  celebrated  (1877)  at  his 
native   place,   Brunswick, 

Gauss's  collected  works  have  been  recently  published  by  the  Royal  Society  of 
Gottingen,  in  7  vols.  4to,  Gott.,  1863—71,  edited  by  E.  J.  Schering,— (1)  the  J>js- 
quisitiones  Arithmeticw,  (2)  Theory  of  Numbers,  (3)  Analysis,  (4)  Geometry  and  Method 
of  Least  Squares,  (5)  Mathematical  Physics,  (6)  Astronomy,  and  (7)  the  Theoria  Motvs 
Corporwm  Ccelestium.  They  include,  besides  his  various  works  and  memoirs,  notices  by 
him  of  many  of  these,  and  of  works  of  other  authors  in  the  Gottingische  gelehrte 
Anzeigen,  and  a  considerable  amount  of  previously  unpublished  matter,  Nachlass.  Of 
the  memoirs  in  pure  mathematics,  comprised  for  the  most  part  in  vols.  II.,  III.,  and 
rv.  (but  to  these  must  be  added  those  on  Attractiom  in  vol.  v.),  it  may  be  safely 
said  there  is  not  one  which  has  not  signally  contributed  to  the  progress  of  the  branch 
of  mathematics  to  which  it  belongs,  or  which  would  not  require  to  be  carefully 
analysed  in  a  history  of  the  subject.  Running  through  these  volumes  in  order,  we  have 
in  the  second  the  memoir,  Summatio  quarundam  serierum  singularium.,  the  memoirs  on 
the  theory  of  biquadratic  residues,  in  which  the  notion  of  complex  numbers  of  the 
form  a  +  hi  was  first  introduced  into  the  theory  of  numbers ;  and  included  in  the 
N'achlass  are  some  valuable  tables.  That  for  the  conversion  of  a  fraction  into  decimals 
(giving  the  complete  period  for  all  the  prime  numbers  up  to  997)  is  a  specimen  of 
the  extraordinary  love  which  Gauss  had  for  long  arithmetical  calculations ;  and  the 
amount  of  work  gone  through  in  the  construction  of  the  table  of  the  number  of  the 
classes  of  binary  quadratic  forms  must  also  have  been  tremendous.  In  vol.  III.  we  have 
memoirs  relating  to  the  proof  of  the  theorem  that  every  numerical  equation  has  a 
real  or  imaginary  root,  the  memoirs  on  the  Eypergeometric  Series,  that  on  Interpolation, 
and  the  memoir  Determinatio  Attractionis — in  which  a  planetary  mass  is  considered 
as  distributed  over  its  orbit  according  to  the  time  in  which  each  portion  of  the  orbit 
is  described,  and  the  question  (having  an  implied  reference  to  the  theory  of  secular 
perturbations)  is  to  find  the  attraction  of  such  a  ring.  In  the  solution  the  value  of 
an  elliptic  function  is  found  by  means  of  the  arithmetico-geometrical  mean.  The 
Nacblass  contains  further  researches  on  this  subject,  and  also  researches  (unfortunately 
very  fragmentary)  on  the  lemniscate-function,  &c,,  showing  that  Gauss  was,  even  before 
1800,  in  possession  of  many  of  the  discoveries  which  have  made  the  names  of  Abel 
and  Jacobi  illustrious.  In  vol.  IV.  we  have  the  memoir  Allgemeine  AuflSsung... ,  on  the 
graphical  representation  of  one  surface  upon  another,  and  the  Disquisitiones  generates 
drca  superficies  curvas.  And  in  vol.  v.  we  have  a  memoir  On  the  Attraction  of 
Homogeneous  Ellipsoids,  and  the  already  mentioned  memoir  Allgemeine  Lehrsatze...,  on 
the  theory  of  forces  attracting  according  to  the  inverse  square  of  the  distance. 

c.   XI.  69 
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GEOMETRY    (ANALYTICAL). 

[From  the  EncyclopcBdia  Britannica,  Ninth  Edition,  vol.  x.  (1879),  pp.  408 — -420.] 

This  will  be  here  treated  as  a  method.  The  science  is  Geometry;  and  it  would 
be  possible,  analytically,  or  by  the  method  of  coordinates,  to  develope  the  truths  of 
geometry  in  a  systematic  course.  But  it  is  proposed  nob  in  any  way  to  attempt  this, 
but  simply  to  explain  the  method,  giving  such  examples,  interesting  (it  may  be)  in 
themselves,  as  are  suitable  for  showing  how  the  method  is  employed  in  the  demon- 
stration and  solution  of  theorems  or  problems. 

Geometry  ia  one-,  two-,  or  three-dimensional,  or,  what  is  the  same  thing,  it  is  lineal, 
plane,  or  solid,  according  as  the  space  dealt  with  is  the  line,  the  plane,  or  ordinary 
(three-dimensional)  space.  No  more  general  view  of  the  subject  need  here  be  taken : — 
but  in  a  certain  sense  one -dimensional  geometry  does  not  exist,  inasmuch  as  the 
geometrical  constructions  for  points  in  a  line  can  only  be  performed  by  travelling  out 
of  the  line  into  other  parts  of  a  plane  which  contains  it,  and  conformably  to  the  usual 
practice  Analytical  Geometry  will  be  treated  under  the  two  divisions.  Plane  and  Solid. 

It  is  proposed  to  consider  Cartesian  coordinates  almost  exclusively ;  for  the  proper 
development  of  the  science  homogeneous  coordinates  (three  and  four  in  plane  and  solid 
geometry  respectively)  are  required ;  and  it  is  moreover  necessary  to  have  the  correlative 
line-  and  plane -coordinates ;  and  in  solid  geometry  to  have  the  six  coordinates  of  the 
line.  The  most  comprehensive  English  works  are  those  of  Dr  Salmon,  Conic  Sections 
(5th  edition,  1869),  Higher  Plane  Curves  (2nd  edition,  1873),  and  Geometry  of  Three 
Dimensions  (3rd  edition,  1874);  we  have  also,  on  plane  geometry,  Clebsch's  Vorlesungen 
iiber  Oeometrie,  posthumous,  edited  by  Dr  F.  Lindemann,  Leipsic,  1875,  not  yet  complete. 

I.    Plane  Analytical  Geometry  (^  1 — 25). 
1.     It   is   assumed   that   the   points,  lines,  and   figures   considered   exist   in    one    and 
the    same    plane,  which    plane,   therefore,   need    not    be    in    any   way  referred    to.     The 
position    of    a    point    is    determined    by   means    of    its    (Cartesian)    coordinates ;     i.e.    as 
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explained  under  the  article  Curve,  [785],  we  take  the  two  lines  o^Oa:  and  f/Oy,  called  the 
axes  of  X  and  y  respectively,  intersecting  in  a  point  0  called  the  origin,  and  determine 
the   position   of  any  other   point   P   by   means   of  its   coordinates  a!=  OM  (or  JfP),  and 


y=MP  (or  ON).  The  two  axes  are  usually  (aa  in  fig.  1)  at  right  angles  to  each 
other,  and  the  lines  PM,  FN  are  then  at  right  angles  to  the  axes  of  x  and  y 
respectively.  Assuming  a  scale  at  pleasure,  the  coordinates  a;,  y  of  a  point  have 
numerical   values. 

It  is  necessary  to  attend  to  the  signs:  x  has  opposite  signs  according  as  the 
point  is  on  one  side  or  the  other  of  the  axis  of  y,  and  similarly  y  has  opposite  signs 
according  as  the  point  is  on  the  one  side  or  the  other  of  the  axis  of  x.  Using  the 
letters  N.,  E.,  S.,  W.  as  in  a  map,  and  considering  the  plane  as  divided  into  four 
quadrants  by  the  axes,  the  signs  are  usually  taken  to  be— 

X  y  for  quadt. 

+  +            N.  E. 

+  -             S.  E. 

-  +  N.  W. 

-  -  S.  W. 

A  point  is  said  to  have  the  coordinates  (a,  h),  and  is  referred  to  as  the  point  (a,  6), 
when  its  coordinates  are  x=a,  y—b;  the  coordinates  x,  y  oi  &  variable  point,  or  of 
a  point  which  is  for  the  time  being  regarded  as  variable,  are  said  to  be  current 
coordinates. 

2.  It  is  sometimes  convenient  to  use  oblique  coordinates ;  the  only  difference  is 
that  the  axes  are  not  at  right  angles  to  each  other ;  the  lines  PM,  PN  are  drawn 
parallel  to  the  axes  of  y  and  x  respectively,  and  the  figure  OMPN  is  thus  a 
parallelogram.  But  in  all  that  follows,  the  Cartesian  coordinates  are  taken  to  be 
rectangular;  polar  coordinates  and  other  systems  will  be  briefly  referred  to  in  the  sequel. 

3.  If  the  coordinates  (x,  y)  of  a  point  are  not  given,  but  only  a  relation  between 
them  f{x,  y)  —  0,  then  we  have  a  curve.  For,  if  we  consider  a;  as  a  real  quantity 
varying  continuously  from    —  x  to    +  oo ,    then,  for    any  given    value  of  x,  y    has  a  value 

69—2 
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or  values.  If  these  are  all  imaginary,  there  is  not  any  real  point ;  but  if  one  or  more 
of  them  be  real,  we  have  a  real  point  or  points,  which  (as  the  assumed  value  of  x 
varies  continuously)  varies  or  vary  continuously  therewith ;  and  the  locus  of  all  these 
real  points  is  a  curve.  The  equation  completely  defines  the  curve ;  to  trace  the  curve 
directly  from  the  equation,  nothing  else  being  knov^n,  we  obtain  as  above  a  series  of 
points  sufficiently  near  to  each  other,  and  draw  the  curve  through  them.  For  instance, 
let  this  be  done  in  a  simple  case.  Suppose  y^2x-l;  it  is  quite  easy  to  obtain  and 
lay  down  a  series  of  points  as  near  to  each  other  as  we  please,  and  the  application  of 
a  ruler  would  show  that  these  were  in  a  bne  ;  that  the  curve  is  a  line  depends  upon 
something  more  than  the  equation  itself,  viz,  the  theorem  that  every  equation  of  the 
form  y  —  ax  +  b  represents  a  line ;  supposing  this  known,  it  will  be  at  once  understood 
how  the  process  of  tracing  the  curve  may  be  abbreviated;  we  have  a;=0,  y  =  —  l,  and 
*— i'  y  —  ^\  ^^^  curve  is  thus  the  Line  passing  through  these  two  points.  But  in 
the  foregoing  example  the  notion  of  a  line  is  taken  to  be  a  known  one,  and  such 
notion  of  a  line  does  in  fact  precede  the  consideration  of  any  equation  of  a  curve 
whatever,  since  the  notion  of  the  coordinates  themselves  rests  upon  that  of  a  line.  In 
other  cases  it  may  very  well  be  that  the  equation  is  the  definition  of  the  curve ;  the 
points  laid  down,  although  (as  finite  in  number)  they  do  not  actually  determine  the 
curve,  determine  it  to  any  degree  of  accuracy ;  and  the  equation  thus  enables  us  to 
construct  the  curve. 

A  curve  may  be  determined  in  another  way ;  viz.  the  coordinates  x,  y  may  be 
given  each  of  them  as  a  function  of  the  same  variable  parameter  &;  x,  y—f(S),  0(^) 
respectively.  Here,  giving  to  d  any  number  of  values  in  succession,  these  equations 
determine  the  values  of  x,  y,  that  is,  the  positions  of  a  aeries  of  points  on  the  curve. 
The  ordinary  form  y  =  0  (x\  where  y  is  given  explicitly  as  a  function  of  x,  is  a 
particular  case  of  each  of  the  other  two  forms :  we  have  f{x,  y),  =y  —  ^ (x),  =  0 ; 
and  x  =  e,  y  =  ({,  (0). 

4.  As  remarked  under  Curve,  ptio],  it  is  a  useful  exercise  to  trace  a  considerable 
number  of  curves,  first  taking  equations  which  are  purely  numerical,  and  then  equations 
which  contain  literal  constants  (representing  numbers) ;  the  equations  most  easily  dealt 
with  are  those  wherein  one  coordinate  is  given  as  an  explicit  function  of  the  other, 
say  y=<l>(x)  as  above.  A  few  examples  are  here  given,  with  such  explanations  as 
seem   proper. 

(i)  y  =  2x  —  l,  as  before;  it  is  at  once  seen  that  this  is  a  line;  and  taking  it 
to  be  so,  any  two  points,  for  instance,  (0,  —1)  and  (^,  0),  determine  the  line. 

(ii)  y  —  x'.  The  equation  shows  that  x  may  be  positive  or  negative,  but  that  y 
is  always  positive,  and  has  the  same  values  for  equal  positive  and  negative  values  of 
x:  the  curve  passes  through  the  origin,  and  through  the  points  (±1,  1)  It  is  already 
known  that  the  curve  lies  wholly  above  the  axis  oi  x.  To  find  its  form  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  origin,  give  x  a  small  value,  iE  =  +  0'l  or  ±0'01,  then  y  is  very 
much  smaller,  =  001  and  0*0001  in  the  two  cases  respectively ;  this  shows  that  the 
curve  touches   the   axis  of  x  at   the  origin.     Moreover,  x  may  be  as  large  as  we  please. 
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large,  y  is   much  larger;   for   instance,  x=\0,  ?/=100.     The   curve   is   a 


(iii)  y  =  a?.  Here  cc  being  positive  y  is  positive,  but  w  being  negative  y  is  also 
negative:  the  curve  passes  through  the  origin,  and  also  through  the  points  (1,  1)  and 
(—1,  —1).  Moreover,  when  x  is  small,  =0-1  for  example,  then  not  only  is  y,  =0'001, 
very  much  smaller  than  x,  but  it  is  also  very  much  smaller  than  y  was  for  the  last- 
mentioned  curve  y  =  x',  that  is,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  origin  the  present  curve 
approaches  more  closely  the  axis  of  x.  The  axis  of  *■  is  a  tangent  at  the  origin,  but 
it  is  a  tangent  of  a  peculiar  kind  (a  stationary  or  inflexional  tangent),  cutting  the 
curve  at  the  origin,  which  is  an  inflexion.  The  curve  is  the  cubical  parabola  (fig.  3), 
Fig.  3. 


(iv)  2/'  =  a;-l.a:-3.«-4.  Here  ?/  =  0  for  a:  =  l,  =3,  =4.  Whenever  x-l.x—'i.x—^ 
is  positive,  y  has  two  equal  and  opposite  values ;  but  when  x  —  X.x  —  Z.x  —  '^  is 
negative,  then  y  is  imaginar}'.  In  particulaj-,  for  x  less  than  1,  or  between  3  and  4, 
y  is   imaginary,  but   for  x   between    1  and   3,  or   greater  than   4,  y  has   two  values.     It 


is  clear  that  for  x  somewhere  between  1  and  3,  y  will  attain  a  maximum:  the  values 
of  X  and  y  may  be  found  approximately  by  trial.  The  curve  will  consist  of  an  oval 
and  infinite  branch,  and  it  is  easy  to  see  that,  as  shown  in  fig.  4,  the  curve  where 
it  cuts    the   axis   of  x   cuts   it   at   right   angles.     It   may  be   further   remarked   that,   as 
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x  increases  from  4,  the  value  of  ?/  will  increase  more  and  miire  rapidly;  for  instance, 
x=6.  y^=8,  a;  =  10,  ^^=378,  &c.,  and  it  is  easy  to  see  that  this  imphes  that  the  curve 
has  on  the  infinite  branch  two  inflexions  as  shown. 

(v)  y  =  x  —  c.x—h.x  —  a,  where  a>b>c  (that  is,  a  nearer  to  +co,  c  to  ~  «c ). 
The  curve  has  the  same  general  form  as  in  the  last  figure,  the  ova]  extending  between 
the  limits  x—c,  x  —  b,  the  infinite  branch  commencing  at  the  point  x  =  a. 

(vi)  y^  =  (a>  —  cy(x  ~  a).  Suppose  that  in  the  last-mentioned  c\irve,y'=i>!—c.x—b.x—a, 
b  gradually  diminishes,  and  becomes  ultimately  =  c.  The  infinite  branch  (see  fig.  5) 
.  form,  but  not  in  a  very  marked  manner,  and  it  retains  the  two  inflexions. 
Fig.  5. 


The    oval   lies   always   between 
tinually   diminishes ;  it   : 


the 


ultimately  it  shrinks  up  into  a  mere  point, 
point,  or  acnode.  For  a  direct  verification 
a  point  of  the  curve,  but  if  x  is  either  les 
and  y  is  imaginary. 

(vii)    y-  =  (^-e)(^-a): 


values    x^c,   x  =  b,   and    therefore    its    length    con- 
that   its   breadth   will   also   continually  diminish ; 


The  curve  has  thus  a  conjugate  or  isolated 
observe  that  x  =  c,  y  —  0,  so  that  (c,  0)  is 
i  than  c,  or  between  c  and  a,  if  is  negative, 

:  curve  b  gradually  increases   and   becomes 


ultimately  =  a,  the  oval  and  the  infinite  branch  change  each  of  them  its  form,  the 
oval  extending  always  between  the  values  x^c,  x=b,  and  thus  continually  approaching 
the  infinite  branch,  which  begins  at  x  =  a.  The  consideration  of  a  few  numerical 
examples,  vdth  careful  draining,  would  show  that  the  oval  and  the  infinite  branch  as 
they  approach  sharpen  out  each  towards  the  other,  the  two  inflexions  on  the  infinite 
branch  coming  always  nearer  to  the  point  {a,  0), — so  that  finally,  when  b  becomes 
Fig.  & 


=  a,  the  curve  has   the   form   shown   in   fig.  6,   there   being   now  a   double  point  or  node 
(crunode)  at  A,  and  the  inflexions  on  the  infinite  branch  having  c 
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In  the  last  four  examples,  the  curve  is  one  of  the  cubical  curves  called  the 
divergent  parabolas:  (iv)  is  a  mere  numerical  example  of  (v),  and  (vi),  (vii),  (viii)  are  in 
Newton's  language  the  parabola  cum  ovali,  punctata,  and  nodata  respectively.  When 
a,  b,  c  are  all  equal,  or  the  form  is  y^  =  {x  —  cy,  we  have  a  cuspidal  form,  Newton's 
parabola  cuspidata,  othenvise  the  semicubical  parabola. 

(viii)  As  an  example  of  a  curve  given  by  an  implicit  equation,  suppose  the 
equation  is 

a.^  +  f-3xy^0; 

this   is   a  nodal   cubic   curve,   the   node  at   the   origin,   and   the   axes   touching    the   two 
branches  respectively  (fig.  7).     An  easy  mode  of  tracing  it  is  to  express  x,  y  each  of  them 


in  terms  of  a  variable  8,  x  =  - ^,  y  =  -,-  —^„-,   but  it   is   instructive  to  trace  the  curve 

directly  from  its  equation. 

5.     It  may  be  remarked   that   the   purely  algebraical  process,  which  is,  in  fact,  that 

employed   in   finding   a  differential  coefficient  -^ ,  if  applied   directly  to   the  equation   of 

the  curve,  determines  the  point  consecutive  to  any  given  point  of  the  curve,  that  is, 
the  direction  of  the  curve  at  such  given  point,  or,  what  is  the  same  thing,  the 
direction  of  the  tangent  at  that  point.  In  fact,  if  a,  ^  are  the  coordinates  of  any 
point  on  a  curve  /{x,  y)  =  Q,  then  writing  in  the  equation  of  the  curve  x  =  a.-\-k, 
y  =  8+k,  and  in  the  resulting  equation  f{a  +  h,  ^  +  k)^0,  developed  in  powers  of  h 
and  k,  omitting  the  term  /{a,  ^),  which  vanishes,  and  the  terms  containing  the  second 
and  higher  powers  of  h,  k,  we  have  a  linear  equation  Ah  +  Bk  —  Q,  which  determines 
the  ratio  of  the  increments  k,  k.  Of  course,  in  the  analytical  development  of  the  theory, 
we  translate  this  into  the  notation  of  the  differential  calculus;  but  the  question  pre- 
sents itself,  and  is  thus  seen  to  be  solvable,  as  soon  as  it  is  attempted  to  trace  a 
curve  from  its  equation. 
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Geometry  is  Descriptive,  or  Metrical. 

6.  A  geometrical  proposition  is  either  descriptive  or  metrical :  in  the  former  case 
it  ia  altogether  independent  of  the  idea  of  magnitude  {length,  inclination,  &c.) ;  in  the 
latter  case  it  has  reference  to  this  idea.  It  is  to  be  noticed  that,  although  the  method 
of  coordinates  seems  to  be  by  its  inception  essentially  metrical,  and  we  can  hardly, 
except  by  metrical  considerations,  connect  an  equation  with  the  curve  which  it  repre- 
sents (for  instance,  even  assuming  it  to  be  known  that  an  equation  Aa:  +  By  +  G=0 
represents  a  line,  yet  if  it  be  asked  what  hne,  the  only  form  of  answer  is,  that  it 
is  the  line  cutting  the  axes  at  distances  from  the  oiigm  —C-r-A,  —C-i-B  respectively), 
yet  in  dealing  by  this  method  with  descriptive  propositions,  we  are,  in  fact,  eminently 
free  from  all  metrical  considerations. 

7.  It  is  worth  while  to  illustrate  this  by  the  instance  of  the  well-known  theorem 
of  the  radical  centre  of  three  circles.  The  theorem  is  that,  given  any  three  circles 
A,  B,  G  (fig.  8),  the  common  chords  ac^,  0^',  yj  of  the  three  pairs  of  circles  meet  in 
a   point. 


The  geometrical  proof  is  metrical  throughout: — 

Take  0  the  point  of  intersection  of  aa',  ^ff,  and  joining  this  with  7',  suppose 
that  y'O  does  not  pass  through  7,  but  that  it  meets  the  circles  A,  B  in  two  distinct 
points  7i,  7j  respectively.  We  have  then  the  known  metrical  property  of  intersecting 
chords  of  a  circle ;   viz.  in  the  circle  C,  where  aa',  0^'  are  chorda  meeting  at  a  point  0, 

where,   as   well   as    in    what   immediately   follows    Oa,   &c.,   denote,   of   course,   lengths   or 
distances. 

Similarly  in  the  circle  A, 

O0.O0'  =  Oy,.Oy', 
and  in  the  circle  B, 

Oa  .  Oa'  =  Oy, .  Oy'. 

Consequently    Oyj .  O7' =  O7S .  O7',    that    is,    Oy,  =  0yi,  or   the    points    y^    and    y^    coincide; 
that  is,   they  each  coincide  with  7. 
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We  contrast  this  with  the  analytical  method. 

Here  it  oniy  requires  to  be  known  that  an  equation  Aiv  +  Bj/+C—0  represents 
a  line,  and  an  equation  a.^  +  if^  + Ace +  By+C  =  0  represents  a  circle.  A,  B,  C  have,  in 
the  two  cases  respectively,  metrical  significations ;  but  these  wc  are  not  concerned  with. 
Using  S  to  denote  the  function  a^  +  j/^  +  Ax  +  By+  G,  the  equation  of  a  circle  is  S  =  0, 
where  S  stands  for  its  value;  more  briefly,  we  say  the  equation  is  S,  =ii^+y^+Aj)+By-\-  C,  =0. 
Let  the  equation  of  any  other  circle  be  5",  =3^ +y'^-\-A'x-\-  Ey  +  C  =  Q;  the  equation 
iS  — 15'  =  0  is  a  Hnear  equation:  8  —  S'  is,  in  fact,  ={A  — A')x  +  (B  — B')y  +  G—C':  and 
it  thus  represents  a  line ;  this  equation  is  satisfied  by  the  coordinates  of  each  of  the 
points  of  intersection  of  the  two  circles  (for  at  each  of  these  points  S  =  0  and  S'  =  0, 
therefore  also  iS-iS'  =  0);  hence  the  equation  S-~8'—0  is  that  of  the  line  joining  the 
two  points  of  intersection  of  the  tvfo  circles,  or  say  it  is  the  equation  of  the  common 
chord  of  the  two  circles.  Considering  then  a  third  circle  5"',  =x''+y^+A"t>;+B"y  +  C"—0, 
the  equations  of  the  common  chords  are  S  —  S'=^0,  S  —  S"  =  0,  S'  -  S"  =  0  (each  of 
these  a  linear  equation);  at  the  intersection  of  the  first  and  second  of  these  lines  5=  iS" 
and  S  =  8",  therefore  also  S'  =  S",  or  the  equation  of  the  third  line  is  satisfied  by  the 
coordinates  of  the  point  in  question ;  that  is,  the  three  chords  intersect  in  a  point  0, 
the  coordinates  of  which  are  determined  by  the  e(juations  8—  8'  =  8". 

It  further  appears  that,  if  the  two  circles  8  =  0,  S'=0  do  not  intersect  in  any  real 
points,  they  must  be  regarded  as  intersecting  in  two  imaginary  points,  such  that  the 
line  joining  them  is  the  real  line  represented  by  the  equation  jS  —  iS"  =  0 ;  or  that  two 
circles,  whether  their  intersections  be  real  or  imaginary,  have  always  a  real  common 
chord  (or  radical  axis),  and  that  for  any  three  circles  the  common  chords  intersect  in 
a  point  (of  course  real)  which  is  the  radical  centre.  And  by  this  very  theorem,  given 
two  circles  with  imaginary  intersections,  we  can,  by  drawing  circles  which  meet  each 
of  them  in  real  points,  construct  the  radical  axis  of  the  first-mentioned  two  circles. 

8.  The  principle  employed  in  showing  that  the  equation  of  the  common  chord  of 
two  circles  is  8  —  8'  =  0  is  one  of  very  extensive  application,  and  some  more  illustrations 
of  it  may  be  given. 

Suppose  ;S=0,  S'  =  0  are  line.s,  that  is,  let  S,  S'  now  denote  linear  functions 
Aa:  +  By  +  G,  A'x  +  B'y  +  G',  then  S-k8'  =  0  (k  an  arbitrary  constant)  is  the  equation 
of  any  line  passing  through  the  point  of  intersection  of  the  two  given  lines.  Such  a 
line  may  be  made  to  pass  through  any  given  point,  say  the  point  (x^,  y^) ;  i.e.,  if  8^,  8,! 
are  what  iS,  8'  respectively  become  on  writing  for  («,  y)  the  values  («„,  y^,  then  the 
value  of  &  is  k  =  S^-^8^.  The  equation  in  fact  is  SS„'-SoS'  =  0;  and  starting  from 
this  equation  we  at  once  verify  it  d  posteriori;  the  equation  is  a  linear  equation 
satisfied  by  the  values  of  (x,  y)  which  make  S  =  0,  S"  =  0 ;  and  satisfied  also  by  the 
values  (x^,  y^) ;   and  it  is  thus  the  equation  of  the  line  in  question. 

If,  as  before,  iS=0,  (S'  =  0  represent  circles,  then  (k  being  arbitrary)  S  —  k8'=0  is 
the  equation  of  any  circle  passing  through  the  two  points  of  intersection  of  the  two 
circles;  and  to  make  this  pass  through  a  given  point  («•„,  y„)  we  have  again  k^S^-i-Sg. 
In   the   particular  case   k=l,   the   circle   becomes   the   common   chord;    more   accurately, 
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it  becomes  the  common  chord  together  with  the  Hne  infinity,  but  this  is  a  question 
which  is  not  here  gone  into. 

If  S  denote  the  general  quadric  function, 

S^aa^  +  2hii:y+bf  +  2fy+2gx  +  c,    =  (a,  b.  c,  f,  g,  h)(ic,  y,  Vf, 

then  the  equation  (9  =  0  represents  a  conic ;  assuming  this,  then,  if  S'  =  0  represents 
another  conic,  the  equation  S  —  kS'  =  0  represents  any  conic  through  the  four  points 
of  intersection  of  the  two  conies. 

Returning  to  the  equation  Aie  +  By  +  C  =  0  of  a  Hne,  if  this  pass  through  two  given 
points  («,,  i/i),  (iCj,  y.),  then  we  must  have  Acc^  +  By,  +  C  =  0,  Ax^  +  By^  +  G  =  0,  equations 
which  determine  the  ratios  A  :  B  :  G,  and  it  thus  appears  that  the  equation  of  the 
line  through  the  two  given  points  is 

« {yi  -y2)-y  (*7  -  ■*■.)  +  x^y-,  -  a:-,y>  =  o ; 

or,  what  is  the  same  thing, 


9.  The  object  still  being  to  illustrate  the  mode  of  working  with  coordinates,  we 
consider  the  theorem  of  the  polar  of  a  point  in  regard  to  a  circle.  Given  a  circle  and 
a   point  0   (fig.  9),  we   draw  through    0  any   two  lines  meeting  the   circle  in  the  points 


A,  A'  and  B,  B'  respectively,  and  then  taking  Q  as  the  intersection  of  the  lines  AB 
and  A'B,  the  theorem  is  that  the  locus  of  the  point  Q  is  a  right  line  depending  only 
upon  0  and  the  circle,  but  independent  of  the  particular  lines  OAA'  and  OBB. 

Taking    0    as    the    origin,  and    for  the  axes  any  two  lines  through   0  at  right  angles 
to  each  other,  the  equation  of  the  circle  will  be 

a?  +  y''  +  '2.Ax  +  2By  +  C  =  0\ 

and  if  the  equation  of  the  line  OAA'  is  taken  to  be  y  —  mx,  then  the  points  A,  A! 
are  found  as  the  intersections  of  the  straight  line  with  the  circle ;  or  to  determine  x  we 
have 

ai'  (1  +  m=)  -\-2cc(A  +  Bm)  +  (7=0. 
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If  (*i.  y\)  8^6  the  coordinates  of  A,  and  (x^,,  y^  of  A',  then  the  roots  of  this  equation 
are  i«,,  x^,  whence  easily 

«i     iCj  C       ' 

And  similarly,  if  the  equation  of  the  line  OBR  is  taken  to  be  y  =  m'x,  and  the 
coordinates  of  B,  B'  to  be  {ws,  y^  and  (iCj,  ^4)  respectively,  then 

I   ^   1  _     ^A+Bm' 

We  have  then 

«^  (3/1  -yd-y  i'^i  -  '^4) + «d «/» -  t«4yi = 0, 

'^  (^2  -  ya)  -  s*  (^  -  ^)  +  '^^'s  -  '^^'s  =  0- 
as  the  equations  of  the  lines  AB'  and  A'B  respectively;  for  the  first  of  these  equations, 
being  satisfied  if  we  write  therein  (x^,  y,)  or  (^4,  y,)  for  (x,  y),  is  the  equation  of 
the  line  AB" :  and  similarly  the  second  equation  is  that  of  the  line  A'B.  Reducing  by 
means  of  the  relations  ?/i  — wi^  =  0,  y^  — ma^j^O.  y3  —  m'xs=0,  1/4  — m'a;,  =  0,  the  two 
equations   become 

X  (miCi  —  m'x,)  —  y{x,  —  a;,)  +  (m  —  m)  a-'jajj  =  0, 

a: (mx^  -  mx,) -y(x^-  x^)  +  (m'  -  m)  x^x^  =  0  ; 

and  if  we  divide  the  first  of  these  equations  by  mim,,  and  the  second  by  m^^m-j,  and 
then  add,  we  obtain 

or,  what  is  the  same  thing, 

which  by  what  precedes  is  the  equation  of  a  line  through  the  point  Q.  Substituting 
herein  for  — I — ,   — I —  their  foregoing  values,  the  equation  becomes 

-(A  +  Bm)  (y  -  m'x)  +  (.^1  +  Bm")  (y  -  nix)  +  m'  -  ?«  =  0 ; 
that  is, 

(m-m-){Ax  +  By+G)  =  0; 

or  finally  it  is  Ax  +  By  -\-0—(i,  showing  that  the  point  Q  lies  in  a  line  the  position 
of  which  is  independent  of  the  particular  lines  OAA',  OBB'  used  in  the  construetion. 
It  is  proper  to  notice  that  there  is  no  correspondence  to  each  other  of  the  points 
A,  A'  and  B,  B' ;  the  grouping  might  as  well  have  been  A,  A'  and  B',  B;  and  it 
thence  appears  that  the  line  Ax-\-By+G  =  0  just  obtained  is  in  fact  the  line  joining 
the  point  Q  with  the  point  R  which  is  the  intersection  of  AB  and  A'B". 

10.     The   equation   Ax  +  By+G  =  0  of  a   line   contains   in  appearance   3,  but   really 
only    2   constants   (for  one   of    the   constants   can    be   divided   out),  and   a    line 
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accordingly  upon  2  parameters,  or  can  be  made  to  satisfy  2  conditions.  Similarly,  the 
equation  (a,  b,  c,  f,  g,  h^x,  y,  Vf  =  0  of  a  conic  contains  really  5  constants,  and  the 
equation  {it^^x,  y,  1)^  =  0  of  a  cubic  contains  really  9  constants.  It  thus  appears  that 
a  cubic  can  be  made  to  pass  through  9  given  points,  and  that  the  cubic  so  passing 
through  9  given  points  is  completely  determined.  There  is,  however,  a  remarkable 
exception.  Considering  two  given  cubic  curves  S—Q,  S'~0,  these  intersect  in  9  points, 
and  through  these  9  points  we  have  the  whole  scries  of  eubics  S  —  kS'  —  0,  where  k 
is  an  arbitrary  constant:  k  may  be  determined  so  that  the  cubic  shall  pass  through  a 
given  tenth  point,  viz.  k  =  Sg-i-  S^',  if  the  coordinates  are  (x^,  yo),  and  S„,  SJ  denote  the 
corresponding  values  of  S,  S".  The  resulting  curve  SSJ  —  S'S^  =  0  may  be  regarded  as 
the  cubic  determined  by  the  conditions  of  passing  through  8  of  the  9  points  and 
through  the  given  point  (a?,,,  y„);  and  from  the  equation  it  thence  appears  that  the 
curve  passes  through  the  remaining  one  of  the  9  points.  In  other  words,  we  thus 
have  the  theorem,  any  cubic  curve  which  passes  through  8  of  the  9  intersections  of 
two  given  cubic  curves  passes  through  the  9th  intersection. 

The  applications  of  this  theorem  are  very  numerous ;  for  instance,  we  derive  from 
it  Pascal's  theorem  of  the  inscribed  hexagon.  Consider  a  hexagon  inscribed  in  a  conic. 
The  three  alternate  sides  constitute  a  cubic,  and  the  other  three  alternate  sides 
another  cubic.  The  eubics  intersect  in  9  points,  being  the  6  vertices  of  the  hexagon, 
and  the  3  Pascalian  points,  or  intersections  of  the  pairs  of  opposite  sides  of  the 
hexagon.  Drawing  a  line  through  two  of  the  Pascalian  points,  the  conic  and  this 
line  constitute  a  cubic  passing  through  8  of  the  9  points  of  intersection,  and  it 
therefore  passes  through  the  remaining  point  of  intersection — that  is,  the  third  Pascalian 
point;  and  since  obviously  this  does  not  He  on  the  conic,  it  must  lie  on  the  line-  — 
that  is,  we  have  the  theorem  that  the  three  Pascalian  points  {or  points  of  intersection 
of  the  pairs  of  opposite  sides)  lie  on  a  line. 


11.     The   foundation   of  the   metrical  theory  consists   in  the  simple   theorem  that  if 
a   finite   lino   PQ  (fig.    10)   be   projected   upon  any  other  line  00'  by  lines  perpendicular 
Fig.  10. 


to  00',  then  the  length  of  the  projection  PV  is  equal  to  the  length  of  PQ  multiplied 
by  the  cosine  of  its  inclination  to  P'Q';  or,  what  is  the  same  thing,  that  the  perpen- 
dicular  distance   P'Q'   of   any   two    parallel   lines   is   equal   to   the    inclined   distance   PQ 
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multipKed  by  the  cosine  of  the  inclination.  It  at  once  follows  that  the  algebraical  sum 
of  the  projections  of  the  sides  of  a  closed  polygon  upon  any  line  is  =0;  or,  reversing 
the  signs  of  certain  sides,  and  considering  the  polygon  as  consisting  of  two  broken  lines, 
each  extending  from  the  same  initial  to  the  same  terminal  point,  the  sum  of  the 
projections  of  the  lines  of  the  first  set  upon  any  line  is  equal  to  the  sum  of  the 
projections  of  the  lines  of  the  second  set.  Observe  that,  if  any  line  be  perpendicular 
to  the  line  on  which  the  projection  is  made,  then  its  projection  is  =0. 

Thus,  if  we   have   a   right-angled   triangle   PQR   (fig.    11),  where    QR,  RP,   QP   are 

Fig.  11. 
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=  ^!  V<  P   respectively,   and   whereof  the 
on  the  three  sides,  we  have 


i-angle 


=  a,   then   projecting  successively 


and  we  thence  obtain 
And 


p^  =  ^^  +  V^i   cos^a  + sin*a=  1. 
by  projecting  on  a  line  Qx,,  inclined  at  the  angle  a'  to  QR,  we  have 
p  cos  (a  —  a')  =  f  cos  a'  +  ^  sin  a' ; 
and  by  substituting  for  ^,  57  their  foregoing  values, 

COS  (a  —  «')  =  cos  «  cos  a.'  +  sin  a  sin  a.'. 
It   is   to  be   remarked   that,  assuming   only  the  theory  of  similar   triangles,  we  have 
herein   a  proof  of  Euclid,  Book   I.,  Prop.   47 ;   in   fact,  the   same   as   is  given   Book  VI,, 
Prop.   31;   and   also  a.  proof  of  the  trigonometrical  formula  for  cos  (a  — a').     The  formula 
for  cos  (a  +  a')  and  sin  (a  +  a')  could  be  obtained  in  the  same  manner. 

Draw  PT  at  right  angles  to  Qx,,  and  suppose  QT,  TP  =  ^i,  %  respectively,  so 
that  we  have  now  the  quadrilateral  QRPTQ,  or,  what  is  the  same  thing,  the  two 
broken  lines  QRP  and  QTP,  each  extending  from  Q  to  P.  Projecting  on  the  four  sides 
successively,  we  have 

^  =  I,  cos  a'  —  Vi  sin  «'. 
?;  =  ^i  sin  a'  +  57i  cos  a', 
li  =  I  cos  a'  +  1)  sin  a, 
%  =  —  f  sin  a'  +  Tj  cos  a', 
where  the  third  equation  is  that  previously  written 

p  cos  (a  —  a')  =  f  cos  a  +  j?  sin  a. 
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Equations  of  Right  Line  and  Circle. —  Transformation  of  Coordinates. 
12.     The   required   fomiulfe   are   really  contained   in   the   foregoing  results.     For,   in 
fig.   11,   supposing    that    the    axis    of    a;    is    parallel    to    QR,   and    taking    a,   h    for   the 
coordinates  of  Q,  and  (x,  y)  for  those  of  P,  then  we  have  ^,  i)  =x  —  a,  y  —  h  respectively ; 
and  therefore 

x  —  a..  =  p  cos  a,     ^  —  6  =  p  sin  «, 
p^       =={x-afA-{y~hr. 


Writing  the  fii'st  two  of  these  in  the  form 

w-a  ^y-h 
cos  a      sin  a 


(=p), 


we  may  regard  Q  as  a  iixed  point,  but  P  as  a  point  moving  in  the  direction  Q  to  P, 
so  that  a  remains  constant,  and  then,  omitting  the  equation  (=  p),  we  have  a  relation 
between  the  coordinates  x,  y  of  the  point  P  thus  moving  in  a  right  line, — that  is, 
we  have  the  equation  of  the  line  through  the  given  point  {a,  h)  at  a  given  inclination 
a  to  the  axis  of  x.  And,  moreover,  if,  using  this  equation  (=  p),  we  write  x  =  a,-\-p  cos  a, 
y=b  +  psma,  then  we  have  expressions  for  the  coordinates  x,  y  oi  &  point  of  this 
line,  in  terms  of  the  variable  parameter  p. 

Again,  take  the  point  T  to  be  fixed,  but  consider  the  point  P  as  moving  in  the 
line  'fP  at  right  angles  to  QT.  If  instead  of  fi  we  take  p  for  the  distance  QT, 
then  the  equation  f ,  =  ^  cos  a' + )?  sin  a'  will  be 

(x  -  a)  cos  a'  +  (y  —  b)  sin  a'  =p ; 

that  is,  this  will  be  the  equation  of  a  line  such  that  its  perpendicular  distance  from 
the  point  (a,  b)  is  =p,  and  that  the  inclination  of  this  distance  to  the  axis  of  x  is  =  a'. 

From  either  form  it  appears  that  the  equation  of  a  line  is,  in  fact,  a  linear 
equation  of  the  form  Ax  +  By  +  C  =  0.  It  is  important  to  notice  that,  starting  from 
this  equation,  we  can  determine  conversely  the  a  but  not  the  (a,  b)  of  the  form  of 
equation  which  contains  these  quantities;  and  in  like  manner  the  a'  but  not  the 
(a,  b)  or  p  of  the  other  form  of  equation.  The  reason  is  obvious.  In  each  case  {a,  b) 
denote  the  coordinates  of  a  point,  fixed  indeed,  but  which  is  in  the  first  form  any 
point  of  the  line,  and  in  the  second  form  any  point  whatever.  Thus,  in  the  second 
form  the  point  from  which  the  perpendicular  is  let  fall  may  be  the  origin.  Here 
(((,  b)  =  (0,  0),  and  the  equation  is  x  cos  a'  +  ysma.'  -p  =  0.  Comparing  this  with 
Ax  +  B^+C  —  0,  wo  have  the  values  of  cos  a',  sin  a',  and  p. 

13.     The  equation 

p'^(x-ay  +  (y-by 

is  an  expression  for  the  squared  distance  of  the  two  points  (a,  b)  and  (w,  y).  Taking 
as  before  the  point  Q,  coordinates  (a,  6),  as  a  fixed  point,  and  writing  c  in  the  place 
of  p,  the  equation 

{x~ay  +  {y-bY  =  <? 
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expresses  that  the  point  {x,  y)  is  always  at  a  given  distance  c  from  the  given  point 
(a,  b) ;  viz.  this  is  the  equation  of  a  cii'cle,  having  (a,  h)  for  the  coordinates  of  its 
centre,  and  c  for  its  radius. 

The  equation  is  of  the  form 

0?  +  ^'+  2Aa:  +  2By  +  C=0, 

and  here,  the  number  of  constants  being  the  same,  we  can  identify  the  two  equations ; 
we  find  a  — —  A,  b  =  —  B,  c^—A^  +  B'  —  G,  or  the  last  equation  is  that  of  a  circle 
having  —A,—B  for  the  coordinates  of  its  centre,  and  ''/A'  +  B^  —  C  for  its  radius. 

14.  Drawing  (fig.  11)  Qj/,  at  right  angles  at  Qa^,  and  taking  Q/r^,  Qu,  as  a  new 
set  of  rectangular  axes,  if  instead  of  ^i,  »/i  we  write  a^i,  y^,  we  have  x^,  y,  as  the 
new  coordinates  of  the  point  P;  and  writing  also  a  in  place  of  a',  a  now  denoting 
the  inclination  of  the  axes  Qx,  and  Ow,  we  have  the  formulse  for  transformation 
between  two  sets  of  rectangular  axes.     These  are 

x  —  a  =  Xi  cos  a  —  i/i  sin  a, 
y-b=x,siQa  +  y,  cos  a, 
and 

X,       =     (ic—  a)  cos  a  +  (y  -b)  sin  a, 

2/i       =  —  {x  —  a)  sin  a  +  (y  —b)  cos  a, 

each  set  being  obviously  at  once  deducible  from  the  other  one.  In  these  formulas 
{a,  b)  are  the  a^- coordinates  of  the  new  origin  Qi,  and  a  is  the  inclination  of  Qx, 
to  Ox.  It  is  to  be  noticed  that  Qib,,  Qy^  are  so  placed  that,  by  moving  0  to  Q.  and 
then  turning  the  axes  Oxi,  Oy,  round  Q  (through  an  angle  a  measured  in  the  sense 
Ox  to  Oy),  the  original  axes  Ox,  Oy  will  come  to  coincide  with  Qx^,  Qy^  respectively. 
This  could  not  have  been  done  if  Qyi  had  been  drawn  (at  right  angles  always  to 
Qx^  in  the  reverse  direction:  we  should  then  have  had  in  the  formulje  —yt  instead 
of  y,.  The  new  formulae  which  would  be  thus  obtained  are  of  an  essentially  distinct 
form :  the  analytical  test  is  that  in  the  formulEe  as  written  down  we  can,  by  giving 
to  a  a  proper  value  (in  fact,  a  =  0),  make  the  (x  —  a)  and  (y  —  b)  equal  to  x^  and  y, 
respectively;  in  the  other  system  we  could  only  make  them  equal  to  x^,  —y,,  or 
—  Xi,  yi  respectively.  But  for  the  very  reason  that  the  second  system  can  be  so  easily 
derived  from  the  first,  it  is  proper  to  attend  exclusively  to  the  first  system, — that  is, 
always  to  take  the  new  axes  so  that  the  two  sets  admit  of  being  brought  into 
coincidence. 

In  the  foregoing  system  of  two  pairs  of  equations,  the  first  pair  give  the  original 
coordinates  x,  y  in  term.s  of  the  new  coordinates  x,,  y,;  the  second  pair  the  new 
coordinates  x„  y^  in  terms  of  the  original  coordinates  x,  y.  The  formulae  involve  (a,  6), 
the  original  coordinates  of  the  new  origin ;  it  would  be  easy,  instead  of  these,  to 
introduce  («!,  6i),  the  new  coordinates  of  the  origin.  Writing  (a,  i)  =  (0,  0),  we  have, 
of  course,  the  formulae  for  transformation  between  two  sets  of  rectangular  axes  having 
the  same  origin,  and  it  is  as  well  to  write  the  formulas  in  this  more  simple  form ; 
the  subsequent  transformation  to  a  new  origin,  but  with  axes  parallel  to  the  original 
axes,  can  then  be  effected  without  any  difficulty. 
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15.     All   questions   in   regard  to   the   line   may  be  solved   by  means  of  one  or  other 
of  the  foregoing  forms — 

y  =  Aa;-\~B, 


(x  —  a)  cos  a  +{y~  b) sin  a'  —p  =  0 ; 

or  it  may  be  by  a  comparison  of  these  different  forms :  thus,  using  the  first  form,  it 
has  been  already  shown  that  the  equation  of  the  line  through  two  given  points  (jc,,  y,), 
(«=,  y=)  is 

«  iVi  -y^)-y  ('^1  -  ^-i)  +  *iy.  -  «^yi  =  o> 
or,  as  this  may  be  written, 

A  particular  case  is  the  equation 

a     0 

representing  the  line  through  the  points  {a,  0)  and  (0,  &),  or,  what  is  the  same  thing, 
the   line    meeting    the    axes    of    x    and    y   at   the   distances    from    the   origin    a   and   b 

respectively.  It  may  be  noticed  that,  in  the  form  Ax-\- By+0  =  Q,  —-n  denotes  the 
tangent  of  the  inclination  to  the  axis  of  x,  or  we  may  say  that  B-i-'/A^  +  B'  and 
—  A  -i-  vA"  +  B^  denote  respectively  the  cosine  and  the  sine  of  the  inclination  to  the 
axis  of  X.  A  better  form  is  this:  A  —'^A^  +  B'  and  B-^'JA^+B'  denote  respectively 
the  cosine  and  the  sine  of  inclination  to  the  axis  of  x  of  the  perpendicular  upon 
the  line.  So,  of  course,  in  regard  to  the  form  y  =  Ax  -\-  B,  A  is  here  the  tangent  of 
the  inclination  to  the  axis  of  x;  1-^vA^+l  and  A-%-vA^-\-\  are  the  cosine  and 
sine  of  this  inclination,  &c.  It  thus  appears  that  the  condition,  in  order  that  the 
lines  Ax  +  By -^-G  —  Q  and  A'w  +  B'y—G'  =  0  may  meet  at  right  angles,  is  AA'  +  BB'  =  0; 
so  when  the  equations  are  y  =  Aw+  B,  y  —  A'x  +  R,  the  condition  is  AA'  -\-\  =  0,  or 
say  the  value  oi  A'  is  =  —  \-^A. 

The  perpendicular  distance  of  the  point  {a,  h)  from  the  line  Ax  +  By-^G  =  0  is 
{Aa  +  Bh  +  C) -i- 'J A^  +  &.  In  all  the  formula  involving  Vj.=  +  JB^  or  V^=  +  1,  the  radical 
should  be  written  with  the  sign  +,  which  is  essentially  indeterminate:  the  like 
indeterminateness  of  sign  presents  itself  in  the  expression  for  the  distance  of  two 
points  p  =  ±  V(k  —  of  +  (y  —  hy ;  if,  as  before,  the  points  are  Q,  P,  and  the  indefinite 
line  through  these  is  /QPs,  then  it  is  the  same  thing  whether  we  measure  off  from 
Q  along  this  line,  considered  as  drawn  from  /  towards  z,  a  positive  distance  k,  or 
along  the  line  considered  as  drawn  reversely  from  3  towards  /,  the  equal  negative 
distance  —  k,  and  the  expression  for  the  distance  p  is  thus  properly  of  the  form  ±  k. 
It    is    interesting    to    compare    expressions    which   do    not    involve    a    radical :    thus,   in 
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seeking  for  the  expression  for  the  perpendicular  distance  of  the  point  {a,  b)  from  a  given 
line,  let  the  equation  of  the  given  hne  be  taken  in  the  form,  a^cosa  +  i/sino— ^=  0, 
p  being  the  perpendicular  distance  from  the  origin,  a  its  inchnation  to  the  axis 
of  x:  the  equation  of  the  line  may  also  be  written  (a:  —  a)co8  a +(;/ —  6)sin  a— pi  =  0, 
and  we  have  thence  p,  =  p  — anas  a  — hsina,  the  required  expression  for  the  distance 
p,:  it  is  here  assumed  that  p^  is  drawn  from  {a,  h)  in  the  same  sense  as  p  ia  drawn 
from  the  origin,  and  the  indeterminate ness  of  sign  is  thus  removed. 

16.  As  an  instance  of  the  mode  of  using  the  formulse,  take  the  problem  of 
finding  the  locus  of  a  point  such  that  its  distance  from  a  given  point  is  in  a  given 
ratio  to  its  distance  from  a  given  line. 

We  take  {a,  b)  as  the  coordinates  of  the  given  point,  and  it  is  convenient  to 
take  (w,  y)  as  the  coordinates  of  the  variable  point,  the  locus  of  which  is  required: 
it  thus  becomes  necessary  to  use  other  letters,  say  {X,  F),  for  current  coordinates  in 
the  equation  of  the  given  line.  Suppose  this  is  a  line  such  that  its  perpendicular 
distance  from  the  origin  is  =p,  and  that  the  inclination  of  p  to  the  axis  of  x  is 
=  01;  the  equation  is  Xcosa+ 7sina-j)  =  0.  In  the  result  obtained  in  §  15,  writing 
(«,  y)  in  place  of  (a,  b),  it  appears  that  the  perpendicular  distance  of  this  line  from 
the  point  {x,  y)  is 

=p  —  wcosa  —  y  sin  a ; 
hence  the  equation  of  the  iocus  is 

V(a.'  —  af  +  (y--by  =  e(p  —  a:cosa  —  y  sin  a), 
or  say 

(x  -  af  +  {y-  hf  -  6'  i.x  cos  a  + 1/  sill  a  -  pf  =  0, 
an  equation  of  the  second  order. 

The  Conies  {Parabola,  Ellipue,  Hyperbola). 

17.  The  conies  or,  as  they  were  called,  conic  sections  were  originally  defined  as 
the  sections  of  a  right  circular  cone;  but  Apolloniua  substituted  a  definition,  which 
is,  in  fact,  that  of  the  last   example :   the   curve   is   the   locus  of  a   point   such  that  its 

Pig.  12. 


a    given    ratio    to    its    distance 
the    ratio    as   e  :  1,   then    e   is 


distance  from  a  given  point  (called  the  focus) 
from  a  given  line  (called  the  directrix);  and 
called  the  eccentricity. 

Take   FD   for    the    perpendicular    from    the    focus   F  upon    the    directrix,   and    the 
given   ratio  being  that  of  e  :  1   (e  >,  =,  or   <  1,  but   positive),  and  let   the  distance  FD 
c.  XI.  71 
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be  divided  at  0  in  the  given  ratio,  say  we  have  OD  =  m,  OF— em,  where  m  is 
positive ; — then  the  origin  may  be  taken  at  0,  the  axis  Ox  being  in  the  direction  OF 
(that  is,  from  0  to  F),  and  the  axis  Oy  at  right  angles  to  it.  The  distance  of  the 
point  (x,  y)  from  F  is  ='J{x  — emf  +  'i^,  its  distance  from  the  directrix  is  =x-\-m; 
the  equation  therefore  is 

(x-emr  +  f^^{x-^mf; 

or,  what  is  the  same  thing,  it  is 

{1  -  e^)  a?  -  2me  (1  +  e)  »■+»/=  =  0. 
If  e^=l,  or,  since  e  is  taken  to  be  positive,  if  e  =  l,  this  is 

y-  —  imx  =  0, 
which  is  the  parabola. 

If  ^  not  =1,  then  the  equation  may  be  written 


a-^)-iE-J-/= 


■^V  (1  +  e) 
1-e      ■ 

the  equation  becomes 


that  is. 

(l-e^)(x-aY  +  y'  =  aHl~^), 
i^-ay            y^ 

or,  changing  the  origin 

and 

wi-iting  b^  =  a=  (1  -  e^),  this  is 
a^     6- 

which  is  the  ellipse. 

And   similarly   if 

e   be 

positive    and    >  1,   then    writing    m=  -^ 

becomes 

that  is. 

or  changing  the  origin 

and 

writing  6'  =  a'(e^-l),  this  is 

which  is  the  hyperbola. 

18.  The  general  equation  ax^  +  2kxy  +  by'' +  2fy  +  2gx  +  c  =  0,  or  as  it  is  written 
(«.,  b,  c,  f,  g,  h){x,  y,  1)^=0,  may  be  such  that  the  quadric  function  breaks  up  into 
factors,  =  (aa:  4-  ySy  +  7)  {eix  +  ^y  +  7') ;  and  in  this  ease  the  equation  represents  a  pair 
of  lines,  or  (it  may  be)  two  coincident  lines.  When  it  does  not  so  break  up,  the 
function  can  be  put  in  the  form  \[{x  — a'y+(y —Vf  —  ^  {xco&a  +  y  sin  a.— pf],  or, 
equating  the  two  expressions,  there  will  be  six  equations  for  the  determination  of 
X,,  a',  b',  e,  p,  M ;   and   by  what   precedes,  if  a,  b',   e,  p,   a  are   real,   the   curve   is   either 
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a  parabola,  ellipse,  or  hyperbola.  The  original  coefficients  (a,  h,  c,  f,  g,  h)  may  be  such 
as  not  bo  give  any  system  of  real  values  for  a',  h',  e,  p,  a;  but  when  this  is  so  the 
equation  {a,  b,  c, /,  g,  h){x,  y,  1)^  =  0  does  not  represent  a  real  curve*;  the  imaginary 
curve  which  it  represents  is,  however,  regarded  as  a  conic.  Disregarding  the  special 
cases  of  the  pair  of  lines  and  the  twice  repeated  line,  it  thus  appears  that  the  only 
real  curves  represented  by  the  general  equation  (a,  b,  c,  f,  g,  h)(a;,  y,  l'f  =  Q  are  the 
parabola,  the  ellipse,  and  the  hyperbola.  The  circle  is  considered  as  a  particular  ease 
of  the  ellipse. 

The  same  result  ia  obtained  by  transforming  the  equation  {a,h,  c,f,  g,h){a;,y,\y  =  0 
to  new  axes.  If  in  the  first  place  the  origin  be  unaltered,  then  the  directions  of  the 
new  (rectangular)  axes  OsB^,  Oiji  can  be  found  so  that  k^  (the  coefficient  of  the  term 
iCiyi)  shall  be  =  0 ;  when  this  is  done,  then  either  one  of  the  coefficients  of  x^^,  yi'  is 
=  0,  and  the  curve  is  then  a  parabola,  or  neither  of  these  coefficients  ia  =  0,  and  the 
curve  is  then  an  ellipse  or  hyperbola,  according  as  the  two  coefficients  are  of  the 
same  sign  or  of  opposite  signs. 

19.     The  curves  can  be  at  once  traced  from  their  equations:— 
^^imw,  for  the  parabola  (fig.  13), 
-4-^  =  1,  for  the  ellipse  (fig.  14), 

-p,  =  1,  for  the  hyperbola  (fig.  15); 


k)  {x,  11,  iy'=0  does  represent  a  veal  curve,  there  are, 
refti,  the  other  two  imaginary ;  we  have  thus  two  real 
u  or  the  form  {x-a'f  +  {y~by  =  e^(i:<ioaa  +  yeo%^~p)^ 
ve.  This  is  eonsietent  with  the  assertion  of  the  text 
li  equation  of  this  form. 

71—2 
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and   it  will   be   noticed   how   the   form   of   the   last   equation   puts   in   evidence   the   two 

asymptotes   -  =  + 1   of  the   hyperbola.     Referred  to  the   asymptotes  {as  a   set   of  oblique 

axes)  the  equation  of  the  hyperbola  takes  the  form  xy  =  c\  and  in  particular,  if  in 
this  equation  the  axes  are  at  right  angles,  then  the  equation  represents  the  rectangular 
hyperbola  referred  to  its  asymptotes  as  axes. 

Tangent,  Normal,  Circle  and  Itaditis  of  Curvature,  ilic. 

20.  There  is  great  convenience  in  using  the  language  and  notation  of  the 
infinitesimal  analysis ;  thus  we  consider  on  a  curve  a  point  with  coordinates  {x,  y), 
and  a  consecutive  point  the  coordinates  of  which  are  {x  +  dx,  y  +  dy),  or  again  a  second 
consecutive  point  with  coordinates  {ic  +  dx  +  ^d'w,  y  +  dy  +  ^d^),  &c. ;  and  in  the  final 
results  the  ratios  of  the  infinitesimals  must  be  replaced  by  differential  coefficients  in 
the  proper   manner;   thus,  if  a.',  y  are   considered   as   given   functions   of    a   parameter  0, 

then   dx,   dy   have    in   fact    the    values   ^-^  d6,   -^  d6,   and   (only   the    ratio    being    really 

material)  they  may  in  the  result  be  replaced  by  -j^,  -^.  This  includes  the  case  where 
the  equation  of  the  cui-ve  is  given  in  the  form  y  =  ^  {x) ;  8  is  here  =  x,  and  the 
increments  dx,  dy  are  in  the  result  to  be  replaced  by  1,  j' .  So  also  with  the 
infinitesimals  of  the  higher  orders  d'^x.  Sic 

21.  The  tangent  at  the  point  (x,  y)  is  the  line  through  this  point  and  the 
consecutive  point  (x  +  dx,  y  +  dy) ;  hence,  taking  f ,  i)  as  current  coordinates,  the 
equation  is 

dx  dy    ' 

an  equation  which  is  satisfied  on  writing  therein  ^,  v  ~  (*.  ,'/)  "^r  =(x  +  dx,  y  +  dy). 
The  equation  may  be  written 


(^-^X 


dy 


-S  being  now  the  differential  coefficient  of  y  in  regard  to  x ;   and  this  form  is  applicable 

whether   y    is   given    directly    as    a    function    of    x,    or    in    whatever    way   y    is    in    effect 
given   as   a   function   of   ic:    if  as   before   x,   y   are   given   each   of    them   as    a   function 

of  d,  then   the  value  of  -r-   is 
dx 

form  on  writing  therein  j/n'  'jL'  ^^'^  ^'  ^V  respectively. 

So   again,  when   the   curve   is   given   by  an   equation   m  =  0   between  the  coordinates 

(x,   y),   then   -^   is   obtained   from   the    equation   ^-  +  t-  ^^  =  0.     But    here    it   is    more 
^      ^'  dx  ^  dx     dy  dx 
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elegaat,   using   the   original  form,   to    eliminate    dx,   dy   by   the    formula    -r-  dx  +  ,-  dy; 


we  thus  obtain  the  equation  of  the  tangent  in  the  form 


da. 
dx^^ 


i^l^ 


For  example,  in  the  case  of  the  ellipse  — +  t^  =  1,  the  equation  is 

or  reducing  by  means  of  the  equation  of  the  curve  the  equation  of  the  tangent  is 

The    normal    is    a    line    through    the    point   at    right    angles   to   the    tangent ;    the 
equation  therefore  is 

(^-a;)do;  +  (v~y)dy  =  0, 

where  dee,  dy  are  to  be  replaced  by  their  proportional  values  as  before. 

22.     The    circle    of  curvature    is    the    circle    through    the  point    and    two    consecutive 
points  of  the  curve.     Taking  the  equation  to  be 

Q-ay  +  (n-isy  =  i; 

the  values  of  a,  ^  are  given  by 

_    _  dy  {dx''  +  dy=)  _  o  _  ~dx{da?  +  dy'^) 

dx  dhj  —  dy  d''x '     "  dx  d'y  —  dy  d'x  ' 

.and  we  then  have 

/,.(.-.)'  +  , J, -/3)-,=^3_L^^-^.. 

In   the   case   where   y   is  given   directly  as   a   function   of  x,  then,  writing   for   shortness 

P  =  -f-,  <1^ -ji^'  this  IS  7=  = ^  ,  or,  as  the  equation  is  usually  written,  7  =  ^ £— -  , 

the   radius   of  curvature,  considered   to   be   positive   or   negative   according  as   the   curve 
■  or  convex  to  the  axis  of  x. 


It  may  be  added  that  the  centre  of  curvature  is  the  intersection  of  the  norma! 
by  the  consecutive  normal. 

The  locus  of  the  centre  of  curvature  is  the  evolute.  If  from  the  expressions  of 
a,  ,8  regarded  as  functions  of  x  we  eliminate  x,  we  have  thus  an  equation  between 
-(a,  ^),  which  is  the  equation  of  the  evolute. 
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Polar  Coordinates. 
2H.  The  position  of  a  point  may  be  determined  by  means  of  its  distance  from  a 
fixed  point  and  the  inclination  of  this  distance  to  a  fixed  line  through  the  fixed 
point.  Say  we  have  r  the  distance  from  the  origin,  and  $  the  inclination  of  )•  to  the 
axis  oi  x;  r  and  6  are  then  the  polar  coordinates  of  the  point,  r  the  radius  vector, 
and  d  the  inclination.  These  are  immediately  connected  with  the  Cartesian  coordinates 
X,  y  by  the  formulae  x  =  r  cos  $,  y  =  r  sin  6 ;  and  the  transition  from  either  set  of 
coordinates  to  the  other  can  thus  be  made  without  difficulty.  But  the  use  of  polar 
coordinates  is  very  convenient,  as  well  in  reference  to  certain  classes  of  questions 
relating  to  curves  of  any  kind — for  instance,  in  the  dynamics  of  central  forces — as  in 
relation  to  curves  having  in  regard  to  the  origin  the  symmetry  of  the  regular  polygon 
(curves  such  as  that  represented  by  the  equation  r  =  cos  m$},  and  also  in  regard  to 
the  class  of  curves  called  spirals,  where  the  radius  vector  r  is  given  as  an  algebraical 
or  exponential  function  of  the  inclination  6. 

Trilinear  Ooordinaies. 

24.  Consider  a  fixed  triangle  ABC,  and  (regai-ding  the  sides  as  indefinite  lines) 
suppose  for  a  moment  that  p,  q,  r  denote  the  distances  of  a  point  P  from  the  sides 
BC,  CA,  AB  respectively, — these  distances  being  measured  either  perpendicularly  to  the 
several  sides,  or  each  of  them  in  a  given  direction.  To  fix  the  ideas  each  distance 
may  be  considered  as  positive  for  a  point  inside  the  triangle,  and  the  sign  is  thus 
fixed  for  any  point  whatever.  There  is  then  an  identical  relation  between  p,  q,  r:  if 
a,  b,  c  are  the  lengths  of  the  sides,  and  the  distances  are  measured  perpendicularly 
thereto,  the  relation  is  ap  +  bq  +  cr  =  twice  the  area  of  triangle.  But  taking  x,  y,  z 
proportional  to  p,  q,  r,  or  if  we  please  proportional  to  given  multiples  of  p,  q,  r,  then 
only  the  ratios  of  x,  y,  s  are  determined ;  their  absolute  values  remain  arbitrary.  But 
the  ratios  of  p,  q,  r,  and  consequently  also  the  ratios  of  x,  y,  z  determine,  and  that 
uniquely,  the  point ;  and  it  being  understood  that  only  the  ratios  are  attended  to,  we 
say  that  {x,  y,  z)  are  the  coordinates  of  the  point.  The  equation  of  a  line  has  thus 
the  form  ax  +  by  +  ce  —  0,  and  generally  that  of  a  curve  of  the  jith  oi-der  is  a  homo- 
geneous equation  of  this  order  between  the  coordinates,  (*^x,  y,  s)"  =  0.  The  advantage 
over  Cartesian  coordinates  is  in  the  greater  symmetry  of  the  analytical  forms,  and  in 
the  more  convenient  treatment  of  the  line  infinity  and  of  points  at  infinity.  The  method 
includes  that  of  Cartesian  coordinates,  the  homogeneous  equation  in  x,  y,  z  is,  in  fact,  an 

equation  in  - ,  "  ,  which  two  quantities  may  be  regarded  as  denoting  Cartesian  coordi- 
nates; or,  what  is  the  same  thing,  we  may  in  the  equation  write  z~\.  It  may  be 
added  that,  if  the  trilinear  coordinates  {x,  y,  z)  are  regarded  as  the  Cartesian  coordi- 
nates of  a  point  of  space,  then  the  equation  is  that  of  a  cone  having  the  origin  for 
its  vertex ;  and  conversely  that  such  equation  of  a  cone  may  be  regarded  as  the  equation 
in  trilinear  coordinates   of  a   plane  curve. 

General  Point-Coordinates. — Line-Coordinates. 

25.  All  the  coordinates  considered  thus  far  are  point -coordinates.  More  generally, 
any  two  quantities   (or   the  ratios  of  thi-ee   quantities)  serving  to  determine  the  position 
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of  a  point  in  the  plane  may  be  regarded  as  the  coordinates  of  the  point ;  or,  if 
instead  of  a  single  point  they  determine  a  system  of  two  or  more  points,  then  as  the 
coordinates  of  the  system  of  points.  But,  as  noticed  under  Curve,  [785],  there  are  also 
line-cooi-dinates  serving  to  determine  the  position  of  a  line ;  the  ordinary  case  is  when 
the  line  ia  determined  by  means  of  the  ratios  of  three  quantities  f,  ij,  ?  (coiTelative  to 
the  trilineai'  coordinates  m,  y,  z).  A  linear  equation  ([^4- 6i;  + ci^=0  represents  then  the 
system  of  lines  such  that  the  coordinates  of  each  of  them  satisfy  this  relation,  in  fact, 
all  the  lines  which  pass  through  a  given  point ;  an<l  it  is  thus  regarded  as  the  line- 
equation  of  this  point ;  and  generally  a  homogeneous  equation  (#5?^  '7.  £')"  =  ^  represents 
the  curve  which  is  the  envelope  of  all  the  lines  the  coordinates  of  which  satisfy  this 
equation,  and  it  is  thus  regarded  as  the  line-equation  of  this  curve. 

II.  Solid  Analytical  Geometby  (§§  26^40). 
26.  We  are  here  concerned  with  points  in  Bpace,^the  position  of  a  point  being 
determined  by  its  three  coordinates  x,  y,  z.  M''e  consider  three  coordinate  planes,  at 
right  angles  to  each  other,  dividing  the  whole  of  space  into  eight  portions  called 
octants,  the  coordinates  of  a  point  being  the  perpendicular  distances  of  the  point  from 
the  three  planes  respectively,  each  distance  being  considered  as  positive  or  negative 
according  as  it  lies  on  the  one  or  the  other  side  of  the  plane.  Thus  the  coordinates 
in  the  eight  octants  have  respectively  the  signs 


The   positive   parts   of  the  axes   are   usually   drawn   as   in   fig.  16,   which  represents 
I  point  P,  the  coordinates  of  which  have  the  positive  values  OM,  MN,  NP. 
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27.  It  may  be  remarked,  as  regards  the  delineation  of  such  sohd  figures,  that  if 
we  have  in  space  three  lines  at  right  angles  to  each  other,  say  Oa,  Ob,  Oc,  of  equal 
lengths,  then  it  is  possible  to  project  these  by  parallel  lines  upon  a  plane  in  such 
wise  that  the  projections  Oa',  Ob',  Go'  shall  be  at  given  inclinations  to  each  other,  and 
that  these  lengths  shall  be  to  each  other  in  given  ratios ;  in  particular,  the  two  lines 
Oa',  Oc'  may  be  at  right  angles  to  each  other,  and  their  lengths  equal,  the  direction 
of  Ob',  and  its  proportion  to  the  two  equal  lengths  Oa',  Oc',  being  arbitrary.  It  thus 
appears  that  we  may  as  in  the  figure  draw  Oie,  Oz  at  right  angles  to  each  other,  and 
Oy  in  an  arbitrary  direction ;  and  moreover  represent  the  coordinates  x,  z  on  equal 
scales,  and  the  remaining  coordinate  y  on  an  arbitrary  scale  (which  may  be  that  of 
the  other  two  coordinates  x,  z,  but  is  in  practice  usually  smaller).  The  advantage,  of 
course,  is  that  a  figure  in  o«€  of  the  coordinate  planes  xz  is  represented  in  its  proper 
form  without  distortion  ;  but  it  may  be  in  some  cases  preferable  to  employ  the 
isometrical  projection,  wherein  the  three  axes  are  represented  by  lines  inclined  to  each 
other  at  angles  of  120°,  and  the  scales  for  the  coordinates  are  equal  (fig.  17). 
Fig,  17. 


For  the  delineation  of  a  surface  of  a  tolerably  simple  form,  it  is  frequently 
sufficient  to  draw  (according  to  the  foregoing  projection)  the  sections  by  the  coordi- 
nate   planes ;    and    in    particular,    when    the    surface    is    symmetrical    in   regard    to    the 

Fig.   18. 


coordinate   planes,   it   is    sufiicieut    to    draw   the    quarter-sections    belonging    to    a    single 
octant  of  the   surface ;   thus  fig.  18   is  a  convenient   representation  of  an   octant   of  the 
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wave  surface.  Or  a  surface  may  be  delineated  by  means  of  a  series  of  parallel  sections, 
or  (taking  these  to  be  tbe  sections  by  a  series  of  horizontal  planes)  say  by  a  series 
of  contour  lines.  Of  course,  other  sections  may  be  drawn  or  indicated,  if  necessary. 
For  the  delineation  of  a  curve,  a  convenient  method  is  to  represent,  as  above,  a  series 
of  the  points  P  thereof,  each  point  P  being  accompanied  by  the  ordinate  PW,  which 
serves  to  refer  the  point  to  the  plane  of  xy;  this  is  in  effect  a  representation  of  each 
point  P  of  the  curve,  by  means  of  two  points  P,  N  such  that  the  line  PN  has  a 
fixed  direction.  Both  as  regards  curves  and  surfaces,  the  employment  of  stereographic 
representations  is  very  interesting. 

28.  In  plane  geometry,  reckoning  the  line  as  a  curve  of  the  first  order,  we  have 
only  the  point  and  the  curve.  In  solid  geometry,  reckoning  a  line  as  a  curve  of  the 
first  order,  and  the  plane  as  a  surface  of  the  first  order,  we  have  the  point,  the  curve, 
and  the  surface;  but  the  increase  of  complexity  is  far  greater  than  would  hence  at 
lirst  sight  appear.  In  plane  geometry  a  curve  is  considered  in  connexion  with  lines 
(its  tangents);  but  in  solid  geometry  the  curve  is  considered  in  connexion  with  lines 
and  planes  (its  tangents  and  osculating  planes),  and  the  surface  also  in  connexion  with 
lines  and  planes  (its  tangent  lines  and  tangent  planes);  there  are  surfaces  arising  out 
of  the  line— cones,  skew  surfaces,  developables,  doubly  and  triply  infinite  systems  of 
lines,  and  whole  classes  of  theories  which  have  nothing  analogous  to  them  in  plane 
geometry:  it  is  thus  a  very  small  part  indeed  of  the  subject  which  can  bo  even 
referred  to  in  the  present  article. 

In  the  case  of  a  surface,  we  have  between  the  coordinates  (x,  y,  z)  a  single,  or 
say  a  onefold  relation,  which  can  be  represented  by  a  single  relation  /(x,  y,  s)  =  0; 
or  we  may  consider  the  coordinates  expressed  each  of  them  as  a  given  function  of 
two  variable  parameters  p,  q;  the  form  s=/(^,  y)  is  a  particular  case  of  each  of  these 
modes  of  representation;  in  other  words,  we  have  in  the  first  m<A%  f{x,  y,  z)=z ~f{x,  y), 
and  in  the  second  mode  x=p,  y=q  for  the  expression  of  two  of  the  coordinates  in 
terms  of  the  parameters. 

In  the  case  of  a  curve,  we  have  between  the  coordinates  {x,  y,  z)  a  twofold  relation: 
two  equations  /(a;,  y,  z)  =  0,  <f>(x,  y,  e)  =  0  give  such  a  relation;  i.e.,  the  curve  is  here 
considered  as  the  intersection  of  two  surfaces  (but  the  curve  is  not  always  the  com- 
plete intersection  of  two  surfaces,  and  there  are  hence  difficulties) ;  or,  again,  the 
coordinates  may  be  given  each  of  them  as  a  function  of  a  single  variable  parameter. 
The  form  3/  =  0*',  s  =  ■f-x,  where  two  of  the  coordinates  are  given  in  terms  of  the  third, 
is  a  particular  case  of  each  of  these  modes  of  representation. 

29.  The  remarks  under  plane  geometry  as  to  descriptive  and  metrical  propositions, 
and  as  to  the  non-metrical  character  of  the  method  of  coordinates  when  used  for  the 
proof  of  a  descriptive  proposition,  apply  also  to  solid  geometry;  and  they  might  be 
illustrated  in  like  manner  by  the  instance  of  the  theorem  of  the  radical  centre  of  four 
spheres.  The  proof  is  obtained  from  the  consideration  that  8  and  S'  being  each  of 
them  a  function  of  the  form  a!'  +  y''  + sf  +  aa:  +  by  + cz  +  d,  the  difference  S-S'  is  a 
mere  linear  function  of  the  coordinates,  and  consequently  that  S—S'  =  0  is  the  equation 
of  the  plane  containing  the  circle  of  intersection  of  the  two  spheres  8  =  0  and  8'  =  0. 

C.    XI.  ^2 
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Metrical  Theory. 

30.  The  foundation  in  solid  geometry  of  the  metrical  theory  is,  in  fact,  the  before- 
mentioned  theorem  that,  if  a  iinite  right  Hne  PQ  be  projected  upon  any  other  line 
00'  by  lines  perpendicular  to  00',  then  the  length  of  the  projection  P'Q'  is  equal  to  the 
length  of  PQ  multiplied  by  the  cosine  of  its  inclination  to  P'Q' — or  (in  the  form  in 
which  it  is  now  convenient  to  state  the  theorem)  the  pei^pendicular  distance  P'Q'  of  two 
parallel  planes  is  equal  to  the  inclined  distance  PQ  into  the  cosine  of  the  inclination. 
Hence  also  the  algebraical  sum  of  the  projections  of  the  sides  of  a  closed  polygon 
upon  any  line  is  =  0 ;  or,  reversing  the  signs  of  certain  sides  and  considering  the 
polygon  as  made  up  of  two  broken  lines  each  extending  from  the  same  initial  to  the 
same  terminal  point,  the  sum  of  the  projections  of  the  one  set  of  lines  upon  any 
line  is  equal  to  the  sum  of  the  projections  of  the  other  set  of  lines  upon  the  same 
line.  When  any  of  the  lines  are  at  right  angles  to  the  given  line  (or,  what  is  the 
same  thing,  in  a  plane  at  right  angles  to  the  given  line),  the  projections  of  these 
lines  severally  vanish. 

31.  Consider  the  skew  quadrilateral  QMWP,  the  .sides  QM,  MN,  NP  being 
respectively  parallel  to  the  three  rectangular  axes  Ox,  Oy,  Os;  let  the  lengths  of  these 
sides  be  J,  i),  ^,  and  that  of  the  side  QP  be  =p;  and  let  the  cosines  of  the  inclin- 
ations (or  say  the  cosine- inclinations)  of  p  to  the  three  axes  be  a,  /3,  7 ;  then  pro- 
jecting successively  on  the  three  sides  and  on   QP,  we  have 

and 

whence  p' =  f ^ -I- t?^ -5- ^',  which  is  the  relation  between  a  distance  p  and  its  projections 
^,  17,  ^  upon  three  rectangular  axes.  And  from  the  same  equations  we  obtain  a^  +  ^S^  -|-  7^  =  1 , 
which  is  a  relation  connecting  the  cosine -inclinations  of  a  line  to  three  rectangular  axes. 
Suppose  we  have  through  Q  any  other  line  QT,  and  let  the  cosine-inclinations  of 
this  to  the  axes  be  a',  jS',  7',  and  S  be  its  cosine-inclination  to  QP;  also  let  p  be  the 
length  of  the  projection  of  QP  upon  QT;   then  projecting  on  QT,  we  have 

And  in  the  last  equation  substituting  for  f,  tj,  ^  their  values  pa,  p^,  py,  we  find 

S  =  aa'  +  00'  +  yy', 

which  is  an  expression  for  the  mutual  cosine -inch  nation  of  two  lines,  the  cosine- 
inclinations  of  which  to  the  axes  are  a,  yS,  7  and  a',  ^',  7'  respectively.  We  have  of 
course  a^-f^+7'  =  l,  and  a'^+  $'^ +  '/'"  =  1,  and  hence  also 

l-B'  =  {Cl'  +  0'+rf)  («'=  +  ^'>  +  y'2)  _  (aa'  +  0^'  +  yy'f 

=  W  -  /3'7)=  +  it^  -  7  «)=  +  (a/3'  -  a'^y ; 
so    that   the   sine  of  the   inclination    can   only  be   expressed   as    a    square    root.     These 
formulffi  are  the  foundation  of  spherical  trigonometry. 
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The  Line,  Plane,  and  Sphere. 

32.     The  foregoing  formul£e  give  at  once  the  equations  of  these  loci. 

For  first,  taking  Q  to  be  a  fixed  point,  coordinates  (o,  b,  c)  and  the  cosine- 
inclinations  (a,  0,  y)  to  be  constant,  then  P  will  be  a  point  in  the  line  through  Q 
in  the  direction  thus  detennined ;  or,  taking  (x,  y,  s)  for  its  coordinates,  these  will  be 
the  current  coordinates  of  a  point  in  the  line.  The  values  of  f,  i],  ?  then  are  x  —  a, 
y  —  h,  z~c,  and  we  thus  have 


x~a  _y - 


yS 


-(=P% 


which  (omitting  the  last  equation,  =p)  are  the  equations  of  the  line  through  the 
point  (a,  h,  c),  the  cosine-incli nations  to  the  axes  being  a,  ^,  y,  and  these  quantities 
being  connected  by  the  relation  a" +  &"  +  >/  =  1.  This  equation  may  be  omitted,  and 
then  a,  0,  y,  instead  of  being  equal,  will  only  be  proportional  to  the  cosine -inclinations. 

Using  the  last  equation,  and  writing 

X,  y,  s=a-Vip,    b  +  0p,    0  +  yp, 

these  are  expressions  for  the  current  coordinates  in  terms  of  a  parameter  p,  which  is  in 
fact  the  distance  from  the  fixed  point  (a,  b,  c). 

It  is  easy  to  see  that,  if  the  coordinates  (x,  y,  e)  are  connected  by  any  two 
linear  equations,  these  equations  can  always  be  brought  into  the  foregoing  iorm,  and 
hence  that  the  two  linear  equations  represent  a  line. 

Secondly,  taking  for  greater  simplicity  the  point  Q  to  be  coincident  with  the  origin, 
and  i/,  ^,  y',  p  to  be  constant,  then  p  is  the  perpendicular  distance  of  a  plane  from 
the  origin,  and  a",  0',  y'  are  the  cosine- inclinations  of  this  distance  to  the  axes 
(a'= +  ;S^  +  t''  =  1).  Now  P  is  any  point  in  this  plane;  taking  its  coordinates  to  be 
(x,  y,  z),  then  (f,  17,  i^)  are  ={x,  y,  z),  and  the  foregoing  equation  p^i^^-\- ^'■n  +  'y'K 
becomes 

ti'x-\-^y  +  y'z=p, 

which  is  the  equation  of  the  plane  in  question. 

If,  more  generally,  Q  is  not  coincident  with  the  origin,  then,  taking  its  coordinates 
to  be  (a,  b,  c),  and  writing  pi  instead  of  p,  the  equation  is 

a' {x-a)  +  ^iy  -b)  +  y' (z-c)=p,; 

and  we  thence  have  p,  =  p - {ao^  +  b^' +  cy),  which  is  an  expression  for  the  pei-pendicular 
distance  of  the  point  (a,  b,  c)  from  the  plane  in  question. 

It  is  obvious  that  any  linear  equation  Ax-y  By-i-Cz +I>  =  0  between  the  coordinates 
can  always  be  brought  into  the  foregoing  form,  and  hence  that  such  equation 
represents  a  plane. 

72—2 
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Thirdly,  supposing  Q  to  be  a  fixed  point,  coordinates  (a,  b,  c)  and  the  distance 
QP,  =  p,  to  be  constant,  say  this  is  =  d,  then,  as  before,  the  values  of  f ,  tj,  ^  are 
x  —  a,  y  —  b,  s  —  c,  and  the  equation  f  +  ij'  4-  f^  =  p°  becomes 
(«-«)'  +  (s-6)'  +  (^-»)-.,f, 
which  is  the  equation  of  the  sphere,  coordinates  of  the  centre  =  (a,  h,  c)  and  radius  =  d, 
A  quadric  equation  wherein  the  terms  of  the  second  order  are  !/?  +  ">/-¥  2",  viz. 
an  equation 

x-'  +  jf  +  z^  +  Ax  +  ByA-Cz  +  D^i), 

can  always,  it  is  clear,  be  brought  into  the  foregoing  form ;  and  it  thus  appears  that 
this  is  the  equation  of  a  sphere,  coordinates  of  the  centre  —\A,  —^B,  -^0,  and 
iius  =^{A^  +  B'  +  C)-D. 


Cylinders,  Cones,  Ruled  Surfaces. 

33.  A  singly  infinite  system  of  lines,  or  a  system  of  lines  depending  upon  one 
variable  parameter,  forms  a  surface ;  and  the  equation  of  the  surface  is  obtained  by 
eliminating  the  parameter  between  the  two  equations  of  the  line. 

If  the  lines  all  pass  through  a  given  point,  then  the  surface  is  a  cone ;  and,  in 
particular,  if  the  lines  are  all  parallel  to  a  given  line,  then  the  surface  is  a  cylinder. 

Beginning  with  this  last  case,  suppose  the  lines  are  parallel  to  the  line  a;  =  ms, 
y  =  nz,  the  equations  of  a  line  of  the  system  are  x  =  mz  +  a,  y  —  m  +  b, — where  re,  b 
are  supposed  to  be  functions  of  the  variable  parameter,  or,  what  is  the  same  thing, 
there  is  between  them  a  relation  /(a,  b)=0:  we  have  a  —  x  —  mz,  b  =  y-~m,  and  the 
result  of  the  elimination  of  the  parameter  therefore  is  f{x  ~-  mz,  y  —  m)  =  0,  which  is 
thus  the  general  equation  of  the  cylinder  the  generating  lines  whereof  arc  parallel  to 
the  line  x  =  mz,  y  =  m.  The  equation  of  the  section  by  the  plaoe  z  =  0  is  f{x,  y)  =  0, 
and  conversely  if  the  cylinder  be  determined  by  means  of  its  curve  of  intersection 
with  the  plane  ^  =  0,  then,  taking  the  equation  of  this  curve  to  be  /(«,  y)  =  0,  the 
equation  of  the  cylinder  is  f{x  —  mz,  y-nz)^0.  Thus,  if  the  curve  of  intersection 
be  the  circle  {x  -  of  +  {y-  ^f  =  </,  we  have  {x-7iiz-ay  +  {y-nz~0y^y^  as  the 
equation  of  an  oblique  cylinder  on  this  base,  and  thus  also  (« -  «)■  +  (y  — /3)' =  7=  as 
the  equation  of  the  right  cylinder. 

If  the  lines  all  pass  through  a  given  point  (a,  b,  c),  then  the  equations  of  a  line 
are  x-a  =  a(z  —  o),  y  —  b  =  ^(s  —  c),  where  a,  0  are  functions  of  the  variable  parameter, 
or,    what   is   the   same   thing,   there   exists   between   them   an   equation  f(a,  y9)=0;    the 

elimination  of  the  parameter  gives,  therefore,  /  { --  - ,   ^-^^]  =0;  and  this  equation,  or, 

what  is  the  same  thing,  any  homogeneous  equation  f{x  —  a,  y~b,  s  —  c)  =  0,  or,  taking 
/  to  be  a  rational  and  integral  function  of  the  order  n,  say  (*){x-a,  y  —  h,  z-c)"  =  0, 
ia  the  general  equation  of  the  cone  having  the  point  {a,  b,  c)  for  its  vertex.  Taking  the 
vertex  to  be  at  the  origin,  the  equation  is  (*)(«,  y,  zy^  =  0;  and,  in  particular, 
(*){x,  y,  3)^=0  is  the  equation  of  a  cone  of  the  second  order,  or  quadricone,  having  the 
origin  for  its  vertex. 
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34.  In  the  general  case  of  a  singly  infinite  system  of  lines,  the  locus  ia  a  ruled 
surface  (or  regulus).  If  the  system  be  such  that  a  line  does  not  intersect  the  con- 
secutive line,  then  the  surface  is  a  skew  surface,  or  scroll ;  but  if  it  be  such  that 
each  line  intersects  the  consecutive  line,  then  it  is  a  developable,  or  torse. 

Suppose,  for  instance,  that  the  equations  of  a  line  (depending  on  the  variable 
parameter  S)  are 


;-«!  + 


j  1-? 


then,   eliminating   $,  we    have    —  — i=l"~^'  or  say  - 


=  1,   the   equation   of  a 


quadric  surface,  afterwards  called  the  hyperboloid  of  one  sheet;  this  surface  is  con- 
sequently a  scroll.  It  is  to  be  remarked  that  we  have  upon  the  surface  a  second 
singly  infinite  series  of  lines ;  the  equations  of  a  line  of  this  second  system  (depending 
on  the  variable  parameter  0)  are 


-*  1- 


It   is   easily  shown   that   any  line   of  the   one   system   intersects  every  line  of  the   other 
system. 

Considering  any  curve  (of  double  curvature)  whatever,  the  tangent  lines  of  the 
curve  form  a  singly  infinite  system  of  lines,  each  line  intersecting  the  consecutive  line 
of  the  system, — that  is,  they  form  a  developable,  or  torse;  the  curve  and  torse  are 
thus  inseparably  connected  together,  forming  a  single  geometrical  figure.  A  plane 
through  three  consecutive  points  of  the  curve  (or  osculating  plane  of  the  curve) 
contains  two  consecutive  tangents,  that  is,  two  consecutive  lines  of  the  torse,  and  is 
thus  a  tangent  plane  of  the  torse  along  a  generating  line. 


Transformation  of  Coordinates. 

35.  There  is  no  difficulty  in  changing  the  origin,  and  it  is  for  brevity  assumed 
that  the  origin  remains  unaltered.  We  have,  then,  two  sets  of  rectangular  axes, 
Occ,   Oy,    Oz,   and    Oxi,    Oy^,    Ozi,   the   mutual    cosine-inclinations    being    shown    by   the 


y 

* 

^ 

y3       !       y 

y-i 

«' 

1 

h 

'^" 

p" 

y" 

that    is,  a,  /3,   y    are    the    > 


3 -inclinations   of  Oa:,   to    Ox,    Oy,   Oz;    a',   &',   y    those   of 
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led   by  projection,   as   above   explained.     Each   of  these   equations   is,  in 
than   the   before -mentioned  equation  p  =  a'^  +  ^'ri+y'^,  adapted  to  the 


And   this   diagram   gives   also   the   linear   expressions   of  the   coordinates 
or  («,  y,  s)  of  either  set  in  terms  of  those  of  the  other  set ;   we  thus  have 

.Ti  =  a  a:  +  /3  1/  +  7  a,  a;  =  (w,  +  a'^^i  +  a"z, , 

y,  =  a!x-\-^y  +  y'z,  y  =  &x,  +  ffy,  +  ff'z, , 

Sj  =  a"x+  ^'y  +  y"z,  ^  =  -y^Bi  +  y^j  +  y"a,, 

which  are 
fact,  nothin 
problem  in  hand. 

But  we  have  to  consider  the  relations  between  the  nine  coefficients.  By  what 
precedes,  or  by  the  consideration  that  we  must  have  identically  a?  +  y^  +  :^  =  x^  +  y^  +  z^, 
it  appears  that  these  satisfy  the  relations — 

a?      -\-^       +'f      =\,  a=    H-tt'^    +«"■=     =L 
o.'-     +  /S'=      +  i^ 
a'"    +/3"=     +7"^ 

a'  a"  +  y3'  /3"  +  7'  7"  =  0,  ^7  +  /3Y  +  8"y"  =  0, 

<^'a  +  ;3"j3    +  7^7   =0,  7a  +  7'a'  +  7"a"  =  0, 

aa'+/?^'  +77'  =0,  a0  +  a'0' 

either  set  of  six  equations  being  implied  in  the  other  set. 
It  follows  that  the  square  of  the  determinant 


The   distinction    of    the   two 
then   the   axes   Oxj,  Oy„  Oz^ 


is   =1;    and   hence   that    the  determinant   itself  is 
cases   is   an   important   one :   if  the   determinant   is 

are  such  that  they  can  by  a  rotation  about  0  be  brought  to  coincide  with  Ox,  Oy,  Oz 
respectively ;  if  it  is  =  —  1,  then  they  cannot.  But  in  the  latter  case,  by  measuring 
"^K  3/1.  ^1  in  the  opposite  directions  we  change  the  signs  of  all  the  coefficients  and  so 
make  the  determinant  to  be  =  + 1 ;  hence  this  case  need  alone  be  considered,  and  it 
is  accordingly  assumed  that  the  determinant  is  =  +  1.  This  being  so,  it  is  found  that 
we  have  a  further  set  of  nine  equations,  a  =  /3V'  —  &"y',  &c. ;  that  is,  the  coefficients 
arranged  as  in  the  diagram  have  the  values 




ya    -ya 
/a  -  ya" 

.r-'-f 

j'13-^ir 

fiV  -/SV 

7«'  -y'« 

of    -.'/J 
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36.  It  is  important  to  express  the  nine  coefficients  in  terms  of  three  independent 
quantities.  A  solution  which,  although  unsyrametrical,  is  very  convenient  in  Astronomy 
and  Dynamics  is  to  use  for  the  purpose  the  three  angles  B,  <}),  t  of  fig.  19;  say 
$  =  longitude  of  the  node ;   <p  =  inclination ;   and  t  =  longitude  of  Xj  from  node. 


The  diagram  of  transformation  then  is 


V 

» 

X, 

cos  T  COS  0  -  Kin  T  sin  6  cos  ^ 

cos  T  sin  fl  +  sin  T  cos  e  cos  <^ 

.i„„.„* 

Vi 

-  sin  T  cos  e  ~  cos  T  sin  ^  cos  ^ 

-.i.,™».c„.,c».oos* 

COS  T  sin  0 

«i 

Bin  6  sin  ^ 

-0„..i„* 

COS* 

But  a  more  elegant  solution  (due  to  Rodrigues)  is  that  contained  in  the  diagram 


. 

y 

^ 

Xi 

i  +  \'-,,--»' 

2(X,-.) 

2(X,  +  rt 

Vi 

2{V  +  ,) 

1  -  i-  +  /  -  >■ 

Sif.,-\) 

., 

2(vi-rt 

2  il^r  +  X) 

l~\^-  l^  +  v' 

The   nine   coeflGcients    of   transformation   are    the    nine   functions    of    the    diagram,   each 
divided  by  l+V  +  zi'  +  n^;   the  expressions  contain  as  they  should  do  the  three  arbitrary 
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quantities   X,   ft.,   v\  and   the   identity  x^ -^  y^  +  z^  =  x^  +  y'' -\- z'   can   be   at   once   verified. 
It   may  be  added  that  the  transformation  can  be  expressed  in  the  quaternion  form 

ix,  +jy,  +  fe,  =  (1  +  A)  (ix  +jy  +  kz)  (1  +  A)-, 

where  A  denotes  the  vector  i\+jfj,  +  kv. 

Quadric  Surfaces  (Paraboloids,  Ellipsoid,  Hyperboloids). 

37.  It  appears,  by  a  discussion  of  the  general  equation  of  the  second  order 
(a, ...Ja;,  y,  z,  1)^  =  0,  that  the  proper  quadric  surfaces*  represented  by  such  an  equation 
are  the  following  five  surfaces  in  and  h  positive) : — ■ 


(1) 

z  -^  +  g,  elliptic  paraboloid 

m 

'  °25~S"  ''JpoAolie  parabol 

(8) 

i:+i:+5-  i.eiiiFoid. 

(4)     -^  +  ^ — ^=     1,  hyperboloid  of  one  sheet. 


(5) 


- 1,  hyperboloid  of  two  sheets. 


It    is    at    once    seen    that    these    are    distinct    surfaces ;    and    the    equations  also  show 
very  readily  the  general  form  and  mode  of  generation  of  the  several  surfaces. 


In   the   elliptic   paraboloid   (fig.   20),   the   sections   by  the   planes   of  zx  and   zy   are 
the  parabolas 

2a'  2b' 

Th      mp    pe     1  adn      u  fa           i        nted   by  tl  e  b  n  ral     q  ation  of  th    second      d      ar  (1|  th    p  ir 

of  plai             pla      p          n  IuIhk  a     pe     1  cas     th     t             peat  d   plan      and  (2)     h    co  1  d    g 

apalath        Ind         Th  bt           frmfo         btthjlnd       may  b     pa  ah  1  11  r* 
hype  bol 
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having    the    common    axis    Oz;    and    the    section    by   any  plane    2=ry    paraifel    to    that   of 
jcj  is  the  ellipse 

so   that  the   surface   is  generated   by   a   variable   ellipse   moving   parallel   to   itself  along 
the  parabolas  as  directrices. 

In   the    h}'perboHc   paraboloid    (fig.   "il),   the   sections    by   the   planes   of   zx;   ey   are 
the  I 


having   the   opposite   axes   Oz,   Oz' ;    and   the   section   by  a  plane   3  =  7   parallel   to   that 
of  xy  is  the  hyperbola 


which    has    its    transverse    axis    parallel    to    Ox    or    Oy   according    as    7    is    positive    oi- 
negative.     The   siu-face   is   thus  generated   by   a   variable    hyperbola    moving    parallel    to 


V 

^" 

.?f/ 

)L^ 

^-4 

itself    along   the   parabolas    as   directrices.     The    form    is   best  seen    from   lig.    22,    which 

represents   the   sections   by  planes  parallel    to  the  plane  of  xy,  or   .say  the  contour  linos; 

C.   XI.  73 
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the   continuous   lines  are  the   sections  above  the   plane  of  xif,  and  the   dotted   Hnes  the 
sections  below  this  plane.     The  form  is,  in  fact,  that  of  a  saddle. 

In   the   ellipsoid   (fig.   23),  the   sections   by  the   planes   of  sue,  zy,   and   xy   are   each 
of    them   an    ellipse,   and    the    section    by   any   parallel    plane   is    also   an   ellipse.     The 


surface   may   be   considered  as  generated   by  an   ellipse    moving   parallel   to   itself  along 
two  ellipses  as  directrices. 

In   the   hyperboloid   of   one   sheet   (fig.    24),   the    sections   by   the   planes   of    zx,   zy 
are  the  hyperbolas 

iir      C-        '      b"-      c^ 

having   a   common   conjugate   axis   zOs' ;    the   section   by   the   plane   of  xy,  and   that   by 

Fig.  34. 


any  parallel  plane,   is   an    ellipse;   and   the   surface   may  be   considered   as   generated   by 
a  variable  ellipse  moving  parallel  to  itself  along  the  two  hyperbolas  as  directrices. 


In   the  hyperboloid  of  two  sheets  (fig.  25),  the  sections  by   the  plai 
■  the  hyperbolas 


i  of  zx  and  zy 


',--  =  1,     "--i=l, 
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having   the   common    transverse   axis   zQz  \   the   section   by  any  plane   3=  ±7   parallel  to 
that  of  x\j,  7  being  in  absolute  magnitude  >  c,  is  the  ellipse 


and   the   surface,   consisting   of    two   distinct    portions    or   sheets,    may   be   considered 

Fig.   '17,, 


generated    by 
directrices. 


a    variable    ellipse    moving    parallel    to    itself    along    the     hyperbolas 


The  hyperbolic  paraboloid  is  such  (and  it  is  easy  from  the  figure  to  understand 
how  this  may  be  the  case)  that  there  exist  upon  it  two  singly  infinite  series  of  right 
lines.  The  same  is  the  case  with  the  hyperboloid  of  one  sheet  (ruled  or  skew  hyper- 
boloid,  as  with  reference  to  this  property  it  is  termed).  If  we  imagine  two  equal 
and  parallel  circular  disks,  their  points  connected  by  strings  of  equal  length,  so  that 
these  are  the  generating  lines  of  a  right  circular  cylinder,  then  by  turning  one  of 
the  disks  about  its  centre  through  the  same  angle  in  one  or  the  other  direction, 
the  strings  will  in  each  case  generate  one  and  the  same  hyperboloid,  and  will  in 
regard  to  it  be  the  two  systems  of  lines  on  the  surface,  or  say  the  two  systems  of 
generating  lines ;   and   the  general  configuration  is  the   same  when   instead   of  circles  we 

have  ellipses.     It   has   been   already  shown  analytically  that  the   equation   ^  +  ^  —  ;^  =  1 

is  satisfied  by  each  of  two  pairs  of  linear  relations  between  the  coordinates. 


Curves;   Tangent,  Osculatiiig  Plane,  Curvature,  (£'C. 

38.     It   will   be   convenient   to   consider    the   coordinates   {x,   y,   z)   of  the   point   on 
the   curve   as   given   in   terras   of  a  parameter   d,  so   that   dx,   dy,   dz,  d?x,   &c.,   will   be 

proportional    to    v^  >    JL,     ,a-    jZt,  .  ^^-     ^'^^    o^'y  ^    P^*^    °^  ^^^  analytical  formula;  will 


d6'   dd'   de- 
be  given ;   in  them  |,  1},  ^  are  use 


i  cun'Cnt  coordinates. 
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and  contains  therefore  the  tangent;   itw  equation  is 

1-^,     ^-i/,      ?-^ 

d^  .       dy  ,        dz 
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The   tangent   is   the    linn    through     the    point   (x,   y,   z)   and    the    c<;)nsccutiv<'   point 
(/c-\-dx,  y  +  dy,  z  +  dz);    its  equations  therefore  are 


point    and   two    eonMecutive    points, 
1-0, 


or,  what  is  the  same  thing, 

(^  -  x)  {dyd'z  -  dzd?y)  +  (v-l/)  (d^d'x  -  dxdi'z)  +  (f  -  ^)  (dad^j  -  dyd'x)  =  0. 

The  nornaal  plane  is  the  plane  through  the  point  at  nght  angles  to  the  tangent. 
It  meets  the  osculating  plane  in  a  line  called  the  principal  normal ;  and  drawing 
through  the  point  a  line  at  right  angles  to  the  osculating  plane,  this  is  called  the 
binormal.  We  have  thus  at  the  point  a  set  of  three  rectangular  axes — the  tangent, 
the  principal  normal,  and  the  binormal. 

We  have  through  the  point  and  three  consecutive  points  a  sphere  of  spherical 
curvature, — -the  centre  and  radius  thereof  being  the  centre,  and  radius,  of  spherical 
curvature.  The  sphere  is  met  by  the  osculating  plane  in  the  circle  of  absolute 
curvature, — the  centre  and  radius  thereof  being  the  centre,  and  radius,  of  absolute 
curvature.  The  centre  of  absolute  curvatui'C  is  also  the  intersection  of  the  principal 
normal  hy  the  normal  plane  at  the  consecutive  point. 

Surfaces;    Tangent  Lines  and  Plane,  Curvature,  &c. 
39.     It     will    be    convenient    to    consider    the    surface    as    given    by    an    equation 
f(x,  y,  z)=0   between   the   coordinates;    taking   {x,  y,  z)   for   the   coordinates  of  a  given 
point,    and    {x  +  dx,   y  +  dy,    z-t-dz)    for    those     of    a    consecutive    point,    the     increments 
dw,  dy,  dz  satisfy  the  condition 

but  the  latio  of  two  of  the  increments,  suppose  dx  :  dy,  may  be  regarded  as  arbitrary. 
Only  a  pai-t  of  the  analytical  foimulffi  will  he  given;  in  them  ^,  i/,  f  are  used  as 
current  coordinates. 

We  have  through  the  point  a  singly  infinite  series  of  right  lines,  each  meeting 
the  surface  in  a  consecutive  point,  or  say  having  each  of  them  two-point  intersection 
with  the  surface.  These  lines  lie  all  of  them  in  a  plane  which  is  the  tangent  plane; 
its  equation  is 

as  is  at  once  verified  by  observing  that  this  equation  is  s<itisfied  (irrespectively  of 
the  value  of  dx  -.  dy)  on  writing  thei-ein  |,  ij,  f  =  « +  dx.  y  +  dy,  z  +  dz. 
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The  line  through  bhe  point  at  right  angles  to  the  tangent  plane  is  oalled  the 
normal ;   its  equations  are 

dx  dy  dz 

In  the  series  of  tangent  lines  there  are  in  general  two  (real  or  imaginary)  lines, 
each  of  which  meets  the  surface  in  a  second  consecutive  point,  or  say  it  has  three- 
point  intersection  with  the  surface ;  these  are  called  the  chief- tangents  (Haupt- 
tangenten).  The  tangent-plane  cuts  the  surface  in  a  curve,  having  at  the  point  of 
contact  a  node  (double  point),  the  tangents  to  the  two  branches  being  the  chief-tangents. 

In  the  case  of  a  quadric  surface  the  curve  of  intei*section,  qiia,  curve  of  the 
second  order,  can  only  have  a  no>ie  by  breaking  up  into  a  pair  of  lines ;  that  is, 
every  tangent-plane  meets  the  surface  in  a  pair  of  lines,  or  we  have  on  the  surface 
two  singly  infinite  systems  of  lines;  these  are  real  for  the  hyperbolic  paraboloid  and 
the  hyperboloid  of  one  sheet,  imaginary  in  other  cases. 

At  each  point  of  a  surface  the  chief-tangents  determine  two  directions;  and  passing 
along  one  of  them  to  a  consecutive  point,  and  thence  (without  abrupt  change  of 
direction)  along  the  new  chief-tangent  to  a  consecutive  point,  and  so  on,  we  have  on 
the  surface  a  chief-tangent  curve;  and  there  ai'e,  it  is  clear,  two  singly  infinite  series 
of  such  c\irves.  In  the  case  of  a  quadric  surface,  the  curves  are  the  right  lines  on  the 
surface. 

40.  If  at  the  point  we  draw  in  the  tangent-plane  two  lines  bisecting  the  angles 
between  the  chief-tangents,  these  lines  {which  arc  at  right  angles  to  each  other)  are 
called  the  principal  tangents*.  We  have  thus  at  each  point  of  the  surface  a  set  of 
rectangular  a.xes,  the  normal  and  the  two  principal  tangents. 

Proceeding  from  the  point  along  a  principal  tangent  to  a  consecutive  point  on 
the  surface,  and  thence  (without  abrupt  change  of  direction)  along  the  new  principal 
tangent  to  a  consecutive  point,  and  so  on,  we  have  on  the  surface  a  curve  of  curvature ; 
there  are,  it  is  clear,  two  singly  infinite  sei'ies  of  such  cui'ves,  cutting  each  other  at 
right  angles  at  each  point  of  the  surface. 

Passing  from  the  given  point  in  an  arbitrary  direction  to  a  consecutive  point  on 
the  surface,  the  noimal  at  the  given  point  is  not  intersected  by  the  normal  at  the 
consecutive  point ;  but  passing  to  the  consecutive  point  along  a  curve  of  eurvatui'e 
(or,  what  is  the  same  thing,  along  a  principal  tangent)  the  normal  at  the  given  point 
is  intersected  by  the  normal  at  the  consecutive  point;  we  have  thus  on  the  normal 
two  centres  of  curvature,  and  the  distances  of  these  from  the  point  on  the  surface  are 
the  two  principal  radii  of  curvature  of  the  surface  at  that  point ;  these  are  also  the 
radii  of  curvature  of  the  sections  of  the  surfece  by  planes  through  the  normal  and  the 
two    principal    tangents    respectively;    or    say   they   are   the    I'adii    of   curvature   of   the 

*  The  point  on  the  surface  may  be  such  that  the  directions  of  the  principal  tangents  become  arbitrary  : 
the  point  is  then  an  umbiUcus.  It  is  in  the  text  assumed  that  the  point  on  the  surface  is  not  an 
umbilicus. 
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normal  sections  through  the  two  principal  tangents  respective iy.  Take  at  the  point 
the  axis  of  z  in  the  direction  of  the  normal,  and  those  of  x  and  y  in  the  directions 
of  the  principal  tangents  respectively,  then,  if  the  radii  of  curvature  be  a,  b  (the  signs 
being  such  that  the  coordinates  of  the  two  centres  of  curvature  are  z  =  a  and  z  =  b 
respectively),  the  surface  has  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  point  the  form  of  the 
paraboloid 

and   the   chief-tangents   are   determined   by  the   equation    0  =  ^  +  ^.     The   two   centres 

of  curvature  may  be  on  the  same  side  of  the  point  or  on  opposite  sides ;  in  the 
former  case  a  and  b  have  the  same  sign,  the  paraboloid  is  elliptic,  and  the  chief- 
tangents  are  imaginary;  in  the  latter  ease  a  and  b  have  opposite  signw,  the  para- 
boloid is  hyperbolic,  and  the  chief-tangents  are  real. 

The  norma!  sections  of  the  surface  and  the  paraboloid  by  the  same  plane  have 
the  same  radius  of  curvature ;  and  it  thence  readily  follows  that  the  radius  of  curvature 
of  a  nonnal  section  of  the  surface  by  a  plane  inclined  at  an  angle  0  to  that  of  za: 
is  given  by  the  equation 

1      cas-  6     sin^  d 

r^"  *-■ 

The  section  in  question  is  that  by  a  plane  through  the  normal  and  a  line  in 
the  tangent  plane  inclined  at  an  angle  0  to  the  principal  tangent  along  the  axis 
of  X.  To  complete  the  theory,  consider  the  section  by  a  plane  having  the  same  trace 
upon  the  tangent  plane,  but  inclined  to  the  normal  at  an  angle  (^;  then  it  ia  shown 
without  difficulty  (Meuniei''s  theorem)  that  the  radius  of  curvature  of  this  inclined 
section  of  the  surface  is  =  p  cos  (f>. 
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[From  the  Encyclopcedia  Britannica,  Ninth  Edition,  vol,  xiv,  (1S82),  p.  271.] 

Landbn,  John,  a  distinguished  mathematician  of  the  18th  century,  was  born  at 
Peakirk  near  Peterborough  in  Northamptonshire  in  1719,  and  died  loth  January  1790 
at  Milton  in  the  same  county.  Moat  of  his  time  was  spent  in  the  pursuits  of  active  life, 
but  he  early  showed  a  strong  talent  for  mathematical  study,  which  he  eagerly  cultivated 
in  his  leisure  hours.  In  1762  he  was  appointed  agent  to  the  Earl  Fitzwilliam,  and 
held  that  office  to  within  two  years  of  his  death.  He  lived  a  very  retired  life,  and 
saw  little  or  nothing  of  society  ;  when  he  did  mingle  in  it,  his  dogmatism  and 
pugnacity  caused  him  to  be  generally  shunned.  He  was  first  known  as  a  mathematician 
by  his  essays  in  the  Ladies'  Diary  for  1744.  In  1766  he  was  elected  a  Fellow  of  the 
Royal  Society.  He  was  well  acquainted  and  au  coiirant  with  the  works  of  the  mathe- 
maticians of  his  own  time,  and  has  been  called  the  English  D'Alembert.  In  his 
Discourse  on  the  "Residual  Analysis,"  in  which  he  proposes  to  substitute  for  the  method 
of  fluxions  a  purely  algebraical  method,  he  says,  "  It  is  by  means  of  the  following 
theorem,  viz. 


',  terms) 


,.  (n  terms) 


(where  m  and  n  are  integers),  that  we  are  able  to  perform  all  the  principal  operations 
in  our  said  analysis ;  and  I  am  not  a  little  surprised  that  a  theorem  so  obvious,  and 
of  such  vast  use,  should  so  long  escape  the  notice  of  algebraists."  The  idea  is  of 
course  a  perfectly  legitimate  one,  and  may  be  compared  with  that  of  Lagrange's  Oalcid 
des  Fonctions.  His  memoir  (177.5)  on  the  rotatory  motion  of  a  body  contains  (as  the 
author   was   aware)   conclusions   at   variance   with   those   anived   at    by    D'Alembert   and 
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Euler  in  their  researches  on  the  same  subject.  He  reproduces  and  further  develops 
and  defends  his  own  views  in  Ma  Mathematical  Memoirs,  and  in  his  paper  in  the 
Fhilosopkicat  Transactions  for  1785.  Bub  Landen's  capital  discovery  is  that  of  the 
theorem  known  by  his  name  (obtained  in  its  complete  form  in  the  memoir  of  1775, 
and  reproduced  in  the  first  volume  of  the  Mathematical  Memoirs)  for  the  expression 
of  the  arc  of  an  hyperbola  in  terras  of  two  elliptic  arcs.  To  find  this,  he  integrates 
a  diffei'ential  equation  derived  from  the  equation 


sf: 


t  =  fjx 

interpreting  geometrically  in  an  ingenious  and  elegant  manner  three  integrals  which 
present  themselves.  If  in  the  foregoing  equation  we  write  m  =  \,  g  =  l^,  and  instead 
of  i  consider  the  new  variable  y  =  t -r- {\  —  ¥),  then 


'">V,-^ 


which  is  the  form  known  as  Landen's  transformation  in  the  theory  of  elliptic  functions; 
but  his  investigation  Joes  not  lead  him  to  obtain  the  equivalent  of  the  resulting 
differential  equation 

dv  (1  +k')da:  ,  ,1  —k' 

—=-^--1-.-    .  -     =       -V    -  ...  where  X=,  ---,,, 

Vl-j^M-Xy      \/l  -  .rM  -  &=,f^  1+A^ 

due  it  would  appear  to  Legendre,  and  which  (over  and  above  Landen's  own  beautiful 
result)  gives  importance  to  the  theorem  as  leading  directly  to  the  quadrie  transfonnation 
of  an  elliptic  integral  in  regard  to  the  modulus. 

The  list  of  hie  writings  is  as  follows : — Ladies'  Diuvy,  various  communications, 
1744-_1760;  papers  in  the  FkH.  Trans.,  1754,  1760,  1768,  1771,  1775,  1777,  1785; 
Mathematical  Lucnhrati(ms,  1756;  A  Discourse  coiiceming  the  Residual  Analysis,  1758: 
The  Residual  Analysis,  book  r.,  1764;  Animadversioivt  on  Dr  Stewart's  Method  of  com- 
puting the  Sun's  Distance  from  the  Earth,  1771;   Matliematicai  Memoirs,  1780,  1789. 
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[From  the  Encydoprndia  Britannica,  Ninth  Edition,  vol.  xiv.  (1882),  pp.  764,  765.] 

Locus,  in  Greek  totto?,  a  geometrical  term,  the  invention  of  the  notion  of  which 
is  attributed  to  Plato.  It  occurs  in  such  statements  as  these: — the  locus  of  the  points 
which  are  at  the  same  distance  from  a  fixed  point,  or  of  a  point  which  moves  so  as 
to  be  always  at  the  same  distance  from  a  fixed  point,  is  a  circle ;  conversely  a  circle 
is  the  locus  of  the  points  at  the  same  distance  from  a  fixed  point,  or  of  a  point 
moving  so  as  to  be  always  at  the  same  distance  from  a  fixed  point;  and  so,  in  general, 
a  curve  of  any  given  kind  is  the  locus  of  the  points  which  satisfy,  or  of  a  point 
moving  so  as  always  to  satisfy,  a  given  condition.  The  theory  of  loci  is  thus  identical 
with  that  of  curves ;  and  it  is  in  fact  in  this  very  point  of  view  that  a  curve  is 
considered  in  the  article  Curve,  [785] ;  see  that  article,  and  also  Geometry  (Analytical), 
[790].  It  is  only  necessary  to  add  that  the  notion  of  a  locus  is  useful  as  regards  deter- 
minate problems  or  theorems ;  thus,  to  find  the  centre  of  the  circle  circumscribed  about 
a  given  triangle  ABC,  we  see  that  the  circumscribed  circle  must  pass  through  the  two 
vertices  A,  B,  and  the  locus  of  the  centres  of  the  circles  which  pass  through  those  two 
points  is  the  straight  line  at  right  angles  to  the  side  AB  at  its  mid-point;  similarly  the 
circumscribed  circle  must  pass  through  A,  C,  and  the  locus  of  the  centres  of  the  circles 
through  these  two  points  is  the  line  at  right  angles  to  the  side  AO  at  its  mid-point; 
thus  we  get  the  ordinary  construction,  and  also  the  theorem  that  the  lines  at  right 
angles  to  the  sides,  at  their  raid-points  respectively,  meet  in  a  point.  The  notion  of 
a  locus  applies,  of  course,  not  only  to  plane  but  also  to  solid  geometry.  Here  the  locus 
of  the  points  satisfying  a  single  (or  onefold)  condition  is  a  surface ;  the  locus  of  the 
points  satisfying  two  conditions  (or  a  twofold  condition)  is  a  curve  in  space,  which  is 
in  general  a  twisted  curve  or  curve  of  double  curvature. 
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[From  the  Encyclopedia  Britannica,  Ninth  Edition,  vol.  xvi.  (1883),  pp.  738,  739.] 

MoNGE,  Gaspaed  (1746 — 1818),  a  French  mathematician,  the  inventor  of  descriptive 
geometry,  was  bom  at  Beaune  on  the  10th  &Iay  1746.  He  was  educated  first  at  the 
college  of  the  Oratorians  at  Eeaune,  and  then  in  their  college  at  Lyons, — where,  at 
sixteen,  the  year  after  he  had  been  learning  physics,  he  was  made  a  teacher  of  it. 
Returning  to  Beaune  for  a  vacation,  he  made,  on  a  large  scale,  a  plan  of  the  town, 
inventing  the  methods  of  observation  and  constructing  the  necessary  instruments ;  the 
plan  was  presented  to  the  town,  and  preserved  in  their  library.  An  officer  of  engineers 
seeing  it  wrote  to  recommend  Monge  to  the  commandant  of  the  military  school  at 
M^zieres,  and  he  was  received  as  draftsman  and  pupil  in  the  practical  school  attached 
to  that  institution ;  the  school  itself  was  of  too  aristocratic  a  character  to  allow  of 
his  admission  to  it.  His  manual  skill  was  duly  appreciated;  "I  was  a  thousand  times 
tempted,"  he  said  long  afterwards,  "to  tear  up  my  drawings  in  disgust  at  the  esteem 
in  which  they  were  held,  as  if  I  had  been  good  for  nothing  better."  An  opportunity, 
however,  presented  itself;  being  required  to  work  out  from  data  supplied  to  him  the 
"defilement"  of  a  proposed  fortress  (an  operation  then  only  performed  by  a  long 
arithmetical  process),  Monge,  substituting  for  this  a  geometrical  method,  obtained  the 
result  so  quickly  that  the  commandant  at  first  refused  to  receive  it — the  time  necessary 
for  the  work  had  not  been  taken ;  but  upon  examination  the  value  of  the  discovery 
was  recognized,  and  the  method  was  adopted.  And  Monge,  continuing  his  researches, 
arrived  at  that  general  method  of  the  application  of  geometry  to  the  arts  of  con- 
struction which  is  now  called  descriptive  geometry.  But  such  was  the  system  in  France 
before  the  Revolution  that  the  officers  instructed  in  the  method  were  strictly  forbidden 
to  communicate  it  even  to  those  engi^ed  in  other  branches  of  the  public  service; 
and  it  was  not  until  many  years  afterwards  that  an  account  of  it  was  published.  The 
method  consists,  as  is  well  known,  in  the  use  of  the  two  halves  of  a  sheet  of  paper 
to   represent    say   the    planes    of   xy   and   lez    at    right    angles    to    each   other,   and   the 
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consequent   representation   of  points,  lines,  and   figures   in   space  by  means   of  their  plan 
and  elevation,  placed  in  a  determinate  relative  position. 

In  1768  Monge  became  professor  of  mathematics,  and  in  1771  professor  of  physics, 
at  M^zi^res;  in  1778  he  married  Madame  Horbon,  a  young  widow  whom  he  had 
previously  defended  in  a  very  spirited  manner  from  an  unfounded  charge;  in  1780  he 
was  appointed  to  a  chair  of  hydraulics  at  the  Lyceum  in  Paris  (held  by  him  together 
with  hia  appointments  at  M^zieres),  and  was  received  as  a  member  of  the  Academy ; 
his  intimate  friendship  with  Berthollet  began  at  this  time.  In  1783,  quitting  M^ziferes, 
he  was,  on  the  death  of  Bezout,  appointed  examiner  of  naval  candidates.  Although 
pressed  by  the  minister  to  prepare  for  them  a  complete  course  of  mathematics,  he 
declined  to  do  so,  on  the  ground  that  it  would  deprive  Madame  Bezout  of  her  only 
income,  arising  from  the  sale  of  the  works  of  her  late  husband ;  ho  wrote,  however 
(1786),  his  TraiU  iUmentaire  de  la  Statique. 

Monge  contributed  (1770 — 1790)  to  the  Memoirs  of  the  Academy  of  Turin,  the 
M4m,(yires  des  Savants  Strangers  of  the  Academy  of  Paris,  the  Mimoires  of  the  same 
Academy,  and  the  Annales  de  Chimie,  various  mathematical  and  physical  papers.  Among 
these  may  be  noticed  the  memoir  "Sur  la  th^orie  des  d^blais  et  des  remblais" 
{Mdm.  de  I'Acad.  de  Paris,  1781),  which,  while  giving  a  remarkably  elegant  investi- 
gation in  regard  to  the  problem  of  earthwork  referred  to  in  the  title,  establishes  in 
connexion  with  it  his  capital  discovery  of  the  curves  of  curvature  of  a  surface.  Euler, 
in  his  paper  on  curvature  in  the  Berlin  Memoirs  for  1760,  had  considered,  not  the 
normals  of  the  surface,  but  the  normals  of  the  plane  sections  through  a  particular 
normal,  so  that  the  question  of  the  intersection  of  successive  normals  of  the  surface 
had  never  presented  itself  to  him.  Monge's  memoir  just  referred  to  gives  the  ordinary 
differential  equation  of  the  curves  of  eur\'ature,  and  establishes  the  general  theory  in 
a  very  satisfactory  manner ;  but  the  application  to  the  interesting  particular  case  of 
the  ellipsoid  was  first  made  by  him  in  a  later  paper  in  1795.  A  memoir  in  the 
volume  for  1783  relates  to  the  production  of  water  by  the  combustion  of  hydrogen ; 
but  Monge's  results  in  this  matter  had  been  anticipated  by  Watts  and  Cavendish. 

In  1792,  on  the  creation  by  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  an  executive  council, 
Monge  accepted  the  office  of  minister  of  the  marine,  but  retained  it  only  until  April 
1793.  When  the  Committee  of  Public  Safety  made  an  appeal  to  the  savants  to  assist 
in  producing  the  matdriel  required  for  the  defence  of  the  republic,  he  applied  himself 
wholly  to  these  operations,  and  distinguished  himself  by  his  indefatigable  activity 
therein ;  he  wrote  at  this  time  his  Description  de,  I'art  de  fohriquer  les  canons,  and 
his  Avis  aux  ouvriers  en  fer  sur  la  fabrication  de  I'aoier.  He  took  a  very  active 
part  in  the  measures  for  the  establishment  of  the  Normal  School  (which  existed  only 
during  the  first  four  months  of  the  year  1795),  and  of  the  School  for  Public  Works, 
afterwards  the  Polytechnic  School,  and  was  at  each  of  them  professor  of  descriptive 
geometry ;  his  methods  in  that  science  were  first  published  in  the  form  in  which  the 
shorthand  writers  took  down  his  lessons  given  at  the  Normal  School  in  1795,  and 
again  in  1798—99.  In  1796  Monge  was  sent  into  Italy  with  Berthollet  and  some 
artists   to   receive   the   pictures   and   statues  levied  from  several  Italian   towns,  and  made 
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there  the  acquaintance  of  General  Bonaparte.  Two  years  afterwards  lie  was  sent  to 
Rome  on  a  political  mission,  which  terminated  in  the  establishment,  under  Massena,  of 
the  shortlived  Roman  republic;  and  he  thence  joined  the  expedition  to  Egypt,  taking 
part  with  his  friend  Bert  hoi  let  as  well  in  various  operations  of  the  war  as  in  the 
scientific  labours  of  the  Egyptian  Institute  of  Sciences  and  Arts;  they  accompanied 
Bonaparte  to  Syria,  and  returned  with  him  in  1798  to  France.  Monge  was  appointed 
president  of  the  Egyptian  commission,  and  he  resumed  his  connexion  with  the  Poly- 
technic School  His  later  mathematical  papers  are  published  (1794 — 1816)  in  the 
Journal  and  the  Correspondance  of  the  Polytechnic  School.  On  the  formation  of  the 
Senate  he  was  appointed  a  member  of  that  body,  with  an  ample  provision  and  the 
title  of  count  of  Pelusium ;  but  on  the  fall  of  Napoleon  he  was  deprived  of  all  his 
honours,  and  even  excluded  from  the  list  of  members  of  the  reconstituted  Institute. 
He  died  at  Paris  on  the  2Sth  July  1818. 

For  further  information  see  B.  Brisson,  Notice  historique  sur  Gaspard  Monge; 
Dupin,  Essai  historique  sur  les  services  et  les  travaux  sdentijiques  de  Gaspard  Monge, 
Paris,  1819,  which  contains  (pp.  162 — 166)  a  list  of  Monge's  memoirs  and  works;  and 
the  biography  by  Arago  ((Euvres,  t.  i[.,  1854). 

Itlonge's  various  mathematical  papers  are  to  a  considerable  extent  reproduced  in 
the  Application  de  I'Analyse  &  la  Giomdtrie,  4th  edition  (last  revised  by  the  author), 
Paris,  1819 — the  pure  text  of  this  is  reproduced  in  the  5th  edition  (revue,  corrig^e  et 
annot^e  par  M.  Liouville),  Paris,  1850,  which  contains  also  Gauss's  Memoir,  "  Disquisition es 
generales  circa  superficies  curvas,"  and  some  valuable  notes  by  the  editor.  The  other 
principal  separate  works  are  Traitd  dlementaire  de  la  Statique,  8*  Edition,  conformde  d, 
la  precddente,  par  M.  Hackette,  et  suivie  d'une  Note  etc.,  par  M.  Gaudty,  Paris,  1846; 
and  the  Giomdtrie  Descriptive  (originating,  as  mentioned  above,  in  the  lessons  given 
at  the  Norma!  School).  The  4th  edition,  published  shortly  after  the  author's  death, 
seems  to  have  been  substantially  the  same  as  the  7th  {Geomeirie  Descriptive,  par 
G.  Monge,  suivie  dJune  tii4orie  des  Ombres  et  de  la  Perspective,  extraite  des  papiers  de 
I'auteur,  par  M.  Brisson,  Paris,  1847). 
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NUMBERS,    PARTITION    OF. 
[From  the  Encydopmlia  Britannim,  Ninth  Edition,  vol.  XVII.  (1884),  p.  614.] 

This    subject,    created    by    Euler,    though    relating    essentially    to    positive    integer 
numbers,   is   scarcely   regarded   as   a   part   of  the   Theory  of  Numbers.      We   consider   in 
It   a   number  as   made   up   by   the   addition    of    other    numbers:    thus   the   partitions   of 
the  successive  numbers  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  &o,,  are  as  follows;— 
1; 

2,  11; 

3,  21,  111; 

4,  31,  22,  211,  mi ; 

5,  41,  32,  311,  221,  2111,  11111; 

6,  51,  42,  411,  33,  321,  3111,  282,  2211,  21111,  111111. 

These  are  formed  each  from  the  preceding  ones;  thus,  to  form  the  partitions  of  6  wo 
take  first  6;  secondly,  5  prefixed  to  each  of  the  partitions  of  1  (that  is,  51).  thirdly 
4  preiiiied  to  each  of  the  partitions  of  2  (that  is,  42,  411);  fourthly,  3  pr'efiied  to 
each  of  the  partitions  of  3  (that  is,  83,  321,  3111);  fifthly,  2  profiled,  not  to  each 
of  the  partitions  of  4,  but  only  to  those  partitions  which  begin  with  a  number  not 
exceeding  2  (that  is,  222,  2211,  21111);  and  lastly,  1  prefixed  to  all  the  partitions  of 
o  which  begin  with  a  number  not  exceeding  1  (that  is,  111111) ;  and  so  in  other  oases. 
The  method  gives  all  the  partitions  of  a  number,  but  we  may  consider  different 
classes  of  partitions:  the  partitions  into  a  given  number  of  parts,  or  into  not  more 
than  a  given  number  of  parts;  or  the  partitions  into  given  parts,  either  with 
repetitions  or  without  repetitions,  &  It  is  possible,  for  an,  particular  class  of  parti- 
tions, to  obtain  methods  more  or  less  easy  for  the  formation  of  the  partitions  either 
of  a  given  number  or  of  the  successive  numbers  1,  2,  3,  &c.  And  of  course  in  any 
case,  having  obtained  the  partitions,  we  can  count  them  and  so  obtain  the  number 
of  partitions. 
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Another  method  is  by  Arbogast's  rule  of  the  last  and  the  last  but  one;  in  fact, 
taking  the  value  of  a  to  be  unity,  and,  understanding  this  letter  in  each  term,  the 
rule  gives  b;  c.  If;  d,  he,  i';  e,  bd,  c",  fr'e,  ¥,  &e.,  which,  if  b,  c,  d,  e,  &c.,  denote 
1,  2,  3,  i,  &C.,  respectively,  are  the  partitions  of  1,  2,  3,  4,  &c.,  respectively. 

An  important  notion  is  that  of  conjugate  partitions.  Thus  a  partition  of  6  is  42 ; 
writing   this   in   the   form   -j  ,  and   summing    the    columns    instead    of  the    lines,   we 

obtain  the  conjugate  partition  2211;  evidently,  starting  from  2211,  the  conjugate 
partition  is  42.  If  we  form  all  the  partitions  of  6  into  not  more  than  three  parts, 
these   are 

6,  51,         42,       33,     411,     321,  222, 

and  the  conjugates  are 

111111,  21111,  2211,  223,  3111,  321,  33, 
where  no  part  is  greater  than  3 ;    and  so,  in  general,  we  have  the   theorem,  the  number 
of  partitions   of   n   into   not   more   than   k   parts   is   equal    to   the   number    of  partitions 
of  n  with  no  part  greater  than  k. 

We  have  for  the  number  of  partitions  an  analytical  theory  depending  on  generating 
functions;  thus  for  the  partitions  of  a  number  n  with  the  parts  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  &c., 
without  repetitions,  writing  down  the  product 

l  +  3i.l  +  (B'.l+a^.l+a^...,  =  l+a!  +  a-'=  +  2ic'+...  +  Nx"  +  ..., 
it  is  clear  that,  if  x',  a?,  xy,...  are  terms  of  the  series  x,  of,  afl,...  for  which 
a  +  ^  +  y  +  ...=n,  then  we  have  in  the  development  of  the  product  a  term  a;",  and 
hence  that,  in  the  term  JVaf"  of  the  product,  the  coefficient  JV  is  equal  to  the  number 
of  partitions  of  n  with  the  parts  1,  2,  3,...,  without  repetitions;  or  say  that  the 
product  is  the  generating  function  (G.  F.)  for  the  number  of  such  partitions.  And  so 
in   other  cases   we   obtain   a  generating   function. 

Thus  for  the  function 

- — ,  =l+x+2a^  +  ...  +Nx"+  ..., 


l-xA-x^.l- 

observing  that  any  factor  1/1— ie'  is  —  1 +a:' +  a?^  +  ...,  we  see  that,  in  the  term  Nx^, 
the  coefficient  is  equal  to  the  number  of  partitions  of  n,  with  the  parts  1,  2,  3,..., 
with  repetitions. 

Introducing  another  letter  z,  and  considering  the  function 

1 +WZ.  I  +  afz.  1 +a?z.. .,  =l+s(w+i^+  ...}  +  ...  +  JVaf's*+ ..., 
we  see  that,  in  the   term   Nx^^   of  the  development,  the  coefficient  if  is  equal  to  the 
number  of  partitions  of  n  into  k  parts,  with  the  parts  1,  2,  3,  4, ...,  without  repetitions. 
And  similarly,  considering  the  function 

i-»..i-i.i-:^Tr.'-'+"'"+'''+->+-+^'^°"^+-- 

we  see  that,  in  the  term  Nx^z''  of  the  development,  the  coefficient  N  is  equal  to  the 
number  of  partitions  of  n  into  k  parts,   with  the  parts  1,  2,  3,  4,  ...,  with  repetitions. 
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We  have  such  analytical  formulfe  as 
1 


-  =  l  + 1-^+ .----[—:.+ ■■■' 


which  lead  to  theorems  in  the  Partition  of  Numbers.     A  remarkable  theorem  is 

1  " X .1  - x\l  - a^ .  I  - iC' ...  ^  1  ~ a^ - x^  +  af  ^x'  - x'^ -ai"  + .... 

where  the  only  terms  are  those  with  an  exponent  ^(S'ii'±n),  and  for  each  such  pair 
of  terms  the  coefficient  is  (-)"!.  The  formula  shows  that,  except  for  numbers  of  the 
form  ^{Sn^  +  n),  the  number  of  partitions  without  repetitions  into  an  odd  number  of 
parts  is  equal  to  the  number  of  partitions  without  repetitions  into  au  even  number 
of  parts,  whereas  for  the  excepted  numbers  these  numbers  differ  by  unity.  Thus  for 
the  number  11,  which  is  not  an  excepted  number,  the  two  sets  of  partitions  are 

11,        821,  731,  641,  632,  542, 
10.1,  92,     S3,     74,     65,     5321, 
in  each  set  6. 

We  have 

1  -  a^.  l  +  ic.  1  +  itM  +  ^ .  1  +  a^ ...  =  1 ; 

or,  as  this  may  be  written, 

l  +  x.l+af.l+X'.l+afi...^^—  ,  =l+x  +  a?  +  a^  +  ..., 

showing  that  a  number  n  can  always  be  made  up,  and  in  one  way  only,  with  the 
parts  1,  2,  4,  8,....  The  product  on  the  left-hand  side  may  be  taken  to  k  terms 
only :    thus  if  k  =  4,  we  have 

1  +a.'.H-a;=.l+a;^.l-l-a.*,  =  Y^'  =  1 +^ +  ^  +  ■■■  + '^'' 

that  is,  any  number  from  1  to  15  can  be  made  up,  and  in  one  way  only,  with  the 
parts  1,  2,  4,  8;  and  similarly  any  number  from  1  to  2*-l  can  be  made  up,  and  in 
one  way  only,  with  the  parts  1.  2,  4, ... ,  2*"'.     A  like  formula  is 

1-a^  l-a?_       l-n?'  1  -_a^  ^    1  -  a^    . 

x.l-o:'  '^l-a^'  x'.l  -af'x^.l  -:f      x*>.l-x' 
that  is, 
x-'+l+a;.x-''+l  +  x'.X-'  +  l+af.x-''+l  +  x''  =  x-'«  +  x-''+...-\-l+a:+...+a^  +  af', 

showing  that  any  number  from  —40  to  +40  can  be  made  up,  and  that  in  one  way  only, 
with  the  parts  1,  3,  9,  27  taken  positively  or  negatively;  and  so  in  general  any  number 
from  -|(3*-1)  to  +i(3*-l)  can  be  made  up,  and  that  in  one  way  only,  with  the 
parts  1,  3,  9,...,  3*"'  taken  positively  or  negatively. 
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795. 

NUMBERS,  THEORY  OF. 

[From  the  EncyclojXBdia  Britannica,  Ninth  Edition,  vol.  XVIi.  (1S84),  pp.  614 — 624.] 

The  Theory  of  Numbers,  or  higher  arithmetic,  othermse  arithmologj,  is  a  subject 
which,  originating  with  Euclid,  has  in  modem  times,  in  the  hands  of  Legendre,  Gauss, 
Lejeune-Dirichlet,  Kummer,  Kronecker,  and  others,  been  developed  into  a  most  extensive 
and  interesting  branch  of  mathematics.  We  distinguish  between  the  ordinary  (or  say 
the  simplex)  theory  and  the  various  complex  theories. 

In  the  ordinary  theory  we  have,  in  the  first  instance,  positive  integer  numbers, 
the  unit  or  unity  1,  and  the  other  numbers  2,  3,  4,  5,  &c.  We  introduce  the  zero  0, 
which  is  a  number  sui  generis,  and  the  negative  numbers  —  I,  ~  2,  —  3,  —  4,  &c„  and 
we  have  thus  the  more  general  notion  of  integer  numbers,  0,  +1,  ±2,  ±3,  &c;  +1 
and  —  1  are  units  or  unities.  The  sum  of  any  two  or  more  numbers  i.s  a  number ; 
conversely,  any  number  is  a  sum  of  two  or  more  parts;  but  even  when  the  parts  are 
positive  a  number  cannot  be,  in  a  determinate  manner,  represented  as  a  sum  of  parts. 
The  product  of  two  or  more  numbers  is  a  number;  but  (disregarding  the  unities  + 1, 
—  1,  which  may  be  introduced  as  factors  at  pleasure)  it  is  not  conversely  true  that 
every  number  is  a  product  of  numbers.  A  number  such  as  2,  3,  5,  7,  11,  &c.,  which 
is  not  a  product  of  numbers,  is  said  to  be  a  prime  number;  and  a  number  which 
is  not  prime  is  said  to  be  composite.  A  number  other  than  zero  is  thus  either 
prime  or  composite ;  and  we  have  the  theorem  that  every  composite  number  is,  in  a 
determinate  way,  a  product  of  prime  factors. 

We  have  complex  theories  in  which  all  the  foregoing  notions  (integer,  unity,  zero, 
prime,  composite)  occur;  that  which  first  presented  itself  was  the  theory  with  the  unit  i 
(1=  =  — 1);  we  have  here  complex  numbers,  a  +  6i,  where  a  and  b  are  in  the  before- 
mentioned  (ordinary)  sense  positive  or  negative  integers,  not  excluding  zero;  we  have 
the  zero  0,  =0-1-0*,  and  the  four  units  1,  —1,  i,  —i.  A  number  other  than  zero  is 
here  either  prime  or  else  composite ;  for  instance,  3,  7,  11,  are  prime  numbers,  and 
5,  =  {2  4- i)  (2  -  i),  9,  =3.3,  13,  =  (3 -l- 2i)  (3  -  2t),  are   composite  numbers  (generally  any 
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positive  real  prime  of  the  form  4m  +  3  is  prime,  but  any  positive  real  prime  of  the 
form  4«  + 1  is  a  sum  of  two  squares,  and  is  thus  composite).  And  disregarding  unit 
factors  we  have,  as  in  the  ordinary  theory,  the  theorem  that  every  composite  number 
is,  in  a  determinate  way,  a  product  of  prime  factors. 

There  is,  in  like  manner,  a  complex  theory  involving  the  cube  roots  of  unity — if 
a  be  an  imaginary  cube  root  of  unity  (a"  +  a  + 1  =  0),  then  the  integers  of  this  theory 
are  a  +  ba  (a  and  b  real  positive  or  negative  integers,  including  zero) ;  a  complex 
theory  with  the  fifth  roots  of  unity — if  a  be  an  imaginary  fifth  root  of  unity 
(a*  +  a*  + a^+a+ 1  =0),  then  the  integers  of  the  theory  are  a  +  ba  +  ca^  +  da?  {a,  b,  c,  d, 
real  positive  or  negative  integers,  including  zero);  and  so  on  for  the  roots  of  the 
orders  7,  11,  13,  17,  19,  In  all  these  theories,  or  at  any  rate  for  the  orders  3,  5,  7 
(see  No.  37,  post),  we  have  the  foregoing  theorem :  disregarding  unit  factors,  a  number 
other  than  zero  is  either  prime  or  composite,  and  every  composite  number  is,  in  a 
determinate  way,  a  product  of  prime  factors.  But  coming  to  the  23rd  roots  of  unity 
the  theorem  ceases  to  be  true.  Observe  that  it  is  a  particular  case  of  the  theorem 
that,  if  iV"  be  a  prime  number,  any  integer  power  of  N  has  for  factors  only  the  lower 
powers  of  N, — for  instance,  N'  =  N.N'^;  there  is  no  other  decomposition  N^^AB. 
This  is  obviously  true  in  the  ordinary  theory,  and  it  is  true  in  the  complex  theories 
preceding  those  for  the  3rd,  ^th,  and  7th  roots  of  unity,  and  probably  in  those  for 
the  other  roots  preceding  the  23rd  roots,  but  it  is  not  true  in  the  theory  for  the 
23rd  roots  of  unity.  We  have,  foi  mstance,  47,  a  number  not  decomposable  into  factors, 
but  47^  =AB,  is  a  product  of  two  numbers  each  of  the  form  a+ba+  ...  +/c2^  (a  a 
23rd  root).  The  theorem  recovers  its  validity  by  the  introduction  into  the  theory  of 
Kummer's  notion  of  an  ideal  number. 

The  complex  theories  above  referred  to  would  be  more  accurately  described  as 
theories  for  the  complex  numbers  involviug  the  periods  of  the  roots  of  unity:  the 
units  are  the  roots  either  of  the  equation  x^-'  +  a^-"^  +...4-a:+l=0  (p  a  prime  number) 

or  of  any  equation  a:  "  +...±1=0  belonging  to  a  factor  of  the  function  of  the 
order  j)  —  1 :  in  particular,  this  may  be  the  quadric  equation  for  the  periods  each  of 
^(p-l)  roots;  they  are  the  theories  which  were  first  and  have  been  most  completely 
considered,  and  which  led  to  the  notion  of  an  ideal  number.  But  a  yet  higher 
generalization  which  has  been  made  is  to  consider  the  complex  theory,  the  units 
whereof  are  the  roots  of  any  given  irreducible  equation  which  has  integer  numbers 
for  its  coefRcients. 

There  is  another  complex  theory  the  relation  of  which  to  the  foregoing  is  not 
very  obvious,  viz.  Galois's  theory  of  the  numbers  composed  with  the  imaginary  roots 
of  an  irreducible  congruence,  F{x)  =  ^  (modulus  a  prime  number  p) ;  the  nature  of 
this  will  be  indicated  in  the  sequel. 

In  any  theory,  ordinary  or  complex,  we  have  a  fiist  part,  which  has  been  termed 
(but  the  name  seems  hardly  wide  enough)  the  theory  of  congruences;  a  second  part, 
the  theory  of  homogeneous  forms :  this  includes  in  particular  the  theory  of  the  binary 
quadratic  forms  (a,  b,  c){x,  yf\  and  a  third  part,  comprising  those  miscellaneous 
investigations  which  do  not  come  properly  under  either  of  the  foregoing  heads. 

C.  XI.  75 


Hosted  by 


Google 


594  NUMBERS.  [V95 

Ordinary  Theory,  First  Part. 

1.  We  are  concerned  with  the  integer  numbers  0,  +1,  +2,  +  3,  &c.,  or  in  the 
first  place  with  the  positive  integer  numbers  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  &c.  Some  of  these, 
1,  2,  3,  5,  7,  &c.,  are  prime,  others,  4,  =2^,  6,  =2.3,  &c.,  are  composite;  and  we  have 
the  fundamental  theorem  that  a  composite  number  is  expressible,  and  that  in  one  way 
only,  as  a  product  of  prime  factors,  N  =  a'^h^C . . .  (a,  b,  c,  ...  primes  other  than  1; 
a,  ;8,  7, . . .  positive  integers). 

Gauss  makes  ■  the  proof  to  depend  on  the  following  steps :  (i)  the  product  of  two 
numbers  each  smaller  than  a  given  prime  number  is  nut  divisible  by  this  number; 
(ii)  if  neither  of  two  numbers  is  divisible  by  a  given  prime  number  the  product  is 
not  so  divisible;  (iii)  the  like  as  regards  three  or  more  numbers;  (iv)  a  composite 
number  cannot  be  resolved  into  factors  in  more  than  one  way. 

2.  Proofs  will  in  general  be  only  indicated  or  be  altogether  omitted,  but,  as  a 
specimen  of  the  reasoning  in  regard  to  whole  numbers,  the  proofs  of  these  funda- 
mental propositions  are  given  at  length,  (i)  Let  p  be  the  prime  number,  a,  a  number 
less  than  p,  and  if  possible  let  there  be  a  number  b  less  than  p,  and  such  that  ah 
is  divisible  by  ^;  it  is  further  assumed  that  b  is  the  only  number,  or,  if  there  is 
more  than  one,  then  that  b  is  the  least  number  having  the  property  in  question ; 
b  is  greater  than  1,  for  a  being  less  than  p  is  not  divisible  by  p.  Now  ^  as  a 
prime  number  is  not  divisible  by  b,  but  nmst  lie  between  two  consecutive  multiples 
Tftb  and  (m  + 1)  6  of  h.  Hence,  ab  being  divisible  by  p,  mab  is  also  divisible  by  p ; 
moreover,  ap  is  divisible  by  p,  and  hence  the  difference  of  these  numbers,  =a{p  —  mb), 
must  also  be  divisible  by  p,  or,  writing  p  —  mh'^b',  we  have  ab'  divisible  hyp,  where 
b'  is  less  than  6 ;  so  that  b  is  not  the  least  number  for  which  ab  is  divisible  by  p. 
(ii)  If  a  and  b  arc  neither  of  them  divisible  by  p,  then  a  divided  by  p  leaves  a 
remainder  a  which  is  less  than  p,  say  wo  have  a^mp  +  a;  and  similarly  b  divided 
by  p  leaves  a  remainder  /S  which  is  less  than  p,  say  we  have  b  —  iip  +  S ;   then 

ab  =  (mp  +  a)  (np  +  ^),     =  (miip  +  na  +  myS)  p  +  a0, 

and  a0  is  not  divisible  by  p,  therefore  ab  is  not  divisible  by  p.  (iii)  The  like  proof 
applies  to  the  product  of  three  or  more  factors  a,  b.  c,  ...  (iv)  Suppose  that  the 
number  N,  =a''b^cf ...  {a,  b,  c, ...  prime  numbers  other  than  1),  is  decomposable  in 
some  other  way  into  prime  factors ;  we  can  have  no  prime  factor  p,  other  than 
a,  b,  c, ...,  for  no  such  uumber  can  divide  a'^b^c'* ...;  and  we  must  have  each  of  the 
numbers  a,  6,  c, ...,  for  if  any  one  of  them,  suppose  a,  were  wanting,  the  number  N 
would  not  be  divisible  by  a.  Hence  the  new  decomposition  if  it  exists  must  be  a 
decomposition  N  =  a''b^'c''' ... ;  and  here,  if  any  two  corresponding  indices,  say  a,  a',  are 
different  from  each  other,  then  one  of  them,  suppose  a.',  is  the  greater,  and  we  have 
N-^p'^^b^cy ...  =a'^'~''b^'c'f' ...  That  is,  we  have  the  number  N-i-p"^  expressed  in  two 
different  ways  as  a  product,  the  number  a  being  a  fiictor  in  the  one  case,  but  not  a 
factor  in  the  other  case.  Thus  the  two  exponents  cannot  be  unequal,  that  is,  we 
must  have  a  =  a',  and  similarly  we  have  0  =  0',  'y  =  y',  ...  ;  that  is,  there  is  only  the 
original  decomposition  N—a'b^c''... 
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3.  The  only  numbers  divisible  by  a  number  i\'"  =  «''&^ci' ...  are  the  numbere 
a-'J^'c^' ,..,  where  each  exponent  a'  is  equal  to  or  greater  than  the  coiTesponding 
exponent  a.  And  conversely  the  only  numbers  which  divide  iV  are  those  of  the  form 
a''b^'c'^ ...,  where  each  index  a'  is  at  most  equal  to  the  corresponding  index  a;  and 
in  particular  each  or  any  of  the  indices  a'  may  be  =  0.  Again,  the  least  common 
multiple  of  two  numbers  iV  =  a'6*c'' . . .  and  If'  ^a'b^'ct' ...  is  a''"¥"cy" ....  where  each 
index  a"  is  equal  to  the  largest  of  the  corresponding  indices  a,  «'; — observe  that  any 
one  or  more  of  the  indices  a,  ,3,  y,...,  a',  0',  7',..,,  may  be  =0,  so  that  the  theorem 
extends  to  the  case  where  either  of  the  numbers  iV",  iV"',  has  prime  factors  which  are 
not  factors  of  the  other  number.  And  so  the  greatest  common  measure  of  two 
numbers  N-a'-Uci ...  and  N'  =  a'^'h^'c''' ...  is  a''"Wc''"  ...,  where  each  index  a"  is  equal 
to  the  least  of  the  corresponding  indices  a  and  a'. 

4.  The   divisors   of  N^ci'l/c' ...   are  the  several  terms  of  the  product 

(1  +  a  +  . . .  +  a-)  (1  +  6  +  . . .  +  6«)  (1+  c  +  . . .  +  cy), 

where   unity   and   the   number   N  itself  are  reckoned  each  of  them  as  a  divisor.     Hence 
the  number  of  divisors  is  =(a+ l)(/S  +  l)(y+l)  ...,  and  the  sum  of  the  divisors  is 

_  («-+'  -  1)  (S^+'-lXc+t-l)... 


(«-l)(6-l)(c~l)...         ■ 
5.     In   N ^a'b^cy ...  the  number  of  integers  less  than  N  and  prime  to  it  is 

*m=ir(i-i)(i-i)(i-i)... 

To  find  the  numbers  in  question  write  down  the  series  of  numbers  1,  2,  3,...,  N ; 
strike  out  all  the  numbers  divisible  by  a,  theu  those  divisible  by  b,  then  those  divisible 
by  c,  and  so  on ;  there  will  remain  only  the  numbers  prime  to  jV.  For  actually 
finding  the  numbers  we  may  of  course  in  striking  out  those  divisible  by  b  disregard 
the  numbers  already  struck  out  as  divisible  by  a,  and  in  striking  out  with  respect  to 
c  disregard  the  numbers  already  struck  out  as  divisible  by  a  or  b,  and  so  on ;  but 
in  order  to  count  the  remaining  numbers  it  is  more  convenient  to  ignore  the  previous 
strikinga  out.     Suppose,  for   a   moment,  there   are   only  two   prime  factors   a  and  b,  then 

the  number  of  terms  struck  out  as  divisible  by  a  is  =N .-,  and  the  number  of 
terms  struck  out  as  divisible  by  6  is  =N.j-\  but  then  each  term  divisible  by  ab  will 
have   been  twice   struck   out;    the   number   of  these   is   =N.  -j ,   and   thus    the    number 

of    the    remaining    terms    is    N  (l a  +  "fc)  '    '^'^'^°^    ^'^    ^ '^  V' ~  a}v'~  b)  '      ^^ 

treating  in  like  manner  the  case  of  three  or  more  prime  factors  a,  b,  c, ...  we  arrive  at  the 
theorem.     The  formula  gives  .^(1)  =  1  viz.  when  A''  =  l,  there  is  no  factor  1 ; 


and  it    is    necessary   to    consider   ^(1)   as    being    =1.     The    explanation    is   that   <^{N) 

75—2 
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properly  denotes  the  number  of  integers  not  greater  than  iV"  and  prime  to  it;  so  that, 
when  N=l,  we  have  1  an  integer  not  greater  than  iV"  and  prime  to  it;  but  in  every 
other  case  the  two  definitions  agree, 

6.  If  JV",  JST',  are  numbers  prime  to  each  other,  then  i^  (NN'')  =  0  (N)  if>  {JV'),  and 
so  also  for  any  number  of  numbers  having  no  common  divisor;    in  particular, 

^(«-^.r  ...)  =  .^(a")0(6P)*(cv) ... ;   0(a")  =  «-  (l  -  ^)  ■ 

and  the  theorem  is  at  once  verified.  We  have  N  =  '2tf>  (N''),  where  the  summation 
extends  to  all  the  divisors  N'  of  N,  unity  and  the  number  JV  itself  being  included ;  thus 
15  =  0(15) +  ^(5) +  0(3)+ 0(1),  =8+4+2  +  1. 

7.  The  prime  factor  of  the  binomial  function  ic^— 1  is 

(fl^^-l)(3^/'"-l)... 

"(a^Jf/»_l)(;c*'«'-l)...' 

a  rational  and  integral  function  of  the  degree  <p(N);  say  this  is  called  [x''^~\],  and 
we  have  a-"''  —  1  =  II  [x^  —  1],  where  the  product  extends  to  all  the  divisors  N'  of  JV, 
unity  and  the  number  iV  included.     For  instance 

and  we  have 

a^'  -  1  =  [3?=  -  1]  [a^  -  1]  [a;"  -  1]  [ic  -  1], 

8.  Congruence  to  a  given  modulus.  A  number  x  is  congruent  to  0,  to  the 
modulus  JV,  a:  =  0  (mod.  iV),  when  x  is  divisible  by  JV;  two  numbers  x,  y  are  congruent 
to  the  modulus  N,  x  =  y  (mod.  N),  when  their  difference  os  —  y  divides  by  JV,  or,  what  is 
the  same  thing,  if  a^— »/ =  0  (mod.  J\^).  Observe  that,  if  xy  ^  0 {moA.  N),  and  x  be  prime 
to  JV,  then  y^O (mod.  JV). 

9.  Residues  to  a  given  modulus.  For  a  given  modulus  JV  we  can  always  find, 
and  that  in  an  infinity  of  ways,  a  set  of  JV  numbers,  say  JV  residues,  such  that  every 
number  whatever  is,  to  the  modulus  JV,  congruent  to  one  and  only  one  of  these 
residues.  For  instance,  the  residues  may  be  0,  1,  2,  3,...,  JV— 1  (the  residue  of  a 
given  number  is  here  simply  the  positive  remainder  of  the  number  when  divided  by 
JV) ;    or,  JV  being  odd,  the  system  may  be 

0,  ±1,  ±2,...,  ±|(JV-1), 
and  JV  even, 

0,  +1,  ±2,...,  +i(JV-2),  +iJV. 

10.  Prime  residues  to  a  given  modulus.  Considering  only  the  numbers  which  are 
prime  to  a  given  modulus  JV,  we  have  here  a  set  of  0  (JV)  numbers,  say  0(iV)  prime 
residues,  such    that   every   number    prime    to   JV   is,   to    the    modulus   JV,   congruent    to 
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one  and  only  one  of  these  prime  residues.  For  instance,  the  prime  residues  may  be 
the  numbers  less  than  N  and  prime  to  it.  In  particular,  if  .Zf  is  a  prime  number  p, 
then  the  residues  may  be  the^  — 1  numbers,  1,  2,  S,  ...,p  — 1. 

In  all  that  follows,  the  letter  p,  in  the  absence  of  any  statement  to  the  contrary, 
will  be  used  to  denote  an  odd  prime  other  than  unity.  A  theorem  for  p  may  hold 
good  for  the  even  prime  2,  but  it  is  in  general  easy  to  see  whether  this  is  so  or  not. 

11.  Format's  theorem,  i*""^— 1=0  (mod. p).  The  generalized  theorem  is  ar*!^— 1  =  0 
(mod.  N).  The  proof  of  the  generalized  theorem  is  as  easy  as  that  of  the  original 
theorem.  Consider  the  series  of  the  'f>(N')  numbers  a,  b,  c, ...,  each  less  than  N  and 
prime  to  it;  let  x  be  any  number  prime  to  iV,  then  eaeh  of  the  numbers  asa,  xb,  xc,..., 
is  prime  to  N,  and  no  two  of  them  are  congruent  to  the  modulus  N,  that  is,  we 
cannot  have  x{a  —  b)^Q  (mod,  N) ;  in  fact,  x  is  prime  to  N,  and  the  difference  a~h 
of  two  positive  numbers  eaeh  less  than  K  will  be  less  than  iV".  Hence  the  numbers 
xa,  xb,  xc,...,  are  in  a  different  order  congruent  to  the  numbers  a,  b,  c, ... ;  and 
multiplying  together  the  numbers  of  each  set  we  have  ar*W  a6c  ,,,  =a&c  ...  (mod.  JT),  or, 
since  a,  b,  c, ...,  are  each  prime  to  iV",  and  therefore  also  the  product  abc ...  is  prime 
to  N,  we  have  ^'^*  =  1,  or  say  *■*  1^' —  1  =  0  (mod.  JV). 

In  particular,  if  if  be  a  prime  number  =p,  then  0(jV)  is  =p  - 1,  and  the 
theorem  is  cc^-'  —  1  =  0  (mod.  p),  w  being  now  any  number  not  divisible  by  p. 

12.  The  general  congruence  f  (x)  =  0  {mod.  p).  f{x)  is  written  to  denote  a  rational 
and  integral  function  with  integer  coefficients  which  may  without  loss  of  generality 
be  taken  to  be  each  of  them  less  than  p;  it  is  assumed  that  the  coefficient  A  of  the 
highest  power  of  x  is  not  =0.  If  there  is  for  x  an  integer  value  a  such  that 
/((t)  =  0  (mod.  p,  throughout),  then  a  is  said  to  be  a  root  of  the  congruence /(;c)  =  0 ; 
we  may,  it  is  clear,  for  a  substitute  any  value  whatever  a'  '=a  +  kp,  or  say  any  value 
a  which  is  =  ra,  but  such  value  a'  is  considered  not  as  a  different  root  but  as  the  same 
root  of  the  congruence.  We  have  thus  /(a)  =  0;  and  therefore  f{x)=f(x)~f{a), 
=  {x  —  a)fi{x),  where /i  (a;)  is  a  function  of  like  form  with  f{x),  that  is,  with  integer 
coefficients,  but  of  the  next  inferior  order  n—\.  Suppose  there  is  another  root  b  of  the 
congruence,  that  is,  an  integer  value  b  such  that  f{b)  s  0 ;  we  have  then  (h  —  a)f,  (b)  =  0, 
and  b  —  a  is  not  =  0  (for  then  6  would  be  the  same  root  as  a).  Hence  /,  (6)  =  0,  and 
f(x)  =  (x-a}[f^(x)-/^(b)],  ^{x-a)(x-b)f,{x).  where  f^{x)  is  an  integral  function 
such  as  /(ic),  but  of  the  order  w-2;  and  so  on,  that  is,  if  there  exist  n  different 
(non-congruent)  roots  of  the  congruence /(a:)  =  0,  then  f(x}  =  A{a)  —  a)(x—b)...{x  —  k), 
and  the  congruence  may  be  written  A{x-a)(x  —  b)...(x  —  k)^0.  And  this  cannot  be 
satisfied  by  any  other  value  I;  for  if  so  we  should  have  A(l  —  a)(l—b)...(l—k)  =  0, 
that  is,  some  one  of  the  congruences  (l  —  a)^  0,  &c.,  would  have  to  be  satisfied,  and 
I  would  be  the  same  as  one  of  the  roots  a,  6,  c,  ...,  k.  That  is,  a  congruence  of  the 
order  n  cannot  have  more  than  n  roots,  and  if  it  have  precisely  n  roots  a,  b,  c,  ...,  k 
then  the  form  is/ (at)  s^  (a;- a)  («- 6)...  (a;- A:),  =0. 

Observe  that  a  congruence  may  have   equal  roots,  viz.  if  the  form   be 

/ix)^A{x-ay{x-by...,  ^0, 


Hosted  by 


Google 


598  NUMBERS.  [795 

then  the  roots  a,  b,...  are  to  be  counted  a  times,  j8  times,,.,  respectively;  but  clearly 
the  whole  number  of  roots  a  +  ;S+  ...  is  at  most  =«. 

It  is  hardly  necessary  to  remark  that  this  theory  of  a  congruence  of  the  order 
n  is  precisely  analogous  to  that  of  an  equation  of  the  order  m,  when  only  real  roots 
are  attended  to.  The  theory  of  the  imaginary  roots  of  a  congruence  will  be  considered 
further  on  (see  No.  41). 

13.  The  linear  congruence  ax  =  c  (mod.  b).  This  is  equivalent  to  the  indeterminate 
equation  ax-\-by  —  c;  if  a  and  b  are  not  prime  to  each  other,  but  have  a  greatest 
common  measure  q,  this  must  also  divide  c ;  supposing  the  division  performed,  the 
equation  becomes  a'x  +  b'y  =  c',  where  a'  and  b'  are  prime  to  each  other,  or,  what  is  the 
same  thing,  we  have  the  congruence  a'x  =  c'  (mod.  h').  This  can  always  be  solved,  for, 
if  we  consider  the  h'  numbers  0,  1,  2,  ...,  b' —\,  one  and  only  one  of  these  will  be 
=c'(mod.  i').  Multiplying  these  by  any  number  a'  prime  to  6',  and  taking  the  remainders 
in    regard    to    b',    we    reproduce    in    a    different    order    the    same    series    of    numbers 

0,  1,  2,...,  b'  —  \;  that  is,  in  the  series  a',  2tt',  ...,  (6'  — l)ra'  there  will  be  one  and 
only  one  term  =  c'  (mod.  b'),  or,  calling  the  term  in  question  a,  we  have  a:  = «  as 
the  solution  of  the  congruence  a'x  =  c'  (mod.  h') ;  a'a  —  c'  is  then  a  multiple  of  b',  say 
it  is  =  —  b'^,  and  the  corresponding  value  of  y  is  y=^.  We  may  for  a  write  a  +  mb', 
m  being  any  positive  or  negative  integer,  not  excluding  zero  (but,  as  already  remarked, 
this  is  not  considered  as  a  distinct  solution  of  the  congruence) ;  the  corresponding  value 
of  y  is   clearly  =  /3  —  ma,'. 

The  value  of  x  can  be  found  by  a  process  similar  to  that  for  finding  the  greatest 
common  measure  of  the  two  numbers  a'  and  c' ;  this  is  what  is  really  done  in  the 
apparently  tentative  process  which  at  once  presents  itself  for  small  numbers,  thus 
6a;  =  9  (mod.  35),  we  have  36a;  =54,  or,  rejecting  multiples  of  35,  icsl9,  or,  if  we  please, 
ic  =  35»«+19. 

In  particular,  we  can  always  find  a  number  ^  such  that  a'^  =  1  (mod.  b') ;  and  we 
have   then   x  =  c'f  as  the   solution   of  the   congruence  a'x  =  c'.     The   value   of   |   may  be 

written   ^  =  —  (mod.  b'),   where   —,    stands    for    that    integer    value    ^   which    satisfies    the 

original  congruence  a'^=l  (mod.  b');  and  the  value  of  x  may  then  be  written  x=—  (mod.  6'). 

Another  solution  of  the  linear  congruence  is  given  in  No.   21. 

14.  Wilson's  theorem,  1  .2  .3  ...p— 1  +  1  =0(mod.^).  It  has  been  seen  that,  for 
any  prime  number  p,  the  congruence  a^~'  —1=0  (mod.  p)  of  the  order  p  —  l  has  the 
p—1  roots  1,  2,  ...,  p  —  l;   we  have  therefore 

^.-._ls(a:^l)(»_2)...(«_j,_l), 
or,  comparing   the   terms   independent  of  le,  it  appears  that  1 . 2 .  3  ...^  — 1  =  —  1,  that  is, 

1 .  2.  3  ...  j3  — 1  +  1  =0(mod.p), — the  required  theorem.  For  instance,  where  p  =  5,  then 
1.2.3.4  +  1  =  0 (mod.  5),  and  where  p  =  7,  then   1.2.3.4.5.6+1  =  0  (mod.  7). 

15.  A  proof  on  wholly  different  principles  may  be  given.  Suppose,  to  fix  the 
ideas,  _p  =  7;   consider  on  a  circle   7  points,  the  summits  of  a  regular  heptagon,  and  join 
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these  in  any  manner  so  as  to  form  a  heptagon ;  the  whole  number  of  heptagons  is 
i. 1.2.3.4.5.  6.  Now  of  these  we  have  ^(7-1),  =3,  which  are  regular  heptagons 
(convex  or  stellated) ;  the  number  of  remaining  heptagons  must  be  divisible  by  7,  for 
with  any  one  such  heptagon  we  connect  the  6  heptagons  which  can  be  obtained  from  it  by 
making  it  rotate  through  successive  angles  of  f360°.  That  is,  ■^.  1.2. 3.4.5. 6-H7-l)  =  0 
(mud.  7),  whence  1.2.3.4.5.6-7  +  lsO,  or  finally  1 .  2.3.  4.  5.6  +  1  sO  (mod.  7).  It 
is  ciear  that  the  proof  appUes  without  alteration  to  the  case  of  any  prime  number  p. 

If  p  is  not  a  prime  number,  then  1 .2.  3  ...p- 1  =0  (mod.  p);  hence  the  theorem 
shows  directly  whether  a  number  p  is  or  is  not  a  prime  number ;  but  it  is  not  of 
any  practical  utility  for  this  purpose. 

16.  Prime  roots  of  a  prime  number — application  to  tho  binomial  equation  3^J'-1=0. 
Take,  for  instance,  p  =  7.     By  what  precedes,  we  have 

and  we  have 

x'~l  =  {x-l)(3:~2)(x-3){x-i){w-5)(ce-G){mod.7); 
whence  also 

(a?-^  +  l)(«?+a,  +  l)(a,+  l)(a,-l)»(»-l)(i-2)(«,-3)(^-4)(i-5)(^-6). 

These  two  decompositions  must  agree  together,  and  we  in  fact  have 

a:=-«+l=(a;-3)(3:-5),     x^  +  x  +  l  =  (a:-2){x-d),     a:  +  l  =  x~6,     x--l=x-l. 

In  particular,  we  thus  have  3,  5,  as  the  roots  of  the  congruence  cc^—x  +  1^0,  that  is, 
[iK*— 1]  =  0,  and  these  roots  3,  5,  are  not  the  roots  of  any  other  of  the  congruences 
[a^  —  1]  =  0,  [a^  —  1]  =  0,  [a:  —  1]  =  0 ;  that  is,  writing  a  =  3  or  5  in  the  series  of  numbers 
a,  a?,  a",  a*,  a",  a",  we  have  a'  as  the  first  term  which  is  =  1  (mod.  7) ;  the  series  in 
fact  are 

3,  9  ,  27  ,  81  ,  243  ,  729      s3,  2,  6,  4,  5,  1, 

5,  25,  125,  625,  3125,  15625  =  5,  4,  6,  2,  3,  1. 

And  so,  in  general,  the  congruence  a^^  —  1  s  0  (mod.  p)  has  the  p  —  \  real  roots 
1,  2,  3,...,^  — 1;  hence  the  congruence  [«?-'  — 1]  s  0,  which  is  of  the  order  (^(p  — l),has 
this  number  ^{p  —  1)  of  real  roots;  and,  calling  any  one  of  these  g,  then  in  the  series 
of  powers  g,  g'',  ^,  ...,  gp~'-,  the  first  term  which  is  =  1  (mod.  p)  is  g*~',  that  is,  we  have 
ff,  S'^  i'^  ■■■>  S'*^'  =  lj  2,  3,  ...,  p  — 1  in  a  different  order.  Any  such  number  g  is  said 
to  be  a  prime  root  of  p,  and  the  number  of  prime  roots  is  0(p  — 1),  the  number  of 
integers  less  than  and  prime  to  p  ~  I. 

The  notion  of  a  prime  root  was  applied  by  "Gauss  to  the  solution  of  the  binomial 
equation  a;"  —  1  =  0,  or,  what  is  the  same  thing,  to  the  question  of  the  division  of 
the  circle  (Kreistheilung),  see  Equation,  Nos.  30  and  31,  [786] ;  and,  as  remarked  in 
the  introduction  to  the  present  article,  the  roots  or  periods  of  roots  of  this  equation 
present   themselves   as   the   units   of  a   complex   theory   in   the   Theory   of  Numbers. 
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17.     Any   number  x   less    than  p   is   =£r"',  and,   if   m   is   not   prime    to   p— 1,   but 
vith  it  a  greatest  common  measure  e,  suppose  7n  =  ke,  p  —  l  —  ef,  then 


that  is,  »/=  1 ;  and  it  is  easily  seen  that  in  the  series  of  powesrs  «,  a^,  ...,!);■'',  we  have 
a/  as  the  first  term  which  is  =  1  (mod.  p).  A  number  =  p™,  where  m  is  not  prime  to 
p~l,  is  thus  not  a  prime  root;  and  it  further  appears  that,  g  being  any  particular 
prime  root,  the  ^(p— 1)  prime  roots  are  =  the  mimbers  ^'",  where  m  is  any  number 
less  than  p  —  1  and  prime  to  it.  Thus  in  the  foregoing  example  p  —  T,  where  the 
prime  roots  were  3  and  5,  the  integers  less  than  6  and  prime  to  it  are  1,  5 ;  and 
we,  in  fact,  have  5  =  3"  and  3  =  5"  (mod.  7). 

18.  Integers  belonging  to  a  given  exponent ;  index  of  a  number.  If,  as  before, 
p  —  l  =  e/,  that  is,  if  _/^  be  a  submultiple  of  p  —  1,  then  any  integer  x  such  that  x^ 
is  the  lowest  power  of  a;  which  is  =  1  (mod.  p)  is  said  to  belong  to  the  exponent  / 
The  number  of  residues,  or  terms  of  the  series  1,  2,  3,  ...,  p  —  l,  which  belong  to  the 
exponent  /  is  4>(f),  the  number  of  integers  less  than  /  and  prime  to  it;  these  are 
the  roots  of  the  congruence  [a/  — 1]  =  0  of  the  order  (f^if)-  It  is  hardly  necessary  to 
reraai'k  that  the  prime  roots  belong  to  the  exponent  p  —  l. 

A  number  xsff™  is  said  to  have  the  index  m;  observe  the  distinction  between 
the  two  terms  exponent  and  index ;  and,  further,  that  the  index  is  dependent  on  the 
selected  prime  root  g. 

19.  Special  forms  of  composite  modulus.  If  instead  of  a  prime  modulus  p  we 
have  a  modulus  p™  which  is  the  power  of  an  odd  prime,  or  a  modulus  2p  or  2p™ 
which  is  twice  an  odd  prime  or  a  power  of  an  odd  prime,  then  there  is  a  theory 
analogous  to  that  of  prime  roots,  viz.  the  numbers  less  than  the  modulus  and  prime 
to  it  are  congiiient  to  successive  powers  of  a  prime  root  g;    thus, 

if  25™  =  3^,  we  have 

2,  4,  8,  16,  32,  64  =  2,  4,  8,  7,  5,  1  (mod.  9), 

and  if  2p™=2  .  3',  we  have 

5,  25,  125,  62.5,  3125,  15625  =  5,  7,  11,  13,  17,  1  (mod.  18). 

As  regards  the  even  prime  2  and  its  powers — for  the  modulus  2  or  4  the  theory  of 
prime  roots  does  not  come  into  existence,  and  for  the  higher  powers  it  is  not 
appUcable ;  thus  with  modulus  =  8  the  numbers  less  than  8  and  prime  to  it  are 
1,  3,  5,  7;    and  wc  have  3'  =  5's7=s]  (mod.  8). 

20.  Composite  modulus  JV"=«''i^ci'...— no  prime  roots — irregularity.  In  the  general 
case  of  a  composite  modulus  it  has  been  seen  that,  if  w  is  any  number  less  than  N 
and  prime  to  it,  then  a^<^*  — 1  =  0  (mod.  iV).  But,  except  in  the  above-mentioned  cases 
J)™,  2j)™,  2  or  4,  there   is   not   any   number   a  such   that   ts*'-*''   is   the   first   power   of  a 

which  is    =  1 ;    there    is    aiways    some    submultiple   i  =  -a'P  i^)    ^'^'^^    t^^**    <*'   i^    ^^^    ^^^^ 
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power  which  is  =  1.  For  instance,  say  JV  =  24,  <^  (N)  =  8,  then  the  numbers  less  than 
24  and  prime  to  it  are  1,  5,  7,  11,  13,  17,  19,  23;    and  we  have 

1'  =  1,    5'  =  7=  =  13=  =  17=  =  19=  s  23=  =  1  (mod.  24), 

that  is,  1  has  the  exponent  1,  but  all  the  other  numbers  have  the  exponent  2.  So 
again  where  N'  —  iS,  the  16  numbei's  less  than  48  and  prime  to  it  have,  1  the 
exponent  1,  and  7,  13,  17,  23,  25,  31,  33,  41,  47  each  the  exponent  2,  and  the 
remaining  numbers  5,  11,  19,  29,  37,  43  each  the  exponent  4.  We  cannot  in  this  case 
by  means  of  any  single  root  or  of  any  two  roots  express  all  the  numbers,  but  we 
can  by  means  of  three  roots,  for  instance,  5,  7,  13,  express  all  the  numbers  less  than 
48  and  prime  to  it;  the  numbers  are  in  fact  =  5"7^13'',  where  a  =  0,  1,  2,  or  3,  and  yS 
and  7  each  =0  or  1, 

Comparing  with  the  theorem  for  a  prime  number  p,  where  the  several  numbers 
1,  2,  3,  ...,^—1,  are  expressed  by  means  of  a  single  prime  root,  =5',  where  o:=0, 1,  2,  ...,p—l, 
we  have  the  analogue  of  a  case  presenting  itself  in  the  theory  of  quadratic  forms, — 
the  "irregularity"  of  a  determinant  {post.  No.  31);  the  difference  is  that  here  (the 
law  being  known,  A'=  a  composite  number)  the  case  is  not  regarded  as  an  irregular 
one,  while  the  irregular  determinants  do  not  present  themselves  according  to  any  apparent 
law. 

21.  Maximum  indicator— application  to  solution  of  a  linear  congruence.  In  the 
case  iV  =  48  it  was  seen  that  the  exponents  were  1,  2,  4,  the  loi-gest  exponent  4  being 
divisible  by  eaeh  of  the  others,  and  this  property  is  a  general  one,  viz.  if  N=a'¥cy... 
in  the  series  of  exponents  (or,  as  Cauchy  calls  them,  indicators)  of  the  number.'; 
less  than  N  and  prime  to  it,  the  largest  exponent  /  is  a  multiple  of  each  of  the 
other  exponents,  and  this  largest  exponent  Cauchy  calls  the  maximum  indicator;  the 
maximum  indicator  /  is  thus  a  submultiple  of  i}>{^),  and  it  is  the  smallest  numbei' 
such  that  for  every  number  x  less  than  N  and  prime  to  it  we  have  ic^  —  1  s  0  (mod,  i\'). 
The  values  of  /  have  been  tabulated  from  ^^"=2   to  1000. 

Reverting  to  the  hncar  congruence  ((ic  =  c  (mod.  b),  where  a  and  b  are  prime  to 
each  other,  then,  if  /  is  the  maximum  indicator  for  the  modulus  b,  we  have  a'  =  1, 
and  hence  it  at  once  appeal's  that  the  solution  of  the  congruence  is  ic  =  ca^~^. 

22.  Residues  of  powers  for  an  odd  prime  modulus.  For  the  modulus  ^,  if  g  be 
a  prime  root,  then  every  number  not  divisible  by  j*  is  =  one  of  the  series  of  numberh 
g,  g',  ...,  g'^^ ;  and,  if  k  be  any  positive  number  prime  to  ^  —  1,  then  raising  each  of 
these  to  the  power  h  we  reproduce  in  a  different  order  the  same  series  of  numbers 
g,  ^,  ...,  ff'^^,  which  numbers  are  in  a  different  order  =1,  2,...,p—l,  that  is,  the 
residue  of  a  kth  power  may  be  any  number  whatever  of  the  series  1,  2,  ...,  p  —  1. 

But,  ii'  k  is  not  prime  to  j)  —  1,  say  their  greatest  common  measure  is  e,  and 
that  we   have  p~  1  =e/,  k  —  me,  then  foi'  any  number  not  divisible   by  p  the  Mb  power 

is  =  one    of   the    series  of/  numbers   g',  g^,  ...,  5^;    there    are    thus    only  f,  =-(p— 1), 

out  of  the  p—1  numbers  1,   2,  3,  ...,  p  —  1,  which  are  residues  of  a  kth  power, 
c.   XI.  76 
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23.  Quadratic  residues  for  an  odd  prime  modulus.  In  particular,  if  k=2,  then 
e  =  2,  /=  ^  (p  —  1),  and  the  square  of  every  number  not  divisible  hy  p  ie  =  one  of  the 
^(p  — 1)  numbers  g^,  g*,  ■  ■  ■ ,  g'''^ ',  that  is,  there  are  only  ^(p—l)  numbers  out  of  the 
series  1,  2,  3,  ...,p  —  l  which  are  residues  of  a  square  number,  or  say  quadratic  residues, 
and  the  remaining  ^(p  —  1)  numbers  are  said  to  be  quadratic  non-rosidues  of  the 
modulus  p, — we  may  say  simply,  residues  and  non-residues.  But  this  result  can  be 
obtained  more  easily  without  the  aid  of  the  theory  of  prime  roots.  Every  number  not 
■divisible  hy  p  is,  to  the  modulus^,  =  one  of  the  series  of  numbers  +1,  +2,  +3, ...,  ±^(p— 1); 
hence  every  square  number  is  =  one  of  the  series  of  numbers  1^  2",  3^  ....  i(p  — 1)°; 
and  thus  the  p  —  1  numbers  1,  2,  3,  ...,  ^-  1,  are  one-half  of  them  residues  and  the 
other  half  non-residues  of  p.  Thus,  in  the  case  p=ll,  every  number  not  divisible  by 
n  is,  to  this  modulus,  =  one  of  the  series  ±1,  +2,  +3,  +4,  +5;  whence  the  square 
of  any  such  number  is  =  one  of  the  series  1.  4,  9,  16,  25,  or  say  the  series  1,  4,  t),  -5,  3: 
that  is,  we  have 

residues  !  1,  .  3,  4,  5,   .     .     .    9,  .    |. 


Calling  as  usual  the  residues  a  and  the  non-residues  h,  we  have  in   this  case 

,V(2&"Sa)=TV{33-22),  =1, 

a  positive  integer ;  this  is  a  property  true  for  any  prime  number  of  the  form  in  +  3, 
but  for  a  prime  number  of  the  form  4n-l-l  wo  have  26  — 2»  =  0:  the  dcmoiistmtion 
belongs  to  a  higher  part  of  the  theory. 

It  is  easily  shown  that  the  product  of  two  residues  or  of  two  non-residues  is  a 
residue;  but  the  product  of  a  residue  and  a  non-residue  is  a  non-residue. 

24.  The  law  of  reciprocity — Legendre's  symbol.  The  question  presents  itself,  given 
that  P  is  a  residue  or  a  no n- residue  of  Q,  can  wc  thence  infer  whether  Q  is  a 
residue  or  a  non-residue  of  P  ?  In  particular,  if  P,  Q,  are  the  odd  primes  p,  q,  for 
instance,  given  that  13  =  fi{l7),  can  we  thence  infer  that  17  =  ii  (13),  or  that 
17  =  -A'^ii(13)  ?  The  answer  is  contained  in  the  following  theorem:  If  p,  q,  are  odd 
primes  each  or  one  of  them  of  the  form  4)*-(-l,  then  p,  q,  are  each  of  them  a  residue 
or  each  of  them  a  non-residue  of  the  other ;  but,  if  p,  q,  are  each  of  them  of  the 
form  4ji+3,  then,  aecording  as  />  is  a  residue  or  a  non-residue  of  q,  we  have  q  a  non- 
residue  or  a  residue  of  p. 

The  theorem  is  conveniently  expressed  by  means  of  Legendre's  symbol,  viz.  p  being 
a   positive   odd   prime,  and   Q   any  positive  or   negative  number  not  divisible  by  p,  then 

(-)  denotes   +1    or   —1,  according  as   Q   is   or   is   not   a   residue   of  p:   if,  as   before,  q 

is  (as  p)  a  positive  odd  prime,  then  the  foregoing  theorem   is 


m-'-^" 
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The    denominator    symbol     may    be    negative,    say    it  is    —p,    we    then    have    as    a 

definition    (        )  =  (     I — obsei-ve    that    ( — j    is   not  =f—  j — and   we    have    further    the 
theorems 

viz.   —  1   is   a   residue   or   a  non-residue   of  p  accordiiio;  as  p=l   or  =3 (mod.  4),  and    2 
is  a    residue    or    a  non-residue   of  p    according    as  ^=1    or    7,  or    =3    or    5  (mod.  8).     If, 

as  definitions,  ( _  i )  =  +  1  '^"d   (■f)=  +  ^'  these  may  be  wi-itten 

(-^)(_^)=(-i)-".»d©(|)=(-i).-. 

Wc  have  also,  what  is  in  fact  a  theorem  given  at  the  end  of  No.  23, 


ifHrnr 


KP    J        \p/\p/ 

The  further  definition  is  sometimes  convenient— 

\p/ 

The    law  of  reciprocity,   as  contained   in    the  theorem 

is   a   ftuidamental   theorem   in   the   whole   theory;    it    was   enunciated   by   Legendre,   but 
first  proved  by  Gauss,  who  gave  no  iess  than  six  demonstrations  of  it. 

25.     Jacobi's    generalized    symbol.      Jacobi    defined    this    as    follows;     The    symbol 

{ ^ V  where  p,  v',  p",...   are   positive  odd  primes   equal  or  unequal,  and  Q  is  any 

\±pp'p"..J 

positive   or  negative  odd  number  prime  to  pp'p"...,  denotes  +1  or  —1   according  to  the 

definition 

\±PPP  •■■}      \pl\fl  \P  I 
the   symbols  on   the   right-hand  side  being  Legendre's  symbols.     But  the  definition  may 
be   regarded   as   extending  to  the  case   where  Q  is  not  prime  to  pp'p"...:   then   wc  have 
Q   divisible  by  some    factor  p,    and    by    the    definition  of  Legendre's  symbol    in  this  ease 

we   have   ( -  j  =  0 ;    hence   in   the   case   in   question   of    Q   not   being   prime   to   pp'p". . . . 
the  value  of  Jacobi's  symbol  is  =  0. 

Wc  may  further  extend  the  definition  oi'  the  symbol  to  the  case  where  the 
numerator  and  the  denominator  of  the  symbol  are  both  or  one  of  them  even,  and 
present   the   definition   in    the  most  general   form,  as   follows:   suppose   that  p,  p',  p",... 

76—2 
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being  positive  or  negative  even  or  odd  primes,  equal  or  unequal,  and  similarly 
'/'  4<  s".  ■■■    being  positive   or   negative  even   or  odd  primes,  equal  or   unequal,  we  have 

P^pp'p"...  and  Q  =  qq'q"...,  then  the  symbol  f-r^j  will  denote  +1,  -1,  or  0,  according 
to   the    definition 

the  symbols  on  the  right-hand  being  Legendre's  symbo!s.  If  P  and  Q  are  not  prime 
to  each  other,  then  for  some  pair  of  factors  p  and  q  we  bave  p  =  ±q,  and  the  corre- 
sponding Legendrian  symbol  (-J  is  =  0,  whence  in  this  case  f-^j  =  0. 

It   is    important   to   remark   that   |  p]  =  + 1    is   not    a   sufficient   condition    in    order 

that  Q  may  be  a  residue  of  P;  if  F  -'2'pp'p".,. ,  p,  p',  p",...  being  positive  odd 
primes,  then,  in  order  that  Q  may  be  a  residue  of  P,  it  must  be  a  residue  of  each 
of  the  prime  factors  p,  p',  p",...,  that  is,  we  must  have 

as  many  equations  as  there  are  unequal  factors  p,  p',  p",...   of  the  modulus  P. 

Ordinary/  Theory,  Second  Part, — Theory  of  Forms. 

26.     Binary    quadi-atic     {or     quadric)     forms — transformation     and     equivalence.      We 
consider  a  form 

aa?  +  thxy  +  ci/^   =  («,  6,  c)  («,  yf, 

or  when,  as  usual,  only  the  coefficients  are  attended  to,  =  («,  6,  c).  The  coefficients 
{a,  b,  c)  and  the  variables  (x,  y)  are  taken  to  be  positive  or  negative  integers,  not 
excluding  zero.  The  discriminant  ac  —  if  taken  negatively,  that  is,  b^  —  ac,  is  said  to  be 
the  determinant  of  the  form :  and  we  thus  distinguish  between  forms  of  a  positive 
and  of  a  negative  determinant. 

Considering  new  variables,  ax  +  ^y,  7*  + 5?/,  where  a,  0,  y,  B,  are  positive  or  negative 
integers,  not  excluding  zero,  we  have  identically 

{a.  b,  c) {ax  +  0y,  yx  +  Byf  =  {a.  b',  c') {x,  yf, 
where 

a'  =  {a,  h,  c)  (a,  7)=,  =  aa^  +  ^bay  +  07=, 

h'  =  {«,  b,  c)  (a,  7)  (y3,  8),   =  cw^  + 1  (a8  +  0y)  +  cy&, 

c  =  (a,  b,  c)  (B,  By,  =  «^  +  26/3S  +  cS= ; 

and  thence 

b-'  -  a'c'  =  (aB  -  0yf  (¥  -  ac). 

The   form   (a,  b',   c')   is   in  this   case   said   to   be   contained   in   the   form   (a,   b,   c); 
and   a   condition   for   this   is   obviously  that   the   determinant   D'   of  the   contained   form 
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■shall  be  equal  to  the  determinant  B  of  the  containing  form  multiplied  by  a  square 
number;  in  particular,  the  determinants  must  be  of  the  same  sign.  If  the  determ- 
inants are  equal,  then  (aS-j87)'  =  l,  that  is,  aS  — )87=  +  l.  Assuming  in  this  case 
that  the  transfonnation  exists,  and  writing  ttB  —  0y=e,  and  writing  also 


■n  verse  ly 


y  =  -  (-  7*'  +  <^'!/' ).  =  y*' + 5'y, 

suppose,  where  a',  /3',  7',  S'  are  integers ;    and  we  have,  moreover, 

that  is,  a'S'  — |SV  =  +  1  or  ~  1,  according  as  aS  —  ^7  is  =  +  1  or  —  1.  The  two  forms 
(a,  b,  6),  (a',  y,  c')  are  in  this  case  said  to  be  equivalent,  and  to  be,  in  regard  bo  the 
particular  transformation,  equivalent  properly  or  improperly  according  as  aS— ^y{=a^ -- ^'y') 
is  =  + 1  or  =  ~  1.  We  have,  therefore,  as  a  condition  for  the  equivalence  of  two  forms, 
that  their  determinants  shall  be  equal ;  but  this  is  not  a  sufficient  condition.  It  is 
to  be  remarked  also  that  two  forms  of  the  same  determinant  may  be  equivalent 
properly  and  also  improperly ;  there  may  exist  a  transformation  for  which  aB  —  0y  is 
=  +1,  and  also  a  transformation  for  which  aS  — ^87  is  =—1.  But  this  is  only  the 
case  when  each  of  the  forms  is  improperly  equivalent  to  itself;  for  instance,  a  form 
a?— By',  which  remains  unaltered  by  the  change  x,  y,  into  x,  —y  (that  ia,  a,  0,  7,  S  =  l, 
0,  0,  —1,  and  therefore  aS  — ^7  =  — 1),  is  a  form  improperly  equivalent  to  itself.  A 
form  improperly  equivalent  to  itself  is  said  to  be  an  ambiguous  form.  In  what  follows, 
equivalent  means  always  properly  equivalent. 

27.  Forms  for  a  given  determinant — classes,  &c.  In  the  case  whore  D,  —b"^  —  ac, 
is  a  square,  the  form  ((»,  h,  c)  (x,  yY  is  a  product  of  two  rational  factors ;  this  case 
may  be  excluded  from  consideration,  and  we  thus  assume  that  the  determinant  I)  is 
either  negative,  or,  being  positive,  that  it  is  not  a  square.  The  forms  (a,  b,  c)  of  a 
given  positive  or  negative  determinant  are  each  of  them  equivalent  to  some  one  out 
of  a  finite  number  of  non-equivalent  forms  which  may  be  considered  as  representing 
so  many  distinct  classes.  For  instance,  every  form  of  the  determinant  —  1  is  equivalent  to 
(1,  0,  1),  that  is,  given  any  form  (a,  b,  c)  for  which  b'~ac  =  -1,ib  is  possible  to  find  integer 
values  a,  0,  y,  8,  such  that  aS  -  ^7  =  + 1,  and  {a,  b,  c)  (cac  +  By,  yx  +  hyf  =  (1,  0,  1)  {x,  yf, 
that  is,  =  a?  +  y^.  Or,  to  take  a  less  simple  example,  every  form  of  the  determinant 
-^5  is  equivalent  to  one  of  the  following  forms:  (1,  0,  35),  (5,  0,  7),  (3,  ±1,  12), 
(4,  +1,  18), — (2,  1,  8),  (6,  1,  6);  for  the  first  six  forms,  the  numbers  a,  lb,  c  have  no 
common  factor,  and  these  are  said  to  be  property  primitive  forms,  or  to  belong  to  the 
properly  primitive  order;  for  the  last  two  forms,  the  numbers  a,  b,  c  have  no  common 
factor,  but,  a   and   c   being  each   even,   the   numbers   a,  26,  c    have   a   common   factor  2, 
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and  these  are  said  to  be  imjwoperly  primitive  forms,  or  to  belong  to  the  improperly 
primitive  order.  The  properly  primitive  forma  are  thus  the  six  forms  (1,  0,  35), 
(5,  0,  7),  (3,  +1,  12),  (4,  +1,  18);  or  we  may  say  that  there  are  represented  hereby 
six  properly  primitive  classes.  Deiived  forms,  or  forms  which  belong  to  a  derived 
order,  present  themselves  in  the  case  of  a  determinant  D  having  a  square  factor  or 
factors,  and  it  is  not  necessary  to  consider  them  here. 


It  is  not  proposed  to  give  here  the  rules  for  the  determination  of  the  system 
oi'  non- equivalent  forms;  it  will  be  enough  to  state  that  this  depends  on  the  determ- 
ination in  the  first  instance  of  a  system  of  reduced  forms,  that  is,  forms  for  which 
the  coefficients  a,  b,  c,  taken  positively  satisfy  certain  numerical  inequalities  admitting 
only  of  a  finite  number  of  solutions.  In  the  case  of  a  negative  determinant,  the 
reduced  forms  are  no  two  of  them  equivalent,  and  we  thus  have  the  required  system 
of  non-equivalent  forms;  in  the  case  of  a  positive  determinant,  the  reduced  forms 
group  themselves  together  in  periods  in  such  wise  that  the  forms  belonging  to  a 
period  are  equivalent  to  each  other,  and  the  required  system  of  non- equivalent  forms 
is  obtained  by  selecting  one  form  out  of  each  such  period.  The  principal  ditferenee  in 
the  theory  of  the  two  cases  of  a  positive  and  a  negative  determinant  consists  in  these 
pei'iods ;  the  system  of  non-equivalent  forms  once  arrived  at,  the  two  theories  are  nearly 
identical 

28.  Characters  of  a  form  or  cla^s — division  into  genera.  Attending  only  to  the 
properly  primitive  forms :  for  instance,  those  mentioned  above  for  the  determinant 
—  35:  the  form  (1,  0,  35)  represents  only  numbers/  which  are  residues  of  5,  and  also 
residues    of    7;     we    have,    in    fact,  /=  «^  +  3-5y=,    =  «^  (mod.    5),    and    also    =a;=(mod.    7). 

Using  the  Legendrian  symbols  (4-)  and  {'^ ) ,  we  say  that  the  form  (1,  0,  35)  has  the 
characters  ('^  ) ,  ['4  ]  =  -I-  + .  Each  of  the  other  forms  has  in  like  manner  a  determinate 
character    -1-    or    —    in  regard    to    ("^ )    and  also   in   regard    to    ["^  J ;    and    it    is    found  that 

for  each  of  them  the  characters  are  +  -I-  or  else  —  —  (that  is,  they  are  never  -f-  — 
or  -  -I-).     We,  in  fact,  have 


(f\  (f\ 


(1,         0,     35) 
(4,     ±  1.       9) 


(5,         0,       7)  -     - 

(3,     ±  1,     12) 
and   we   thus   arrange   the   six   forms   into   genera,    viz.   we   have   three   forms    belonging 

to  the  genus  (vj,  ('^)  =  +  +.  aid  three  to  the  genus  (t),  (■^)= .  these  characters 

-I-  -\-  and of  genera  being  one-half  of  all  the  combinations  +  +, ,-(-—,  — h. 

The   like   theory  applies   to   any  other  negative   or  positive  determinant ;   the  several 
chai'acters   have   reference   in   some  cases  not  only  to   the   odd   prime   factors   of   D   but 
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also  to  the  numbers  4  and  8,  that  is,  there  is  occasion  to  consider  also  the  Legendrian 
symbols   (-7-),   =(— l)^'-*""",   and    \-f],  —(—l]''^^~'\   and   there   are   various   cases   to   be 

considered  according  to  the  form  of  D  ui  regard  to  its  simple  and  squared  factors 
respectively;  but  in  every  case  there  are  certain  combinations  of  charEicters  (in  number 
one-half  of  all  the  comhinations)  which  correspond  to  genera,  and  the  properly  primitive 
forms  belong  to  different  genera  accordingly,  the  number  of  forms  being  the  same  in 
each  genus. 

The  form  (1,  0,  —  B)  has  the  characters  all  +,  and  this  is  said  to  be  the  principal 
form,  and  the  genus  containing  it  the  principal  genus.  For  a  given  determinant,  the 
characters  of  two  genera  may  be  compounded  together  according  to  the  ordinary  rule 
of  signs,  giving  the  characteis  of  a  new  genus ;  in  particular,  if  the  characters  of  a 
genus  are  compounded  with  themselves,  then  we  have  the  characters  of  the  principal 
genus. 

29.  Composition  of  quadratic  forms.  Considei-ing  X,  Y,  as  given  Hneo-lincar 
functions  of  (a;,  1/),  (*',  y'),  defined  by  the  equations 

X  =  PbO^  +  PiW^'  +  Piyw'  +  p^yy', 
7  =  q^m'  +  3,  V  +  q^yac'  +  q^y}f, 

the  coefficients  jju,  jj,,  p^,  ^3,  go,  ?i,  %,  ^s.  m^'J'  ^^  so  connected  with  the  coefficients 
i^A,  B,  C),  {a,  b,  c),  (ft',  b',  c'),  of  three  quadratic  forms  as  to  give  rise  to  the  identity 

(A,  B,  C)(X,  ¥y  =  (a,  b,  c){x,  yf.ia,',  b',  c')(a/,  y'Y; 

and,  this  being  so,  the  form  (A,  B,  U)  is  said  to  be  compounded  of  the  two  forms 
{a.  b,  c)  and  (a,  b',  c'),  the  order  of  composition  being  indifferent. 

The  necessary  and  sufficient  condition,  in  order  that  it  may  be  possible  to  com- 
pound together  two  given  forms  (a,  b,  c),  (a',  h',  c'),  is  that  their  determinants  shall 
be  to  each  other  in  the  proportion  of  two  square  numbera;  in  particular,  the  two 
forms  may  have  the  same  determinant  D ;  and  when  this  is  so  the  compound  form 
{A,  B,  G)  will  also  have  the  same  determinant  D.  The  rules  for  this  composition  of 
two  forms  of  the  same  determinant  have  been  (as  part  of  the  general  theory)  investig- 
ated and  established.  The  forms  compounded  of  equivalent  forms  are  equivalent  to 
other ;   we   thus   in   effect   compo\ind   classes,  viz.   considering   any   two   < 


composition  of  their  representati 
a  new  class,  and  the  compositi 
respectively  gives   a  form   helouj 


tive  forms  gives  a  form  which  is  the  representative  of 
of  any  two  forms  belonging  to  the  two  classes 
ving  to  the  new  class.  But,  this  once  understood,  it  is 
simple  to  speak  of  the  composition  of  forms,  that  is,  of  the  forms  belonging  to 
the  finite  system  of  representative  forms  for  a  given  determinant;  and  it  will  he 
enough  to  consider  the  properly  primitive  forms. 

30.  The  principal  form  (1,  0,  D),  compounded  with  any  other  form  (a,  b,  c),  gives 
rise  to  this  same  form  {a,  b,  c);  the  principal  form  is  on  this  account  denoted  by  1, 
viz.   denoting   the   other   form   by   0,   and   expressing   composition   in    like    manner   with 
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multiplication,  we  have  1 .  ^  =  ^.  The  form  ^  may  be  compounded  with  itself,  giving 
a  form  denoted  by  tf}' ;  compounding  this  again  with  <j>,  we  have  a  form  denoted 
by  (j^ ;  and  so  on.  Since  the  whole  number  of  forms  is  linite,  we  must  in  this 
manner  arrive  at  the  principal  fonn,  say  we  have  i^"  =  1,  n  being  the  least  exponent 
lor  which  this  equation  is  satisfied.  In  particular,  if  the  form  0  belong  to  the 
principal  genus,  then  the  forms  tft',  ip',...,  0"~'  will  all  belong  to  the  principal  genus, 
or  the  principal  genus  will  include  the  forms  1,  <^,  <f>^...,  0"~',  th(?  powers  of  a  form 
<^  having  the  exponent  n. 

31.  Regulai-  and  irregular  determinants.  The  principal  genus  may  consist  of  such 
a  series  of  forms,  and  the  determinant  is  then  said  to  be  regular;  in  particular,  for 
a  negative  determinant  D,  =  —  1  to  —1000,  the  determinant  is  always  regular  except 
in  the  thirteen  eases  -i)  =  243,  307,  339,  459,  576,  580,  675,  755,  820,  884,  891,  900. 
974  (and,  Perott,  in  Orelle,  vol.  xcv.,  1883,  except  also  for  -5  =  468,  931);  the 
determinant  is  here  said  to  be  irregular.  Thus  for  each  of  the  values  —  D=  576,  580, 
820,  900,  the  principal  genus  consists  of  four  forms,  not  1,  if),  <^S  ip''  where  0^=1,  but 
1,  ip,  ^1,  tf)<p^,  where  0-=l,  <ft,^=l,  and  therefore  also  (^0,y=l. 

Compounding  together  any  two  forms,  we  have  a  form  with  the  characters  com- 
pounded of  the  characters  of  the  two  forms;  and  in  particular,  combining  a  form 
with  itself,  we  have  a  form  with  the  charactei-s  of  the  principal  form.  Or,  what  is 
the  same  thing,  any  two  genera  compounded  together  give  rise  to  a  determinate  genus, 
viz.  the  genus  having  the  characters  compounded  of  the  characters  of  the  two  genera ; 
and  any  genus  compounded  with  itself  gives  rise  to  the  principal  genus. 

Considering  any  regular  determinant,  suppose  that  there  is  more  than  one  genus, 
and  that  the  number  of  forms  in  each  genus  is  —n;  then,  except  in  the  case  Ji  =  2, 
it  can  be  shown  that  there  are  alwaj^  forms  having  the  exponent  2n.  For  instance, 
in  the  case  i>  =  —  35,  we  have  two  genera  each  of  three  forms :  there  will  be  a  form 
g  having  the  exponent  6,  or  ^''^=1;  and  the  forms  are  1,  g,  g\  g^,  g*,  (f,  where  I,  ^,  g*, 
belong   to   the  principal   genus,  and   g,  gi',  g'',  to   the   other  genus.     The   characters   refer 

to  (■^)  ,    \\j\,  a'ld  the  forms  are 


(1, 

0.     35)     1          - 

~  -.  (3, 

-1,     12)    S 

(*, 

1.     9)   g- 

(5, 

0,       7)    f 

("1, 

-1,       9)    !?* 

(S. 

1,     12)     cf. 

An  instance  of  the  case  ji  =  l  is  D  =  -21,  there  are  here  four  genera  each  of  a  single 
form  1,  c,  c,,  cc,,  where  c'  =  l,  c,^  —  l;  an  instance  of  the  case  n  =  2  is  D  =  — 88,  there 
are  here  two  genera  each  of  two  forms  1,  c,  and  c,,  cc,,  where  c^  =  l,  c,'  =  l,  thus 
there  is  here  no  form  having  the  exponent  2n.  (See  Cayley,  Tables,  <&c.,  in  Crelle, 
t.  LX.,  1862,  pp.  357—372,  [335].)  We  may  have  2*+'  genera,  each  of  n  forms,  viz.  such 
a  system  may  be  represented  by  (1,  0^  ...,  0"'~^;  ^,  0'.--->  4^~'')iX,  c)(l,  Ci)...(l,  Ct_i), 
where  ^™  =  1,  c^  =  l,  c^  =  l,....  cVi  =  l;  there  is  no  peculiarity  in  the  form  ^:  we  may 
instead  of  it  take  any  fonn  such  as  ct^i,  cci^,  &c.,  for  each  of  these  is  like  0,  a  form 
belonging  to  the  exponent  2«.,  and  such  that  the  even  powers  give  the  principal  genus. 
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32.  Ternary  and  higher  quadratic  forms — cubic  forms,  &c.  The  theory  of  the 
ternary  quadratic  forms 

{a,  b,  c,  a',  h',  c) (x.  y,  zf,  —  ax^  +  h^f  +  cz'^  +  2a'ys 4- 2b'zx  +  2c'«y, 

or    when  only  the    coefficients    are    attended  to,  (    /  ./     ,} ,  has    been    studied    in    a    very 

complete  manner;  and  those  of  the  quaternary  and  higher  quadratic  forms  have  also 
been  studied;  in  particular,  the  forms  c^  +  y^-i-z^,  a? -\- y'- -\- z^  +  iiP  composed  of  three  or 
four  squares ;  and  the  like  Jbrms  with  five,  six,  seven,  and  eight  squares.  The  binary 
cubic  forms  {a,  b,  c,  d)  (x,  yY,  —  a^  +  Sbx-y  +  Sctm/^  +  dy',  or  when  only  the  coefficients 
are  attended  to,  (a,  b,  c,  d),  have  also  been  considered,  though  the  higher  binary  forms 
have  been  scarcely  considered  at  all.  The  special  ternary  cubic  forms  a(i?+hy^+cs?-'rQl(cyz 
have  been  considered.  Special  forms  of  the  degree  n  with  n  variables,  the  products 
of  linear  factors,  present  themselves  in  the  theory  of  the  division  of  the  circle  (the 
Kreistheilung)  and  of  the  complex  numbers  connected  therewith ;  but  it  can  hardly  be 
said  that  these  have  been  studied  as  a  part  of  the  general  theory  of  forms. 

Complex-  Theories. 

33.  The  complex  theory  which  first  presented  itself  is  that  of  the  numbers  a  +  bi 
composed  with  the  imaginary  i,  =  V  —  1 ;  here  if  a  and  &  are  ordinary,  or  say  simplex 
positive  or  negative  integers,  including  zero,  we  regard  a  +  bi  as  an  integer  number, 
or  say  simply  as  a  number  in  this  complex  theory.  We  have  here  a  zero  0  (a  =  0, 
6  =  0)  and  the  units  1,  i,  —1,  —i,  or  as  these  may  be  written,  1,  *,  i",  i'  (i''  =  l);  the 
numbers  a  +  bi,  a  —  hi,  are  said  to  be  conjugate  numbere,  and  their  product  {a  +  6i)  («  —  bi), 
—  a^  +  b^,  is  the  norm  of  each  of  them.  And  so  the  norm  of  the  real  number  a  is 
=  a',  and  that  of  the  pure  imaginary  number  bi  is  =  b-.  Denoting  the  norm  by  the 
letter  JV",  N{a±  bt)  =  a^  +  6=. 

Any  simplex  prime  number,  =  1  (mod.  4),  is  the  sum  of  two  squares  a^  +  b^,  for 
instance  13  =  9  +  4,  and  it  is  thus  a  product  (a  +  ln){a  —  bi),  that  is,  it  is  not  a  prime 
number  in  the  present  theory,  but  each  of  these  factors  (or  say  any  number  a  +  bi, 
where  a.^  +  6^  is  a  prime  number  in  the  simplex  theory)  is  a  prime;  and  any  simplex 
prime  number,  =  3  (mod.  4),  is  also  a  prime  in  the  present  theory.  The  number 
2,  =(l  +  i)(l  —  i),  is  not  a  prime,  but  the  factors  1+i,  l—i  are  each  of  them  prime; 
these  last  difi'er  only  by  a  unit  factor  i-—l=i(l+i)^so  that  2,  =  —  i(l  +  if,  contains 
a  square  factor. 

In  the  simplex  theory  we  have  numbers,  for  instance  .5,  —  5,  differing  from  each 
other  only  by  a  unit  factor,  but  we  can  out  of  these  select  one,  say  the  positive 
number,  and  attend  by  preference  to  this  number  of  the  pair.  It  is  in  this  way — 
viz.  by  restricting  a,  b,  c, ...  to  denote  terms  of  the  series  2,  3,  o,  7,...  of  positive 
primes  other  than  unity — that  we  are  enabled  to  make  the  definite  statement,  a 
positive  number  N'  is,  and  that  in  one  way  only,  =  a'i^C  . . . ;  if  iV"  be  a  positive  or 
negative  number,  then  the  theorem  of  course  is,  JV"  is,  and  that  in  one  way  only, 
=  (-l)"'a.'()^c^...,  where  m  =  0,  or  1,  and  u,  b,  c,  ...,  a,  ^,  y,...  are  as  before.  To 
C.  XI,  77 
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obtain  a  like  definite  statement  in  the  present  theory,  we  require  to  distinguish 
between  the  four  numbers  a+bi,  —a  —  bi,  —b  +  ai,  b  —  ai,  which  differ  from  each  other 
only  by  a  unit  fiictor  —1,  ±i.  Consider  a  number  a  +  bi  where  a  and  b  are  the  one 
of  them  odd  and  the  other  even  (a  and  b  may  be  either  of  them  =  0,  the  other  is 
then  odd),  every  prime  number  a+bi  other  than  ±1±*  is  necessarily  of  this  form: 
for  if  a  and  b  were  both  even,  the  number  would  be  divisible  by  2,  or  say  by  (1  +  if, 
and  if  a  and  b  were  both  odd,  it  would  be  divisible  by  1  +  i ;  then  of  the  four 
associated  numbers  a  +  bi,  —a  —  bi,  —b  +  ai,  b  —  ai,  there  is  one  and  only  one,  a  +  bi, 
such  that  b  is  even  and  a  +  b—1  is  evenly  even ;  or  say  one  and  only  one  which 
is  H 1  (mod.  2(1 +i)).  We  distinguish  such  one  of  the  four  numbers  from  the  other 
three  and  call  it  a  prima/ry  number ;  the  units  ±1,  ±i.  and  the  numbers  ±  1  ±  J,  are 
none  of  them  primary  numbers.  We  have  then  the  theorem,  a  number  N  is  in  one 
way  only  =i™{\+i)^A'-B^...,  where  m  =  0,  1,  2,  or  8,  n  is  =0  or  a  positive  integer, 
A,  £,...  are  primary  primes,  a,  ^, ...  positive  integers.  Here  i  is  a  unit  of  the  theory, 
1  +  i  is  a  special  prime  having  reference  to  the  number  2,  but  which  might,  by  an 
extension  of  the  definition,  be  called  a  primary  prime,  and  so  reckoned  as  one  of  the 
numbers  A,  B,...;  the  theorem  stated  broadly  still  is  that  the  number  N  is,  and 
that  in  one  way  only,  a  product  of  prime  factors,  but  the  foregoing  complete  state- 
ment shows  the  precise  sense  in  which  this  theorem  must  be  understood.  A  like 
explanation  is  required  in  other  complex  theories ;  we  have  to  select  out  of  each  set 
of  primes  differing  only  by  unit  factors  some  one  number  as  a  primary  prime,  and 
the  general  theorem  then  is  that  every  number  iV  is,  and  that  in  one  way  only, 
—  P .  A^&Cy ...,  where  P  is  a  product  of  unities,  and  A,  B,  0,...  are  primary  primes. 

34,  We  have  in  the  simplex  theory  {ante.  No.  10)  the  theorem  that,  p  being  an 
odd  piime,  there  exists  a  system  of  p  —  1  residues,  that  is,  that  any  number  not 
divisible  by  p  is,  to  the  modulus  p,  congruent  to  one,  and  only  one,  of  the  p  —  1 
numbers  1,  2,  3,...,  p—1.  The  analogous  theorem  in  the  complex  theory  is  that,  for 
any  prime  number  p  other  than  ±  1  ±  i,  there  exists  a  system  of  N  {p)  —  1  residues, 
that  is,  that  every  number  not  divisible  by  p  is,  to  the  modulus  p,  congruent  to  one 
of  these  JV"(^)  — 1  numbers. 

But  p  may  be  a  real  prime  such  as  3,  or  a  complex  prime  such  as  3  4-  2i ;  and 
the  system  of  residues  presents  itself  naturally  under  very  different  forms  in  the  two 
cases  respectively.     Thus  in  the  case  p  =  3,  N  (^)  =  9,  the  residues  may  be  taken  to  be 

1.2, 
i,  \  +  i  ,  2  + ; , 
2i,     I  +  2i,     2  +  2*, 

being  in  number  JV"(3)-1  =  8.  And  for  p  =  ^  +  2i,  JV(3 +  2*)  =  13,  they  may  be  taken 
to  be  the  system  of  residues  of  13  in  the  simplex  theory,  viz.  the  real  numbers 
1,  2,  3,...,  12.  We  have  in  fact  5-|-*  =  (2  + 3i)(l -i),  that  is,  5  +  i  =  0(mod.  I  +  Hi),  and 
consequently  a+U  =  a-5b,  a  real  number  which,  when  a  +  hi  is  not  divisible  by  3  +  2j, 
may  have  any  one  of  the  foregoing  values  1,  2,  3,.-.,  12. 
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Taking  then  any  number  »■  not  divisible  by  p,  the  N(p)  —  1  residues  each 
multiplied  by  x  are,  to  the  modulus  p,  congruent  to  the  series  of  residues  in  a 
different  order;  and  we  thus  have,— say  this  is  Fermat's  theorem  for  the  complex 
theory — a^ii'i-i  _  ^  =  q  (mod.  p),  with  al!  its  consequences,  in  particular,  the  theory  of 
prime  roots. 

In  the  case  of  a  complex  modulus  such  as  3  +  2t',  the  theory  is  hardly  to  be 
distinguished  from  its  analogue  in  the  ordinary  theorem ;  a  prime  root  is  =  2,  and  the 
series  of  powers  is  2,  4,  8,  3,  6,  12,  11,  9,  5,  10,  7,  1,  for  the  modulus  3  +  2*  as  for 
the  modulus  13.  But  for  a  real  prime  such  as  3  the  prime  root  is  a  complex 
number;  taking  it  to  be  =2+i,  we  have  (2  + 1)' —  1  =  0  (mod.  3),  and  the  series  of 
powers  in  fact  is  2  +  i,  t,  2+2i,  2,  l  +  2i,  2^,  1+*,  1,  viz.  we  thus  have  the  system 
of  residues  (mod.  3). 

We  have  in  like  manner  a  theory  of  quadratic  residues;  a  Legendrian  symbol 
(which,  if  p,  q,  are  uneven  primes  not  necessarily  primary  but  subject  to  the 
condition  that  their  imaginary  parts  are  even,  denotes  +1  or  —  1  according  as  pi'*'«-" 
is  =1  or  =  ~  1  (mod.  q),  so  that  ■£-  =  + 1  or  —  1  according  as  p  is  or  is  not  a 
residue    of    q),   a    law   of   reciprocity   expressed    by   the    very    simple    form    of    equation 

~         '   ^"'^    generally   a    system    of   properties   such   as   that   which    exists    in    the 

simplex  theoiy. 

The  theory  of  quadratic  forms  (a,  b,  c)  has  been  studied  in  this  complex  theory ;. 
the  results  correspond  to  those  of  the  simplex  theory. 

35.  The  complex  theory  with  the  imaginary  cube  root  of  unity  has  also  been 
studied ;  the  imaginary  element  is  here  7,  =  ^  (—  1  +  v  —  3),  a  root  of  the  equation 
7^  +  7  +  1  =  0;  the  form  of  the  complex  number  is  thus  a +67,  where  a,  and  b  are 
any  positive  or  negative  integers,  including  zero.  The  conjugate  number  is  a  +  6y, 
=  a  —  b—by,  and  the  product  (a  +  by)  (a  +  brf),  —a^  —  ab  +  b\  is  the  norm  of  each  of  the 
factors  a+by,  a  +  by\  The  whole  theory  corresponds  very  closely  to,  but  is  somewhat 
more  simple  than,  that  of  the  complex  numbers  a  +  bi. 

36.  The  last -mentioned  theory  is  a  particular  case  of  the  complex  theory  for  the 
imaginary   Xth   roots   of  unity,  X.  being   an   odd   prime.     Here   a   is    determined   by   the 

equation   f"*^'   ^^^^    ^^'   °*~'  + *'"''+■■■  + 0: +  1  =0.   and    the    form    of    the    complex 

number  is  /(a).  =  a  +  ba  +  oa^  +  ...  +  kct''~\  where  a,  b,  c, ...,  k,  are  any  positive  or  negative 
integers,  including  zero.  We  have  A,-l  conjugate  forms,  viz. /(a), /(ot^),  ..../(a*"'),  and 
the  product  of  these  is  the  norm  of  each  of  the  factors  Nf(a),  =Nf{a.^),  = ...,  —  N/(c^-'). 
Taking  g  any  prime  root  of  X,  ^~' —  1  =  0  (mod.  X),  the  roots  a,  a\...,  a*~',  may  be 
arranged  in  the  order  a,  a",  a"*,...,  a?*"';  and  we  have  thence  a  grouping  of  the  roots 
in  periods,  viz.  if  \  —  1  be  in  any  manner  whatever  expressed  as  a  product  of  two 
factors,  X— l=e/i  we    may  with   the    X  — 1    roots    form    e    periods  t)^,  Vu--->  Vc->,  each  of 

77—2 
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/  roots.     For  instance,  when  ?i,  =  13,  a  prime  root  is  <7=2,  and   X-l  —  ef=d.i;    then 
the  three  periods  each  of  four  roots  are 


Vi^a^  +a?  +  a"  +  a", 
T),  =  a'  +  a'^  +  a^  +  a' . 
So  also,  if  e/=  2 .  6,  then  the  2  periods  each  of  6  roots  are 


and  so  in  other  cases.  In  particular,  if /=  1  and  consequently  e  =  X  —  l,  the  e  periods 
each  of/  roots  are,  in  fact,  the  single  roots"  a,  a",...,  a^*"^.  We  may,  in  place  of  the 
original  form  of  the  complex  number 

/(a)  =  u+ba  +  ca-  +  ...  +  ka*-^, 

consider  the  new  form  /(ij)  =  (mj  +  t)?,  +  ...  +  i^je.,,  which  when  f~l  is  equivalent  to 
the  original  form,  but  in  any  other  case  denotes  a  special  form  of  complex  number; 
instead  of  X— 1  we  have  only  e  conjugate  numbers,  and  the  product  of  these  e  numbers 
may  be  regarded  as  the  norm  of  f(n)- 

37.  The  theory  for  the  root.s  a  includes  as  part  of  itself  the  theory  for  the  periods 
corresponding  to  every  decomposition  whatever  X  —  l  —  ef  of  X.  — 1  into  two  factors,  but 
each  of  these  may  be  treated  apart  from  the  others  as  a  theory  complete  in  itself. 
In  particular,  a  simple  case  is  that  of  the  half-periods  e  =  2,  /=  J  (\  - 1 ) ;  and, 
inasmuch  as  the  characteristic  phenomenon  of  ideal  numbers  presents  itself  in  this 
theory  of  the  half-periods  (first  for  the  value  X  =  23),  it  will  be  sufficient,  by  way  of 
illustration  of  the  general  theory,  to  consider  only  this  more  special  and  far  easier 
theory ;   we  may  even  assume  X  =  23.* 

For  the  case  in  question,  X~l  =  ef=2  .\{X  —  1),  we  have  the  two  periods  rjo,  rjj, 
each  of  ^(X— 1)  roots;  Jrom  the  expressions  for  i}„,  jj,,  in  terms  of  the  roots  we  obtain 
at  once  i)a  +  Vi—  ~-^'  ^""^  ^^'t^  a  little  more  difficulty  tjo^i=  —  i(X— 1)  or  i(X.-l-l), 
according  as  X  is  =1  or  3  (mod.  4),  that  is,  in  the  two  cases  respectively  1}^,  Vi,  are 
the  roots  of  the  equation  jj^-t-  ?;  — J(X  — 1)  =  0,  and  jj^H-tj-I- J{X  +  1)  =  0.  And  this 
equation  once  obtained  there  is  no  longer  any  occasion  to  consider  the  original  equation 
of    the     >nlei     X  —  1     but    the    theoiy    is    that    of    the    complex    numbers    (wjo  4-  6»?i,    or 

•  In  the  theoij  of  the  louti  a  idcil  Dumber^  do  not  present  themselves  for  the  values  \  =  3,  5,  or  7; 
the\  do  for  the  value  X— 33  It  is  st'ited  in  Smiths  Report  on  the  Theory  of  Nnmbere,"  Brit.  Assoc. 
Report  for  18b0  p  1%  [Collected  ^\orks  \ol  i  p  Hi]  that  foi  X-11,  \=13,  !i  =  17,  and  X  =  19,  it  is 
not  possible  to  say  whether  this  ir  or  ii  not  the  case  for  these  values  also."  The  writer  is  not  aware 
whether  thi«  question  has  been  settled  but  m  IWnsehle  s  lafiln  1870  no  ideal  factors  present  themselves 
for  these  values  of  \  and  it  is  easy  to  see  that  in  tht  theory  cf  the  half-periods,  Ihe  ideal  factors  tirst 
pre'snt  themselves  for  the  \alne  \  — 23  It  may  be  remarked  that  the  solution  of  the  question  depends  on 
the  determination  of  a  system  of  fundamental  unit  for  the  values  m  question  X  =  ll,  13,  17,  and  19;  the 
theorv  of  the  units  m  the  several  om[lex  thennes  i  an 
pieocnlinj.,  it  elf  in  lie  theoij      f  tl  e  halt  pcii  d^    which  f  alnii 
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if  we  please  a  +  bt],  composed  with  the  roots  of  this  quadric  equation,- — say  the  com- 
plex numbers  a  +  &ij,  where  a  and  b  arc  any  positive  or  negative  integer  numbers, 
including  zero.  In  the  case  X.=  23,  the  quadric  equation  is  ij^  +  »j  +  6  =  0.  We  have 
N(a  +  b7])  =  (a  +  b-n„){a  +  br},)=a^-^ab+i(X+l)b^;  and  for  X  =  2S.  this  is  Nia+bv) 
^a''  —  ah  -{■  66^.  It  may  be  remarked  that  there  is  a  connexion  with  the  theory  of  the 
quadratic  forms  of  the  determinant  —  23,  viz.  there  are  here  the  three  improperly 
primitive  forms  (2,  1,  12),  (4,  1,  6),  (4,  -1,  6),  23  being  the  smallest  prime  number 
for  which   there  exists  more  than  one  improperly  primitive  form, 

38,  Considering  then  the  case  X  =  23,  we  have  tj„,  ij,,  the  roots  of  the  equation 
ij'  + 1)  +  6  =  0  ;  and  a  real  number  P  is  composite  when  it  is  ={a  +  feiju)  (a  +  bt},), 
=  a^  —  ab  +  Qb',  viz,  if  4P  =  (2a  -~bY+  236',  Hence  no  number,  and  in  particular  no 
positive  real  prime  P,  can  be  composite  unless  it  is  a  (quadratic)  residue  of  23;  the 
residues  of  23  are  1,  2,  3,  4,  6,  8,  9,  12,  13,  16,  IS;  and  we  have  thus,  for  instance, 
5,  7,  11,  as  numbers  which  are  not  composite,  while  2,  3,  13,  are  numbers  which  are 
not  by  the  condition  precluded  from  being  composite :  they  are  not,  according  to  the 
foregoing  signification  of  the  word,  composite  (for  8,  12,  -52,  are  none  of  them  of  the 
form  x^  +  23y^),  but  some  such  numbers,  residues  that  is  of  23,  are  composite,  for 
instance  59,  =  (5  -  2ij„)  (5  —  2i;,),  And  we  have  an  indication,  so  to  speak,  of  the  com- 
posite nature  of  ail  such  numbers;  take  for  instance  13,  we  have  (ij  —  4) (17 -I-  5)  =  — 2.13, 
where  13  does  not  divide  either  ij  — 4  or  ij-t-o,  and  we  are  led  to  conceive  it  as  the 
product  of  two  ideal  factors,  one  of  them  dividing  ij  —  4,  the  other  dividing  ij  +  5.  It 
appears,  moreover,  that  a  power  13'  is  in  fact  composite,  viz.  we  have 

13'  =  (31  -  127,„)  (31  -  12j?,).     (2197  =  961  +  372  +  864) ; 

and  writing  13  =  v^Sl  —  129?j,  v'Sl  -  12i;,  we  have  13  as  the  product  of  two  ideal 
numbers  each  represented  as  a  cube  root ;  it  is  to  be  observed  that,  13  being  in  the 
simplex  theory  a  prime  number,  these  are  regarded  as  prime  ideal  numbers.  We  have 
in  like  manner 

2  =  vT^o .  v^n^„     3  =  v^l  -  2»j„ ,  v^l"-  2v„  &c. ; 

every  positive  real  prime  which  is  a  residue  of  23  is  thus  a  product  of  two  factors 
ideal  or  actual.  And,  reverting  to  the  equation  (jj  — 4)(ij -1-5)  =  — 2 .  13,  or  as  this  may 
be  written 

(v>  -  4)  ivi  +  a)  =  ~\/i '-■>/»  v^i  "^ v^3i"-  12j,,  y/:n  - 12^",. 

we   have  (j;,  -  4)"  and   (1 -%)(31  -  12i,„)  each  =  14 -I- .5.5.71,  or  say 

jj,  —  4=      \/\  —  rja\/'i\  —  12t]o, 
and  similarly 

1;,  +  .5  =  -  v/f-  7}",  \/31  -  12^,, 

so  that  we  verify  that  %—i,  jJi+o,  do  thus  in  fact  each  of  them  contain  an  ideal 
factor  of  13. 

39.  We  have  2  =  \/l  —  7j„\/l  —  jj,,  viz,  the  ideal  multiplier  v^l  — 1;„  renders  actual 
one    of  the    ideal  factors  i/l— %  of    2,  and  it    is  found    that    this    same  ideal    multiplier 
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v'l  —  tio  renders  actual  one   of  the   two  ideal  factors  of  any  other  decomposable  number 
3,  13,  &c., 


v^l  -2i?,  VI  -v<  =  l+V<,.     v^31  -  12voVi  - i?o  =  - 5 - i?B,  &c. 

Similarly  the  conjugate  multiplier  \/l  —■>],  renders  actual  the  other  ideal  factor  of  any 
number  2,  3,  13,  &c.  We  have  thus  two  classes,  or,  reckoning  also  actual  numbers, 
three  classes  of  prime  numbers,  viz,  (i)  ideal  primes  rendered  actual  by  the  multiplier 
\/l  —  t}o,  (ii)  ideal  primes  rendered  actual  by  the  multiplier  v^I—t/,,  (iii)  actual  primes. 
This  is  a  general  property  in  the  sevei-al  complex  theories;  there  is  always  a  finite 
number  of  classes  of  ideal  numbers,  distinguished  according  to  the  multipliers  by  which 
they  are  rendered  actual;   the  actual  numbers  form  a  "principal"  class. 

40.  General  theory  of  congruences — irreducible  functions.  In  the  complex  theory 
relating  to  the  roots  of  the  equation  tj^  +  tj  +  Q^O,  there  has  just  been  occasion  to  con- 
sider the  equation  (ij— 4)(?j4- 6)  =  — 2.13,  or  say  the  congruence  {i)-4)();+5)=0(mod,  13); 
in  this  form  the  relation  )?^  +  i;-|-6  =  0  is  presupposed,  but  if,  dropping  this  equation, 
j;  be  regarded  as  arbitrary,  then  there  is  the  congruence  7?'  +  t;  + 6=(t?— 4)(7j+5)(mod.  13). 
For  a  different  modulus,  for  instance  11,  there  is  not  any  such  congruence  exhibiting 
a  decomposition  of  ij^+t?-I-6  into  factors.  The  function  t/'+tj+Q  is  irreducible,  that 
is,  it  is  not  a  product  of  factors  with  integer  coefficients ;  in  respect  of  the  modulus 
13  it  becomes  reducible,  that  is,  it  breaks  up  into  factors  having  integer  coefficients, 
while  for  the  modulus  11  it  continues  irreducible.  And  there  is  a  like  general  theory 
in  regard  to  any  rational  and  integral  function  F{x)  with  integer  coefficients;  such 
function,  assumed  to  be  irreducible,  may  for  a  given  prime  modulus  p  continue  irre- 
ducible, that  is,  it  may  not  admit  of  any  decomposition  into  factors  with  integer  coefficients  ; 
or  it  may  become  reducible,  that  is,  admit  of  a  decomposition  F(x)=^(x)ylt(x)-)^(3))...(mod.p). 
And,  when  this  is  so,  it  is  thus  a  product,  in  one  way  only,  of  factors  tp  (x),  -^(a;),  xi'^h  ■  ■  ■  > 
which  are  each  of  them  irreducible  in  regard  to  the  same  modulus  p  ;  any  such  factoi' 
may  be  a  linear  function  of  x,  and  as  such  irreducible ;  or  it  may  be  an  irreducible 
function  of  the  second  or  any  higher  degree.  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  remark  that, 
in  this  theory,  functions  which  are  congruent  to  the  modulus  p  are  regarded  as  identical, 
and  that  in  the  expression  of  F  {x)  an  irreducible  function  ip  (x)  may  present  itself 
either  as  a  simple  factor,  or  as  a  multiple  factor,  with  any  exponent.  The  decom- 
position is  analogous  to  that  of  a  number  into  its  prime  factors ;  and  the  whole  theory 
of  the  rational  and  integral  function  F{x)  in  regard  to  the  modulus  p  is  in  many 
respects  analogous  to  that  of  a  prime  number  regarded  as  a  modulus.  The  theory  has 
also  been  studied  where  the  modulus  is  a  power  p". 

41.  The  congruence-imaginaries  of  Galois.  If  F{x)  be  an  irreducible  fanction  to 
a  given  prime  modulus  p,  this  implies  that  there  is  no  integer  value  of  w  satisfying 
the  congruence  F  (x)  =  0  (mod.  p) ;  we  assume  such  a  value  and  call  it  i,  that  is,  we 
assume  F  (t)  =  0  {mod.  p) ;  the  step  is  exactly  analogous  to  that  by  which,  starting  from 
the  notion  of  a  real  root,  we  introduce  into  algebra  the  ordinary  imaginary  i  =  'J—l. 
For  instance,  ar"  — iB-t-3  is  an  irreducible  function  to  the  modulus  7;  there  is  no  integer 
solution    of   the    congruence    a?  — a:  +  3  =  0(mod.  7).     Assuming    a    solution    i    such    that 
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i>  — i  +  3s  0  (mod.  7),  we  have,  always  to  this  modulus,  i^  =  i~-%  and  thence  i^,  i',  &c., 
each  of  them  equal  to  a  linear  function  of  i.  We  consider  the  numbers  of  the  form 
a  +  bi,  where  a  and  6  are  ordinary  integers  which  may  be  regarded  as  having  each  of 
them  the  values  0,  1,  2,  3,  i,  5,  or  6 ;  there  are  thus  7',  =  49,  such  numbers,  or, 
excluding  zero,  48  numbers ;  and  it  is  easy  to  verify  that  these  are,  in  fact,  the 
numbers  i,  ^^...,  i",  ***,  =1,  that  is,  we  have  i  a  prime  root  of  the  congruence 
as**—  1  s  0  (mod,  7).  The  irreducible  function  may  be  of  the  third  or  any  higher  degree; 
thus  for  the  same  modulus  7  there  is  the  cubic  function  a^  —  a;  +  2,  giving  rise  to  a 
theory  of  the  numbers  of  the  form  a  +  bi  +  ci',  where  i  is  a.  congruence-imaginary  such 
that  i^ —  i +  2  =  0  (mod.  7);  and  instead  of  7  the  modulus  may  be  any  other  odd 
prime  p. 

Ordinary  Theory,  Third  Part. 

42.  In  what  precedes,  no  mention  has  been  made  of  the  so-called  Pellian  equation 
of  —  D-tf  —  1  (where  i)  is  a  given  positive  number),  and  of  the  allied  equations  3?  —  D^  =  —  1, 
or  =  J;  4.  The  et^uations  with  the  sign  -i-  have  always  a  aeries  of  solutions,  those  with 
the  sign  —  only  for  certain  values  of  D ;  in  every  case  where  the  solutions  exist,  a 
least  solution  is  obtainable  by  a  process  depending  on  the  expression  of  "•iD  as  a 
continued  fraction,  and  from  this  least  solution  the  whole  series  of  solutions  can  be 
obtained  without  difficulty.  The  equations  are  very  interesting,  as  well  for  their  own 
sake  as  in  connexion  with  the  theory  of  the  binary  quadratic  forms  of  a  positive 
non-square  determinant. 

43.  The  theory  of  the  expression  of  a  number  as  a  sum  of  squares  or  polygonal 
numbers  has  been  developed  apart  from  the  general  theory  of  the  binary,  ternary,  and 
other  quadratic  forms  to  which  it  might  be  considered  as  belonging.  The  theorem  for 
two  squares,  that  every  prime  number  of  the  form  4?;  + 1  is,  and  that  in  one  way 
only,  a  sum  of  two  squares,  is  a  ftindamental  theorem  in  relation  to  the  complex 
numbers  o.+  hi.  A  sum  of  two  squares  multiplied  by  a  sum  of  two  squares  is  always 
a  sura  of  two  squares,  and  hence  it  appears  that  every  number  of  the  form  2'(4»i4-l) 
is  (in  general,  in  a  variety  of  ways)  a  sum  of  two  squares. 

Every  number  of  the  form  4m  +  2  or  8m  +  3  is  a  sum  of  three  squares ;  even  in 
the  case  of  a  prime  number  8n  +  3  there  is  in  general  more  than  one  decomposition, 
thus  59  =  25  +  25  +  9  and  =49  +  9+1.  Since  a  sum  of  three  squares  multiplied  by  a 
sum  of  three  squares  is  not  a  sum  of  three  squares,  it  is  not  enough  to  prove  the 
theorem  in  regard  to  the  primes  of  the  form  8n  +  3. 

Every  prime  number  is  (in  general,  in  more  than  one  way)  a  sum  of  four  squares; 
and  therefore  every  number  is  (in  general,  in  more  than  one  way)  a  sum  of  four  squares, 
for  a  sum  of  four  squares  multiplied  by  a  sum  of  four  squares  is  always  a  sum  of  four 
squares. 

Every  number  is  (in  general,  in  several  ways)  a  sum  of  m  +  2  (m  +  2)gonal  numbers, 
that  is,  of  numbers  of  the  form  \m,  (a?  —  x)  +  x ;  and  of  these  m  — 2  may  be  at 
pleasure  equal  to  0  or  1  ;  in  particular,  every  number  is  a  sum  of  three  triangular 
numbers  (a  theorem  of  Fermat's). 
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The  theoremB  in  regard  to  three  triangular  numbers  and  to  four  square  numbers 
are  exhibited  by  certain  remarkable  identities  in  the  Theory  of  Elliptic  Functions ;  aJid 
generally  there  is  in  this  subject  a  great  mass  of  formula  connected  with  the  theory 
of  the  representation  of  numbers  by  quadratic  forms.  The  various  theorems  in  regard 
to  the  number  of  representations  of  a  number  as  the  sum  of  a  definite  number  of 
squares  cannot  be  here  referred  to. 

44.  The  equation  a:*  +  ^  =  s^,  where  X  is  any  positive  integer  greater  than  2,  is 
not  resoluble  in  whole  numbers  (a  theorem  of  Format's).  The  general  proof  depends 
on  the  theory  of  the  complex  numbers  composed  of  the  Xth  roots  of  unity,  and  pre- 
sents very  great  difficulty ;  in  particular,  distinctions  arise  according  as  the  number  \ 
does  or  does  nob  divide  certain  of  Bernoulli's  numbers. 

45.  Lejeune-Dirichlet  employs,  for  the  determination  of  the  number  of  quadratic 
forms  of  a  given  positive  or  negative  determinant,  a  remarkable  method  depending  on 
the  summation  of  a  series  2/~*,  where  the  index  s  is  greater  than  hut  indefinitely  near 
to    unity. 

46.  Very  remarkable  formulje  have  been  given  by  Lcgondre,  Tehebycheff,  and 
Biemann  for  the  approximate  determination  of  the  number  of  prime  numbers  less  than 
a  given  large  number  x.  Factor  tables  have  been  formed  for  the  first  nine  million 
numbers,  and  the  number  of  primes  counted  for  successive  intervals  of  50,000 ;  and 
these   are  found  to  £^ee  very  closely  \vith  the  numbers  calculated  from  the  approximate 

formulae.     Legendre's   expression   is   of  the   form   , — j ,   where   A    is   a,   constant   not 

very  different  from  unity ;  Tchebycheff's  depends  on  the  logarithm-integral  li  (x) ;  and 
Kiemann's,  which  is  the  most  accurate,  but  is  of  a  much  more  complicated  form,  con- 
tains a  series  of  terms  depending  on  the  same  integral. 

The  classical  works  on  the  Theory  of  Numbera  are  Lcgendre,  Theone  des  Nombres, 
1st  ed.  1798,  8rd  ed,  1830 ;  Gauss,  Disquisitiones  Aritkmeticce,  Brunswick,  1801  (reprinted 
in  the  collected  works,  vol.  i.,  GSttingen,  1863 ;  French  translation,  under  the  title  Reckerckes 
Ariikmdtiques,  by  Poullet-Delisle,  Paris,  1807) ;  and  Lejeune-Dirichlet,  Vorlesungen  liher 
Zaklentheorie,  3rd  ed.,  with  extensive  and  valuable  additions  by  Dedekind,  Brunswick, 
1879 — 81,  We  have  by  the  late  Prof.  H,  J.  S.  Smith  the  extremely  valuable  series 
of  "  Reports  on  the  Theory  of  Numbers,"  Parts  I.  to  VI.,  British  Aasocicdion  Reports, 
18.59 — 62,  1864 — 65,  which,  with  his  own  original  researches,  [are]  printed  in  the  [first 
volume  of  the]  collected  works  [published  in  1894]  by  the  Clarendon  Press.  See  also  Cayley, 
"Keport  of  the  Mathematical  Tables  Committee,"  Brit.  Assoc.  Report,  1875,  pp.  305—336, 
[611],  for  a  list  of  tables  relating  to  the  Theory  of  Numbers,  and  Mr  J.  W.  L.  Glaisher's 
introduction  to  the  Factor  Table  for  the  Sixth  Million,  London,  188:3,  in  regard  to  the 
approximate  formula  for  the  number  of  prime  numbers. 
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SERIES. 

[From  the  Encyclopaidia  Bntanniua,  Ninth  Edition,  vol.  XXI.  (1886),  pp.  677 — 682.] 

A  SERIES  is  a  set  of  terms  considered  as  arranged  in  order.  Usually  the  terms 
are  or  represent  numeiical  magnitudes,  and  we  are  concerned  with  the  sum  of  the 
series.  The  number  of  terms  may  be  limited  or  without  limit ;  and  wo  have  thus  the 
two  theories,  finite  series  and  infinite  series.  The  notions  of  convergency  and  divergency 
present  themselves  only  in  the  latter  theory. 


1.  Taking  the  terms  to  be  numerical  magnitudes,  or  say  numbers,  if  there  be  a 
definite  number  of  terms,  then  the  sum  of  the  series  is  nothing  else  than  the  number 
obtained  by  the  addition  of  the  terms;  e.g.  4 +  9  +  10  =  2.jf,  1  +  2 +  4 +8=  15.  In  the 
first  example  there  is  no  apparent  law  for  the  successive  terms;  in  the  second  example 
there  is  an  apparent  law.  But  it  is  important  to  notice  that  in  neither  case  is  there 
a  determinate  law :  we  can  in  an  infinity  of  ways  form  series  beginning  with  the 
apparently  irregular  succession  of  terms  4,  9,  10,  or  with  the  apparently  regular 
succession  of  terms  1,  2,  4,  8.  For  instance,  in  the  latter  case  we  may  have  a  series  with 
the  general  term  2^  when  for  n  =  0,  1,  2,3,  4,  5,...  the  series  will  be  1,2,  4,8,  16,  32....; 
or  a  series  with  the  general  term  ^(■n'+ 5ji  +  6),  where  for  the  same  values  of  n  the 
series  will  be  1,  2,  4,  8,  15,  26,...  The  series  may  contain  negative  terms,  and  in 
forming  the  sum  each  term  is  of  course  to  be  taken  with  the  proper  sign. 

2.  But  we  may  have  a  given  law,  such  as  either  of  those  just  mentioned,  and 
the  question  then  arises,  to  find  the  sum  of  an  indefinite  number  of  terms,  or  say  of 
11  terms  (n  standing  for  any  positive  integer  number  at  pleasure)  of  the  series.  The 
expression  for  the  sum  cannot  in  this  case  be  obtained  by  actual  addition ;  the 
formation  by  addition  of  the  sum  of  two  terms,  of  three  terms,  &c.,  will,  it  may  be, 
suggest   (but   it   cannot   do   more   than   suggest)    the  expression   for  the   sum  of  n  terms 

c.   XI.  78 
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of  the  series.  For  instance,  for  the  series  of  odd  numbers  1  +  3  +  54-7+.,.,  we  have  1=1, 
1  +  3  =  4,  1  +  3  +  5  =  9,  &c.  These  results  at  once  suggest  the  law,  1+3+5  +  .. .+(2ji-l)=n< 
which  is  ill  fact  the  true  expression  for  the  sum  of  n  terms  of  the  series;  and  this 
general  expression,  once  obtained,  can  afterwards  be  verified. 

3.  We  have  here  the  theory  of  iinite  series:  the  general  probtem  is,  u„  being 
a  given  function  of  the  positive  integer  n,  to  determine  as  a  function  of  n  the  sum 
ii„  +  u,  +  iii+ ...  +  tin,   01',    in    order    to    have    n    instead    of    n  +  X    terms,   say    the    sum 

M,  +  Wj  +  «a+  ...  +10n-,. 

Simple  cases  are  the  three  which  follow, 
(i)     The  arithmetic  series, 

a  +  {a  +  b)  +  {a  +  2b)-\-...+{a  +  n~l)b; 
writing  here   the   terms   in   the   reverse   order,   it   at   once   appears   that   twice   the  sum 
is   =2a  +  n—lb   taken   n   times:   that   is,  the  sum  =na  +  ^n(n—  l)b.     In  particular,  we 
have  an  expression  for  the  sum  of  the  natural  numbers 

l  +  2  +  S  +  ...  +  n  =  -^n(n+l}, 
and  an  expression  for  the  sum  of  the  odd  numbers 

1  +  3  +  5+.. .+(2ft-l)  =  «=. 

(ii)     The  geometric  series, 

a  +  ar  +  a'r"+  ...  +  <«■""' ; 

here    the   difference   between    the    sum   and   r    times   the    sum    is   at    once   seen    to    be 

=  «  —  «?■",  and  the  sum  is  thus  =a-T- ;   in  partieulai',  the  sum  of  the  series 


(iii)     But  the  harmonic  series, 

1      J^  l_  1 

it      a  +  b~^  ~a  +  2b^  '"'^  a  +  (n'-l)h' 

or  say  -J  +  ^+J  ■■.  +  —  ,  does  not  admit  of  summation;    there  is  no  algebraical  function  of 

n  which  is  equal  to  the  sum  of  the  series. 

4.  If  the  general  term  be  a  given  function  «„,  and  we  can  find  v^  a  function  of  m 
such  that  );„+i  —  Vft^Mn,  then  we  have  Uo  =  Vi  —  Vn,  ii,  =  v^  —  iii,  ih~  %~  %•■••>  "H^^Vn+i  —  fn', 
and  hence  !to  +  iti  +  Ma  + ... +w,j  =  ii„+i  —  Uo, — an  expression  for  the  required  sum.  This 
is  in  feet  an  application  of  the  Calculus  of  Finite  Differences.  In  the  notation  of 
this  calculus  Vn+i  —  v^  is  written  A-y„;  and  the  general  inverse  problem,  or  pi-oblem  of 
integration,  is  from  the  equation  of  differences  A%  =  «„  (where  m„  is  a  given  function 
of  n)  to  find  v^.  The  general  solution  contains  an  arbitrary  constant,  v„=Vn  +  0;  but 
this  disappeai'S  in  the  difference  Vn+i  —  v^.     As  an  example  consider  the  series 

M„  +  M,  +  . . .  +  M„  =  0  + 1  +  3  +  . . .  +  J  « (n.  +  1 ) ; 


Hosted  by 


Google 


796]  SERIES.  61& 

here,  observing  that 

n{n+l}{n  +  2)-(n-l)n(n+l)  =  nin  +  l)in+"2-n-l),  =3h(i+1). 
we    have 

!.,„  =  i«  (»  +  !)(« +  2); 
and  hence 

l  +  S  +  &  +  ...+in{n  +  l)=^n(n  +  l){n+2), 

as  may  be  at  once  verified  for  any  particular  value  of  n. 

Similarly,  when  the  general  term  is  a  factorial  of  the  oi-der  r,  we  have 

r+^  ,.(,.+  l)...(»  +  .--l)_..(.  +  l)...(.  +  r) 

11-     J     -t...T      ^    2      ...  ,  1.2     ...(r-nj- 

5.  If  the  general  term  w„  be  any  rational  and  integral  function  of  n,  we  have 

where  the  series  is  continued  oidy  up  to  the  term  depending  on  p,  the  degree  of  the 
function  ii^,  for  all  the  subsequent  terms  vanish.  The  series  is  thus  decomposed  into 
a  set  of  series  which  have  each  a  factorial  for  the  general  tei-m,  and  which  can  be 
summed  by  the  last  formula;   thus  we  obtain 

which  is  a  function  of  the  degree  p+1. 

Thus  for  the  before-mentioned  series  1+2  +  4  4  8  +  ...,  if  it  be  assumed  that  the 
general  term  m„  is  a  cubic  function  of  n,  and  writing  down  the  given  terms  and 
forming  the  differences,  1,  2,  4,  8;    1,  2,  4;    1,  2;    1,  we  have 

^  =  l  +  j  +  ^^^V^^^^^^^-^-*{=M'i'  +  5«  +  6),  as  above}; 
and  the  sum 

=  5^  (j?>  +  2)1'  +  1  In^  +  34*1  +  24). 

As  particular  cases  we  have  expressions  for  the  sums  of  the  powers  of  the  natural 
numbers — 

P  +  2=  +  ...+w=  =  |tt(«  +  l)(2«  +  l);    V  +  2'+...  +  n'='^nHn  +  iy: 

observe  that  the  latter  =  (1  +  2  ... +n)'' ;    and  so  on. 

6.  We  may,  from  the  expression  for  the  sum  of  the  geometric  series,  obtain  by 
differentiation  other  results :  thus 
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and  we   might   in  this   way  find   the   sum  ■«£,  + %)■+...+ ii,ir",  where   u^   is   any  rational 
and  integral  function  of  n. 

7.  The  expression  for  the  sum  Wo  + Wi+ •■■  +  «*„  of  an  indefinite  number  of  terms 
will  in  many  cases  lead  to  the  sum  of  the  infinite  series  «,  +  «,  +  ...;  but  the  theory 
of  infinite  series  requires  to  be  considered  separately.  Often  in  dealing  apparently 
with  an  infinite  series  %,  + 1^,  + ...  we  consider  rather  an  indefinite  than  an  infinite 
series,  and  are  not  in  any  wise  really  concerned  with  the  sum  of  the  series  or  the 
(juestion  of  its  convergency:   thus  the  equation 


really  means  the  series  of  identities 

(m+«)(»H-.-l)     m(m-l)        ,n ,     «(»-!) 

172 O^+^TI+^O"-*"- 

obtained  by  multiplying  together  the  two  series  of  the  left-hand  side.  Again,  in  the  method 
of  generating  functions  we  are  concerned  with  an  equation  ^(t)  =  Ao  +  Ajt+  ...+jl„i"+..., 
where   the   function   <f>(t)  is  used  only  to  express  the  law  of  formation  of  the  successive 


It  is  an  obvious  remark  that,  although  according  to  the  original  definition  of  a 
series  the  terms  are  considered  as  arranged  in  a  determinate  order,  yet  in  a  finite 
series  (whether  the  number  of  terms  be  definite  or  indefinite)  the  sum  is  independent 
of  the  order  of  arrangement. 

Infinite  Series. 

8.  We  consider  an  infinite  series  is„  +  ((i  +  ?(3  +  . . .  of  terms  proceeding  according 
to  a  given  law,  that  is,  the  general  term  Un  is  given  as  a  function  of  n.  To  fix 
the  ideas  the  terms  may  be  taken  to  be  positive  numerical  magnitudes,  or  say 
numbers  continually  diminishing  to  zero;  that  is,  14,>m„+i,  and  m,!  is,  moreover,  such 
a   function   of  n   that,  by   taking  n   sufficiently  large,  u^   can   be   made   as   small   as   we 

Forming  the  successive  sums  Sa  =  Ua,  iSi=m„  +  Mi,  S^^Ua-t'ih  +  'ihi---,  these  sums 
jS(,  iS'i,  Si,...  will  be  a  series  of  continually  increasing  terms,  and  if  they  increase  up 
to  a  determinate  finite  limit  S  (that  is,  if  there  exists  a  determinate  numerical 
magnitude  S  such  that,  by  taking  w  sufficiently  large,  we  can  make  S  —  S^  as  small 
as  we   please),  S  is   said   to   be   the   sum   of  the   infinite   series.     To   .show  that  we  can 
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-actually  have  an  intinite  series  with  a  given  sum  8,  take  it^  any  number  less  than  S, 
then  S  —  Ud  is  positive,  and  taking  m,  any  numerical  magnitude  less  than  S  —  %,,  then 
jSf  —  M„  —  M|  is  positive.  And  going  on  continually  in  this  manner  we  obtain  a  aeries 
u„  +  jit_  +  Us+  ■■■,  such  that  for  any  value  of  n  however  large  S  —  Ua-u,...—Un  is 
positive;  and  if  as  n  increases  this  difference  diminishes  to  zero,  we  have  Wo  +  Wi+Mj+..., 
an  infinite  series  having  S  for  its  sum.  Thus,  if  S=2,  and  we  take  v^  <  2,  say 
M„=l ;  Wi<2-1,  say  4(i=J;  ■iiii<2-l-J,  say  %= J ;  and  so  on,  we  have  l+^+|+...=2; 

or,  more    generally,  if  r  be  any  positive  number    less  than  1,  then  1  + r +  r'+ ...  =  l-— , 

that   is,  the   infinite   geometric   series   with   the   first   term   =1,  and   with   a   ratio   r<l, 

has  the  finite  sum  :r— —  .     This,  in  fact,  follows  from  the  expression  1  +r+r^...  +  r^~'  —  ^ 

for   the   sum   of    the   finite    series;    taking  r<l,   then    as   n    increases    r"   decreases   to 

zero,  and  the  sum  becomes  more  and  more  nearly  = :; — — . 
'  •'       1  — r 

9.  An  infinite  series  of  positive  numbers  can,  it  is  clear,  have  a  sum  only  if 
the  terms  continually  diminish  to  zero ;  but  it  is  not  conversely  true  that,  if  this 
condition  be  satisfied,  there  will  be  a  sum.  For  instance,  in  the  case  of  the  harmonic 
series  1  +^  +  ^+  ...,  it  can  be  shown  that  by  taking  a  sufficient  number  of  terms  the 
sum  of  the  finite  series  may  be  made  as  large  as  we  please.  For,  writing  the  series 
in  the  form  1  +  | +{i  + i)  + (5  +  b-+ f  +  5)+ .--,  the  number  of  terms  in  the  brackets 
being  doubled  at  each  successive  step,  it  is  clear  that  the  sum  of  the  terms  in  any 
bracket  is  always  >  ^ ;  hence  by  sufficiently  increasing  the  number  of  brackets  the 
sum  may  be  made  as  large  as  we  please.  In  the  foregoing  series,  by  grouping  the 
terms  in  a  different  manner  1  +  (^  +  ^)  +  (i  +  l  +  ^  +  {)  +  ■■■ ,  the  sum  of  the  terms  in 
any  bracket  is  always  <  1 ;  we  thus  arrive  at  the  result  that  (n  =  3  at  least)  the 
sum  of  2"  terms  of  the  series  is  >1  +^n  and  <n. 

10.  An  infinite  series  may  contain  negative  terras ;  suppose  in  the  first  instance 
that  the  terms  are  alternately  positive  and  negative.  Here  the  absolute  magnitudes 
of  the  terms  must  decrease  down  to  zero,  but  this  is  a  suflScient  condition  in  order 
that  the  series  may  have  a  sum.  The  case  in  question  is  that  of  a  series  Vo  —  ii,  +  Vi—..., 
where  Vo,  v^,  v^,...  are  all  positive  and  decrease  down  to  zero.  Here,  forming  the 
snccessive  sums  jSo  =  Vo,  8i=v„  —  Vi,  S^^^Vf  —  Vi  +  v^,...,  S^,  Si,  S,,...  are  all  positive,  and 
we  have  Si,>Si,  S,<Si,  S^>S3,...,  and  S„+,  -  iS„  tends  continually  to  zero.  Hence  the 
sums  iSo,  jSi,  1S2.,..  tend  continually  to  a  positive  limit  *S  in  such  wise  that  So,  S^,  8^,... 
are  each  of  them  greater  and  S,,  83,  8^,...  are  each  of  fchem  less  than  S;  and  we 
thus  have  S  as  the  sum  of  the  series.  The  series  1— ^  +  ^  — J+...  will  serve  as  an 
example.  The  case  just  considered  includes  the  apparently  more  general  one  where 
the  series  consists  of  alternate  groups  of  positive  and  negative  terras  respectively ;  the 
terms  of  the  same  group  may  be  united  into  a  single  term  +  Vn,  and  the  original 
series  will  have  a  sum  only  if  the  resulting  series  Vo  —  Vj+Vs...  has  a  sum,  that  is, 
if  the  positive  partial  sums  Vo,  v-,,  %, ...  decrease  down  to  zero. 

The  terms  at  the  beginning  of  a  series  may  be  irregular  as  regards  their  signs ; 
but,  when   this   is   so,  all   the   terms  in  question  (assumed  to  be   finite   in   number)  may 
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be  united  into  a  single  term,  which  is  of  course  finite,  and  instea*!  of  the  original 
series  ou!y  the  remaining  terms  of  the  series  need  be  considered.  Every  infinite  series 
whatever  is  thus  substantially  included  under  the  two  forms, — terms  all  positive  and 
terms  alternately  positive  and  negative. 

11.  In  brief,  the  sum  (if  any)  of  the  infinite  series  ti,o  +  u,  +  u.+  ...  is  the  finite 
limit  (if  any)  of  the  successive  sums  ii^,  u^  +  u,,  u^  +  Ui  +  ih,  ■■■ ;  if  there  is  no  such 
limit,  then  there  is  no  sum.  Observe  that  the  assumed  order  «,,  Mi,  ?tj, ...  of  the 
terms  is  part  of  and  essential  to  the  definition;  the  terms  in  any  other  order  may 
have  a  different  sum,  or  may  have  no  sura.  A  series  having  a  sum  is  said  to  be 
'.'  convergent " ;   a  series  which  has  no  sum  is  "  divergent." 

If  a  series  of  positive  tei-ms  be  convergent,  the  terms  cannot,  it  is  clear,  continually 
increase,  nor  can  they  tend  to  a  fixed  limit:  the  series  1  +  1  +  1  +  .-.  is  divergent. 
For  the  convergency  of  the  series  it  is  necessary  (but,  as  has  been  shown,  not  sufficient) 
that  the  terms  shall  decrease  to  zero.  So,  if  a  series  with  alternately  positive  and 
negative  terms  be  convergent,  the  absolute  magnitudes  cannot,  it  is  clear,  continually 
increase.  In  reference  to  such  a  series  Abel  remarks,  "  Peut-on  imaginer  rien  de  plus 
horrible  que  de  debitor  0=  l"~2"  +  3"-4''4-,  &c.,  oil  n  est  un  nombre  entier  positif?" 
Neither  is  it  allowable  that  the  absolute  magnitudes  shall  tend  to  a  fixed  limit.  The 
so-called  "neutral"  series  1  —  1  +  1—1...  is  divergent:  the  successive  sums  do  not  tend 
to  a  determinate  limit,  but  are  alternately  +  1  and  0;  it  is  necessary  (and  also  sufficient) 
that  the  absolute  magnitudes  shall  decrease  to  zero. 

In  the  so-called  semi-convergent  series,  we  have  an   equation  of  the  form 

S=  U,-  U,+  U,-.... 

where  the  positive  values  f7o,  Ui,  U.,, ...  decrease  to  a  minimum  value,  suppose  Up, 
and  afterwards  increase;  the  series  is  divergent  and  has  no  sum,  and  thus  S  is  not 
the  sum  of  the  series.  8  is  only  a  number  or  function  calculable  approximately  by 
means  of  the  series  regarded  as  a  finite  series  terminating  with  the  term  +  Up.  The 
successive  sums  Ud,  U—  U,  U„~-Ui+  U,, ...  up  to  that  containing  ±  Up,  give  alternately 
superior  and  inferior  limits  of  the  number  or  function  S. 

12,  The  condition  of  convergency  may  be  presented  under  a  different  form  :  let 
the  series  Ua  +  u,  +  iti+  ...  be  convergent,  then,  taking  m  sufficiently  large,  the  sum  is 
the  limit  not  only  of  u„  +  u,+ ... +Um  but  also  of  Mo  +  w,  + ... +«„+„  where  r  is  any 
number  as  large  as  we  please.  The  difference  of  these  two  expressions  must  therefore 
be  indefinitely  small;  by  taking  m  sufficiently  large  the  sum  Mm+i  +  Mi)i+s+...  +  w^+i'  (where 
r  is  any  number  however  large)  can  be  made  as  small  as  we  please ;  or,  as  this  may 
also  be  stated,  the  sum  of  the  infinite  series  Um+i  +  u„^^+  ...  can  be  made  as  small 
as  we  please.  If  the  terms  ai'O  all  positive  (but  not  otherwise),  we  may  take,  instead 
of  the  entire  series  Um+i  +  '>ha+i+ ...,  any  set  of  terms  (not  of  necessity  consecutive 
tenna)  subsequent  to  u^;  that  is,  for  a  convergent  series  of  positive  terms  the  sum 
of  any  set  of  terms  subsequent  to  u,a  can,  by  taking  m  sufficiently  large,  be  made  as 
small  as  we  please. 
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18.  It  follows  that,  in  a  convergent  series  of  positive  terms,  the  terms  may  be  grouped 
together  in  any  manner  so  as  to  form  a  finite  number  of  partial  series  which  will  be 
each  of  them  convergent,  and  such  that  the  sum  of  their  sums  will  be  the  sum  of 
the  given  series.  For  instance,  if  the  given  series  be  «(o  +  Mi  + «3  +  ... ,  then  the  two 
series  w^ +  %  +  «!  +  ...  and  W1  +  M3  +  ...  will  each  be  convergent  and  the  sum  of  their 
sums  will  be  the  sum  of  the  original  series. 

14.  Obviously  the  conclusion  does  not  hold  good  in  general  for  series  of  positive 
and  negative  terms:  for  instance,  the  series  1— J+^— i  +  ..,  is  convergent,  but  the 
two  series  1+^  +  ^+...  and  — i  — J— ■•■  are  each  divergent,  and  thus  without  a  sum. 
In  order  that  the  conclusion  may  be  applicable  to  a  series  of  positive  and  negative 
terms  the  series  must  be  "absolutely  convergent,"  that  is,  it  must  be  convergent  when 
all  the  terms  are  made  positive.  This  implies  that  the  positive  terms  taken  by  them- 
selves are  a  convergent  series,  and  also  that  the  negative  terms  taken  by  themselves 
are  a  convergent  series.  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  remark  that  a  convergent  series  of 
positive  terms  is  absolutely  convergent.  The  question  of  the  convergency  or  divergency 
of  a  series  of  positive  and  negative  terms  is  of  less  importance  than  the  question 
whether  it  is  or  is  not  absolutely  convergent.  But  in  this  latter  question  we  regard 
the  terms  as  all  positive,  and  the  question  in  effect  relates  to  series  containing  positive 
terms  only. 

16.  Consider,  then,  a  series  of  positive  terms  m„ -H  %  + U3  +  ... ;  if  they  ai'e  increas- 
ing— that  is,  if  in  the  limit  Un^.,ju,t  be  greater  than  1 — the  series  is  divergent,  but  if 
less  than  1  the  series  is  convergent.  This  may  be  called  a  first  criterion  ;  but  there 
is  the  doubtful  case  where  the  limit  =1.  A  second  criterion  was  given  by  Cauchy 
and  Raabe ;  but  there  is  here  again  a  doubtful  case  when  the  limit  considered  =  1. 
A  succession  of  criteria  was  established  by  De  Morgan,  which  it  seems  proper  to  give 
in  the  original  form  ;  but  the  equivalent  criteria  established  by  Bertrand  are  somewhat 
more  convenient.     In  what   follows  Ix  is  for   shortness  written   to   denote   the   logarithm 

of   te,    no   matter   to   what   base.     De   Morgan's   form   is   as   follows: — Writing  »„  =  - 

put  pc  =  -^— ;  if  for  a;  =  00  the  limit  a^  »''  Po  be  greater  than  1  the  series  is  conver- 
gent, but  if  less  than  1  it  is  divergent.  If  the  limit  ao=l,  seek  for  the  limit  of 
Pi,  =(Pa  —  ^)i^',  if  this  limit  a^  be  greater  than  1  the  series  is  convergent,  but  if 
less  than  1  it  is  divergent.  If  the  limit  ai  =  l,  seek  for  the  limit  p^,  ={pi  —  l)llic; 
if  this  limit  a^  be  greater  than  1  the  series  is  convergent,  but  if  less  than  I  it  is 
divergent.     And  so  on  indefinitely. 

16.  Bertran^l's  form  is : — If,  in  the  limit  for  n  —  co ,  I  —  In  be  negative  or  less 
than  1  the  series  is  divergent,  but  if  greater  than  1  it  is  convergent.  If  it  =1,  then 
if  I   —  /lln   be   negative   or   less   than   1   the  series  is  divergent,  but   if  greater   than    1 

it  is  convergent.     If  it   =  1,  then   if   I j-  /  llln   be   negative  or   less  than    1   the  scries 

is  divergent,  but  if  greater  than  1  it  is  convergent.     And  so  on  indefinitely. 
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The    last- mentioned   criteria  follow  at  once  from  the  theorem  that  the  several  series 

having  the    general   terms   — ,   — ri-^ ,      ,    .„  ,-,      ,--„-/mt  v-.  ■••   respectively  are  each 
^  n°-     n  {In)'     nm  {lln)"     nlnlln  {UlnY  ^  •' 

of  them  convergent  il'  a   be  greater  than  1,  but  divergent  if  a  he  negative  or  less  than 

1   or   =1.     In    the   simplest   case,  the  series   having  the   general   tei-m    — ,   the    theorem 

may  be  proved  nearly  in  the  manner  in  which  it  is  shown  above  (cf.  §  9)  that  the 
harmonic  series  is  divergent. 

17.     Two  or  more  absolutely  convergent  sei'ics  may  he  added  together, 
K-|-tti  +  Us+...j-t-{%  +  %  +  %+  ..,j  =  (w„H- Wd)  +  (mi. +  %)  +  -..; 
that   is,  the   resulting  series   is   absolutely  convergent   and   has   for  its   sum  the   sum   of 
the  two  sums.     And  similarly  two  or  more  absolutely  convergent  series  may  be  multiplied 
together 

flto  +  Mi  +%  +  ...j  X  {Vo  +  Vi  +  Vs  +  ...|  =  Mo%  +  (Mo*'i  + Wi''o)  +  {ibaVs  +  lh'B,  +  «sUo)  +  ...  ; 

that  is,  the  resulting  series  is  absolutely  convergent  and  has  for  its  sum  the  product 
of  the  two  sums.  But  more  properly  the  multiplication  gives  rise  to  a  doubly  infinite 
series — 


—which  is  a  kind  of  series  which  will  be  presently  considered, 

18.  But  it  is,  in  the  first  instance,  proper  to  consider  a  single  series  extend- 
ing backwards  and  forwards  to  infinity,  or  say  a  back-and-forwards  infinite  series 
... +M_a  +  iLi-l-«o  +  Mi +  «2+ ... ;  such  a  series  maybe  absolutely  convergent,  and  the  sum 
is  then  independent  of  the  order  of  the  terms,  and  in  fact  equal  to  the  sum  of  the 
sums  of  the  two  series  ;*„  +  Mi  +  Mg  +  . . .  and  M-i  +  w_2  +  ((_3  +  . . .  respectively.  But,  if  not 
absolutely  convergent,  the  expression  has  no  definite  meaning  until  it  is  explained  in 
what  manner  the  terms  are  intended  to  he  grouped  together ;  for  instance,  the  expression 
may  be  used  to  denote  the  foregoing  sum  of  two  series,  or  to  denote  the  series 
w,  +  {% -I- M_i)  +  («2  +  M-s)  +  . . .  and  the  sum  may  have  diflferent  values,  or  there  may 
be  no  sum,  accordingly.  Thus,  if  the  series  be  ...  — ^  — 1  +  0  +  ^+^+...,  in  the  former 
meaning  the  two  series  0  +^-{-\  + ...  and  "T~i~---  ^^^  &ii.(ih  divergent,  and  there 
is  not  any  sum.  But  in  the  latter  meaning  the  series  is  0  +  0  +  0  +  . . . ,  which  has  a 
sum  =  0.     So,  if  the  series  be  taken  to  denote  the  limit  of 

(W„  +  M,  +  Wa  +  .  ■  ■  +  mJ  +  (M-1  +  M-2  +  . . .  +  M_,„.), 

where  in,  rn'  are  each  of  them  ultimately  infinite,  there  may  be  a  sum  depending  on 
the  ratio  m  :  in',  which  sum  consequently  acquires  a  determinate  value  only  when  this 
ratio  is  given. 

19.  In  a  singly  infinite  series  we  have  a  general  term  m,,,  where  n  is  an  integer 
positive    in    the    case    of  an    ordinary    series,    and    positive    or    negative    in    the    case    of  a 
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back-and-forwards  series.  Similarly  for  a  doubly  infinite  series,  vie  have  a  general  term 
Wjii,  n,  where  m,  n  are  integers  which  may  be  each  of  them  positive,  and  the  form  of 
the  series  is  then 


or  m,  n  may  be  each  of  them  positive  or  negative.  The  latter  is  the  more  general 
supposition,  and  includes  the  former,  since  u^, «  may  =  0  for  m  or  n  each  or  either 
of  them  negative.  To  put  a  definite  meaning  on  the  notion  of  a  sum,  we  may  regard 
m,  n  as  the  rectangular  coordinates  of  a  point  in  a  plane ;  that  is,  if  m,  n  are  each 
of  them  positive,  we  attend  only  to  the  positive  quadrant  of  the  plane,  but  otherwise 
to  the  whole  plane ;  and  we  have  thus  a  doubly  infinite  system  or  lattice-work  of 
points,  We  may  imagine  a  boundaiy  depending  on  a  parameter  T  which  for  T~<xi  is 
at  every  point  thereof  at  an  infinite  distance  from  the  origin  ;  for  instance,  the  boundary 
may  be  the  circle  afl  +  y'^=T,  or  tiie  four  sides  of  a  rectangle,  x—±aT,  y  =  ±  QT. 
Suppose  the  form  is  given  and  the  value  of  T,  and  let  the  sum  Swm, »  be  understood 
to  denote  the  sum  of  those  terms  ifm,„  which  correspond  to  points  within  the  boundary, 
then,  if  as  y  increases  without  limit  the  sum  in  question  continually  approaches  a 
determinate  limit  (dependent,  it  may  be,  on  the  form  of  the  boundary),  for  such  form 
of  hoii/ndary  the  series  is  said  to  be  convergent,  and  the  sum  of  the  doubly  infinite 
series  is- the  aforesaid  limit  of  the  sum  2«m,  «■  The  condition  of  convergency  may  be 
otherwise  stated :  it  must  be  possible  to  take  T  so  large  that  the  sum  l,Um,  n  for  all 
terms  u^,  n  which  correspond  to  points  outside  the  boundary  shall  be  as  small  as  we 
please. 

It  is  easy  to  see  that,  if  the  terms  u,n,n  be  all  of  them  positive,  and  the  series 
be  convergent  for  any  particulai'  form  of  boundary,  it  will  be  convergent  for  any  other 
form  of  boundary,  and  the  sum  will  be  the  same  in  each  case.  Thus,  let  the  boundary 
be  in  the  first  instance  the  cii-cle  af  +  y'  =  T;  by  taking  T  sufficiently  largo  the  sum 
2wm,  n  for  points  outside  the  circle  may  be  made  as  small  as  we  please.  Consider 
any  other  form  of  boundary — for  instance,  an  ellipse  of  given  eccentricity, — and  let  such 
an  ellipse  be  drawn  including  within  it  the  circle  a^  +  y^=T.  Then  the  sum  2%,,  „ 
for  terms  Mm,„  corresponding  to  points  outside  the  ellipse  will  be  smaller  than  the 
sum  for  points  outside  the  circle,  and  the  difference  of  the  two  sums — that  is,  the 
sum  for  points  outside  the  circle  and  inside  the  ellipse — will  also  be  less  than  that 
for  points  outside  the  circle,  and  can  thus  be  made  as  small  as  we  please.  Hence 
finally  the  sum  2j%,  „,  whether  I'Ostricted  to  terms  u^n  coiTesponding  to  points  inside 
the  circle  or  to  terms  corresponding  to  points  inside  the  ellipse,  will  have  the  same 
value,  or  the  sum  of  the  series  is  independent  of  the  form  of  the  boundary.  Such  a 
series,  viz.  a  doubly  infinite  convergent  series  of  positive  terms,  is  said  to  be  absolutely 
convergent ;  and  similarly  a  doubly  infinite  series  of  positive  and  negative  terms  which 
is  convergent  when  the  terms  are  all  taken  as  positive  is  absolutely  convergent. 

20.     We   have   in   the   preceding   theory  the  foundation  of  the  theorem  {§  17)  as  to 
the   product  of  two   absolutely  convergent  series.     The   product   is   in   the   first   instance 
C.  XI.  79 
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expressed  as  a  doubly  infinite  series ;  and,  if  we  sum  this  for  the  boundaiy  x-\-y  =  T, 
this  is  in  effect  a  summation  of  the  series  UaVi-\-{u^Vi-hihV^+ ...,  which  is  the  product 
of  the  two  series.  It  may  be  further  remarked  that,  starting  with  the  doubly  infinite 
series  and  summing  for  the  rectangular  boundary  x  =  aT,  y  =  0T,  we  obtain  the  sum 
as  the  product  of  the  sums  of  the  two  single  aeries.  For  series  not  absolutely  con- 
vergent,  the   theorem    is   not   true.     A   striking  instance  is  given  by  Cauchy :   the  series 

1 7q  +  7o — Ji'^  ■'■    ^^    convergent   and   has   a   calculable   sum,   but   it   can   be   shown 

without  difficulty  that  its  square,  viz.  the  series  I  — -j^+lj^-t  ^j— ... ,  is  divergent. 

21,  The  case  where  the  terms  of  a  series  are  imaginary  comes  under  that  where 
they  are  real.  Suppose  the  general  term  is  p,i  +  qj,,  then  the  series  will  have  a  sum, 
or  will  be  convergent,  if  and  only  if  the  series  having  for  its  general  term  p^  and 
the  series  having  for  its  general  term  q^  be  each  convergent ;  then  the  sum  =  sum  of 
first  series  +  i  multiplied  by  sum  of  second  series.  The  notion  of  absolute  convergence 
will  of  course  apply  to  each  of  the  series  separately ;  further,  if  the  series  having  for  its 
general  term  the  modulus  Vp\  +  g^„  be  convergent  (that  is,  absolutely  convergent,  since 
the  terms  are  all  positive),  each  of  the  component  series  will  be  absolutely  convergent; 
but  the  condition  is  not  necessary  for  the  convergence,  or  the  absolute  convergence,  of 
the  two  component  series  respectively. 

22.  In  the  series  thus  far  considered,  the  teiTas  are  actual  numbers,  or  are  at 
least  regarded  as  constant;  but  we  may  have  a  series  w„4- )(, +  Ma+ ,..,  where  the 
successive  terms  are  functions  of  a  parameter  z;  in  particular,  we  may  have  a  series 
aa  +  aiZ-\-<h:^+  ■■■  arranged  in  powei-s  of  s.  It  ia  in  view  of  a  complete  theory  necessary 
to  consider  z  as  having  the  imaginary  value  a>  +  iy  =  r  (cos  0  +  i  sin  0).  The  two  com- 
ponent series  will  then  have  the  general  terms  a„j^coSK0  and  a„r"sin)!.^  respectively; 
accordingly  each  of  these  series  will  be  absolutely  convergent  for  any  value  whatever 
of  0,  provided  the  series  with  the  general  term  ffl^r"  be  absolutely  convergent.  More- 
over, the  series,  if  thus  absolutely  convergent  for  any  particular  value  R  of  r,  will  be 
absolutely  convergent  for  any  smaller  value  of  r,  that  is,  for  any  value  of  x  +  iy 
having  a  modulus  not  exceeding  R ;  or,  representing  as  usual  x  +  iy  by  the  point 
whose  rectangular  coordinates  are  x,  y,  the  series  will  be  absolutely  convergent  for  any 
point  whatever  inside  or  on  the  circumference  of  the  circle  having  the  origin  for  centre 
and  its  radius  =  R.  The  origin  is  of  course  an  arbitrary  point  r  or,  what  is  the  same 
thing,  instead  of  a  series  in  powers  of  z,  we  may  consider  a  series  in  powers  oi  z  —  c 
(where  c  is  a  given  imaginary  value  =a  +  /?i).  Starting  from  the  series,  we  may  within 
the  aforesaid  limit  of  absolute  convergency  consider  the  series  as  the  definition  of  a 
function  of  the  variable  z ;  in  particular,  the  series  may  he  absolutely  convergent  for 
every  finite  value  of  the  modulus,  and  we  have  then  a  function  defined  for  every 
finite  value  whatever  x-\'iy  of  the  variable.  Conversely,  starting  irom  a  given  function 
of  the  variable,  we  may  inquire  under  what  conditions  it  admits  of  expansion  in  a 
series  of  powers  of  z  (or  s  -  c),  and  seek  to  determine  the  expansion  of  the  function 
in  a  series  of  this  form.  But  in  all  this,  however,  we  are  travelling  out  of  the  theory 
of  series  into  the  general  theory  of  functions. 
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23.  Considering  the  modulus  r  as  a  given  quantity  and  the  several  powers  of  r  as 
included  in  the  coefficients,  the  component  series  are  of  the  forms  Oo+OiCos^+aaCos  2<^+.,. 
and  a^sin  ^  +  ct3sin20  + ...  respectively.  The  theory  of  these  trigonometrical  or  multiple 
sine  and  cosine  series,  and  of  the  development,  under  proper  conditions,  of  an  arbitrary 
function   in   series   of  these   forms,  constitutes    an   important   and    interesting   branch    of 


24.  In  the  case  of  a  real  variable  z,  we  may  have  a  series  ao  +  (i,2  +  ([j3^+ ...,  where 
the  seiies  »„ +  (ti  +  a.j+ ...  is  a  divergent  series  of  decreasing  positive  terms  (or  as  a 
limiting  case  where  this  series  is  1  +  1  +  1  +  ,..).  For  a  value  of  s  inferior  but  indefinitely 
near  to  ±1,  say  z=±{l-e),  where  e  is  indefinitely  small  and  positive,  the  series  will 
be  convergent  and  have  a  determinate  sum  ^{z\  and  we  may  write  0  (+ 1)  to  denote 
the  limit  of  ^(+(1—6))  as  e  diminishes  to  zero;  but  unless  the  series  be  convergent 
for   the   value   a  =  + 1,   it   cannot   for   this   value   have   a   sum,   nor   consequently   a   sum 

=  (j>(±  1).     For  instance,  let  the  series  be  s  +  -^  +  -^+ ... ,  which  for  values  of  z   between 

the  limits  ±  1  (both  limits  excluded)  =  —  log  (1  —  e).  For  s  =  +  1  the  series  is  divergent 
and  has  no  sum ;  but  for  s  =  1  —  e,  as  e  diminishes  to  zero,  we  have  —  log  6  and 
(1  — e)  + J(l  —  e)'+ ...,  each  positive  and  increasing  without  limit;   for  z  =  —l,  the  series 

1— ^  +  ^— 1  +  .,.   is  convergent,  and  we  have  at  the   limit   log2  =  l  —  ■^  +  ^  — ^  + As 

a  second  example,  consider  the  series  l  +  z  +  s''+  ... ,  which  for  values  of  z  between  the 

limits  +  1  (both  limits  excluded)  =- .     For  z=  +  l,  the  series  is  divergent  and  has  no 

sum;   but  for  2=l--e,  as  e  diminishes  to  zero,  wc  have  -  and  1 +(1  — e) +  (1  -  e)^+ ..., 

each   positive  and   increasing  without   limit ;   for  z  —  —  l    the  series  is  divergent  and  has 

no   sum  ;  the   equation   ^ =1 -(1 -e) +(1  —  e)^- ...  is  true  for  any  positive  value  of  e 

however  small,  but  not  for  the  value  e  =  0. 

The  following  memoirs  and  works  may  be  consulted :- — Oauchy,  Gmtrs  d' Analyse  de 
Vl^cole    Polytechnique — part    I.,    Analyse    AlgSbrique,    8vo.    Paris,     1821;    Abel,    "Unter- 

suchungen  Uber  die  Reihe  1 +  —  «+—'== — ^-^jc' +...,"  in  Orelle's  Joum.  de  Math.,  vol.  i. 

(1826),  pp.  211 — 239,  and  (Euvres  (French  trans.),  vol.  i. ;  De  Morgan,  Treatise  on  the 
Differential  and  Integral  Calculus,  8vo.  London,  1842 ;  Id.,  "  On  Divergent  Series  and 
various  Points  of  Analysis  connected  with  them  "  (1844),  in  Gamb.  Phil.  Trams.,  voL  viii. 
(1849),  and  other  memoirs  in  Gamb.  Phil.  Trans.;  Bertrand,  "Rfegles  sur  la  Conver- 
gence des  Series,"  in  Liouv.  Joum.  de  Math.,  vol  vii.  (1842),  pp.  35-- 54 ;  Cayley,  "  On 
the  Inverse  Elliptic  Functions,"  Gamb.  Math.  Joum.,  vol.  iv.  (1845),  pp.  257— 277,  [24], 
and  "  M^moiro  sur  les  Fonctions  doublement  periodiques,"  in  Liouv.  Joum.  de  Math., 
vol.  X.  (1845),  pp.  385—420,  [25],  (as  to  the  boundary  for  a  doubly  infinite  series): 
Riemann,  "TJeber  die  Darstellbarkeit  einer  Function  durch  eine  trigone metrische  Reihe," 
in  Gott  Abh.,  vol.  xiii.  (1854),  and  Werke,  Leipsic,  1876,  pp.  213 — 253  (contains  an 
account  of  preceding  researches  by  Euler,  D'Alembert,  Fourier,  Lejeune-Dirichlet,  &c.) ; 
Catalan,  Trait4  Minientaire  des  Series,  8vo.  Paris,  1860 ;  Boole,  Treatise  on  the  Calculus 
of  Finite  Differences,  2nd  ed.  by  Moulton,  8vo.  London,  1872. 
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797. 

SURFACE,  CONGRUENCE,  COMPLEX. 

[From  the  Encydopwdia  Britannicu,  Ninth  Edition,  vol.  xxrr.  (1887),  pp,  (568 — 672.] 

In  the  article  Curve  [785],  the  subject  was  treated  irom  an  histoncal  point  of  view 
for  the  purpose  of  showing  how  the  leading  ideas  of  the  theory  were  successively 
arrived  at.  These  leading  ideas  apply  to  surfaces,  but  the  ideas  peculiar  to  surfaces 
are  scarcely  of  the  like  fundamental  nature,  being  rather  developments  of  the  former 
set  in  their  appHcation  to  a  more  advanced  portion  of  geometry;  there  is  consequently 
less  occasion  for  the  historical  mode  of  treatment.  Curves  in  space  were  briefly  con- 
sidered in  the  same  article,  and  they  will  not  be  discussed  here ;  hut  it  Is  proper  to 
refer  to  them  in  connexion  with  the  other  notions  of  solid  geometry.  In  plane 
geometry  the  elementary  figures  are  the  point  and  the  line ;  and  we  then  have  the 
curve,  which  may  be  regarded  as  a  singly  infinite  system  of  points,  and  also  as  a 
singly  infinite  system  of  lines.  In  solid  geometry  the  elementary  figures  are  the  point, 
the  line,  and  the  plane ;  we  have,  moreover,  first,  that  which  under  one  aspect  is  the 
curve  and  under  another  aspect  the  developable  (or  torse),  and  which  may  be  regarded 
as  a  singly  infinite  system  of  points,  of  lines,  or  of  planes;  and  secondly,  the  surface, 
which  may  be  regarded  as  a  doubly  infinite  system  of  points  or  of  planes,  and  also 
as  a  special  triply  infinite  system  of  lines.  (The  tangent  lines  of  a  surface  are  a 
special  complex.)  As  distinct  particular  cases  of  the  first  figure,  we  have  the  plane 
curve  and  the  cone :  and  as  a  particular  case  of  the  second  figure,  the  ruled  surfece, 
regulus,  or  singly  infinite  system  of  lines ;  we  have,  besides,  the  congruence  or  doubly 
infinite  system  of  lines,  and  the  complex  or  triply  infinite  system  of  lines.  And  thus 
crowds  of  theories  arise  which  have  hardly  any  analogues  in  plane  geometry ;  the 
relation  of  a  curve  to  the  various  surfaces  which  can  be  drawn  through  it,  and  that 
of  a  surfece  to  the  various  curves  which  can  be  drawn  upon  it,  are  different  in  kind 
from  those  which  in  plane  geometry  most  nearly  correspond  to  them, — the  relation  of 
a  system  of  points  to  the  different  curves  through  them  and  that  of  a  curve  to  the 
systems  of  points  upon  it.  In  particular,  there  is  nothing  in  plane  geometrj-  to  corre- 
sp(md   to   the   theory   of    the   curves    of   curvature   of   a   surface.     Again,   to    the   single 
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theorem  of  plane  geometi-y,  that  a  line  ia  the  shortest  distance  between  two  points, 
there  correspond  in  solid  geometry  two  extensive  and  difficult  theories, — that  of  the 
geodesic  lines  on  a  surface  and  that  of  the  minimal  surface,  or  surfiice  of  minimum 
area,  for  a  given  boundary.  And  it  would  be  easy  to  say  more  in  iilusti-ation  of  the 
great  extent  and  complexity  of  the  subject. 


Surfaces  in  General ;   Torses,  <&c. 

1.  A  surface  may  be  regarded  as  the  locua  of  a  doubly  infinite  system  of 
points, — that  is,  the  locus  of  the  system  of  points  determined  by  a  single  equation 
JJ={*~^a:,  y,  s,  1)",  =0,  between  the  Cartesian  coordinates  (to  fix  the  ideas,  say  rect- 
angular coordinates)  x,  y,  z\  or,  if  we  please,  by  a  single  homogeneous  relation 
JJ  =  {*^x,  y,  z,  w)",  =  0,  between  the  quadriplanar  coordinates  x,  y,  z,  vi.  The  degree  n 
of  the  equation  is  the  order  of  the  surface;  and  this  definition  of  the  order  agrees 
with  the  geometrical  one,  that  the  order  of  the  surface  is  equal  to  the  number  of 
the  intersections  of  the  surftice  by  an  arbitrary  line.  Starting  from  the  foregoing  point 
definition  of  the  surface,  we  might  develop  the  notions  of  the  tangent  line  and  the 
tangent  plane ;  but  it  will  be  more  convenient  to  consider  the  surface  ah  initio  from 
the  more  general  point  of  view  in  its  relation  to  the  point,  the  line,  and  the  plane. 

2.  Mention  has  been  made  of  the  plane  curve  and  the  cone ;  it  is  proper  to 
recall  that  the  order  of  a  plane  curve  is  equal  to  the  number  of  its  intersections 
by  an  ai-bitrary  line  (in  the  plane  of  the  curve),  and  that  its  class  is  equal  to  the 
number  of  tangents  to  the  curve  which  pass  through  an  arbitrary  point  (in  the  plane 
of  the  curve).  The  cone  is  a  figure  correlative  to  the  plane  curve :  coi-responding  to 
the  plane  of  the  curve  we  have  the  vertex  of  the  cone,  to  its  tangents  the  genei'ating 
lines  of  the  cone,  and  to  its  points  the  tangent  planes  of  the  cone.  But  from  a 
different  point  of  view,  we  may  consider  the  generating  lines  of  the  cone  as  corre- 
sponding to  the  points  of  the  curve  and  its  tangent  planes  as  con-espooding  to  the 
tangents  of  the  curve.  From  this  point  of  view,  we  define  the  order  of  the  cone  as 
equal  to  the  number  of  its  intersections  (generating  lines)  by  an  arbitrary  plane  through 
the  vertex,  and  its  class  as  equal  to  the  number  of  the  tangent  planes  which  pass 
through  an  arbitrary  line  through  the  vertex.  And  in  the  same  way  that  a  plane 
curve  has  singularities  (singular  points  and  singular  tangents),  so  a  cone  has  singularities 
(singular  generating  lines  and  singular  tangent  planes). 

3.  Consider  now  a  surface  in  connexion  with  an  arbitrary  line.  The  line  meets 
the  surface  in  a  certain  number  of  points,  and,  as  already  mentioned,  the  ordei-  of  the 
surface  is  equal  to  the  number  of  these  intersections.  We  have  through  the  line  a 
certain  number  of  tangent  planes  of  the  surface,  and  the  class  of  the  surface  is  equal 
to  the  number  of  these  tangent  planes. 

But,  further,  through  the  line  imagine  a  plane;  this  meets  the  surface  in  a  curve 
the  order  of  which  is  equal  (as  is  at  once  seen)  to  the  order  of  the  surface.  Again, 
on  the  line  imagine  a  point;  this  is  the  vertex  of  a  cone  circumscribing  the  surl'ace, 
and   the   class    of  this   cone   is   equal   (as  is   at   once   seen)  to   the   class   of  the   sui'face. 
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The  tangent  lines  of  the  surface,  which  lie  in  the  plane,  are  nothing  else  than  the 
tangents  of  the  plane  section,  and  thus  form  a  singly  infinite  series  of  lines ;  similarly, 
the  tangent  lines  of  the  siu'face,  which  pass  through  the  point,  are  nothing  else  than 
the  generating  lines  of  the  circumscribed  cone,  and  thus  form  a  singly  infinite  series 
of  lines.  But,  if  we  consider  those  tangent  lines  of  the  surface  which  aj-e  at  once 
in  the  plane  and  through  the  point,  we  see  that  they  are  finite  in  number:  and  we 
define  the  rank  of  a  surface  as  equal  to  the  number  of  tangent  lines  which  lie  in 
a  given  plane  and  pass  through  a  given  point  in  that  plane.  It  at  once  follows  that 
the  class  of  the  plane  section  and  the  order  of  the  circumscribed  cone  are  each  equal 
to  the  rank  of  the  surface,  and  are  thus  equal  to  each  other.  It  may  be  noticed  that 
for  a  general  surface  (<»^x,  y,  z,  luf-,  =0,  of  order  n  without  point  singularities  the 
rank  is  a,  =n(n—V),  and  the  class  is  «',  ^nin  —  Vf;  this  implies  (what  is,  in  fact, 
the  case)  that  the  circumscribed  cone  has  line  singulai-ities,  for  otherwise  its  class, 
that  is,  the  class  of  the  surface,  would  be  a(((~l),  which  is  not  =n(^i  —  \f. 

4.  In  the  last  preceding  number,  the  notions  of  the  tangent  line  and  the  tangent 
plane  have  been  assumed  as  known,  but  they  require  to  be  further  explained  in 
reference  to  the  original  point  definition  of  the  surface.  Speaking  generally,  we  may 
say  that  the  points  of  the  surface  consecutive  to  a  given  point  on  it  lie  in  a  plane 
which  is  the  tangent  plane  at  the  given  point,  and  conversely  the  given  point  is  the 
point  of  contact  of  this  tangent  plane,  and  that  any  line  through  the  point  of  contact 
and  in  the  tangent  plane  is  a  tangent  line  touching  the  surface  at  the  point  of 
contact.  Hence  we  see  at  once  that  the  tangent  line  is  any  line  meeting  the  surface 
in  two  consecutive  points,  or — what  is  the  same  thing— a  line  meeting  the  surface  in 
the  point  of  contact,  counting  as  two  intersections,  and  in  n  —  2  other  points.  But, 
from  the  foregoing  notion  of  the  tangent  plane  as  a  plane  containing  the  point  of 
contact  and  the  consecutive  points  of  the  surface,  the  passage  to  the  true  definition 
of  the  tangent  plane  is  not  equally  obvious.  A  plane  in  general  meets  the  surface 
of  the  order  w  in  a  curve  of  that  order  without  double  points;  but  the  plane  may 
be  such  that  the  curve  has  a  double  point,  and  when  this  is  so  the  plane  is  a 
tangent  plane  having  the  double  point  for  its  point  of  contact.  The  double  point  is 
either  an  acnode  (isolated  point),  then  the  surface  at  the  point  in  question  is  convex 
towards  (that  is,  concave  away  from)  the  tangent  plane ;  or  else  it  is  a  crunode,  and 
the  surface  at  the  point  in  question  is  then  concavo-convex,  that  is,  it  has  its  two 
curvatures  in  opposite  senses  (see  infra,  No.  16).  Observe  that,  in  either  case,  any  line 
whatever  in  the  plane  and  through  the  point  meets  the  surface  in  the  points  in 
which  it  meets  the  plane  curve,  namely,  in  the  point  of  contact,  which  qua  double 
point   counts   as    two   intersections,  and    in   ji  —  2    other  points ;    that   is,   we    have    the 


Hosted  by 


Google 


797]  SURFACE.  631 

point  singularities  and  line  singulaiities ;  corresponding  to  these,  we  have  for  the  surface 
isolated  point  singularities  and  isolated  plane  singulai'ities,  but  there  are  besides  con- 
tinuous singularities  applying  to  curves  on  or  torses  circumscribed  to  the  surface,  and 
it  is  among  these  that  we  have  the  non-speciai  singularities  which  piay  the  most, 
important  part  in  the  theory.  Thus  the  plane  curve  represented  by  the  general  equation 
{*^x,  y,  zY  =  0,  of  any  given  order  n,  has  the  non-special  line  singularities  of  inflexions 
and  double  tangents ;  coiTesponding  to  this,  the  surface  represented  by  the  general 
equation  (  *'§(b,  y,  s,  wj^  =  0,  of  any  given  order  n,  has,  not  the  isolated  plane  singul- 
arities, but  the  continuous  singularities  of  the  spin  ode  curve  or  torse  and  the  node- 
couplc  curve  or  torse.  A  plane  may  meet  the  sur&ee  in  a  curve  having  (1)  a  cusp 
(spinode)  or  (2)  a  pair  of  double  points;  in  each  case,  there  is  a  singly  infinite 
system  of  such  singular  tangent  planes,  and  the  locus  of  the  points  of  contact  is  the 
curve,  the  envelope  of  the  tangent  planes  the  torse.  The  reciprocal  singularities  to 
these  are  the  nodal  curve  and  the  cuspidal  curve:  the  surface  may  intersect  or  touch 
itself  along  a  curve  in  such  wise  that,  cutting  the  surface  by  an  arbitrary  plane,  the 
curve  of  intersection  has,  at  each  intersection  of  the  plane  with  the  curve  on  the 
surface,  (1)  a  double  point  (node)  or  (2)  a  cusp.  Observe  that  these  are  singularities 
not  occiuring  in  the  surface  represented  by  the  general  equation  (sjic,  y,  s,  w)"  =  0 
of  any  order;  observe  further  that,  in  the  case  of  both  or  either  of  these  singularities, 
the  definition  of  the  tangent  plane  must  be  modified.  A  tangent  plane  is  a  plane 
such  that  there  is  in  the  plane  section  a  double  point  in  addition  to  the  nodes  or 
cusps  at  the  intersections  with  the  singular  lines  on  the  aui'face. 

6.  As  regards  isolated  singularities,  it  will  be  sufficient  to  mention  the  point 
singularity  of  the  conical  point  (or  cnicnode)  and  the  con-esponding  plane  singularity 
of  the  conic  of  contact  (or  cnictrope).  In  the  former  case,  we  have  a  point  such  that 
the  consecutive  points,  instead  of  lying  in  a  tangent  plane,  lie  on  a  quadric  cone, 
having  the  point  for  its  vertex ;  in  the  latter  case,  we  have  a  plane  touching  the 
surface  along  a  conic,  that  is,  the  complete  intersection  of  the  surface  by  the  plane 
is  made  up  of  the  conic  taken  twice  and  of  a  residual  curve  of  the  order  n—  4. 

7.  We  may,  in  the  general  theory  of  surfaces,  consider  either  a  surface  and  its 
reciprocal  surftice,  the  reciprocal  surface  being  taken  to  be  the  surface  enveloped  by 
the  polar  planes  (in  regard  to  a  given  quadric  surface)  of  the  points  of  the  original 
surface ;  or — what  is  better— we  may  consider  a  given  suriace  in  reference  to  the 
reciprocal  relations  of  its  order,  rank,  class,  and  singularities.  In  either  case,  we  have 
a  series  of  unaccented  letters  and  a  coiTesponding  series  of  accented  letters,  and  the 
relations  between  them  are  such  that  we  may  in  any  equation  interchange  the  accented 
and  the  unaccented  letters;  in  some  cases,  an  unaccented  letter  may  be  equal  to  the 
corresponding  accented  letter.  Thus,  let  n,  n'  be  as  before  the  order  and  the  class  of  the 
surface,  but,  instead  of  immediately  defining  the  rank,  let  a  be  used  to  denote  the 
class  of  the  plane  section  and  a'  the  order  of  the  circumscribed  cone;  also  let  S,  S' 
be  numbers  referring  to  the  singularities.  The  form  of  the  relations  is  a  =  a'  (=  rank 
of  surface);  a'=n(n-l)-S;  n'  =  n(n-iy  -  S;  a  =  «'(w'-l)-S";  w^n'in' -If  ~S'. 
In  these  last  equations  S,  S'  are  merely  written  down  to  denote  proper  corresponding 
combinations   of  the   several   numbers   referring  to   the   singularities   collectively   denoted 
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by  S,  S'    respectively.     The    theory,  as  already  mentioned,  is  a   complex  aaid  difficult  one, 
and  it  is  not  the  intention  to  further  develop  it  here. 

8.  A  developable  or  torse  corresponds  to  a  curve  in  space,  in  the  same  manner 
as  a  cone  corresponds  to  a  plane  curve :  although  capable  of  representation  by  an 
equation  U—(*'^s!,  y,  z,  w)"-,  =0,  and  bo  of  coming  under  the  foregoing  point  definition 
of  a  surface^  it  is  an  entirely  distinct  geometrical  conception.  Wo  may  indeed,  qua 
surface,  regfai-d  it  as  a  surface  characterized  by  the  property  that  each  of  its  tangent 
planes  touches  it,  not  at  a  single  point,  but  along  a  line;  this  is  equivalent  to  saying 
that  it  is  the  envelope,  not  of  a  doubly  infinite  series  of  planes,  as  is  a  proper  surface, 
but  of  a  singly  infinite  system  of  planes.  But  it  is  perhaps  easier  to  regard  it  as 
the  locus  of  a  singly  infinite  system  of  lines,  each  line  meeting  the  consecutive  Sine, 
or,  what  is  the  same  thing,  the  lines  being  tangent  lines  of  a  curve  in  space.  The 
tangent  plane  is  then  the  plane  through  two  consecutive  lines,  or,  what  is  the  same 
thing,  an  osculating  plane  of  the  curve,  whence  also  the  tangent  plane  intersects  the 
surface  in  the  generating  line  counting  twice,  and  in  a  residual  curve  of  the  order 
H  —  2.  The  curve  is  said  to  be  the  edge  of  regression  of  the  developable,  and  it  is 
a  cuspidal  curve  thereof;  that  is  to  say,  any  plane  section  of  the  developable  has  at 
each  point  of  intersection  with  the  edge  of  regression  a  cusp.  A  sheet  of  paper  bent 
in  any  manner  without  crumpling  gives  a  developable;  but  we  cannot  with  a  single 
sheet  of  paper  properly  exhibit  the  form  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  edge  of 
regression:  we  need  two  sheets  connected  along  a  plane  curve,  which,  when  the  paper 
is  bent,  becomes  the  edge  of  regression  and  appears  as  a  cuspidal  curve  on  the  surface. 

It  may  be  mentioned  that  the  condition  which  must  be  satisfied  in  order  that 
the  equation  [/  =  0  shall  represent  a  developable  is  H(U)=0;  that  is,  the  Hessian 
or  functional  determinant  formed  with  the  second  differential  coefficients  of  U  must 
vanish  in  virtue  of  the  equation  U  =  0,  or — what  is  the  same  thing— ^(17)  must 
contain  fT"  as  a  fiictor.  If  in  Cartesian  coordinates  the  equation  is  taken  in  the  form 
^"fi^i  y)=0'  then  the  condition  is  rt  —  s'=0  identically,  where  r,  s,  t  denote  as  usual 
the  second  differential  coefficients  of  z  in  regard  to  a>,  y  respectively. 

9.  A  ruled  surface  or  regulus  is  the  locus  of  a  singly  infinite  system  of  lines, 
where  the  consecutive  lines  do  not  intersect ;  this  is  a  true  surfiice,  for  there  is  a 
doubly  infinite  series  of  tangent  planes, — in  fact,  any  plane  through  any  one  of  the 
lines  is  a  tangent  plane  of  the  surface,  touching  it  at  a  point  on  the  line,  and  in 
such  wise  that,  as  the  tangent  plane  turns  about  the  line,  the  point  of  contact  moves 
along  the  line.  The  complete  intersection  of  the  surface  by  the  tangent  piano  is  made 
up  of  the  line  counting  once  and  of  a  residual  curve  of  the  oixier  n  — 1.  A  quadric 
surface  is  a  regulus  in  a  twofold  manner,  for  there  are  on  the  surface  two  systems 
of  lines  each  of  which  is  a  regulus.  A  cubic  surface  may  be  a  regulus  (see  No. 
11  infra). 

Surfaces  of  the  Orders  2,  3,  and  4. 

10.  A  surface  of  the  second  order  or  a  quadric  surface  is  a  surface  such  that 
eveiy  line  meets  it  in  two  points,  or — what  comes  to  the  same  thing — such  that  every 
plane    section   thereof   is   a  conic   or   quadric    curve.     Such    surfaces   have   been   studied 
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from  every  point  of  view.  The  only  singular  forms  are  when  there  is  (i)  a  conical 
point  (cnicnode),  when  the  surface  is  a  cone  of  the  second  order  or  quadricone;  (ii)  a 
conic  of  contact  (cnictrope),  when  the  surface  is  this  conic ;  from  a  different  point  of 
view  it  is  a  surface  aplatie  or  flattened  surface.  Excluding  these  degenerate  forma, 
the  surface  is  of  the  order,  rank,  and  class  each  =  2,  and  it  has  no  singularities. 
Distinguishing  the  forms  according  to  reality,  we  have  the  ellipsoid,  the  hyperboloid  of 
two  sheets,  the  hyperboloid  of  one  sheet,  the  elliptic  paraboloid,  and  the  hyperbolic 
paraboloid  (see  Geometry,  Analytical,  [790]).  A  particular  case  of  the  ellipsoid  is  the 
sphere;  in  abstract  geometry,  this  is  a  quadric  surfeee  passing  through  a  given  quadric 
curve,  the  circle  at  infinity.  The  tangent  plane  of  a  quadric  surface  meets  it  in  a 
quadric  curve  having  a  node,  that  is,  in  a  pair  of  lines;  hence  there  are  on  the  surface 
two  singly  infinite  seta  of  lines.  Two  lines  of  the  same  set  do  not  meet,  but  each  line 
of  the  one  set  meets  eaeh  line  of  the  other  set;  the  surface  is  thus  a  regulus  in  a 
twofold  manner.  The  lines  are  real  for  the  hyperboloid  of  one  sheet  and  for  the 
hyperbolic  paraboloid;   for  the  other  forms  of  surface  they  are  imaginary. 

11.  We  have  next  the  surface  of  the  third  order  or  cubic  surface,  which  has  also 
been  very  completely  studied.  Such  a  surface  may  have  isolated  point  singularities 
(cnicnodes  or  points  of  higher  singularity),  or  it  may  have  a  nodal  line ;  we  have  thus 
21  +  2,  =  23  cases.  In  the  general  case  of  a  surface  without  any  singularities,  the 
order,  rank,  and  class  are  =  3,  6,  12  respectively.  The  surface  has  upon  it  27  lines, 
lying  by  threes  in  45  planes,  which  are  triple  tangent  planes.  Observe  that  the 
tangent  plane  is  a  plane  meeting  the  surface  in  a  curve  having  a  node.  For  a 
surface  of  any  given  order  n  there  will  be  a  certain  number  of  planes  each  meeting 
the  surface  in  a  curve  with  3  nodes,  that  is,  triple  tangent  planes;  and,  in  the 
particular  case  where  ?i  =  3,  the  cubic  curve  with  3  nodes  is  of  course  a  set  of  3  lines ; 
it  is  found  that  the  number  of  triple  tangent  planes  is,  as  just  mentioned,  =  46.  This 
would  give  135  lines,  but  through  each  line  we  have  5  such  planes,  and  the  number 
of  lines  is  thiis  =  27.  The  theory  of  the  27  lines  is  an  extensive  and  interesting  one ; 
in  particular,  it  may  be  noticed  that  we  can,  in  thirty-six  ways,  select  a  system  of 
6x6  lines,  or  "  double  sixer,"  such  that  no  2  lines  of  the  same  set  intersect  each 
other,  but  that  each  line  of  the  one  set  intersects  each  line  of  the  other  set. 

A  cubic  surface  having  a  nodal  line  is  a  ruled  surface  or  regulus;  in  fact,  any 
plane  through  the  nodal  line  meets  the  surface  in  this  line  counting  twice  and  in  a 
residual  line,  and  there  is  thus  on  the  surface  a  singly  infinite  set  of  lines.  There 
are  two  forms ;   but  the  distinction  between  them  need  not  be  referred  to  here. 

12.  As  regards  quartic  surfaces,  only  particular  forms  have  been  much  studied. 
A  quarfic  surface  can  have  at  most  16  conical  points  (cnicnodes);  an  instance  of  such 
a  surface  is  Fresnel's  wave  surface,  which  has  4  real  cnicnodes  in  one  of  the  principal 
planes,  4x2  imaginary  ones  in  the  other  two  principal  planes,  and  4  imaginary  ones  at 
infinity, — in  all  16  cnicnodes;  the  same  surface  has  also  4  real  +  12  imaginary  planes 
eaeh  touching  the  surface  along  a  circle  (cnictropes), — in  all  16  cnictropes.  It  was 
easy  by  a  mere  homographic  transformation  to  pass  to  the  more  general  surface  called 
the   tetrahedioid ;    but    this   was    itself   only   a    particular    form   of    the    general   surface 
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with   16   cnicnodes   and   16   cnictropes   first   studied   by  Kummer.     Quartic   surfaces  with 
a  smaller  number  of  coicnodes  have  also  been  considered. 

Another  very  important  form  is  the  quartic  surface  having  a  nodal  conic;  the 
nodal  conic  may  be  the  circle  at  infinity,  and  we  have  then  the  so-called  analla^matic 
surface,  otherwise  the  cyclide  (which  includes  the  particular  form  called  Dupin's  cyclide). 
These  correspond  to  the  bicircular  quartic  curve  of  plane  geometry.  Other  forms  of 
quartic  surface  might  be  refeiTed  to. 

Congruences  and  Complexes. 

13.  A  congruence  is  a  doubly  infinite  system  of  lines.  A  line  depends  on  four 
parameters  and  can  therefore  be  determined  so  as  to  satisfy  four  conditions ;  if  only 
two  conditions  are  imposed  on  the  line,  we  have  a  doubly  infinite  system  of  lines  or 
a  congruence.  For  instance,  the  lines  meeting  each  of  two  given  lines  form  a  con- 
gruence. It  is  hardly  necessary  to  remark  that,  imposing  on  the  line  one  more 
condition,  we  have  a  ruled  surface  or  regulus ;  thus  we  can  in  an  infinity  of  ways 
separate  the  congruence  into  a  singly  infijiite  system  of  reguli  or  of  torses  (see  infra, 
No.  16). 

Considering  in  connexion  with  the  congruence  two  arbitrary  lines,  there  will  be  in 
the  congruence  a  determinate  number  of  lines  which  meet  each  of  these  two  lines ; 
and  the  number  of  lines  thus  meeting  the  two  lines  is  said  to  be  the  order-class 
of  the  congruence.  If  the  two  arbitrary  lines  are  taken  to  intersect  each  other,  the 
congruence  lines  which  meet  each  of  the  two  lines  separate  themselves  into  two 
sets, — those  which  lie  in  the  plane  of  the  two  lines  and  those  which  pass  through 
their  intersection.  There  will  be  in  the  former  set  a  determinate  number  of  congruence 
lines  which  is  the  order  of  the  congruence,  and  in  the  latter  set  a  determinate  number 
of  congi'uence  lines  which  is  the  class  of  the  congruence.  In  other  words,  the  order 
of  the  congruence  is  equal  to  the  number  of  congruence  lines  lying  in  an  arbitrary 
plane,  and  its  class  to  the  number  of  congruence  lines  passing  through  an  arbitrary 
point. 

The  following  systems  of  lines  form  each  of  them  a  congruence: — (A)  lines  meeting 
each  of  two  given  curves ;  (B)  lines  meeting  a  given  curve  twice ;  (0)  lines  meeting 
a  given  curve  and  touching  a  given  surface;  (D)  lines  touching  each  of  two  given 
surfaces ;  (E)  lines  touching  a  given  surface  tmce,  or,  say,  the  bitangents  of  a  given 
surface. 

The  last  case  is  the  most  general  one ;  and  conversely,  for  a  given  congruence, 
there  will  be  in  general  a  surface  having  the  congruence  lines  for  bitangents.  This 
surface  is  said  to  be  the  focal  surface  of  the  congruence ;  the  general  surface  with 
16  cnicnodes  first  presented  itself  in  this  manner  as  the  focal  surface  of  a  congruence. 
But  the  focal  surface  may  degenerate  into  the  forms  belonging  to  the  other  cases 
A,  E,  C,  D. 

14.  A  complex  is  a  triply  infinite  system  of  lines, — for  instance,  the  tangent  lines 
of  a   surface.     Considering   an   arbitrary  point   in   connexion   with  the  complex,  the  com- 
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plex  lines  which  pass  through  the  point  form  a  cone ;  considering  a  plane  in  connexion 
with  it,  the  complex  lines  which  lie  in  the  plane  envelope  a  curve.  It  is  easy  to 
see  that  the  class  of  the  curve  is  equal  to  the  order  of  the  cone;  in  fact,  each  of 
these  numbers  is  equal  to  the  number  of  complex  Hoes  which  lie  in  an  arbitrary 
plane  and  pass  through  an  arbitrary  point  of  that  plane ;  and  we  then  say  order  of 
complex  =  order  of  curve ;  rank  of  complex  =  class  of  curve  =  order  of  cone ;  class  of 
complex  =  class  of  cone.  It  is  to  be  observed  that,  while  for  a  congruence  there  is 
in  general  a  surface  having  the  congruence  lines  for  bitangente,  for  a  complex  there 
is  not  in  general  any  surfiice  having  the  complex  lines  for  tangents ;  the  tangent 
lines  of  a  surface  are  thus  only  a  special  form  of  complex.  The  theory  of  complexes 
first  presented  itself  in  the  researches  of  Malus  on  systems  of  rays  of  light  in  connexion 
with  double  refraction, 

15.  The  analytical  theory  as  well  of  congruences  as  of  complexes  is  most  easily 
carried  out  by  means  of  the  six  coordinates  of  a  line ;  viz.  there  are  coordinates 
(a,  b,  c,  f,  g,  h)  connected  by  the  equation  a/+bff+ch  =  0,  and  therefore  such  that  the 
ratios  a  :  b  :  o  :  f  :  g  :  h  constitute  a  system  of  four  arbitrary  parameters.  We  have 
thus  a  congruence  of  the  order  n  represented  by  a  single  homogeneous  equation  of 
that  order  (*5a,  b,  c,  f,  g,  hy  =  0  between  the  six  coordinates ;  two  such  relations 
determine  a  congruence.  But  we  have  in  regard  to  congruences  the  same  difficulty 
as  that  which  presents  itself  in  regard  to  curves  in  space :  it  is  not  every  congruence 
which  can  be  represented  completely  and  precisely  by  two  such  equations. 

The  linear  equation  {*\a,  h,  c,  f,  g,  h)  =  0  represents  a  congruence  of  the  first 
order  or  linear  congruence;  such  congruences  are  interesting  both  in  geometry  and  in 
connexion  with  the  theory  of  forces  acting  on  a  rigid  body. 

Curves  of  Curvature;    Asymptotic  Lines. 

16.  The  normals  of  a  surface  form  a  congruence.  In  any  congruence,  the  lines 
consecutive  to  a  given  congruence  line  do  not  in  general  meet  this  line ;  but  there  is 
a  determinate  number  of  consecutive  lines  which  do  meet  it ;  or,  attending  for  the 
moment  to  only  one  of  these,  say  the  congruence  line  is  met  by  a  consecutive  con- 
gruence line.  In  particular,  each  normal  is  met  by  a  consecutive  normal;  this  again 
is  met  by  a  consecutive  normal,  and  so  on.  That  is,  we  have  a  singly  infinite  system 
of  normals  each  meeting  the  consecutive  normal,  and  so  forming  a  torse ;  starting  from 
different  normals  successively,  we  obtain  a  singly  infinite  system  of  such  torses.  But 
each  normal  is  in  fact  met  by  two  consecutive  normals,  and,  using  in  the  construction 
first  the  one  and  then  the  other  of  these,  we  obtain  two  singly  infinite  systems  of 
torses  each  intersecting  the  given  surface  at  right  angles.  In  other  words,  if  in  place 
of  the  norma!  we  consider  the  point  on  the  surface,  we  obtain  on  the  surface  two 
singly  infinite  systems  of  curves  such  that  for  any  curve  of  either  system  the  normals 
at  consecutive  points  intersect  each  other ;  moreover,  for  each  normal  the  torses  of  the 
two  systems  intersect  each  other  at  right  angles ;  and  therefore  for  each  point  of  the 
surface  the  curves  of  the  two  systems  intersect  each  other  at  right  angles.  The  two 
systems  of  curves  are  said  to  be  the  curves  of  curvature  of  the  surface, 
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The  normal  is  met  by  the  two  consecutive  normals  in  two  points  which  are  the 
centres  of  curvature  for  the  point  on  the  surface ;  these  lie  either  on  the  same  aide 
of  the  point  or  on  opposite  sides,  and  the  surface  has  at  the  point  in  question  like 
curvatures  or  opposite  curvatures  in  the  two  cases  respectively  (see  supra.  No.  4). 

17.  In  immediate  connexion  with  the  curves  of  curvature,  we  have  the  so-called 
asymptotic  curves  (Haupt-tangenten-linion).  The  tangent  plane  at  a  point  of  the  surface 
cuts  the  surface  in  a  curve  having  at  that  point  a  node.  Thus  we  have  at  the  point 
of  the  surface  two  directions  of  passage  to  a  consecutive  point,  or,  say,  two  elements 
of  arc ;  and,  passing  along  one  of  these  to  the  consecutive  point,  and  thence  to  a 
consecutive  point,  and  so  on,  we  obtain  on  the  surface  a  curve.  Starting  successively 
from  different  points  of  the  surface  we  thus  obtain  a  singly  infinite  system  of  curves; 
or,  using  first  one  and  then  the  other  of  the  two  directions,  we  obtain  two  singly 
infinite  systems  of  curves,  which  are  the  curves  above  referred  to.  The  two  curves 
at  any  point  are  equally  incKned  to  the  two  curves  of  curvature  at  that  point,  or— 
what  is  the  same  thing — the  supplementary  angles  formed  by  the  two  asymptotic  lines 
are  bisected  by  the  two  curves  of  curvature.  In  the  case  of  a  quadiic  surface,  the 
asymptotic  curves  are  the  two  systems  of  lines  on  the  surface. 


18.  A  geodesic  line  (or  curve)  is  a  shortest  curve  on  a  surface;  more  accurately, 
the  element  of  arc  between  two  consecutive  points  of  a  geodesic  line  is  a  shortest  arc 
on  the  surfece.  We  are  thus  led  to  the  fundamental  property  that,  at  each  point  of 
the  curve,  the  osculating  plane  of  the  curve  passes  through  the  normal  of  the  surface; 
in  other  words,  any  two  consecutive  arcs  PP',  P'P"  are  in  piano  with  the  normal  at 
P'.  Starting  from  a  given  point  P  on  the  sm'face,  we  have  a  singly  infinite  system 
of  geodesies  proceeding  along  the  surface  in  the  direction  of  the  several  tangent  lines 
at  the  point  P,  and  if  the  directitn  PP'  is  given,  the  property  gives  a  construction 
by  successive  fitments  of  aic  for  the  required  geodesic  line. 

Consideiing  the  geodesic  lints  which  proceed  from  a  given  point  P  of  the  surface, 
any  particulai  geodesic  line  i%  or  is  not  again  intersected  by  the  consecutive  gene- 
rating line,  if  it  is  thus  intersected,  the  generating  line  is  a  shortest  line  on  the 
surface  up  to,  but  not  beyond  the  point  at  which  it  is  first  intersected  by  the  con- 
secutive geneiating  line ,  if  it  is  not  iutersected,  it  continues  a  shortest  line  for  the 
whole   course. 

In  the  analytical  theory  both  of  geodesic  lines  and  of  the  curves  of  curvature, 
and  in  other  parts  of  the  theory  of  surfaces,  it  is  very  convenient  to  consider  the 
rectangular  coordinates  x,  y,  z  o(  a,  point  of  the  surface  as  given  functions  of  two 
independent  parameters  p,  q ;  the  form  of  these  functions  of  course  determines  the 
surface,  since  by  the  elimination  of  p,  q  from  the  three  equations  we  obtain  the  equation 
in  the  coordinates  x,  y,  z.  We  have  for  the  geodesic  lines  a  differential  equation  of  the 
second   order   between  p   and   q ;   the   general   solution   coutains   two   arbitrary  constants, 
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and  is  thus  capable  of  representing  the  geodesic  line  which  can  be  drawn  ft'om  a 
given  point  in  a  given  direction  on  the  surface.  In  the  case  of  a  quadric  surface,  the 
solution  involves  hyperelliptic  integrals  of  the  first  kind,  depending  on  the  square  root 
of  a  sextic  function, 

Cwrvilmear  Coordinates. 

19.  The  expressions  of  the  coordinates  a:,  y,  z  in  terms  of  p,  g  may  contain  a 
parameter  t,  and,  if  this  is  regarded  as  a  given  constant,  these  expressions  will  as 
before  refer  to  a  point  on  a  given  surface.  But,  if  p,  5,  r  are  regarded  as  three 
independent  parameters,  »,  y,  z  will  be  the  coordinates  of  a  point  in  space,  determined 
by  means  of  the  three  parameters  p,  2,  r\  these  parameters  are  said  to  be  the 
curvilinear  coordinates,  or  (in  a  generalized  sense  of  the  term)  simply  the  coordinates 
of  the  point.  We  arrive  otherwise  at  the  notion  by  taking  p,  q,  r  each  as  a  given 
function  of  x,  y,  s;  say  we  have  p=fi(a:,  y,  z),  q=fi{ie,  y,  z),  r  =/,(«!,  y,  z\  which 
equations  of  course  lead  to  expressions  for  f,  q,  r  each  as  a  function  of  x,  y,  z.  The 
first  equation  detei"mines  a  singly  infinite  set  of  surfaces :  for  any  given  value  of  p 
we  have  a  surface ;  and  similarly  the  second  and  third  equations  determine  each  a 
singly  infinite  set  of  surfaces.  If,  to  fix  the  ideas,  /,,  /a,  f^  are  taken  to  denote  each 
a  rational  and  integral  function  of  x,  y,  z,  then  two  surfaces  of  the  same  set  will  not 
intersect  each  other,  and  through  a  given  point  of  space  there  will  pass  one  surface 
of  each  set;  that  is,  the  point  will  be  determined  as  a  point  of  intersection  of  three 
surfaces  belonging  to  the  three  sets  respectively ;  moreover,  the  whole  of  space  will  be 
divided  by  the  three  sets  of  surfaces  into  a  triply  infinite  system  of  elements,  each 
of  them  being  a  parallelepiped. 


Orthotomic  Surfaces;   Parallel  Surfaces. 

20.  The  three  sets  of  surfaces  may  be  such  that  the  three  surfeces  through  any 
point  of  space  whatever  intersect  each  other  at  right  angles ;  and  they  are  in  this 
case  said  to  be  orthotomic.  The  term  cuiTiIinear  cooi'dinates  was  almost  appropriated 
by  Lame,  to  whom  this  theory  is  chiefly  due,  to  the  case  in  question :  assuming  that 
the  equations  p=fi{ic,  y,  z),  q=f{te,  y,  z),  r=f(a:,  y,  z)  refer  to  a  system  of  ortho- 
tomic surfaces,  we  have  in  the  restricted  sense  p,  q,  r  as  the  curvilinear  coordinates 
of  the  point. 

An  interesting  special  case  is  that  of  confocal  quadric  surfaces.  The  general 
equation  of  a  surface  confoea!  with  the  ellipsoid 

j(,2  „S  2^  ^2  yi  ^i 

a"     b'      g"  a'  +  &     d^+0     c^+d        ' 

and,  if  in  this  equation  we  consider  x,  y,  z  as  given,  we  have  for  9  a  cubic  equation 
with  three  real  roots  p,  q,  r,  and  thus  we  have  through  the  point  three  real  surfaces,, 
one  an  ellipsoid,  one  a  hyperboloid  of  one  sheet,  and  one  a  hyperboloid  of  two  sheets. 
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21.  The  theory  is  connected  with  that  of  curves  of  curvature  by  Dupin's  theorem. 
Thus  ill  any  system  of  orthotomic  surfaces^  each  surface  of  any  one  of  the  three  sets 
is  intersected  by  the  surfaces  of  the  other  two  seta  in  its  curves  of  curvature. 

22.  No  one  of  the  three  sets  of  surfaces  is  altogether  arbitrary:  in  the  equation 
p  =/,  (a:,  y,  s),  p  is  not  an  arbitrary  function  of  w,  y,  s,  but  it  must  satisfy  a  certain 
partial  differential  equation  of  the  third  order.  Assuming  that  p  has  this  value,  we 
have  q=fi(x,  y,  s)  and  )'=/a(^.  y.  ^)  determinate  functions  of  m,  y,  z,  such  that  the 
three  sets  of  surfaces  form  an  orthotomic  system. 

23.  Starting  from  a  given  surface,  it  has  been  seen  (No.  16)  that  the  normals 
along  the  curves  of  curvature  form  two  systems  of  torses  intersecting  each  other,  and 
also  the  given  surface,  at  right  angles.  But  there  are,  intersecting  the  two  systems 
of  torses  at  right  angles,  not  only  the  given  surface,  but  a  singly  infinite  system  of 
surfaces.  If  at  each  point  of  the  given  surface  we  measure  off  along  the  normal  one 
and  the  same  distance  at  pleasure,  then  the  locus  of  the  points  thus  obtained  is  a 
surface  cutting  all  the  normals  of  the  given  surface  at  right  angles,  or,  in  other  words, 
having  the  same  normals  as  the  given  surface ;  and  it  is  therefore  a  parallel  surface 
to  the  given  surface.  Hence  the  singly  infinite  system  of  parallel  surfaces  and  the  two 
singly  infinite  systems  of  torses  form  together  a  set  of  orthotomic  surfaces. 

The  Minimal  Surface. 

24.  This  is  the  surface  of  minimum  area — more  accurately,  a  surface  such  that, 
for  any  indefinitely  small  closed  curve  which  can  be  drawn  on  it  round  any  point,  the 
area  of  the  surface  is  less  than  it  is  for  any  other  surface  whatever  through  the  closed 
curve.  It  at  once  follows  that  the  surface  at  every  point  is  concavo-convex ;  for,  if 
at  any  point  this  was  not  the  case,  we  could,  by  cutting  the  surface  by  a  plane, 
describe  round  the  point  an  indefinitely  small  closed  plane  curve,  and  the  plane  area 
within  the  closed  curve  would  then  be  less  than  the  area  of  the  element  of  surface 
within  the  same  curve.  The  condition  leads  to  a  partial  differential  equation  of  the 
second  order  for  the  determination  of  the  minimal  surface :  considering  s  as  a  function 
of  jc,  y,  and  writing  as  usual  p,  q,  r,  s,  t  for  the  first  and  second  difierential  coefficients 
of  z  in  regard  to  x,  y  respectively,  the  equation  (as  first  shown  by  Lagrange)  is 
{l-\-if)r  —  1pqs  +  i\+]f)t=Q,  or,  as  this  may  also  be  written, 


dy  Vl  -\-p''  +  g'      dx  Vl  -^p'  +  q^ 

The  general  integral  contains  of  course  arbitrary  functions,  and,  if  we  imagine  these 
so  determined  that  the  surface  may  pass  through  a  given  closed  curve,  and  if,  more- 
over, there  is  hut  one  minimal  surface  passing  through  that  curve,  we  have  the 
solution  of  the  problem  of  finding  the  surface  of  minimum  area  within  the  same 
curve.  The  surface  continued  beyond  the  closed  curve  is  a  minimal  surface,  but  it  is 
not  of  necessity  or  in  general  a  surface  of  minimum  area  for  an  arbitrary  bounding 
curve    not   wholly   included   within   the   given   closed   curve.      It    is    hardly   necessary   to 
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remai'k  that  the  plane  is  a  minimal  surface,  and  that,  if  the  given  closed  curve  is  a 
plane  curve,  the  plane  is  the  proper  solution ;  that  is,  the  plane  area  within  the  given 
closed  curve  is  less  than  the  area  for  any  other  surface  through  the  same  curve.  The 
given  closed  curve  is  not  of  necessity  a  single  curve :  it  may  be,  for  instance,  a  skew 
polygon  of  four  or  more  sides. 

The   partial   differential   equation  was   dealt   with   in  a   very  remarkable   manner  by 

Biemanu.     From  the  second  form  given  above  it  appears   that   we  have   4==^—  =  a- 

complete  differential,  or,  putting  this  =d^,  we  introduce  into  the  solution  a  variable  f, 
which  combines  with  z  in  the  forms  z  ±  if  (i  =  v^T  as  usual).  The  boundary  conditions 
have  to  be  satisfied  by  the  determination  of  the  conjugate  variables  tj,  rj'  as  functions 
o{  z-i-i^,  z~i^,  or,  say,  of  .^,  Z'  respectively.  By  writing  S,  S'  to  denote  x  +  i'i/,  x—iy 
respectively,  Ejemann  obtains  finally  two  ordinary  differential  equations  of  the  first 
order  in  8,  8',  tj,  jj',  Z,  Z',  and  the  results  are  completely  worked  out  in  some  very 
interesting  special  eases. 

The  memoirs  on  various  parts  of  the  general  subject  are  very  numerous ;  references 
to  many  of  them  will  be  found  in  Salmon's  Treatise  on  the  Analytic  Geometry  of  Three 
Dimensions,  4th  ed.,  Dublin,  1882  (the  most  comprehensive  work  on  solid  geometry); 
for  the  minimal  surface  (which  ia  not  considered  there)  see  Memoirs  xvii.  and  XXVi. 
in  Riemann's  Gesammelte  raathem.atische  Werke,  Leipsic,  1876 ;  the  former — "  Ueher  die 
Flitche  vom  kleinsten  Inhalt  bei  gegebener  Begrenzung,"  as  published  in  GoU.  Abhandl., 
vol.  XTii.  (1866—67) — contains  an  introduction  by  Hattendorff  giving  the  history  of  the 
question, 
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